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enjoy. I receive such a blessing daily with the MorNiNg
MANNA, the Vow and Tue MoRNING RESOLVE! Also, “ARE
YE ABLE TO DRINK oF My Cup?” Oh. the blessed truth! It
satisfies mv longings as nothing else can do. And, dear
Pastor, Tur WarcH Towkr is such a wonderful channel of
blessing. too! We praise God on your behalf as we see how
he has kept you all these years; it gives us courage. The
feast is now spread surely in the midst of our enemies! The
Lord grant we may be enlarged daily and thus have the spirit-
ual capaeity for the SeveNTH VOLUME of which you also spoke.

Our dear Pastor, I would just make one request of you,
if T may. Tt is that you would pray for me; that, having
run well thus far, I might continue faithful even unto death.
Three months ago I had two operations in one. After seven
weeks I came home to take up my family obligations once
again—except sweeping, washing and ironing. 1t taxed my
strength so much that I thought it only right as a new crea-
ture in Christ to speak to my husband. I told him how I
felt. He could not understand, neither could his mother, how
it was that I did not feel able to do the work. Well, this
proved quite a trial to me. But as no deliverance came from
these duties, I considered it my duty, and evidently God’s
will also, that I go on and serve just as long as God gave
me strength. I feel that my strength is going, though I have
not told my husband, as he speaks to me only when he must,
since the experience mentioned.

The pressure I feel has been hard upon me for the last
five or six months, but I have been able to rejoice. Though
the cup has overflowed with sorrow and suffering, nevertheless
I have been able to realize the Lord’s presence very near and
the truth of Jesus’ words, “The Father himself loveth you.”
But even so as our Lord, I would continue to pray with strong
crying and tears, realizing so much my utter helplessness and
need of God’s help through Christ Jesus. I ask you to pray
for me, that T may in due time have the full assurance, as
those who have gone before, that I am acceptable in the
Beloved One, and have made my calling and election sure. I
feel that I have need of patience also, that having done the
will of God I might receive the promise,

Now again I would thank God for the blessed tie that
unites us all in him. My prayer is that we may be enlarged
and abound yet more and more in the love of God. This love
has increased in me as daily I have prayer with you all that
thus we might be able to show forth the praises of him who
hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
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May the Lord bless thee and keep thee, and grant thee the
“abundant entrance” through Christ Jesus our Lord!

Your sister in Christ,

LIKE SAUL, THOUGHT HE DID GOD SERVICE
DEAR BROTHER:—

Am happy to say that I am most surely a believer, and an
earnest one in “The Divine Plan of the Ages,” and just as
set forth by Brother Russell. More than that, T have been
preaching it in no uncertain manner from the pulpit of the
First Baptist Church of this place. And as might be ex-
pected T have also been ordered to stop such preaching or re-
sign; consequently I have resigned. But then, of course, there
are other places to preach, and preach it I will!

Yes, 1 recall the circumstances to which you refer, at the
time of the revival meeting in my church, at the time the
PHoTo-DRAMA was shown here, and I recall the matter only
with shame and humiliation for the part I played in it.
While T made no speech at the band-stand that afternoon, 1
did help to arrange the meeting with the object of keeping
people from seeing the DraMA. The evangelist and the Meth-
odist pastor of this place did the speaking, but I approved
of it at the time. That humiliating experience serves to show
what an absurd and enormous blunder a man makes when he
jumps at conclusions and forms an opinion without investiga-
tion, just hecause “everyone says so.” However, like Saul, I
verily thought I did God a service, and being honest and sin-
cere, though ignorant, like him, I obtained mercy, and have
been shown a “more excellent way.”

I am already beginning to feel the edge of the people’s op-
position, and, as you say, from those who were formerly my
strongest supporters. However, *“’Tis always with the right-
eous well,” and I trust that I have the imputed righteousness
of my Master, and that through his grace and help I shall be
able to exemplify that righteousness in my life.

I have a full set of the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, am
getting THE WaTcE Tower and also the BIBLE STUDENTS
MonTtHLY. No, I have not a copy of Brother Rutherford’s
“Defense of Brother Russell,” nor do I need one for myself,
as I need no further evidence than the Stupirs. But I might
be able to use one to advantage with others that are not so
eonvinced.

Thanking you for the interest and sympathy manifested
in your letter, and requesting that you will remember me at
the throne of grace.

I am your brother in the truth,
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BAPTISM FOR REMISSION OF SINS FOR JEWS ONLY

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance; but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not
worthy to bear; he will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.”—Matthew 3:11.

We should make quite a marked distinction between the
Atonement Day arrangement for Israel with its cancelation,
and any other arrangement for cancelation of sin.  The sac-
rifices of the Day of Atonement typified the “better sacrifices”
for the putting away of original sin. Original sin was Adam’s
sin, which has descended to all of his children. The entire
race is by pnature under the dominion of that original sin and
under its penalty. God purposes to do away with both the
sin and its penalty, through the great High Priest, Jesus.
Jesus has already died and has now nearly completed the
offering of the ‘better sacrifices” than those offered by the
typical high priest of Isracl. We see that the time is coming
when there will not be a mere imputation of the merit of
Christ, as there has been during the Gospel age for the church;
for during the incoming age his merit will be applied abso-
lutely for the sins of the whole world, and the sins of the
world—the Adamic sin—will be canceled forever. The con-
demnation of original sin will be no more upon any one, any-
where; and all who will may be assisted up to all that was
lost by Adam and redcemed by Christ Jesus.

But there are other sins hesides original sin. and the culpa-
bility of these is proportionate to the amount of knowledge
enjoyed. Those which are unintentional are in our Lord’s
prayer called “trespasses.” But prayer to God would not set
aside original sin—only the death of Jesus as a ransom could
get this aside. There are certain ones who through faith in his
redeeming blood and by consecration of heart and life to the
Lord have become children of God. Because of inherited im-
perfections these children of God commit trespasses. When
they recognize these trespasses, they should come to the throne
of heavenly grace “that they may obtain mercy and find grace
to help in time of need.” Others than those who have become
children of God have no standing with him and have no right

to make petitions. The only ones who have a hearing with
God are those who have become disciples, or followers, of
Christ and who bave been accepted by him as his followers.
For such he has become the surety and has inducted them into
a blessed relationship with the Father—the relationship of
sons.

The Tsraelites were God’s people, in covenant relationship
with him through typical arrangements. The time had not
then come for Christ to die for sinners, so God gave them a
system of types, pointing forward to the real Sacrifice for sins
to be offered “in due time.” He arranged that those who came
into this covenant relationship with him should be treated as
though their sins had been actually forgiven and canceled.
“Year by year continually,” as the Apostle Paul says, they
were to repeat these Atonement Day sacrifices, and thus have,
typically, a fresh cancelation of Adamic sin for ancther vear.
for the sacrifice was good only for one year. Because of this
arrangement their unwitting transgressions were typically set
aside, and they continued to be God’s eovenant people. Dur-
ing each year, however, they might through more or less weak-
ness fall into errors of thought, of word and of conduct. These
would be trespasses.

THE OBJECT OF JOHN’S BAPTISM

When John the Baptist began his ministry, he came preach-
ing that the time was now at hand when Messiah would appear,
and the invitation to come into the real kingdom of God be
given. His exhortation was that all the people should get
ready for this, otherwise they would not be prepared to re-
ceive Messiah. He said in substance, Examine your life. Are
you living to the best of your ability according to the law?
If not, if you are living according to a lower standard than the
best of which you are capable, you are guilty. To whatever
extent you are not living up to your highest possibilities, you

[5962]



OcroBer 1, 1916

are in disfavor with God and untrue to your covemant. If
you desire from now on to do your best, show this by being
baptized in water. This will be an acknowledgment that you
repent of sins, and you will thus wash away your sinms.

The people washed away their own sing, typically. John
the Baptist did not wash them away. Those who had not
been living in harmony with their Law Covenant, but who heard
John gladly and turned from sin, were largely the very ones
to whom the message respecting the coming of Messiah ap-
pealed. Thus they became, with those who had kept themselves
in God’s favor and blessing, “Israelites indeed, in whom was no
guile.” This washing away of sins was not an actual cleans-
ing from guilt; for only the blood of Jesus, the merit of his
ransom-sacrifice, could actually take away sin.

SAUL OF TARSUS BAPTIZED WITH JOHN'S BAPTISM

Some have asked, With what baptism was Saul of Tarsus
baptized? with Jesus’ baptism or John’s baptism? Saul had
lived “in all good conscience” before God during his previous
life; how, then, did he have sins to wash away on the occa-
sion of his conversion to Christ? We recall the incident of his
conversion.  While engaged in persceuting the Christians,
Saul, on his way to Damascus, had been stricken down, and
the Lord had manifested himself to him. Then as St. Paul
afterward said, he saw Jesus shining above the brightness of
the sun at noonday and, as the result of this glorious mani-
festation, his eyes were blinded. His companions then led him
to Damascus, where for three days he neither ate nor drank.
Then Ananias, a servant of God, was sent by the Lord, to re-
store Saul’s sight. After Saul recovered his sight, Ananias
said to him, “And now, why tarriest thou? Arise and be bap-
tized, and wash away thy sins.”

St. Paul apparently never entirely recovered from this in-
jury to his eyes. The Lord refused to fully restore his sight.
Certain Seriptures seem to imply that his weakness of eyes
was what he called his “thorn in the flesh.”  But the Lord
declared that he would give him what would be more than an
offset to his poor eyesight—the riches of his grace. (2 Cor-
inthians 12:7-10) Although he was highly honored by reve-
lations, this affliction served to keep him humble, and to remind
him that at one time he had been injurious to the Lord’s

eople.

P ’Pi'he Apostle declared that what he did was done “in all good
conscience,” verily thinking that he was doing God service when
he persccuted the followers of Jesus. He said that he had
received merey because he “did it ignorantly through unbelief.”
He declared, *‘I am the least of saints. not worthy to be called
a saint, because I persecuted the church of God.” In his pre-
vious life he had been very careful to keep the ontward forms
of the law, being, as he said, “a Pharisee of the Pharisees.”
But he had neglected the spirit of the law—mercy and justice.
In his zeal for the law he had energetically persecuted those
in harmony with God. He was, therefore, a sinner, without
having been conscious that he was doing wrong. But his sin
was declared by the Lord through Ananias, who reproved Saul
and called ¢n him to realize his sins and wash them away by
baptism.

NO SINS ACTUALLY REMITTED BY BAPTISM

This leads us to consider in what way baptism could wash
away sins. The Scriptures show us that there is no baptism
that washes away sins as far as the Gentiles are concerned.
All of us who were Gentiles have had our sing washed away,
not by water, but by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. To us
baptism signifies something different from the washing away
of sins, as was the baptism of John; namely, a burial into,
an induction into, the body of Christ, the church,

However, this does not signify that St. Paul and other
Jews were not properly inducted into Christ. The Jews were
“baptized into Moses, in the sea and in the cloud.” Moses was
the mediator for the whole nation of Israel; he stood between
God and the people. Because this was so, God entered into a
covenant with them; and Israel entered into a covenant with
God, declaring that all his commandments they wonld keep.
Throughout the Jewish age some of them kept these command-
ments without any serious break. Amongst these were a num-
her of the Apostles, we believe. They had been living good,
honest, upright lives, in harmony with the Lord, so far as they
were at that time able to live.

Others of those who came to Jesus were such as realized
that they had been sinners; but they had repented. We remem-
ber that this was the very object of the Father’s plan in send-
ing John the Baptist. John taught the Jews that the Mes-
siah wag about to come to them, and that all who desired to be
found in harmony with the kingdom he would proclaim, should
see to it that they were in harmony with the law, Some had
nothing to repent of and nothing to wash away by baptism.
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Many of those who realized that they had been unfaithful to
their covenant with God were baptized in water, symbolically
washing away the sins they had committed. This act of re-
pentance brought them back under the blessings and favor of
their Law Covenant. But although the blood of bulls and
goats shed according to their law did not actually take away
sin, yet properly received by faith these sacrifices kept the
people in covenant relationship with God. Seo likewise, neither
could water baptism remit sin, but it restored them to full
harmony with God’s arrangement for Israel.

So the Jews, who recognized that thev had been Living out
of harmony with God, took the opportunity of being bap-
tized by John. Washing away their sins symbolically in
water, they publicly declared that they intended thenceforth
to live in accordance with God’s law. Others, the religious
leaders, were hypocritical. They were sure that if God pur-
posed to bless any of his people at the coming of the Messial
he would bless those who had kept themselves in harmony with
his law—themselves. The Scribes, the Pharisees, and the Doe-
tors of the law at that time, as well as the Sadducees, all had
a light opinion of John’s work. Jesus said that this was be-
cause they were unwilling to repent and wash away their sins,
unwilling to acknowledge that they had any sins to wasii
away. Therefore, as they received not John, they were cqually
unready to receive the One of whom John was the forerunner.
the One who came to take away sin actually by making his
own life the sin-offering.

HOW JEWS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM MOSES TO CHRIST

Gentiles could not by repenting get back into relationship
with the Mosaic Law; for they had never been under that
law. Moses was a type of Christ. As the Jews were all bap-
tized into Moses, so when Jesus took the place of Moses, the
baptism into Moses was counted as baptism into Christ to all
who accepted Jesus as the Messiah. As the Apostle pointed
out (Acts 3:22), “A prophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye
hear in all things.,” Christ was this Prophet like unto Moses,
only far greater—Ilike unto him in that he was to be the
Representative of God to “all the people,” the world of man-
]Idnd,las Moses was his representative to all the people of
srael.

Any Jew who was in proper relationship to God through
Moses was brought over into Christ upon the exercise of
faith, so that he was in Christ as soon as he recognized Christ
as the antitype of Moses and realized that his baptism into
Moses meant typically his baptism into the great Antitype of
Moses. In referring o the typical relationship of Israel to
Christ, the Apostle Paul declared that when they drank of
the water from the smitten Rock, “they drank of that spirit-
ual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”
They drank of it in type. Hence when in due time the
faithful ones of Israel accepted the Messiah by faith, they died
to that typical relationship, and thenceforth drank actually
of the spiritual Rock—Christ Jesus. They came into vital re-
lationship to Messiah.

Baptism for the remission of sins is no longer effective
for the Jews, because their opportunity is closed, the way
by which they might have a preference over the Gentiles.
There is no provision now by means of which the Jews
are privileged to come into Christ by any easier way than
are those of any other nation or people. As a nation the
Jews were left desolate five days before the crucifixion of
Christ, until their “double” or disfavor should be fulfilled.
See ScrrpTURE Stubpies, Volume 2, pp. 216-228. We under-
stand that special favor even to individual Jews ended three
and a half years after the cross, at the close of their seventieth
week, as foretold by the Prophet Daniel. (Daniel 9:24-27)
See ScrirTURE StUDIES, Vol. 2, pp. 63-71.

The Apostle explains (Romans 11) that while the Israel-
ites had heen the natural branches of the olive tree, of which
the promise to Abraham was the root and the Lord Jesus
Christ was the antitypical trunk, nevertheless the time came
when many of these branches were broken off. A hroken-off
branch could not be restored by any different process than
that by which a wild branch could be ingrafted. These
branches had already been broken off when the Apostle re-
ferred to the matter in his letter to the church at Rome.
Hence any Jew coming into Christ then would have to be
graf’ced in the same as a Gentile. He would have no prece-

ence.
IMPROPER BAPTISM OF THE TWELVE EPHESIANS

We note the case of the Ephesians mentioned in Acts 19.
Apollos had preached at Epheus and had baptized twelve
brethren. But Apollos himself had not then been clearly in-
formed as to the difference between the baptism of the Jews
and that of the Gentiles; and he perfermed on them the
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baptism of John, which was for the remission of the sins of
the Jews against their Law Covenant, including later their
sin of rejection and crucifixion of Messiah. But God would not
recognize this baptism for a Gentile. The Gentiles had never
been in covenant reationship with him.

When St. Paul came to Ephesus and perceived that these
men had none of the gifts of the spirit then common to all
believers, he inquired what baptism they had received. They
answered, “John’s baptism.” Then he required them to be
baptized again, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. This
brought them into full relationship with God, as were the
remainder of the disciples. The Lord probably permitted this
mistake in order that the apostles might more clearly under-
stand, and that thus the truth of the matter might come down
to us. These things give us a clear conception of how particu-
lar God is in all his dealings. This is a definite way in
which we may come into covenant relationship with the
Lord, and he insists on the recognition of the conditions which
must be observed to this end.

NATURAL BRANCHES BROKEN OFF

The Jewish people have been broken off from favor and
fellowship with God for a long time, a period of disfavor equal
to the former period of their favor—1845 years, as we have
shown in ScrRIPTURE StUDIES. They are severed from the
original olive tree. But God is able to “graft them in again,”
as the Apostle decares. So during the Gospel age the Jew
has had the same privilege of coming into the body of Christ
as the Gentile. The fact that one is a Jew does not hinder
him from entering into the enjoyment of all the privileges
of Gentile Christians. The only thing that has hindered is
the great gulf of prejudice and misconception of God.

The Jewish nation are cast off from divine favor “until the
fulness of the Gentiles he come in.” We believe the “fulness”
is now ahout completed. St. Paul declares that the Jews,
Israel after the flesh, shall he restored to favor with God.
“They shall obtain mercy through your [the Gospel church’s]
mercy,” he assures us. They shall be brought back through
the ministration of the glorified church. As a nation they
failed to avail themselves of the privileges of this Gospel
age to have their sins put away by accepting Christ; but
the Jews will come into favor under the most favorable con-
ditions when the new order of things shall be established—
when by the application of the merit of his sacrifice Christ
shall have made atonement for the whole world. This will
include the sins of the Jews. Their “double” of disfavor
having ended, as we understand, in the spring of 1878, God’s
favor is gradually being manifested to the Jews, and will
continue to increase until their full restoration, though their
chastisement is not yet completed.

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES FOR NATURAL ISRAEL

At the inauguration of the new age of blessing natural
Israel will be granted a special place and privilege; “for the
gifts and calling of God are not things to be repented of.”
We see how in another way, also, this special privilege will
come to them: namely, in that the law has been more or
less of restraint upon them in their daily lives as a people.
They have had more or less of loyalty to God, which has kept
them separate from other nations. This special privilege of
preeminence in the Messianic kingdom, however, will not be
granted to all who are Jews by blood; but only to those who
prove loyal to the law and the prophets—those who are Jews
at heart, and not merely outwardly. All others are merely
Gentiles.—Romansg 2:28, 29.

The earthly phase of the kingdom will be composed of the
ancient worthies of the ages preceding the first advent of our
Lord. Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job, and
the Hebrew prophets and other faithful ones will be in power
as “princes In all the earth.” (Psalm 45:16) The orthodox
Jews will be more ready to receive the blessing of the new
dispensation promptly than will any other people. Therefore
thev will have the first blessing—not by reason of partiality
on God’s part in showing favor to these people, but by vir-
tue of the fact that he made a covenant with them as the
posterity of faithful Abraham.

BAPTISM IN THE NEXT AGE

We have no reason to think that baptism will be praec-
tised in the new dispensation. We have no Scriptures that
tell us it will be introduced. Yet it will not be surprising
if it shall be reestablished; for baptism is a very beautiful
picture of consecration to God, the full giving of the life to
his service. It may be introduced as a symbol of washing
away sin or as a symbol of consecration. What we do not
know we think it best not to discuss. We do see that the
church was baptized into Christ by being baptized into his
death; and that baptism is, therefore, to the Christian, a
symbol of death. But it need not be a symbol of death al-
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ways. This beautiful figure might be transmuted to signify
a baptism into the family of Christ, a manifestation of the
adoption of this new Father, in contradistinction to the old
father, Adam—a rising to newness of life through the Lord
Jesus Christ. We should not be surprised if this would be the
case, but it is not wise to speculate in advance. It is better
to leave those matters not yet clear, until the Lord shall
open them up fully.

John’s Baptism was called by that name bhecause John
was the first one who used baptism; and he, as the fore-
runner of Christ, used it to do a preparatory work. Not
only John and his disciples, but also Jesus and his disciples,
practised this baptism among the Jews. (John 4:1-3) This
rite called to repentance of sin and the getting into harmorny
with the Messiah who was about to come. It was very neces-
sary that Jesus should be recognized as the great Anointed
One; for although John’s baptism was to bring the Jews back
into accord with Moses, into harmony with the Law, neverthe-
less it was to prepare them to accept the Messiah.

The baptism of Jews after Pentecost was the same—for
the remission of sins; but they had charged against them, in
addition to their other sins of unfaithfulness, the cruecifixion
of the Prince of Life. Many acknowledged their guilt when
they realized what had been done. They saw that the whole
nation was guilty of what the people had done through their
rulers, the high priest, the under priests, the Sanhedrin, the
Scribes, the Pharisees and the Doctors of the law.

Those Jews who were contrite of heart were prompted to
ask what they should do to escape the condemnation which
was upon the whole people. St. Peter answered, “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the holy
Spirit.” In a measure extenuating their sin of crucifying
the Messiah, he said, “I wot, brethren, that in ignorance
ye did it, as did also your rulers; for had they known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.” (Acts 2:37, 38;
3:13-15, 17) He reminded them that they were the children
of the promises; and that as Israelites they had a special
claim on this arrangement which God had made through his
Anointed Son, in that it must come to them first; and that
their repentance would bring them forgiveness and remission
of sins,

The Apostle was not speaking, however, of a new immer-
sion into the body of Christ which would be applicable only
to Gentiles; for Gentiles could not be received in the same
way, by remission of sins and a restitution to God’s favor un-
der the Jewish Law arrangement to which they had never been
subject. Gentiles had never sinned against the law; there-
fore they could not be dealt with as the Jews.

WAS JOHN’S BAPTISM CHRISTIAN BAPTISM?

Again, it is asked, Was the baptiem of John, Christian
Baptism? If not, when did Christians begin to baptize
with the Christian baptism? We reply, John’s Baptism was
not Christian baptism, but merely a haptism for the washing
away of sins, as we have shown. Few of those baptized by
John knew anything about Christ. It could not, there-
fore, have been a Christian baptism. However, it would amount
to Christian baptism to the Jews who observed it because hy
coming back into Moses and recognizing Christ as the antitype
of Moses they would thus be transferred into Christ after
Pentecost.

But Christian baptism to the Gentiles was a new thing.
It symbolized the grafting of wild olive branches into the
Israelitish olive tree. It was an immersion of aliens into
the bod{ of Messiah making them fellow-members with the
Jews of the twelve tribes of spiritual Israel, whose entire
number was to be 144,000—twelve thousand from each tribe.
(Revelation 2:9; 3:9; 7:1-8; 14:1-5) Those taken from
among the Gentiles were the wild olive branches grafted
into the good olive tree making up the number which lacked
to complete this body of Christ.

SHOULD WATER BAPTISM BE PRACTISED NOW?

Some friends seem to have been in doubt as to whether
it is proper to practise water baptism since October 1st, 1914,
and if so, as to what words should be used by the administra-
tor in immersing the candidate, especially if he has but lately
made a consecration.

To this we reply; firstly, Just when the membership of
the body of Christ will be consummated is not a matter that
we are capable of determining with positiveness. Up to that
time we may be sure that any one presenting himself in
the proper way was eligible. Secondly, Some of those who
now present themselves for immersion have made a complete
consecration previously; they may be symbolizing a consecra-
tion made five, ten or twenty years ago. Thirdly, Even if we
were sure that the body of Christ is now completed, we see
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no reason why consecration to God should not be symbolized
by water baptism; for this rite represents the surrender and
burial of the individual will into the will of the Lord, and this
is the proper course for every one to take. We could not im-
agine a different course for all to take during the Millennial
age. The difference will be that the Lord will not accept them
then to a change of nature, but to his favor under the resti-
tution privileges of that dispensation—an uplift to perfect
human nature on the earth.

Those who will come into harmony with God’s arrange-
ments for the world during the Millennium, now about to
dawn, are to be the children of Christ—he is spoken of as
their “Everlasting Father”—their Life-giver. He is not the
Father of the Gospel church, but their Elder Brother, They
are the children of God. The life that will be given to the
world will be the earthly life, the kind which Jesus surren-
dered on their behalf. They are referred to in 1 Cor., chapter
15, as they that are his, who become his, during the thousand
years of his presence.
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The Common Version rendering is obszure. Verse 23 should
read, “But every man in his own order: the anointed first
fruits; afterward, they that are Christ’s in his presence”’—
during his Parousia, the thousand years of Christ’s reign.
“Then cometh the end, when he [Christ] shall have delivered
up the kingdom to God, even the Father,” “that God may be
all in all.” (Verses 24-28) All of the restored world wi'.
belong to the general family of Christ. Jesus the Bridegroom
and the church his bride will have the regenerated human
family as their children on the earthly plane of being. Man-
kind will become Christ’s children by the consecration of
themselves. The Father’s will for them will not be the spirit
nature, but human restitution to all that was lost in Adam.

For all these reasons we see that it is proper that we
should make no change at this time either in the symbolic
baptism or in the language used in connection with the same.
We think it a fitting picture of consecration to God and his
service on whatever plane of life one may spend eternity,
whether spiritual or earthly,

REST

“For we which have believed do enter imto rest.”

The rest of faith! How wondrous sweet,
Each trial and each grief to meet,
Upheld by that sufficient grace,

That trusts Him where it cannot trace.

The rest of peace! With mind so stayed,
That as the sea-birds, unafraid,

Upon the stormy deep do sleep,

My soul an inmost calm doth keep.

‘The rest of love! What holy bliss,
That He is mine, and I am His!

It sweetens every bitter cup,

It bids my tear-dimmed eyes look up;

It satisfies my hungry heart,

And makes this life of Heaven a part;

Oh! blessed rest of faith and peace,

Oh! rest of love that ne’er shall cease.
GERTRUDE W. SEIBERT.

TEMPTATIONS PECULIAR TO THE NEW CREATION

‘“We have not an High Priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as

we are, yet without sin.

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may

obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”—Hebrews 4:15, 16,

In his discourse, as given in this epistle, the Apostle Paul
has led his readers up to the point of appreciation that
although the Lord Jesus was not a priest according to the
Jewish arrangement, not being a member of the tribe of Levi,
nevertheless he was a Priest according to special divine
appointment. He entered upon his priestly office at the time of
his begetting and anointing of the holy Spirit, which he
received at his baptism by John. His work as High Priest
still continues, and will not be complete until the close of his
reign of a thousand years. He is now a Priest on the highest
plane, the divine plane, Although at his resurrection he be-
came so great, so highly exalted above mankind, nevertheless
this great High Priest, the highest of all the house of sons,
is One who can be touched with the feeling of our human
infirmities. He realizes our imperfection, our trials, our diffi-
culties; for in the days of his flesh he had similar trials,
similar difficulties.

The question arises, How could Jesus have had the same
kind of difficulties that a mother would have? How could
he be tried in all points as a mother? He never was a mother.
How could he be tempted as a father? He never was a
father. How could he be tempted as a drunkard, or in many
ways as fallen humanity are tempted, when he was perfect?

We answer, The Apostle was not referring to the tempta-
tions of fallen humanity. He says, “He was tewmapted in all
points like as we are” He was speaking of new creatures.
We know of no temptation that came to our Lord except
those which came to him as a new creature. He was tempted
as we are tempted as new creatures in Christ, He was not
subject to every temptation which assails us from the fallen
tastes, appetites and tendencies, which come to us as members
of the degenerate race of Adam. These are not temptations
to the new creature. Those who have enlisted under the ban-
ner of Jehovah should love righteousness and hate iniquity.
This was our Lord’s mind.

Whoever in his mind loves the wrong and approves the
wronz gives evidence of not having the mind of Christ, and
would not properly be one of the “we” class referred to here,
since his temptations would not be like those which spirit-
begotten new creatures have, like those which Jesus had.
Those who have formerly lived in sin should sufficiently know
of its undesirability. Those who have practised sin should
have had satisfactory evidence of its unholy nature, of its
pernicious and destructive effects. So we who have fled from
sin and come into God’s family do not wish to return to its
hondage, like a dog to his vomit or a sow to her wallowing in
the mire. Those are not our temptations at all. Our tempta-
tions are much more subtle.

VII--12

TEMPTATIONS TO SELFISHNESS

Looking back at our Lord’s life after his baptism in Jor-
dan, we see how he was tempted. One of his temptations was
in respect to the use of his God-given power. He was very
hungry, and was in a place where no food could be secured.
The adversary suggested that he use his miraculous power to
produce food for himself by commanding the stones to become
bread. This he could have done; for we remember that on
more than one occasion he miraculously created food to feed
the multitudes, and at another time he turned water into the
choicest wine. But on this occasion he refused to use this
power to satisfy his own appetite. The spirit of devotion to
the Father led him into the wilderness for prayer, meditation
and study of God’s Word, preparatory to beginning his sacri-
ficial service.

We have not the power to turn stones into bread or water
into wine. But we have certain privileges and opportunities;
for instance, the opportunity of speaking in the name of the
Lord and of telling of his goodness and of his wonderful plan
for human salvation. All these things are privileges to us
who are following in the footsteps of Jesus. In these the
temptation is to do these things for our own special ad-
vantage. For example, we might undertake to proclaim the
truth with the thought of obtaining great honor or a large
salary. This temptation frequently comes to those who are
God’s ministers—to use this power of God and the truth of
God for personal aggrandizement. To what extent any
would do these things to that extent he would be falling into
temptation.

Another way in which Jesus was tempted was in the sug-
gestion to cast himself down from the pinnacle of the Temple,
and thus call the attention of all the people to himself. This
act would prove him to be possessed of superhuman power
and would seem to imply that he was under the special pro-
tection of God. He could thus make a marvelous demonstra-
tion of himself and he would be considered some great one.
The adversary, true to his usunal methods, misapplied a
Scripture, endeavoring to convince the Master that God had
promised to protect him in just such an instance, to uphold
him lest he should dash his foot against a stone. But Jesus
resented this misinterpretation of Scripture, and answered,
“It is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” He
refused to tempt God, to try him through a misapplication
of his promise. The written Word was his refuge and
strength in each temptation.

So some of Christ’s disciples are tempted to do things in a
spirit of foolhardiness, hoping that God will shield them from
the evil results of a course which would be contrary to the
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laws of nature or save them from consequences which would
be the natural result of certain actions. This would be pre-
sumption on the part of a child of God. Such a course is
saying by implication, God will protect me, he will not allow
me to come to harm.” To presume to do what God has never
authorized in his Word, and then expect a miracle to prevent
evil from resulting, is entirely wrong and unjustifiable, If
we should presume to go out in cold or stormy weather im-
properly clad, when it is not necessary to do so, and thus risk
contracting illness thereby, we would be doing a wrong and
unwarranted thing. Our bodies belong to the Lord and we
have no right to do anything unnecessarily which would be a
risk of injury or death. Only duty or necessity would excuse
such a course.

TEMPTATIONS TO COMPROMISE

Another temptation which was presented to our Lord was
that he look out over the kingdoms of the world, and then be
assured that all these should be given over to his control,
without his having to submit to suifering, without taking the
painful course marked out by God, if he would just fall down
and worship Satan, acknowledge his authority instead of that
of Jehovah. Satan’s words implied that he would not require
such suffering and sacrifice as God required; that if Jesus
would only co-operate with him, all would work smoothly and
prosperously. Our dear Lord replied, “Get thee hence, Satan!
for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and
him only shalt thou serve.”” So on every point the wily
adversary was foiled. Jesus had as a panoply the Word of
God, and was safe from every attack.

So temptations may come to us. We might have sug-
gestions that if we would only not be too straight-laced, but
would co-operate to some extent with the world and its spirit,
we might get along better and have a greater influence over
people. This was the adversary’s argument with the Master:
“Co-operate with me, and we will bring the whole world where
you can give them great blessings.” But Jesus would not
swerve from the Father’s way. Temptations and suggestions
of this kind often come to the Lord’s people. We fear that
many of his professed followers have compromised with the
world and the adversary. The church systems have fallen
into this very trap of the devil. This has surely been a grave
and costly mistake. Temptations and suggestions of this kind
come often to the Lord’s people.
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TEMPTATIONS TO RETURN EVIL FOR EVIL

We also have temptations to return evil for evil and railing
for railing. Our Lord was so tempted just before his cruci-
fixion. When he was delivered to the chief priests and taken
before the Jewish Sanhedrin, he did not show them up, as he
might have done. Jesus might have delivered a very scathing
criticism of the high priest at that time; he might truthfully
have made caustic remarks about the high priest’s character.
With the power of eloquence which he possessed, he might
have made a great stir. Perhaps he felt an impulse in this
direction, but he held his peace, and allowed himself to be led
as a lamb to the slaughter. And so we have temptations of
a similar kind—temptations to render evil for evil, to keep
square with people, to give them what they deserve.

OUR THRONE OF MERCY

When we realize that we are not always successful in
resisting these temptations, we are to remember that we have
a throne of grace, to which we may come and find mercy and
grace to help in time of need. We may come to our great
High Priest. The high priest of old held a very high and
honorable position. Our High Priest is far more highly
exalted. In considering this, we might at first be inclined to
think of him ag very austere, not easily approached. But the
Apostle says that we are to remember that this is the One
who is our Savior, the One who died for us; and that
although he is so greatly exalted and seated upon the throne
of glory, yet his throne is also a throne of mercy.

Coming to the Savior’s throne is not the same as coming
directly to the Father’s throne. Jehovah’s throne is a throne
of justice, but Jesus’ throne is a throne of mercy. Here we
may obtain mercy if we fail to come up to the highest
standard. We are to remember that our merciful High Priest
knows just what kind of trials we have. If we have tried to
do our best, and have been overtaken in a fault, he knows
how to make allowance for us and to be very sympathetic.
We are to remember that this Mercy Seat is for this very
purpose—to show mercy to us.

Thus as we realize that in our temptations and trials the
Lord is for us as he sees our earnest struggles and endeavors,
it makes us the stronger in resistance another time, *“He
knows, and loves, and cares.” Therefore we should never
grow discouraged, but come to him again and again, remem-
bering that he is never weary of our coming and that he will
not turn us away empty.

SHIPWRECKED ON MELITA—(MALTA)

NOVEMBER 5.—AcTs 27:38-44.
{Paragraphs 1 to 7 and 9 to 12 were reprinted from article entitled “For God was With Him” published in issue of Novem-
ber 1, 1909. The remainder was reprinted from article entitled “God Moves in a Mysterious Way”
printed in issue of June 1, 1803. please see the articles named.]

“When the storms of life are raging,
Tempests wild on sea and land,

I will seek a place of refuge
In the shadow of God’s hand.

“So, when here the cross I’m bearing,
Meeting storms and billows wild,
Jesus for my soul is caring:
Naught can harm His Father’s child.”

THE POWER OF THE WILL—SELF-CONTROL

[The last three paragraphs of this article were reprinted from article entitled “Bear Ye One Another’s Burdens” published

in issue of October 15, 1905,

Paragraphs 4 tn 11 i- clusive were reprinted from article entitled ‘“The

Power of the Will—Self Control” published in issue of November 15, 1009. The remainder was
reprinted from article entitled “Each Shall Give Account to God” published in issue

of November 1, 1907.

Please see the articles named.]

INTERESTING QUESTIONS REGARDING TYPES

TYPE A STRONGER WORD THAN FIGURE OR PICTURE

Question.—What is the difference between the words
“type,” “figure,” and “picture”?

Answer—There is a very strong relationship between these
words. To some people they would all mean the same; to
others there would be a slight difference of meaning. A type
is a figure, and is also a picture, designed to bring out certain
important matters and details as divinely appointed. A figure
is a much less exact representation or statement of matters
than a type. Abraham ‘received Isaac from the dead in a
ficure (Hebrews 11:17-19); that is. there is a pictorial illus.
tration connected with the matter, but it is not so sharp as in
a type.

3}) parable is a figure; it is a word-picture, but not a type.
It has not the exactness of a type. We would use the words
parable and picture in the same way; for we see no difference.
A type is an exact pattern of its antitype, just as a printer’s
type corresponds to the matter printed therefrom. Isaac was
a type of Christ; Rebecca, his wife, a type of the bride of
Christ; Ishmael, Abraham’s son by Sarah’s bondmaid, was a

type of the nation of Israel, developed under the Law Cove-
nant, which was typified by Hagar, the bondwoman,

A picture, a figure or a parable would have weight and
value according to the character of the person who made the
picture or the parable, and in proportion as it had intrinsic
merit. A type would be beyond all this, in that it is very
clearly defined and implies divine foreknowledge and arrange-
ment. God gives types. Men may give pictures, figures or
parables.

ANTITYPES FOLLOW TYPES AT ONCE

Question.—Is the type always followed by the antitype at
once or not?

Answer—Our thought is that we should expect a type to
be followed by its antitype; and we would rather look for it
to follow immediately. For instance, after the type of the
eating of the Passover lamb was recognized for the last time
by Jehovah, it was followed immediately by the antitype,
Jesus, the Lamb of God, who was crucified on the very same
date as the annual Passover Supper. The type of the bullock
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and the Lord’s goat, offered as sin-offerings on the Jewish Day
of Atonement, was followed at once by its antitype, as soon
as the typical sacrifices were repudiated by the Father, when
the Jewish house was left “desolate,” just before Jesus’ death.
~—Matthew 23:37, 38; Luke 13:34, 35.

Again, in thinking of Isaac as a type of Christ, we think
of him as the typical heir to the promise God made to his
father Abraham. God declared to Abraham, “In thy Seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” Isaac was the
natural seed of Abraham according to this promise; and Isaac
continued down the Jewish age in that he was represented
in the children of Israel, his natural posterity. Thus he was
the recognized seed of Abraham down to the time when Jesus
became the spiritual seed. There the natural seed was cast
off. The real Seed of Abraham, in whom the promise cen-
tered, was not the natural seed, but the spiritual Seed.

Jesus was not the antitypical Seed of Abraham when he
was born into the world—not until he had been begotten of
the holy Spirit. Jesus began to be the antitype of Isaac at
that time. Ever since Christ’s spiritual birth on the divine
plane of being, the members of his body have been in process
of development. So this Spiritual Isaac began te fulfil the
type as an antitype in the person of Jesus when he became
the spiritual Seed, and is continuing, in the persons of his
body members, to take the place of the type. Thus the type
is merged into the antitype.

Question—How would the above answer apply in the cases
of Adam and of Melchizedek ?

Answer.—The Apostle Paul explains in the case of Melchi-
zedek that his priesthood had no beginning and no ending, the
order of his priesthood was to be perpetuated; consequently
his priesthood did not pass away until the antitypical Priest-
hood came. The Apostle particuiarly points out that he was
without father or mother in the priesthood—“he abideth a
priest continually,” he continued a priest to the conclusion of
the type in its antitype. He was a type of the greater Melchi-
zedek, which is The Christ, Head and body. Jesus was “made
a High Priest forever [literally for the age] after the order
of Melchizedek.”—Hebrews 6:20.

As for Adam, we are not sure that the Lord’s Word speaks
of him as a type. The Apostle does not contrast Adam and
Jesus, but speaks of the first Adam and the Second Adam.
Christ is verv unlike Adam. Adam disobeyed God, while
Christ was wholly obedient. Adam failed while Jesus suec-
ceeded. St. Paul says (1 Corinthians 15:47) that the Second
Man is the Lord from heaven. The first Adam continues to
be the head of the human family. We still speak of him as
Father Adam. The Second Adam will not begin his work
until the Millennial age, when he will become the second
Father to the race, taking the place of the first Adam. He
is not the Second Adam as yet. He is to be the Second Adam,

The various titles that belong to our Lord Jesus include
that of the Everlasting Father. And the Everlasting Father
will be the successor of Adam, who was only the temporary
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father of the race and who failed to give his posterity life.
In due time the Second Adam will be the regenerator of the
human family.

Question.—1 Corinthians 10:11 reads,
things happened unto them [the Israelites] for types.”
marginal reading.) Please explain,

Answer—We understand the Apostle’s thought to be that
all these things happened to this people as typical Israel.
They were the types, and spiritual Israel are the antitypes.
They, the type, had these experiences; we have experiences to
correspond. They, the type, did not pass away—that is, cease
to be the type—until we, the spiritual antitype, began our
career. When our career began, our antitypical experiences
began. The whole nation of Israel was this type, with their
experiences, testings, ete.

“Now all these
(See

WILL GLORIFIED CHURCH HAVE LIFE-GIVING POWER?

Question.—In the Millennium will Jesus alone be the Life-
giver to the world, or will the church also be associated with
him as members of the Life-giver, and have power to awaken
the dead?

Answer.—The subject of giving life may be viewed from
different standpoints. In a certain sense the mother as well
as the father of a child is its life-giver—in the sense that the
child could not have attained individual existence without the
mother. And yet, strictly speaking, the father alone is the
life-giver; for the life-germ comes from him,

So the Bible uses this natural illustration of an earthly
father, or life-giver, to picture a great spiritual truth. The
world is dead in Adam—under sentence of death. Jesus has
laid down the ransom-price which will offset that sentence.
By virtue of so doing he will have the right, as soon as the
merit of his sacrifice is applied for the world, to become the
Life-giver of Adam and his race. The human life-rights which
he zill give will be those which he himself laid down in
death.

But as Jesus by the will of God has associated the church
with himself, both in the sufferings of this present time and
in the glory that is to follow, she will have to do with the
giving of life to the world. Her work is illustrated in Mother
Eve and in womankind in general. It will be the work of the
church to nourish the world of mankind—to nourish the spark
of life which they will receive from the Redeemer. Under
this nourishment and care, as many of the world as will co-
operate will rise up out of sin and death conditions to per-
fection.

Thus the bride of Christ will have to do with the life-
giving, but merely as the associates of the great Life-giver.
The Ransomer, Jesus, alone is the One who can dispense his
own life-rights. And Jesus himself said, “All that are in the

raves shall hear the voice of the Son of God and shall come
forth.” (John 5:25, 29) Any work which the glorified church
may do in connection with the restoration of the world will
be as his assistants.

THE EPISTLE OF CHRIST

All are familiar with the fact that we have in our Bibles
epistles, or letters, by various ones of the apostles—St. Paul,
St. Peter, St. John, St. James, St. Jude. But not many, per-
haps, have heard of the epistle of Christ. St. Paul tells us
that it was written in his day. He describes the writing of
it, how it was done, and declares that he was one of the
instruments used by the Lord in connection with the writing
of the epistle. Here are his words: *“Ye are manifestly
declared to be the epistle of Christ, ministered [written] by
us; written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living
God; not in tables of stone, but in the fleshy tables of the
heart.”—2 Cor. 3:3.

How beautiful and poetical is the thought here expressed!
It is a compliment to both the Apostle as the Lord’s faithful
servant, and also to the Lord’s pecple at Corinth. It is in
line with the Apostle’s statement elsewhere, “We are God’s
workmanship.” (Ephesians 2:10) Wherever there is a true
Christian—not merely spirit-begotten, but spirit-developed in
the character-likeness of the Savier in meekness, gentleness,
patience, long-suffering, brotherly-kindness and love—we have
the evidence of the power of God at work in him to will and
to do his good-pleasure, not arbitrarily, but in co-operation
with the will of the individual. And wherever there is a
church, an ecclesia, & class of Bible students who show these
evidences of the Lord’s holy Spirit working in them and
developing them, we have the epistle of Christ, declaring and
showing forth the praises of him who called them out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light.

In the context, the Apostle gives the same thought in words

a little different, declaring the Lord’s true people to be living
epistles, “known and read of all men.” (2 Corinthians 3:2)
Bibles are invaluable, indispensable. So are books that are
really helpful in Biblical interpretation; so are hymn books
and tracts. All of these show forth the Lord’s praises, and
assist in pointing in the right direction those of the world
who are feeling after God if haply they might find him. But
the best epistle—even more valuable than the Bible, as re-
spects reaching the hearts of men—is the life of a true Chris-
tian, a new creature in Christ Jesus, to whom old things are
passed away, and all things are become new.”—2 Cor. 5:17.

And yet, in a previous letter from St. Paul this same
church at Corinth was criticized sharply because of its care-
lessness as respects proper standards of morality. The Apostle
assures us, however, that his words of reproof did much good,
working in the church a repentance toward God, and proved
to be of lasting benefit to them. Thus in God’s providence,
he overruled for their good a mistake made by these followers
of the Master, by using a faithful and courageous Apostle,
who gave the proper rebuke in a proper, loving manner.

THE SECRET OF ST. PAUL’S POWER

What is by inspiration thus declared of the church at
Corinth, we see to be true also respecting the Lord’s people
today; and we may suppose that it has not been without
faithful witnesses, living epistles, throughout the Gospel age.
We are especially interested, however, in conditions today.
The Editor and all of the pilgrims and the elder brethren in
the church have in 8t. Paul a noble example of faithfulness
and loyalty. He did not preach himself; he did not preach
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enticing words of men’s wisdom and science, falsely so called.
(1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 1 Timothy 6:20) Giving himself up
to the Lord’s service, and secking not his own glory, but to
do the Lord’s will, the Apostle became more and more an
able and qualified minister, or servaunt, of the Lord. The
Lord used him more and more in the presentation of the
glorious message of God’s love, as revealed in the great divine
plan of the ages.

St. Paul’s faithfulness is manifest to us in the words,
“This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before [in
the promises of God’s Word], I press toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. (Philip-
pians 3:13, 14) That was the secret of the Apostle’s power.
That is the reason why the Lord, by his holy Spirit, has used
him so much and so efficiently in the blessing of the church
since that time—through the streams of truth which have
come down through his epistles,

What a zeal the Apostle had! Hearken to his words,
“Woe is unto me, if T preach not the Gospel!” (1 Cor. 9:16)
This does not signify that the Gospel was preached for fear
of being tormented after he would die, but that he felt that
he could not be satisfied except when doing all in his power
to make known to all who have the “hearing ear” the message
of God’s grace centered in Christ Jesus. Thus it was when
he was giving his time exclusively to preaching. Thus it was
when he was obliged for a time to be a tent-maker to support
himself—while preaching evenings, holidays, and at his work.
Thus it was that he preached with special liberties while still
a prisoner at Rome. Anyhow, anywhere, under God’s provi-
dence, St. Paul was ready and glad to preach the “good
tidings” to all who had hearing ears.

WHY ELDERS SHOULD BE CAREFULLY CHOSEN

This should be the spirit, not only of the pilgrims, of the
elders of the church of Christ, but the spirit of every member
of it; for in a large sense each one of us is privileged to be
a minister, or servant, in writing the message of God’s grace
in the hearts of others.

But let us not forget that we shall not know how to write
in the hearts of others what we have not already had written
in our own hearts. Hence the propriety of great caution in
the choosing of elders—to find those who already have the
writing of the Lord in their hearts, and who therefore will
be competent assistants, under the holy Spirit’s guidance, for
the writing of the Lord’s character-likeness in the hearts of
the younger brethren.

And what is the message, what is the epistle. that is writ-
ten in our hearts by the holy Spirit through various agencies?
Is it the knowledge of chronology? Is it the unraveling of
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types and shadows? Is it the cracking of hard theological
nuts in respect to differently understood passages of Scripture?
1s it the knowledge of the history of the Jews, the history of
the world, the history of the church? Is it the understanding
and appreciation of the different covenants, past, present, and
to come? No, it is none of these,

All of these subjects have more or less of value, and are
more or less used of the Lord in connection with this writing
that is to be done in the hearts of his people. But writing
the epistle of Christ is different—the writing, the tracing of
the character-likeness of the Master in the hearts of his peo-
ple—his meekness, his gentleness, his patience, his long-suffer-
ing, his brotherly-kindness, his love, his joy, his peace,

We might have all knowledge respecting chronology and
history, might be able to quote every text in the Bible, and
to cite it, too; and yet not have the epistle of Christ written
in our hearts. It is the epistle of which the Apostle Peter
says, “For if these things be in you, and abound, they make
you that ye shall neither be barren [idle, inactive] nor un-
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”; for
knowledge will have its place. And thus with these charac-
teristics of the Master deeply engraved upon our hearts, we
shall be granted an abundant entrance “into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”—2 Peter
1:8, 11,

THREE VALUABLE LESSONS

The three great lessons which will be required of those
who will be heirs of the kingdom are: (1) A proper, thorough
appreciation of justice, and a manifestation of that apprecia-
tion of justice by an endeavor to comply with the require-
ments of the golden rule—to love our neighbor as ourselves.
(2) A further lesson is that of love, sympathy, compassion,
mercy. However exacting we may be respecting curselves, our
own thoughts, words and deeds, we are not to exact from
others, but be willing to take from them whatever they are
pleased to give—as did our Savior. This will mean (3).
suffering with Christ, having fellowship in his sufferings. It
will mean the learning of valuable lessons to fit and qualify
us for the work of being kings, priests and judges with our
Lord in his coming kingdom.

St. Paul emphasized the importance of having the Christ-
character engraved on our hearts when he wrote that God’s
predestination is that all who will be of the church in glory
must be copies of his dear Son—must have the epistle of
Christ written in their hearts. (Romans 8:28-30) No matter
how imperfect their bodies, how imperfect their attainment of
their ideals, those ideals must be according to the divine
standard. And they must be so in sympathy with those ideals
as to be glad to suffer for their attainment.

INTERESTING LETTERS

PHOTO-DRAMA IN NEWFOUNDLAND
DrArLY BELOVED PASTOR:—

The little group that was privileged to operate the DRAMA
in this faraway corner of the harvest field are very desirous
that you know of their keen appreciation of the privilege they
have enjoyed, and that you know some of the details of their
experiences in the service.

Under tne Lord’s providence circumstances favored our
getting British Theater in St. Johns on very reasonable terms,
but the refusal of the first newspaper man we approached to
accept even a paid advertisement did not look very promising;
house-to-house distribution on a limited scale and window
cards were all the advertising we had. Moreover, this news-
paper man told us he might, instead, feel called upon to warn
the people. We were pleased to find in the morning no
criticism in his journal.

The President of the Red Cross Society had a proposition
that interested us greatly. She wondered if it would be pos-
sible for us to release the Theater one evening for a patriotic
lecture by a wounded soldier returned from the front. Could
we have had a more marked providence while a suspicion of
German sympathies was hanging over us? Two advertise-
ments in evening newspapers were supplemented by a very
nice acknowledgment by the Red Cross in all four of the
evening papers, and next morning in the journal which had
refused us. In the evening we turned away a lot of people—
725 present, seating capacity 620. The third evening we
turned away nearly 500. Attendance during the fourteen
evening meetings was 7,795—average, 557; at the fifteen
afternoon showings, 3.030—average, 202. A fine impression
was made, and finale brought 240 cards. We could not have
hoped for such results from any human standpoint. Other

difficulties than those mentioned were overcome hy the Lord.

Following right after the close of the St. Johns service
came an anonymous letter in the opposing journal, suggest-
ing that our service was possibly paid for at Potsdam; this
was supplemented with an editorial item. While it sounded
foolish to those who had seen the DraMma, his paper carries
prestige and the German suspicion pursued us everywhere,
especially at our next opening, in Carbonear; but everywhere
we turned away crowds, who realized the malice of the charge.

At Belle Island we showed in the Armory of the Church
Lads’ Brigade (Episcopal), the Salvation Army co-operating
in supplying chairs. Both the Episcopal minister and a Salva-
tion Army ensign attended two of the sessions, with keen
appreciation. Pleasant interviews followed with both. Brother
Samuel Baker, who has been doing splendid work with picture
machine, secured the favorable arrangement there.

The Lord provided very efficient coworkers in tne service,
and all have worked in perfect harmony. There is great joy
in satisfying the heart-hunger we are finding in these parts.

Follow-up work, including colporteur service, is being car-
ried on in all places served by the DramA.

Because of the large number of dear friends in almost all
sections of the American and Canadian fields who co-operated
financially and otherwise in giving this witness in Newfound-
land, few of whom we can reach personally, we are wondering
if you might find it possible to get into Tne WarcH Towkr
a few fragments of this letter, that they may know we are
carrying in our minds and hearts the remembrance of their
labor of love, and that they may know a little of God’s loving
care over us and for his work. The ministry of our dear
Brother MacMillan brought us much blessing and added much
to the effectiveness of the DRAMA witness.
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And now, dear Brother, we wish unitedly to express our
appreciation of your untiring efforts in connection with the
witness given in Newfoundland; also our love for you and
for all the dear ones of the Bethel family.

Your brother by the Lord’s great favor,

W. W. BLack.—Newfoundland.
BURNED SET OF ‘‘DAWNS’’—SORRY NOW

BeLovED BROTHER: —

My only apology for not writing to you before is a feeling
of my unworthiness of being associated with the 1. B. S. A.
The truth eame to me as favor upon faver, flowing through
and overflowing this leaky earthen vessel, made fit for the
Master’s use through his precious blood.

1 am now reading the volumes for the seventh time and
they are precious to me, as they are truly an unfolding of
God’s plan of redemption, without adding to or taking from
his Word. I always preferred to know the Bible doctrine
rather than the commandments of men, yet to show me my
own weakness God permitted me to burn my first set of
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, at a minister’s bidding. Never-
theless, it was about that time that I began to see the differ-
ence between a Christian and a good citizen. After thirty
vears of drilling in Babylon I understood not the meaning of
“the fruit of the Spirit”!

Many times I re-rcad the back Warcn TOWERS; the re-
reading is just as sweet as though I had never read them,
which makes me long for the time when we shall all be
“¢lothed upon.”

I here extend my whole-hearted thanks to you, dear
Brother, for the assistance you have given me, enabling me
to enter “the valley of blessing, so sweet.” I also thank the
co-laborers at the Tabernacle and Bethel Home through you,
praying for you and all the “jewels” everywhere.

I have accepted all of your proffered helps—the Vow, etc.;
am glad to have my name among those who do not trust to
the arm of flesh. The dear brethren in Europe are in my
prayers more than ever.

Relving on Jesus, hoping to see him face to face,

J. S. Warsox.—Calif.

‘“WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS"’

Your- in the Master’s serviee,

Drar BroTirr RUSSELL:—

Reading Jeremiah 51:44-46 recently. it impressed me as
possibly applying to the present, v. 46 measuring the limit of
the present war—two years: ‘‘A rumor shall come in one
vear, and after that in another [a second] year shall come a
rumor.”

This seems to be the same period spoken of by the Lord:
“When ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, be ye not
troubled,” ete.—J3ark 13:7, 8; Luke 21:8, 9.

Isaiah 8:9-14 scemingly indicates a season of comparative
quiet after the nations have assembled themselves and been
broken in pieces and the making of the Confederacy—v. 12.
Thus the ending of the war, say some time this year, might
bring something like an armistice, during which the Federa-
tion would come into full life and do some of its work; when
the “Earthquake.)” running quickly into the “fire,” would
cause great Babylon to be cast like a millstone into the sea.—
Rev. 18.

I send this on under St. Paul’s counsel in Galatians 6:6,
thinking this may be of some good.

Yours in the Redeemer, W. E. Page—Mo.

NO WEAPON AGAINST US SHALL PROSPER
Diar BROTHER RUSSFELL:—

Greetings in the Redeemer’s name! This is to assure you
of my continued faith in you as Pastor of the Lord’s sheep
in this time of trouble.

How wonderfully your interpretation of the Scriptures is
being proved correct! The adversary, in his latest effort here
in Ontario, has only strengthened our faith. Truly, we are
still in the enemy’s country!

However, we have the Word of the Lord that no weapon
that is formed against wus shall prosper, but that even “the
wrath of men shall praise him.” The Apostle declares that
present sufferings are non-comparable to the future Glory of
the kingdom.

I shall sit with you in the Tower and watch the outcome
of the recent episode in Ontario. Some of the worldly, since
this episode, are doing some reasoning as to the moral law
and its bearing on the war. May the Lord grant you con-
tinued wisdom at this time!

Your brother in Christ, ErNEsT H. WALKER.—Ont,

THE WATCH TOWER

(303)

ALL OF ONE MIND

Drear FRIENDS:—

About g year ago I wrote asking if you would consider it
proper to buy the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES with my tithe.
money. Receiving an affirmative answer I secured the com-
plete set of Stupies. I had read them almost through before
I had opportunity to meet with a class, as I have done since
we came to this place.

I had not read far until I began to feel like a prisoner
set free, though I never before realized I was a prisoner.
Whenever I study I seem to learn a new point and can feel
another shackle loosed; but I still have some points of early
training to overcome.

My husband, son and daughter did not seem to get the
truth from reading the books as I did, but since our resi-
dence here they attend the class and want the truth as much
as I. My husband and I have been Christians from youth
and consecrated while in the Methodist denomination. I wish
to symbolize my consecration at the first opportunity and am
quite confident my entire family will wish to do so. We fecl
that you will approve of this, but would like to have your
advice regarding the children, as they seem young for such a
step, although manifesting interest as above described.

Perhaps I am over-anxious, but I am so pleased that we
are all of one mind that I cannot allow the matter to remain
incomplete. Thanking you in advance for your advice, what-
ever it may be, I am

Yours in Christ, Mgrs. AGNES A. ALLEN.—Calif.

WONDERFUL BLESSINGS SINCE FINDING THE TRUTH

DeAr BROTHER RUSSELL:—

For a long time I have wished to write you of the won-
derful blessings that have been mine since finding the truth.
Shortly after coming into the truth my brother, who had
just joined the Baptist church, became interested and came
right along with me. He sent his letter of withdrawal, which
caused quite a stir in the church above mentioned.

We are surely hated there; the Methodist minister told
his congregation when they saw any of us in the church to
run us out! They are certainly closing down on us!

A dear girl—junior in our Normal school—is coming into
the truth. She was offered a position as teacher, but the
Board would not even consider her if she was one of us.
She says she will plainly tell them that she will not submit to
the “Beast” and accept his “mark” just to get a position;
that her bread and water are promised her!

May the dear Lord continue to bless vou!
Your sister in him, Nora VoreEs KEITH.—Okla.

FRENCH BRETHREN MILITARY PRISONERS

“Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound; they
shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.” (P’salm
89:15) How thankful I am to the Lord for so much good-
ness from him! I am no more at Manheim, but at Dort-
mund since January 29th. Think of my joy! The Lord has
permitted me to be his witness, guided by the writings of
our dear Brother and Pastor Russell. We are now sixty-
four Bible students in our camp, and my heart rises to God
in thanksgivings.

Many loving greetings to the dear brethren and sisters.

FRED POLLARD.

RESTITUTION APPRECIATED

For two years I have been working among the two hun-
dred families of my home town, distributing B.S.M.—one
number at a time, about once a month. 1 have also talked
with the people.

Of late I have used an EURERA DRAMA in about thirty-five
of the best homes—in some of these three times—with a full
house. The Baptist preacher, who did his best two years ago
to kill the work of the truth here, seems now to feel kindly
towards me, as I have always tried to show I feel towards
him.

Recently I heard some of the leading men of this place
contending that restitution is what God has for the world;
these men seem satisfied with this.

There are about twenty full sets of the STUDIES in the
families here, and during the last two years I loaned about
100 copies of Vol. 1 in magazine form. A brother who has
come into the truth within the past eighteen months has been
a true yoke-fellow, and we have visited other towns in the
vicinity with the EUrrrkA DraMA.

Just now the way seems closed, but we are waiting and
watching for any and every opening. Pray for us.

Ever yours in the truth, W. S. Bumpus.—I1l.
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