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not seem like a complaint, but instead, a service in behalf of 
the cause we all love so well. With warmest love in the Lord. 

Yours in His service, ----------.

TIME ENOUGH FOB FBOTEST
Deab Bbotheb R u ss e l l :—

In reading and rereading the first article of Sept. 1st 
Tow eb ; i.e. “ Christian Duty and the War,”  we have been 
greatly helped and encouraged. We especially wish to speak 
of the last part of the article and the advice given therein. 
We gladly accept and appreciate this advice. You seem to 
have said just what was in our hearts and minds.

We are desirous, however, of asking a further question. 
Would you think it proper and wise to place before the gov­
ernment at this time, before they become involved in the war, 
our determination in case they do? “ Be it known unto thee, 
0  King, we will not serve thy (War) gods.”  Would not a 
perfectly frank and honest position on our part require such 
action? As for instance, the sending of a resolution to this 
effect signed by all who wished, to President Wilson and the 
public press.

Greatly thanking you for your continued labors of love and 
praying the Master’s richest blessing upon you and the 
glorious work you are doing, we remain,

Yours faithfully in the Anointed, ----------.

We advise that no protest be made until there is some 
demand; and then only a quiet, modest declaration of our 
consciences on the subject. E ditob.

“ LIFT UP YOUR HEADS AND REJOICE!’ *
Question.—Should the Lord’s people be grieved, or should 

they rejoice, over this present great international war?
Answer.— Our Master said, “When ye see these things be­

gin to come to pass, then lift up your heads and rejoice!”  We 
cannot think that the Lord meant that we should rejoice in 
tne sufferings of those engaged in this war, nor in the suffer­
ings of the wives and children, the bereaved ones, nor in the 
loss of those whose homes are destroyed, nor in the sorrows 
of millions here who are without homes in consequence of the 
war. We cannot think that he meant this! He says that we 
are to sympathize with those who are in trouble, to rejoice 
with those who rejoice and to weep with those who weep. The 
reason why we rejoice is that we know what the outcome of 
this trouble upon the nations will be, as foreshown in the 
Scriptures. We rejoice not in the sorrows, the difficulties, not 
in the war, and what is to follow in its wake, but in the fact 
that all these things prefigure the end of the reign of Sin and 
Death and the inauguration of Messiah’s glorious empire!

V o l . X X X Y I BROOKLYN, N. Y., DECEMBER 15, 1915__________________

WATCH TOWER, BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY
ANNUAL REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR— 1915

Although the year 1915 falls considerably short o f previous 
years in respect to the Society’s activities in the promulga­
tion of truth; nevertheless, this is one of the best reports the 
Society has ever been privileged to render. It so impresses us 
because many of the dear friends who have been active sup­
porters of the work in the past have been so generous, so 
fervent, so zealous, that they left themselves with merely 
enough of this world’s goods to properly maintain themselves 
and those for whom they had responsibility. Our expectations 
that the Lord’s consecrated people might be taken beyond the 
veil by October, 1914, had mufch to do with these previous 
activities; leading the friends to spend and be spent in the 
most marvelous way in the interest of the King and the breth- 
hen, heirs of the kingdom.

True, for two years preceding the date mentioned, T he 
W atch  T ower pointed out that the grand climax of our hopes 
seemed not likely to be fulfilled at that time. Nevertheless, 
the fervent zeal of the brethren led many of them to serve to 
their limit. And during the year preceding, the P hoto- 
Drama of Creation so greatly appealed to the brethren as a 
providential arrangement of the Lord for the scattering of the 
truth that it quite made up for any loss of expectancy in re­
gard to the time. We therefore consider it very remarkable 
that in the face of these circumstances the work has gone on, 
practically uninterrupted— some features of it even increasing, 
notwithstanding the financial depression of the earlier half o f 
the fiscal year.

First of all, we note the beautiful spirit manifested by the 
Lord’s people in every part of the harvest field. A deep work 
of grace in the hearts and minds of the brethren is everywhere 
manifest. Their possession of the holy Spirit in increasing 
measure is manifested, as the Apostle declared it should be, in 
the fruits of the Spirit; i. e., meekness, gentleness, patience, 
long-suffering, brotherly kindness, love. We know of these 
prevailing conditions, not merely through the dear brethren 
who represent the pilgrim work and by whom reports are con­
tinually sent in in respect to every class visited; but we have 
information of the same thing from every part of the world, 
through the Correspondence Department.

As an illustration of how the work goes gradually on, we 
note the fact that in the New York City congregation the num­
ber immersed during the year— 208— exceeded those of the 
preceding years. We have similar reports from all over the 
world, witnessing to an increasing number, coming under the 
influence of the truth, and “ presenting their bodies, living sac­
rifices,” in consecration to the Lord and his service.

THE COLPORTEUR WORK
The financial strain of the early part of the year discour­

aged many of the colporteurs, and led them to leave the har­
vest work temporarily and enter business pursuits—it being 
impossible for them, for a time, to meet their expenses. Now, 
however, the great improvement in business everywhere, re­
sulting from the manufacture of munitions of war for Europe, 
is encouraging many of these brethren to return to the harvest

work. There surely never was a more encouraging time for 
engaging in this blessed service.

Not only are the Studies in  the  S criptures supplemented 
by the Creation Scenario ;  but additionally and especially, 
the minds of the people are open as never before, to know 
something about the meaning of the war, and to consider the 
relationship of God and the divine plan to the terrible war 
now in progress. We have the thing they need, the thing they 
crave; and no one else has it. We are hoping that many of 
the dear friends who became temporarily discouraged will per­
ceive the hand o f the Lord beckoning forward for a further 
gleaning in the harvest field before “ the night cometh when 
no man can work.” The circumstances mentioned will account 
for the decrease in the output of the Studies in  the  Scrip­
tures, as shown in this report.

THE PILGRIM WORK
While various circumstances and conditions have seemed 

to make it advisable that some of the pilgrim brethren be 
dropped from the active service, others have been brought into 
the work, and still others are expected to enter it in the near 
future. The results of the year, as shown in the tabulation, 
certainly compare very favorably with the year 1914. We 
consider this one of the most important branches of the serv­
ice, and continue to commend to the love and special considera­
tion of all the Lord’s people the pilgrims whom the Society 
sends forth. A special blessing seems to be going with this 
feature of the work at the present time. The public have an 
ear to hear, and the Lord seems to be giving his faithful ones 
more and more of wisdom and grace in the presentation of the 
message. The results are gratifying.

CREATION PHOTO-DRAMA
This branch of the work, having been pushed for a year, 

most persistently at great expense, yielded such bountiful re­
sults that we were loth to see the great activity in this direc­
tion curtailed. Nevertheless, it was the only wise and possible 
thing under the circumstances—the financial stringency. For 
a time, all but three of the D ram as  in the United States were 
discontinued; and these were not run as continually as before. 
Various endeavors were made to put the D rama  on a financial 
footing to yield its own expenses. It was found, however, that 
in order to make it attractive to the theater people, the D rama 
was so shortened that the main object was largely frustrated. 
The Society, on the contrary, had the special interest in the 
slides and records, because by these the great Gospel message 
was delivered— the moving pictures merely being introduced to 
draw the audience and to hold their attention. All such exhibi­
tions o f  the D ram a  have been discontinued. Hereafter it is to 
be shown only in its full four parts, without any curtailment. 
And the Lord’s blessing seems to be returning to the D rama 
on the free basis.

We have now, practically, all of our D rama sets in opera­
tion, though not showing usually, except Sundays, in the the­
aters. And the friends can usually obtain the theaters at a very 
low price. In cities where ordinary Photo-Drama entertain-
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meats are not permitted by law, Creation is welcomed by the 
theater managers at about the cost of janitor service and lights; 
and we are finding that in cities where moving pictures are 
permitted, the theater people are willing to give Sunday fore­
noon, 10:30 to 12:30, to the D ram a , at practically no cost, 
except that of janitor service and light. This does not indi­
cate the interest of the managers in the D ram a , but merely 
their desire to have something which will help to give moral 
tone to the theaters.

THE E U R E K A  D R A M A  SUCCESSFU L
We have been very pleasantly surprised to note the splendid 

results secured by the E ureka Drama outfit—tinted slides, 
phonograph, records, scenarios, etc. These of course meet with 
their greatest success in suburban places, where the people are 
not so satiated with moving picture exhibits. Although the 
pictures are not so fine as in the P hoto-Dram a , they are nev­
ertheless good, and highly appreciated. It is freely recognized 
that we have the largest variety of religious pictures ever ex­
hibited; and these are introduced in a chronological and his­
torical arrangement, which adds to their value.

To our surprise, it is found that the people really seem to 
give closer attention to the E ureka D rama than to the P hoto- 
Dr a m a . Our wonderful records, so clear, so distinct, are a 
special attraction. Never before, we believe, have such records 
been put forth, giving the human voice in its full power, and 
so distinctly that many people have inquired why the speaker 
did not come forward on the platform to be seen and receive 
applause, some even refusing to believe that the records were 
those of the phonograph, insisting that no phonograph ever 
produced such a result.

There are eighty-six of these E ureka D rama outfits in the 
hands of the brethren in various parts, and we trust that they 
are all being used at least every Sunday. Many of them, we 
note, are used almost constantly, every night in the week. We 
regret that we do not have an accurate report on these. We 
are deeply interested in knowing that they are all actively 
engaged and noting the results. Only fourteen classes are 
giving regular reports; seventy-two we know nothing about. 
And yet we do know, that thus far we had 5,560 exhibitions 
reported, with a total of 1,012,268 in attendance. The interest 
aroused by these may be indicated to some extent by requests 
for literature other than that which was freely distributed— 
the number of card requests for literature being 30,645.

Surely with such amount of interest manifested, with the 
people sitting listening to every word of the message, while 
viewing the pictures illustrating the same, we would hardly 
ask for better opportunities for presenting the truth—the 
Gospel message. We trust that each of the Dram as  is being 
kept busy; and we again express the hope that we may be in­
formed of the activities and results.

TH E  W A T C H  T O W E R
We continue to consider T he W atch  T ower lists our best 

criterion in respect to the general progress of the harvest work. 
The brethren will all be gratified to know that we are now 
printing an average of 55,000 copies of each issue. This in­
dicates a deeper and larger interest in the truth than ever 
before. Besides this, there are issues of the journal in the Ger­
man, Swedish, Dano-Norwegian and Polish languages.

While we have reached and passed the mark that we some 
time ago set for the list—fifty thousand—we are not yet con­
tent. We have every reason to believe that our list should be 
double what it now is, if ail the interested knew fully about 
T he W atch  T ower and realized their need of its regular visits. 
We are dependent upon the zeal and loyalty of the brethren 
everywhere to make known to the interested ones, just what 
T he W atch  T ower is, and to recommend to them that they 
send in their subscription. We believe that many are missing 
the blessing, and would therefore stir up into active co-opera­
tion the pure minds of all the dear brethren to this Department 
of activity in the Master’s cause— to the intent that the breth­
ren may be “built up in the most holy faith”—into Christ, 
their living Head.

TH E N E W SP A P E R  W O R K
The financial stringency has interfered more with the 

newspaper work than with any other branch of the service. 
Had we the money, we would have representatives traveling 
continuously, visiting the newspapers, showing the publishers 
the difference between the Sermon reports furnished by the 
Pastor Russell Lecture Bureau and all other Sermon reports. 
Editors and publishers believe that very little interest is taken 
in the Sermons by the majority of their readers. They need 
to be made aware of the fact that these Sermons are different, 
and that they appeal to the public where others do not. But 
financial conditions have not permitted activities along this 
line. Hence, there has been quite a falling off in the list of

papers publishing the Sermons regularly. Nevertheless, there 
is still a goodly number of these.

Anybody desiring to obtain the Sermons weekly can be ac­
commodated by addressing the Society’s Office. Not many 
now are publishing the three-column service. Nevertheless, we 
can supply these to those who desire them at any price they 
may choose to pay. Some publishers give to the Society as 
low rate as 15c per year; others 25c; others 50c; others $1. 
Such subscriptions sent in to us are distributed between the 
different papers, according to your desires, and according to 
the reasonable proportions that would go to each paper.

V O L U N TE E R IN G  A C T IV IT IE S  IN C R E ASE D
The term volunteering we apply to the voluntary distribu­

tion, by the friends, of special issues of T he B ible Students ’ 
M onth ly— systematically distributed by Classes co-operating 
or sometimes by individuals. Where there is a class, a vol­
unteer captain is chosen, by whom the home town is districted, 
a portion of service being given to each one of the class able, 
and desirous of participating, the shipments being made to 
said captains. These activities are usually extended gradu­
ally to the suburbs of the town or city, anil in some instances 
to neighboring towns or cities where there may be no classes. 
The Society provides this volunteer literature without charge, 
and with the promise of repayment of the freight charges.

In the past, the charges were sometimes prepaid and after­
wards demanded upon delivery. Now, all are to be paid on 
delivery and the receipt to be sent to T he W atch  T ower 
Office, that the amount of the freight charges may be reim­
bursed to tho Captain of the volunteers. In addition to this 
regular volunteering, we supply in limited quantities, any 
number of the “B. S. M.”—not for promiscuous circulation, 
but rather that the class may have these on hand to be given 
to visitors, or to those who make inquiry for answers to cer­
tain questions. We do not keep these in very large quantities. 
While we desire to supply them freely, wre do not consider them 
the volunteer matter for general distribution. They are sent 
free, but with charges collect.

We are sure that it will surprise many of you, as it did 
us, to find that the zeal of the dear brethren was unabated: 
that the demand for this free literature for 1915 exceeded that 
of any previous year. In the report, this might not seem to be 
true, because the figures are less than those of last year. We 
call attention, however, to the fact that the figures include the 
free Scenarios of the P hoto-Dram a  of Creation and that 
this free literature practically stopped with the stopping of the 
D ram a , So far as the B ible Students ’ M on th ly  is concerned, 
the year 1915 stands at the very top of the list. The total 
amount, including distributions in Great Britain and in for­
eign lands, reaches to about 50,000,000 copies.

FR E E  L IT E R A T U R E  IN  M A N Y  LANGUAG ES
Have in mind, dear friends, that the Society is publishing 

free literature in nearly every language, and that the S crip­
ture Studies are now to be had in twenty different languages. 
WTe cannot undertake to enumerate all of these, nor is it neces­
sary. Whatever you have use for, write to us, explaining your 
needs.

Under this heading we mention the work for the blind. 
We have the first Volume of S tudies in  th e  Scriptures, and 
many Sermons and W atch  T ower articles prepared for the 
blind in raised characters—the American Braille—the English 
Braille—the New York Point. I f  you know of any blind peo­
ple who desire to read, they can be supplied without charge— 
books being loaned, subject to return, postage free. Such 
orders may be sent direct to this Office, or addressed to “Gould 
Free Library,”  South Boston, Mass.

FIN A N C IA L  SIN E W S OF W A R
To a certain extent, the Christian soldiers are engaged in a 

great warfare against sin, against error, against superstition— 
against the adversary of men who is specially the adversary 
of the light and of the Lord and the faithful followers of 
Jesus. All o f the Society’s activities are opposed by the adver­
sary, and are necessarily in opposition to him and his course, 
and in favor of the Lord and his message.

The Lord has very wonderfully, through His people, sup­
plied the sinews of war—money—and that without solicitation 
on our part. Those who receive the Truth into good and hon­
est hearts seem to be so impressed by it that many of them are 
in danger of giving more than they might reasonably afford to 
give, to send the Good Tidings to others. We believe that the 
Lord is very appreciative of such loving zeal; and that in 
due time those who are supporting the work financially, as well 
as those who are supporting the cause with their other talents, 
will all meet with a share in the great reward: “ Well done,
good and faithful servant, enter into the joys of your Lord.”
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We are sure the financial conditions, all being taken into 
consideration, our readers will agree that the report shown in 
this issue is an excellent one—even though being far short of 
last year’s. A summary of the work follows:
SU M M ARY OF S O C IE T Y ’ S A C T IV IT IE S  IN  U N IT E D  STATE S

AND CANADA
Letters received.............................................. 181,834
Letters sent out..............................................  332,773

L IT E R A T U R E  S U P P L IE D  A T  COST
Output o f Scripture S t u d ie s— V ols ............ 362,344

“ “ Bible and other books................  53,355
“ “ Booklets ......................................  88,447
“ “ D r a m a  S cen ario s  (bound). . . .  55,630
“  “  W a t c h  T o w e r s ..........................  1,406,000

L IT E R A T U R E  SU P PL IE D  FR EE
Free S cen ario s—ou tp u t.............................. 1,528,000
Free B ible  S t u d e n t s ’ Mo n t h l y ..................  39,289,000
Sermons in newspapers...................................214,777,060

P IL G R IM  SE R V IC E  FREE
Number of Pilgrims......................................  65
Miles traveled..................................................  505,957
Towns visited..................................................  6,233
Public meetings held......................................  1,843
Semi-public meetings held............................  2,735
Parlor meetings held......................................  8,971
Total attendance ..........................................  833,522

F IN A N C IA L  R E PO RT F O R  F IS C A L  Y E A R
Pilgrims’ Expenses........................................  $22,675.58
Free Literature, Sermons, etc......................  180,823.69
Assistance to Foreign Branches and helpers 30,841.85 
D r a m a  Expense in forepart of year............  53,788.65

Total Expenditure..................................$ 288,129.77
Cash balance from 1914..........$ 1,677.12
Good Hopes, Tract Fund, etc. . . 185,739.56 
Special donation to balance.... 100,713.09

--------- ■------  $288,129.77

THE CAROL OF THE “BRIDE”
Ca n t . 4:12-16.

The North Wind blows cold o’er my Garden today—
Its fierce blasts rush mad on their pitiless path;

The trees bend and sway in their giant grasp,
And cower and shrink from their furious wrath.

They plant their roots deep, and still deeper; their arms 
Take on sinews of strength as they writhe in the blast. 

O bitter North Wind, thy fury is vain!
For strength born of need brings the victory at last I

*  *  *

Today o'er my Garden the South Wind plays,
And gently it kisses the blossoms fair;

Their soft petals tremble in glad response,
And their perfume flows out on the quivering air.

The soft breeze caresses each glistening leaf,
It whispers a message to each blushing rose;

And sweet, timid violets look up at its touch—
The touch that only the South Wind knows.

It sings to the trees a low, murm’ring refrain,
And steals thro’ the branches with tremulous sigh;

They clap their soft hands as they dance in their glee,
For old Winter has fled and the Summer is nigh.

*  *  *

O South Wind, O North Wind, ye both brought rich gifts 1 
My fair flowers are sheltered, my trees great and strong! 

And sweeter my blossoms, and richer mv fruits;
To North Wind and South Wind I carol my song!

My Beloved has come to his Garden—and lo,
Sweet spices and perfumes and blossoms most fair, 

And ripe, golden fruitage I lay at his feet!
What joy could be greater! What priv’lege so rare! 

October 21, 1915 A lice  G. J a m e s .

UPHELD IN THE “EVIL DAY”
“ H e shall giro his angels [ m essen gers] charge concerning th ee, to  guard thee in all th y w a y s ; th ey shall bear thee up  

in their hands, lest thou dash th y fo o t  against a ston e .” —Psalm 91:11, 12.
The introduction of this Psalm seems clearly to indicate 

that it applies exclusively to the consecrated people of God 
during the Gospel age, the spirit-begotten ones— those who 
abide under the shadow of the Almighty, in the secret place of 
Jehovah. This same thought is represented symbolically in 
the typical Tabernacle. The secret place where the saints 
abide is the Holy. None were allowed to enter the typical 
Holy and Most Holy except the high priest and the under 
priests. All of the people of Israel, so far as they were living 
in close harmony with this arrangement, were blessed. But 
the secret place, the Holy, is the one referred to in this Psalm.

Coining down to Jesus’ day, we see that he was the first 
to enter the antitypical Holy and the Most Holy. He entered 
the first of the Holies when he offered up himself at Jordan. 
When he made his consecration at baptism, instantly he was 
in the Holy, instead of being outside in the Court. I f  he 
would abide in the Holy and continue under the shadow of 
the Almighty, all of God’s providences would be favorable to 
him and all things would work together for his good. So when 
Jesus had finished his course victoriously, he passed beyond the 
second veil, and entered into heaven itself— the Most Holy. 
(Hebrews 6:19, 20; 9:24) While in the flesh he was kept in 
all his ways; he was guarded of God, and not suffered to be 
tempted above that which he was able to bear. In the Garden 
of Gethsemane, the Father revealed himself in some manner not 
specifically stated, except that we are told that angels came and 
ministered unto the Master. God “ maketh his angels spirits: 
his ministers a flaming fire.”—Psalm 104:4.

God can use anything or anybody as his agency, his mes­
senger. But there were very few of the human family in 
Jesus’ day capable of being used as God’s comforting angels 
to our Lord. Mary of Bethany was one of these, who, just 
prior to the Master’s crucifixion, anointed his feet with a 
fragrant, costly perfume, and wiped them with her nair. She 
was one who gave him consolation when his mind was agitated 
with the thought that five days hence he would be crucified. 
He realized that none of the people understood, that none of 
them were able to enter into his feelings. But Mary’s service 
was very precious to the Lord—very encouraging to him.

SU B TLE  TE STIN G S P E C U L IA R  TO OU R D A Y
So the Lord has also used spirits— angels—and at times 

various other agencies, human beings and even the powers of 
nature, as his ministers. I f the Father were wishing to send 
some message to us, his children, he could use the electric 
power that we are learning to use in wireless telegraphy and 
telephony. But he has not chosen to use this power as his 
messenger to speak to us directly. Our text gives us the thought, 
however, that the Lord’s special supervision is over all his 
saints, the class which he has been selecting since Pentecost, 
with a view to their preparation for the heavenly kingdom 
through growth in the graces of the Spirit. But we see that 
this Psalm as a whole has a special application to our day, 
when “ a thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at 
thy right hand,”  and when the pestilence shall be abroad. 
When pestilence is in the air, it inoculates a person without 
his being conscious of the fact, and it is thus that we, ‘ ‘the 
feet” members of the body of Christ, are exposed to special 
trials and dangers—spiritual pestilence.

This is the time to which all the prophets pointed as a 
time of special persecution. In the past there have been times 
of persecution to the professed people of God; but they were 
times when the right was more manifest, when a sharp line 
was drawn between the right and the wrong. When the ques­
tion was raised, “ Will you serve the Lord, or will you serve 
Baal?” it was not difficult to see the right and decide, “ I will 
be on the Lord’s side.” In the days of the early church, the 
question was, “ Will you curry favor with the Roman power, or 
will you suffer persecution by following Christ?” It was Christ 
or the Emperor. Still later down, when the question was as to 
one’s choice between one denomination or another, the issue 
was clearly drawn: “ Am I on God’s side, or am I on the side 
of the adversary?” But during the past forty years the dif­
ferences between the denominations have been practically 
ignored.

Sometimes those who wore being persecuted were somewhat 
to blame for their persecutions; for they held errors that were 
more or less atrocious. But all the way down, the trials and 
temptations were, it would appear, less subtle than they are at

[5815]



(374-375) T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R Brooklyn, N. Y.

the present time. Today these great denominations that for­
merly fought one another are trying to be one body. It would 
seem on the surface as though the Millennium had come, and 
that the lion and the lamb were lying down together. In gen­
eral there seems to be among Christian people a feeling of 
amity and a desire to do good rather than evil. The cases in 
which violent persecution is indulged are far between, and not 
appreciated by the masses.

For the past forty years, then, there has been a condition 
that is constituting a crucial test to all Christian people. The 
subtle doctrines of Spiritism, of Christian Science, of Theoso­
phy, and of New Thought of different kinds, are prevalent. 
Likewise the the jry of Evolution is widely proclaimed. Learned 
men formulated the theory of Evolution, and then the Higher 
Critics began to pull the Bible to pieces, because of “ the oppo­
sitions of science, falsely so-called.” (1 Timothy 6:20) These 
false theories have constituted a miasma that has spread in 
every direction. There are four hundred millions of Christians, 
according to some; seven or eight hundred millions, according 
to other authorities. These include all the infants, the feeble­
minded and the insane. Whether they are one minute old or 
fifty years old, they are reckoned members of the church, if 
they have had certain drops of water sprinkled on their heads 
and certain words said over them.

But amongst the most intelligent of those who name the 
name of Jesus there has been a great falling away from the 
Word of God. This testing has been the most insidious, the 
more injurious, because it has come from the theological semi­
naries. Thousands have fallen. They are not about to fall, 
they have fallen. They have lost all anchorage to the Word 
of the Lord. Out of the two hundred thousand professed min­
isters of Christ, probably not more than ten per cent believe in 
the Bible as the inspired Word o f God. Ten per cent would 
be twenty thousand, leaving one hundred and eighty thousand 
who have fallen from faith. I f  they have fallen from faith in 
the inspiration of the Bible, we may be sure that they have 
in a measure fallen from relationship to God. Some prob­
ably never were in relationship with the Lord in any sense.

UNFOUNDED H O PE S OF TH E  M A N Y  T O D A Y
What revelation has God made except that given in the 

Bible? “ Having no hope and without God in the world,” 'rep­
resents the condition of the many. They have hopes of their 
own, but not a Bible hope. The Theosophists have a hope, the 
Spiritualists have a hope, the Christian Scientists have a hope, 
and so have the Evolutionists; but the hope of all these is 
without foundation and will surely fail them in this testing 
time.

The hope of the Evolutionist is not that he can himself 
survive everlastingly; but that, as he learns more day by day, 
he may be able to beget better children, who will be more 
noble of character and more wise of head than he has been. 
In turn, these children may be able to live longer and have 
children yet more wise and strong. These Evolutionists be­
lieve the time will come in the distant future when their chil­
dren will be so wise as to be able to take advantage of all the 
circumstances of life, and may continue to live forever. From 
our viewpoint these people are without God, without hope.

It is true that these ministers speak of Jesus, but the 
message that they give is not the Bible message. They say, 
indeed, that there was a great deal of good in the life of Jesus 
worthy to be copied, that he was a good example, etc. We 
think that they speak after this manner simply for its moral 
effect upon the people. I f  these men lived such a life as 
Jesus lived, they would reprove the people and tell them that 
they are living very foolishly, that they are living for self and 
neglecting the Word of God. These same ministers who hold 
Jesus up as an Example know very well that it is because of 
the way that he lived that he died at thirty-three years of 
age— died instead of living everlastingly. They admit that 
he was a very fine character, but the majority of them have 
no place in their scheme for his ransom-sacrifice. And in 
urging their people in respect to following the example of 
Jesus, this class apparently do not urge them to lay down 
their lives for the truth, and in the service of God.

They tell their people not to go to war, unless their country 
calls them, and not until the ministers preach it; but that if 
it ever becomes popular to go to war, then go to war and make 
all the cannon possible. Meantime the preachers will train 
the little boys, and form of them Boys’ Brigades and Boy 
Scouts. When war comes, then let the boys be noble Boy 
Scouts, shoulder their rifles and do their best to kill. Let 
them help uphold the war, and fight on their own side. Let 
their people care for and help to heal the wounded—all who 
have not been killed outright. Let them bind up their wounds, 
and get them ready as quickly as possible to go out to the 
trenches and fight again, and perhaps be killed.

S K E P T IC ISM  NOW  R IF E  E V E R Y W H E R E
All this is a confusion of religious instruction. It comes 

because these people are fallen from faith in the Bible. Some 
of them, seeking to hedge when inquired of on the subject 
of their faith, will say, “ Well, we believe all the words of 
Jesus.”  And some publishers, following along the line of this 
growing sentiment, have published New Testaments with the 
words of Jesus printed in red text, so that those who wish to 
read his words alone have there before them these words let­
tered in red. But if asked whether they believe in the words 
of Jesus in regard to Jonah and the great fish, and in his 
words about the Flood in Noah’s day, they will retrench and 
answer, “ No; we believe as much as our minds tell us is rea­
sonable, and we think the rest is all nonsense.” The truth is 
that they have no real faith in Jesus, nor in what he declared 
his life in the flesh was for. They do not believe that he was 
a sacrifice for sin, and say so freely. They have fallen from 
the position of faith.

Now if  the teachers of the people have fallen, what shall 
we say for the people themselves, the four hundred millions 
or the eight hundred millions? Some have been in one de­
nomination and some in another, but in general the whole 
procedure has been to keep them in ignorance. That may not 
seem to be strictly true when we think of how many schools 
and colleges there are. But the fact is that only a small por­
tion of the people ever get as far as a collegiate course, or 
even a high school course. Before that time they are sup­
posed to be on the side of the deceived ones. Many of our 
great universities today are hotbeds of infidelity. Bible truth 
is being kept from the people. With the colleges endowed 
with millions of money and with learned professors, and the 
whole Christian world, so called, under the tutelage of the two 
hundred thousand ministers o f the nominal church, the wonder 
is that the people are not all infidels.

With this view, then, of the past forty years, we see a ful­
filment of this Psalm. We see that thousands and tens of 
thousands have fallen. We see where they have fallen. We 
see why they have fallen. We see that the few are standing 
.—“ the feet”  of Christ. As we look out over the world and 
see these thousands, we perceive that the few who have come 
into covenant relationship with the Lord are the only ones 
who are standing. But many even of these, because of having 
been overcharged with the cares of this life and the deceit­
fulness of riches, and false teachings, are in a trembling condi­
tion and are quite unable to stand firmly. These need our 
immediate help.

U RG EN T NEED OF T H E  W H O LE  ARM O R
The Apostle Paul urges all the Lord’s people to “ put on 

the whole armor of God.”  Some of them have not had on 
much of the armor of God, but that of the creeds of the dark 
ages. Some of them, under the false teachings of modern 
Higher Criticism, Evolution, etc.., have only a wavering faith. 
They are weak, instead of being “ strong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might,”  as they should be. Now is the time for 
all these to be strong, in order that they may “be able to stand 
in the evil day,” now upon us. They need to have on “ the 
breastplate of righteousness,”  to be “ shod with the prepara­
tion of the Gospel of peace,”  to have “ the shield of faith,” 
and “ the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”— 
Ephesians 6:10-17.

We who have put on “ the whole armor of God,”  who have 
become measurably skilful in the handling of the sword of the 
Spirit—the truths now due from God’s Word—need to use 
this now in the interest of all who may be succored. They 
need to be assisted to put on the whole armor quickly, that they 
may be protected from the darts o f the adversary now flying 
thick and fast, that they may be saved from the errors now 
abounding on every hand, that they may be uplifted from their 
temporary fall and made strong in the Lord.

M IN IST E R IN G  ANGELS
This 91st Psalm, then, seems to be a picture of the present 

time; and we are to strive to be the angels mentioned in our 
text. These angels, or ministers, are pre-eminently the children 
of God. They are to minister to the brethren. This is the 
high honor God has given to his people throughout the Gospel 
age. In our Lord’s case angels, spirit beings, ministered to 
him; and in the cases of some of the Apostles the angels ap­
peared and ministered to them at certain times. The Scrip­
tures declare, indeed, that the angels are “ all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation.”  But we have very little reason to expect that 
God will use any of the spirit beings to do a service that may 
be done by his people.

According to this Psalm we see that now is the time when 
the “ feet” members are in special danger of stumbling, and
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hence require special assistance. After the various snares of 
this day have been described with particularity, we read, in 
the words of our text, “ He shall give his angels charge con­
cerning thee, . . . .  lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.” 
Our Lord spoke of himself at the first advent as the stone of 
stumbling to the house of Israel, foretold by the Prophet 
Isaiah. (Matthew 21:42-45) The Apostle Paul refers to 
this prophecy that Jesus would be a stone of stumbling to 
both the houses of Israel.— Isaiah 8:14; Eomans 9:32, 33.

Our Lord was a stone of stumbling to the natural House 
of Israel in their forty years of harvest. Similarly, we see 
that he has been, as foretold, the stone of stumbling in this 
harvest, during these past forty years. His presence and his 
work were neither understood nor appreciated in the Jewish 
harvest; and so here, the fact of our Lord’s parousia, presence, 
is disbelieved and his ransom-sacrifice repudiated. The events 
of today are manifestations of his presence. These things and 
the vital truths of Scripture, now more clear and luminous 
than ever, are stumbling-stones to the world, but are blessings 
to the faithful, watching ones. The true people of God, 
mounting on this stepping-stone, are lifted up to a higher 
view-point and kept from stumbling. The doctrine of the 
ransom and the evidences of the Master’s second presence at 
this time are unspeakable advantages to the saints of the 
Lord.

PR ESE N T F U LF IL M E N T  OF OUR T E X T
We see that the “ stone” of our text is a symbolic stone. 

Satan tried to apply it literally in his temptation of Jesus, 
when he urged him to cast himself down from the pinnacle of

the Temple. But Jesus said, “ Get thee hence, Satan,” and 
refused to make any such application of the Scripture. But 
we see the fulfilment of it in this our day. We believe that 
the Lord has raised up messengers, agencies, which have been 
very helpful to all of the “ feet” class. These agencies have 
been various. The printed page with its message of present 
truth has gone in many languages to all parts of the earth, 
to seek out and to sustain the members of “ the feet” of Christ. 
Thousands are writing us constantly that they have been re­
covered when they have been in great danger. Some of these 
had already gone into infidelity; many had lost all faith in the 
Bible as the Word of God. But they are strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might today.

God has used these agencies, then; and these have been 
his ministering spirits, which have ministered to his people. 
We do not say that there have not been invisible agencies also, 
but we know the agencies that we have seen. So our text has 
a good message for us all. “ He shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to guard thee in all thy ways.” Whatever may be 
the difficulties o f the Lord’s children in the near future, there 
will be a special comfort in remembering that the Lord is able 
to make full provision for all his true-hearted ones, and that 
he will do so. He will continue to use these agencies, and 
there will be the strengthening of his people to the end of the 
way. I f  there are any who will not be thus led, it must be 
because there is something wrong in themselves. We should 
each see to it that we are of the “ thee” class. “ No evil shall 
come nigh thee.” (Psalm 91:10) That will mean divine pro­
tection to the very end of our course.

GOD’S MERCY TO ISRAEL AND TO OTHERS
D e c e m b e r  2 6 .— q u a r t e r l y  r e v i e w .

ISRAEL A FAVORED NATION---- GOD’ S MERCY IN  TH E LA W  COVENANT— -SPIRITUAL ISRAEL A  N EW  N ATION---- TH E ROYAL PRIESTHOOD— -
OTHER N ATIONS UNRECOGNIZED BY GOD---- HOW  DIVINE M ERCY W ILL EVENTUALLY REACH ALL PEOPLE.

“Jehovah is merciful and gracious, slew to anger and abundant in loving-kindness.”—Psalm 103:8.— R. V.
One difficulty with us as Bible students has been that in the 

past we took too narrow a view of the divine character and of 
the Bible. For more than twelve centuries the Bible was not 
studied. Instead, certain Bishops, thinking themselves to be 
apostles of equal authority with The Twelve whom our Lord 
Jesus appointed (St. Paul taking the place of Judas), thought 
that they had full right, as apostles, to make up a substitute 
for the Bible. These substitutes were styled creeds—Confes­
sions of Faith. These were studied, and the Bible was neg­
lected.

Under these circumstances it is not surprising that God’s 
people got far away from the true teaching of his Word. 
Even when the Bible began to come back to the people in Re­
formation times, their poor heads were so badly clogged and 
confused with the false doctrines of twelve centuries of human 
theorizing that they were not prepared to see the Bible in its 
own light, but rather in the light of these creeds. Besides, 
they had been long taught that to doubt the creeds would 
constitute them heretics, and that the punishment for heresy 
is eternal torment. Hence the endeavor to keep in line with 
the creeds in all subsequent Bible study.

Now Bible students see that this was all a mistake—that 
the Bible should have been studied in its own light. They see 
that the creeds are full of confusing errors, which really make 
the Word of God of none effect where they are recognized. 
Now our Bible studies are different, because of our clearer 
knowledge of these matters, as well as because we are living 
in the dawning of the new age— at the time when God prom­
ised that his people should understand his word—“ The wise 
shall understand.”— Daniel 12:10.

GOD’ S D E A LIN G S W IT H  IS R A E L
Our Text was addressed, primarily, to the nation of Israel. 

On account of disobedience, God cut off Father Adam, 
Mother Eve and all their children from special fellowship 
with him, sentencing them to death—as not worthy of everlast­
ing life— “ Dying, thou shalt die.”  (Genesis 2:17, margin) 
But even this sentence God did not hasten. The sinners might 
live as they could.

God’s Mercy was manifested toward the posterity of Abra­
ham-—Isaac, Jacob, and then all of Jacob’s children. God 
made the twelve tribes into one nation, cementing them to­
gether by his promises to them in connection with the Law 
Covenant instituted by Moses at Mount Sinai. I f  they would 
keep God’s law, they would live forever—not die at all. More­
over, they were to be blessed in all of their affairs—their 
health, their flocks, their herds, their cattle. Everything would 
be blessed.

But they could not keep this Law Covenant, because of

having been born in sin. like the remainder of the race. Never­
theless God purposed that through endeavoring to keep the 
law that nation should be greatly blessed. And it was so. 
True, he chastened them for their wrong-doings and short­
comings, but always with loving interest and care, never wholly 
casting them off. Their national distresses and captivities were 
in the nature of chastisements, with a view to teaching them 
necessary lessons.

Thus God’s favor continued with that one nation— and 
with no other nation— from the death of Jacob down to the 
death of Jesus, a period of 1,845 years. Even then, in cast­
ing off the nation when they rejected Jesus and crucified him, 
the Lord made provision for all of the Jews who were spirit­
ually inclined, that they might not only be retained in his 
favor, but might come into still greater favor at Pentecost 
and onward, being there begotten of the holy Spirit —  no 
longer to be a house of servants, under Moses, but the house 
of sons, under Jesus. (Hebrews 3:5, 6) Even when rejecting 
the nation, God intimated clearly that the time would come 
when his favor would return to them—after the establishment 
of Messiah’s kingdom.-—Amos 9:11, 12; Acts 15:13-17.

GOD’ S N E W  N ATIO N
Meantime, the saintly Jews who were “ Israelites indeed” 

became the nucleus, or start, of spiritual Israel. Of this spir­
itual Israel St. Peter says, “ Ye are a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for a peculiar purpose— that ye might show 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light.”

We see, then, that the church is God’s new creation, the 
new nation with which he has been dealing exclusively (hiring 
the Gospel age. He is dealing with these with a view to their 
education and development, that they may be associated with 
our Lord Jesus in his great Millennial kingdom. Then for a 
thousand years he and his saintly company, gathered from 
every nation under heaven, will bless natural Israel and all 
the nations of the world with light, with knowledge, with as­
sistance and uplifting, for the purpose of delivering them from 
the bondage of sin and death, back to the likeness of God, 
lost by Adam and redeemed on Calvary.

It is because of this special work that God has for the 
church that he has made her trials fiery ones, declaring, 
“ Through much tribulation ye must enter into the kingdom of 
God.” (Acts 14:22) This class of fully consecrated ones, 
regardless of sectarian lines, have all been begotten of the 
holy Spirit. None others are recognized of God. This church 
have their names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life—in 
heaven—and are in the present life demonstrating their faith­
fulness, their loyalty to God. When the foreordained number
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shall have taken the step and shall have demonstrated their 
loyalty even onto death, then this holy nation will be com­
plete.

It is the spiritual seed of Abraham to whom belong the 
great promises of God. Of this class St. Paul says, “ I f  ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 
the promise.” (Galatians 3:8, 16, 29) The promise was made 
to Abraham, and declares, “ In thy Seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 22:18) We have St. 
Paul’s word for it that Christ and his church are this spiritual 
seed, whose mission it will be, in God’s due time, to bless all 
mankind— “ all the families of the earth”—not only those who 
are alive and remaining at the time of the establishment of 
the kingdom, but all who have ever lived. God’s mercy re­
ferred to in our text is especially toward this spiritual Israel 
—even more so than toward natural Israel.

TH E  B R E A D T H  OF D IV IN E  M E RC Y
Now we come to the grand climax of God’s mercy and 

grace. The Jewish nation was small. The church, the spir­
itual Israel, is small. But God’s grace and mercy are to ex­
tend to the whole world of mankind—every creature for whom 
Christ died. The time for dealing with the world and giving 
them their opportunity of sharing in God’s grace and mercy 
has already been appointed by the Father. It will be during 
the Millennium— the thousand years of Christ’s reign. He 
will be the great spiritual King of the earth; and his church

will be associated with him as his joint-heirs and assistant 
rulers, teachers, healers, uplifters, rewarders and punishers of 
mankind during the Millennium. All this service of the world 
will be with a view to bestowing upon them, if they will, the 
grace of God, the mercy of God, which he purposed from the 
beginning, and which is to be brought to mankind through 
Messiah’s kingdom of Glory.

For a thousand years the rising Sun of Righteousness will 
bless the world, flooding the earth with the light of the knowl­
edge of God. For the same thousand years Satan shall be 
bound, that he may deceive the people no more. For the same 
thousand years the work of blessing and restitution will prog­
ress— Times (or years) of Restitution the entire Millennium 
will be. Every creature will have his eyes of understanding 
opened to see, to know and to understand the love of God, his 
tender mercy and his wisdom, all centered in and manifested 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s mercy will be exercised 
toward the world with a view to its release from the bondage 
of sin and death to the full liberty of the sons of God—the 
same that Adam enjoyed before he sinned.—Romans 8:19-23.

Thus we see “ a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness 
of the sea.” This we see that his grace, while limited first to 
one earthly nation, then later to an elect company fTOm all 
nations, is finally to be extended to every human being the 
world around, bringing all to the fullest privileges and oppor­
tunities of knowledge, love, obedience and blessing.

THE LABOR OF LOVE TO BE REWARDED
‘God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of love which ye have shoived toward his name, in that ye have min­

istered to the saints, and do minister.”—Hebrews 6:10.
Discouragement is a hindrance to growth in grace; St. 

Paul was seeking to encourage his readers. The context im­
plies that they had experienced some setback, some discour­
agement. He intimates that while they had begun well, their 
zeal had cooled to some extent. In this chapter and on to 
the tenth inclusive, he points out the danger of falling back 
and away after we have become Christians. And to those who 
are likely to become discouraged he gives the exhortation of 
our text, “ God is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labor of love.” We might inquire, What great work, or labor 
of love, could they do that would constitute it unrighteous for 
God to forget to reward it? Are not good works the proper 
course for all mankind? How would it be unrighteous for 
God to forget these good works?

The answer of Scripture would seem to be that the world 
cannot do any good works that God could acknowledge— 
“ There is none righteous, no, not one.” But “ God is not un­
righteous to forget your work and labor of love,” writes the 
Apostle. What does he mean? We reply, He is addressing 
Christians, those who have become God’s children by entering 
into a covenant with him. They were children of wrath, even 
as others; and still, according to the flesh, they are imperfect. 
But God is not dealing with these according to the flesh. He 
has received them into his family under a special arrangement, 
a Covenant of Sacrifice. In that covenant he agreed that 
through Christ he would make allowance for their weaknesses, 
and deal with them according to the intentions of their hearts 
and minds, according as they would seek to please him as his 
children. God has thus bound himself of his own free will by 
entering into a covenant with his people. He is bound to them, 
on the one side, and they are bound to him, on the other side. 
Neither can escape the conditions of that covenant.

DAN GER OF LOSIN G TH E  R E W A R D
These covenanters were members of Adam’s fallen race, 

condemned to death. Ah, ves! but this is the race for whom 
Christ died, and who will be recovered from death and from 
the condemnation of sin that came through Adam’s disobedi­
ence. And this merit of Christ’s death was applied first for a 
choice class who during the Gospel age should long after God 
and gladly accept his arrangement through Christ. This being 
so, when these heard of Christ as the Redeemer, they believed 
on him, they sacrificed their earthly hopes, aims, ambitions— 
all— in order that they might enter into this covenant with the 
Lord. The thought which inspired them to take this step was 
the hope that they might attain to the spiritual inheritance, 
to be joint-inheritors with Christ in the kingdom to be set up 
on the earth. This was something to which God had opened 
up the way, through his provision in Christ. They gave up the 
earthly things for the grander, the heavenly. They voluntarily 
sacrificed all earthly rights and interests. They bound them­
selves irrevocably to the Lord.

Now if  they should make a failure in this matter, they 
would lose absolutely everything. The Apostle is pointing out 
this fact. They have acknowledged God’s arrangement, and

there is a great reward coming to them under their covenant 
with him. Do not, he urges, forfeit this reward by turning 
away from the Lord and becoming cold or lukewarm, which 
condition might lead on to entire rejection of God. Rather 
go on, and be of good courage; and the Lord, Jehovah him­
self, shall strengthen your hearts; wait expectantly on him.

In the 10th Chapter, the Apostle tells them of how some 
of them had in the past endured a great fight of afflictions, 
and of how others had suffered with those in affliction in that 
they had been sympathizers and companions of those who had 
been so persecuted. All this was endured for the Lord’s sake, 
for love of the brethren, and in harmony with God’s arrange­
ment. Therefore they should have confidence in God, that he 
loved them and appreciated all they had borne for him. The 
Apostle exhorts them again not to turn back, not to be dis­
couraged, but to be encouraged; and again he assures them 
of his confidence that they would persevere to the end.

TH E BLESSE D N E SS OF M IN IST E R IN G  TO TH E  SAIN TS
St. Paul declares that their labors of love were shown to­

ward God’s name. This honor toward God’s name consisted 
in their ministering to the saints. This was a proof of their 
love for the Lord. This ministry, too, had been kept up. The 
saints represent God in the world. Whatever is done for the 
saints is, therefore, done for God. There is a distinction to 
be noted in the Bible as respects those who are in covenant 
relationship with God and those who are not in covenant re­
lationship with him. We have certain duties toward the 
world. We have responsibilities toward them. The Golden 
Rule is to operate always and toward all men. But we have 
not the same obligation toward the world that we have toward 
the saints. Whoever honors the saints and serves them, honors 
and serves God. This seems to be the Apostle’s thought in the 
matter.

We are not to understand that the Lord would be displeased 
that we should do good to all men. Rather the Apostle urges, 
“ Let us do good unto all men as we have opportunity.”  Be 
generous, be kind to everybody, but especially to the saints. 
(Galatians 6:10) This is what is particularly pleasing to 
God. Every service lovingly and gladly rendered to the saints 
is rendered unto His glory. This is true in a very special 
sense; for there are people in the world who might be naturally 
more admirable in character, and it might be more pleasing to 
serve them than to serve many of the saints, who might be 
ruder, cruder, in some respects. But in the service to the saints 
there is a special blessing from the Lord. We are to have 
this in mind when meeting and fellowshiping with those who 
have become children of God, and when we have opportunities 
to assist or comfort them. They must have our love, our co­
operation, our sympathy, our aid. There may be more or less 
option in respect to others, but not in respect to our brethren 
in Christ.

This same principle, to some extent, holds good amongst 
worldly people. For instance, an Odd Fellow would show 
favors toward an Odd Fellow, whether rich or poor, learned
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or unlearned, that he would not show to others. And the same 
with Masons. A Mason would show favor to a Mason the 
world over, whether he be rich or poor, black or white. I f  
these are the human standards, much more so should it be 
thus with those who have become children of the Lord. The 
fact that they are disciples of Christ makes it incumbent on 
whoever is a follower of the same Master to do a brother’s 
or a sister’s part. “ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of 
the least of- these, ye have done it unto me.” This does not 
apply now to the world, but it does apply to the church, the 
Lord’s faithful followers.

PE R SE V E R A N C E  IN  T H IS  M IN IST R Y  
The Apostle says, “ In that ye have ministered unto the 

saints, and do minister.”  This signifies that they were still 
in this proper attitude. Although somewhat discouraged in 
the good way, they were still helpful to one another. Another 
thought—it was not merely the amount of good works that 
they did that counted; for many good works are done by 
many people which would not in any sense be recognized by 
God or be bound to be rewarded. The works of the world 
are works of sinners. The world are not in covenant relation­
ship with God. I f  any one does a good work, he by an un­
written law gets more or less blessing out of it. Whoever 
does a good work with a worthy motive will receive some re­
ward, some blessing. It will ennoble his character and help 
to fit him for the blessings of the next age, when all the world 
will be on trial for life before the judgment seat of God. The

nobler the character in that day, the fewer corrective stripes 
will be necessary. But in order to get the present blessing of 
the Lord, his special blessing, he must be in covenant relation­
ship with him.

The work now being done by those in such relationship 
with God will be worthy of his notice and reward. In the 
13th Chapter of 1st Corinthians, the Apostle points out that, 
with the body of Christ good works alone are not sufficient to 
indicate God’s favor. He declares that if he should give his 
body to be burned, and should give all his goods to feed the 
poor, there would be no real merit in it unless it was done 
from the motive of love. “ Though I speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as 
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal,”  was his further decla­
ration. One might do these good works to have the honor of 
men. I f  they were done for any such reason, God would not 
consider them good works to be rewarded. The works that 
God recognizes as good works and worthy of his approval and 
reward are those done by his faithful people, who are justified 
and sanctified, and who serve from love to Him, to his people 
and to his cause.

And to St. Paul says here to these, “ God is not unrighteous 
to forget your work and labor of love.”  This is important to 
have in mind. It is important for us to see to it that our mo­
tives are those of love toward the Lord and his cause and his 
brethren. Such good works, I f  persevered in according to 
our ability and opportunity, will not fail o f a blessed reward.

THE GLORIOUS PROCLAMATION
[This article was a. reprint of that which appeared in issue of January 1, 1906, which please see.]

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE BY COMPETENTS
By competents we mean brethren and sisters who have the 

proper qualifications, namely, good address, clear knowledge 
of the truth, and ability to present it wisely and interestingly.

We have lists from all over the country of people who have 
sent in their cards requesting literature, thus manifesting more 
or less interest in present truth. Our suggestion is that these 
all be called upon by the competents of the brethren and sisters, 
with a view to seeing whether they have been side-tracked, or 
whether their interest continues and grows—and to help them. 
If they have not the S t u d ie s  i n  t h e  S c r ip t u r e s  they can be 
supplied them at the very low prices at which they are sold 
in any language. I f  they have no money the books can be 
loaned to them. Those who have purchased often need merely 
a wise call and an invitation to attend the class of Bible Stu­
dents. Thus their interest in present truth is fanned into a

flame— a zeal for God and for the truth concerning his plan.
We are carrying on»such a work here in New York with 

excellent results. We suggest it to all the dear friends who 
have the necessary qualifications. It is better, in our judg­
ment, than too frequent volunteering. The volunteering four 
times a year we believe enough.

Classes willing to undertake this campaign of visitings will 
be supplied with cards showing the addresses of their fellow- 
citizens who have written or who have purchased books within 
a year or two. Drop a postal card to T h e  W a t c h  T o w e r . 
Office, Brooklyn, requesting the addresses in your town or 
city and giving us the names of those who will participate, 
with assurances that they will be discreet and not seek to bore 
the people to buy the books if  they do not wish them when 
brought to their attention.

SOME INTERESTING LETTERS
H A R V E ST  W O R K E R S SUCCESSFUL

D e a r  B r o t h e r  B u s s e l l :—
We want to thank you very much for fixing the price of 

the cloth-bound S c e n a r io  at 68c. It is really wonderful what 
a difference the increased price makes in our sales. It was 
very hard to sell them for 50c, but the people bite quite read­
ily at 68c. How they love a bargain, even if it does cost them 
18c more to secure it! The very fish that would probably be 
scared at the mere sight of a book baited with a half dollar, 
now gather around waiting their turn to bite at the 68e morsel. 
We want to please the people. We are convinced that Mr. 
Barnum was right when he said “ The public should be pleased.” 
So if  it pleases them to pay 18c more we are glad to work in 
harmony with their wishes! Yesterday we tried the S c e n a r io s  
exclusively in the afternoon for about 314 hours, and sold 21 
copies— 7 for cash (we fill our pockets with them), and 14 for 
later delivery. It is very easy to sell them; and the colpor­
teurs and friends should be able to put them out in enormous 
quantities, especially with the whole world open territory. It 
seems as if  all the colporteurs could handle them as a side­
line, at least.

Have just received reports from several others who are 
trying the S c e n a r io s  at the increased price. One brother who 
was having a hard struggle to make ends meet for himself 
and wife and child (at 50c) is now averaging 14 per day, and 
is catching up fine. Another reports 20 to 25 copies in a 
morning’s work. This is the average of a married sister, 
working in territory where work is booming—war materials. 
Another reports 100 orders in four days.

Apart from the fact that the increased price is enabling 
some to make out so well financially, we might mention that 
we are seeing some results from the S c e n a r io s . One sister

immersed during our recent convention had her interest aroused 
chiefly through reading a S c e n a r io  some months ago. Yester­
day we found a lady who said her husband was very much 
interested in the three books they got from us three years ago, 
and she ordered the last three as well as the S c e n a r io . A 
man told us his wife had three books she was enjoying very 
much. But we must not tire you. Evidently there is work for 
all in the harvest field yet.

We continue to have many opportunities for service here 
in connection with the local and neighboring classes, and ap­
preciate our privileges in this connection. But we always 
feel that the colporteur work is our work, and that the hold­
ing of meetings is incidental. Still, the latter sometimes help 
to get out the books. It is our delight to have the books up 
on the stand, and tell the people where we get all these things 
which so refresh and cheer our hearts even in the midst of the 
present troublous conditions. Have put out quite a few in 
this way, and in some instances, we trust, into the hands of 
those who have appreciated them.

In joyful service,
J. & L. H u t c h i n s o n .

TW O GOOD TR U TH  TE ST IM O N IE S 
M o s t  D e a r l y  B elo v e d  B r o t h e r  i n  t h e  A n o in t e d :'—

I am constrained to inform you that in God’s hand you 
have been the means of blessing me and my late beloved wife. 
I have been intending to write you several times to let you 
know that the Lord has led me step by step, and also of the 
love and blessings he has bestowed upon me.

I was brought up in the doctrine of Swedenborgianism 
and was not satisfied with the life I was leading. Having no 
time for the creeds, I kept away from them and was at a loss 
to know what to do. Asking the Lord for guidance in the
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matter, I  started to read my Bible as an ordinary book, al­
though believing that no man could understand the same on 
this side of the veil.

In the Lord’s providence, I saw an advertisement announc­
ing an address by Brother R. R. Hollister— “Where Are the 
Dead?”—which I went to hear, but did not understand much 
about it. When he mentioned the S t u d ie s  i n  t h e  S c r ip t u r e s  
as being “ Keys” to the Bible, I straightway ordered the six 
volumes; and when I had read the first of these, did not my 
heart burn? Yes it did, and with great joy. So happy was I 
that I ordered several copies of Volume I., to let all my friends 
have one, and told them of the blessings and joy received. 
But they told me that I had gone mad and that I had an evil 
spirit about me. I did not then believe in such a being as 
Satan; so this troubled me a great deal, and I really thought 
I was going mad. Every one turned against me; but still 
asking the Lord to help me, I fully made up my mind to read 
all the S t u d ie s  through. When I  had about finished the fifth 
volume, my dear wife, seeing the change it had made in me 
and in all my affairs of life, got inquisitive and also desired 
to read the volumes. The reading had the same effect upon 
her as it had upon me, and we both grew in grace and in 
knowledge, and our home soon became a new home.

We desired to consecrate ourselves to the Lord, and were 
both immersed and took the vow, etc. I  feel sure such testi­
mony will gladden your dear heart.

About a year later my dear wife became ill, and was 
ordered to undergo an operation, from the effects of which 
she never recovered. All through her illness the dear Lord 
gave her all the necessary grace as promised, and so wonder­
fully did she keep up that it was a big blessing to me and to 
all o f our friends. On Sunday, July 4th, she realized that 
the Lord had decided to call her home. Yes; she said that 
the Lord had done most of his healing on the Sabbath day, 
and that being “ Testimony Sunday,” she said: “This is my
testimony to the Lord, ‘All the way my Savior leads me.’ ”— 
Hymn 12. After singing this hymn through, she said: “ I am
dying, and oh, I feel so happy; oh, it is so glorious to die! 
Oh, I  feel so happy! ‘Perfect peace to me is promised in my 
Father’s house above! ’ ”  Then she called each one of us by

name and said, “Give me the last kiss. Good-bye! ” and passed 
beyond the veil.

To witness such a death as this, dear Brother, has so in­
creased my faith that it is almost impossible to express my 
love and feeling to my heavenly Father for the strength he 
gave me. My praise went up to the Lord then and ever since, 
thanking him from the bottom of my heart for the light and 
grace he gave me at such a time.

My wife’s relations, and even the nurse in attendance, not 
seeing as I do, could not understand it. It was such a bless­
ing to them all; and I had so many inquiries as to what faith 
I believed in, and was asked for copies of “ that beautiful 
hymn” she sang at her death.

Your brother in Christ,
F r a n k  O’C. F i t z G e r a l d .— West Australia.

W OU LD R E V O LU T IO N IZE  TH E  W O R LD — IF
D e a r  B r e t h r e n :—

We had a grand meeting here on the occasion of Brother 
Russell’s recent visit, and are so thankful for having had the 
privilege of hearing our dear Pastor again.

The newspapers announced, after Brother Russell was here, 
that Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, the great Evangelist, would tell 
his audience, at his Monday evening meeting, some things about 
Pastor Russell.

There were about 5,000 present to hear what Dr. Chapman 
had to say. This was in substance as follows:

“I  wish that every minister in Atlanta had as much zeal as 
Pastor Russell. I wish that every minister was as untiring in 
his efforts as Pastor Russell. I wish that every member was 
as loyal to his church as the followers of Pastor Russell are 
to the teachings he proclaims. I f  all the ministers were as 
zealous as Pastor Russell, and if all the church members were 
as liberal in the support of the church as Pastor Russell’s fol­
lowers are of the support of his teachings, we would revolu­
tionize the world within a year’s time.”

Thus we can see from the above remarks that even our 
enemies are taking note of the wonderful work that is being 
accomplished.

Yours in fellowship and service,
W. E. H o p k i n s .— Ga.

VOLUNTEER LITERATURE READY
Our first Volunteer literature for 1916 is now ready, B. 

S. M. No. 7-7. The principal articles are “ A Great Prophecy 
Nearing Fulfilment”— “The First Resurrection”— “Consump­
tion and the Good Tidings”— “ Fatal Ambition vs. Noble Ambi­
tion”— “ The Outward and the Inward Man.”

We believe that this will be a very acceptable number for 
general circulation. Classes and individuals where there are 
no classes are invited to place their orders immediately-—for 
not more than they will be sure to distribute promptly, faith­
fully. In estimating the quantity do not exceed one paper to 
each family; that is, a total of one-fifth of the English-speak­
ing population.

Volunteer numbers are supplied free of charge and sent by

freight, collect. After receiving it in good order send us the 
receipt and we will promptly reimburse you. We find that 
sometimes we have had difficulty when we prepaid. Sometimes 
deliveries were less prompt and sometimes freight charges 
were collected at both ends.

We remind the dear friends everywhere that we pay the 
freight on volunteer matter only. These alone are supplied 
in large quantities. Other numbers, for use amongst your 
friends and neighbors, but not in general volunteering, we 
supply free, but you are expected to pay the postage or ex- 
pressage. We do not keep these outside numbers in large 
quantities. Where not more than eight copies are ordered by 
mail we pay the postage, making no charge.

“A  TOKEN OF MY COVENANT”
What shall I render unto Thee ?
What praise sufficient could there be 
For all Thy benefits toward me,

0  Thou Most High?
I ’ll drink Salvation’s cup today
Which Thou hast poured. Be Thou my stay!
Assist me as Thy saint to pay

My Vows to Thee.
Remembering Thy Heavenly call,
I ’ll strive to be sincere to all.
I pray for grace lest I should fall 

From simple Truth.

In thought, in word, in all my ways 
The holy standard I would raise,
Nor please, nor honor self, but praise 

My Worthy King.
Today in matters small or great,
I ’ll serve with faithfulness and wait 
For further joys. Oh, blessed state, 

Thus serving Thee!
I ’ll strive to “choose things that excel; 
All anxious cares I ’ll seek to quell,
And all discouragements repel,

And be content.
I ’ll neither murmur nor repine!
I ’ll trust my heart to care Divine 
To make of it a sacred shrine

WTiere Thou canst dwell.
V ir g i n i a  N o b l e  S t e p h e n s o n .

BROTHER RUSSELL
Answering many inquiries, we announce that Brother Rus­

sell endeavors to serve at the New York City Temple on the 
first Sunday of each month. In the forenoon of such days 
there is a baptism service, with every provision for those find­
ing it convenient to be immersed at that time. A Congre-

AT THE TEMPLE
gational Meeting for the consideration of the activities of the 
church is appointed for the Saturday evening preceding the first 
Sunday of each month. This meeting is appointed for the 
Temple, W. 63d St., New York.
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