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MACHINATIONS OF THE EVIL ONE—HOW TO VANQUISH HIM

“Resist the Devil, and he will flee from you.”—James 4:7.

The word devil represents that evil one who through un-
holy ambition became the first opponent of God, who at-
tempted to set up a rival government to that of the Almighty,
and who was cast out of heaven and cut off from all associa-
tion with holy beings, his name, which was once Lucifer, shin-
ing one, was changed to that of Satan, meaning the hater, the
accuser. He who was once called, “Son of the Morning,” be-
came the prince of the “rulers of darkness.” (Isaiah 14:12-16;
Ephesians 6:11, 12) Not only did he do evil to himself and
cease to be an angel of light, a “morning star,” but he became
the instigator of evil, a leader into evil. According to the
Scriptural account, he has succeeded in leading astray from
God, not only the entire human family, by luring our first
parents into disobedience, but has also misled a large number
of the heavenly hosts of angels into sin and opposition to
Jehovah.

This may upon the surface appear to be a great triumph
of Satan over the Almighty God; but such is not the case.
God has at all times been Master of the situation. He has
purposed to permit all this deflection to teach a great lesson
to poth angels and men, It is his purpose, “in due time,” to
judge all these sinners, both angelic and human, by a company
that he is now preparing, and to restore to harmony with him-
self all who have properly learned their lesson as to the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin and the desirableness of righteous-
ness and of obedience. We understand that the only excep-
tions to this rule are Satan himself and some who after having
been clearly enlightened, will deliberately choose sin. Satan
has become inseparably connected with sin; and his destruec-
tion is plainly declared in the Scriptures, as is also that of
those who have so imbibed his spirit as to make it impossible
to renew them again to repentance—whether in the Gospel
age or in the Millennium.—Hebrews 2:14; Matthew 25:41;
Hebrews 6:4-6; 10: 26-29.

God has promised to deliver mankind from Satan’s power
and his blinding influences. He has promised to open all the
blind eyes, and to unstop the deaf ears, and to take away the
veil that is spread over all nations. (2 Corinthiang 4:4;
Isaiah 35:5; 25:7, 8) This work is soon to be inaugurated
in the Messianic kingdom, which God has arranged to es-
tablish upon earth, under Jesus Christ his Son. Jesus taught
us to pray for that kingdom, saying, “Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done on earth, as it is done in heaven.” When
this kingdom is set up, the Lord Jesus will bind that ‘“old
Serpent, the devil,” with a great chain, that he may deceive
the nations no more for a thousand years, while Christ will
be lifting up all mankind from sin, degradation and death—
up to the perfection originally lost in Adam. The interim be-
tween the time of man’s fall into sin and the time of his de-
liverance and restoration from that fall has been utilized in
preliminary features of God’s plan leading step by step to this
glorious outcome.

TWO CLASSES OF ELECT

In shadows and types the Lord has prefigured the great
work which he is to accomplish for all mankind. During
these ages of types, he was preparing a class of elect ones
who should rule over the world as “princes in all the earth,”
during the Millennial kingdom. During the present Gospel
age, God has been selecting, or electing a very choice class
to be exalted with Christ as divine, spiritual beings, to reign
with him as his immediate associates in this kingdom for the
blessing of all the world. These are to give instructions to
those wno shall have charge of the earthly phase of the king-
dom. These are the special elect, who suffer with Jesus now,
following in his footsteps, that they may be exalted with him
to the highest position to which God has ever called any of
his intelligent creatures,

This church of Christ have had their eyes opened in ad-
vance of the world, to see the great difference between right-
eousness and sin, between the character of God and that of
Satan. They have unqualifiedly taken their stand on the side
of God. They have therefore escaped from the domination
of the great enemy of God. No longer is he their prince.
These have “passed from death unto life.” They now have a
standing with God, the relationship of sons.

No other members of the human race since the fall of
Adam have been sons of God. These are not earthly sons, as
was Adam, but spiritual sons. Theirs is a heavenly calling,
the distinctive offer of the present age. They still have some
of the fleshly weaknesses which they inherited as members
of the fallen race, but they have become new creatures in
Christ, with new hopes, new aims, new aspirations, They
are begotten of God’s holy Spirit to a new nature, to be a
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new creation; and their unavoidable blemishes are covered
by the white robes of their Savior’s perfect righteousness. His
perfection is thus imputed to them, that they may be accept-
able sacrifices with Christ, as members of his body.

THE WILL A STRONG DEFENSE AGAINST SATAN

Satan, who is the opposer of God and who has led astray
some of the holy angels, opposes these who have escaped from
his thraldom and who have these new hopes and aspirations.
He does not need to make such attacks upon the world; for
they are already in his power—‘“The whole world lieth in the
Wicked One.” (1 John 5:19, Diaglott.) He attacks only
those who are trying to get free from him. When the spider
perceives that the fly which he has entrapped is struggling
and is about to get loose from the web, he instantly hastens
to throw additional webs around his victim. So when Satan
sees any of his subjects endeavoring to free themselves from
his entanglements, he at once sets about throwing stronger
coils around them, to prevent if possible their escape,

But Satan cannot overcome a decided human will. God
has given every creature this defense; and whoever does not
break down this defense by a persistent yielding up of that
will to evil influence, can resist the power of sin and of Satan
to a considerable degree. But poor humanity need divine help
to free themselves entirely from this great adversary and his
hosts of evil. The position of the Christian is invulnerable
so long as he keeps close to the Source of his strength. Great-
er is he that is on our part than all that can be against us.
If the time were come for the binding of Satan, our Lord
would attend to it at once. But it has not yet fully come.
God’s children need not feel, however, that they must flee from
Satan and his hosts. They have no such power that we need
to strive to get away from them. But rather we should stand
our ground, and should firmly resist their influence, knowing
that with every temptation God has promised and provided
a way of escape. With this knowledge we may be strong in
the presence of any adversary.

MAMMON—THE IMPERSONATION OF SELFISHNESS

The Apostle Paul says that we war not against flesh and
blood merely, but against spiritual wickedness, or as the
margin reads, “wicked spirits” in high positions—the great
army of fallen angels under the captaincy of the devil, the
prince of demons. (Ephesians 6:12) He is the powerful lead-
er of fallen angels and fallen men, of all who may be on the
side of wrong. Many are fighting on his side because they
are deluded, blinded. 'Lhey are unwittingly rendering him
service. There are two masters: one is God and the other
is Mammon. Jesus said, ‘Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”
(Matthew 6:24) We must serve either the one or the other.

Mammon was the name of an ancient Syrian god—the god
of riches, of cupidity, the impersonation of worldliness. To-
day mammon means the spirit of the world, selfishness, with
its avarice and love of wealth. Satan is the promoter of this
mammon spirit. St. Paul tells us how we may know which
master we are serving. He says, “His servants ye are to
whom ye render obedience.” (Romans 6:16) If we are giv-
ing time and thought to grasping after riches and worldly
homnors, if our influence is for war and strife, for selfishness
in any form, if our sympathies and affections are tending
earthward rather than heavenward, then we are serving mam-
mon, the worldly spirit, and are thus serving Satan, whether
we realize it or not. Close and careful scrutiny of his thoughts,
words and doings in the light of the Word of God will soon
show any Christian whether he is rendering service to his
rightful Master or to the adversary. Whoever is serving the
devil is his servant, is in his army. If we are serving the
cause of righteousness, and that only, we are on the Lord’s
side.

HOW TO RESIST SATAN'S ATTACKS

The Lord’s children are to see to it that they are not de-
luded into sin and into the service of sin; to that extent they
would be deserting their colors and taking their stand as
opponents of the Lord. When Christians take a decided stand
against Satan and his wiles, they are relieved from his at-
tacks—not that he flees from them in the sense that he is
fearful of harm to himself, but that he will leave them. He
will retreat just as a general of an army would retreat from
a city after having found that its gates were strongly pro-
tected and that attack was useless. If the adversary finds one
well protected and resisting him with a firm will, he will at
once retreat. But if there be any parley, with sin, any tend-
ency to consider a matter when it is seen to be sin, an en-
trance is at once made for the adversary; and he will renew
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the attack and press the matter, placing it in the most allur-
ing light, in order that he may take control, that he may
enter the heart where he has found the weakness.

Hence it is of the utmost importance that the child of God
should make a positive and prompt decision when he realizes
that he is being enticed to evil. A moment’s hesitation is
very dangerous. Those who take their stand for. the Lord,
who give themselves fully and unreservedly to him, he has
agreed to protect. He may permit them to be assailed for a
time, but he will deliver them so long as they remain loyal
and true; and they will be made stronger as the result of
the temptations,

THE ADVERSARY'S METHOD OF ATTACK

The attacks of the adversary are usually made through
his angels, We are not to suppose that the devil himself is
in every part of the world at the same time, or in the minds
of all the people of the world—not even in the minds of all
God’s people. We are to suppose that wherever any of Satan’s
agents are there is activity., The fallen angels are ever ready
to intrude upon the rights and liberties of humanity, and to
bring them more fully into subjection, if possible. But they
particularly endeavor to entrap the Lord’s children. The ad-
versary seems to be always on the alert to enter the army of
the church and to try to make havoc in its ranks. .

Satan acts upon the minds of humanity. The mind, being

THE WATCH TOWER

(148-149)

imperfect through the fall, has thus inherited tendencies to-
ward sin. The assaults of the adversary may come through
human beings that suggest wrong thoughts to others, He
probably gets in his work more often in this way than in any
other. The Apostle urges all the children of God to let no
evil communication proceed out of their mouth. Evil com-
munications often have the effect of tearing down character,
and every Christian should be on the alert, not only for his
own protection, but also for the protection of others. Each
child of God should see that his own heart is kept pure and
so free from guile that he will be in no danger of communica-
ting evil of any sort to another by his words. We should
carefully guard our conduct, that no thoughtless act of ours
should be a cause of injury to any one or bring a reflection
upon the truth, which we love so well, and to the service of
which we have committed ourselves.

“He is come to claim His Throne,

And to make thy life His own.

Voices of this passing earth,

Echoes of its praise or mirth,

Reach not where the heart hath heard
Golden music of His Word.

‘All for Jesus’ henceforth be!

Live for Him who died for thee!”

NON-RESISTANCE OF EVIL

“See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.”
“Resist mot evil.”—1 Thessalonians 5:15; Matthew 5:39.

Perhaps every well-balanced man has a natural disposi-
tion to exact justice from those who do him harm, There is
a sense of justice apparently in all people, which leads them
to feel that, if they have been unjustly treated, some punish-
ment should be meted out to those who mistreated them; and
their first impulse is to exact justice. God’s law is baseg
upon justice, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a_tooth.
Our minds instinctively recognize this law of retribution.

During the existence of the Jewish nation, their law re-
quired that justice should be donme. If the ox of Shimei th’e
Benjamite gored the ox of Eliab the Zebulunite, then Shimei’s
ox was to be killed or the full amount of damage met by him;
for the owner of the gored ox must be fully recompensed.
And so it was in all matters, .

The principle of justice is a proper one, It would be ill
for the world if justice were not recognized. In the world’s
courts there is an attempt to give justice, so that if one’s
ox is gored the owner could go to the courts and have redress.
We see the righteousness of this arrangement, the wisdom of
it. But in the case of the church, the Lord has made a new
provision. The church is called out of the world, and its
members are to realize that they are no longer of the world.
They are to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. They are to
suffer injustice. Jesus gave himself up to suffer for the un-
just. Those who are followers of Jesus are to have his spirit
of sacrifice in the interests of others. Whoever does not follow
his example in this respect demonstrates that he has not the
spirit of Christ. And whoever has not the spirit of Christ
would better not start to follow in his footsteps; for such
will not be sharers in his glory.

CHRISTIANS NOT TO EXACT JUSTICE

“Even Christ pleased not himself.” When he was evil
entreated, he did not say, “Do not harm me or I will retali-
ate.” Such was not the Lord’s spirit. He knew that he would
be maltreated. He remembered the commission which the
Father had given him. He bore in mind that those with
whom he had to do were fallen. He did not seek to get justice
from them. He submitted the whole matter to the Father;
and on behalf of the whole world, even of those who were do-
ing him injustice, he died, that by and by all might be recon-
ciled to God through his death.

As followers of Jesus, we, like him, resign our rights rather
than try to get them. So we are different from others. We
have a knowledge of God’s plan for the forgiveness of sin.
We are suffering as members of the body of Christ, filling up
that which was left behind of the sufferings of our head, and
we are to rejoice in the privilege of doing this. But if we
were to render evil for evil and to exact justice from every-
body, we would be losing our privilege of sacrificing for right-
eousness’ sake; for the divine arrangement is that if we
suffer with Jesus in the interest of the same truths for which
he suffered, if we become dead with him, we shall live and
reign with him. If, therefore, we should have the independent
spirit of the world, and should say, “If you do injury to me

I will surely get even with you,” we would not have t'te spirit
of Christ.

Jesus knew that it was the Father’s will that he should
be a sin-offering, that he should suffer “the Just for the un-
just’® And he invites us to walk with him in this way, to be
sharers of his sufferings, and thus be sharers in his glory in
the kingdom. It behooves each of the Lord’s followers there-
fore to see that he does not render evil for evil. The Apostle
might have been understood to mean, Let no man render evil
for evil to the brethren; but he makes it broader and says,
“unto any man”—not merely among yourselves follow that
which is good, but among all mankind.

APPEALS FOR JUSTICE SOMETIMES PROPER

This does not mean that it would not be proper under some
circumstances to appeal for justice to the law, in whatever
country we might be living; but it means that when the law
has decided the matter against us we should submit. If the
law should take away your coat and your cloak, be submis-
sive to the law. To a certain extent we are to permit our-
selves to be imposed upon. If the case be one merely of per-
sonal feelings, there would be no proper ground for resistance.
If the case be one that affects the Lord’s cause, it would seem
to be a matter of appeal for relief, that we might get what-
ever the world is willing to give us which would be for the
furtherance of the Gospel.

We see that in our Lord’s case, when he was unjustly
sentenced, he inquired respecting the justice of the matter.
He put the matter to the court. This was not resistance. In
the case of St. Paul, we remember not only that he fled from
some places where they persecuted him, but that in other
cases he appealed, which it was wise to do, to a higher tri-
bunal. In one instance, perceiving that the whole matter was
one of injustice, and seeing that the mob around him were of
two kinds— some being Sadducees and some Pharisees, with
the Pharisees being in the majority, he called out, “I am a
Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. For the resurrection of the
dead am I called in question!” Thus he appealed to the
Pharisee element of the crowd, and set them more or less at
variance with the Sadducees. He said, I am like the Pharisee
in my belief of a resurrection from the dead. He did no evil
to the Sadducees, but merely sought to bring to his sympathy
and support those who had some faith and interest in the
resurrection, that thus he might dissuade them from persecu-
tion of himself. In another instance, the Apostle was about
to be beaten unjustly; and as they were binding him he said
to a centurion standing by, “Is it gawful for you to scourge a
man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?’ This immediately
brought the Apostle release from his distressing circumstances,
He did not say, “If you beat me, I will make it a sad day
for you!” We do not know that St. Paul would even have
reported the matter, if he had been unjustly treated. We have
every reason to suppose that he would not have done so. On
another occasion, when he was beaten very sorely, we have
no knowledge that he endeavored to prevent the injustice. He
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merely accepted the experience as of the Lord’s permission.

In the case in which he referred to his Roman citizenship
and asked, Dqes the law give you the right to do me harm?
we are given a clue as to our own proper course under similar
circumstances. We, likewise, could say, if unlawfully arrested
or interfered with in doing the work of the Lerd, “Are you
acting according to the instructions of the law? Am I viola-
ting any of its provisions? Have I not the rights of a citizen
of this state?” And if the officer was exceeding his authority,
the provisions of the law should be pointed out in a reason-
able manner, without any manifestation of a retaliatory spirit.

THE DIVINE LAW OF LOVE

Coming back to the matter of rendering evil for evil, we
might be asked, Suppose that a burglar entered our house and
we could find the burglar, should we put him in prison? One
view would be, “Yes; put him in prison. Make it a sore day
for him.” Another view would be, “No; we have no desire for
revenge, We do not wish to do him injury in return.” At
the same time here is a man at large, violating the laws and
menacing the safety and interests of the community. So we
would feel that we should report the man to the authorities
and turn him over to justice. We would wish to shield the
public and also to check the evil-doer in his wrong course.

THE WATCH TOWER

BrookrLyn, N VY.

This seems to be the thought of the Scriptures—that so
far as our hearts are concerned we are to be perfectly willing
to endure evil for righteousness’ sake; for we are called to
suffer for the cause of righteousness. We are not to return
evil for evil, We are not to resist evil, in the sense of trying
to retaliate and get revenge for injuries done us. Rather let
the evil be repeated. This was the Master’s course; and it is
a part of our covenant with the Lord to share in the persecu-
tion and sufferings of our Head, to endure opposition and in-
justice for the truth’s sake, for Christ’s sake.

The more of this unselfish love we have, the more God-
like shall we be. God is unselfish, whereas the whole world is
selfish. It is but natural that mankind should be selfish after
six thousand years’ experience with sin. Would it not be
strange indeed if the whole world were not marked with
selfishness, with the desire to advance the interests of self at
the expense of others? But this course is contrary to the
divine law of Love. We, therefore, as children of God, are to
endeavor to rid ourselves of personal selfishness and of mere-
ly seeking our own good. We are to try to do good to every
one as far as possible, according to the course of wisdom and
our opportunities, especially to those who are fellow members
of the body of Christ, those traveling the same narrow course
of self-sacrifice.

WITNESSES TO THE TRUTH

“Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king, then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a King. To this end
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth heareth my wvoice.”—John 18:37.

We recall that these words of the Master were uttered
when the Jews brought him before Pilate and accused him ot
setting himself up to be a king. Pilate asked him, “Art thou
a king, then?’ His answer was, “To this end was 1 })orn”—
For this purpose was I born—“for this cause camé I into the
world.”

God had arranged that there should be a King Emmanuel,
a Priestly King, who would put an end to sin and restore
sinners (as many as were willing) to God’s favor. It had
been foretold through the prophets that the time would come
when a king should reign in righteousness, when princes
should rule in judgment (Isaiah 32:1), and when every knee
should bow and every tongue confess, to the glory of God. So
our Lord Jesus now declared in answer to Pilate’s question,
that he had come into the world to this end. If there had
been no world to be redeemed, no world to be brought back
into harmony with God, the Logos would not have needed to
come down to dwell among men. If God had not purposed
that there should be a kingdom and a king, it would have been
wholly unnecessary that our Lord should die, for there would
have been no world to be blessed and lifted up as a result of
his great work.

The latter part of the text says, “that I should bear wit-
ness to the truth.” While all of our Lord’s utterances were,
of course, truths, there was a certain great truth to which
he was bearing witness. Not only was he speaking truth-
fully, but he was also upholding the fruth. God had created
man. He had turned out badly—was a discredit to his Crea-
tor. The reign of sin and death was a discredit to God and a
disgrace to all good government. Under such circumstances
it would scem a reasonable question to ask, “Why not destroy
creatures so unworthy and discreditable?” Because Jehovah
had declared that the curse resting upon man should be rolled
away, and that a great blessing should come to the world,
through Abraliam’s Seed. and not one jot or one tittle of God’s
purpose could fail of accomplishment.

‘‘GOD’S PLANS LIKE LILIES WHITE UNFOLD’'

Hundreds, yes, thousands of years had passed since God’s
promise to Abraham; and no blessing had come, no rolling
away of the curse! But God had remained true. His Word
had not been broken, could not be broken. He purposed to
bless the world, and he would surely accomplish all his de-
sign. This is the great truth-—that Jehovah God has provided
salvation for “all the families of the earth.” The types of
the law fore-hadowed it. The prophets testified to it; “Yea,
all of the prophets from Samuecl and them that followed after, ag
many as have spoken, have likewise foretold these days” of
blessedness to come. Our Lord Jesus while in the flesh bore
witness to this truth. He declared the fact that God had not
misrepresented himself and his plan.

Qur Lord has come into the world for the very purpose of
being that great King who was to bless all of Adam’s fallen race,
He came proclaiming this kingdom, and the Jews said, “How

can he be a king? He cannot accomplish anything!” And
now, here he was before Pilate, still declaring himself to be a
King. For three and a half years he had borne witness to
the great truth that God’s will should be accomplished, that
God’s kingdom should yet be established under the whole
heavens. And it will be fully consummated, through the great
One who was there crucified as a malefactor. Verily,

“God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform!”

The rejection of Jesus made it seem as though God’s whole
plan had been turned aside. It seemed as though those un-
believing Jews had triumphed over the great Jehovah. Yet
we see that the crucifixion of Messiah was the very thing
necessary to the accomplishment of God’s purpose. It was
necessary that Christ should redeem the human family by his
own death before he could restore them through his Millennial
reign. But to the world at large this great truth is still ob-
scure. Jesus assures his disciples that to them it has been
given to know the mysteries; but to all outsiders, all not in
fullest harmony with God, these things are given in parables
and dark sayings; and hearing they do not understand, and
seeing they perceive not,

THE ‘‘TRUTH PEOPLE'’

It seems rather remarkable to the Editor that without any
effort on our part this word “truth,” and the term, “truth
people,” are identified with ourselves. What we have is the
truth—mothing else but the truth, the Bible truth! This is
the only word we could use. The denominations have taken
up the other names, and we have left us simply this term—
“the truth.” And without any preconcerted action in any
way that we are aware of this expression, “truth people,”
seemed to get about as applied to us. We are, indeed, bearing
witness to the truth—the same truth to which our Master bore
witness even unto death—about the kingdom, about Jesus’
leaving his glorious prehuman estate and coming into the
world, about his going into the heavenly glory again, to a far
higher station than was his before. We are bearing witness to
the truth that God is not a vicious God, a cruel God—that
he never purposed to doom man to eternal torture, but has
promised that the curse of sin and death shall be swept away
forever. The witness is just the same today, along the same
line, as proclaimed by our Lord and his apostles.

All who are of the truth hear the truth, and love to bear
witness to the truth. Yet in our case, as in the Master’s
case, the world knoweth us not. It knows us not because it
knew him not. The world, especially the religlous world of
Christendom, is disposed to crucify us as it crucified him, only
we are living in a more civilized time and the scribes, the
Pharisees and the doctors of the law apparently find it more
difficult today than of old to incite the people to destroy our
lives. But by God’s grace we will continue to bear witness
to the truth until the dark night comes “wherein no man ecan
work.” should our lives be spared till then,
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WE REAP WHAT WE SOW

JUNE 11.—GALATIANS 6:1-10.

NOT THE WORLD, BUT THE CHURCH, REFERRED TO—FPOOR SOIL AND INVOLUNTARY WEEDS HEREDITARY-—SOWING BREPRESENTS A VOI-
UNTARY ACT AND PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY—WHAT I8 SOWING TO THE FLESH !—WHAT IS IT TO
SOW TO THE SPIRIT7— WHAT SHALL THE HARVEST BE?—THE CONTEXT.

“God 18 not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”—Verse 7.

It is true that every person has a responsibility for his
every wilful act and word. It is true, in a sense, that every
human being will have a harvest considerably in accord with
his own wilful course in life. Evidently, therefore, every
human being could take a profitable lesson from the words
of our Golden Text and receive a blessing in proportion as he
would follow the spirit of that Text.

However, we are not to forget that the Apostle is not ad-
dressing the worldly but the saintly. He is addressing the
church; and the church is composed exclusively of persons
who have left the world, turned their backs upon sin, ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus as their Savior and Advocate with the
Father, and who have consecrated their lives wholly and un-
reservedly to the doing of the divine will. Such begotten of
the holy Spirit, are in the Bible styled new creatures in Christ.
(2 Corinthians 5:17) To these, “old things have passed
away; all things have become new”-—new hopes, new aims,
new ambitions, new prospects, new standards, These spirit-
ually begotten children of God, and no one else, are addressed
by the Apostle.

According to the Bible, God has great and precious provi-
sions for the world in the future, but not in the present
time. Now the church of Christ, the saintly bride class, is
being selected from the world to constitute the royal family
of the future, when completed and perfected by the first or
chief resurrection. (1 Peter 2:9) Then this royal family
will, as God’s kingdom, deal with the world of mankind, rul-
ing, instructing, uplifting, blessing, all the willing and obedi-
ent. Then the world will have its chance for sowing and
reaping.—Acts 3:19-23,

THE S8OIL AND THE SEED

The heart of the Christian is consecrated soil from the
start—from the time that God accepts him as a child, Under
divine instructions special flowers and fruits are to be culti-
vated. These are styled fruits and graces of the holy Spirit.
All Christians obedient to the Voice from heaven are seeking
to eradicate and destroy the weeds of sin and selfishness,
which spring naturally in their flesh because of heredity.

Originally, Father Adam’s flesh was perfect. The weeds
of sin had not yet been planted. But now, there is no pure
soil; sin-weeds are everywhere. Every Christian who would
have the consecrated garden of his heart fruitful, pleasing
to the Lord, must wage a vigorous and continuous battle
against the weeds of sin, in order that his heart may be in
gle c(:iondition to receive the good seed commended in the divine

"ord.

Vigilance is necessary, not only to keep down the weeds,
but also to keep the soil in proper condition, that the seed
may enter, germinate and bring forth good fruitage. 'I'he
Christian must also battle against the thorns, which our Lord
Jesus mentions as illustrating the cares of the present life
and the deceitfulness of riches, which would choke the Word
and make the life unfruitful, unprofitable..——Matthew 13:22,

The Christian who would expect to receive the reward of
the Master’s “Well done; enter into the joy of thy Lord!”
must be very diligent in the sowing of the proper seeds in the
garden of his heart. Acts, words and thoughts are the good
seeds; and they must be sown carefully and persistently. They
will yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness—meekness,
gentleness, patience, long-suffering, brotherly-kindness, love.

And these fruits and flowers of the holy Spirit abounding in
the garden of the heart, St. Peter tells us, will make such
a Christian ready for an abundant entrance “into the king-
dom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”—2 Peter 1:11.

It is important that we sow good seed; and there is just
one storehouse from which this is supplied—the Word of God.
Whoever gives most attention to the words of our Lord Jesus
through the apostles and the prophets, and whoever keeps this
seed pure, free from contamination with worldly wisdom—
science falsely so-called—and from the traditions of men—
creeds—is best prepared to produce fruits and flowers to the
Master’s approval.

A mistake made by some of the Lord’s people is that of
sowing to the flesh, after having consecrated themselves to
the Lord and having agreed to sow merely to the Spirit—in
harmony with the Lord’s will. Sowing to the flesh does not
mean a thorough rebellion against the Lord, but rather the
procurement and the sowing of bad seed—unprofitable seed.
The spending of time, energy, money, etc., in the pursuit of
pleasure or of earthly things or riches, whether successful or
not, is sowing to the flesh,

WHAT IT IS TO SOW TO THE FLESH

The tendency of all such neglect of the Christian’s cove-
nant with his God is toward corruption—toward death. Many,
indeed, may retrace their steps after finding that they have
spent their talents improperly. But in such cases they have
wasted time, energy and opportunity, and if they gain eternal
life at all, it will doubtless be on a less glorious plane than
if they had been faithful from the very beginning. Let us
exhort ourselves and our fellows to sow to the spirit—in
accord with the glorious promises which God has made to us,
which we have accepted, and to which we should be bending
every energy in the development of the fruits and graces of
the spirit.

TREATMENT OF FELLOW CHRISTIANS

In the context the Apostle urges that each individual Chris-
tian should seek to bear his own burden rather than to lean
upon the brethren. Each is to remember his own personal
responsibility and not to get weary in well doing. Each is
to remember the reaping time, the harvest time, when all who
do not faint, all who do not grow weary, but who persevere,
will receive their reward.

Additionally, the Apostle urges that while seeking to do,
each for himself, we should be tender-hearted toward each
other, yea, toward all men. “As we have opportunity, let us
do good unto all, but especially to them who are of the house
hold of faith.”

Respecting those who are of the household of faith the
Apostle urges that if we find a brother overtaken in a fault,
we should show our own spirituality in the manifestation of
the spirit of meekness and kindness toward the one at fault.
We should bear each other’s burdens, and so fulfil the law
of Christ. We should cultivate the spirit of meekness by re
membering that we ourselves might at some time be over
taken in a fault—in the future, if we had not in the past
We should learn to think humbly of ourselves. We are really
nothing when compared with that which is perfect. Our
standing with the Lord is not because of human perfection,
but because of proper wills—good intentions—fully conse
crated hearts.

BE READY—FOR THE DAYS ARE EVIL

Let me suffer wrong without complaining,
While myself from doing wrong abstaining,
Through Thy grace and strength, O Lord, I pray:
Let me never smite the hand that smites me,
But do good to him who ill requites me;
Thus prepare me for the evil day.

Into Thine own image, Lord, transform me,
To Thy gentle Spirit so conform me
That this lesson never may be lost;
Not the poor oppressed, but the oppressor,
Not the injured, but the proud transgressor,
Is the one who needs our pity most.
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My true Peace and Savior, be Thou near me.
That in suffering I may ne’er grow weary;

Be Thou near me to direct my way;
Strengthen Thou my soul when foes assail her,
That Thy patient spirit may not fail her;

Thus prepare me for the evil day,

That herself in patience still possessing,
She may find e’en woes to be a blessing.

Nor account them strange when they arise;
Point her to the happy realms above her,
Prepared by Thee, who dost ever love her;

And gave Thyself for her in sacrifice!

Unknown.
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SOME PASTORAL COUNSEL ON MARRIAGE

God Himself performed the first marriage ceremony, by
simply bringing together our first parents, Adam and Eve.
Motner Eve was already bone of Adam’s bone, and flesh of his
flesh, but the two had been separated by God himself. They
were two in body, but one in heart; for he purposed that the
entire race should be born from this one pair, in order that
when sin should enter and involve the whole human fami}y,
the death of one person would suffice to redeem the entire
race. “By man came death; by man also came the resurrec-
tion of the dead.”—1 Cor. 15:21; Rom. 5:12, 19. )

The Bible clearly teaches that, when the great plan of
God shall be completed by bringing restitution to the world,
this restitution will bring humanity to that condition in which
Adam was previous to the separation of the woman from him.
And so we have the words of Jesus to the effect that “Those
deemed worthy to obtain that age, and that resurrection from
the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage, because
they are like the angels.” (Luke 20:35) In other words, in
the times of restitution, males and females will all lose their
distinctive features, and become again as Adam was in the
beginning—each complete in himself—when the earth shall be
filled with people. God does not design to over-fill the earth,
but simply to fill it.

But while the union of man and woman is a matter of
love between themselves, the law steps in and says that there
must be suitable regulations and some formal way of authoriz-
ing their union before others as witnesses, so as to avoid
trouble in the future. Consequently there are certain speci-
fications regarding licenses, etc., all of which we believe is
quite proper.

A SPECIAL MEANING IN MARRIAGE

However, as Christian people who have the Word of God,
and who as Bible students have come to some appreciation of
that Word, we see in marriage a special meaning which God
purposed wnen instituting the rite. Marriage between man
and woman is a picture, or illustration, of the union to take
place between Christ and the church; and God so ordained
that it should be. The Apostle in referring to marriage as a
picture, goes on to say that as Christ loved the church and
gave himself for it, so also should men love their wives as
their own body.—Ephesians 5:25-32.

Great love is this—that a man should do for his wife what
he would do for himself! So Christ did all this for his body,
the church. He did even more than this—He laid down his
life for us. This should further suggest that husbands should
lay down their lives for their wives, and consequently should
provide not only for her food and clothes, but for her mental
and moral interests as well. These should all come under the
care of the husband; and a good husband should see that his
wife is well cared for, even at the sacrifice of some things for
himself, as circumstances might suggest.

Then, turning to the other side of the matter, the Apostle
says that as the church reverences her Lord, so should wives
reverence their hushands. Only as mankind has caught the
spirit of this divine lesson. only in that proportion do they
understand how to get the best out of life. Those who follow
strictly the Lord’s arrangements get the most out of the mar-
riage relation. The husband who loves his wife to the neglect
of his own preference at times is the one who is likely to be
appreciated most; and the wife who does what she can to
serve her husband’s interest and is devoted to him is an illus-
tration of what the church does for her Lord.

In this statement we are not undertaking to contradict the
Apostle when he says, “He that marrieth doeth well, but he
that marrieth not doeth better.”” (1 Corinthians 7:38) He
is not here addressing the world, but those who have devoted
their lives to the Lord. 1f their marriage would not interfere
with their consecration to the Lord, then they might marry.
If it would interfere with their consecration, then for them
to marry would be putting a mortgage on their lives. But
there are cases in which both brethren and sisters have been
benefited by marriage, not only personally, but in their re-
lationship to the Lord and others.

We would not be understood to mean that those who
marry are going contrary to the Lord. All who desire to
please the Lord should be very careful in such a matter,
however; and others should not attempt to criticize those who
marry. This is the liberty with which God has made us free;
and this is the liberty which we should both maintain for
ourselves and grant to others.

‘‘FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE’’

Those who marry should have in consideration the faet
tnat they are probably not marrying a person who is perfect;
for the Bible tells us that “there is none perfect, no, not one.”
Neither one is perfect; and for one who is imperfect to ask
that another shall be perfect, when neither one is or can be
perfect, is manifestly wrong. However, each should endeavor
to cover up his own weaknesses. There are those who are
unwise in this matter. Our minds being perfect, we should
live up to that high standard of mind as nearly as we can.
We should hide every defect as quickly as possible, that there
be no hindrance. It would be a mistake to think, when one
is entering into marriage, that he is marrying somebody who
is perfect. He has kept back his weakness from the other,
and that one has kept back her weakness from him; and well
might it be that they keep back their weaknesses throughout
life.

The married should not inquire into the things of each
other’s past; for at the moment of the marriage each takes
the other for better or for worse; there should be no looking
back. So it is when the Lord accepts us; he does not go back
to make investigations. Neither should we. If married couples
should find that there are difficulties, they should not permit
any one to interfere between them by endeavoring to straighten
out their difficulties for them; for all such attempts make
trouble. What God has joined together, let no one attempt
to interfere with. Marital difficulties invariably cause a
great deal of talk; and knowing this, we should be on guard
lest we should do anything to increase difficulties in the lives
of others. We are not even to sympathize. We are to leave
them alone. Give them advice whenever they ask for it, but
do not interfere. After they have married, it is for better or
worse as long as they live.

So, then, marriage is a serious matter, and should be un-
dertaken only after serious consideration. It is a very sacred
obligation. The contracting parties bind themselves for the re-
mainder of life. All marriages would be more satisfactory
if this thought were fully appreciated and followed.

“Master, speak! and make me ready,
As Thy voice is daily heard,

With obedience glad and steady
Still to follow every word,

I am listening, Lord, for Thee;

Master, speak, speak on, to me!”

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT

BY BROTHER TOOLE, WITH EDITOR’S COMMENTS

The subject that we have been studying somewhat during
the week .uas been that of Character Development. This is
one feature of the plan of God. Your part and my part in
the eternal plan of God depend upon our character develop-
ment. God’s plan is going to be carried out. He will have
a class selected from this earth who will worship and serve
him on the spirit plane of existence. He will ultimately have
this earth in.abited with human beings who also will live
in harmony with his holy law. But whether we are to be of
the heavenly number, who will eternally love and praise him
and eternally enjoy his favor and blessing, or whether any
one of us is to be the earthly number, who also will eternally
love and praise him and eternally enjoy his favor and bless-
ing, depends upon individual character development. So after
getting acquainted with the various features of the plan of
God in a general way, our minds seem naturally to fix upon
that one thing upon which the enjoyment of God’s eternal
blessings depends.

The great questions that confront us then are: What is
the standard of character that we must develop in order to
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have the assurance of enjoying the plan of God in its con-
summation throughout the endless ages of eternity? Is it pos-
sible to develop such a character; and how is it developed?

Let us notice the standard that God has set. Romans
8:29 says: “Whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
[determine or decide] to be conformed to the image of his
Son.” This shows the standard; Gocd has decided that this
class, whom he did foreknow to be joint-heirs with Christ,
should be character images of Christ.

That same thought is given to us in Ephesians 4:11-186,
when it speaks of the Lord’s providing of evangelists, teachers,
pastors, ete., for the perfecting of the church, for the edifying
[instruction] of the body of Christ. TFor how long? Until
they come to the unity of the faith, unto a perfeet man.
What is the perfect man? ‘‘Unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ.” You see from this last clause that
the full measure of Christ’s character is the standard,

Again, take Ephesians 5:25-27. Tt says: ‘“Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ loved the church, and gave him-
self for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
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washing of water by the Word, that he might present it to
himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or
any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blem-
ish.” Now you can see that if the church would be presented
in his presence without blemish, without spot or wrinkle, or
any such thing, she would be Christlike; wouldn’t she?

What does it mean to be presented without fault or with-
out blemish? It means that every imperfection of character
is to be overcome. Every unholy quality of disposition is to
be cleansed away. He washes us from our past sins by his
blood; but it takes the Word and constant obedience to the
Word to sanctify us. .

For example, take pride. Pride is an unholy quality of
character. It is the disposition of self-exaltation in heart or
in act. Of a king it is written, “His heart was lifted up unto
destruction.” Humility is expressed in the exhortation: “Let
each esteem others better [more important] than themselves;”
and, “Not unto us, not unto us, but to thy Name give glory.”
Now to be presented without fault and without blemish would
mean that this disposition of pride would be so completely
eradicated that no temptation, however strong, would ever
in the heart in the least degree arouse self-importance or self-
exaltation. This passage says that Christ can and has under-
taken to save his people as completely as that. Now if he
can purify us completely from pride, could he not as com-
pletely cleanse us from any other blemish of character? Yes,
we are to be presented without fault and without blemish—
perfect characters.

Further, since Christ makes the church holy by making
the individuals holy, this passage would read: Christ loved
me and gave himself for me that he might cleanse me by
the Word, that he might present me unto himself a glorious
character without spot or wrinkle, but that I should be holy
and without blemish. Here again holiness, or Christlikeness,
is set as the standard.

Additionally, this passage also shows the possibility of
reaching that standard. It says, Christ so loved the church,
not that he may do an impossible thing; for if it were im-
possible to become Christlike, if it were impossible that we
could be presented holy and without blemish, do you think
that Christ would have died and attempted it? No. "There-
fore the very fact that Christ died and attempted to sanctify
the church and present it holy and without blemish reduces
it to a glorious possibility.

There are still other texts that teach the same thing. Take
Ephesians 3:14-19: “For this cause I bow my knees unto the
Father of our Lor8 Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family
in Heaven and in earth is named, that he would grant you,
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, what is
the breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fulness of God.” What does it mean to be
filled with the fulness of God if it does not mean to be filled
with Godlikeness? That is the only reasonable way that we
can be filled with the fulness of God while in the flesh,

Here again the possibility of becoming Christlike is taught.
God knew that our weak faith and our terrible depravity and
our failure to make ourselves holy by our oft-repeated efforts
would cause us to doubt the possibility of becoming Christ-
like by becoming filled with all the fulness of God. Yes; the
thought of becoming a complete overcomer seems clear be-
yvond the range of possibility. I once asked a brother, “Do
vou think it is possible to obtain the experience described in
these verses?”’ He replied, “It is for some.” Another replied
to the same question, “According to their capacity.” You
see how they doubted the possibility. But now note carefully,
thoughtfully and believingly every word of the 20th verse,
and note that it is referring to the grand experience described
in the previous verses. “Now unto him who is able to do ex-
ceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, accord-
ing to the power that worketh in us.” You see he can do not
only as much as you can conceive or ask, but abundantly more.
It takes real faith to believe God can make you holy or Christ-
like, But the Scriptures say he is able. If we cannot find
words with which to pray. we can point out these verses to
the Lord and in faith ask him to fulfil them to us.

Again, “Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after
righteousness [righteous heart or character] for they shall be
filled”—made holy. (Matthew. 5:6) “And sin [sinful dis-
positions] shall not have dominion over you, for ye are not
under law, but under grace”—Romans 6:14.

So we see there is no question as to the standard now.
It is Christlikeness or holiness. And it is possible, And we
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can scarcely overestimate the importance of being thoroughly
convinced of these two truths. If we are fully and deeply
persuaded that we must become Christlike, or we cannot in-
herit eternal life, or the kingdom, and if we are also fully
persuaded that we can become like Christ in character we will
arouse ourselves .to seek to attain it. If we indulge the
thought that our desire to be good, to be holy, to be Christ-
like, is all that is necessary, we will never be willing to seek
to become holy with sufficient earnestness, or willing to endure
the trials and take the crosses that will perfect us in love.
Do not let the enemy deceive you. But let this thought ring
I your ears; I must become Christlike and I can. There
is a path that leads to it and I will find and follow it.

Now we will consider a few Scriptures that show the
necessity of developing Christlikeness. Since Christ’s charac-
ter is the standard to be reached, and since it is reached
gradually, we must get busy developing this character; or
sooner or later we shall become completely and forever sepa-
rated from our relationship with the Lord. (John 15:2)
“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit.” You see the
branch was in the vine and yet did not bear fruit——did not
make the effort to become Christlike. What shall become of
such branches? “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit,
He taketh away.” Your standing in the Lord is not because
of your knowledge simply, but because you are becoming
Christlike. Are you growing? Are you bearing increasingly
the fruits of the spirit? Do you know what it means to be-
come like Christ? Do you have a clearer insight into what
Christ’s character is like? Wake up, brother, before you are
cut off! 1f you have not been developing the various qualities
of Christlikeness, start now by surrendering fully to the Lord
and begin active obedience to God’s Word. No more excuses!

Again, we must develop more and more the spirit of the
Lord in order to be useful now. First, by example. “Be thou
an example of the believers in word, in conversation, in
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12; Titus
2:7, 8) Are you growing? Are you becoming an example to
others? Is the life, or spirit, of Christ being manifest in your
mortal body? (2 Cor. 4:10) God expects this of you. 'Lhe
brethren need such an example and stimulus as you can give.

Once more: In Ephesians 6:18, we are told to pray one
for another with all prayer and supplication; and in James
5:15, 16, we are told that the prayer of faith shall save the
(sin) sick, and that the prayer of the righteous man availeth
much. You see it is the prayer of a righteous man and the
prayer of faith that is to bring results, A righteous man is
not necessarily yet perfect, but he is obedient and growing.
In John 15:16, you will notice that Jesus points out that the
more we bear g;uit (grow in holiness) the more successful
will we be in prayer. Christ has chosen us to bear fruit, that
whatsoever we ask the Father in his name he may give it us.
You see, the more we develop in character the more we can
serve the brethren by obtaining blessings and enlightenment
and mercy for them through prayer. Have you the love that
gives you the longing to thus help the brethren? or are you
cold, eritical and indifferent? If you are, you are in a danger-
ous position. Do you pray the prayer of faith and the prayer
of the righteous man in behalf of the brethren? Does your
love prompt you to this? You can have such a love if you
will. (1 Thessalonians 3:12) “The Lord make you to in-
crease and abound in love one toward another.”

Once more: The great work that the Lord has for us to
perform in the coming age demands that we become Christ-
like. No other character would do. We see how hard it is
to deal with one another now owing to our lack in courage,
faithfulness, patience, mercy, humility, firmness, ete. Nothing
but the love described in 1 Corinthians 13 will fit us to deal
with the fallen race. “Herein is love (to be) made perfect
in us, that we may have boldness in the Day of Judgment, be-
cause as he is, so are we (to become) in this world.” (1 John
4:17) God has a love that is not discouraged with the deep-
est moral degradation in his object, but follows the welfare
of the sinner with an unchilled devotion, though he hates
the sin with a hatred no less than infinite; and we are to be
“filled with all the fulness of God.” You must grow, grow,
grow into Godlikeness.

One more reason: The very character of God demands
that we become holy. Habakkuk 1:13 says: “Thou art of
purer eyes than to behold [look on with approvall evil; Thou
canst not look upon [countenance] iniquity.” You see we must
be purified from all iniquity and evil before we can have the
approval of God. Every defect in our character is evil. So
you see we must perfect character before God could eternally
endure us. (Psalm 5:4, §) “For thou art not a God that
hath pleasure in wickedness; evil shall not dwell with thee—
thou hatest all the workers of iniquity;” not only in its gros-
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ger and outward forms, but in its finer, more polished inward
forms. God detects the smallest deflection in our hearts, and
his character is so holy that he cannot but hate it. And
this fitness of character to meet God’s approval must be ac-
complished while in the flesh. Death and the resurrection
will not make any change in our characters. The new body
will only give us a Dbetter medium of expressing our true
selves. This argument can be summed up thus: God, being
holy, could not eternally endure an imperfect character. There-
fore we must in this life become Christlike, or perfect in
character; or else we cannot eternally dwell with God. “Be
ye holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.”
»* » *

The foregoing article in many respects is excellent, and
fully in accord with our presentation in STUDIES IN THE
SorIPTURES—with but a few exceptions. In presenting the
matter of holiness, perfection of character, Christ-likeness, we
have been careful, in STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, to point out
that this does not signify a perfection in the flesh, which, the
Bible shows us everywhere, is an impossibility. We have
shown that it does mean a perfection of heart, of intention,
of will, of endeavor. “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
shall see God.” “Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.”
“Be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds.”—Mat-
thew 5:8; 1 Peter 3:15; Romans 12:2,

All this may be exactly what Brother Toole had in mind;
but since he has not stated the matter thus, there is, we be-
lieve, a danger that some might misapprehend his meaning.
Some might think that he meant perfection in the flesh and
might go to the extreme to which people have gone in the
past of claiming that in act, in word in thought, they were
perfect as the Lord. This might lead to a kind of spiritual
pride which would be very injurious, as it is unsecriptural
On the other hand, some of the more conscientious of the
Lord’s people, realizing the imperfection of their flesh—their
conduct, words, thoughts—might become wholly discouraged
and give up the race entirely.

Some might even go to the length of imagining that they
would become so perfect in the flesh that they would no longer
need the robe of Christ’s righteousness. This would be a
serious mistake, as illustrated in the parable of the Wedding
Garment—which shows that the taking off or the rejection of
the robe of Christ’s righteousness would work the rejection
of the individual from the company of the Lord’s people.
He would be cast into the outer darkness of the world—be
cut off from the knowledge and illumination of present truth.
We should always remember the force of the Apostle’s state-
ment, “Ye are complete in him” (Colossiang 2:10), and the
Master’s words, “Without me ye can do nothing,” and again,
“If ye abide in me.”—John 15:5,7.

The subject is a difficult one to many for various reasons.
When first we heard the Gospel call we were “children of
wrath even as others.” (Ephesians 2:3) As we sought to
reach the heavenly Father we found that he would not re-
ceive us except as we would come through the appointed
Doorway—Jesus. We found next that Jesus would not ac-
cept us and become our Advocate and make it possible for
us to come into the family of God unless we would make a
full consecration of our lives to him-—surrendering our own
wills, engaging to bear the cross, and following in the Mas-
ter’s footsteps. When we made such a self-surrender our
Redeemer imputed to us his own merit, covering all our
blemighes and making us acceptable to God. This, his gift,
is figuratively styled the wedding garment.

But this imputation of the Savior’s merit was not given to
the New Creature, but to the old creature. It was when we
were thus robed by our Savior that we were acceptable to
the heavenly Father, who justified us in spirit, in mind, and
begat us with his holy Spirit. From that moment we were
embryo new creatures, but without any proper spirit bodies.
The Lord left us in the fleshly bodies covered with the robe
of Christ’s righteousness. It is the Father’s will that while
we as new creatures thus tabernacle in the flesh, we should
grow in grace, grow in knowledge, grow in love—grow in all
the fruits and graces of the holy Spirit,

It is not the flesh that is to grow up into the Anointed in
all things, but the new creature. And the new creature never
was a sinner. From its very start or begetting it was holy.
The new creature, therefore, does not pass from sin to
righteousness, but from one degree to another degree of knowl-
edge and appreciation of righteousness., Every step of the
new creature is progress in Christ—progress along spiritual
lines. The Lord has provided spiritual bread and spiritual
water for the new creature in the Bible, and its progress will
be in proportion as these are recognized and assimilated.

Character-development is thus a daily, yea, an hourly, ex
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perience to these new creatures, The character of Jesus be-
comes more and more their spirit, their disposition. If they
maintain their original consecration, if they practise the les-
sons of the Lord’s Word, and if they grow strong in the Lord
through partaking of the Lord and his Spirit, they are thus
becoming more and more copies of God’s dear Son. They
were copies of him, so far as purity and consecration were
concerned, at the very start. Their testing is along the lines
of continued obedience, continued devotion, as they reach
larger degrees of knowledge of the Word of God, of the Plan
of God. Like their Redeemer they must demonstrate that
they are faithful, even unto death-—fully submitted to the
heavenly Father’s will, fully loyal thereto,

But we must not mistake these new creatures and too
closely identify them with the flesh. “Ye are not in the flesh,
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in
you” (Romans 8:9) The flesh has its natural tastes, appe-
tites and disposition through heredity. These will never be
overcome entirely. Hence, as the Apostle says, there is con-
tinually a warfare between the flesh and the spirit in the
new creation. The flesh warreth against the spirit and the
spirit warreth against the flesh; and the two are contrary.
(Galatians 5:17) The new creature fights his good fight of
faith in that he stands loyal to the Lord and continues to
seek’ in every way the will of God, as did the Savior, This
may mean various encounters with his own flesh. As St. Paul
says, it signifies brow-beating himself—keeping his body under.
According to the Bible, it will be a fight to the finish, If
the flesh conquers, the new creature dies—and that will mean
the second death, If the new creature conquers, it will be by
the death of the flesh.

It is impossible for us to judge one another in this matter.
Some of the Lord’s most loyal people may have a great fight
with their flesh. Onlookers might be inclined to judge them
severely and to think that they were not sufficiently loyal.
But God alone knoweth the heart. In some instances, as St.
Paul intimates, it is difficult even for one to judge himself
aright—difficult to know to what extent the new creature has
done all in its power to war a good warfare against the flesh,
and to what extent the new creature may have been partially
excusable for some failure to come up to its highest ideals.
St. Paul says, “It is a light thing that I should be judged
of you or of any man, yea, I judge not mine own self, There
is One that judgeth me.” (1 Corinthians 4:3, 4) Sometimes
the battle is so closely drawn, sometimes the new creature is
so beset by the world, the flesh and the adversary, that his
vietory may seem to outsiders to be rather ignoble. God
alone knows to what extent better results were possible,

Every Christian, however, has recognized that, if his heart
has been faithful to the Lord and the victory has been only
a partial one even, nevertheless valuable lessons have been
learned by the new creature, and its faithfulness and endur-
ance have demonstrated its loyalty to the Lord and the prin-
ciples of his righteousness, his government. We would be
perfect; but we, as new creatures, have this treasure in
earthen vessels, and they are imperfect; hence our results are
not satisfactory according to the flesh. They are satisfactory,
however, to the Lord, if we are loyally striving for righteous-
ness, laying aside weights and hindrances and seeking by every
failure to make ourselves the stronger to endure further
temptations, tests, trials.

The test of Jesus’ character was humiliating, resignation to
the Father’s will in everything, even unto death, even the
death of the cross. This demonstrated his love to the Father,
his loyalty to the principles represented in the Father’s char-
acter and government. These are the tests upon all the fol-
lowers of Jesus. Whoever has this love and this loyalty is,
to that extent, a copy of God’s dear Son—not in the flesh,
but in the spirit.

Let us all be fully agreed as to the grand perfection of
character of the heavenly Father and of our Savior and as
to the fact that this heart-desire must be in us if we would
have the mind of Christ. It is for the Lord to permit increas-
ing trials and tests to come upon us as we grow older and
stronger. Sometimes he permits a great fight from within or
without, or both; and the new creature is put to the test of
endurance. It is not the Lord’s intention that these trying
experiences shall crush the new creature; but, on the con-
trary, that the putting forth of endeavor to resist the adver-
sary and every evil shall make the new creature the stronger.
We have the promise, “He will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able, but will with every temptation provide
a way of escape.”—1 Corinthians 10:13.

Thus it was with our dear Redeemer: At the very close
of his ministry came his most severe tests, and he cried in
an agony of spirit, “If it be possible, let this cup pass from
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me.” The triumph of the new creature is shown in the
succeeding sentence, ‘Nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be
done.” As with the Savior, so with the disciple—there is a
struggle, a fight, to the end of the journey. With the Master
every trial brought a victory. With his followers, because of
their inherited weaknesses of the flesh, this is not so except
as the Lord by his grace turns a partial defeat into a victory.

The new creature, even partially defeated, is exhorted by
the apostle-to come with courage to the throne of heavenly
grace, to cbtain mercy and find grace to help for future
needs. In doing this, he is doing what God intended and
foreordained for him. But “if we say we have no sin [and
as respects our flesh, no imperfection of act, word, thought}
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. [But] if we
confess our sins [our shortcomings], he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all iniquity.”
(1 John 1:8, 9) He is just, for this is his plan. This is the
arrangement he has made, that he might be just and yet be
the Justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.

In making this provision for the weaknesses of our flesh,
God is not compromising with sin., And in accepting this
provision, we as new creatures are not compromising with sin,
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either. It is not the new creature that sins. Its hopes,
aspirations, desires are proper. But because of the weaknesses
of the flesh and surroundings of evil, the new creature cannot
do all it would, but must be continually striving, attaining
and setting its mark higher and higher, as clear knowledge of
the divine will is gained. This is fruit-bearing, character-
development, acceptable in the Lord’s sight through Jesus
Christ, but not acceptable in any other way; for our very best
endeavors are more or less blemished by the imperfections ot
our flesh.

Thus we perceive the necessity for our continuing under
the robe of Christ’s righteousness—wearing the wedding gar-
ment which he has provided—until our glorious “change’” shall
come, the resurrection change. Then we shall be through with
our flesh and through with every provision which God has
made for the covering of its blemishes; for we shall be new
creatures complete, spirit-bodied as well as spirit-minded. The
Apostle emphasizes this, saying, “Flesh and blood cannot in-
herit the kingdom of God.” We must all be changed. He
explains the change, saying, “Sown in weakness, raised in
power; sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown an animal
body, raised a spirit body.”—1 Corinthians 15:42-44,

THE MACEDONIAN APPEAL
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and Help Us” published in issue of May 15, 1909.

Please see the articles named.]

A BLIND BOY'S WISDOM

Dear BroTHEE RUSSELL:—

I have been thinking of writing to you since coming into
the wonderful light of God’s plan, through a young blind
brother, Arthur Page, 19 years old; but I have so far re-
frained from doing so lest I might infringe on your time.
However, on reading the article in THE WATcHE Tower of
March 1st, Philir and the Ethiopian,” I was so struck with
the comparison between Philip and Brother Page that I can
no longer refrain. His directness and quite apparent sincerity
arrested my attention and interest from the first.

Perhaps I may briefly tell what was clearly the work of
our loving Father: After working for three years as a lay
missionary of the Church of England, in Canada, in lumber,
railroad and mining camps, under the Church Camp Mission
(Winnipeg), I was returning last November from Dawson,
Yukon, where I had been amongst the miners in the Klondike
District. Previous to going to Canada I had been four and
one-half years at Trinity College, Dublin, finishing my divinity
course there. My object in returning was to be ordained for
a curacy in the city of Belfast, Ireland.

There being no Chaplain on board, I was asked to act in
this capacity, and after the evening service in the third class
dining room on our first Sunday at sea, I was told that a
blind boy would like to see me. 1 was introduced to Brother
Page, who asked if I would read to him during the voyage.
I was glad of the opportunity, and on the following morning
we began. He asked to have only the Bible, Beginning at
The Acts of The Apostles, I read the first chapter till, in
verse 16, I came to a mention of David, when he asked me
pointedly, “Where do you think David is now?” Not know-
ing, I said so, and he asked further, “Where do you think
Adam is?” As I couldn’t make out the point of the question
I told him that I didn’t think Adam’s whereabouts was of any
importance. He smiled, and quietly pointed out his belief
in the matter, and I felt drawn by its reasonableness.

We discussed little more that morning, and for the re-
mainder of the week we had no opportunity for reading, owing
to rough weather. However, on the following Monday morn-
ing about a dozen passengers asked if they could be present
during our reading, as tremendous interest had been aroused
by the blind boy’s knowledge of the Bible, especially when it
was discovered that twelve months previously he couldn’t
have quoted half a dozen texts. None of the hundreds on
board had been able to puzzle him on any point, so they
seemed anxious to see how the “parson” would fare.

For the five remaining days of the voyage there was such
interest that we had to have studies three times each day, be-
ginning immediately after breakfast. The study went on till
the steward came to lay the tables for dinner; then we ad-
journed till after the meal, when we usually began again at
2, continuing till “table-laying” again, when several invariably
asked what time the evening meeting began. Seven-thirty was
the usual hour, and the time seemed to fly till a steward came

at 11 o’clock to put out the lights. A couple of evenings we
were allowed to continue till 12, provided we spoke low.

Every denomination seemed to be represented; all brought
forward the various “pet” doctrines. Brother Page did the
answering, while I endeavored to keep pace with him in look-
ing up the numerous passages he cited. Right from the be-
ginning not one was able to contradict his reasoning. Of
course, I was very much astonished, but I saw that he could
reason on points that we daren’t touch. Once I grasped the
fact that we are souls, instead of the former idea of our
possessing a mysterious something, I seemed to realize how
wrong had been my former view of this. Soon I was sup-
porting Brother Page, unconsciously, against my own views,

There were always from 20 to 50 at the studies, and so
keen was the interest that on one occasion so many crowded
on the table the pressure broke the supports. There was a
young, unlearned blind boy, calmly answering questions as
fast as they could be put, from those who had been pro-
fessing Christians for probably 20 years or more! Yet he
was quite clear and convincing. Occasionally some one would
attempt frivolity; Brother Page would rebuke him very di-
rectly, but lovingly, and his frivolity ended. It was easy to see
from the faces of many who attended regularly that we all
had similar thoughts—the holy Spirit of God was his guide.

We got to Tilbury on Saturday evening, and on Sunday
I spent the afternoon and also the evening at the Tabernacle
with Brother Page. When I saw the whole congregation
going down for tea between the meetings I could scarcely
believe my eyes; and the fellowship with all there felt like
a foretaste of heaven. Before crossing over to Ireland I got
Volumes I. and V. from Brother Hemery, whose kindness was
an inspiration.

I had a rather stormy interview with the Bishop, under
whom I had arranged to work. I felt a bit nervous as I went
into his study to suggest what seemed very heretical, and I
found myself quite confident when with him. It was very sad
to listen to his arguments. The interview resulted in my being
advised to read three books. I tried to do this, but I found
that once having started Volumes I. and V., the old foggy
“creed” books were an impossibility, every page seeming full
of error. I felt no pleasure in the old books—rather a feeling
of forced medicine. But with the Volumes I could scarcely
realize that I wasn’t dreaming, everything seemed so reason-
able and delightful. Subjects that we read books on, and
were lectured on for weeks in College were made beautifully
clear in a few pages.

I have now left the Church of Ireland, and feeling that I
could not offer the Lord less than my whole time, I have
decided to take up the Colporteur work here, as the brethren
feel there is work to be done. I have been at it for a week,
and enjoyed it immensely. But as I hadn’t read Volume VI., 1
decided to do so before continuing. Words cannot express
what a help and pleasure the reading of this volume has
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been! I have many a time put it down during reading to
try to realize the wonderful love of God that it opens up;
and how clear it makes such points as Baptism, Passover, etc!

Brother Lloyd is coming over from England to give me
a few lessons in Colporteuring, so I am looking forward with
much joy to this.

There seems to be no end to the Lord’s goodness. He
opened up the way for my going to Liverpool a few weeks
ago to see the PHoTo-DRAMA, and this was very delightful,
as well as meeting with and being strengthened by the
brethren here.

Brother, 1 fear I have trespassed too much on your time.
I find it very hard to write briefly, so this letter has grown

THE WATCH

TOWER

Brookryn, N. Y.

beyond bounds; and even then I haven’t told the half of the
Lord’s great goodness!

1 feel glad that I had to give up a little in the world in
order to be with his followers. I feel I am a weak runmer,
but I long to run so as to obtain the prize. It is grand to
be a “babe” with such loving, helpful elder brothers and
sisters! I would dearly love to thank you personally; but
if I win in the glorious race I hope to do so then. Mean-
while I give all the thanks to the Lord, and all will be
his forever. 1 have been asked to send you the enclosed
cuttings regarding the “two horns” of the Image.

That the Lord may bless you and all at Bethel with the
fulness of his grace, is the constant prayer of

Your brother by His grace, T. H. BROWNE.

INTERESTING LETTERS

NO PEACE TILL GOD SPEAKS IT
DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER RUSSELL:~—

It is only because I know your time is precious that I
refrain from time to time to write you telling of our apprecia-
tion of your faithful and untiring service. We wonder more
and more, dear Brother, as we note the broadening avenues
of gervice into which our heavenly Father privileges you to
enter while the enemies of the truth are being hampered on
every side—the waters of trouble rising higher and higher
about them. We rejoice for you, and for the privileges which
are ours through your faithful ministry.

We note your confession of some trepidation with regard
to what you find it ycur duty to say through THE WAICH
ToweR from time to time relative to the conduct of the war.
We feel assured that those who have grasped clearly the
harvest truth, and who still love it, will generally agree that
you are fair and impartial. They will realize that your grasp
of the history the nations have written, and of the principles
supposed to underlie the conduct of international affairs,
together with the course the different belligerents are all
taking, require that you, as a faithful steward, speak as you
believe the Lord regards the course of the nations. We feel
that your utterances are heaven-directed in order that those
who know the truth, and all truth-seekers may see the more
clearly why the nations are at war, the necessity that all who
are heart-proud, in their own interest as well as that of
others, be humbled; and the absolute impossibility of peace
until God speaks with authority.

Gratitude fills our hearts more and more for the privilege
of knowing something of the Lord’s plans, as a safeguard
against pessimism, bitterness or discouragement, as we see
these sentiments fastening themselves upon so many of those
who do not know,

The war comes pretty close to us in Canada. The methods
being employed in the recruiting campaign, every possible
lever being pulled without regard to individual conviction as
to what is right—in a fight which is claimed to be against
militarism, and in a land where every citizen is supposed to
be free—is an interesting study. We can, especially of late,
hear a rising murmur of dissatisfaction—a revulsion of public
sentiment—which in the light of the Secriptures we see to be
the sure harbinger of coming trouble along other lines. The
“little finger” of clerical power is rapidly marshalling secular
pressure to its support, and correspondingly becoming the
“heavy hand” of oppression.

Canada, as a whole, you already know is not lagging behind
the United Kingdom. St. John is keeping well to the front,
with a continual change of tactics. A strong coercive method
at first was employed through recruiting meetings in audi-
toriums and in the open, at which dire threats were handed
out to the people. Because of public resentment this gave
place to something more like inciting the scorn of the gentler
sex for what they termed “slackers.” Then came criticism of
the gentler sex because they did not get into line as fully as
was desired; also criticism of their position as lacking the
spirit of patriotism and of self-sacrifice. Then came “bill-
posting” on telegraph poles and everywhere, and a freezing-
out of men eligible for service from the various industries.
Now we have a body of French-Canadian soldiers billeted
here who are commissioned, individually, to button-hole young
men everywhere, using whatever methods may be considered
effective; those methods include the use of intoxicants. (I
am not in position to say the use of intoxicants is authorized
~—but it is practised.)

I have just mailed to the office (File H) newspaper report
of recent charge of Bishop Richardson (Episcopal), repre-
senting him as following the lead of the Bishops of London
in debarring the clergy (so far as expression of sentiment

goes) from the privilege of becoming actual combatants, but
stating that it is their duty to ‘“heap scorn upon any sugges-
tion of selfishness or slacking” on the part of others. T do
not know how long the temper of Canadians will stand this.
I thank God for the power of the truth in my own case. 1
have felt that I could bear injustice toward myself with con-
siderable grace, but the wholesale measuring out of injustice
to others has always brought to my notice an element in my
make-up the effect of which would give me serious concern,
in this day of aggravated injustice, were it not for the power
and spirit of the truth. Even while thus fortified and
guarded I feel that probably my strongest test will come right
along this very line.

How secure we are in our “Strong City”!
any threatening storm! The friends in the Provinces are of
a good courage. The participation in DramMa and Convention
privileges of the past two seasons, especially, has heen rich
in blessing to us all.

Sister Black joins me in expression of increasing love for
you, dear Brother, remembering you ever in our prayers, and
asking a continued interest in your prayers that we may be
faithful unto death.

“We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our
God we will set up our banners.”

Your brother by Divine favor,

How safe from

W. W. BLACK.

STRANGE STATEMENTS OF PREACHERS
DeaRLY BELOVED BROTHER RUSSELL:—

It has fallen to my lot to have had not a few clergymen in
aundiences that I have been privileged to address, but to have
had presiding elders and bishops among them has been rare;
yet in at least three cases this has occurred. In each instance
a special experience marked the occasion. It has occurred to
me that it may be of interest to you to hear a report of the
experience; therefore, I will write you a short account.

The first experience was with an U. B. bishop. The dis-
course was on The Resurrection. He took elaborate notes. At
the end of the service one of the brethren, recognizing the
bishop, asked him how he liked the lecture. He replied: *“I
like it first rate, but do not agree with the speaker. I would
like to divide the time with him before an audience. I can quote
ten verses to his one on the subject.” (I had cited my book,
chapter and verse over a hundred verses to prove our position
as Scriptural.)

At this remark the brother told him that the speaker
would, if the bishop desired it, enter a debate with him.
Leaving the bishop the brother came to me, telling me of the
bishop’s remark. Thinking that it would give the truth a wide
hearing, T said I would be pleased to debate with him. The
brother then returned to the bishop and asked to introduce
him to me. After the introduction the bishop, assuring me
that he had taught Greek thirty years, said that he wanted
to correct an ungrammatical remark that I had made on the
Greek text. It turned out that the bishop was mistaken, and
admitted that the mistake was his. After several criticisms of
the thoughts of the lecture, and his manifest inability to meet
my replies, in response to my query as to time, place, etc., of
the debate, he said that he thought no good would come from
a public debate, but a private talk over the matter might
yield good! With this he left. His attempt to undermine
the influence of the address miscarried.

The second case was that of a presiding elder, who attend-
ed a lecture on The Two Salvations. Introducing himself at
the conclusion of the lecture he invited me to call on him.
During the call he .assured me that he did not believe in
eternal torment, though he preached it. Asked why he so
preached, he answered that the people were not yet enough
enlightened to be given the truth on the subject without injury
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