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which well illustrates the confusion of those who follow the 
creeds of men instead of the Word of God.

They were, discussing the state of the dead, the denomi- 
nationalist arguing that at the moment of death everyone went 
either to a heaven of bliss or to a hell or torment, while our 
Brother insisted that the Bible taught the dead were dead 
until time for the awakening at the second coming of Christ.

Brother W. said, “ Now there was Adam, where do you 
suppose he went at the time of his death?”

Mr. A. replied, “ Adam did not do anything very heinous, 
and even after he was driven out of the Garden of Eden he 
seemed to long for fellowship with God; so I presume he went 
to heaven when he died.”

The Brother said, “ But look here, Adam was the one who 
got all the rest of us in trouble by his disobedience. As St. 
Paul says, ‘By the disobedience of one, judgment came upon 
all men unto condemnation,’ and according to your view this 
means that Adam’s sin was the thing which started millions of 
the race on the road which will terminate in an eternity of 
torture; and yet Adam, the one who helped to send them there, 
is to go to heaven.”

Mr. A said, “ That is so, isn’t it? I never thought of that 
before. Surely Adam could not go to heaven after that. My 
statement was incorrect; Adam must have gone to hell when 
he died.”

Brother W. said, “ But see what that involves you in. Adam 
merely ate some forbidden fruit, and all have done as bad 
things as that. So if God sentenced Adam to such an awful 
eternity for such a little thing, what hope can the rest of us 
have?”

The gentleman answered this with, “ That’s so, that’s so.

My first answer was right, Adam surely went to heaven.” 
Our Brother replied, “ I f  that is true then it involves you 

in a greater absurdity than before. Had Adam been obedient 
he would have dwelt forever in that perfect Paradise, the Gar­
den of Eden, but now he had disobeyed and must die, and in 
consequence of his sin he was to get something far better than 
he ever would have had by obedience.”

Our friend in his confusion tried to correct himself again 
saying, “ That couldn’t be; that would be inconsistent; Adam 
must have gone to hell—that’s the correct thought.”

Again our Brother had his turn: “ But see what this leads
to. Thousands of years ago Adam sinned and died, while to­
day men are passing into death who have had far more of the 
spirit of rebellion in their hearts than Adam ever had; and 
yet they will have thousands of years less of infernal agony 
than Adam, who committed such a little sin in comparison. 
Would that be justice?”

Mr. A. said, “ You’ve got me all confused. I do not know 
where I ’m at, and I don’t know where Adam’s at either.”

How well this brings home to our hearts the fact that 
while the Truth is “ clear as crystal,” the error is “ clear as 
mud” ! I do not like to use an undignified expression like the 
last, but it takes an undignified statement to describe an un­
dignified system of doctrine. Thanks be to the Lord who 
has lifted our feet out of the mud and placed them upon the 
Bock!

With many prayers that the heavenly Father will continue 
to use you to His glory to the very end of your course, I 
remain,

In much Christian love,
B. H. B arton.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
TH E SIN OE TH E  CHURCH

ItY BT. REV. CHARLES D. W IL L IA M S 
(Protestant Episcopal Bishop of Michigan)

It is an appalling thought that the church should have had 
a part in the crime of Calvary, and yet it did, and that the 
chief part. It is really the villain in the plot.

What was the sin of the church that crucified Christ? Or, 
to put it another way, what are the characteristics of a per­
verted religion ? They are chiefly two :

1. The ecclesiastical mind.
2. The ecclesiastical conscience.
The ecclesiastical mind is a closed mind— and there is 

nothing it resents so much as being pried open to receive a new 
idea. Its settled rule of judgment, its accepted test of truth is 
“ What is new is never true and what is true is never new.” 
Philip Gilbert Ilamerton has aptly compared the conventional 
process of religious instruction and training to the process of 
etching on glass. The mind of the pupil is first covered with 
an impervious coat of pious prejudice. The pattern of the de­
sired creed is then carefully traced with the stylus of author­
ity; and then only is the mind exposed to the sand-blast of 
reality and the acid test of experience, which cut along the ex­
posed lines only and the desired creed is indelibly engraved 
upon the mind.

The other characteristic of a perverted religion is the eccles­
iastical conscience. It is strikingly illustrated by one Good 
Friday scene. A procession is sweeping through the streets ol 
Jerusalem, bound for the Governor’s Palace. Who compose 
this procession? They are the religious leaders of the people, 
the prominent divines, the chief ecclesiastics, the dignitaries 
and prelates of the Church, and the Sanhedrin, the chief re­
ligious legislative body of the nation. It is as if you rolled into 
one the Presbyterian General Assembly, the Methodist General 
Conference, the Episcopal General Convention, the Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy, and the House of Lords, with the whole 
Bench of Bishops.

What is the business they have in mind? They are intent 
on committing the greatest crime in history-—a crime at which 
the whole world has shuddered ever since. They would crucify 
the Son of God. But at Pilate’s threshold they stop. Why? Ah, 
they have stumbled across a statute with a penalty, a canon of 
the church with a sanction. And these people have great re­
spect for penalties and sanctions, if they have little for trutn 
and righteousness. If they should enter a heathen house 
that Passover morning, they would become ceremonially defiled 
and unfit to partake of the sacrament. They would lose their 
reputation for strict churchmanship. They are indefinitely 
scrupulous and utterly unprincipled, entirely sincere and yet 
completely untruthful and unrighteous, pious and perverted.

The “ecclesiastical conscience” holds the precept so near 
the eye that it hides the principle; it substitutes petty thumb­
nail rules for the fundamental law of righteousness. It makes 
religiousness a substitute for righteousness instead of a means 
thereto. It puts technical priests and properties in the place 
of character. It makes churchmanship do for religion and 
“ churchianity” for “Christianity.”

And the ecclesiastical conscience is not confined to the 
church. The lawyer who makes a legality his test instead of 
justice; the merchant who is satisfied simply to conform to the 
code of his trade, whose excuse for any dishonesty is, “ They all 
do it” ; the “gentleman” or “ lady” w'ho puts good form and 
manners in the place of sincerity and kindliness of heart, and 
politeness in the place of courtesy— all are alike animated by 
the ecclesiastical conscience.

It was this ecclesiastical mind and this ecclesiastical con­
science which crucified Jesus Christ.

M A R C H IN G  TO U N IV E R S A L  SLAU G H TER-H OU SE
Again we quote for the benefit of our readers, truthful 

words from an editorial of the New York American as follows:
“ We are living today in a time more trying to the souls of 

men than any period in the world’s history. We are witness­
ing, in the war which involves every continent of the earth in 
the direct conflict of arms, a visitation of horror and destruc­
tion greater than the human race has ever suffered before. From 
North America, South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Austral­
asia, from every corner of the earth and every clime, human 
beings are marching to the universal slaughter-house.

“ In one year of this fearful struggle billions of property 
have been destroyed, and the bloody combatants already claim 
to have murdered or maimed more than four million human be­
ings. This is all in one year, and no decision is yet in sight. 
Neither side has yet won a decisive advantage.

“The military experts believe that the war has only just 
begun. Lord Kitchener, head of the British forces, declared, 
even before the Russian defeats, that it would take three years 
to reduce the Teutonic allies and the Turks, while the disinter­
ested military experts are doubtful if the Central Empires can 
ever be conquered.

“ The French, the British, the Russians and the Italians 
are waiting until their factories, and our own American fac­
tories, can equip their armies with guns and ammunition which 
they need in order to bring to bear their greatest power for 
destruction. If four million men have gone in one year in 
which the side that it stronger in numbers has not yet brought 
its full strength to bear, what will be the wastage in human life 
if they fight it out to a finish ?

“ We Americans are neutral. But are we not interested?
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Are we not involved in this fearful struggle? Are we not in­
volved in it as a part of the human family, as members of the 
white race, as participants in the Western civilization, all of 
which are threatened by a prolongation of this dreadful car­
nage?

“If this war is fought out to a finish, shall we not suffer 
morally and materially, whichever side wins? If the allies are 
the conquerors anu the German people are overwhelmingly 
beaten and broken, shall we not. as part of the world, suffer an 
irretrievable loss ? Germany’s wonderful contributions to the 
world of science and industry and commerce are known 
to all business men. But, great as they are, her contri­
butions to governmental efficiency, to the ability of society act­
ing as a social unit to perform wonders for the benefit of her 
people beyond even the dreams of individuals, have scarcely 
yet been recognized. She is making a contribution to socialistic 
experiments greater than was ever known to any people before. 
Her national Government owns its railroads, its telephone and 
telegraph companies. Her great cities own their waterworks, 
their gas and electric light companies and their street rail­
ways. They build wharves and docks and they plant forests and 
they develop land, not by individual initiative, but as a gov­
ernmental function. They, first among the nations, began to 
free their workingmen from industrial slavery by old age pen­
sions, workingmen’s compensation laws and rigid safety appli­
ance laws and inspections. They first devised the means of 
freeing the farmers from financial peonage by rural credits 
through which the farmer could borrow money from the State 
to improve his farm. They are showing the world what the 
people in their organized capacity can do and how prosperous 
they can make themselves, even though crowded within the 
confines of a not too favorable territory. We Americans are 
every day copying something from the German socialistic ex­
periments. Can we see them crushed without immeasurable 
loss to ourselves?

“ If, on the other hand, the Allies should be crushed, it 
would involve the destruction of France and of a historically 
great people whose contribution to human liberty and to the 
economic freedom of the world John Stuart Mill, the distin­
guished political economist, has declared greater than that of 
any other, even including our own.

“Would it benefit the world to see the spirit of England 
broken and her commercial and industrial efficiency impaired 
and her purchasing power destroyed ? There never was a time in

the last twenty-five years when, if England could no longer buy 
from us, we would not have faced a financial crisis. We do not 
forget the great enterprises and the great industrial develop­
ments in America which English capital has financed. We can­
not forget that most of the elementary principles of liberty 
which we call our own had their birth and first development 
in Great Britain.”

*  *  *

When, after reading the above editorial, we call to mind 
that the Lord in the Bible has foretold the direct things fore­
boded in the editorial, and much more—even to anarchy and 
the entire destruction of the present order of things— we might 
well weep. God has kindly veiled the eyes of humanity that 
they do not see the coming storm in all its dread severity; 
because they have no eyes of faith to see the resulting blessings 
as we see them.

How glad we are to know that ours is a God of love— 
to know that the millions that are dying in frenzied strife 
are not going to eternal torture, but in due time they shall 
share in the general blessings of the world which Messiah’s 
kingdom will accomplish. Can we wonder then that our Master 
left the message, “When ye see these things begin to come to 
pass; then lift up your heads and rejoice; knowing that your 
deliverance draweth nigh” ?—Luke 21:28.

If the deliverance of the church meant eternal suffering 
to the non-elect, how could we rejoice in it? But as our eyes 
of understanding are opening, we see with astonished wonder 
the lengths and the breadths, the heights and the depths of the 
great Creator’s love and mercy. We perceive that the glorifica­
tion of the church means the blessing of all then alive by the 
inauguration of the reign of righteousness and peace, and by 
the breaking of the shackles of sin and ignorance, and by the 
binding of Satan for a thousand years. And oh, so much more, 
the release of the thousands of millions of heathens who, for 
the past six thousand years, have been going down into the 
great prison-house of death—the Bible hell— the tomb! With 
this rosy view of the future, which the Bible so surely gives, 
darkness and clouds, sorrows and tears for the immediate pres­
ent cannot daunt us. Our souls do magnify the Lord! We 
sing daily, hourly, the new song, “True and righteous are thy 
judgments, O Lord God Almighty! Who shall not come and 
worship before thee, when all thy righteous dealings shall be 
made manifest?”—Revelation 15:3, 4; 16:7.

THE SECRET PLACE
Wondrous the thought— that the Father 

Knows of our every care;
Feels for us when the shadow 

Lurks where the sky was fair:
Knows of the pent-up sorrow,

Feels for the eyes that weep;
Tells of a brighter morrow 

Where shadows never creep!
Precious to know the Good Shepherd 

Tenderly guides his sheep 
Over the stony places;

Cares when tne path is steep:
Watches for greenest pastures.

Tends them with loving skill;
Guards them from fright and danger, 

Leads them by waters still!
Joyous the thought—that the angels,

Guardians are, to keep;
Bearing in hands so tender 

Weary and wounded feet:
Daily are gaining access 

To the dear Father’s face;
Hourly are seeking succor

For those who crave his grace!
Blessed to feel we are dwelling 

Safe in the secret place ;
Under Jehovah’s shadow,

Trusting till we can trace:
Knowing no ill can harm us.

Knowing his arm of love 
Safely will shield, till he calls us 

Unto his home above!
— M a r y  C rkvicland jF.wiu.r.

W HY GOD HAS PERMITTED SATAN’S LYING DECEPTIONS
“ The L ord  you r God p roveth  yo u , to  know  w h eth er y e  love th e L ord  yo u r  God w ith  all yo u r  hearrt and w ith  all yo u r  soul.”

—Deuteronomy 13:3.
God’s children realize that this text is to them full of deep 

significance and import. It can scarcely be considered too 
often or be too strongly emphasized. The word prove has the 
sense of test, demonstrate. The words were addressed to Israel, 
God’s chosen people who had entered into a special covenant 
with him, agreeing to be his people, set apart from the heathen 
nations by whom they were surrounded, to be a holy nation, Je­
hovah’s peculiar treasure; and he had agreed to be their God. 
As they had promised to obey all God’s requirements, so it was 
proper that the Lord should prove them. He did not prove the 
heathen nations; for they had made no covenant with him 
and were not in relationship to him as his servants. But Israel 
must be proved. The character of their testing is shown in 
the context. This proving would be accomplished by permitting 
false teachers, false prophets, to be amongst them.

We are to remember that the word prophet, in its broadest 
signification, means one who teaches, as well as one who fore­
tells. The Lord permitted some to be among the Israelites 
who would declare things designed to mislead them into the 
worship of other gods. This would not be because God could 
not have stricken down the false teachers, but it was permitted 
as a test to the people who professed to be consecrated to the 
service of the true God, Jehovah. These false prophets were 
able to give signs or demonstrations to convince of their miracu­
lous power. But Israel was warned of God to give heed to no 
prophet whose teachings and works would tend to lead them 
away from Jehovah and his service. Such signs and wonders 
are still frequent accompaniments of the heathen religions, 
which are inspired by Satan and his demon hosts.

Since all that happened to fleshly Israel was for our ad-
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monition (1 Corinthians 10:11), our text has a very forceful 
application to spiritual Israel. “The prince of demons” and 
his hosts of fallen spirits have great wonder-working powers, 
as well as considerable ability to foretell future events, some­
times with marvelous accuracy. The fallen angels possess 
such knowledge of earthly affairs, with power to read the mind 
as well. This has been true throughout the past.

One of the tests that spirit-mediums formerly used was to 
tell of the death of some one before it had become known. They 
would tell, for instance, of the death of some notable. They 
might declare, “ The king of Sweden died today.” There would 
be no means of verifying this information until some ship 
would come over; for in those days, before the invention of the 
telegraph and cable, news traveled very slowly. But in a 
month or two the news would come, and it would prove to be 
true as foretold by the medium. It would sometimes be found 
that he had died at the very hour that the medium had de­
clared. Mediums can do less along this line today because of 
modern inventions for the rapid transmission of news through­
out the world; but they have many other means of ascertaining 
facts and communicating them.

G O D 'S  W O R D  H IS  P E O P L E ’ S GUIDE
We are not informed regarding the power used by the fallen 

angels in their miracle working and cures, but we know that it 
is not from God. It is for the Lord’s children to remember 
that he has given us his Word, and that he reveals himself 
through this Word. It is sufficient that he warns us against 
having anything to do with these occult powers. Examples of 
such warnings are found in the following Scriptures: Leviticus 
19:31; 20:6, 27; Deuteronomy 18:10-12; 2 Kings 17:17; 
23:24; 1 Chronicles 10:13,; 2 Chronicles 33:6; Isaiah 8:19; 
Jeremiah 27:9, 10; 29:8, 9; Luke 8:26-35; Acts 16:16-18.

We are to search the Scriptures and thus to learn about 
God and his great plan, and we are not to permit any of 
these false prophets to lead us away from him or to have any 
influence over us. The Lord permits this evil influence to 
be in the world. Why? Because he is now selecting the bride 
for his Son, and he wishes the members of this class to be 
tested. Only by permitting false teachers could he demon­
strate to himself and to the angels to what extent his professed 
people are loyal to him, and whether they will follow false doc­
trines and false teachers. The Lord will have only those to be 
of the very elect who will obey him and will trust him even 
where they cannot trace him; so long as they have his Word, 
his testimony, it should be sufficient.

The tendency of all these false teachers is to lead away from 
the one true God to the worship of demons. There are a great 
many gods, even in America. When a Brahmin comes to this 
country to live, he just as truly worships Brahma here as in 
India. Theosophists also make their images or idols to take 
the place of the true God. Because of the greater civilization 
the false gods are not always of clay or bronze or wood. But 
today the idol images are often made with printer’s ink. The 
gods that the heathen of civilized countries worship are very 
different from the God of the Bible.

There are very many today in civilized countries who do not 
worship the true God. Some have an abstract idea of a princi­
ple of right, and this principle is their god. They have also 
an idea of a principle of evil or wrong, and this evil principle 
is to them the devil, and is the onlv devil they recognize. 
These people are seeking to do right, but they are deluded.

There are more and more of these false gods coming up in 
these days. There is the New Thought god. We believe that 
these new, unscriptural theories and ideas are from the demons, 
who are gaining greater power to deceive at this time. We do 
not know that the false teachings of the past were recognized 
as false by those teaching them— their promoters were prob­
ably not aware that they were false teachers. And so it is 
today. The teachers of false doctrines, the leaders of all these 
cults, ancient and modern, which deny or make void the Scrip­
tures, are deceived. The evil spirits are responsible for much 
of the confusion and difficulty in which the world is today.

The Apostle Paul, in referring to the close of this Gospel 
age, declares that false doctrines will be multiplied. He tells 
us why many will be misled and deceived. He says, “ They 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that 
they should believe the lie [Genesis 3 :4 ]: that they all might 
be condemned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.”  (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12) The intimation 
here seems to be that those who have come into touch with God 
and with his truth will be so attracted by the truth that it will 
be like the needle attracted to the pole. God is the great pole. 
Those really drawn to him will be difficult to swerve. Al­
though a magnetic needle may be temporarily diverted from

the pole, yet it will surely swing back and point in the right 
direction. And so it is with God’s true people. They have an 
affinity for the truth, they are influenced by it, magnetized by 
it, drawn.

These received the truth in the love of it—not in the love of 
building up a denomination, not in the love of soliciting money 
for a denomination, not in the love of certain ideas of their 
own, but in the love of the truth itself. The Lord will not 
permit those who receive the truth in the love of it to be turned 
aside. But he will send strong delusions to those who receive 
it from any other motive or for any other reason. These strong 
delusions he will permit to be spread abroad because he pur­
poses to demonstrate the real heart attitude of each of those 
who have named his name and taken his vows upon them. 
Thus the loyal-hearted ones will be made manifest, and of 
them he declares, “ They shall be mine, . . .  in that day when 
I make up my jewels.”—Mai. 3:17.

P A LL E N  S P IR IT S  E SP E C IA L L Y  A C T IV E  T O D A Y
The fallen spirits have been successful throughout the 

entire world in deluding and ensnaring humanity. The Lord 
advises his people that these spirits will be especially ac­
tive and especially seductive in their methods of attack in the 
harvest of this present age. “Now the Spirit speaketh ex­
pressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the 
faitn, [through] giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy.”  (1 Timothy 4: 1, 2) 
We are forewarned that this “hypocrisy” on the part of the 
seducing spirits consists of personating “angels of light” (2 
Corinthians 11:13, 14), and pretending to bring in “ new 
light.”

Amongst barbarians there is no reason why the spirits 
should try to bring new light; for these are asleep and already 
under the power of delusion and false doctrines. But amongst 
the enlightened and civilized, thought and investigation are 
being aroused in this the beginning of the great day of the 
Lord. Despite the blinding influence of Satan and the hosts of 
fallen spirits many of these are awakening, and it is here that 
Satan is kept busy.

Amongst mankind today the old time necromancy and in­
cantations will not do; their intellects are too alert to be much 
or long hoodwinked by these things. Even the deceptions of 
Spiritism in its manifestations of superhuman powers through 
tipping, writing, spirit-photography, voices, etc., all for the 
purpose of proving human immortality and the ability of the 
dead to commune with those on earth, are too gross and 
foolish to deceive and captivate a large proportion of intelli­
gent people, and especially God’s consecrated ones, the very 
class Satan is most anxious to stumble. Consequently there 
are changes in progress—new “garments of light” are assumed 
continually; and every feature of present truth sent by God as 
“ meat in due season”  for his saints is promptly counterfeited 
to “ deceive if possible the very elect.”

But it is not possible to deceive and lead away those whose 
faith in God, through Christ, is fixed, who are trusting in the 
merit of Christ’s great redeeming sacrifice, and whose hearts 
are wholly consecrated to the Lord and his service. Such shall 
“never fall” ; but all others are to be separated from the faith­
ful. God so uses Satan’s wrath in the outworking of his 
plans that he may be said to send the strong delusions which 
are now misleading all whose faith is not securely founded on 
the Rock Christ Jesus, who have not put on the “ whole armor 
of God,” supplied in his Word. Those who are attracted by 
error, and take pleasure in it are thus being manifested, and 
their condemnation as unfit for a share in the heavenly king­
dom will be demonstrated as just and holy and righteous al­
together.

D E LU SIO N S OF C H R IST IA N  SCIENCE AN D T H E O SO PH Y
Among the popular and more refined devices of the great 

adversary, and all the powers of darkness, are Christian Science 
and Theosophy. These on the outside, together with the evolu­
tionary and anti-Biblical theories, on the inside, called Higher 
Criticism, advanced thought, etc., are rapidly tearing to shreds 
all of truth that the poor nominal systems ever had. These 
theories all bear the distinctive marks of the “ father of lies.” 
(John 8:44) They all with one consent declare man to be im­
mortal. Higher Critics regard as “old wives’ fables” much of 
the Word of God, including the record of miracles, the story of 
Adam and Eve and their fall in Eden, the story of Jonah and 
the great fish, etc.

The name “ Christian Science” is a misnomer for the tenets 
of Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy. Her teachings are devoid of scien­
tific elements, and the word “ Christian” attached as part of 
the name given her theories is only calculated by Satan to de­
ceive and destroy God’s people. To Christian Scientists Christ
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is not a Savior, nor was a savior needed. Christ was only a 
good man, a Christian Scientist, who but imperfectly under­
stood the new science which he introduced, but which in these 
latter times has been perfectly and fully set forth by the late 
Mrs. Eddy, of Boston. It has for its trademark, so to speak, 
“All is life; there is no death!” Thus they declare Satan’s 
old falsehood started in Eden, “Ye shall not surely die.” 
Jesus declared that Satan “was a liar from the beginning and 
abode not in the truth,”  not from his own beginning, but 
from man’s beginning.

The various shades of Universalism unite in the same con­
clusion— Christ did not die to ransom man from the power of 
the grave, as the Scriptures declare. He was only a man like 
other men, a good and wise Teacher, but not a Savior in any 
substitutionary sense, they assert. Some hold that man evolved 
from an ape or a tadpole or from protoplasm; that he was a 
very bad likeness and not at all an image of God; that he was 
like a “half-baked cake.”  But all unite in the belief that 
mankind are being gradually evolved to perfection. All as­
sure us in Satan’s very language, “Ye shall not surely die!”— 
death is only a process of evolution; man is his own savior.

Then we have Theosophy—a theory appealing to a goodly 
number of the cultured and aesthetic who are of the blind, 
naked and hungry in the nominal churches (Rev. 3:17). It 
comes forward as one of the newest and most polished forms 
of religious thought. But those versed in ancient history know 
that in its very essence it is a revival of the central thought 
of Hindooism, and in many particulars of the delusions of the 
so-called “German Mystics” of medieval times. Theosophy 
holds that “ all things are of God” in the absolute and ridicu­
lous sense. It holds that all finite existences were elTluxed or 
thrown off from one Infinite Being; that these effluxed beings— 
angels, men. beasts, birds and devils—being portions of Deity, 
are immortal, and (as Satan has always taught) “ shall not 
surely die.”

In harmony with the philosophy of Socrates and Plato 
(while denying these as the authors or even the burnishers of 
their doctrine, and claiming that these Greek philosophers got 
their information, as they now get it, direct from God by com­
munion and intuition), Theosophy claims not only that man 
will live forever future, but that he has lived forever past. It 
appeals to the weak-minded with the question, “ Have you never 
seen places that seemed strangely familiar the first time you 
visited them? Those were places you had seen before your 
present existence began.”  And, as of old, Satan may sometimes 
assist a sluggish imagination with a dream. Theosophy holds 
that death is not death, but a new birth; and that each indi­
vidual will be reborn again and again until he has developed 
sufficiently the divine nature; and that then he will be reab­
sorbed into God for eternity.

M A N ’ S W ISD O M  IS  FOOLISH N ESS W IT H  GOD
Theosophy professes to be based upon neither theology nor 

philosophy. The word Theosophy is defined by its advocates 
to mean the Religion of Wisdom. They claim that its wisdom 
is divine, resulting from direct intuition and communion with 
God. Consequently they reject philosophical reasoning, and 
revelation such as the Scriptures, as hindrances to true wis­
dom. They have substituted for the Revelation of God the vain 
imaginings of their own imperfect minds—holy meditations. 
“ Professing themselves to be wise, they become fools,” was 
written by divine authority of a similar class.—Romans 
1 : 21, 22.

Theosophy rejects all revealed religion, ignores all doc­
trines and claims to be the religion of cause and effect— that 
sooner or later wrong-doing will react upon the wrong-doer, 
bringing its penalty; and right-doing will bring its reward. It 
places Christ and Moses on a parity with Socrates, Plato, Con­
fucius and Mohammed as world-teachers. It is ready to quote 
from the Bible or from the Koran any fragment that can be 
turned to account in its own ; ipport, but does not regard any 
book or man as especially inspired authority. It professes to 
be the patron of every noble trait and every benevolent design, 
and is willing to class as Theosophists all popular people. It 
favors alms-giving and good deeds, so done as to be seen of 
men.

Therefore Theosophy is. as it claims to be, preeminently 
suited to the sentiments of the majority of the wise children 
of this world, who do not appreciate either their own imperfec­
tions or God’s mercy in Christ. They say “I want no one to 
pay my debts for me. I expect to pay for myself the penalty 
of my sins— if I commit, any.”  All holding such sentiments are 
ripe for Theosophy. Indeed, the entire “ Christian world” is 
ready to leave its former confused creed-mooring, and to set 
sail, with Theosophy for pilot and good works for motive 
power, to reach a haven of rest and happiness— if there be such 
a haven; for many of them doubt it. Alas! how ignorance of

God’s Word and plan and how the confusion of the nominal 
churches have paved the way for this great falling away 
from the cross of Christ to “another gospel,” which is really no 
Gospel.—Galatians 1:6-9.

Of course none of these delusions has any use for the 
doctrine of the cross of Christ— the “ ransom for all”—or its 
testimony “ in due time,”  now or hereafter. See 1 Timothy 
2:4-6. The Apostle here declares that God our Savior “will 
have all men to be saved [from the Adamic death now holding 
sway over the whole world], and to come to the knowledge of 
the truth; for there is one God, and one Mediator between God 
and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for 
all, to be testified in due time.”  But no, the Bible doctrine 
of a Ransom past and of a consequent restitution in the future 
(Acts 3:19-23) finds no place in any of these theories.

SA T A N ’ S L IE  TH E  B A SIS  OF F A LSE  D O C TR IN ES
These foretold "strong delusions” ol our day are none of 

them actually strong or powerful. On the contrary, they are 
very weak . But they have great power to delude many be­
cause a large proportion of professed Christians of our day 
have never become real disciples of Christ, but are merely 
“ tares,”  imitation Christians. Among those who are real 
Christians, few are “weaned from the milk.”  (Isaiah 28:9; 
Hebrews 5:12-14) Few Christians in the nominal church are 
mentally or spiritually out of their swaddling clothes. Few 
have even used the milk of God’s Word, and grown thereby to 
the use and appreciation of the “ strong meat” of present truth, 
which is for the developed man in Christ. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that those whom Spiritism and Swedenborgianism 
did not affect are now being gathered into Christian Science and 
Theosophy, the later developments of Satan’s cunning and de­
ception.

The strength of these delusions lies in the grave errors 
mixed with truths long held by Christian people, because of the 
“ falling away” from the pure faith of the apostlic church, fore­
told in the Scriptures. Among these errors none is designed to 
open the heart and mind to these delusive and destructive 
theories of today more effectually than the general belief of 
the first lie— “ Ye shall not surely die.”  The general acceptance 
of this lie results from a failure to understand the Bible doc­
trine concerning life and immortality, which were brought to 
light by our Lord Jesus through his Gospel of salvation from 
sin by his ransom-sacrifice.

Every error held obscures and hinders some truth; and we 
have now come to the time when every child of God needs all 
the panoply of truth—the armor of God. He who has not on 
the “ whole armor of God” is sure to fall into error in this “ evil 
day,”  this “ hour of temptation, which has come upon the whole 
world, to try them that dwell on the earth.”  And “judgment 
must begin at the house of God.”  Who shall be able to stand? 
None except those who are “building themselves up in the most 
holy faith” with the precious promises and vital doctrines of 
the Word of God.

A L L  B U T  “ V E R T  E L E C T ”  TO BE D E C E IV E D
The advocates of these false doctrines are surprisingly 

alert and active everywhere, especially in the United States, 
where thought is most active and where liberty often means 
license. Hundreds of thousands have embraced these errors 
as new and advanced light. The extent of their success 
is not fully apparent to many; for their success lies in a still 
hunt for prey. Their advocates are to be found in almost 
every congregation of every denomination, and especially 
among the more cultured; and the “ angel of light” feature 
is seldom neglected. The nominal churches are already per­
meated, leavened with these false doctrines.

The Scriptural prophecy that “ a thousand shall fall at thy 
[the true church’s] side, and ten thousand at thy right hand” 
(Psalm 91:3-14), is now fulfilled before our eyes. The doc­
trine of the ransom, the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ for the sins of the world, has been the test. “ The cross” 
has been the great stumbling stone now, as in the days of our 
Redeemer’s first advent. Ne.,rly all have fallen away from 
faith in this vital and fundamental doctrine of Christianity, 
of the Bible. By the great majority Jesus is now considered 
as only an example for us to follow in certain particulars, not 
as our Redeemer not as our ransom.

From the teachings of Scripture we may expect that all 
but the “ very elect” of God will be more or less stumbled by 
the errors and worldliness of our day. (Matthew 24:24-27; 
2 Peter 2:3-11) The “angel of light”  sophistries of the powers 
of evil, and their works of healing, will surely delude all 
whose eyes of understanding are not open through heeding 
the testimony of the sure Word of God.

The doing of many wonderful works is one of the old 
tricks of Satan and his evil hosts. If disease and death 
are to a considerable extent under Satan’s control during
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the reign of evil (Hebrews 2:14), why might he not, in his 
present emergency, when his fall is so near, reverse his 
methods of working and do some works of healing, thereby 
to clinch his errors and deceptions and to re-bind some whose 
eyes have been gradually opening under the light of the dawn­
ing Millennial day, the day of Christ?

We believe that he is adopting this policy, and that he will 
do so yet more. We believe that our Lord’s pertinent inquiry 
was suggestive of this when he said, “ If Satan cast out Satan, 
he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom 
stand ?” And, “ If Satan rise up against himself, and be di­
vided, he cannot stand, but hath an end.” (Matthew 12:26; 
Mark 3:26) So now, as Satan’s kingdom is about to be over­
thrown, it is his effort to support it by many wonderful works, 
done by his unknowing as well as by his wilful agents, falsely 
and in the name of Christ.

THE FAITHFUL SO OH TO SHINE FORTH
These various errors, “ doctrines of demons,” are gathering 

out of God’s kingdom “all that offend, and them which do in­
iquity” (and these constitute the great mass) ; while the faith­
ful, who are to receive the kingdom and be joint-heirs with 
Christ in his great Messianic reign now about to be inau­

gurated, alone will stand. (Eph. 6:11-13) When this separa­
tion is complete— and we believe it is now almost accomplished 
—the Are of the great time of trouble will make general havoc 
of present arrangements— social, financial, political, ecclesiasti­
cal. Then all errors and falsehoods in religion will go down 
forever. Then the Lord’s faithful little flock, having received 
immortality and divine nature, “ shall shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father,”  seated with Christ in his throne. 
(Revelation 3:21) For a thousand years they shall reign over 
the world, for the scattering of all ignorance and blindness and 
the uplifting of all the families of the earth, the living and the 
dead.

Then let all who know the truth as set forth in the sure 
Word of the Lord be active in its spread. The time is short! 
If you cannot preach orally in public, perhaps you can preach 
privately to your neighbors and friends and those with whom 
you come in contact. Surely nearly all can preach by the 
printed page and by pen, as well as by consistent daily con­
duct. Those about us need whatever help we can give them; 
and if they do not get it very soon they will surely become en­
tangled in some of these latter-day delusions of the adver­
sary.

THE MINISTRY OF SORROW
"Out of the depth& have I  cried unto Thee, 0  Lord!”  “ When He giveth quietness, who then eon make troublet”—Psalm

130:1; Job 34:29.
The life of every human being has its lights and shadows, its 

heights of joy and its depths of sorrow. These make up a large 
part of the warp and the woof of experience; and the web 
of character which flows from the active loom of life, will be 
fine and beautiful or coarse and homely, according to the skill 
and carefulness with which the individual weaves into it the 
threads of experience. In every life, in the present reign of 
sin and evil the somber shades predominate; and to such an 
extent is this true that the Word of God aptly describes the 
human family in their present condition as a groaning creation. 
“The whole creation groaneth and travaileth together until 
now,”  says the Apostle. The children of God are no exception 
to this universal rule; we also “ groan within ourselves, wait­
ing for the adoption, the deliverance of our body”—our com­
pany, the body of Christ.—Romans 8:22, 23.

But while we are waiting for our deliverance, the daily ex­
periences of life have a most important mission to us, and the 
manner in which we receive them should be a matter of deep­
est concern; for according to the use we make of them, each 
day’s prosperity or its adversity and trial bear to us a blessing 
or a curse. Those experiences which we are accustomed to 
regard as prosperous often have in them subtle dangers. If 
wealth increases or friends multiply or a large measure of 
earthly joy comes to us, how almost imperceptibly the heart 
finds its satisfaction in the things of earth! But when the 
keen edge of sorrow or disappointment is felt, when riches or 
health fail, when friends forsake, and enemies take up a re­
proach against us, the natural tendency is to despondency 
and despair.

Just here is a very important part of the great warfare of 
the Christian’s life. He must fight the tendencies of his old 
nature and must confidently claim and expect the victory, 
in the strength of the great Captain of his salvation. He must 
not yield to the alluring influences of favorable outward con­
ditions, neither must he sink beneath the weight of trials and 
adversity. He must not permit any experience in life, however 
hard and painful, to sour and harden him or make him bitter, 
morose or unloving. Nor may he allow pride or love of show, or 
self-righteousness, to feed upon the temporal blessings which 
the Lord in his loving providence has given him to prove his 
faithfulness as a steward.

DEPTHS OF SORROW LEAD TO HEIGHTS OF JOY
Sorrow and griefs may, and perhaps often will, come in like 

a flood, but the Lord will be our stay and strength in every 
experience which he permits. The soul that has never known 
the discipline of sorrow and trouble has never yet learned the 
joy and preciousness of the Lord’s love and helpfulness. It is 
in seasons of overwhelming sorrow and grief, when we draw 
near to the Lord, that he draws especially near to us. So the 
Psalmist found it, when in his deep affliction he cried to God. 
saying, “ Out of the depths have I cried unto thee. 0 Lord! 
Lord, hear my voice; let thine ears be attentive to the voice of 
my supplications!”  (Vs. 1. 2) Feeling his own weaknesses 
and shortcomings, longing for full deliverance from every im­
perfection, and prophesying of the bountiful provisions of the 
divine plan of salvation through Christ, he adds. “If thou, 
Lord, shouldest mark iniquities [imputing them to us]

0  Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with thee, 
that thou mayest be feared [reverenced]” .— Vs. 3, 4.

How precious are such assurances when the soul is painfully 
conscious of its infirmities, of its utter inability to fully meas­
ure up to the perfect law of righteousness! How blessed it is 
to know that when our hearts are loyal and true, our God 
does not mark against us the unavoidable blemishes of our 
earthen vessel! If we come daily to him for cleansing, through 
the merits of our Redeemer, our failures are not imputed to us, 
but freely forgiven and washed away. The perfect righteous­
ness of our Savior is our glorious dress, arrayed in which we 
may come to God with humble boldness, courage— even into 
the presence of the great Jehovah, the King of kings and Lord 
of lords.

If thus God ignores the infirmities of our flesh, and fully 
receives us and communes with us as his dear children, we should 
so regard one another, considering not and charging not against 
one another the infirmities of the flesh, which each humbly con­
fesses, and which they, like us, are earnestly endeavoring to 
overcome by the grace of God, to the best of their ability. To 
each one of the Lord’s true children the words of the Apostle 
apply: “ If God be for us, who can be against us? . . . Who 
shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? Shall that 
God that justifieth ? Who is he that condemneth ? Shall Christ 
that died?” (Romans 8:31, 33, 34—Diaglott) The case is 
different, however, when the infirmities of the flesh are cul­
tivated, indulged in without proper effort to correct them, and 
are justified, in order that the faults may be continued. Then, 
indeed, they are charged against us, and if we do not speedily 
“judge ourselves,”  and take decisive measures to correct them, 
the Lord will himself judge and chasten us.— 1 Cor. 11:31, 32.

In the midst of the cares, perplexities and difficulties that 
come to the children of the Lord, we are to trust him fully, 
and to possess our souls in peace and patience! We are to wait 
patiently in his own good way. How necessary is the patient 
waiting on the Lord! The Psalmist says, “ I wait for the Lord, 
my soul doth wait, and in his Word do I hope. My soul wait- 
eth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning:
1 say, more than they that watch for the morning.”  (Psalm 
130:5, 6) In every experience of sorrow and distress, and when 
the strain of the jarring discords and the stinging vexations 
and wounds that make the heart bleed, threaten to overwhelm 
the spirit, let the child of God remember that “ he knows, and 
loves, and cares,” and that his ministering angel is ever near 
us, and that no trial will be permitted to be too severe. The 
dear Master is standing by the crucible, and the furnace heat 
will never be permitted to grow so intense that the precious 
gold of our characters shall be destroyed, or even injured. Ah, 
no! If by his grace the experiences may not work for our 
good, thev will be turned aside. He loves us too well to permit 
any needless sorrow, any needless suffering.

THE REWARD OF PATIENT WAITING
"Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also in him, and he 

shall bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteous­
ness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. Rest in 
the Lord, and wait patiently for him.”  (Psalm 37:5-7) We 
must not be disappointed and allow our faith to falter when
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the test of patient endurance is applied, while the outward 
peace and quietness which we crave tarry long. Our Father 
has not forgotten us when the answer to our prayers seems 
to he delayed. Outward peace and calm are not always the 
conditions best suited to our needs as new creatures; and we 
would not desire conditions in which the precious fruits of the 
Spirit would not grow and develop in us. Therefore, “Think 
it not strange concerning the fiery trial which shall try you, 
as though .some strange thing happened unto you, but re­
joice.” (1 Peter 4:12, 13) He who numbers the very hairs 
of our heads is never indifferent to the sufferings and needs of 
his weakest and humblest child. Oh, how sweet is the realiza­
tion of such loving, abiding care! “ When he giveth quietness, 
who then can make trouble?”

The saints have indeed in every sorrow and grief a blessed 
consolation of which the world is wholly in ignorance. None 
but the child of God can know it. What is this consolation? 
Oh, you who have never enlisted under the banner of the Cross, 
who have never put yourselves wholly into the hands of the 
Lord to be moulded and fashioned into his glorious likeness, 
who have never made an earnest effort to stem the tide of the 
tendencies of your own fallen nature, who have never contended 
earnestly for truth and righteousness in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation, what can you know of the sweets of 
this divine consolation? It is the precious balm of Gilead for 
wounded spirits on the battle-field of life, it is the stimulating, 
refreshing draught for fainting souls, hard pressed by the re­
lentless foe. It is the soothing caress of a loving hand upon 
the fevered brow of the noble contender for truth and godli­
ness. It is the gentle whisper of hope and love and courage 
when heart and flesh are almost failing. This is divine con­
solation, the only consolation that has in it any virtue of heal­
ing or refreshment. It is reserved alone for those noble souls 
who are faithfully bearing the burden and heat of the day in 
the service of the King of kings; while those who listlessly 
drift with the current of the world and the downward tenden­
cies of the carnal nature can never have an intimation of its 
sweetness.

How loving and tender is our God, and how wise and 
strong! His promises have never failed those who have put 
their trust in him. We may feel that our efforts to be good and 
to do good are very unproductive, that the opposition from 
without and within is very strong. But it is when we are 
weak, when we realize our own helplessness and incompetency, 
that we may be strong in the Lord and in the power of his 
might. It is then that we may realize that his strength is made 
perfect in our weakness. The fact that we are weak and lame 
does not separate us from the love and power of our God, 
while we are striving to do his w ill; for “He knoweth our 
frame, He remembereth that we are dust.”  Then let us more 
and more lay hold of this strength of the Lord, that we may 
courageously pursue our course in the narrow way of diffi­
culty and trial. Precious indeed to the saint of God is the 
ministry of pain and sorrow!

“ YE HAVE SEEN THE PATIENCE OF JOB”
The saints of every age have learned the blessing of afflic­

tions and sorrows. The Psalmist David says, “ It is good for me 
that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy statutes” ; 
and again, “ Before I was afflicted, I went astray; but now 
have I kept thy Word.” (Psalm 119:67, 71) God’s faithful 
servant Job suffered almost overwhelming troubles, but the 
Lord brought him out into a large place when his testings had 
accomplished their designed effect. He was proven and 
strengthened by his sore experiences. Few if any of us could 
suffer more. He suffered the loss of all his property, then of all 
his children, whom he loved, then of the love and loyalty of 
his wife; and finally, he was smitten with sore disease—boils, 
from head to foot. To crown all, three of his friends came to 
see him on hearing of his great trials; and instead of being

true comforters, they added to his sorrows by insisting that 
his own sins must have been the cause of all these disasters; 
that his experiences must surely be punishments from the 
Lord because of unfaithfulness on his part. Surely poor Job 
was afflicted!

But did he lose his faith in God? Hear him. “ The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the 
Lord!”  (Job 1:21) “ Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
him.” (Job 13:15) Job was indeed much cast down, but he 
maintained his integrity of character and his faith in the Lord 
through all. He did not charge God with injustice, and God 
did not desert his faithful servant. He reproved his accusers 
and required them to offer sacrifice, and instructed Job to pray 
for them, that their trespasses might be overlooked. In the 
end, he was blessed more abundantly than ever before. God 
made him a great type of the human family, of the troubles 
of their fallen condition and of their final restoration to all 
that was lost in Adam, with the blessings of added experiences 
to make them wise. How faithful is the Lord in all his deal­
ings! Truly his children should never doubt his love; for 

“ Faith can firmly trust Him,
Come what may.”

PRECIOUSNESS OF INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
It is when continued trust in the Lord and his many respon­

sive providences in our lives have ripened into precious per­
sonal acquaintance and intimacy that we learn to delight in 
him. Yes, it is when heart answers to heart, when pleading 
prayer brings recognized answers of peace, when the divine love 
and care have been clearly seen in the guidance of our way, 
that we can recognize the abiding presence with us of the 
Father and the Son. Then, however dark may be our way, 
however severe may be the storm that rages about us, the 
thought of divine protection is ever with us, so that as the 
children of the Lord we are never in despair; though cast down, 
we are not destroyed; though persecuted, we are never for­
saken. We know our Father’s hand is ever at the helm, that 
His love and care are sure and unfailing.

Those who have come into real heart sympathy with God 
have learned to see him as the Fountain of all goodness and 
truth and blessing. To them he is the one altogether lovely. 
His law is their delight. His friendship and love are their 
very life. When the heart has become thus centered in God, 
it is the most natural impulse to commit its way unto him. 
These can truly sing with the poet:

“ So on I go, not knowing,
I would not if I might;

I ’d rather walk in the dark with God 
Than go alone in the light;

I ’d rather walk by faith with him 
Than go alone by sight.”

Surely these have the desires of their heart, and no good 
thing shall be withheld from them. Their fervent prayers avail 
much, and in the Lord’s good time their righteousness, how­
ever much it may be misunderstood, misrepresented and evil- 
spoken of, shall be brought forth as the light—clear, cloud­
less and widely manifest; and their judgment, the justice and 
righteousness of their course and of their hearts, shall be 
brought forth as the noonday. Even while we remain here as 
aliens and foreigners in the enemy’s land, we shall be fed, 
nourished, temporally and spiritually, and shall rejoice and be 
glad in the “ house of our pilgrimage.”  Precious indeed are 
the promises of God; and to the praise of his abounding grace, 
his saints of the past and of the present all bear ample testi­
mony to their fulfilment.

“Who need faint while such a river 
Ever flows their thirst to assuage?—- 

Grace, which like the Lord, the Giver,
Never fails from Age to Age!”

“THIS HONOR HAVE ALL HIS SAINTS”
“Let the saints he joyful in glory, let them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high priests of God he in their mouths and a 

two-edged sword in their hand, to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishment upon the people; to 
hind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the

judgments written.”— Psalm 149:5-9.
We are frequently asked whether we understand that there 

is to come a time when the Lord’s people, the saintly ones, 
while still in the flesh, will have a full understanding of the 
entire Word of God, including the dark expressions of Ezekiel, 
Zechariah, Revelation, etc. In reply we usually remind the 
questioners that eighteen hundred years ago St. Paul wrote, 
“Take unto you the whole armor of God.” including the “ Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God” ; and that we are, 
therefore, to understand that St. Paul himself and other Chris­

tians of his time had the “ Sword of the Spirit.”  We are sure, 
however, that they did not understand certain portions of the 
Word of God which were not then due to be understood; for 
instance, that portion of Daniel’s prophecy which the angel said 
was to be sealed up until “ the time of the end,”  and many 
other prophecies which were not then unfolded. This has al­
ways been more or less true ever since. Prophecy unfolds grad­
ually. Today more is due to be understood than ever before.

We are not to understand that the Bible will have no value
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in the incoming age, but rather to the contrary of this. Our 
thought is that the Bible will be used then, not so much as a 
sole means ofL communicating God’s will, but as a source of 
information, much as we now use histories. It will enlighten 
men respecting God’s laws, etc. There is nothing to indicate 
that every matter of which the Bible treats will be seen clearly 
by the church while we are on this side the veil. The Apostle 
says that “now we see through a glass, obscurely” ; but that 
beyond the veil we shall see “ face to face.” We shall see 
clearly; for we shall then be like our Lord. Now we know 
in part, but then we shall know even as we are known. 1 Cor­
inthians 13:12.

The Scripture which tells us that the Bible will be used 
in the future, tells us that all the world will be judged by 
the things written in these books, and informs us that the 
books will be opened (the books of the Old and New Testa­
ments ), implying that up to that time they were not opened. 
(Revelation 20:12) They are open now to God’s people in a 
large measure. We believe that there has been “meat in due 
season” for the household of faith in every time. There was 
not so much knowledge of spiritual matters necessary in the 
past as in the present; hence never before have the books been 
so widely opened as they are today. Now the entire plan of God 
shines very clearly. But we do not know of anything in the 
Scriptures which says that these books will be understood in 
every detail by the Lord's people on this side of the veil, on this 
side of the resurrection change.

THE WORK NOW GOING ON
In speaking of this present time, as we think, the Prophet 

David says, “Let the saints be joyful in glory, let them sing 
aloud upon their beds.”  The children of God should be joyful 
at all times— even in tribulation, knowing that these experi­
ences work out for us a development of character and a prepar­
ation for the kingdom glories. The Psalmist here foretells 
that the saints at this time are at rest upon their beds, while 
they sing God’s praise. This statement might be meaningless 
to us until we understand from other Scriptures that these beds 
represent creeds or the sum total of one’s religious belief.

While some are reclining on a short creed bed, which 
cramps and fetters them, and the narrow covers of which 
cannot give them warmth and comfort, the true saints of

God have at this time beds of full and proper size, and a 
cover which is warm and ample. They are shown in this 
prophetic picture as taking their ease, resting in faith, while 
others are restless and uncomfortable. But while thus resting 
in these good beds, representing their mental attitude and 
heart condition, and while praising the Lord, they are using 
skilfully the “ two-edged sword.”  This sword in their hands is 
the Bible. The thought is not necessarily that God’s people 
have absolute knowledge of every feature of God’s Word; but 
that they have all the knowledge needful to the efficient use 
of the sword at this time, all the knowledge designed for the 
saints now, when this prophecy applies.

“Let the high-sounding praises of God be in their mouth,” 
urges the Psalmist. We believe that this is more and more 
becoming true. The saints can praise God more intelligently 
and fully now than ever before. We can see our Lord’s charac­
ter better, because much of the ignorance, misconception, 
mysteries and obscurity have fled away. God’s Word is shin­
ing out with more brightness than ever. We cannot see that 
our Brother John Calvin could have had very much of the high- 
sounding praises of God in his mouth; for it is surely not a 
high-sounding praise to declare that our God would assign 
thousands of millions of humanity to an eternity of torture. 
Nor can it be said of people today who teach this same horrible 
doctrine, that they have the high-sounding praises of God in 
their mouths.

God’s name is blasphemed, and his glorious character tra­
duced and misrepresented every day. The world is told that 
God has a devilish plan—that he has made a hell in which to 
torture a very large part of humanity; and that he has the 
devils there already doing the torturing, and that this will go 
on throughout eternity. There are no high-sounding praises 
connected with any such beliefs and teachings. But the Lord’s 
people who keep close to his Word are now able to tell forth 
the wondrous Story of God’s love, wisdom, justice, and power 
as never before. And the truth is surely accomplishing a work 
in the binding and fettering of error. We believe that the 
words of the Psalmist in this text are being fulfilled at this 
time. To some extent at least we are already engaging in the 
great work here depicted.

“PRIDE GOETH BEFORE DESTRUCTION”
[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of March 15, 1911, which please see.]

INTERESTING LETTERS
BLAZED A TRACK THROUGH BAD THEOLOGY

Our W ell-Beloved Pastor:—
Loving greetings in our dear Lord and Redeemer, to you 

and of all “ like precious faith.”—Ephesians 3:14-21.
Beloved Brother, it has been our thought this year to send 

you some slight token of the great love we have for you, as 
God’s appointed servant and channel for dispensing the “meat 
in due season” to the household of faith. How grateful we are 
to you, under God, for blazing a track for us out of a maze of 
bad theology! Daily we bear you up before the throne of grace, 
praying that he who has so far worked out his will in you may 
complete his work in his elect, that you, with us and all the 
dear ones who are earnestly pressing forward, may be presented 
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy.

We ask you, dear Brother, kindly to accept the H eavenly 
Manna  sent herewith with our autographs, also the 2£ Money 
Order enclosed as a token of our loving esteem from those to 
whom the truth has come at the village of Turangarere.

Sister Black by asking Sister Kelly to read Vol. 1, was the 
means of presenting the truth which Sister Kelly was privi­
leged to pass on to Sisters Mitchell, Merritt, Clough and Mul- 
vay; and Sister Clough was used to pass the message on to 
Sister Brown, and Sister Mitchell to Sister Gage. All are 
fully consecrated and pressing forward for the Great Prize.

Sister Black received the first volume in a very strange 
way. Her little granddaughter was buying a book for a birth­
day present for her grandmother at a second-hand dealer’s shop. 
The man advised her to take the book, as her grandmother 
would like i t ; and so this great blessing came to us.

Another dear one, Sister Bessie Lambei, sent a subscription 
asking that she, too, might be included in the gift to the Pastor 
to whom, under God. we all owe so much. Sister Lambei is 
one of the Lord’s isolated ones.

We are hoping if it is the Lord’s will to meet in Wellington 
for Convention on December 25th; but just now New Zealand 
trade is paralyzed by an industrial strike, which if not soon

settled may hinder our meeting. But we all look forward soon 
now to be favored by being present at the great convention of 
the first-born (Hebrews 12:22-24) beyond the veil. Then we 
hope to meet our Beloved Master; and among all the dear elect, 
what joy it gives us to look forward to meeting the dear Pastor 
who has been so abundantly used of God to bring blessings to us 
and all the dear “ feet” members of the body, which is the 
church! Earnestly entreating God’s blessing upon your labors 
of love for him and his.

Your loving Sisters, by His Grace,
North Island, New Zealand.

[The Editor begs these dear Sisters in Christ to accept his 
thanks for their kind words of comfort, which he will always 
cherish as priceless in value; also for the copy of M anna con­
taining their autographs. As for the 2£, he is putting it into 
the “ Comfort Fund,” from which he sometimes has the privi­
lege of doling out a few dollars for the aid of brethren falling 
into dire need. The Editor has no lack. The Society’s allow­
ance to him and all the office workers, of ten dollars monthly 
for clothing and incidentals, is more than sufficient for our 
comfort.]

THE CANADA BED OBOSS CONTRIBUTIONS
Dear Brother Russell :—

Here in Canada there is a general movement on for solicit­
ing funds for the Canadian Red Cross work. Will you kindly 
give us your view on the subject?

OUR REPLY.
This is a matter of personal judgment— as is every benevo­

lence. The Lord’s people must remember that their all is con­
secrated to him, and they must seek to see their best judgment 
respecting the use of their financial talents, as well as others. 
We would feel disposed to resent anything in the way of an at­
tempt to coerce or compel contributions, and would prefer to 
exercise our own judgment and conscience, and not to have any
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