MarcH 1, 1916

DEAR BRETHREN :—

Yours of January 4th is at hand.

I rejoice in the Lord that you have had such a sweet and
blessed convention and that, although the numbers were not
large, the interest and spirit were what we would expect and
that great good has been accomplished.

May the Lord’s blessing continue with you all, making
the present year, 1916, your very best in character-develop-
ment and in effective service for our King.

I cannot promise anything definite in respect to a visit to
Australasia, much as I should desire to greet you all in the
flesh, to say some words of comfort and encouragement and
to personally receive assurances of your continued Christian
love. However, we know not what the Lord’s providence may
indicate, but assure you that we will seek to follow his lead-
ing in this and in every matter. With much Christian love,

Your brother and servant in the Lord,
C. T. RUSSELL.
DO NOT TAKE ANYBODY’'S SAY-SO
OUR DEAR PASTOR:—

I was pleased to receive your loving letter and gift, which
were much appreciated, the latter of which I intend exchang-
ing for renewal of THE WaTcH TOowER for another year. Like
thousands of others of like precious faith, we are indeed
thankful to our loving heavenly Father and to you, his ser-
vant, for its cheering, helpful and inspiring messages of ex-
hortation and hope for those seeking to know and do the will
of God., Its bi-monthly visits are eagerly looked for and its
spiritual food is soul-satisfying.

The article in September 1 issue on “Christian Duty and
the War” was good and to the point; we trust by God’s grace
we shall maintain that attitude, looking to Jesus our Captain,
who said his kingdom is not of this world, else would his ser-
vants fight; and to St. Paul, his mouthpiece, who shows that
our weapons are not carnal, though mighty to the pulling down
of strongholds of error.

I rejoice, by the Lord’s favor, at the prospect of further
opportunities in the colporteur work this new year. The pre-
vious eight in this blessed work have been the happiest in
my life. I am now wondering if our work may not soon be
cut short since compulsory military service for single men is
suggested, with the possibility of severe penalties to those who
refuse. However,

“My times are in Thy hand;
My God, I wish them there.”

The Class here have unanimously re-elected you as our
Pastor. I assure you we can never repay the help you are to
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us through the ScriPTURE STUDIES, THE WATCH TOWER, TAB-
ERNACLE SHADOWS, ete. We are grateful to our heavenly
Father and our Present Lord who have used and are still using
you to bring forth “Meat in due season for the Household of
Faith.”

If it will not be troubling you too much we would like your
advice on the following queries:

‘What should be our course if ordered by those in authority
to cease distributing our volunteer literature?

Or that we may no longer sell STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES?

Or that we may no longer assemble as Classes for the study
of the Scriptures?

Praying the Lord’s richest blessing upon you in your labor
of love, I remain, by God’s grace,

Your brother,

A. W. SEwTER, COLPORTEUR.—Eng.
REPLY T0 QUERIES: The Lord’s people are to govern their
conduet by the laws of the land in which they reside—except
such laws as would conflict with God’s Word. But we should
not take anybody’s “say-so” re such laws, but should make
sure that such laws really prevent.—Editor.

RE PRICE OF ‘‘MANNA’’ AND RECIPROCITY
Drear BROTHER RUSSELL:—

In view of the fact that it is so surprisingly easy to sell
the PHOTO-DRAMA SCENARIOS as 68c and 88c¢, we would like
to suggest that you allow the MaNNA to be Colporteured at
68c. We are convinced, after our experience with the ScENA-
RIO, that at 68c the MaxNa sales would be very materially
increased. This would be an encouragement, and assist in
making expenses,

We find that many of the friends have not yet introduced
the STupIES, MANNA, SCENARIO, TOWER, etc., to their trades-
people—grocers, butchers, bakers, shoemakers, milkmen, ete.
We have suggested to many that these people are most anxious
to retain their trade, giving them profit-sharing coupons, trad-
ing stamps, premiums, etc., and that they would be only too
pleased if they had an opportunity to reciprocate in return for
their custom during the many months or years they have dealt
with them. What an opening the friends have in this way!
One Sister here went out the other day amongst the people on
her street, and took orders for nineteen SCENARIOS in about
five hours. There is hardly a person in the truth but could do
likewise—and their tradespeople and neighbors would appre-
ciate the privilege of buying from them. With much love,
we are

Yours in the Harvest work,
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THOUGHTS ON THE MEMORIAL SEASON

“For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till he come.”—1 Corinthians 11:26.

The Passover season, as celebrated by the Jews, is ap-
proaching, beginning this year on the 17th of April. But the
interest of Christians in this season centers especially in the
slaying of the lamb, which preceded the Passover Feast, and
which typified the Lamb of God, Christ Jesus. Our celebra-
tion of this Passover season, therefore, relates to the great
Antitype. At this time we as Christians commemorate the
greatest event of all history, the sacrificial death of the Savior
of the world. Our celebration this year properly begins on
the evening of April 16th, after six o’clock, which is the be-
ginning of the 14th of Nisan.

We greatly regret that, while millions of professed Chris-
tians and Jews will in some formal ceremonies and in a per-
functory manner celebrate at that season this most important
event, but few of either religion discern the real significance
of the celebration. Could their minds be thoroughly awakened
to its true significance, there would be a religious revival such
as the world has never yet known. But, as St. Paul declares,
“The god of this world hath blinded the minds” of many; and
even some whose eyes of understanding are partially opened,
St. Peter describes as being blind and unable to see afar off.
They are unable to see the deep things of God in respect to
these ceremonies, which have been celebrated for now more
than three thousand years, in type and antitype.

Tne Israelites were commanded to celebrate the Passover
as the first feature of the law and as one of their greatest
memorials as a nation. Therefore we find that in some de-
gree the Passover is celebrated by Jews in all parts of the
world, even by those who claim to be agnostics. They still
have a measure of respect for the Passover as an ancient
custom. But is it not strange that with the bright minds
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which many of our Jewish friends possess, they have never
thought it worth while to inquire as to the meaning of this
celebration?

Why was the Passover lamb slain and eaten? Why was
the blood sprinkled upon the door-posts and lintels? Of
course, God so commanded; but what was the reason, the mo-
tive,. behind the divine command-—what lesson, what object?
Truly a reasonable God gives reasonable commands; and in
due time Jehovah will cause his faithful people to understand
the significance of every requirement. If the Jew can realize
that his Sabbath day is a type of a coming epoch of rest and
blessing, of release from toil, sorrow and death, why cannot
he see that similarly all the features of the Mosaic institution
were designed of the Lord to be foreshadowings of various
blessings, to be bestowed “in due time”?

FIRST-FRUITS AND AFTER-FRUITS

Blessed are those whose eyes can see that Jesus was in-
deed “the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
world”; that the cancellation of the world’s sin is to be ef-
fected by the payment of man’s penalty, by the application of
Jesus’ sacrificial merit in due time for the sins of all mankind.
Only the church have as yet received of the merit of Jesus’
death. Greatly favored are those who can see that as the
whole world lost divine favor and came under divine sentence
of death, with its concomitants of sorrow and pain, so it was
necessary that a satisfaction of justice should be made before
this sentence, or cause, could be removed; and that therefore,
as the Apostle declares, “Christ died for our sins”—'the Just
for the unjust,” that he might bring us back to God. Thus
he opened up a new way—a way to life everlasting.
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The Secriptures call the church of Christ “the church of
the first-borns,” “a kind of first-fruits unto God of his crea-
tures,” “the first-fruits unto God and the Lamb.” (Hebrews
12:23; James 1:18; Rev, 14:4) These expressions imply that
ultimately there will be others of God’s family later born;
they imply after-fruits. Christian people in general seem to
have overlooked these Scriptures, so far as making application
of them is concerned, and have generally come to believe that
only those are ever to be saved who are designated in the
Bible as the first-fruits—that there will be no after-fruits.

But the Passover type indicates that it was God’s purpose
to save all Tsraelites; and that as a nation they represented
all of mankind that will ever come into harmony with God
and be granted everlasting life in the Land of Promise. Let
us note that there were two Passovers—the one in which only
the first-borns were passed over; and another greater one at
the Red Sea, when by divine power the whole nation of Israel
was miraculously delivered and led across the channel of the
Sea especially prepared for them by the accentuation of winds
and tides. These passed over dry-shod and were saved; while
the hosts of Pharaoh, representing all who eventually will go
into the second death, were overwhelmed in the Sea. The
passover at the Red Sea pictures the ultimate deliverance
from the power of sin and death of every creature of Adam’s
race who desires to come into accord with the Lord and to
render him worship, all who will ever become a part of Israel;
for not one Israelite was left behind in Egyptian bondage,

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE FIRST-BORNS

But this passover is not the one which we are about to
celebrate. We are to celebrate the antitype of the passing
over of the first-borns of Israel by the angel, in the land of
Egypt. Only the first-born ones of Israel were endangered on
that night in Egypt, though the deliverance of the entire na-
tion depended upon the salvation, the passing over, of those
first-borns. So only the first-borns of the sons of God from
the human plane, the church of Christ, are now being passed
over during this night of the Gospel age; only these are in
danger of the destroying angel. These are all under the
sprinkled blood.

We see, in harmony with all the Scriptures, that the “little
flock,” “the first-fruits unto God of his creatures,” “the church
of the first-borns,” alone is being spared, passed over, during
the present age. We see that the remainder of mankind who
may desire to follow the great antitypical Moses, when in the
age to follow this he shall lead the people forth from the bond-
age of Sin and Death, are not now in danger of eternal de-
struction—only the first-borns.

The church of the first-borns are those of mankind who,
in advance of the remainder of the race, have had the eyes
of their understanding opened to a realization of their condi-
tion of bondage and their need of deliverance and to God’s
willingness to fulfil to them all of his good promises. Further-
more, they are such as have responded to the grace of God,
have made a full consecration of themselves to him and his
service, and in return have been begotten of the holy Spirit.
With these it is a matter of life or death whether or not they
remain in the Household of Faith—behind the blood of sprink-
ling.

For this class to go forth from under the blood would im-
ply a disregard of divine mercy. It would signify that they
were doing despite to divine goodness; and that, having en-
joyed their share of the mercyv of God as represented in the
blood of the Lamb, they were not appreciative of it. For
such, the Scriptures declare, “There remaineth no more a sacri-
fice for sins;” “Christ dieth no more.” They are to be esteemed
as adversaries of God, whose fate was symbolized in the de-
struction of the first-borns of Egypt. The church of the first-
borns, through the begetting of the holy Spirit and the greater
knowledge and privileges which they enjoy in every way, have
a far greater responsibility than has the world; for they
are the only ones yet in danger of the second death. This
is the lesson of the Passover type, and applies only to true
Christians.

By and by the night of sin and death will have passed
«way, the glorious morn of deliverance will have come, and
The Christ, the antitypical Moses, will lead forth, will de-
iiver, all the people of God—all who, when they shall come to
know. will be glad to reverence, honor and obey the will of
God. That day of deliverance will be the entire Millennial
age, at the close of which all evil and evil-doers, symbolized
by the hosts of Egypt, will be utterly cut off in the second
death—destruction.

JESUS OUR PASSOVER LAMB

The Apostle Paul clearly and positively identifies the Pass-

over Lamb with our Lord Jesus, saying, “Christ our Passover
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is sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feast.” He in-
forms us that we all need the blood of sprinkling, not upon
our houses, but upon our hearts. We are to partake of the
Lamb; we must appropriate to ourselves the merit of Christ,
the value of his sacrifice; we must also ecat of the unleavened
bread of truth, if we would be strong and prepared for the
deliverance in the morning of the new dispensation. Thus we
put on Christ, not merely by faith; but more and more we
put on his character and are transformed into his glorious im-
age in our hearts and lives.

We are to feed on Christ as the Jews fed on the literal
lamb. Instead of the bitter herbs, which aided and whetted
their appetites, we have bitter experiences and trials which
the Lord prepares for us, and which help to wean our affec-
tions from earthly things and to give us increased appetite
to feed upon the Lamb and the unleavened Bread of Truth.
We, too, are to remember that we have here no continuing
city; but as pilgrims, strangers, staff in hand, we are to gird
ourselves for our journey to the heavenly Canaan, to all the
glorious things which God has in reservation for the church
of the first-borns, in association with our Redeemer, as kings
and priests unto God.

Our Lord Jesus also fully identified himself with the Pass-
over Lamb. On the same night of his betrayal, just preceding
his erucifixion, he gathered his apostles in the upper room,
saying, “With desire have I desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer.” It was necessary that as Jews they
should celebrate the Passover Supper on that night—the night
of the anniversary of the slaying of the passover lamb of
Egypt, of the saving of the typical first-borns from the typical
“prince of this world”—Pharaoh—the same date on which
the real Passover Lamb was to be slain. But as soon as the
requirements of the type had been fulfilled, our Lord Jesus in-
stituted a new Memorial upon the old foundation, saying, “Do
this in remembrance of me.”

PRIMARY SIGNIFICATION OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP

We recall the circumstances of the first Memorial-—the
blessing of the bread and of the cup, the fruit of the vine;
and our Lord’s declaration that these represented his broken
body and shed blood, and that all his followers should partici-
pate, not only feeding upon him, but being broken with him;
not only partaking of the merit of his blood, his sacrifice, but
also laying down their lives in his service, in co-operating with
him in every and any manner, that they might later share all
his honor and glory in the kingdom. How precious are these
thoughts to those who are rightly in tune with our Lord!

In presenting to the disciples the unleavened bread as a
memorial, Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” The evi-
dent meaning of his words is, This symbolizes or represents,
my body. The bread was not actually his body; for in no
sense had his body yet been broken. In no sense would it
then have been possible for them to have partaken of him
actually or antitypically, the sacrifice not being as yet fin-
ished. But the picture is complete when we recognize that
the unleavened (pure, unfermented) bread represented our
Lord’s sinless flesh—leaven being a symbol of sin under the
law, and especially commanded to be put away at the Pass-
over season. On another occasion Jesus gave a lesson which
interprets to us this symbol. He said, “The bread of God is
he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the
world.” “I am the bread of life.” “I am the living bread
which came down from heaven; if any man eat of this bread,
he shall live forever; and the bread that I will give is my
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”—John 6:33,
35, 51.

In order to appreciate how we are to eat, or appropriate,
this living bread, it is necessary for us to understand just
what the bread signifies. According to our Lord’s explana-
tion of the matter, it was his flesh which he sacrificed for us.
It was not his prehuman existence as a spirit being that was
sacrificed, although that was laid down and its glory laid
aside, in order that he might take our human nature. It
was the fact that our Lord Jesus was holy, harmless, undefiled
and separate from sinners—without any contamination from
Father Adam, and hence free from sin—that enabled him to
become the Redeemer of Adam and his race, that permitted
him to give his life “a ransom for all, to be testified in due
time.”—1 Timothy 2:3-6.

When we see that it was the pure, spotless nature of our
Lord Jesus that was laid down on behalf of sinners, we see
what it is that we are privileged to appropriate. The very
thing that he laid down for us we are to “eat,” appropriate
to ourselves; that is to say, his perfect human life was given
to redeem all the race of man from condemnation to death,
to enable them to return to human perfection and everlasting
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life, if they would; and we are to realize this and accept him
as our Savior from death. The Scriptures show us, however,
that if God would consider all past sins canceled, and should
recognize us as having a right to human perfection, this still
would not make us perfect, nor give us the right fo eternal
life.

In order that any of the race of Adam might profit by the
sacrifice of Jesus, it was necessary that he should rise from
the tomb on the divine plane of life, that he should ascend to
the Father and deposit the sacrificial merit of his death in
the hands of justice, and receive from the Father “all power
in heaven and in earth.” As relates to the world it was neces-
sary also that in the Father’s due time he should come again
to earth, a glorious Divine Being, then to be to the whole
world a Mediator, Prophet, Priest and King, to assist back to
perfection and to harmony with God all who will avail them-
selves of the wonderful privileges then to be offered.

It is this same blessing that the Gospel church of this age
receive by faith in their Redeemer; namely, justification by
faith—not justification to a spirit nature, which we never
had and never lost, and which Christ did not redeem; but
justification to human nature, which Father Adam possessed
and lost, and which Christ redeemed by giving his own sinless
flesh, his perfect human life, as our ransom-sacrifice. The
partaking of the unleavened bread at the Memorial season,
then, means to us primarily the appropriation to ourselves,
by faith, of justification to human life-right-—a right to hu.
man life—with all its privileges, which our Lord at his own
cost procured for us. Likewise the fruit of the vine sym-
bolized primarily our Savior’s life given for us, his human
life, his being, his soul, poured out unto death on our behalf;
and the appropriation of this by us also signifies, primarily,
our acceptance of restitution rights and privileges secured
by our Lord’s sacrifice of these.

DEEPER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LOAF AND THE CUP

Now let us note that God’s object in justifying the church
by faith during this Gospel age, in advance of the justifica-
tion of the world by works of obedience in the Millennial age,
is for the very purpose of permitting this class who now see
and bear, who now appreciate the great sacrifice which Love
has made on man’s behalf, to present their bodies a living
sacrifice, and thus to have part with the Lord Jesus in his
sacrifice——as members of his body. This deeper meaning of
the Memorial he did not refer to directly. It was doubtless
one of the things to which he referred when he said, “I have
yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them
now; howbeit, when it, the Spirit of truth, shall come, it will
guide you into all truth, and will show you things to come.”
—John 16:12, 13.

This Spirit of truth, the power and influence of the Father
bestowed through Christ, speaking through the Apostle Paul,
clearly explains the very high import of the Memorial; for
St. Paul says, writing to the consecrated church, “The cup
of blessing for which we give thanks, is it not the participa-
tion of the blood of Christ? The loaf which we break, is it
not the participation of the body of Christ?’—the sharing
with Christ as joint-sacrificers with him even unto death, that
thereby we might be counted in with him as sharers of the
glory which he has received as the reward of his faithful-
ness ?—“For we, being many, are one loaf and one body.”—
1 Corinthians 10:16, 17.—Emphatic Diaglott.

Both views of this impressive ordinance are very important,
It is essential, first of all, that we should see our justification
through our Lord’s sacrifice. It is proper then that we should
realize that the entire Christ, the entire anointed company, is,
from the divine standpoint, a composite body of many mem-
bers, of which Jesus is the Head (1 Corinthians 12:12-14),
and that this body, this church, as a whole must be broken—
that each memher of it must become a copy of the Lord
Jesus and must walk in the footsteps of his sacrificee. We do
this by laying down our lives for the brethren, as Jesus laid
down his life—directly for his Jewish brethren, but really for
the whole world, according to the Father’s purpose.

It is not our spiritual life that we lay down, even as it
wasg not Jesus’ spiritual life that he laid down. As he sacri-
ficed his actual, perfect being, his humanity, so we are to
sacrifice our justified selves, reckoned perfect through Jesus’
merit, but not actually so. Likewise the loaf and the cup
represent suffering. The grains of wheat must be crushed
and ground before they can become bread for man; they can-
not retain their life and individuality as grains. The grapes
must submit to the pressure that will extract all their juices,
must lose their identity as grapes, if they would become the
life-giving elixir for the world. So it is with the Christ com-
pany, Head and body. Thus we see the beauty and force of
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St. Paul’s statement that the Lord’s children are participants
in the one loaf and the one cup. But it is his blood, the
virtue of his sacrifice, that counts, Our blood has virtue only
because of his merit counted to us, only because we are mem-
bers of his body.

Our Lord distinctly declares that the cup, the fruit of the
vine, represents blood; that is, life—not life retained, but
life shed, given, yielded up—sacrificed life. He tells us that
this life poured out was for the remission of sins; and that
all who would be his must drink of it, must accept his sacri-
fice and appropriate it by faith. They must receive life from
this source. It will not do for any to claim an immortality
outside of Christ. It will not do to declare that life is the
result of obedience to the law. It will not do to claim that
faith in some great teacher and obedience to his instructions
will amount to the same thing and bring eternal life. There
is no way to attain eternal life other than through the blood
once shed as the ransom-price for the whole world. “There is
none other name given under heaven or amongst men whereby
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) Likewise there is no other
way by which we can attain to the new nature than by accept-
ing the Lord’s invitation to drink of his cup, and to be broken
with him as members of the one loaf, to be buried with him
in baptism into his death, and thus to be with him in his

resurrection to glory, honor and immortality.—Romans 6:3-5;
2:7.

THE CELEBRATION IN THE KINGDOM

On the occasion of the institution of the Memorial Supper,
our dear Lord, as usual, had something to say about the king-
dom, the theme of his every discourse. Those to whom he had
promised a share in the kingdom if faithful, he reminded of
his declaration that he would go away to receive a kingdom
and to come again and receive them to himself to share in it.
He now adds that this Memorial which he was instituting
would find its fulfilment in the kingdom, that he would no
more drink of the fruit of the vine until he should drink it
anew with them in the Father’s kingdom.

Just what our Lord meant by this statement might be
difficult to determine positively, but it seems not inconsistent
to understand him to mean that as a result of the trials and
sufferings symbolized in his cup, there will be jubilation in
the kingdom. “He shall see of the travail of his soul and
shall be satisfied.” He will look back over the trials and
difficulties endured in faithful obedience to the Father’s will,
and will rejoice in these as he sees the grand outcome—the
blessings which will come to all mankind. This jubilation
will be shared by all his disciples who have drunk of this cup,
first in justification, then in consecration and sacrifice with
him. These have his promise that they shall reign with him;
and when the reign shall have begun, when the kingdom shall
have been established, looking back they shall praise the way
that God has led them day by day, even unto the end of
their earthly course, and even though it has been a ‘“‘narrow
way,” a way of gelf-sacrifice, a way of self-denial.

Our dear Master’s faith stood the test of all these trying
hours which he knew to be so near the time of his apprehen-
sion and death. The fact that he rendered thanks to the
Father for the bread and the cup is indicative of a joyful
acquiescence in all the sufferings which the breaking of the
bread and the crushing of the grapes implied. Already he
was satisfied with the Father’s arrangement. In line with this
spirit was the singing of a hymn as they parted, a hymn of
praise no doubt, thanksgiving to the Father that his course
on earth was so nearly finished, and that he had found thus
far grace sufficient for his need.

In considering the events of those solemn hours which fol-
lowed the Memorial Supper, let us follow the Redeemer to
Gethsemane, and behold him “with strong cryings and tears”
praying “unto him who was able to save him out of death”—
expressive of our Master’s fear of death lest in some particu-
lar he might have failed to follow out the Father’s plan, and
therefore be thought unworthy of a resurrection. We note that
our Lord was in some way comforted with the assurance that
he had faithfully kept his consecration vow, and that he would
surely have a resurrection as promised.

We behold how calm he was thereafter, when before the
high priest and Pilate, and Herod and Pilate again. “As a
lamb before her shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth”
in self defense. We see him faithful, courageous to the very
last; and we have his assurance that he could have asked of
the Father and could have had more than twelve legions of
angels for his protection. But instead of petitioning for aid
to escape his sacrifice, he petitioned for help to endure it faith-
fully. What a lesson is here for all his footstep followers!

On the other hand, we recall that even amongst his loya!l
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disciples the most courageous forsook the Master and fled;
and that one of them, in his timidity, even denied his Lord!
What an occasion is this for examing our own hearts as re-
spects the degree of our own faith, our own courage and our
willingness to suffer with him who redeemed us! What an
opportunity is thus afforded for us to buttress the mind with
the resolution that we will not deny our Master under any
circumstances or conditions—that we will confess him not only
with our lips, but also by our conduct.

OUR OPPOSITION TO BE FROM THE RELIGIOUS WORLD

We are shocked with the thought that it was Jehovah’s
professed people who crucified the Prince of Life! and not
only so, but that it was the leaders of their religious thought,
their chief priests, scribes and Pharisees and doctors of the
law, rather than the common people, who were responsible
for this dreadful deed. We remember the Master’s words,
“Marvel not that the world hate you; for you know that it
hated me before it hated you.” We see that he referred to
the religious world; and realizing this, we know that it will
be the religious world that will hate us, his followers. We
are not to be surprised, then, that opposition to the truth and
persecution of the light-bearers should come from the most
prominent exponents of so-called Christianity. This fact,
however, should not cause us to hate either our own oppo-
nents or those who persecuted our Lord to the death. Rather
we are to remember the words of the Apostle Peter respecting
this matter: “I wot that in ignorance ye did it, as did also
your rulers.”—Acts 3:17.

Ah, yes! Ignorance and blindness of heart and mind is at
the bottom of all the sufferings of Christ—both Head and
body. The Father permits it to be so now, until the members
of the body of Christ shall have filled up that which is be-
hind of the afflictions of their Head. (Colossians 1:24) Soon,
as our dear Lord declared, those who now partake of his brok-
en body and are broken with him in the service of the truth,
those who now participate in his cup of suffering and self-
denial, will drink with him the new wine of joy in the king-
dom, beyond the veil. With that glorious morning will begin
the great work for the world’s release from the bonds of sin
and death—the great work of uplifting, the “Times of restitu-
tion of all things spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets
since the world began.”—Acts 3:21.

The thought before the mind of each of those who partici-
pate in the Memorial service should be that expressed in the
words of St. Paul, “If we suffer with him, we shall also reign
with him; if we be dead with him, we shall also live with
him;” “for our light afflictions, which are but for a moment,”
“are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be
revealed in us.” (Rom. 8:18) With these thoughts respect-
ing the passing over of our sins as the first-borns through the
merit of the precious blood, and our share with our blessed
Lord in all his experience of suffering and of glory, we may
indeed keep the Passover feast with joy, notwithstanding the
trials and difficulties. So doing, continuing faithful as his
followers, very soon we shall have the great privilege of lead-
ing forth the Lord’s hosts—all who ultimately shall hear and
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know and obey the great King—out of the dominion of sin
and death, out of Egypt into Canaan.

THE COMING ANNIVERSARY

According to custom, the New York and Brooklyn con-
gregation will this year meet to celebrate the great event
which is so full of precious significance to all the saints who
have come into an appreciation of present truth. We recom-
mend that the dear friends in various parts of the world
neglect not this blessed Memorial. We do not advise the leav-
ing of the smaller groups to meet with larger companies, but
rather that each little company, or band, meet together as is
its usual custom; for this seems to have been the course of
the early church. Let us “keep the feast,” with joy of heart,
but with due appreciation of its solemnity, not only as re-
lates to our Lord’s saerifice for us, but also as relates to our
own covenant to be dead with him. We recommend that the
leaders of each company make arrangements to obtain un-
leavened bread, and either unfermented grape juice, or raisin
jurce, or other fruit of the vine. Our recommendation is
against the use of fermented wine, as being a possible tempta-
tion to some weak in the flesh, though " provision might be
made for any, if there be such, who conscientiously believe
that fermented wine was meant to be used.

We recommend that these little gatherings be without
ostentation. Decently, orderly, quietly, let us come together,
full of precious thoughts respecting the great transaction we
celebrate. Let us not have our attention too much taken up
with forms and ceremonies. Let us in this, as in all things,
seek to do that which would be pleasing to our Lord; and
then we shall be sure that the service will be profitable to all
who participate.

We have heretofore suggested that none are to be forbidden
to partake of the emblems who profess faith in the precious
blood and full consecration to the Lord. As a rule there will
be no danger that any will accept the privilege of this fellow-
ship who are not earnest of heart. Rather, some may need
to be encouraged, since wrong views, we believe, are sometimes
taken of the Apostle’s words concerning those who “eat and
drink damnation (condemnation) to themselves, not discern-
ing the Lord’s body.” (1 Corinthians 11:29) For the sake
of these timid ones, who, we trust, will not forego the privi-
lege of commemorating this great transaction, we would ex-
plain that to our understanding the class mentioned by the
Apostle is composed of those who fail to realize the real im-
port of the sacrifice, and who recognize this service as a mere
ceremonial form. The failure to investigate and learn what
this signifies, brings condemnation, reproof.

We trust that the occasion will this year be a most prec-
jous and profitable one to all the saints. As we are approach-
ing the end of our course, the great importance of our calling,
its responsibilities and privileges, should be impressed more
and more upon our hearts and minds. We are living in won-
derful times. We know not what a day may bring forth.
Then let us walk with great carefulness, with great sober-
ness, yet with joy and rejoicing, knowing that our deliverance
draweth nigh; and that, if faithful, soon with our beloved
Bridegroom we shall partake of the wine of joy in his king-
dom and be forever with him.

THE RANSOM AND

Notwithstanding all that we have written on the subjects
of the ransom and the sin-offering in the STUDIES IN THE
ScrRIPTURES, in THE WATCH TowrkR and in the TABERNACLE
SHADOWS, it would appear that some of our dear readers are
not yet clear in respect to these matters. Some even confuse
themselves and others by hinting that “Brother Russell has
changed his views—or that the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
contradict THE WATCH TowER.” These are harmful mistakes.
Should our views change we will state the change in no un-
certain terms. We therefore make a renewed effort to make
plain what we believe to be the proper interpretation of these
subjects.

“The ransom-price relates to the valuable thing itself;
namely, the blood or death of Christ—a ransom price suffi-
cient for the payment of the penalty of one member of the
human family or of all, as is may be applied.”-—2Z°09, p. 309.

The ransom views the matter of man’s recovery from sin
and death as a purchase—a redemption. The basis of this
thought is the divine law, “an eve for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, a man’s life for a man’s life.” (Deuteronomy 19:21)
Adam and his entire race of thousands of millions are in dire
distress through sin and its penalty. God has provided a re-
covery by a ransom process—purchasing back from their fallen
condition.

THE SIN-OFFERING

Our first thought naturally would be that to redeem, or
purchase back, the right of humanity to life, would mean that
each member of Adam’s race must be purchased by the life
of anotuer person, holy, harmless, unsentenced. But looking
deeply into God’s plan we find that only one man wag tried
before the divine court—namely, Father Adam; that only
Adam was sentenced to death; and that all of his children go
into death, not because of their individual trial and death,
but simply because Adam, failed to maintain his perfection,
was unable to give his children more life or rights than he
possessed. And so it has been throughout the entire period
of six thousand years from the time of Father Adam’s sent-
ence until now.

Here we see a wonderful economic feature connected with
the divine plan. God would not permit more than one mem-
ber of the human race to be tried and sentenced to death; for
his purpose from the beginning was that the sacrifice of one
life should redeem the entire human race. By one man the
whole trouble came; by another Man the whole trouble will
be rectified. This the Apostle points out, saying, “As by a
man came death, by a man comes also the resurrection of the
dead; for as all in Adam die, even so all in Christ shall be
made alive—every man in his own order.”—1 Corinthians
15:21-23.
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Thus we see the value of Jesus’ death—that it was not
merely for Adam, but included all his posterity. We see, too,
how necessary it was that Jesus should be “holy, harmless,
undefiled and separate from sinners;” otherwise, he, like the
remainder of the race, would have been under a divine death
sentence. Because all of Adam’s race were involved in sin and
its penalty it was necessary to find an outsider to be the
world’s Redeemer; and that outsider, whether angel, cherub,
or the great Michael himself, the Logos, must exchange the
spirit nature for the human nature in order to be a corre-
sponding price—a ransom for the first man.

It was not a God that sinned; hence the death of a God
could not redeem. It was not a cherub that sinned; hence
the death of a cherub could not redeem. It was a man who
sinned, and the ransom for him must‘be furnished by the death
of a man, It was for this cause that the great Logos, in
carrying out the divine plan for human redemption, left tne
glory which he had with the Father before the world was,
humbled himself and became a man, “was made a little lower
than the angels, for the suffering of death, crowned with
glory and honor [the perfection of human nature]; that he,
by the grace of God, should taste death for every man.”—
Hebrews 2:9.

RANSOM PRICE AND RANSOM WORK

If we have established clearly what a ransom is, and that
Jesus was the only One suitable to be a ransom for Father
Adam, our next point is to show from the Bible that he did
give himself as a ransom. We have the word of Jesus him-
self on the subject (Matthew 20:28); and also St. Paul’s
testimony, “the Man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom-
price for all, to be testified in due time.” (1 Tim. 2:6) This
proves that the giving of the price sufficient to ransom Adam
and all his race was accomplished in Jesus’ death at Calvary.

But the work of ransoming Adam and his race i§ much
more than merely the providing of the ransom-price. The
thought connected with the word ransom goes beyond the
mere giving and appropriating of the price. It includes the
recovery of Adam and his race from the power of sin and
death. Manifestly, this work has not yet been accomplished;
indeed, it has scarcely begun, The only disposition thus far
of the ransom, the merit, has been its imputation to the
church, and this only by faith. The church is not yet glori-
fied as a whole—not yet delivered from the power of sin and
death completely. Manifestly, then, it will require the en-
tire thousand years of Messiah’s kingdom to ransom, to de-
liver, to set free, from the power of sin and death, Adam and
all his children. Consequently, the ransom work, which began
more than eighteen centuries ago, is still to be accomplished.

There is no difficulty about the ransom-price; for that
price has been in the hands of Justice for nearly nineteen
centuries. But it has been unapplied as respects the world
and only imputed to the church that has been called out from
the world during this Gospel age. The full completion of the
ransoming work will include what the Bible speaks of, say-
ing, “I will ransom them from the power of the grave.”
(Hosea 13:14) Nor will the ransoming work be fully ac-
complished when the last member of the race has been de-
livered from the power of the grave; for there will still he a
great resurrecting work to he done—a raising up out of im-
perfection of mind, morals and physique, to the full image
and likeness of God, lost through Adam’s disobedience and
redeeméd by the precious blood at Calvary.

THE SIN-OFFERING IS DIFFERENT

With the thought of the ransom before our minds, we now
investigate the subject of the sin-offering, remembering to
keep the two subjects separate and distinct. “The sin-offer-
ing shows the manner in which the ransom-price is applicable,
or effective, to the cancelation of the sins of the whole world.”
(Z ’09, 309) The sin-offering does not require so long a time
for its accomplishment as does the ransom. We have already
seen that the ransoming work has been in progress nearly
nineteen centuries, and will be in progress nearly ten cen-
turies in the future, or a total of twenty-nine centuries. But
the sin-offering will all be completed before the glorious reign
of Christ begins, his church then being with him in glory.

The sin-offering of Israel’'s Atonement Day shows us the
same sacrifice of Jesus which constitutes the ransom-price,
but it is a different picture; for it shows how God appro-
priates the merit of Christ in behalf of human sins, This
matter was pictured in that feature of the law which pro-
vided the Day of Atonement. The sin-offerings were its prin-
cipal feature. There were two. First was the bullock of sin-
offering, which was furnished by the priest himself, the blood
of which was made applicable to the priest’s own family and
tribe. This we see represented the death of Jesus, and the
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primary imputation of his merit to the church of the first-
borns.

This church consists of two classes. First, is the priestly
class, who, like the High Priest, are especially devoted to
God and his service, who “present their bodies living sacri-
fices, holy and acceptable to God, their reasonable service.”
(Romans 12:1) In the type these were pictured both by
Aaron’s sons and by the body of Aaron, he being the head.
Thus the Apostle speaks of Christ as being the Head of the
church, which is his body, we being “members in particular of
the body of Christ.”—1 Corinthians 12:27.

Second, there is the other class of the church which,
although making the same covenant of sacrifice, fail to go on
obediently to lay down their lives in the Lord's service. 'I'hey
do not draw back to sin and to death, but neither do they go
on to the sacrificing stage: hence they constitute a secondary
class, servants of the first class. These were typified in the
Levites, who were the servants of the priests. These are not
to be in the throne with the sacrificing priests, the royal
priesthood, but are to serve God in his temple. They are not
to have the crowns of glory, but will be granted eventually
palms of victory. And all not found worthy of a place in
either of these classes will die the second death.

In this picture the Lord shows us a special imputation of
the merit of Jesus for the sins of his consecrated people only;
and that these, justified by the merit of Jesus, are thus quali-
fied through his merit to be sharers with him in his glorious
priestly functions.

THE SECONDARY SIN-OFFERING

The secondary sin-offering of the typical Atonement Day
was called the Lord’s goat. It was not provided by the
typical high priest, as was the bullock, but was taken from
the people. Indeed, two goats were taken at the same time,
as representing the two classes of the church. The sacrificing
clags or priestly class were represented by the Lord’s goat.
The less zealous of the church, the antitypical Levites, were
represented in the second goat—the Scape goat. It was the
Lord’s goat class, the under priesthood, that constituted the
secondary sin-offering.

The account says that the Lord’s goat was sacrificed and
was in every way dealt with in precisely the same manner as
the bullock, which preceded it. Thus the type tells us that
the church must walk in the footsteps of her Lord, sacrificially
even unto death. We should remember that the blood of the
bullock was not applied for the sins of the people, hut merely
for the sins of the high priest’s family and tribe—typically
for the church. We should also notice that this secondary
sin-offering, the Lord’s goat, was not offered for the same
persons; for they needed no further offering. It was offered
by the high priest as a secondary part of his own original
offering, and its merit was made applicable to all the people,
to bring atonement to all.

In the antitype, the High Priest, Jesus, completed his own
personal sacrifice at Calvary. Forty days later he ascended
up on high, and appeared before the Mercy Seat and pre-
sented the merit of his sacrifice, not for the world, but for
the church. As the Apostle writes, “He appeared in the
presence of God for us,” the church—mnot for the world.
(Hebrews 9:24) This is in full accord with what we have
just seen in the type.

Ever since Pentecost the Lord has been accepting the con-
secrated persons represented in the two goats; and those
sufficiently zealous he has accepted as his members, and has
been offering them up as a part of his own sacrifice. Soon
he will have finished this work—when the last member of his
body shall have been found faithful unto death. The next
step in the antitype will be for the High Priest then to pre-
sent again at the Mercy Seat the blood of the antitypical
Lord’s goat as his own blood—otherwise, the sacrifice of his
church as part of his own sacrifice. This he makes applicable
to the sin of all the people—the original sin of all the people.

At that moment, which we believe is in the near future
now, the Father will turn over to the Son all the people, their
sins fully forgiven so far as the original transgression is con-
cerned. Forthwith Messiah’s Kingdom, established in power
and great glory, will begin to deal with the world for its
rescue from sin and death, for the ultimate uplift to human
perfection of all who are willing and obedient to the regula-
tions of his kingdom.

PUNISHMENT FOR SINS AGAINST LIGHT

Meantime, there will be other sins of the world not includ-
ed in the Adamic transgression. The sin-offerings are merely
for Adam’s sin and all the various weaknesses and imperfec-
tions which flow from that original sin. The other sins will
be such as are not to be attributed to human weakness, but
which represent more or less of sin against knowledge, against
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light. Full, wilful sin against full light would bring upon
the sinner the second death. But only a few have had full
light, full knbwledge, full opportunity; and hence very few
indeed will have sinned the sin unto death.

Wherever the light of the Gospel has gone, however, a cer-
tain measure of knowledge has gone, and a certain measure
of responsibility accrues; and God intimates that he keeps
a very exact accounting with all. Every sin must receive a
just recompense of reward. The penalty of Adam’s sin has
reached down in a general way over the whole race for six
thousand years; but the penalty must be paid for the other
sins of which we speak, sins which were more or less wilful,
more or less against light and knowledge and which have not
been previously expiated, but which have been accumulating
since Pentecost.

Before the new dispensation can rightly be ushered in with
all its blessings, the world’s accounts must be fully squared.
It will be the settlement of these accounts against the world
which will bring the great time of trouble such as never was
since there was a nation—the time of trouble which we believe
has begun in the present war, and which will progress until
the great catastrophe of anarchy will complete it in the near
future., Then the accounts of justice having been squared in
that great time of trouble, the blessings of Messiah’s Kingdom
will immediately begin.

THE VALUE OF THE SCAPEGOAT’'S SUFFERING

However, God is a very strict Accountant. As he is sure
to count against the world all wilful disobedience, and espe-
cially all persecutions of his church, so also he is willing to
give the world credit on account wherever possible. This, we
believe, is intimated in the picture given us of a work which
followed the sin-offerings; namely, the confessing over the
head of the scape goat certain transgressions of the people,
and the sending away of the scape goat into the wilderness.

Understanding that this scapegoat represents some of
God’s consecrated people who have failed to live up to their
privileges, we understand this to signify that these will go
into a great time of trouble, as represented in Revelation 7:14.
There they are represented as coming up out of great tribula-
tion and washing their robes and making them white in the
Blood of the Lamb. Those tribulations coming upon the great
company class, the Levite class, are not tribulations for wil-
ful sins, but tribulations for the destruction of the flesh, in
harmony with the covenant entered into by this class, a cove-
nant of sacrifice, which they failed to keep. The sufferings
of this great company class, we understand, therefore, go as
a credit to the world to square the account of the world’s
sins against light and especially against God’s people. The
time of trouble will be especially against the hypoecrites, but
the great company class will have their portion with the
hypocrites and be bearers of a certain share of punishment
due the world.

That we may clearly note the character of sins for which
the world is held responsible, let us recall the statement of
Rev. 6:9-11, “I saw under the altar the souls of them that
were slain for the Word of God and for the testimony which
they held; and they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge
our blood on them that dwell on the earth? and white robes
were given unto them”; and they were told that they should
wait “a little season,” until their brethren, who also were
persecuted, should have the persecutions accomplished in them.

Thus the same idea respecting the divine requirements in
the end of the Gospel age is given to us that Jesus specified
in regard to the Jews in the end of their age. He said that
all the righteous blood shed on the earth from the time of
Abel down, would be required of that generation—to square
the accounts. (Matthew 23:34-36) In the great time of
trouble with which the Jewish age ended, those accounts were
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squared up to that time. Similarly we expect that all the
remaining accounts of the world will be squared during the
culmination of the great time of trouble—just before us.

THE INAUGURATION OF THE NEW COVENANT

The Apostle, in contrasting the typical and the antitypical
sin-offering, declares that Jesus, not by the blood of bulls and
of goats, but by his own blood, accomplishes the blessings.
(Hebrews 9:11-15) And again, the sacrifices of the antitypiecal
High Priest are styled the “better sacrifices”—in the plural.
This points us back to the institution of the Jewish Covenant
arrangement, where Moses took the blood of bulls and goats
and inaugurated the Law Covenant, sprinkling first the Tables
of the Law, and afterwards the people, with the blood.—Exod.
24:3-8,

The question arises, Why did Moses use the blood of
bulls—plural—and of goats—plural; whereas in the type of
Leviticus 16 the blood of one bullock and the blood of one
goat alone was used? We reply that there was really but the
antitypical bullock, the one Man Christ Jesus who died tor
us; and that there is really but one antitypical goat, the one
church, which is accepted by the Lord as his body, and is
associated with, and part of, his sacrifice. But in the inaugu-
ration of the Law Covenant, more than one animal of each
kind was necessary because of the multitudes of the people
of Israel who were to be sprinkled with that blood. The blood
of one bullock and of one goat would not have been sufficient;
hence the statement, bulls and goats—in the plural—and yet
not definitely stated as to how many; for it was really the
one bullock and the one goat duplicated as many times as was
necessary to provide a sufficiency of blood for the sprinkling
of all the people.

In the antitype, when the New Law Covenant will be
inaugurated by Messiah’s Kingdom, the blood of Christ, as
represented in the blood of Jesus and also in that of his
associated sacrifices, the church, will be used in sprinkling,
or satisfying the divine law, first of all. This will be the
basis for the turning over, to the kingdom of Messiah, of the
whole world by the Father. Then will progress the work of
sprinkling all the people with the blood—the work of cleansing
mankind—giving all men the benefits secured by the redeem-
ing blood.

THE ANTITYPICAL ATONEMENT DAY

We trust that from the foregoing our readers will see
clearly the distinction between the ransom which Jesus gave
and its application; and the sin-offerings of this Gospel age
and what they signify, We wish now to impress a further
point; namely, that the sin offerings were associated with the
Day of Atonement for sin in the type and in the antitype.
The antitypical Day of Atonement began with our Lord Jesus
and his sacrifices. The entire Gospel age has been a part of
this Day of Atonement. This day will witness the full com-
pletion of all the sin atonement and more; for all the Millen-
nial age will be a part of the antitypical Atonement Day,

The sacrifices of the Day of Atonement are merely the
means to an end. The end to be attained is the blessing of
the world, and the bringing of the world back to at-one-ment,
or harmony, with God. That work will require all of the
Millennial age. It will include the teaching of the world, the
restoration of mankind to all that was lost in Adam and
redeemed at Calvary. The sin-offerings of the Atonement Day
merely represent God’s purpose in the use of the sacrifices
which must be completed before the world’s at-one-ment with
God can begin to go into effect.

So, then, let us hope that all will henceforth see clearly
that the sin-offerings of the Atonement Day and its sacrifices
constitute a picture of the processes by which God accom-
plishes the world’s blessings; while the ransom is entirely
distinct, and shows the work of Jesus alone and its ultimate
effect for mankind throughout the whole wide world.

“WHY PERSECUTEST THOU

ME>”

[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of March 1, 1897, which please see.]

LESSON OF THE LILIES

“Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow.”—Matthew 6:28,

Fear and anxiety are amongst the most serious foes of
our human family. They wear upon the gray matter of the
brain; they produce nervous exhaustion and are very injurious
to health. For those who would seek to walk in the divine
path which God has marked out for the Gospel church, fear
and anxiety are special hindrances. The Savior had this fact
in mind when he spoke thus to his disciples, He would have
his followers to be without worry, to be restful of heart. But

he would not have them to be without carefulness. There is a
carefulness which is entirely proper, year, necessary, on our
part, but not this extreme worry—this inability to enjoy the
blessings of the present moment because of thoughts, fears,
respecting tomorrow. When the Apostle said (Philippians
4:6), “Be careful for nothing,” he was not referring to a
proper care and sense of responsibility, but to an anxiety
which would rob the soul of rest and peace, and which would

[6874]



MarcH 15, 1916

indicate a lack of faith in the Lord and in his eare for his
people. The word rendered “careful” here is from a Greek
word meaning over-anxious.

In giving a forceful lesson to his disciples on trustfulness
in God, the Master used the illustration of the lilies of the
field. The lilies of Palestine are quite common—rather a
small flower, many of them red. They persist, live, grow,
notwithstanding that no special provision is made for their
cultivation, and that they are trodden down by those who
pass through the fields. Yet they develop and mature and
blossom, and have an exquisite organism, which microscopic
examination shows is very beautiful. Jesus declared that
even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these. There is a perfection in the texture of a flower that is
wonderful. The finest clothing cannot approximate the deli-
cate structure of the flower, created by an Infinite Hand.

The lesson seems to be that although the flowers may be
in an unfavorable environment, unable to do for themselves
or to take any anxious thought in the matter, nevertheless,
God’s providence has so arranged for them that they thrive
and become very beautiful. These lilies did not look up and
wish that they might become great trees, nor wish that they
might climb higher in the word and nearer the sun, as do
the vines. On the contrary, they were content with the lot
chosen for them by their Infinite Creator.—Matthew 6:30.

THE LESSON OF TRUST IMPERATIVE
And so God’s pcople are to take a lesson from the lilies.

They too are to be content with the Lord’s arrangement for
them—as the poet expresses it—
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“Content whatever lot I see,
Since ’tis my God that leadeth me.”

In proportion as we approximate this condition it will give
us peace and rest of mind. We are not to worry, and not
to be slothful, but are to be diligent, “fervent in spirit serving
the Lord,” doing with our might what our hands find to do.
When doing this, we are to be content and trustful that he
will work out all things for our good. He wishes us to learn
this important lesson of trust.

Those who neglect to learn this lesson will be unprepared
for the great work God has in mind for our future under
Messiah’s kingdom. God will not have any in that kingdom,
we are sure, who are not full of trust. As the flowers flourish
under God’s providential care, so are all of his people tn
flourish—to grow in knowledge and beauty of spirit, in beauty
of character. And this is not accomplished by some great
things that they do, but by the spirit in which they meet
the little things, the every day experiences of life. God’s
people are to grow steadily, though unobtrusively.

The lily would always have a humble place; it would never
be great like a tree. So it is with us here in the flesh. And
the Lord puts each one in the place he designs for him. We
shall learn better the lessons for the future by being placed
under humble conditions now, where we may grow, where our
entire loyalty to the Father’s will may be fully tested, where
all the beauties of our character may be the most fully
developed.

AENEAS AND DORCAS

[This article was a reprint of that entitled “Visiting, with Peter. the Primitive Saint,” published in issue of April 1,.1902,
which please see.]

PASSOVER PROVING

JonnN 18:11; Psarm 116:13.

The Cup my Father pours
Shall I not drink?

And precious, holy thoughts
Shall T not think?

And if His Love doth send
Less joy than pain,

And if all friends forsake,
Shall I complain?

If foes misrepresent
And work me woes,

Shall T not rest content
Since Father knows?

If where once friend I had
I Judas find,

Still Jesus holds me in
His love entwined.

He knew the love and loss
Of faithless friend;

He'll know each step I take
Unto the end.

His love enfolds me fast—
I cannot fall.

The Cup my TFather pours—
'l drink it all.

Hattie 0. Henderson.

INTERESTING LETTERS

GERMAN SOLDIER’S NIGHT WATCHES
BrLOVED BRETHREN :—

I wish to thank you for your labors in sending me THE
WaTcH TowER and letters “To the Brethren in the Field,” for
it is joy to me to let you know with what eagerness I look
forward to your mail. To me it is a holiday and a day of
special grace whenever I receive anything which bears the
stamp, “W. T. B. & T. Soc’y.” I imagine myself in the midst
of my brethren, reminiscences are being awakened, and before
my mental eye appear forms so dear to my heart. While they
all differ in form and character, in one thing they are all
alike, that is the new mind. Gentle are their steps, their
actions, their language. injuring none; but nevertheless full of
power and firmness. These are my brethren in God’s family,
as 1 have come to know them.

While we are separated in the {lesh, the ties of Christian
love unite us all the more firmly.

A few bhours ago in our march we passed through fields
of corpses, and now night has settled. T am lying in my tent;
not far distant, along the ridge of the forest, 21-cm. howitzers
are hurling their destructive projectiles, while about a mile
and one-half forther on rattles the gunfire of the infantry.
The mere sound of it makes me shudder. To sleep is impos-
sible. A rattling in my pocket, and the last Warce TOWER,
the Herald of Christ’s Presence, has fully awakened me. I
am reminded of the sixth verse of the 63rd Psalm: “When
I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate upon thee in
the night watches.” O what peace fills my heart, and what
precious hours of communion with my Father are my portion!

Weeks ago I passed through Lemberg. The engineer of
a machine shop to whom I spoke concerning the hope of the

Jews assured be that they are waiting for the Messiah, Only
ag I rode by on horseback was it possible to speak to some
of the Jews. I laid my hand upon their shoulders and shouted
into their ears: “Your Messiah is coming; I have been asked
to tell you”! Astonishment, tears of joy and God-speed~—and
onward went the march.

How far we still have to journey I know not; the Lord
knows, But we well know that

“Soon our conflicts and toils will be ended;
We'll be tried and tempted no more,

And mankind of all ages and nations
Shall be blessed in that triumphant hour.”

Therefore, while we have such a glorious hope, let us who
are his and are called by his name, continue steadfast till
we shall see him whom we have loved so long.

Faithfully your brother, MAX VvON DER STEIL.

(From German WATCH TOWER.)
‘“THOU CROWNEDST THE YEAR"
Dear BrROTHFR RUSSELL:—

Greetings in the name of our Redeemer from the Class in
St. Louis, with best wishes of the season—a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year increased a hundredfold to you and
the Bethel family!

We wish to report to you the progress made by the class
during 1915, which now numbers about two hundred and fifty
consecrated members. Seventy-six of these symbolized their
consecration this year and two hundred and three partook of
the Memorial supper.

Twenty-three meetings are held weekly for Bible study,
praise, prayer and testimony, etc. A number of public meet-
ings have been held, in the Odeon, our best auditorium, and
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