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WHAT WE PREACH AND TEACH

“For I determined not to know anything among you, sawe Jesus Christ, and him crucified.”—1 Corinthians 2:2.

At no time in the church’s history has our great adversary
been so active in multiplying false doctrines and in diverting
attention from the truth by introducing unprofitable and
irrelevant questions as at present. Just when the exaltation
and glory of the church are soon to be accomplished, and when
the faithful are about to be received into the joy of their
Lord, every device is resorted to, to beguile them of their
reward and to frustrate this feature of the divine plan, To
really frustrate any part of the divine plan is impossible:
God has purposed to take out from among men a Little Flock,
“a people for his name,” a royal priesthood; and such a
company is assuredly being gathered; but whether all of those
now in the race for the prize will surely be of that number,
is still an open question. Take heed, beloved, that no min
take thy crown. (Revelation 3:11) If any come short of their
privileges and prove unworthy of the inheritance, there are
others who will fill their places.

We beseech you, brethren, as you value the glorious hope
set before you in the Gospel, that you give no heed to seduc-
ing spirits and doctrines of devils, as the Apostle terms them
(1 Timothy 4:1); but that, with fixedness of purpose, you
apply yourselves to the one thing to which you are called and
are privileged to do as prospective members of that royal
priesthood. Let wus never forget that we are a “peculiar
people.” separate from the great body of nominal Christians,
as well as from the world, having higher hopes, aims and
ambitions and favored with a clearer insight into the deep
things of God, having been called out of our former darkness
into his marvelous light. And if thus separate from the world
and from Christians who partake largely of the spirit of the
world, what wonder if we find them all out of harmony with
us, and either ignoring or opposing us!

OPFPOSITION TO BE EXPECTED

Such opposition is to be expected and will, doubtless, con-
tinue until we finish our course in death. To submit patiently
to this opposition is to sacrifice our own natural preferences
for the friendship and the pleasures of the present life, and to
endure hardness as good soldiers for the truth’s sake, in what-
ever shape that hardness may come, in our effort to do the
Lord’s will and work of advancing the interests of his king-
dom. This is what is meant by the presenting of our bodies
living sacrifices in the divine service. To be really in this
service involves, First, the careful and continual study of
God’s plan; Second, the imbibing of its spirit; leading,
Thirdly, to an enthusiastic zeal for its accomplishment, and
to activity to the extent of ability in its service, at whatever
cost or sacrifice it may require.

If we are faithful in this service we have no time, nor have
we the disposition, to give heed either to false doctrines or
to other themes which have no bearing on the one thing to
which we have solemnly dedicated our lives. Our time is not
our own if we have dedicated all to God; and consequently,
we have none to spare for the investigation of fanciful false
theories, built upon other foundations than that laid down in
the Scriptures. Neither have we time to devote to the ideas
and pursuits which engross the world’s attention, many of
wiich are harmless in themselves, but would be harmful to
us if we were to allow them to occupy consecrated time and
divert our attention from the one thing we ought to be doing.
The Apostle warns us to “shun profane babblings, for they will
increase unto more ungodliness”; but adds, “Study to show
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.,” “Teach no
other doctrine; mneither give heed to fables and endless
genealogies, which minister questions rather than godly edify-
ing which is in faith.”—2 Timothy 2:15, 16; 1 Timothy
1:3, 4.

NOT HIGHER CRITICISM NOR EVOLUTION

Ours is not the gospel of the Higher Critics and Evolu-
tionists. We cheerfully accord these friends of a modern
gospel their liberty to believe as they think proper, remind-
ing them, however, of the warning words of the Apostle Paul
in (Galatians 1:6-9. Our own faith is firmly planted on the
Bible as the only divine revelation of the will and plan of
our Creator. But this does not mean that we believe the Bible
to teach all that our well-meaning forefathers of the dark ages
supposed were its doctrines. We find that they burned one
another at the stake for disbelieving things that the Bible
does not teach.

The growing scepticism of today regarding God and the
Bible, we find, is generally the outgrowth of a misunderstand-
ing of the Bible’s teaching respecting Hell. No sane man can
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be blamed for rejecting the old theory that God first made a
roasting Hell, and then made a race, knowing that all would
spend an awful eternity there, except the few who would hear
cf Christ and become saints. This blasphemy against our
Creator’s holy name needs to be rebuked. The people need to
be taught what the educated clergy and laity already know—
that the only Hebrew word translated “hell” is sHEOL, and
that its Greek equivalent is HADES, and that neither word
signifies a place of torment, but the tomb, the grave, the state
of unconsciousness, in which both good and bad must remain
after death until the resurrection, which is to follow the
second coming of the Redeemer.

The literature of the WArca Towrr BIBLE AND TraAcCT
Sociery has helped thousands along this line. as we go into
details of explanation of the parables, dark sayings and
symbolisms of the Bible, which other Bible teachers do not
find time for, with their many and varied cares connected
with modern church activity. In a word, the work of our
Society is conducted on the belief that the Bible is divinely
inspired, and that we are now living in the wonderful day,
mentioned by the prophets, when “the wise shall understand,”
when they shall receive “meat in due season” from God’s
wonderful Book. By the “wise” we mean, of course, those who
are wise toward God, not the worldly-wise.

OUR VIEWS OF THE MILLENNIUM

If our understanding of the Bible's teaching is correct, we
are on the threshold of the Millennium. And this fact ex-
plains not only the progress of invention and natural science,
but also the finishing of the mystery respecting God’s gracious
purposes for our race, foretold in the Bible in symbols and
types. However, our expectations of the Millennium are
along different lines than some might suppose. We find no
Scriptures to teach that the world will be converted by our
commendable missionary efforts or any other efforts. To us
the Bible teaches that the conversion of the world will follow
the second advent of our Redeemer to gather his elect church
(the saints out of all denominations), that they, changed to
the spirit nature, may be, under their Lord and Head, the
teachers, guides and helpers of the remainder of the race—
those now dead as well as the living nations—to uplift all the
willing and obedient from sin and death to perfection and
everlasting life on earth, which will then, during those times
of restitution, become Paradise restored.

Statistics agree that the Millennium is not coming by the
conversion of the heathen; for there are twice as many today
as there were a century ago, notwithstanding all our mis-
sionary efforts. On the contrary, we must agree that the
signs of the times presage the near approach of the culmina-
tion of the great “time of trouble such as never was since
there was a nation,” by which, the Scriptures assure us, Mes-
sial’s kingdom will be ushered in, to “bless all the families
of the earth.”

SCRIPTURAL TERMS AND SCRIPTURAL ORDINATION

Perhaps we should explain that we do not recognize as
Biblical the terms ‘clergy” and “laity,” nor the titles
“Reverend,” “Doctor of Divinity,” and other similar appella-
tions now in vogue. This, however, does not lead us to dis-
fellowship those who differ from us. We use the Secriptural
terms “Pastor,” “Evangelicst,” “Teacher,” “Elder,” “Deacon,”
ete., and recognize that all of God’s consecrated people are
ministers—that is, servants—each authorized to serve his
brethren as his talent may permit and as the brethren may
desire. As for ordination, we cannot accept as Scriptural the
theory of the “Apostolic Succession,” and that the specific
power or authority comes from men to men. We hold that the
anointing of the holy Spirit alone gives the power and the
authority to understand and explain the Seriptures,

HOW ERRORS OF THE PAST CREPT IN

The Editor is being attacked at present by about one-
fourth of all the ministers of the world, simply because we
preach the Bible message voiced by the angel at the birth of
Jesus: “Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be unto ArLL PeOoPLE!” (Luke 2:10, 11) That good
message of God’s love and of his merciful provision in Jesus’
death for the sins of the whole world began to be lost sight
of in the close of the second century. The dooctrine of
“Apostolic Succession” led the people of that time to respect
the bishops as successors to the divinely-ordained twelve—St.
Paul, and not Matthias, taking the place of Judas,

It is not to be wondered at, that at a time when ability to
read was not general, when Bibles were few and expensive,
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and when this doctrine of Apostolic Succession had gotten a
foothold in the church, the people hearkened to the so-called
Apostolic Bishops. It is not wonderful that those bishops
liked to be considered authorities. For fourteen centuries
there was no Bible study—merely a study and worship or
creeds. Bibles were publicly burned, and those who dared to
study the Bible and accept its statements were hunted like
the wild beasts of the forest—even in Scotland.

The Reformation Movement brought the Bible forward,
but its friends had much of the smoke of the dark ages still
in the eyes of their understanding. As one leader after an-
other prayed, “Lead, kindly light, amidst the encircling
gloom,” and rubbed his eyes, new sects were started, all en-
deavoring to reach the light, yet all acknowledging that the
creeds, for which many of them died, were not satisfactory to
either their hearts or their heads.

PRESENT ERRORS AND OPPOSITION TO LIGHT

Now we have come to a time when the various divisions
of God’s people have too much enlightenment to burn each
other at the stake, and when they are disposed to federate,
and to ignore their differences. Meantime, Higher Criticism
has come in and has turned a majority of Christian preachers
away from the Bible entirely. But they are still tied to their
sects and to the creeds which they no longer believe,

Meantime, in God’s providence, the Bible has come into
the hands of the people. Education is now general, and Bible
helps are abundant. This seems to be, according to the Bible
and facts, a favored time for God’s people to obtain proper
knowledge of his Word. With others, the Editor has been
greatly blessed in studying the Bible and in making clear to
others its true meaning. We have been doing this for the
past forty years without serious objection, until recent years.
The objection now is that the teaching of ourself and our
associates of the INTERNATIONAL BIBLE STUDENTS ASSOCIATION
is beginning to exercise a world-wide influence. We have Bible
Study Helps printed in thirty-two different languages. We
have Bible Study Clasges in all parts of the earth. This
leads some of the ministers to consider our work a menace—
just as the Episcopalians once thought the Presbyterians and
the Methodists a menace, as the Jews thought the early Chris-
tians a menace to their institutions, and just as the Baptists
thought others a menace to them, etc.

As we mwake clear the meaning of our Lord’s parables and
dark sayings, and show the harmony of the Bible’s teaching
from Genesis to Revelation, the creeds of the dark ages be-
come unpalatable, nauseating. As some of the best people
renounce these creeds, the class of preachers alluded to become
bitter. Unable to meet cur Scriptural arguments, they indulge
in personal abuse and invective, with a view to hindering
people from hearing us and from reading our publications,
But nevertheless the work goes grandly on, with increasing
momentum. Those who get their eyes of understanding open
are prompt to help others. As the people learn the real
motives of the attacks which are being made upon us, they
have less sympathy for those making the attacks, and are
more disposed to investigate our teachings.

ALL NEEDED BIBLE HELPS NOW AVAILABLE

We have never claimed to be a finished scholar in either
Greek or Hebrew. More than this, we claim that not one
minister in a thousand, of any denomination, is a scholar in
these languages. The ability to read the Greek and Hebrew
alphabets, and to spell out the words in these languages, is
not scholarship; nor does it follow that the person able to do
so has thereby any knowledge of these languages. By scholar-
ship we mean thorough understanding of the grammatical
construction of a language.

Furthermore, we claim that in God’s providence such
knowledge is not necessary to the right understanding of the
Word of God. Bible students today have access to numerous
translations of the Bible made by the scholarly few. More
than this, the Presbyterians have Young’s Greek, Hebrew and
English Lexicon-Concordance; the Methodists have Strong’s
Analytical Greek, Hebrew, Chaldaic and English Lexicon-
Concordance. Besides these, there is the Englishman’s unsec-
tarian work, covering the same ground; Liddell and Scott’s
Greek-English Lexicon, MecClintock and Strong’s Criticisms,
the Emphatic Diaglott, which has the original Greek text with
interlineary word for word English translation, and parallel
emphatic version in English, ete.

The value of such concordances as an aid to the correct
understanding of the Scriptures cannot be overestimated. In
the preface to “Young’s Analytical Concordance,” the author
says of his work: ‘“Its great object, as Tyndale says of his
' New Testament, is to enable every ‘PLOUGH-BOY’ to know more
of the Scriptures than the ‘ancients,’ by enabling him at a
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glance to find out THREE pIsTINCT POINTS—First, What is the
original Hebrew or Greek of any ordinary word in his Eng-
lish Bible; Second, What is the literal and primitive meaning
of every original word; and Third, What are thoroughly true
and reliable parallel passages.”

Whoever has these works in his possession, and knows how
to use them, and does use them, has a better working knowl-
edge of the Hebrew, Greek and Chaldaic of the original Bible
than could be gained by four years’ study of these languages.
We possess these books and many others, and have learned
how to use them effectively. As a result, we have better
knowledge of the Bible in its original languages than have
nine-tenths of the ministers who have taken merely a four-
year theological course. We advise all Bible students to use
these wonderful helps of our day, which represent the highest
scholarship, rather than to waste their time spelling out the
words in the original languages, the meaning and the gram-
matical value of which are appreciated by only about one in
a thousand. We are glad to say that thousands of Bible
students habitually use Young’s and Strong’s Conecordances,
besides numerous versions of the Scriptures, such as Young’s
Translation, The Variorium, Leeser’s (Jewish) translation,
and of the New Testament, Tischendorf, the Syriac, Rother-
ham, Emphatic Diaglott, etc., ete.

BIBLE ORDINATION

As for ordination: However ignorant the public may be
in regard to this matter, we can but suppose that ministers
and editors of religious papers are well-informed. These all
know that the word “ordination” simply signifies authoriza-
tion. Thus the Baptists authorize, or ordain, their ministers;
the Methodists authorize, or ordain, theirs, ete. There is no
such thing amongst Christian people as a general ordination.
On the contrary, Catholics dispute all ordinations except their
own and denounce all Protestant ministers as unordained.
The Anglican Church similarly refuses to recognize the ordina-
tion of those whom they term non-conformists.

As God has but one church, so he has but one ordination
for all who are his ministers. The one church of God includes
the saintly Christians of all denominations, and the God-
ordained ministry consists of those only who have received
the divine benediction—the begetting of the holy Spirit. Jesus
is the Head, or Chief, of this church. He is its Chief Minister.
His ordination took place at the time of his consecration and
baptism in Jordan, when he was thirty years of age, under
the limitations of the Mosaic Law. All coming into member-
ship in him and receiving the begetting of the holy Spirit
share in his ordination. The Master declared, “As the Father
hath sent me, even so have I sent you.”—John 20:21.

This commission is referred to in prophecy, The Christ,
Head and body, being the Speaker: “The Spirit of the Lord
Gob is upon me; because the LorD hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the
opening of the prison to them that are bound; to proclaim
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning; the garment of praise for the spirit
of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified.”—
Isaiah 61:1-3.

The holy Spirit is symbolized by the oil poured upon the
head of Aaron the high priest, of which we read that it ran
down the skirts of his garments, even to its hem. This typi-
fied that the holy Spirit, poured out upon our Head, Christ
Jesus, has come down over the church. his body, during all
these nineteen centuries, beginning at Pentecost-—the anoint-
ing, ordaining, qualifying power of God on all his royal
priesthood, authorizing them to declare the “good tidings of
great joy, which shall be unto all people.” And any who give
evidence of possessing this anointing of the holy Spirit, and
who have the ability and the spiritual qualifications of char-
acter-development in the likeness of Christ, which are Serip-
tural requisites in teachers of the church, may be chosen
by the ecclesias of the Lord’s people to minister to them
publicly, as their more special servants in spiritual things.
But any one who has received the spirit’s anointing is Serip-
turally ordained to proclaim the message of God according to
his ability and opportunity, observing only the proprieties
pointed out in the Word as to sex distinctions, etc., regarding
public proclamation.

So then, adhering closely to the written Word of God in
our teaching, and striving to follow faithfully in the footsteps
of the Master in our daily walk and conversation, we pray
with all the saints: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth, as it is done in heaven.”
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THE RANSOM NOT THE SIN-OFFERING

It seems diflicult for some of our dear readers to dis-
tinguish clearly between the ransom and the sin-offering.
Although we have repeatedly tried to make the subject clear,
we will try again.

The word “ransom” in the Old Testament seems to be used
less definitely than in the New Testament. In the Old Testa-
ment. the Hebrew word translated ransom is kopher, and
signifies a covering, a protection, as when we read, “The
wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous” (Proverbs 21:18)
—-their covering, their protection. The righteous are few and
uninfluential in the world; and laws would not generally be
made especially for their protection. The laws of society are
made for the masses of the people—not for the saints; but
those laws made for the people in general we—the Lord’s
saint—have as a covering.

The Prophet David declares that no man can give a ran-
<om for his brother. (Psalm 49:7) That is to say, all man-
kind are imperfect through the Adamic fall. All are sinners;
therefore none could stand before God in the sense of justify-
ing themselves: and thus unable to justify themselves, they
would be wholly unable to justify another—their brother.
Here the thought is very similar to that attaching to the word
“ransom” in the New Testament, showing that to be such a
ransom, or covering, requires perfection, righteousness, which
no man of all our race possessed, except the Man Christ
Jesus, “holy, harmless. undefiled, separate from sinners,” who
was therefore able and qualified to give himself “a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time.”—1 Timothy 2:6.

The word used in the New Testament Greek for “ransom”
is very explicit; it signifies a price to correspond or a corre-
sponding price. The implication is that something was lost
that needs to be repurchased, redeemed, bought back; and the
thing which is competent to purchase it back must be of equal
value to the thing lost or forfeited—no more, no less—a
“corresponding price.”

WHY A RANSOM WAS NECESSARY

The thing that was lost by Father Adam for himself and
all of his family was the right to life. As the perfect man,
God’s arrangement provided him with the privilege of living
forever on condition that he would be obedient, loyal to his
Creator. His sin was disloyalty, disobedience, and ils penalty
was death—the forfeiture of the right to live. Thus, because
of Adam’s disobedience, he came under the death sentence,
“Dying, thou shalt die.” (Genesis 2:17, margin) Adam’s
children were born to him after he had thus forfeited his life-
rights, and he was unable to give them more than he possessed
—a dying nature. Thus we read: “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin, and so death
passed upon all, for that all have sinned,” ete—Rom. 5:12.

God reveals to us in his Word that while he wishes to be
merciful and to receive back to himself all the willing and
obedient of the race, nevertheless he must maintain the dignity
of his own law and cannot set aside the death sentence except
upon the conditions which he has arranged; viz., a ransom.
If Adam is ransomed from the sentence of death, justice will
have no further claim against his life, and the ransomer
would have the right to restore Adam and his race. But no
ransomer could be found amongst all the family of men; for
all were sinners—none was perfect, all had inherited the
blemishes of sin. Hence God’s arrangement-—the sending of
his Only Begotten Son to be the Redeemer. the Ransomer, of
Adam and his family, and ultimately to be the Restorer of all
that was lost.

To this service—to this carrying out of the divine pro-
gram—God attached a very great reward of glory, honor and
immortality. The Logos, “the beginning of the creation of
God,” “the first born of every creature” (Revelation 3:14;
Colossians 1:15), accepted the divine arrangement gladly and
humbled himself. Leaving the honors and favors of his high
position on the spirit plane, he was made flesh in order ‘“that
he by the grace of God, should taste death for every man”
(Hebrews 2:9) as the Ransomer of Adam. St. Paul tells us
of him as the One “who for the joy that was set before him,
endured the cross, despising the shame,” and now as a result,
“is set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews
12:2), henceforth expecting, waiting, until the time shall come
for him to bless Adam and his race for whom he has already
died—waiting that the Father in due time, after the selection
of the bride class, may put all things in subjection under
him—under the Messiah—that he may reign a thousand years
for the uplifting and blessing of those for whom he died.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE RANSOM

As the sinner was the perfect man, Adam—in full harmony
and fellowship with God and only a little lower than the
angels and crowned with glory and honor as a perfect human
being—so the one who would redeem him, or be his ransomer,
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must have all these qualifications. He must be a man, and
a perfect man; in him God’s image and likeness must be com-
plete; he must be crowned with the glory and honor of per-
fection; he must be “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinners” and in full fellowship with God.

All these requirements were fully met in the Man Christ
Jesus when he was thirty years of age, at which time he
presented himself at Jordan to complete and confirm his con-
secration unto death, giving himself a ransom-price for all
the race, to be testified to them all in due time. As a bullock
could never take away sin by its death, ncither could an angel
or other spirit being ever take away sin by dying for Adam.
Under the divine arrangement, the Redemer must be a corre-
sponding-price to the one redeemed. Jesus was all this; noth-
ing more was either necessary or possible. There was nothing
lacking in the merit of the perfect Man to redecem the first
man and his family; nothing therefore that the church could
give or do that would help in the matter. Justice could
accept only the corresponding price.

That ransom-price, that corresponding-price for Adam, has
already been placed in the hands of justice. Jesus did this
in his consecration at Jordan, in that he agreed to do the will
of the Father even unto death; and on the cross he declared,
“Into thy hands I commit my spirit”—the spirit of life, his
right to life, which he had not forfeited, either by sin or
otherwise. That ransom-price, or price sufficient to redeem
Adam and all of his race, has been in the hands of justice as
a deposit ever since, and is there now—still unapplied. 1t
cannot be applied piecemeal, a little to each one; when applied,
it must be applied for all at the same moment.

Why must it be applied all at one moment? Because it is
just the one life. It would require the entire merit of Christ’s
sacrifice to recover Father Adam from his condemnation, and
it would require the entire merit of that sacrifice for any one
of the children of Adam, The ransom cannot be divided up
into millions of parts and a little piece given to each member
of the race. The whole sacrifice of Christ was necessary for
each one of the race, and is sufficient for the entire race, when
it shall be so applied. It is to be applied for the entire race,
but not until the Father’s time has come for turning over the
race to the Redeemer—mnot until his appointed time for the
Redeemer to take possession of the race as King of kings and
Lord of lords, to establish over them his glorious kingdom, to
release them from the power of sin and death and to give
them all the restitution privileges which his ransom-sacrifice
makes possible.

THE SIN-OFFERING

In the meantime, another feature of the great heavenly
Father’s plan is working out—an arrangement by which a
certain number of the children of Adam may become asso-
ciates with Jesus in the suffering of this present time and in
the glory that is to follow. This feature of the plan is not
the providing of a ransom; for that was already provided in
the death of Jesus; but this plan is to provide an under-
priesthood who are eventually to be kings with the Savior—
a royal priesthood. Evidently therefore the sin-offering must
not be confused with the ransom-price: for the ransom-price
is complete, and was ccmplete before the church was invited
to come into this position of self-sacrifice.

The Jewish Day of Atonement pictured the entire work
and operation of the sin-offering, which began in the person
of Jesus. The death of Jesus was typified by the killing of
the bullock on the Day of Atonement. That was the great
sacrifice for sins—a sin-offering which was made by Jesus,
who offered up himself. He was both the anointed Priest of
God and also the devoted Sacrifice. The merit of that Sacri-
fice might have been applicable to all the people; but if so,
there would have been no rocm for the sacrifice of the Lord’s
Goat Class, the sacrifices of the under-priests, who, if faithful.
are by and by to be made the royal priesthood of the Millen-
nium. In the type, the High Priest allows the merit of his
sacrifice to be applied to himself and his house—himself rep-
resenting the church which is Christ’s body; his house repre-
genting the household of faith, the consecrated ones who will
fail to become members of the body of Christ and will instead
be on the spirit plane, “a great multitude” who will serve
God day and night in his Temple—in the church glorified.

OFFERINGS MADE DURING THE GOSPEL AGE

This passing of the merit of Jesus’ Sacrifice, first of all,
to and through his church does not diminish the merit of that
sacrifice nor its value, for every one who shares in that merit,
participates on condition that he will surrender his earthly
rights, following in the footsteps of Jesus. The priestly class
includes those who keep their covenant arrangement, volun-
tarily and heartily lay down their lives in the Lord’s service,
The Great Company class is composed of those who have failed
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to fully surrender their earthly lives and rights, and will
therefore have these earthly rights taken from them through
great tribulation. Any others who reecive of the Lerd’s favor
during this age and fail to get into one or the other of those
classes—if they fail to become members of either the royal
priesthood or of the Levite-servant company—cannot retain
any restitution blessings or privileges, but will die the second
death. Thus the entire merit of Jesus, designed for Adam
and his race, merely passes through the church class, the
consecrated ones, on its way to Adam and his race. The
church having the opportunity, by reason of this arrangement,
to share with Jesus in suffering for righteousness’ sake—the
great High Priest accepts our consecrated beings and makes
them part of his sacrifice, and the full measure of his merit
as the ransom-price passes on to humanity to give Adam and
his family restitution privileges for a thousand years.

These are the better sacrifices and offerings for sin not
made by us, but made by the great High Priest whom the
Father has appointed for the purpose. This great High Priest
has been completing his sacrifice for sins; first his own flesh,
and then the flesh of all those who have come unto the Father
through him during the past nineteen centuries. He will soon
complete his sacrificial work, and glorify with himself those
who suffer with him—making of them his consorts in his
Messianic kingdom. Then he will apply on behalf of all man-
kind the merit of the sacrifice which he finished at Calvary
and which he has merely loaned or imputed to the church
during this Gospel age.

This Sacrifice will be given fully, completely, everlastingly
to justice, appropriated as the full offset of original sin.
Forthwith Adam and all of his children will be turned over
by justice into the hands of Jesus. Divine justice will have
no more to do with mankind. All will be under the adminis-
tration of the Millennial kingdom. For a thousand years the
Redeemer, the Redeemer of the race, will teach, reward,
punish, deal with humanity for their instruction in righteous-
ness and their uplift from the sin and death condition, giving
to every one a full opportunity for returning to perfection.

At the close of the thousand years, Messiah having accom-
plished everything possible for every member of the race, will
turn over all to the Father and will say to the sheep class,
“Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the [earthly] king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.”
(Matthew 25:34) All others, found unworthy of everlasting
life, will be destroyed in the second death, symbolically pic-
tured as a devouring fire,

Thus we have striven to make plain the distinction between
the ransom-price and the application of the ransom-price, and
the sin-offering and the blessing resulting to the church from
the privilege of participation in those sin-offerings—the suffer-
ings of Christ.

THREE INTERESTING QUESTIONS

We take occasion here to answer some related queries:

Question.—Is it proper to say that we, the church, receive
by imputation “a certain portion” or “our share” of the merit
of the ransom now—during the Gospel age?

Answer—The person using this language might have the
proper thought, but would not be using the best words in
which to express that thought to avoid being misunderstood.
As above shown, all the merit of Christ is necessary to each
member of the race. If we divided up the merit of Christ,
nobody would have enough. If it were all given to one, the
others would get none. God’s plan, therefore, is to hold that
ransom-price in reserve until the due time for the inaugura-
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tion of Messiah’s kingdom, and then apply that price and
transfer the whole race at one time to Jesus—to the Messianic
kingdom. Then during the Millennium, it might be proper to
say that every one will be receiving the restitution blessings
as his share or participation in the ransom merit; but strictly
speaking, the whole blessing of the whole world is the ransom
blessing.

Question.—I{ the ransom has not yet been applied, appor-
tioned, credited, to the race on the books of justice, and if
we who are of the church are members of the world, how do
we participate in the ransom blessing?

Answer.—The entire ransom merit being in the hands of
justice, the one who owns that merit, Jesus—in harmony with
the Father’s plan—imputes it to the whole company who will
accept the offer of this Gospel age and surrender themselves
sacrifices to walk in the Master’s footprints. There is quite a
difference between giving and imputing, just as there would
be a difference between giving a man a thousand dollars and
imputing to him a thousand dollars by endorsing his note.
Jesus, as our great Advocate, imputes to us, or endorses us
to the full extent of our contract with the Father. Our con-
tract is that, like Jesus, we will surrender our earthly rights.

The heavenly Father could not recognize us as worthy of
entering into such a contract, except as our great Advocate
endorses for us, or guarantees us, in the matter. What does
he guarantee? He guarantees that we shall lay down our
lives—that our earthly lives shall be fully surrendered in due
time.

As we have seen, there are three classes for whom Jesus
becomes Surety, Guarantor. First are those who fully and
completely carry out their contract both in letter and spirit,
laying down their lives voluntarily, after the Master’s ex-
ample. These will be the “more than conquerors,” the mem-
bers of the body of the Anointed. Next will come the Great
Company class, who will eventually be conquerors, but not
“more than conquerors.” Because conquerors, they will be
granted everlasting life on the spirit plane; but because of
lack of zeal and love, they will fail of the election as members
of the body of Christ.

Third, there are those who will be neither more than con
querors nor even conquerors, but failures—turning back to
sin, like the sow to her wallowing in the mire. These will
die the second death. TIn any event, our great Advocate, the
High Priest, having endorsed for all of these, will thus be
ultimately free from all liability for them in that they all
will have died according to the flesh and none of them will
receive or retain restitution rights or privileges, Those resti-
tution blessings will be fully and completely released when
the last member of the bcdy of Christ shall have gone into
death.

Question—Would it be proper for us to suppose that the
world might begin to receive its share of restitution blessings
while some of the members of the church are still in the
flesh?

Answer~No! This would be an impossible thought. "The
whole merit of Christ is mortgaged by the imputation which
Jesus has made of his merit to the company consecrating dur-
ing this age. This mortgage must be released fully, com-
pletely, before the New Covenant can be sealed and put into
operation for giving restitution blessings to Adam and his
race. Hence, we are not to expect any restitution, either ot
the ancient worthies or others, until the Little Flock shall
have passed beyond the Veil and the Great Company class
shall have passed through its tribulation.

“SUFFER THE WORD OF EXHORTATION”

“Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and eril s peaking be put away from you, with all malice, and be ye kind
one to another’—Ephesians 4:31, 32.

The same Apostle who uses these words of our text has
elsewhere classified these evil fruits here enumerated as works
of the flesh and of the devil. He tells us that they that do
these things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. He indi-
cates that these traits have come with our fallen nature. But
we who have left the world, who have renounced its spirit,
are under the most solemn obligation as new creatures in
Christ to bring our fallen nature with its tendencies to evil
into full subjection to the new nature, to bring the old crea-
ture under control of the mind of God, the holy Spirit, the
holy will, ecrucifying the flesh and bringing every thought
into captivity of obedience to Christ.

St. Paul contrasts these fruits of the adversary and of
the fallen flesh with the precious fruits of the spirit of God.
The one spirit is heavenly, Godlike, while the other is
“earthly, sensual, devilish.” Faith, goodness, meekness, gen-
tleness, patience, peace, self-control, love-—these are the

heavenly fruits. They are the very opposite of the spirit of
the adversary. As we endeavor to do the will of God, to culti-
vate the sweet qualities of the holy Spirit, we find continual
warfare with the inherited weaknesses of our fallen flech.
Some may succeed in a comparatively short time in gaining
to a large degree the victory over these works of the flesh
and of the wicked one, while others may have a great war to
wage. But the victory over this evil disposition must be won;
else we shall never be granted an entrance into the kingdom.
The Lord is watching to see the zeal and earnestness with
which we strive to put off these works of the fallen flesh,
these evil traits of character. Xnowing our own natural
weaknesses, each of us is so to watch and guard himself, so
to cry unto the Lord for help, so to fill his heart and mind
with the Word of the Lord, that he may be kept pure and
free from the alloy of sin.

Coming to analyze the Apostle’s exhortation of our text, it
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would seem as if he were mentioning one of the worst traits
first—“all bitterness.” Bitterness is an acrid condition, the
very opposite of sweetness. It represents a rancor in the
heart, and is very closely allied to the last trait mentioned—
“malice.” Maliciousness in the heart, leads one to malevo-
lence, to seek to do injury to another. The spirit of bitterness
and malice, granted an entrance into the heart, is very likely
to extend to all the affairs of life and to make complete ship-
wreck of the new creature. Its effect is most baneful. While
it is possible for one to become angry, and to feel vengeful
momentarily, without the feeling amounting to bitterness
which would be lasting, without a development of malice,
nevertheless, fleshly anger and wrath are sinful, dangerous
and certain, if not conquered, to lead to bitterness and malice.

‘‘AS YE WOULD THAT MEN SHOULD DO UNTO YOU'’

The Lord’s Word admonishes us, “Let not the sun go down
upon your wrath.” No matter what provocation one may
have had, he should see to it that the matter is settled as
quickly as possible. Anger or wrath must not be harbored
and cherished; for it is sure to lead to permanent bitterness
and hatred. The word anger seems not to be so strong a
word as wrath. Wrath in an imperfect, fallen being, seems
to be deep, determined and lasting anger, something that is
resentful, retaliatory. Evil speaking is a more refined, a more
subtle matter, more deceitful, more malicious. Many people
become so weak in character, so unbalanced, that they do not
realize the proper application of the golden rule in their
daily lives. They say things of others that they would not
wish others to say of them. They treat others in a way that
they would not wish to be treated. All such conduct should
be put far away from the Lord’s children, from those who
have taken God’s holy covenant upon themselves and who
profess to be God’s amhbassadors,

We are not saying that there is no such thing as righteous
anger, righteous wrath. “God is angry with the wicked
every day.” Even now his righteous wrath is kindled against
the nations of the earth, and he is smiting them to their final
overthrow. If all anger is wrong, then God himself would be
guilty of sin. But God’s wrath, his anger, is always of a
proper kind. It is not fleshly anger or bitterness. God is
angry with wickedness, and this anger signifies that he will
punish it. The Scriptures, however, never refer to the Lord
as being bitter or malicious. God is love; he is patient and
%rood, even to the wicked. He does everything in justice and
ove.

Now if it is right for God to have certain anger, certain
wrath, would it be right on our part to exercise anger or
wrath on any occasion? There may, as we have intimated,
be times when one may properly be angry. Tor instance,
we should properly feel a certain degree of anger against our-
selves, If we found that we hau not properly improved our
opportunities, if we have been careless or negligent in watch-
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ing our ‘“thoughts, and words and doings,” we might well
be provoked, even angry with ourselves. But if the heart is
right, we should be neither too indignant nor discouraged on
account of our failures in this direction, but strive more and
more carefully, with the Lord’s assistance, to overcome, en-
deavoring to learn a lesson from every mistake we make.

NEED FOR EARNEST HEART-SEARCHING

Not having the right or the ability to judge the heart of
another, we should be very slow to anger, and very careful
how we express ourselves. We are to remember that only the
Lord has the right to punish. The Lord’s people should strive
against all these weaknesses, these blemishes, of the flesh,
which are stimulated by the adversary and his hosts—anger,
wrath, strife, malice, hatred. We should fear these things as
we would a plague.

What carefulness, what scrutiny of ourselves, what ear-
nest prayer for help, this thought should bring! How we
should guard our tongues against evil-speaking, backbiting,
slander, for this is the fruit of lovelessness and malice. And
in guarding our tongues, we must remember that it is from
the heart that these evil words proceed. Therefore our heart
must be made and kept so loyal to Christ, so in tune with
God’s holy Spirit, that it will not send forth any such bitter
waters.

The Psalmist says, “Let not an evil speaker be established
in the earth.” See also St. Paul’s counsel to Titus, 3:2-8,
and to Timothy. (1 Tim. 3:11) Oh, that this spirit of love
and kindness and consideration one for another might so richly
dwell in every member of the church of Christ that each one
would not only refrain from speaking evil of a brother or
sister, but that it would give pain to hear a defamatory tale
about any one, and particularly about a fellow-pilgrim in the
“narrow way”! If this were the attainment of each member
of all the different ecclesias, how much more closely would
they be bound together in the bonds of Christian love!

As we have said before, we believe that the majority of
the dear friends are developing more and more of this spirit
of love and consideration; but there is still room for im-
provement in the cases of some, at least. The mischief that
can be done with the tongue is almost unlimited. How watch-
ful and prayerful, then, we should be of our influence! We
urge a careful rereading of Vol. 6, pp. 583-588, of STUDIES 1IN
THE ScRIPTURES. It is good that our pure minds be stirred
up by way of remembrance. We believe that our time is short
in which to complete our work of character structure. This
should be impressed upon us more and more as we see one
after another of the body members of Christ passing beyond
the veil. Let us seek by prayer and by daily, yea, hourly
effort, that we may in all things become copies of God’s dear
Son, and hear, when our time shall come, the Master’s sweet
“Well done!”

“STRAIGHT PATHS

“Make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame

Hebrews

Oh, for a trumpet voice with which to call upon the Lord’s
people everywhere to be on the alert to resist our great foe—
Satan! And in the word “Satan,” we include all the arts of
our great adversary, whereby he lies in wait to deceive and
entrap the soldiers of the cross, He is indeed the adversary
of the whole world, in that he is the adversary of God and of
all the wise and gracious provisions and laws which God has
made for human protection against the downward and de-
structive tendencies of sin,

From information reaching us in various ways, we incline
to the helief that a great wave of immorality and sensuality
is passing over the civilized world. No doubt the War and
the various new conditions which it has opened up have much
to do with this evil condition. It could hardly be otherwise.
But additionally, it would appear that our great adversary
has for thousands of years found sensuality, immorality, to be
one of his best avenues through which to attack mankind, and
especially those of humanity who have acknowledged the Lord
and the righteous regulations which he establishes for all
those who will be his people.

Bible students familiar with the history of typical Israel
will recall that it is along this line that Balaam and Balak
plotted against Israel with so great success, bringing upon
the Israelites divine judgments, St. Paul tells us that it was
in this manner that our race, originally created in the image
of God, fell so far into degradation. ‘“Because that, when
they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their

FOR YOUR FEET”

be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.”—
12:13.

foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools. God also gave them up to un-
cleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor
their bodies between themselves. As they did not re-
tain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a repro-
bate mind, to do those things which were not proper; being
filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covet-
ousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit,
malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,” etc.—Romans 1:21-
32.

If any one wonders how our race came into its present de-
praved condition, he has in the above words of the Apostle a
full explanation. And now, after the propagation of the Gos-
pel for more than eighteen cenluries—after the Bible has heen
printed in every language, and when education is so general
that practically everybody can read the Bible, and when knowl-
edge on every subject is so greatly increased, is it not as-
tounding to see that our adversary’s early tactics are again pre-
vailing? Again the learned are professing to be wise, and are
foolishly rejecting the wisdom from above; and again immor-
ality is rampant: anger, malice, hatred, strife, backbiting,
whispering, wars, and murders are prevailing. The Lord seems
to be letting mankind learn the lesson that civilization does
not spell salvation, as some had expected.

The Bible represents mankind as birds, and the great
adversary as the hunter seeking to entrap and to kill them;
but the saints are pictured as speckled birds, especially attrac-
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tive to the hunter. Against these he uses his arts and snares
with keen interest in their downfall.
A BLESSED MEANS OF GRACE

Some years ago, in the Lord’s providence, we were guided
to a presentation of A Vow Unto tHE Lorp which we ear-
nestly recommended to his people and which we believe has
done them great gocl. Not that this Vow, or any other vow,
could be greater or wider in its scope than the vow of self-
sacrifice which each of the Lord’s people took upon himself
before he was acceptable to the Lord and begotten of the
holy Spirit; but this Vow has proven helpful to his saints in
that it has drawn to their particular attention certain dangers
of the way, counseling as respects their abiding in the Lord’s
favor.

About 20,000 of the Lord’s consecrated people have written
us, desiring to be enrolled as amongst those who have taken
this Vow. From very many of these we have heard what great
blessings have come to them through their endeavors to ob-
serve faithfully the various items of that Vow—how their
feet have been kept from stumbling; how they have been
helped in respect to their fellowship with the Lord; how
they have been refreshed in spirit as they remembered daily
at the throne of grace all others who have taken the Vow;
how they have been blessed also in their daily remembrance
of the harvest work and their own privileges therein; and
how they have been made the more cautious by the resolu-
tions respecting Spiritism and Occultism, and respecting
their fellowship with persons of the opposite sex.

With the thought that many may be readers of THE
Warcr TowrR now who were not at the time this Vow was
presented, we print it afresh:

A VOW UNTO THE LORD

1. Our Father, which art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy
name, May Thy rule come into my heart more and more, and
Thy will be done in my mortal body. Relying on the as-
sistance of Thy promised grace to help in every time of need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, I register this Vow,

2. Daily will I remember at the Throne of Heavenly Grace
the general interests of the Harvest work, and particularly the
share which I myself am privileged to enjoy in that work,
and the dear colaborers at the Brooklyn Tabernacle and
Bethel, and everywhere.

3. I Vow to still more carefully, if possible, scrutinize my
thoughts and words and doings, to the intent that I may be
the better enabled to serve Thee and Thy dear flock.

4. T Vow to Thee that I will be on the alert to resist
everything akin to Spiritism and Occultism, and that remem-
bering that there are but the two masters, I shall resist these
snares in all reasonable ways as being of the Adversary.

5. I further Vow that with the exceptions below, I will at
all times, and in all places, conduct myself toward those of
the opposite sex in private exactly as I would do with them in
public—in the presence of a congregation of the Lord’s people.
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6. And, so far as reasonably possible, I will avoid being
in the same room with any of the opposite sex alone, unless the
door to the room stand wide open.

7. Exceptions in the case of Brethren—wife, children,
mother, and natural sisters. In the case of Sisters—husband,
children, father, and natural brothers.

A WORD OF WARNING

We have heard from some that, while they had great
blessings when they carefully observed the Vow, they gradu-
ally grew careless of it and began to lose their blessings, and
stumbled into sin. We shall never be beyond danger, dear
Brethren, as long as we are in the flesh. Hence, everything
that we can do on the side of the Lord, on the side of right-
eousness, as New Creatures enlisted under the banner of our
Redeemer, we should do—for the maintenance of our own
standards and for the assistance of others in the fight against
the world, the flesh, and the adversary, in which we have en-
listed.

The text at the head of this article should never be for-
gotten by any of the soldiers of the cross. The strongest
need to remember it, and surely the weaker ones need to obey
it. We are all lame. None is able to walk uprightly, per-
fectly, in the footprints of our Lord. At very best, we
limp. How necessary, then, that we do our best to avoid trials
and temptations which would be a special strain upon us
because of our weaknesses of the flesh! How we should seek
to walk close to the Lord and to hold firmly to his hand
while passing through the trials and the difficulties of the
present time!

Does some one suggest that such a course represents weak-
ness and dependence? Surely, it does; and surely the one
who does not know of his weakness and dependence upon the
Lord has not learned his primary lesson! Let us not be
ashamed of regulating our lives so as to avoid temptations as
far as possible; for this is the wise course admonished by
the Lord’s Word. To be proud, self-confident, and willing to
trust in ourselves anywhere bespeaks the spirit which is not
in close fellowship with the Lord, who shows his face to the
humble and the meek.

If there are special trials upon the world and upon the
Lord’s followers now, we may expect that these will be in-
creasingly severe in coming days, and years. How necessary
it is that the Lord’s followers shall be courageous, strong, de-
termined for the right—especially in all matters of self-con-
trol! “He that ruleth his own spirit [his own mind]
is greater than the warrior who captures a city,” is the in-
spired announcement. Let us seek to be great from the divine
viewpoint—pleasing to the Lord; guarding well our words and
thoughts and doings, not merely on our own account
but additionally in the interest of all with whom we have to do.
Thus we shall more and more be bright and shining lights,
showing forth the praises of him who has called us out of
darkness into his marvelous light.”—1 Peter 2:9.

FROM MALTA TO ROME

[Paragraphs 1 to 8, 11, 13, 16 and 19 of this article were reprinted from article entitled “St. Paul Prisoner at Rome” pub-
lished in issue of November 1, 1909. The remainder was reprinted from article entitled “The Apostle
Paul at Rome” published in issue of June 15, 1903. Please see the articles named.]

A LIVING SACRIFICE

[Paragraphs 6, 7, 9, 10, 12 and 13 were reprinted from article entitled “Christian Living” published in issue of October 1,

1893.
of May 1, 1901.

Paragraph 11 was reprinted from article entitled “Is Faith the Gift of God” published in issue
The remainder was reprinted from article entitled “Living the New Life”
published in issue of September 1, 1907.

Please see the articles named.]

RESURRECTION

Dear Lord, I pray for courage, strength and love,
For that pure wisdom, promised from above,
That I may faithful be and worthy found

To stand “that day” beside the grass-grown mound
Of my beloved dead, and say, “Arise!

Come forth to light and life, lift up thine eyes!
Awake, and burst the prison bands of death!
Stand up, the God of Heaven restores thy breath!
Return unto the land that gave thee birth—

No longer, as of old, a sin-cursed earth—

The desert places blossom as the rose,

With fragrance laden, every breeze that blows!
A Highway thou shalt find, a way of life,

No pride, nor selfishness, no envy, strife,
Shall prosper there; the ransomed of the Lord
Shall walk thereon, obedient to His Word;
No Jonger shall the ‘lion’ or ‘ravenous least’
Upon the poor, the weak, the innocent feast;
There God shall wipe all tears from every eye,
No grief shall touch thine heart, not e’en a sigh,
And there shall be no death, nor any pain!
Awake! Rejoice and join the glad refrain,
‘Hosanna, peace on earth, good will toward men,
All honour to the Lamb. Amen! Amen!”
GERTRUDE W. SEIBERT,
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LOS ANGELES—SEATTLE—~MILWAUKEE CONVENTIONS

The Los Angeles Convention of the I. B. S. A. opened Sep-
tember 2d and closed September 10th. The Chairman of the
convention, Brother Rutherford, declared that, without any
exception, it was the finest and most spiritual convention he
had ever attended, and many others voiced the same senti-
ment. One sister remarked that the addresses and general
tone of the convention were so spiritual that her eyes were
suffused with tears at every session. Surely, it was good to be
there! The program was closely followed, and the arrange-
ment of the fixed topics in advance seemed to work beneficially,
as it has done with other conventions this year.

The attendance at the convention was estimated at one
thousand. The special service for the public on the closing
Sunday packed the spacious Temple Beautiful to its utmost
capacity, with about 200 brethren on the platform and about
600 in an overflow meeting, making a total of 3,800—besides
about a thousand turned away. The close attention given by
the public was remarked by many. The audience was an ex-
tremely intelligent one, probably one-half of it gray-haired
people. Good results are hoped for from the public service,
and we hope also that the convention’s general influence will
be far reaching, not only in the Los Angeles Congregation,
but also in the smaller companies round about, which were
well represented.

The Puoro-DraMA oF CREATION had two full exhibitions—
four nights each, with a Finale, making nine in all. It was
well attended and a large number of cards were handed in,
requesting further information and literature.

An interesting event outside the convention program was
an address by Brother Russell in the Park Avenue Christian
Church, Los Angeles. The Minister of the Congregation,
Brother Anderson, has within the past few months come in
contact with present truth, and has been feasting upon it.
He has also been preaching it to the congregation, and has
had various of the brethren lead Berean Studies and give
addresses. His invitation to Brother Russell to take supper
at his home and afterwards address the congregation was
accepted with appreciation. The attendance crowded the
edifice, about 500 being present. The attention was excellent.
Evidently a considerable number of the congregation were
deeply impressed with the divine plan of the ages, as were also
visitors from the neighborhood. Brother and Sister Anderson
seem to be very thoroughly committed to following the light
as the Lord may privilege them to see it. They give evidence
of full consecration to the Lord, and a clear spiritual insight
into the plan.

A public witness to the truth was given in San Bernardino
and seemed to be well received. About 500 very intelligent
people gave close heed to the subject, “The World on Fire.”
This was considered on exceuent attendance for a Tuesday
afternoon in September. Many requests were made for liter-
ature.

Our next stop was at San Francisco, where we addressed
ahout 400 of the brethren of that vicinity gathered for
Wednesday afternoon. No public meeting was attempted, but
we had splendid fellowship with the brethren, about 100 of
whom accompanied us to Oakland, where we took our train
northward.

At Ashland, Oregon, about 50 of the friends awaited our
train and gave us a most cordial welcome during the 20
minutes we stopped there, some of them accompanying us
farther.

The next stop was at Medford, Oregon, where we had
about 10 minutes, and were warmly greeted by about 20 of
the friends. Again we exchanged cordial greetings and sang,
as the train pulled out, “God be with you till we meet again.”

Portland, Oregon, was our next stop. Although about 20
of the Portland brethren attended the Seattle Convention,
we were warmly welcomed. About 50 awaited our arrival at
the station. We had splendid fellowship with the brethren
during the day, nearly 300 being in attendance. The evening
meeting for the public was in the largest hall available, Its
capacity of 1,300 was stretched by putting about 200 brethren
on the platform, while about 150 stood. A more earnest and
sympathetic audience could scarcely be imagined. The closest
attention was given and we hope that the eyes of understand-
ing of many were opened and their hearts drawn nearer to our
Blessed Lord.

THE SEATTLE CONVENTION

This was one of the most successful conventions of the
year. There were 1,100 in attendance. A considerable num-
ber of these came from Victoria and Vancouver, Canada—
probably 200. The spirit of the Lord seemed to be manifest
everywhere amongst the brethren—Ilove, joy, peace, the holy
Spirit, shone in their faces. Every way this convention was a
great success. We cannot say that it was better than the Los
Angeles Convention, or others, but it would be hard to im-
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agine a better one, or a more earnest and loving spirit of
fellowship. The convention lasted only four days, but they
were brimful of good things—a spiritual feast.

The service for the public was held in the Arena Sunday
afternoon. A vast audience of 4,500 very intelligent looking
people heard, “The World on Fire,” and what the grand out-
come will be—“a New Heavens and a New Earth,” wherein
will dwell righteousness. The closest attention was given and
probably one-fourth of the audience, or more, were gray-
haired. Requests for further literature were many.

The Love-Feast Sunday evening at the close of the con-
vention was very enjoyable. All hearts seemed to be over-
flowing with love for the Lord and appreciation of his truth,
and with brotherly love for all who are followers of Jesus.

The PHOTO-DRAMA OF CREATION was shown in another
theater every night during the four nights of the convention.
The theater’s capacity of 1,100 was packed, and hundreds
were turned away each night. The DrRAMA will be repeated
on account of the interest manifested. Incidentally we re-
mark that one of the brethren attending the convention from
Canada informed us that the showing of the DrRaMa in his
city had brought between fifty and sixty into the truth and
into regular class attendance.

- - -

Our next stop was at Spokane, Wash., Monday, Sept. 18.
We were greeted at the station by about 60 brethren and
sisters. We had arranged a one-day convention for friends
from nearby points. Nearly 300 were in attendance, and a
splendid season of Christian fellowship was enjoyed. The
evening meeting was for the public, Brother Russell’s topic
being, “The World on Fire.” The attendance was ahout 1,500,
many standing and many turned away. Excellent attention
was given and we have reason to hope that some impression
for the truth was made upon some hearts and minds.

Thursday, Sept. 21st, we arrived in Duluth, Minn. Again
we were given a warm welcome, again a one-day convention
had been appointed, and again the Lord seemed to pour out a
blessing upon us, refreshing our hearts as we considered to-
gether the good things of his Word. The attendance was
not large—less than 100, but the loving interesl manifested
was pronounced. Although the weather was wet and cold
about 750 were present at the night meeting for the public.
They gave splendid attention.

A night’s ride brought us to St. Paul, where we had a
short stopover between trains. The St. Paul and Minneapolis
friends had heard of this stopover and quite a little gathering
assembled to bid us God-speed for the Milwaukee Conven-
tion, to which some of their number had already gone, while
others were intending to go. We had a pleasant hour with
them, very truly refreshing and profitable.

MILWAUKEE CONVENTION

When we arrived the Milwaukee Convention was under
full swing, and excellent reports reached us of blessings al-
ready received from the Lord by those in attendance. We
had two days with the dear friends, and greatly enjoyed the
same. The total number in attendance, about 950, was not as
large as we had hoped for, but the interest made up for the
lack in numbers. The addresses were reported to be excellent,
along the lines of the program and very edifying.

The PrOTO-DRAMA OF CREATION showed for eight nights—
the DraMA being repeated. The attendance throughout was
splendid, averaging about 2,000 per session. About 2200
cards were handed in expressing desire for further literature.

The climax of the convention was the Love Feast and the
public service. About 900 participated in the former at the
conclusion of Brother Russell’s address on “I am the Light
of the World.”

The public address was attended by about 4.500, mostlv in-
telligent and elderly people. Excellent attention was given.
Some results will surely follow to the Master’s praise and
his people’s joy!

Homeward bound we stopped between trains at Chicago.
There also some of the friends met us—nearly a hundred. A
short address was made to them along the lines of the im-
portance of brotherly love amongst the Lord’s people.

Our next stop was Brooklyn, where we arrived on time.

Amongst the interesting features at nearly every place was
the consecration of children. And we should not forget to
remark that the new “Pastoral Work” seemed to make quite
an impression upon the hearts and minds of the friends. Many
of the sisters were glad to have a share in the work and
to know how it could be carried out. We believe that much
will be done immediately, and that the dear sisters throughout
the country will be awakened and taught by experience how
to work efficiently, and that the great smiting of the Jordan
shall (})egin and progress with wonderful power, as we expect
it to do.
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