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to themselves, the church, the clergy and society. Asked why 
this was, he answered, “ They would forsake the churches, leave 
the ministry unsupported, and commit all sorts of excesses, 
unrestrained by fear of torture.”  What a commentary on the 
moral effects of the ministry’s work! He confided in me the 
statement that he was a Universalist as well as an Evolu­
tionist and Higher Critic; yet he rebuked me for preaching 
against eternal torment!

The third case was that of an Episcopal Bishop, who at­
tended a semi-public meeting that I addressed this week on 
The Overthrow of Satan’s Empire. Before the service, in a 
conversation that he held with the elder of the class that 
gave the meeting, he very strongly defended the doctrine of 
Apostolic Succession and the divine right of the clergy. In 
this particular lecture the latter doctrine is attacked from 
many points of view. During the course of the lecture I did 
not deviate from my usual way of presenting the doctrine of 
the divine right of the clergy. My remarks on the subject, 
though delivered very kindly, seemed deeply to cut the bishop. 
His face became redder than the red in the Stars and Stripes 
that decorated the stage from which I spoke. The way he 
squirmed in his chair one would have thought that he was 
seated on pins. He remained throughout the entire lecture, 
but did not wait to meet me. I could not but think that we 
are now judging the kings and princes!

By the way, there is another matter that I think might be 
well to bring to your attention, i.e., the friends by letter ask­
ing the Pilgrims to answer questions. You will recall that 
some time ago, in view of the fact that they travel on one- 
day appointments, which scarcely leaves them time properly to 
do the work at the places they visit, as well as in view of the 
fact that the dear Lord, mindful of the needs of his dear 
flock, has through the Correspondence Department at the 
Tabernacle arranged for the answer of just such questions, 
you wrote the pilgrims a letter, which you afterwards pub­
lished in the T oweb, asking them to refer the brethren who 
asked them questions by mail to the page in the Studies 
where the subject is treated, or better still, to write their 
questions to the Correspondence Department at the Tabernacle. 
Judging from the number of letters that I receive asking ques­
tions, I have concluded that a large number of the friends 
have either overlooked or forgotten your letter on the subject.

Feeling that it is for me to abide by your suggestion con­
tained in the above-mentioned letter, I do not answer these 
questions, but write to them telling them the condition. This, 
of course, consumes time for them and me, and is doubtless 
disappointing to them. Is there not some way in which this 
matter can be brought to their attention, whereby they can be 
spared disappointment, as well as save the pilgrims’ time, and 
receive their answers all the sooner? -I am glad to note their 
zeal to learn the good Word of God, and would gladly answer 
their questions if this were in harmony with the Lord’s will; 
but under the circumstances it is of profit to nobody for them 
to write to the pilgrims for their information. For this

reason I thought it might be well to bring it to your attention, 
trusting that it may result in larger blessing to all concerned 
in the matter.

The dear Lord has been blessing me richly in many ways 
both by toward and untoward circumstances. Was very much 
pleased by the reports of the year’s work of the Society. My 
prayer to the Lord is that he continue to bless his cause, 
people and servants, especially yourself among them. Rejoic­
ing that I am privileged to be associated in this the best of 
fellowship and service with you, and sending you much Chris­
tian love, with the assurance of my continued prayers for, 
and co-operation with you, I remain

Your brother and fellow  servant, P au l  S. L. J oh n son .

“ ABRAHAM SAW M Y DAY AND WAS GLAD”
M y  D eab Brother R u s s e l l :—

Greetings and love in the dear Lord! I take this oppor­
tunity of expressing my love for you, and for the service in 
which you are engaged so faithfully.

It was in the year 1908 that I began to read the Studies 
in  th e  Scriptures. From that time on I have not failed to 
find something to encourage, strengthen and uplift even 
though I have gone through many trials that have appeared 
more than I could bear, from outward observation.

I am continually reading the Studies, and the “ Old, Old 
Story,”  which their pages forthtell with no uncertain sound, 
always appears new. I find each time I go through them 
something I never saw before. Recently I have been going 
through T abernacle Shadow s again, and have been par­
ticularly struck with the thought that Abraham was justified 
by faith in Christ.

I should be glad, dear brother, if you will explain just 
how it was possible for this to be. The question has been 
raised several times here and I have not been satisfied with 
the answers given at any time.

Some have suggested that “ If Brother Russell were writ­
ing T abernacle Shadow s now he would not put those words 
in............ ”  Is this correct.”

I have also heard on various occasions, when studying the 
Volumes, that Brother Russell has left various points without 
a full explanation in order that we might study for ourselves. 
I am, dear brother,

Yours in the Anointed, ----------
editor ’s reply

“ Your Father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and 
was glad.”—John 8:56.

Abraham knew that God’s promise to bless all the families 
of the earth was sure to be fulfilled. He saw the day of 
Christ— the Millennium— and its glorious work by the eye of 
faith. Similarly he saw the great Messiah the King by the
eye of faith; yea, more, bv the same eye Abralv*r" - .... “ ■<’
millions of Adam’s race blessed of God by the Messiah, his 
Seed, during the Millennium.

INTERESTING QUESTIONS FOR MATURE BIBLE STUDENTS
The Society is sending out to all pilgrim brethren a series 

of questions respecting the teachings of the Bible. They are 
not difficult for those who are well informed respecting the 
divine plan of the ages. The Society wishes, however, to see 
how clearly and concisely its representatives can answer such 
queries. The suggestion has come to us that others would like 
to have copies of these questions and to have the opportunity 
of presenting their answers. We would be pleased to have

the matter so, and will send the questions to any of our sub­
scribers, on request. We believe that the suggestion is es­
pecially good in respect to those who are occupying any posi­
tion of influence or serving amongst the brethren. It does 
us all good to think, and helps to establish us as respects what 
we know well and what we do not so clearly know, and thus 
leads on to a clearer knowledge of the truth and to the graces 
which, properly, should accompany every step of knowledge.
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TRAINING OUR AFFECTIONS HEAVENWARD
“Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”—Colossians 3:2.

In the natural make-up of humanity there is a certain ten­
dency which we all recognize as a sort of mental sacrilege, al­
though we are unable to philosophize upon it or to explain it. 
So surely as we are men and women we have certain impulses 
of affection, certain powers that go out toward other crea­
tures, other things; and it is very important that we see where 
they are tending; otherwise they will lead to idolatry. Just 
as the little tendrils of a vine will take hold of whatever is 
within reach, so our affections go out to various earthly objects; 
and they need to be pruned and trained, just as a vine needs 
to be. When you desire to have your vine grow a certain way, 
you turn it in the proper direction, tie it i f  need be, and see 
that its tendrils take hold of the proper supports.

VARIOUS WORLDLY OBJECTS OF AFFECTION
Thus it is with each of us. These affections are proper, 

they are good; but they need guiding, training. I f  we did not 
have these affections, we could not love God. We must have 
them in order to a proper balance of character. Without 
them we could not hold together. The need for their proper 
guidance is manifest when we see some lady setting her affec­
tions on a little dog, giving it much time, care, choice food, 
etc. Some of the wealthy set their affections on poodle dogs, 
bull dogs, bird dogs or Angora cats. Some make pets of 
Canary birds, rabbits, white mice, etc. They spend upon thos° 
pets much valuable time, thought and care that might be much 
better spent in other ways— often treating them as if they
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were children, and lavishing as much affection upon them as 
if  they were human. Some do the same with flowers.

Although we believe in having a very kindly feeling toward 
dumb animals, and although we greatly admire flowers, yet 
we hold that as the Lord’s people we should not treat any of 
these as if they were human beings, nor set our affections 
upon them to our injury and the neglect of much more im­
portant things. There are plenty of children to care for; and 
we should not put flowers, dogs and toys in place of them. 
Although it is very proper for us to think how good is our 
heavenly Father to give us all these things for pleasure, yet 
we should be on guard that we do not set our affections upon 
them and give them too large a place in our hearts. Where 
people do this, something valuable has been lost in their lives. 
I f  they are grown people, perhaps it would have been better 
if they had had children, rather than to set their love upon 
dogs and cats, and to waste precious time upon them.

As we look out upon the world of mankind, we see that some 
are much better balanced than others. We sympathize with 
the world; for most of them do not know the Lord. They 
are not Christians. Very many of them have poor, meager 
lives with little to fill their hearts and to brighten and enlarge 
their mental horizon. Many who spend little or no time upon 
pets, set their affections and thoughts upon a home. It is 
a great pleasure to them to be able to say, “ I have a good 
home of my own.” This longing for home is a natural crav­
ing of our beings. Phrenologists call this natural trait, in- 
habitiveness—love of habitation. But we are not to permit 
our affections to center even here. As children of God we 
should have far higher aspirations than the world has.

Many set their hearts upon having a large bank account. 
We have known people whose minds are so unbalanced that 
they would do almost anything to secure a good bank account. 
And when this is gained, they still are not satisfied. They 
continue to grasp after more, often resorting to very ques­
tionable or very dishonest methods to gain their ends. Such 
people are mentally and morally deranged. But we are to 
remember that the human family in their fallen condition are 
all more or less deranged. Only a thorough and radical course 
of treatment can remove the difficulty. The Lord alone can 
cure the malady that affects the entire human race.

LEGITIMATE AFFECTIONS LIABLE TO PEBVEBSION
There are still higher affections than those we have named 

which are also dangerous unless properly trained and guided. 
These are the affections of man for woman, woman for man, 
man for man, woman for woman, etc. All this is proper, of 
course, but we are to avoid inordinate affections, and are to have 
only that which is ordinary—that is, reasonable, proper. We 
are to beware o f going to extremes. In his Word God has 
given us the proper outlines of conduct for his children; 
and we can know these only when we study his directions. 
Otherwise we are sure to take a wrong course. “ Set not your 
affection on things on the earth.”

It is God’s arrangement that even husbands am', wives should 
not set their affections too much upon each other. Thus the 
Apostle Paul enjoins, “ The time is short: it remaineth that 
they that have wives be as though they had none.”  (1 Co­
rinthians 7 :29] The intimation seems to be that we should 
not reckon our earthly relationships as being the highest and 
best of all things. It is a great thing to have each other’s 
support in the trials and difficulties of life. We are not wish­
ing to say anything to weaken this blessed bond. But it 
should be held in accordance with knowledge of and in har­
mony with God’s Word. It should not be permitted to be in 
any wise a hindrance to our running the heavenly race suc­
cessfully. It should not become an earth-born cloud to veil 
from us the Father’s face and approval.

By natural tendency we would all be inclined to go wrong; 
therefore we need to give careful heed to the admonition to 
set our affection on things above. Let each of us look around 
carefully and sweep before our own doors. We are not here 
simply to have a good time. We are here for the purpose of 
learning certain principles, certain lessons that the Lord 
would have us learn, so that we may more than ever shape our 
lives in harmony, therewith, that we may be able to see all 
the things of life from God’s viewpoint. God’s Word does not 
go into every detail of life; but it lays down important prin­
ciples that touch our lives at every point; and it is for us to 
learn more and more how to apply these principles, to see 
what we need to restrain, what we need to cultivate, etc. The 
Lord wishes us to be intelligent children.

“ GOD FIBST’ ’
Those who come into harmony with the mind ,of the Lord 

have that wisdom from above, which is first pure, then peace­

able, easy of entreatment, full of mercy and good fruit. 
(James 3:17) Each of us should scrutinize the affairs of his 
own life and observe whether to any extent he is setting his 
affections upon earthly objects or things, even upon things 
which are in themselves right and proper. One cannot love 
his wife too much, unless he permits her to come into the 
Lord’s place in his heart. I f  he should love her so much that 
he would please her rather than the Lord, then he is doing 
wrong. God must be first. Everything must be subordinate. 
Everything should be brought into line with this: God first
—his will, his plan, his ways.

As husbands and wives, kindred and friends, there is a 
certain degree of love that is in full harmony with the heavenly 
love, the Father’s will; and there are other affections or de­
grees of affection that are not in accordance therewith. Be­
ware of these latter. Every one is imperfect, and each has 
tendencies whereby he might be led astray. Our great adver­
sary goeth about seeking whom he may devour. I f  he could, 
he would be glad to devour us. The better Christian one is, 
the better the adversary would like to get hold of him.

To be a child of God does not mean that we shall be free 
from all earth-born tendencies. The Apostle points out that 
there is a continual fight of the new creature against the old. 
(Galatians 5:17) The heavenly impulses, tendencies and as­
pirations need to be fought for; they must be carefully and 
continually cultivated. Not only must our affections be torn 
from their earthly props, to which they naturally cling, but 
they must be trained heavenward, and be held there by the 
cords of love and devotion to God. Do not let them gravitate 
again earthward. There are many things on this earth that 
are attractive, that are beautiful; but we need not set our 
hearts upon them. We may see them and admire them; but 
we must go right along the narrow way. Our hearts are only 
just so large; and if  we fill them with flowers or pets or earthly 
ambitions or affections, how can there be room for the infi­
nitely more important and beautiful things?

FRUITS, NOT CHIPS, SHOULD FILL OUB MENTAL BASKETS
We all remember the familiar story of the boy who was 

very fond of reading novels, and whose father wished to im­
press a valuable lesson upon his mind. One day he said to his 
son, “John, empty that basket of apples in the corner; then 
go and fill the basket with chips.” The boy did so, and brought 
in the basket filled with chips. “ Now,”  said the father, “ put 
all the apples also into the basket.”  The surprised boy said, 
“ Father, I cannot put the apples in while the chips are there.” 
“ No,”  said the father, “ and your mind is just like that basket. 
It can hold only so much; and if  you fili it with chips, there 
will be no room for other and better things.”

This was a wise father; he gave his son a good sugges­
tion. You and I, as new creatures in Christ Jesus, should 
fill our minds with the glorious heavenly things—the heavenly 
hopes, the heavenly ambitions, the heavenly affections. All 
these earthly things are but as chips in comparison. The 
mind and the heart filled with chips cannot contain the fruits 
of the spirit. I f  we fill our baskets with the heavenly loves 
and joys, the spiritual treasures, we shall have that which is 
transcendently above any earthly love and joy.

Beware of earthly, spurious love; for it will be a hindrance 
to the heavenly love. The two should not be confused and 
mixed. The unselfish natural love, which is an element o f per­
fect human nature, will not, if kept in subservience to the 
heavenly, interfere with our spiritual interests. The one does 
not infract or destroy the other. Thgre should be a natural 
love for husband, wife, children, parents, and the Lord would 
have this continue; but he would have it in full subjection to 
the heavenly things. Here, also, God should be first.

SETTING AFFECTIONS ABOVE A GRADUAL WORK
In our text the Apostle is addressing Christians, the class 

who are day by day training their affections heaven-ward. 
This matter of setting the affections on heavenly things, how­
ever, is something that must be repeated, persevered in ; for 
the affections are inclined to slip off. We have nothing but 
our old brains with which to do our thinking, and these brains 
have tendencies toward the flesh. Therefore the necessity 
arises for a repeated and continual setting of the affections on 
the things above, until they become securely fastened there, 
fixed, established. Heaven is to be our eternal home, not the 
earth, not the fleshly condition. All the precious promises 
center above. Christ our beloved King is there. We are 
being prepared to enter soon into heaven itself, the condition 
beyond the veil. The glories of the Holiest of all are now 
ours by faith; and they will soon be ours in reality if  we 
hold fast and continue faithful to our covenant with God.

The Lord has now through his promises sriven us a foretaste 
r f  the good things to come. We have “ the earnest of the
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spirit.” It is like the paying down of a hundred dollars to 
secure the purchase of a house. The balance remains due, and 
the buyer does not get the property until this balance is paid. 
But the earnest money holds the place for him until the full 
payment is made. By giving us his holy Spirit God binds the 
contract into which we have entered with him. In giving us 
this advance payment the Lord says, “ Now prove to me how 
faithfully you will keep your part of the covenant into which 
we have entered. You keep your part, and I will keep mine.” 
“ Faithful is he that calleth us, who also will do it.” The only 
question is whether we shall do our part faithfully; for God 
will surely do his part.

CAREFUL PREPARATION OF THE BRIDAL GARMENTS
When we ponder on earthly things we see that they are not 

worthy to be compared with the heavenly things. But there 
is danger of spending consecrated time on things that are of 
less value even than flowers, etc. How much time do you think 
you should spend.in reading the newspapers? How much does 
this enable you to set your affections on the things above? 
Each of us is responsible to the Lord for how he uses every 
moment o f his time—God’s time. We are not here condemning 
the reading of important world-news which bears upon the 
fulfilment of Scripture prophecy. It is not wrong for us to 
keep in touch with the progress of the great war, for instance, 
in so far as it is related to the incoming kingdom. But we 
do not need to read much to find out what is necessary.

Doubtless if  Jesus were here in the flesh now, he would be 
interested in noting how the world conditions are fulfilling the 
testimony of the Scriptures. He told us to watch for these 
fulfilments and to lift up our heads when we saw them coming 
to pass. But how can we lift up our heads if we do not see 
them coming to pass? And how can we see them if  we do 
not read that which will give us this necessary information? 
But we are not to read for entertainment, nor are we to read 
what is unprofitable to us as new creatures.

So then, dear brethren and sisters, we see the course we 
are to pursue. We are to be the bride of Jehovah’s great Son. 
Therefore we must be very diligent to get everything in readi­
ness for the approaching marriage. When we consider the 
preparations which an earthly bride makes for her nuptials, 
we have a good illustration of how important it is for us to have 
our garments all prepared, our robes spotless, our embroidery- 
work all completed beforehand. You and I are privileged to 
have a most important part in the greatest, grandest wedding 
ever held. Therefore we should be ready. We who were by 
nature children of wrath even as others are now privileged to 
be cleansed from all defilement by the precious blood of Christ. 
Daily also we are to wash with the water of the Word. We 
are to be purified from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, 
and be fitted to become the bride of our heavenly King.

This preparation means a continuous work as long as we 
sojourn in the mortal body. God’s great program has been 
so arranged as to demonstrate who will be fit to constitute the 
bride of his Son. This decision in our ease will depend on 
our diligence in making ourselves ready. I f  we attend to this 
most important work properly, we shall have no time to fritter 
away. We shall have little time for anything else than this 
one thing. But the proper making of ourselves ready means 
the helping of others as we have opportunity, especially the

“THE KING IN
“ Thine eyes shall see the King! The very same 

Whose love shone forth upon the curseful tree,
Who bore thy guilt, who calleth thee by name;

Thine eyes shall see'
“Thine eyes shall see the King! The Mighty One,

The Many-crowmed, the Light-enrobed; and He 
Shall bid thee share the Kingdom He hath won;

Thine eyes shall see'

brethren who are walking this same heavenly way with us. 
We are to lay down our lives for the brethren. This is an 
important part of our preparation. We are to build up our­
selves and also the brethren in the most holy faith.

We hope, then, dear friends, that we are getting ready for 
the marriage of the Lamb, for our marriage to the Lamb. 
Something that we may do or fail to do today may have a 
bearing upon our final readiness. Our minds are the founda­
tion for everything in this matter. The Lord knows that we 
have imperfect bodies. So the testing will not be as to whether 
our bodies are perfect, but whether our hearts are perfect. 
I f  our heart is perfect before God, we shall bring our words, 
our actions and our thoughts into harmony with the law of 
love to the extent of our ability. I f  we see to it that we keep 
our hearts thus loyal, we shall become more and more a copy 
of God’s dear Son, our heavenly Bridegroom; and we shall 
enter in due time with exceeding joy into our “house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.”  Then our Lord will 
present us before the Father—the “ bride adorned for her 
Husband” ; he will present us with exceeding joy, b l a m e l e s s .

Oh, the blessedness of this thought! Can we be blameless? 
I f  we reach the kingdom, dear brethren, we shall indeed be 
blameless! Meantime, our characters are to be blameless here. 
God would never blame us for things we could not help, but 
only for the things we could help; and he has made an arrange­
ment whereby i f  we have made mistakes we can go to the 
Fountain of cleansing. I f  we strive to do our best, and i f  we 
go daily, or oftener if necessary, to the Mercy Seat for pardon 
and cleansing, we shall be spotless in the Father’s sight; and 
in his own due time he will give us perfect bodies like our 
Lord’s. Then we shall be perfect in the most absolute sense.

So long as we stay in the imperfect flesh we shall need the 
throne of heavenly grace. We shall need mercy and assistance 
from the Lord every day. I f  we are faithful at heart, our 
mistakes will help us to be more watchful, more positive, than 
before. The Lord so arranges his providence as to teach us the 
necessary lessons. As we grow in the divine likeness, we shall 
more and more come to love as God and Christ love—to love 
character, to love the principles of righteousness. We have 
never seen God or Christ with our physical eyes, yet we love 
them above all else. (1 Peter 1:8) We have never seen the 
Apostle Paul, or the Apostle John, yet we love them; for we 
know their characters are lovable and worthy of admiration. 
We love the personality which shines from their writings, the 
beauty of their spirit. We love St. Paul because he counted 
all things but loss and dross that he might win Christ and 
be found in him. We are to love whatever is good and noble 
and worthy, and in proportion as it is so.

What do we love in each other? Is it the shape of the 
head, the symmetry of the features, the cut or style of the 
clothing? Oh, no! We love one another in proportion as 
we see the Master’s likeness in each other. If one is much 
like Jesus, we love such a one all the more. This is the 
heavenly, the spiritual love. This is the kind of love which 
we are to cultivate day by day. All other affections are to 
be entirely secondary. Let our love and esteem be for the 
things that are highly esteemed in the sight of God; let these 
be more beautiful to us than all else, that we may become 
like unto our Father in heaven.

HIS BEAUTY”
"And in His beauty! Stay thee, mortal song,

The ‘altogether lovely’ One must be 
Unspeakable in glory—yet ere long

Thine eyes shall see
“Yes! though the land be ‘very far’ away,

A step, a moment, ends the toil for thee;
Then changing grief for gladness, night for day,

Thine eyes shall see!”

THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER
J u n e  18.— A c t s  16:16-40.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt he saved.’ ’-—Verse 31.
[Paragraphs 5 to 8 inclusive and paragraph 12 of this article as it originally offered in issue of June 1, 1916, were reprinted 

from article entitled, “ Rejoicing in Tribulation” published in issue of December 15, 1902. Paragraphs 13 
to 31 were reprinted from article entitled, “ What Must I Do to be Saved” published in issue of 

June 1, 1909. The remainder below. Please see the articles named.]
While the missionaries were day by day passing from of lost articles, telling fortunes, foretelling future events, ate.

Lydia’s home to the place of worship, outside of the city gate, 
they were met repeatedly by a young woman known in Philippi 
as a Pythoness, or Sibyl—a fortune-teller. She was a slave 
girl possessed by an evil spirit— one of the fallen angels—the 
spirit working through her, divining, or giving intelligence

She was evidently well known to all the people; and the exer­
cise of her profession brought large income to a joint-stock 
company that owned her— apparently a syndicate of influential 
men.

For several days, as the missionaries went to and from
[5907]
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the home of Lydia, attending to the Lord’s work, this slave 
girl followed them, shouting, “ These be the servants of the 
Most High GQd, which show unto us the way of salvation!” 
Of course, the girl did not know St. Paul and his companions; 
but the evil spirits did. To what extent they had forecast 
the results we may not know definitely, but quite possibly 
what occurred was what they had premeditated; namely, that 
the Apostle would cast out the evil spirit, and that this would 
bring upon the missionaries and their converts a violent at­
tack from the owners of the girl and their friends, and all 
whom they could arouse to a frenzy of excitement, of wrath 
and of rioting.

It is also possible that the evil spirit may simply have 
told the truth without considering the possibility that the 
Apostle might command it to come out of the woman—per­
haps supposing that he would be rather pleased with a testi­
mony from any quarter. But we read that St. Paul was 
grieved as day after day this testimony was given—not that 
he was grieved that a testimony was made regarding the 
truth, but that it should come from such a source; for he 
knew that the evil spirit would have no respect for the truth. 
Any of the fallen angels who would have respect for God and 
for the principles of righteousness would not seek to obsess 
humanity when they knew that such obsession would be to 
their injury and contrary to the divine will.

Some teachers will probably suggest that this woman had 
hysteria, or that she was somewhat demented. But either 
thought is out of accord with the facts in the case as Scrip- 
turally set forth, and is quite contrary to the words of the 
Apostle. St. Paul said not a word to the young woman, as­
suming that she was not accountable. He addressed the evil 
spirit as such, and in the name of Jesus commanded it to come 
out of the woman— just as our Lord and the apostles under

his instruction had frequently cast out these evil spirits.— 
Mark 5:1-17; Matthew 10:1; Luke 10:17, etc.

The magistrates, who held office especially for the pre­
venting of rioting and for preserving order, were greatly ex­
cited and rent their garments as an indication of their dis­
tress and dissatisfaction that such a disturbance should be 
brought to their city. The thought was that the men against 
whom tne populace would thus rise up must be guilty of 
something and thus deserving of punishment. They knew 
not that the evil spirits had to do with the arousing of the 
riot. As St. Paul elsewhere expressed it, “ We contend not 
with the flesh and blood [merely], but with wicked spirits 
in influential positions.”

THE MISSIONARIES IMPRISONED
To satisfy the mob and to restore peace quickly, the mag­

istrates ordered the missionaries to be beaten, presumably with 
rods, and then committed them to prison. Alas, what a re­
ward for missionary effort! What a recompense for sacrificing 
their lives for the Lord and the truth— that these noble men 
should be evil-spoken of, evil-thought of and evilly treated!

Let us remember that the God who changes not is our 
God, and that he has supervision of the interests of the church 
today as then. Let us remember that he requires of us today, 
as of those missionaries of old, that we be willing to represent 
him, willing to endure hardness and thus to make full proof 
of our ministry—of our service for Christ and his message. 
Would it require faith on the part of the missionaries to ac­
cept such experiences as providential and not to think of these 
as evidences of the Lord’s disfavor or neglect? So must we 
learn similar lessons of faith in the school of Christ, and be 
glad to follow in the footsteps of Jesus and the apostles. We 
must learn to rejoice in retribution as in prosperity.

FINALLY, BRETHREN, THINK!
J u n e  25.— q u a r t e r l y  r e v i e w .

TH E POWER OF TH E M IN D, THE W ILL---- AS A M A N  TH IN K E T H , SO IS HF.---- TJIE POWER OF EVIL THOUGHTS---- THE POWER OF GOOD
THOUGHTS---- T H IN K  OF PURE TH IN GS---- NOT EARTHLY TH IN G S— OF TH IN GS OF GOOD REPORT-----OF TH IN GS OF

VALUE---- OF PRAISEW ORTH Y THINGS---- EACH RESPONSIBLE FOB CARE OF H IS OWN MIND.

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 

virtue, and if there be any praise, thirk on these things.”—Philippians 4:8.
Comparatively few, even of educated and scientific people, 

seem to appreciate the great power of the mind and its potent 
influence upon all the affairs of our lives. Few mothers re­
alize that their very thoughts have to do with the molding of 
their unborn children—giving them either helpful or injurious 
dispositions. Few fathers realize this, or seek to co-operate 
with their wives in the bringing forth of noble children—by 
stirring up the minds of their wives during pregnancy with 
noble thoughts, elevating ambitions, high ideals, with things 
of beauty, grace, art, purity, reverence, spirituality. When 
people come to know the power of the mother’s mind for good 
or for evil toward the children, it will undoubtedly work a 
radical change in many homes; for it is our conviction that 
the majority of people would rather do right than do wrong, 
and that one of their chief difficulties and stumbling blocks is 
Ignorance.

But while interested in mankind in general, we are never 
to forget that the Bible is addressed to the children of God, 
who have entered into a special covenant with him through 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and who have become new creatures 
through the begetting power of the holy Spirit. The world 
will be taught and developed during the Millennium. But 
now, in the present life, the only opportunity for development 
is on the part of those who have received the begetting of the 
holy Spirit, and whose great and only hope is a perfecting 
on the spirit plane in the resurrection of the just. As much, 
therefore, as we feel interested in the world, it is the Chris­
tian’s duty to follow the example of the Lord .and to be inter­
ested especially in his fellows, his brethren in Christ.

THE POWER OP THOUGHT
The Apostle’s exhortation may be taken as a personal one 

by every Christian, and also as a general exhortation to the 
whole church—that they seek to build one another up in the 
most holy faith and along the lines indicated in our Golden 
Text.

Each individual is responsible for the care of his own mind. 
In becoming Christians we gave our wills to the Lord, agree­
ing that henceforth we would not follow the dictates of our 
wills; but that, ignoring these, we would follow the guidance 
of the Lord’s will. It was on this condition that the Lord 
received us into his family; and any failure to follow these

terms is contrary to our covenant. The Lord through his 
Word gives us the necessary instructions as to what his will 
is; and these messages, received into good and honest hearts, 
bring forth fruitage of obedience, and this leads on to the 
development of the fruits of the spirit.

“As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he.” Many Chris­
tians have learned to govern their actions, to refrain from 
carnal strife. Many have learned to control their tongues 
in a measure, remembering that the same tongue with which 
we praise God could be used in doing injury to fellow crea­
tures, as the Apostle points out. (James 3:1-10) But re­
straint of conduct and of word is difficult unless the mind, the 
will, be brought into line with the will of God. Hence God 
shows us the reason for what he requires, and sets before- us 
exceeding great and precious promises. These are intended 
to work in us—to work in our minds and to work out in our 
words and actions the Lord’s good pleasure, the Lord’s will.

QUESTIONS POR SELF-EXAMINATION
The Apostle, in our Golden Text, points out the proper 

course for us to take in getting control of ourselves, our 
thoughts, our words and our conduct. Every thought should 
be challenged; for if an evil thought or a selfish thought or 
a mean thought, a depraved thought, be admitted, it will 
germinate and bring forth a great defilement, which will 
affect our words and our conduct, and will extend to others. 
We may learn to do the challenging readily, even along the 
comprehensive lines which the Apostle lays down in this les­
son. What at first may require considerable time for decision 
will by and by be decided almost instantly:

(1) Is the thought which is seeking consideration in our 
mind an honorable one? If so, it may pass in and be enter­
tained. If not, it should be immediately resented and driven 
out from the mind as an evil influence.

(2) Is the thought suggested a pure one—not sensual, 
not selfish? If so, if it pass these examinations, it may pass 
on for further consideration. If by these it fails to prove 
its purity, it should be immediately resented as a thought 
likely to do great harm—as would the entrance into our 
home of things infected with a plague.

(3) Is the thought lovely? Does it appertain to things 
that are lovable? Does it excite lovable influences, or is it

[5908]
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