
"THIS ONE THING” THE SOCIETY DOES
Brethren write us from time to time respecting inventions, 

patents, mining claims, etc., desiring that The W atch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society should join with them in the de­
velopment of these—kindly offering the principal portion of 
all the profits.

We greatly appreciate these kind offers, the generous 
hearts behind them, and the love for the truth and its serv­
ice thus manifested. But we are obliged to refuse all such 
offers, because the Society engages in no kind of business for 
profit. It confines its business transactions to financiering the 
pilgrim work, publishing the Scripture Studies, etc., and 
supplying them at cost or below cost; publishing The W atch 
Tower, publishing the Bible Students Monthly, etc., and in

the presentation, and formerly in the showing, of the P hoto- 
Drama of Creation.

The Society engages in no kind of mining or patent business 
or speculations. The money under its control comes from the 
Lord’s consecrated people, and often represents hard-earned 
funds and self-sacrificing economy; it is used strictly and only 
for the forwarding of the truth according to the best judgment 
of the executive officers.

This does not mean any unwillingness to counsel with any 
of the brethren in respect to their earthly affairs and inter­
ests. We are glad to give such advice as we may be able 
to give on every matter, temporal or spiritual, involving the 
interests of the Lord’s consecrated saints.
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DANGER IN SPIRITUAL PRIDE
Pride in any form and in anybody is a dangerous thing. 

In a worldly way the proverb is well attested, “Pride goeth 
before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall” ; and 
surely very, very few people have anything of which they 
might justly be proud! Some who hold their heads high with 
the pride of a haughty spirit, as though they were especially 
created out of some preferable “ dust of the earth,” have really 
nothing to boast of as to ancestry. A very few generations 
back are generally sufficient for any boaster.

The world is learning that it is not wise to boast of riches, 
lest thereby some one ask how were the riches accumulated 
and by whom, and whether they were honestly obtained. Pride 
of education is not appropriate, either; for education in gen­
eral signifies the learning of what other people have found 
out or have written as history. And in our day those who 
would boast of great education have need of humility lest it 
be found that the very thing they are boasting about has 
been disproven by later researches. Scientific books of the 
year 1900 will not pass muster today, nor their theories stand 
in the light of present knowledge. So if it were right to 
boast of knowledge, the boaster would need to be very careful 
to keep up to date.

Pride of one’s beauty or physical perfection is scarcely to 
be excused; for the beauty of form and feature came by 
heredity, and the parent rather than the child might have 
some reason for pride. Pride as respects clothing, adorn­
ments is also foolish. The maker of the fabrics ot the orna­
ments might have some reason for pride in the handiwork, 
but surely the wearer has not! He is merely appropriating 
to himself the skill and labor of others.

SPIRITUAL PRIDE WORST OP ALL
But our theme is spiritual pride! We would divide it 

into two classes: first, the spiritual pride of the merely 
nominal or professing Christian; and second, the spiritual 
pride affecting true Christians.

The spiritual pride of the nominal church-goer i3 not all 
hypocrisy. He sees spiritual forms and ceremonies, hears 
spiritual songs and sermons, and in many instances is not 
aware but that he himself is a true Christian, as much so 
as any. Does he not go regularly to meeting? Is he not a 
regular contributor, not only to the expenses of the house of 
worship, but in general to the forwarding of the Lord’s 
cause— charities, etc., as these are presented to him from time 
to time?

However they have lived during the week, however they 
have dealt with the butcher and the baker, most churchgoers 
take a pleasurable pride in joining some of the showy groups 
moving toward church buildings. The spiritually proud 
usually prefer the showiest and most aristocratic and high- 
toned temples of worship. At the conclusion of the services 
they feel a self-satisfaction. Have they not worshiped God? 
Ought not all people to worship him ? How many others have 
not done so! They feel a spiritual pride or superiority when 
comparing themselves with non-attendants.

They went not for spiritual instruction; or even if any 
were given in the places visited, they were not themselves in 
condition to receive such—not being spirit-begotten. They had 
no real hunger for righteousness, for truth. They had merely 
satisfied a feeling of duty. They had in a sense done penance, 
and hoped that somehow, sometime it would inure to their 
advantage—perhaps saving them from some of the worst de­
grees of purgatorial sufferings—perhaps even making them 
acceptable for heaven. Why should not G-od feel grateful to 
them for having denied themselves and wasted a few of their 
precious hours to go worship him?

Although they would not put it so, they feel in a measure 
that God would be very unjust if he would pass by such a 
matter and not reward it handsomely. They feel spiritually

proud and self-satisfied, and so long as in that condition are 
not in a particle of danger of getting hold of the truth. Nor 
need we suppose that the great adversary would especially 
give his attention to them, for they are very safely under lus 
influence. Was he not the first to manifest pride and to say 
in his heart, “ I will ascend above the sons of God [I will 
take a higher position than others] ; I will be as the Most 
High” ? Spiritual pride was evidently Satan’s great mistake, 
which led to his complete downfall.

Some who make no pretense of belief in God or in the 
Lord Jesus Christ or in the Bible have what might be termed 
a sort of spiritual pride. They pride themselves on living a 
moral life, on being able to conduct themselves honorably and 
decently in life— never getting drunk, never doing some of the 
seriously immoral and perverse things that many others do. 
In pride and boastfulness they will say: "I feel myself just
as good as any church member, and I never go to church.” 
And by this they mean, “ I feel myself to be better than any 
church member.” They are merely mixing modesty of state­
ment with pride of thought in the proportion which they think 
will best influence the hearer.

Press the inquiry a little further— as to what good works 
they especially rejoice in— and they will tell how as “ Odd 
Fellows,” “Masons,”  etc., they sat up one night with a brother 
of the Order who was not very sick, who did not need very 
much attention and who had a trained nurse anyway to take 
care of him; but they felt as though they had been doing a 
noble work of charity. In general, their pride is that they 
have not violated the laws; that they have lived decent, re­
spectable lives. Is there really anything in this that is an 
occasion for pride, for special self-congratulation? What man 
or woman should not keep the laws and should not be ashamed 
if he failed to keep the laws— especially when we would re­
member that those laws were made—not for good people, but 
for evil-doers?

SPIRITUAL PRIDE IN THE TRUE CHURCH
Now we come down to the most serious thing of all! The 

pride which is merely foolish or semi-hypocritical in the 
world and in the nominal Christians becomes a very serious 
matter indeed if it invades the heart and the life of the child 
of God. But why do we make such a difference? Why say 
that spiritual pride would be so very dangerous in one of the 
Lord’s saints, whereas it would he little more than foolishness 
in the world? Ah! the difference is that these are God’s 
special representatives in the world, who must become copies 
of God’s dear Son if they would ever attain the glory, honor 
and immortality to which they have been invited by the Lord.

When they gave themselves entirely to the Lord and were 
justified from sin through the imputation of the Redeemer’s 
sacrifice, and were thus introduced into the family of God and 
begotten of the holy Spirit, it meant a great change for these. 
Old things passed away; all things became new. These, and 
these alone, are on trial during this Gospel age for eternal 
life or eternal death. And of all their temptations and beguile- 
ments, the sin of spiritual pride is probably one of the most 
dangerous of all. In proportion as it comes in, the spirit of 
the Lord departs, and the spirituality of the individual cease3. 
This spiritual sickness, unless curbed, would surely lead on 
to the second death, for “ the Lord resisteth the proud and 
showeth his favor to the humble.”—James 4:6.

The Apostle Peter evidently had this besetting danger of 
spiritual pride in mind when he wrote to the church: “Humble 
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he 
may exalt you in due time.” (1 Peter 5:6) “ Whosoever ex- 
alteth himself, shall be abased; and lie that shill humble him­
self shall be exalted,” said the Master.

ONE SYMPTOM OP THIS SOUL-SICKNESS
How may we know spiritual pride? some one may inquire. 

One of the most serious things in this connection is that those
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who have spiritual pride very rarely are aware of it. They 
sometimes have forms of godliness which not only deceive 
others, but deceive themselves and hinder them from seeing 
tne spiritual pride which is working and which others may 
more readily see.

When you feel that your attendance at meetings, your 
reading of so many pages of Scripture Studies per day, your 
distribution of so many tracts, or your circulation or loaning 
of so many books, are matters to be boasted of—then take 
care! That disposition to boast is an indication that you 
would be in danger of catching spiritual pride if circumstances 
were favorable. These are all good and laudable things, all 
proper things; and you should feel a proper degree of self- 
congratulation that you find yourself able and willing to turn 
from the daily newspaper or novel, the reading of chitchat, or 
the writing cf chitchat, to do things so reasonable, so proper, 
so much in harmony with the divine will. But any disposi­
tion to boast of the matter should lead you to a careful 
scrutiny of thought— of the motives lying behind these activi­
ties in tiie Lord’s service.

We are not meaning to say that it would be improper to 
give a testimony in which all of these things might be 
brought forward as an encouragement to others or as a proof 
that we love the Lord and are anxious to serve him. What 
we are cautioning against is a spirit, or disposition, to boast 
of anything that we might be or do as the Lord’s children. 
We have nothing whereof to boast. If we gave all of our 
goods to feed the spiritually poor, all our time to circulating 
tne truth, and all of our energy to the honoring of the Lord’s 
name, we should feel that, having done all, we had not really 
profited our Lord, but merely found an opportunity of show­
ing him a little of the devotion of our hearts in acknowledg­
ment of the numberless blessings already received ait his hand, 
and still more wonderful favors which he has promised shall 
be ours, if faithful. Well did the poet write:

“I want the first approach to feel 
Of pride or fond desire!”

STILL FURTHER SYMPTOMS
Another form of this disease of spiritual pride manifests 

itself in a hypercritical attitude of mind. When one attends 
a testimony meeting, or a Berean class, and hears no real 
good testimony but his own, hears no proper answer except 
his own to any of the questions, never sees an elder in the 
chair who knows how to lead a meeting anyway—these should 
be considered dangerous symptoms of spiritual pride.

Not that all these things might not possibly occur, but 
they are surely not likely to occur continually. It would be 
perfectly proper for us to give such attention, and to be so 
well informed, that we would be able to see quickly any un- 
scriptural proceeding or any instance of very poor judgment 
that would be a hindrance to the effectiveness cf the services. 
It would be proper, too, if ever we saw that the best interests 
of the class were not being served—and if, after waiting 
patiently for a while, we found that they were not likely to 
be corrected—it would be entirely proper for us, in a meek 
and quiet spirit, to call attention to the fault, either in the 
class or to an elder, or whatever would be the most effective 
and least demonstrative way. “Let nothing be done through 
strife or vain glory,” but everything for the glory of God.

And right there we need to be careful, too, lest we get 
into tne way of thinking that everything that harmonizes with 
our ideas is to the glory of God, and that whatever would 
not harmonize with our ideas could not be pleasing to him. 
Wfill did the Apostle write: “ See then that ye walk circum­
spectly, not as fools.” (Ephesians 5:15) Well do we see the 
meaning of this word “ circumspectly”— that it signifies with 
close scrutiny on every hand, especially as respects thoughts, 
motives, intentions.

“ BE NOT MANY OF YOU TEACHERS”
Well did St. James write, “ Be not many of you teachers, 

my brethren, knowing that a man shall receive the severer 
trial.” (James 3:1) While, as we have pointed out, all of 
the Lord’s people are specially susceptible along the line of 
spiritual pride, there seems to be a special danger surround­
ing all who become in any manner identified with the pro­
mulgation of his truth.

It is a special privilege, indeed, to tell out the message of 
God’s grace to all who have a hearing ear. How thankful we 
are that it is not— as it was once supposed—the exclusive 
privilege of the clergy, but that the Lord declares that all 
who are his consecrated people and who receive the begetting 
of the holy Spirit have, through it, the anointing to preach 
the good tidings to the meek and to bind up the broken­
hearted! (Isaiah 61:1) We are glad of this privilege, which 
includes our private conversations with neighbors and friends. 
But what a privilege to be God’s ambassadors, and in his

name to tell of the coming kingdom, of the great provision 
God has already made through the death of Jesus, of the 
grand outcome, and of how the kings and priests of that king­
dom are now being called out of the world, experiencing a 
change of nature in preparation for their future work!

Old as the message is, it is so new and wonderful, if rightly 
presented, as to awaken astonishment in the honest-hearted 
who hear. They wonder, how did this ordinary man (or 
woman) ever come to understand and be able so beautifully 
to portray these wonderful things? Perhaps they give a hint 
of their surprise. Then comes a danger-moment for taking the 
disease of spiritual pride. Just a little swing of the mind; 
and you think that it is wonderful that even you should know 
about such things when the great mass of mankind have not 
the remotest conception of them, and that even some of the 
ablest and most talented ministers of the Word of God are 
ignorant respecting these things in the Bible.

If you are taking the disease of spiritual pride you will 
doubtless feel a straightening of your back. You are begin­
ning to feel more important, and to look more dignified and 
to feel that, after all, you are somebody great. Your voice 
indicates this, too; and your hearer notices it. Then he begins 
to feel that it is not the Word of the Lord, but that, as you 
seem to admit, it is something that you made up— something 
that you are responsible for, and he thinks less of it on that 
account.

The proper attitude, as all will agree, is that the Lord’s 
people should feel greatly humbled instead of greatly exalted 
and heady in respect to these opportunities for telling the 
truth to others. We should feel our unworthiness. We should 
realize that the plan is not ours; that we have merely heard 
of it ourselves; that it is really God’s plan; that we are 
honored as his servants to tell it out. But if we allow any 
impression to go out that it is by any wisdom on our part, 
or any skill, that the beauty is seen in the message, then to 
that extent we are taking glory to ourselves which belongs 
to the Lord, and doing injury to ourselves proportionately 
by failing to demonstrate our worthiness to be used by the 
Lord in the present and in the future. The wonderful 
privilege of speaking as ambassadors for the Lord, to tell of 
his greatness and plan should humble us with the thought 
that he has privileged us, whereas he has angels, who excel 
in strength and whom he might have used in communicating 
this most wonderful message.

SPECIAL TEST UPON ELDERS AND DEACONS
But the dear brethren chosen by the classes to be their 

elders and deacons have a still further test to their humility. 
Apparently no one could occupy such a position without great 
danger of infection from the disease called spiritual pride. 
Sometimes the Lord’s people seem entirely to forget the cau­
tion which St. Paul gave, saying that a novice, a beginner, 
one young in the truth, no matter how bright, no matter how 
educated, should not be chosen to the service of elder or 
deacon because, as the Apostle remarked, he would be espe­
cially susceptible to this foe of the children of God—spiritual 
pride.— 1 Timothy 3:6.

But not merely are the novices in danger. Everyone ap­
pointed to serve the Lord’s people is thereby put into the 
place of great temptation, which might mean a spiritual fall 
and ruin in the second death. Perhaps the Lord’s people have 
not been sufficientlv considerate of these things as respects 
those whom they elect to be their servants. Perhaps those 
accepting these positions of service under the votes of the 
brethren scarcely realize what danger they do run in accept­
ing. If they realized, doubtless that realization would make 
them hesitate about accepting at all; and humility would cer­
tainly lead them not to attempt to serve unless they were 
most explicitly appointed to the service.

But what do we find ? Alas! in some a tendency to seek 
the eldership or deaconship. In some, even a tendency to 
“ wire-pull” and bargain that they might be elected; in some 
a tendency to feel angry with anybody who would vote against 
them in such an election. Alas! alas! if the dear brethren 
realized what was gnawing in their minds and urging them 
on to these things-—oh, what a different course they would 
take! In all meekness and humility they should feel a 
timidity even about taking a position where there would be 
such a responsibility. The admonition on this is that although 
all of the ch.urch should, according to their knowledge of the 
truth, be qualified to be teachers, nevertheless the safer place 
is not to be a teacher, knowing that such shall have the 
severer trial. Only a sense of responsibility to the Lord and 
to the brethren should make one willing to serve in such 
capacity, much as all ought to love to be the Lord’s repre­
sentatives in the church.

Everything in the nature of pride, fond desire to be elders
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or to be great, is not only dangerous to the person himself, 
but dangerous to the entire class with which he is associated. 
The spirit is catching, just as is every disease. Strife, vain­
glory, ambition, all contrary to the spirit of the Lord, soon 
appear. Next come anger, malice, envy, hatred, evil-speaking, 
evil-surmising. These, St. Paul tells us, are “works of the 
flesh and of the devil. All this harm, all this spirit of the 
adversary, is apt to be introduced into the class either by one 
or more of its elders or leaders, or by one or more who desire 
to be elders or leaders.

We are sorry tnat this is true, yet we know of a number 
of classes containing many dear children of God, many of 
whom are otherwise exemplary, but who have gotten into this 
condition. Instead of the spirit of the Lord being fully in 
control, the evil spirit, or disposition, is frequently manifest 
in various ways in the meetings. The class fails to make 
progress, either numercially or spiritually. These are the 
bitter fruits of this noxious thing known as spiritual pride.

If we had but the power of language to hold it up before 
the readers of The W atch Tower, that they might see it in 
its true shape and terrible color, the effect would surely be 
to cause alarm in Zion! Fain would we ring the alarm bell 
from the “ Watch Tower,”  for be it noted that these dear ones 
who are becoming thus involved are often grand characters, 
truly spirit-begotten children of God. Of some of them we 
know that in the past they ran the race splendidly. How 
sorry we feel to see signs that their characters are being 
transformed in a wrong direction! Let us heed him who 
said, "By their fruits ye shall know them.”—Matthew 7:10.

GUARDING AGAINST SPIRITUAL PRIDE
As already indicated, one of the serious things connected 

with this malady of spiritual pride is that those who have it 
are rarely aware of it. Another difficulty is that it is almost 
impossible to correct them and to cause them to know that 
they have the disease. If spoken to on the subject they seem 
to think at once that their benefactor is their enemy; that 
ho is jealous of them; that he would like to get their posi­
tion, etc. Hence the disease is nearly incurable, except as 
either the class may assist or the Lord’s providence may 
interpose.

If the class notices the growth of such a disposition, it 
should quickly, and with love and good intention, merely fail 
to elect for any service to the class the individual who seems 
to be getting top-heavy— spiritually proud. If this were 
resented, it should be considered all the more a necessity to 
leave the self-conscious one to cool off quietly and get his 
bearing— for his own good and that of the class. Where the 
class fails to help in this matter, apparently nothing remains 
except for the Lord to chasten the individual for his good, 
either with business reverses or losses or with physical disease, 
or in whatever way may seem best to him. And we have 
confidence that the Lord will do this for everyone who i.s truly 
his child and who gets into such a condition as to need such 
correction in righteousness. Is it not written, “ The Lord will 
judge [punish] his people” ?—Deuteronomy 32:36.

A BIBLE ILLUSTRATION OP THIS SIN
The Bible gives many illustrations of this sin, but we 

choose the most conspicuous one. There was a holy man of 
old, beloved of the Lord, noble, self-sacrificing, a prophet of 
the Lord. He served the Lord and his people faithfully— 
wonderfully— for forty years; but finally he was guilty of 
this sin of self-assurance— spiritual pride. And, strangest of 
all, this man is noted to us in the Bible as having been at 
the beginning of nis career the “meekest man in all the 
earth.”—Numbers 12:3.

Yes; it was the glorious Moses, who at the beginning of 
his experience as a servant of the Lord w’as so very meek, so 
very humble, but who, at the conclusion of his career, was 
hindered from entering the promised land as a punishment 
for spiritual pride or self-assurance, where he should have 
given the Lord the glory. We recall the circumstances: 
Moses, as the Lord’s special servant, had led Israel out of 
Egypt across the Red Sea into the wilderness, en route for 
Canaan. He performed, by the Lord’s direction, several 
miracles on the journey. One of them was the smiting of the 
rock when the people were famished for water. God directed 
him to smite the rock; and from that rock flowed an abundant 
stream of water for the refreshment of the people.

According to the Bible, that rock was a picture of Christ— 
fhe “ Rock of Ages.” (1 Corinthians 10:4) It was by the 
Lord’s arrangement that this “Rock of Ages” was smitten, 
that the water of life might flow from Jesus for all of Adam’s 
race who would become Israelites indeed and come out of 
Egypt—out of the world—out of sin—out of the kingdom of 
the adversary into obedience and fellowship with the Lord.

Forty years after this time of the smiting of the rock,

when Israel had been journeying to and fro, waiting for the 
time to come that they might be permitted to enter Canaan, 
their wandering led again into this district, so barren and 
devoid of water. The people cried to Moses and Moses cried 
to the Lord on their behalf as to what should be done. The 
Lord’s answer was that Moses should speak to the rock which 
previously he had smitten, and that water would come forth. 
But during these forty years in which Moses had dealt with 
the Israelites as a father with his children, he had naturally 
gained a great deal of self-assurance. He could hardly pass 
through such experiences and still be the meekest man in all 
the earth.

So now, neglecting the command of the Lord, Moses went 
to the rock and smote it a second time with his rod, shouting 
to the people: “ Ye rebels, must we bring you water out of
this rock?” (Numbers 20:1-12) Alas, poorM oses! He was 
taking the glory to himself instead of ascribing it all to the 
Lord. Soon Moses realized the great mistake he had made.
It might be said to have been his only mistake, and yet the 
Lord on this account denied him the privilege of going into 
the land of Canaan, granting him instead merely the oppor­
tunity of seeing it from across the River Jordan, and burying 
him there.

Shall we not from this illustration esteem that spiritual 
pride and self-assurance are very displeasing in the sight of 
the Lord? Could we draw any other conclusion from this 
great lesson written for our admonition?

A WORD o r  CONSOLATION
For the comfort of those who may feel that they have 

done much worse than Moses, or been much more self-asser­
tive, been much less careful to honor the Lord, have mani­
fested much more spiritual pride— for their comfort let us 
notice that the punishment here was severe because it was part 
of a type. As the first smiting of tile rock typified the 
crucifixion of our Lord, so the second smiting of the rock 
typified the crucifying of the Son of God afresh and putting 
him to an open shame; as described by St. Paul in Hebrews 
6:6. As the smiting of the rock represented this public, open 
repudiation of Jesus and his teaching and his cause, so the 
preventing of Moses fiom crossing Jordan into Canaan typified 
the second death. We are not to think that Moses will never 
come into Canaan; nor that he has died the second death, 
but merely that this type was shown in his experiences.

_ Neither are we to think that brethren who have manifested 
spiritual pride and done things in their own name, rather 
than in the name of the Lord and the name of the class, have 
thereby committed the sin unto death. We are, however, to 
realize that a terrible danger goes with spiritual pride, and 
that,_ persisted in, it would surely result in second death. 
Realizing this, how anxious, how zealous we should be, not 
only in the eradication of every symptom of it we might find 
in ourselves, but also in being oareful lest we should take the 
contagion or in any manner come under its influence or have 
any of its symptoms!

SPIRITUAL PRIDE— PREVENTION AND CURE
We have already intimated the difficulty in connection with 

the treatment of this disease when once it gets hold. The 
chief feature of the difficulty seems to be that the disease has 
a destroying effect upon the conscience. The mind becomes 
more or less obtuse to the simple principles of the Golden 
Rule— not to mention the still higher law of our Lord’s new 
commandment to the brethren. The ignoring of the golden 
rule is manifested every time an attempt is made to coerce 
the class, either in the election of its servants or in the order­
ing of its meetings.

The regulations of the Lord’s Word are known; the resid­
ing of the authority in the class is recognized, and when an 
elder attempts to twist or turn or alter this he is not doing 
to the others as he would be done by. He has a right, as one 
of the class, to his own opinion of the Lord’s will on any mat­
ter. He has the right to express his judgment. But he has 
no right to hinder others from the expression of their judg­
ment; and every such interference is a violation of the golden 
rule as well as a violation of the law of love and a violation 
of the first commandment—to honor God; for it is setting 
aside the divine arrangement provided for such matters.

But where the elder progresses along such lines, in defiance 
of the golden rule principle, to the ruling of the class, the 
coercing or cajoling of them to the doing of his way, his 
will, the effect is the perversion of his own mind. His con­
science becomes obtuse. Whoever violates his conscience 
repeatedly, by ignoring the principles of righting a wrong 
which he clearly sees, that person is undermining his con­
science.

Conscience is the scale by which we weigh the various 
things presented to our judgment to ascertain the right or
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wrong, the justice or the injustice, the truth or the falsity of 
a thing. This scale may be a very coarse one or a very fine 
one. It may'be capable of very fine discriminations; or it 
may see things only in a rude, crude way. The Christian, 
especially if he has been long in the school of Christ, should 
have a very sensitive conscience; and from the Word of Cod 
he should he able to draw the weights by which he would 
balance all the questions of the affairs of life, and determine 
with almost absolute accuracy their right or their wrong—to 
what extent they would be pleasing or displeasing to the Lord. 
The impairment of that scale is the great danger in every 
sin, and it seems to us especially so in respect to the sin of 
spiritual pride. Nothing much can be done until the scale be 
rectified.

How important all of the Lord’s people should feel it to 
be to keep their consciences thoroughly just; to be unwilling 
to take advantage of a brother, or of anybody, either in busi­
ness or in an argument or in a church election! The thought 
of the slightest infraction of justice on his own part should 
ring the loudest bells of alarm in the heart and the head of 
every true child of God: “ Could it be that I who have enlisted 
in this cause of justice should be found sympathetic with in­
justice? Could it bo that I could close my eyes to anything 
in my own conduct in the nature of injustice? Can it be that 
I am vitiating my own conscience and shall be liable to all 
the terrible results?”

To rectify a wrong course would therefore mean the re­
establishment of the principles of justice in the hearts and 
the minds with a carefulness proportionate to the results 
involved— life or death everlasting. As justice shall begin to 
be reestablished in our minds, it will begin to regulate our 
words and acts. Gradually, then, the wrong-doer would begin 
to see how grossly he had violated the principle, how spiritual 
pride had almost destroyed his future prospects in the king­
dom. To such an one would surely come hearty repentance 
and thorough resolutions for the future.

GOD FIRST
All of the Lord’s true people, begotten of his holy Spirit, 

are beautiful characters as new creatures: As the Apostle
expresses it, “ holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly call­
ing.”  (Hebrews 3:1) “ Every one that loveth him that begat 
[the heavenly Father] must love also that which is begotten 
of him.” (1 John 5:1) The fact that the heavenly Father has 
anything to do with a human being and in any sense of the 
word recognizes him— especially if he recognizes him as a 
son— signifies that there is a nobility of character, an honesty 
of heart and a consecration of will, whether we be able to see 
these things in the outward conduct and words of the indi­
vidual or not. We must assume that they are there— that 
God, who readeth the heart, sees them to be there. Having 
confidence in the divine wisdom, it is proper for all of the 
Lord’s people to accept each other as new creatures in Christ, 
to whom old things are passed away and for whom all things 
have become new. But as the Apostle points out, “We have 
this treasure in earthen vessels” ; these good hearts, these con­
secrated wills, have no perfect spirit bodies in which to 
operate yet. They can act and speak only through the poor, 
imperfect flesh, which is consecrated to death.

And oh, how the imperfect tongue and the imperfect body 
often misrepresent the real sentiments of the new creature 
using them! Our stammering tongues fail to express our 
real sentiments, and we are misunderstood. Our poor brains, 
which the new creature strives to exercise in favor of justice 
and love, often get sadly twisted. The justice we would do, 
we often misunderstand and do not; and the love which we 
wish to manifest, is twisted also and misunderstood by others 
and is unsatisfactory to ourselves. Early in our Christian 
experience, we may have failed to see our blunders, and fre­
quently have done injury where we supposed we had done 
good. Later, as we began to see our imperfect works, imper­
fect words, imperfect thoughts and reasoning, and discerned 
how little we really accomplished of the much we would like 
to do, we were in danger of being thoroughly discouraged. We 
needed the very encouragements which the Lord’s Word holds 
out to us— the assurance that God looketli at the heart and 
not at the outward appearance; and that the pure in heart 
will be blessed and see God, notwithstanding the weaknesses 
of their flesh, against which they strive courageously.

GOD FIRST IN OUR HEARTS
Many are the rules and practices which will be assistful 

to the new creature while endeavoring to prove loyal and to 
fight down and overcome the imperfections of his flesh. A 
great variety of rules might be mentioned, including the study 
of God’s Word, continual watchfulness and endeavor to culti-

THE GREAT NECESSITY FOR SELF-EXAMINATION
But how shall we safeguard ourselves against this spiritual 

pride, knowing as we do its insidious character and evil in­
fluence? How may we know that we are keeping ourselves 
in the love of God and not straying away toward spiritual 
pride?

Our advice is the same that we have already given in The 
W atch Tower; viz.—that the Lord’s people not only go to 
him at the opening of each day and ask for divine wisdom 
and supervision, and then through the day seek to live in 
accordance with that prayer, but additionally at the close of 
the day we have recommended a special self-inspection as 
respects the things done, the things neglected that should have 
been done, and the things done that should not have been done, 
in accordance with our rows of consecration to the Lord. If 
these reckonings and balancings every night with the Lord 
continue, and if they are done honestly, by a conscience that 
is not perverted, but that balances truly, we may surely 
expect that such, in harmony with the Lord’s Word, will be 
keeping themselves in the love of God. They will be growing 
in grace, growing in knowledge, growing in love; and “ the 
wicked one will not touch them.”

But let us not forget that while we are to exercise great 
leniency in viewing the words and deeds of others, ascribing 
only good intentions where they are professed, we are to 
scrutinize with all of our might our own hearts, our own 
intentions. We are to inquire why we did this thing this 
way; why we spoke in such a tone, etc. Such a careful 
examination, weighing of thoughts, words and deeds, would 
be very unsatisfactory to a person who was not wishing to be 
in accord with the Lord. But those who have made a cove­
nant with the Lord and are faithful to that covenant will find 
such a course to be a great blessing, comforting their hearts 
at the time, strengthening them for the future, and in con­
nection with the Lord’s providences it will be fitting and 
preparing them for places in the heavenly kingdom.

vate the fruits of the holy Spirit, the remembrance of the 
golden rule, etc., etc. But we now wish to call attention to 
one general rule which seems to have a broad application to 
all of our thoughts and words and actions. If this rule be 
followed, the entire life will thereby be regulated. This rule 
is—God first, self last!

This is a hard rule so far as the old creature is con­
cerned, and he will rebel against it—especially the latter 
part—putting self last. But the old creature cannot really 
object to the rule so far as “God first” is concerned; for 
even natural men realize that there are proper obligations 
to the Creator; but the new creature sees this obligation 
in a special light. It is this special light which led to the 
making of a full consecration to the Lord, to enlistment 
under the banner of Jesus to fight a good fight against sin 
entrenched in the flesh, and to faithfulness in this warfare 
even unto death. In making this consecration, the individual 
put God first, Jesus next, and himself as the servant of these 
and the principles which they represent; and his flesh as 
devoted, consecrated, given over to death in the service of 
these principles.

But it is one thing to recognize the principles, and quite 
another thing to apply them in the daily life and in the 
church. God first in the home and the personal affairs means 
that all earthly interests and pleasures will be subordinated, 
and that the will of God, the service of God, the honor of 
God’s name, will have the most prominent part in all of our 
affairs every day— in all of our words, in all of our dealings, 
in our very thoughts.

Extending this principle to the church, which is the body 
of Christ, we perceive that if all the brethren had this spirit, 
it would imply the very highest ideals and practices in the 
church. As the Apostle admonishes, nothing would Ibe done 
through strife or vain glory, but merely to the glory of God— 
God first! It would mean that in all the matters of our wor­
ship, praise, and Bible study, pride or fond desire and 
selfishness and partiality and hypocrisy would be far away; 
for God would be first, and we would know that all of these 
traits of evil entrenched in our flesh are contrary to the will 
of our God.

APPLICATION OF PRINCIPLE
In fhe election of servants in the church, the rule of “ God 

first” would mean that each one in voting would seek to vote 
according as he believed to be God’s will, entirely ignoring his 
own will and the wills of all others of the brethren. “ God 
first”  would also lead him to take an individual stand in that 
kind, loving manner which the Bible declares to be the holy

SELF LAST

[6958]



SEPTEMBER IS, 1916 T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R (280-281)

Spirit, or disposition of meekness, gentleness, patience, long- 
suffering, brotherly-kindness, love. Surely a blessing would 
follow such an endeavor to put God first, and to forget every­
thing that might be in competition with the Lord in our 
affection!

As for the latter part of this resolution— “ self last,” this 
would mean the very essence of the Apostle’s admonition, “ Let 
nothing be done through strife or vain-glory” (Philippians 
2:3) ; and again, “ in honor preferring one another.” (Romans 
12:10) We look back at the record of the twelve apostles, 
and see how they were disposed to strive amongst themselves 
as to which should be greatest in the kingdom. But this 
striving was before their begetting of the holy Spirit, before 
Pentecost. How glad we are to see that such a spirit appar­
ently disappeared after Pentecost, amongst those who received 
the spirit-begetting! “ Self last”  might well have been the 
rule among the Apostles— so loyally did they support the 
principles of the Lord’s Word and uphold and encourage one 
another in the good work. How we rejoice with them!

But how sad it makes U3 feel when some dear brethren 
of our day, who profess to have received the begetting of the 
holy Spirit, and whose professions we do not doubt, seem not 
to have learned this lesson of “self last” ! “ Humble your­
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt you in due time.”  (1 Peter 5:6) Occasionally, we per­
ceive some disposed to seek office as elders or as deacons of 
the church, disposed to feel offended if they are not elected 
to these offices. Oh, what a pity that they cannot take the 
broader and better view of the matter! We do not question 
their hearts; we shall suppose that as long as they abide in 
the truth, the Lord’s spirit is not taken from them. And yet 
how little growth in grace is implied where a spirit of self- 
seeking is manifested amongst brethren aspiring to leadership 
in the ecclesia!

“ WHILE PLACE WE SEEK”
Dear Brethren, let us truly humble ourselves under the 

mighty hand of God, and take whatever his providence metes 
out to us with full contentment. If for any reason the class 
chooses us to the position of elder or deacon, let us be 
thankful to the class and to the Lord; and let us use our 
privilege as a gift, as a favor, with humility of spirit, remem­

bering that an elder brother in the class is a servant of the 
class. Let us seek to use our opportunities and stewardship 
wisely, as those who must ultimately give an account. If on 
another occasion, the class for any reason passes us by, fail­
ing to elect us to a service, let us remember that that is the 
class’ privilege—yea each one of the class is in duty bound to 
vote according as his judgment shall be respecting the divine 
will. Should we quarrel with the divine will? Nay. Should 
we quarrel with the brethren for exercising their judgment 
respecting the divine will? Nay. What should we do? Let 
us accept the divine arrangement and be just as thankful of 
heart, and be just as energetic to serve in the proper ways 
according to our opportunities. Let us not seek to put 
stumbling-blocks in the way of those who have been chosen 
for the service, but rather do all in our power to co-operate 
with them.

Let the brother of high degree—that has a high position 
of favor in the class— rejoice if he is debased and removed 
from the position. Let him rejoice to learn whatever lessons 
the Lord’s providence may have for him. Let him rejoice to 
learn how to serve in another position. And let a brother of 
low degree rejoice in that he is exalted. Let U3 receive what­
ever experiences come to us as being under divine supervision, 
remembering that “all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are called according to his pur­
pose.” (Romans 8:28) Let us be on the alert to have God 
first, the interests of his cause, his people, the church— and 
our own interests and ourselves, last. We may be sure, dear 
brethren, that whoever is thus found faithful, in harmony 
with the principles taught and exemplified by our Redeemer, 
will have some good place in the Redeemer’s kingdom by and 
by; and that all the present experiences will be overruled for 
his preparation for that kingdom position.

The time for our exaltation is not now. The dear brethren 
may have exalted us to some service in the class for which we 
were not worthy, and the possession of which might have 
made us heady or otherwise have injured us. The proper 
thought is that God is at the helm, and is able to make our 
experiences work out blessings to us, as individuals and as 
classes. It is for us to be rightly exercised by the Lord’s 
Word and by the spirit of our Master, putting God first, 
self last.

JUSTIFICATION—WHAT? WHEN? HOW?
Justification really means only one thing, viz.: a making 

right, making just. Justification may be either partial or 
complete. In Abraham’s ease it was partial. He was justified 
to fellowship with God because of his faith and obedience, but 
was not justified to life, because such a complete justification 
would not be accomplished, except by the redemptive work of 
Jesus, which had not been and could not be accomplished in 
Abraham’s day.

The justification of the Gospel church is an instantaneous 
work. “ It is God that justifieth.” But the basis of this 
justification is the sacrifice accomplished by Jesus, finished 
at Calvary. Before the Savior will impute to us the merit 
of his sacrifice, we must know of him and trust him and 
accept his terms of discipleship and consecrate ourselves fully 
as his disciples, even unto death. The moment he imputes the 
merit of his sacrifice to us, covering our blemishes, we are 
acceptable to the Father, received into his family by the be­
getting of the holy Spirit, and thus, thereafter, members of 
the church of the firstborns, whose names are written in 
heaven.

The world’s justification will not be an instantaneous one, 
but will progress during the thousand years— the Millennium. 
The world might then be said to be tentatively justified 
through the Mediator and his kingdom, but their justification 
will be accomplished only in their absolute perfection at the 
close of the Millennium, when they will be presented to the 
Father and accepted by him. “ It is God that justifieth,” and 
he receives to everlasting life and to his family on any plane of 
existence only those who are perfect.

CLEANSING OF FLESH NOT JUSTIFICATION
A person desiring to turn to God during this Gospel age 

finds him gradually. First, he finds that God has made a 
provision whereby he can be just and yet be the Justifier of 
sinners. Next he finds that the death of Jesus is the way 
which God has provided. Next he finds his own weaknesses 
and sins— the defilements, and properly seeks to put these 
away. He may and should considerably cleanse himself from 
the filthiness of the flesh, but this does not justify him, does 
not make him perfect, because by heredity he is a sinner, 
imperfect, and can be cleansed only by the divine application 
of the merit of the sin offering. After washing at the Laver—

putting away the filthiness of the flesh— the believer ap­
proaches close up to the door of the Tabernacle and “ ties” 
himself there—obligates himself by consecration vows, devot­
ing himself fully to the Lord and his service, whatever that 
may be.

All the foregoing steps of the person desiring fellowship 
with God are proper steps, as outlined in the Word. We de­
scribe the person who has taken this course as being tenta­
tively justified; that is to say. he is in the right course, do­
ing what he is able to do to attain justification. While in 
this course, he would have blessings of mind and heart and 
the approval of his conscience, and would be favored of the 
Lord in the sense that divine providence would open up before 
him a knowledge of the proper course to take for his justifi­
cation—pointing out to him the necessity of the steps enu­
merated, including the devotion or tying of himself at the 
door of the Tabernacle. The sinner approaching God can 
do no more. It is now God’s time to act. God’s mercy to­
ward the sinner is wholly through Jesus, who has been ap­
pointed the “great High Priest.”  It is the part of Jesus to 
accept the devoted one (the goat) and to sacrifice him. And 
those whom Jesus, as God’s High Priest, accepts are accepted 
of the Father, and such are begotten of the Father to the 
divine nature, etc. That moment when Jesus, and when divine 
justice, through Jesus, accepts the sinner is the moment of 
justification.

From the moment the sinner turned his back upon sin 
and began to seek the Lord and to walk as best he would 
be able in the ways of righteousness—putting away the filthi­
ness of the flesh— from that moment this person has a new 
mind or will, different from the mind or will which he had 
when he loved and served sin. This new mind is a new mind 
of the flesh, because he has not yet been begotten of the holy 
Spirit. At the moment that the High Priest accepts him, im­
putes his merit, and the Father begets him of the holy Spirit 
—at that moment this one with the new mind is justified and 
begotten of the Spirit; he is then a new creature. The new 
creature is not to be justified, because the new creature has 
done no sin and would have no sin to be justified from. It 
was the new minded old creature that was justified, and 
at the moment of justification it dies sacrificially. The new
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creature might be spoken of as justified in the same sense that 
Jesus was spoken of— “ justified in spirit, . . . received up 
into glory.” (1 Tim. 3:16) In this use of the word justified, 
the thought is “ proved right”— “proved perfect” ; not made 
right.

PEACE PROPORTIONATE TO PROGRESS
To this class, fully consecrated, justified, accepted of the 

Father by the begetting of the noly Spirit, the Apostle’s words 
apply: “ Therefore, being justified by laith we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Chriat.” (Romans 5:1) But this 
Scripture would not apply to any who have not come to the 
point of consecration and acceptance and who are merely ap­
proaching through the Court. These do, however, have a meas­
ure of peace, in proportion as they progress. A certain 
measure of peace and joy comes from finding that there is 
a wray back to God through the endeavor to put away sin and 
to draw near to him; but the peace of the church, mentioned 
by the Apostle in this text, can apply only to those who have 
come into the condition of Sons of God. God is not at peace 
with any others.

It would not be possible for any one during this Gospel 
age to have exactly the same experience given to Abraham, 
because of the difference of conditions. Abraham fully be­
lieved God, and so far as he understood, apparently was fully 
consecrated to do God’s will, even unto death. In other words, 
if Abraham had been living during this Gospel age. he would 
have been one of the fully consecrated, fully justified, spirit-

begotten ones; but living before the Gospel age, before Christ 
had died for our sins, his consecration could not bring him 
into the fulness of justification and its privileges.

Some confuse themselves by thinking of justification as of 
two parts-—legal and actual. We know of nothing in the 
Bible to make any such division of justification. It is legal 
and it is actual at the same instant. It could not be actual 
and illegal; it could not be illegal and yet actual.

Our justification, represented by the “Wedding Garment,” 
put on when we are accepted of the Lord, covers not the new 
creature, but merely the flesh, which is legally reckoned dead, 
sacrificially. In other words, justification does not signify 
a process of being made right, but a right condition already 
attained. The putting on of the “Wedding Garment,” signi­
fies our entrance into the family of God as members of the 
church; the putting of it off would mean our rejection of 
the grace of God, and would imply second death.

Justification to the world, as already explained, will be 
attained differently. It might be said that the world’s justifi­
cation, under the great Mediator, will be a gradual one—a 
gradual making right as each individual will come into har­
mony more and more with the divine requirements and re­
ceive more and more of restitution perfection. Nevertheless, 
it must be remembered that “ It is God that justifies,”  and 
that the world will not be in God’s hands until the conclusion 
of the Millennial age. Then all approved of the Father 
and accepted of him to eternal life will be justified in the 
full sense. That will be an instantaneous act.

THE APPEAL TO CAESAR
[Paragraphs 2, 3 and 8 to 11 of this article were reprinted from article entitled “ Almost Thou Persuadest Me” published in 

issue of May 15, 1903. The remainder was reprinted from article entitled “ Preaching Christ to the Rulers” 
published in issue of October 15, 1909. Please see the articles named.]

ST. PAUL’S DEFENSE BEFORE KING AGRIPPA
[The last three paragraphs of this article were reprinted from article entitled “Almost Thou Persuadest Me” published in 

issue of May 15, 1903. Remainder was reprinted from article entitled “Preaching Christ to the Rulers” 
published in issue of October 15, 1909. Please see the articles named.]

THE VOYAGE TO ROME
[Paragraphs 1, 2, 4 and 5 of this article were reprinted from article entitled “A Tempest-Tossed Prisoner of Hope”  published 

in issue of November 1, 1909. The remainder was reprinted from article entitled “ God Moves in a Mys­
terious Way”  published in issue of June 1, 1903. Please see the articles named.]

NIAGARA AND NASHVILLE CONVENTIONS
The Niagara Falls Convention was the most successful one 

of the year thus far— in respect to numbers in attendance. At 
the opening about seven hundred Bible students gathered and 
by Sunday the number had increased to fifteen hundred. A 
very cheap excursion rate granted on several of the railroads 
no doubt contributed greatly to these results.

Spiritually we cannot say that it was better than others, 
for it would "be difficult to imagine seasons of greater spirit­
ual refreshment than were enjoyed at St. Louis, Mo.; Sioux 
City, Iowa; Newport, R. I .; Norfolk, Va., and Portland, Me. 
We can say. however, that the dear friends who were present 
at Niagara Falls manifested a beautiful spirit and so far as 
we could judge from what we could see this convention was 
rich in spiritual encouragement and refreshment to each one 
present.

The Sunday afternoon meeting had a capacity house, one- 
half of the number being Bible students, the others being from 
the public. The Bible students, who could have filled the house 
to its capacity, gave way to the public. The interest was

splendid in every way, and the convention will long be re­
membered. Seventy-five symbolized their baptism into Christ 
by water immersion. The influence of this convention will be 
far-reaching.

The Nashville, Tennessee, Convention was a most delight­
ful one, but disappointingly small as respects attendance. 
Some may have feared the heat; but Providence favored 
us with most delightful weath’er— considerably cooler than 
that experienced at Niagara Falls. The attendance would not 
be estimated above three hundred. They were all very happy 
and seemed to greatly enjoy the presentation of the truth to 
which they listened. Twenty-one were immersed in water.

The meeting for the public was addressed by Brother 
Russell, and had an attendance of two thousand; considerable 
interest was manifested.

Nashville gave the P hoto-Drama of Creation a very 
hearty welcome, the average attendance at all meetings being 
about twenty-five hundred. Eight hundred cards were handed 
in requesting reading matter.

INTERESTING LETTERS
HOW THE LORD HAS STRENGTHENED HIS HEART

M y  Dearly Beloved Brother R ussell: —
With just a little regret, I will ask for a moment of your 

valuable time. I noticed in the first article of The W atch 
Tower of July 15, 1915, you make mention of the Morning 
R esolve, the Vow and the suggestion you had to make re­
cently about love.

I wish to tell you briefly the great amount of good these 
have all been to me. My first waking thoughts are, to repeat 
the Morning R esolve. This is my watchword during the day. 
The Vow: I never could have kept up my spiritual existence 
without it, especially during the time I have been engaged 
in the colporteur work.

The consideration of the Manna text each day has also 
been of inestimable value. And the suggestion on love: I do

not wish to say that I was proceeding ahead of the light, 
but I have been including this same thought each day in my 
prayer for the last two years; I now report each evening at 
the throne of grace; and as to the noticed results, I wish to 
say that I have increased love for the Father and the Son, 
for all the dear brethren, and for all the world of mankind. 
I have more love, more kindness, more gentleness toward all 
the animal creation; even so much that it has made me care­
ful for the little insects that go before me on the ground.

I feel quite sure that if all the friends would include this 
request in their morning prayer they would notice decided 
development of that one grace— love. I am striving by the 
Lord’s grace each day to make use of about all the opportuni­
ties that come in my way. I am waiting on the Lord, and 
am of good courage, for he has strengthened my heart.
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Dear Brother, just a little question, if you will grant an 
answer to it—to me it means so much. Concerning our Lord’s 
last hours in Gethsemane: he desired some evidence from
the Father that his covenant of sacrifice had been carried out 
faithfully. In like manner, what is the best evidence we can 
have that our heavenly interests are all right?

I pray the Lord’s richest blessing upon your every step of 
the way; also upon your every effort to assist and encourage 
the entire household of faith, as we near the closing scenes of 
the harvest. Sister Kellar and my family all join with me 
in sending you very much Christian love. I remain

Your brother and fellow servant in the one hope,
Ebeb A. K ellab.

ANSWER TO ABOVE LETTER
Our Lord’s case was peculiar. No one had ever trodden 

the pathway before—he was the first, the Forerunner, on the 
path of life. If he had erred in any particular, he had no 
Advocate to make good for him. The issue before him was 
a resurrection to eternal glory on the divine plane—glory, 
honor and immortality— or everlasting destruction as one who 
had failed to keep the divine law, and for whose recovery 
from sin no provision had been made. It seems, therefore, 
not unreasonable that our Lord might ask of the Father an 
evidence of his acceptability.

In our case it would be a little different. We know that 
we are imperfect and that we cannot do all that we would— 
for we will to do perfectly. In our case we know the pro­
vision of the Father had already been made—namely, that if 
our hearts are loyal he will take care of the remainder, mak­
ing good for our short-comings, through the merit of Jesus. 
We are to accept this statement, fully, heartily, faithfully. I 
believe that it would not be pleasing to the Lord if we should 
ask for some special manifestation of his favor over and 
above what he has done for us, and also the promises that 
are ours. If it were possible to imagine that similar cir­
cumstances could arise with us to those experienced by our 
Lord, we might be sure that the heavenly Father would be 
pleased to have us call upon him in the hour of trouble, 
and that he would be pleased similarly to respond.

THE CENSER— THE FIRE— THE INCENSE 
Pastor C. T. Russell, Dear Brother: —

Greetings and love in our Lord and Head! Whilst re­
cently moving amongst the friends of various classes, I found 
that the question as to whether the incense was burned in the 
Most Holy on the typical day of atonement, was the cause of 
some friction and differences of opinion. Some had even 
gone to the length of hinting that Tabernacle Shadows re­
quired to be rewritten and amended.

For my own part the question has never seemed to me 
worth any serious consideration, as from a merely surface 
glance this new view seems to be entirely out of harmony 
with the various antitypical features of the divine plan as 
we now understand them. Believing, however, that it is now 
more necessary than at any time in the past to be able to give 
a reason for the hope that is in us, I made careful inquiries 
on the point and find that the whole theory rests mainly on 
two texts of Scripture—Leviticus 16:12 and Hebrews 9:3, 4.

Turning up the Diaglott at the latter text I find a foot­
note there which satisfactorily explains the evident contradic­
tion here between the Old and New Testament records of the 
A. V. on this point. The real difficulty then lies with Leviti­
cus 16:12.

Apparently from the reading of this verse, the Censer, full 
of burning coals of fire, as well as the Incense, were both 
taken by the Priest beyond the second veil. There is no doubt 
that from a comparison of Scripture, the veil referred to here 
is the one between the Holy and the Most Holy. On closer 
examination, however, I find that the apparent contradiction 
of this verse rests entirely upon a poor translation of one 
word. The word “bring”  in this verse is from the Hebrew 
word “bow,”  which, according to Profs. Young and Strong, 
literally means “ to cause to come in”  or “ to send.” The ac­
tion implied in this word does not refer to the censer or the 
fire, but only to the incense. This is admitted even by the 
singular number of the pronoun supplied by the translators of 
the A. V.

How then does the Priest cause the incense to come within 
the veil? Analyzing verse 12 it would mean something like 
the following: “He shall take a censor full of burning coals 
of fire from the altar (in the court) before the Lord”  (and 
place it in the top of the incense altar in the Holy) ; then “ he 
shall take his hands full of sweet incense beaten small and 
bring (cause it to enter) within the veil.”  The Priest stand­
ing at the incense altar in the Holy and crumbling the in­
cense on the fire in the top of the altar would cause the sweet 
perfume of the incense to enter the presence of Jehovah beyond 
the veil.—Revelation 8:3, 4.

[5!

Apparently two things were necessary in order to save the 
Priest’s life when he entered beyond the veil. First the 
incense must have preceded him, as indicated in Leviticus 16:2. 
Second he must have had the blood with him, or otherwise 
death would have been the result.—Hebrews 9:7.

The incense, representing the antitypical Priest’s faithful­
ness in the midst of his earthly trials, must have been accept­
able to God even before he passed beyond the veil of his 
human nature— the flesh. Additionally the blood (earthly life 
rights) must still be unforfeited in any way, as otherwise he 
would not have risen beyond the veil in resurrection life and 
therefore could not have benefited the human race.—Heb. 9:7.

Your ever-grateful brother in his service,
W. Crawford.— Eng.

A PREACHER WHO SEES LIGHT 
Dear Brother Russell :—

Greetings in the name of our Redeemer. Appreciating the 
fact that we are living in the close of the “ harvest,” and that 
privileges of service are very precious to us all, we would use 
this opportunity to call to your attention briefly a notable 
witness for the truth in one of the churches of this city.

For some time past you have doubtless noticed news clip­
pings, sermons of Rev. ----------, of the ---------- Church, Los
Angeles, in which his presentation was in harmony with the 
truths as presented in the Scripture Studies. Indeed, there 
was a reason for this. A year ago this man, evidently a con­
scientious Christian, was falling into and preaching Higher 
Criticism, though honestly. With this was mixed Socialism 
and thoughts on restitution; the latter, he had evidently 
gained by reading your sermons. Attracted by this, a certain 
lame brother here, full of zeal, looking for ways to serve 
the Master, was used of the Lord in bringing the volumes to 
his attention. These he commenced to read and believe, but 
could not accommodate the thoughts of a ransom. Patiently 
the brother stayed with him until finally, grasping the thought 
that “ there is one Mediator between God and men, the Man 
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all,” he began 
to preach it, repudiating all former no-ransom theories. This 
led him to further study and assimilation of the volumes. He 
realized that we are living in the closing hours of the Gospel 
age, and that this being the truth, he must preach it.

Gradually leading his congregation along, they voted at 
his suggestion to have the Drama exhibited in their church 
on Wednesday evenings. Greatly appreciating this opportun­
ity of service, we glady gave them the Dram a, advertising it 
and filling their church to overflowing at each exhibition. Gen­
eral appreciation was expressed, and B roth er------ himself
was greatly encouraged, especially through his fellowship with 
the friends, whom he evidently recognized as Christians in 
deed and in truth. After this he was invited to hear Judge 
Rutherford at a small gathering of the friends, the subject 
being along the lines of the ransom. This he greatly 
appreciated, and in the testimony meeting told us how he 
“got the truth,”  of his love for it, and how he appreciated 
the opportunities and privileges that he now has in declaring 
it. This he proved on the following Sunday, by speaking on 
the atonement, using the Tabernacle Chart which we had 
provided to illustrate, driving home the vital points of truth— 
the death penalty against man, the opportunity for all to be 
released from that penalty by the fact that the Lord Jesus, 
dying as a man, a perfect man, offset the penalty against 
Father Adam and his race. The spirit of the truth had so 
gotten into his heart and mind that the short time allotted 
to his sermon was not half long enough to speak forth the 
Words of Life.

This brother’s zeal, and evidences of a full hearted-conse­
cration to God, have surely inspired us. To see him stand­
ing up before his congregation, speaking forth the Words of 
Truth and Life, so earnestly and sincerely, would gladden the 
heart of any child of God who realizes that we are in the 
“ harvest”  of this Gospel age.

The interest shown at the Drama exhibition was very good, 
attendance being from three to four hundred at each Part. 
Over a hundred cards were turned in, requesting the “Where 
Are the Dead” Booklet. The interest thus stirred up is to be 
followed up.

Hoping this will prove as interesting to you as it has to 
us, and praying the Lord’s blessing upon you and the dear 
colaborers at Brooklyn in the completion of his harvest work, 
We are

Your brethren in the Lord, Drama W orkers.
MANNA, VOW AND MORNING RESOLVE BLESSINGS

Dearly Beloved Pastor:—
I have been so blessed by your ministrations of love and 

good cheer that I would like to express my gratitude to you 
and to our heavenly Father for the riches of grace which we 
Cl]


	w_E_1916
	January 01

	January 15

	February 01

	February 15

	March 01

	March 15

	April 01

	April 15

	May 01

	May 15

	June 01

	June 15

	July 01

	July 15

	August 01

	August 15

	September 01

	September 15

	October 01

	October 15

	November 01

	November 15

	December 01

	December 15





