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sure that the prayers of the dear friends throughout the world
had much to do with the success of these debates. I wish I
might express to every one of our brethren my great apprecia-
tion of their fervent prayers on my behalf. Hourly I felt that
these were a strength to me. I shall never be able to thank you
as I would like for the letter which was signed by yourself and
all the Bethel family, assuring me of your united and continued
prayers in my behalf. The Lord reward all of you. This is but
a reminder-of the unity of the body and the sweet relationship
we are privileged to enjoy here. How much sweeter it will be
in the kingdom! Brother Woodworth suggested that there
must be great interest in heaven in this debate. The Lord be
praised for it all. I am thankful indeed that he was pleased to
use me to glorify his dear name in any manner. Brothers
Woodworth and MacMillan sat with me on the platform as
counsel, and my son was by my side to take anything quickly
that I desired and to prepare the copy for me without delay.
All rendered valuable service. The Lord arranged it all.
There was never a moment after the debate began that we did
not have the sympathy of a majority of the great audience;
and when the debate concluded, there could be no doubt about
the fact that a large majority of the audience was with us.

My room in this hotel looks out facing the main entrance to
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Trinity Auditorium, and each evening I could see the crowds
gather. For more than two hours before the debate began the
people were standing at the door waiting to get in. Each even-
ing the gates were closed and locked by 7 o’clock, and after that
hundreds were turned away. It is estimated that from 10,000
to 15,000 persons were turned away during the four nights,
unable to gain entrance. Over the entrance to the Trinity Au-
ditorium appear these words cut in the stone: “The Gates
Shall Never Be Closed”; but they had to close for the four
sessions of the debate.

Please express my love to all the dear Bethel family, reserv-
ing a large portion for yourself. Please continue to remember
me at the throne of heavenly grace.

Yours in the service of the dear Redeemer,

J. F. RUTHERFORD.
* » *»

[We rejoice greatly that the blessing of the Lord was so
richly with our dear Brother Rutherford on the occasion of the
debates referred to above., Apparently the Lord guided these
debates and blessed the outcome. However, we still feel a pre--
judice against public debates of religious questions, and have
elsewhere expressed our reasons.]

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF DEBATES

Although the Lord’s providence did seem to open up the
way for the “Eaton-Russell Debate” and later, for the “White-
Russell Debate,” and through these Debates led the way on to
the publication of the Sermons in hundreds of newspapers
throughout the world, nevertheless the Editor is not and never
was, much of a believer in the advantages of debating. The
Debates mentioned were valuable chiefly as entering-wedges for
the newspaper work. On the surface, it might at first appear
as though a debate would be an excellent method of presenting
the Truth to the public. Let it not, however, be forgotten that
it is also an excellent method of presenting the error to the
public. While it is true that Truth is mighty and will prevail,
nevertheless “the god of this world” has blinded the eyes of
men for eighteen centuries so thoroughly that remarkably few
even yet see the beauty and force of the great divine plan of
salvation as presented by Jesus and the Apostles. On the con-
trary, the great mass of mankind have had thoroughly drilled
into them heathen philosophy—carefully concocted theories and
superstitions—and these are well riveted and fastened from
childhood’s hour.

An audience hearing a debate have the same difficulty that
a jury has when hearing the opposing attorneys discussing the
merits of a case. Each speaker has certain talent and ability,
and each makes a certain amount of impression. It is the same
with the general readers when these debates go before them.
Those who have the truth will enjoy the presentation of it,
while those who have been scheoled and prejudiced in favor of
the error from childhood will rejoice in its presentation.

Added to this is the fact that the debates in general are in
the nature of a war of words, the disputants each seeking to
undo the other’s arguments and to prove his own, In such a
war of words the truth is at a disadvantage. Why, do you ask?

We answer, Because those who are of the truth are bound by
the Golden Rule, not only in its letter, but also in its spirit;
and their presentation of the Truth must be along absolutely
fair lines that take in the context and the spirit thereof. On
the other hand, our opponents seem to have no restrictions nor
restraints. Any kind of argument, regardless of the context, re-
gardless of the Golden Rule, regardless of everything, is con-
sidered permissible. Indeed they do not even stop to consider
such a trifling (?) matter as the Golden Rule or to exact alle-
giance to the letter and spirit of the inspired Word. Thus our
opponents always have the advantage, not because they are in-
tellectually brighter, but because they can and do use means
to bamboozle the minds of the hearers and readers. This the
advocates of the truth dare not do—have not the desire to do,
so surely as they have the Spirit of Christ.

So far as the Editor is concerned, he has no desire for fur-
ther debates. He does not favor debating, believing that it
rarely accomplishes good and often arouses anger, malice, bit-
terness, etc., in both speakers and hearers, Rather he sets be-
fore those who desire to hear it, orally and in print, the mes-
sage of the Lord’s Word and leaves to opponents such presenta-
tions of the error as they sce fit to make and find opportunity
to exploit.—Hebrews 4:12,

This should not be understood to mean that the Editor
would never again engage in a public debate, but merely that in
order to induce him to debate, his opponent would need to be a
person of so great prominence as to bring the matter to the at-
tention of everybody. Only such a consideration would be a
proper offset to the wide presentation of error thus accom-
plished. Otherwise we prefer merely to present the truth as
the Lord opens the way and to leave the presentation of error
and its circulation entirely in the hands of others,

JUDGE RUTHERFORD’S SPICY DEFENSE

Brother Rutherford, grieved by the various untruthful,
slanderous attacks upon the Editor, has prepared a pamphlet
in my defense. A copy of it has just been handed me. I have
not yet read it, though, of course, I knew of its preparation and
in a general way of its contents. I prefer not to have anything
to do with its publication. It explains Brother Rutherford’s
views as a lawyer, as a brother, and as a man who most fully
understands the entire situation. It contains some interesting
illustrations and is priced at ten cents per copy, or eight dol-
lars per hundred copies, postpaid. It is not unreasonable to ex-

pect that nearly all of our readers will be very glad to have
this pamphlet, as it will furnish them with evidence on every
point thus far brought forward by my maligners.

Orders for the pamphlets should be addressed to Judge
Rutherford, New York City, P. O. Box 51. However, we will
have a supply at THE WaTtcH Towrr Office, and, if one is order-
ing other things, this pamphlet can be supplied also. It is en-
titled, “A GREAT BATTLE IN THE ECCLESIASTICAL
HEAVENS.”
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THE NEW CREATURE’'S CONQUEST OF HIS FLESH

“Ye have put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of
Him that created him.”’—Colossians 3:9, 10.

Development is necessary to the life of the new creation.
In our text the term “old man” stands for the human will,
which once dominated the being. All who become Christians
in the Bible sense of the term not only accept Christ and
trust in him as their Savior, but devote their old will, their
old nature, to death. Thenceforth that old nature is re-
pudiated, and is no longer to control the life of the individual.

But the body of the “old man”—the fleshly tabernacle—is
still retained after the old will has been discharged and the
new will has come in. The new creature, with new impulses,
a new purpose, uses the mortal body as its servant. ‘The
new will is now master,

This new will is the will of God, or in other words, it is
a will to do God’s will. Our consecration is a consecration
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to do the will of God, to be dead to any other will, whether
our own natural will or the will of another. This includes
the dedication of everything we have or had hoped to have as
human beings. It means the laying on the altar our every
power, our every ability, our strength, our time, our pocket-
book, our influence. Those who make a covenant of sacrifice
are accepted up to the full number of the elect. They will, if
faithful unto death, receive new bodies in the resurrection.

ENOWLEDGE THE BASIS OF DEVELOPMENT

In our context the Apostle explains how this putting off
and putting on is done. This “new man”—this spirit-be-
gotten new creature—is to develop by acting upon the knowl-
edge that it gains. We had some knowledge before consecra-
tion, or we would not have thought of taking such a step.
First, the Lord permitted a measure of knowledge to come
to us. Then when we had accepted the terms and presented
ourselves for sacrifice, the Savior’s merit was imputed to us,
and we were received of God and begotten as new creatures
by his Spirit, his power; and the good work has been going
on in all those who have met the necessary conditions of de-
velopment.

Weo must grow in love. The Apostle tells us that we might
have all knowledge and yet be as nothing. Knowledge alone

will not suflice. However, knowledge is the basis of faith
and obedience, Without knowledge we could accomplish
nothing. Knowledge shows us the will of God on the one

hand and the selfishness that appertains to the fallen human
nature on the other. It shows us the love and generosity that
belong to the new nature. It shows us the Lord’s character
—the character that we are to imitate, We are to be “re-
newed in knowledge after the image of Him that created us”
—created us as new creatures.

As St. Paul expresses it elsewhere, we are to be trans-
formed—{formed over. We have a new will from the begin-
ning, but it requires some time to transform our minds. Our
minds being accustomed to reasoning along the lines of the
flesh, the old nature, it takes some length of time before they
are so entirely renewed as to view things from the divine
standpoint. But only as we thus progress can we form a
Christlike character.

RENEWING OF CHURCH AND WORLD DIFFERENT

Not only are we to have our minds renewed, but our bodies
are to be brought into subjection to the new mind, our new
will.  Because our bodies are earthly and imperfect through
the fall, we can never hope to bring them into complete sub-
serviency to the mew mind. There will always be more or
less of conflict. But we are to deaden, to treat as though
they were nothing, these desires and impulses of the depraved
flesh. Thus we make progress, being transformed day by day
into the image and likeness of our God and of his dear Son.
Those who attain this character-likeness to the Master will in
due time be granted the divine nature.

This change of mind comes only to those who are spirit-
hegotten; it does not come to the world. The Lord will deal
with the world during the incoming age. Mankind also will
need to be renewed; but theirs will not be a renewal such as
is granted {o the church. The World will need a new mind,
and must learn to overcome all their fallen tendencies, but
they will be required to give up only that which is sinful.
Their rencwal will he along the lines of restitution, a restora-
tion, to the former condition of the perfect man. They will
not have a new mind that is in conflict with human nature,
as has the church. The world will not renounce their human
nature; they are to renounce only sin and to bring their
human nature, by divine assistance then granted, up to per-
feetion.

ALL MUST ATTAIN THE LIKENESS OF GOD

In the end, we see. every being who will have everlasting
life on any plane will be in the likeness of God—the image
of God. TFather Adam in his perfection had this image:; the
holy angels have this image; Jesus had this image of the
FFather; and the church must have this image. The world,
also, by and by, must have this image of God. All must love
and serve righteousness. Wrong must always be repulsive.
ATl who attain life everlasting will see divine wisdom, justice,
love and power, and will thoroughly conform themeselves to
that standard in all their thoughts, words and deeds. All
who do not attain this image of God by the close of the next
age—the thousand vears of Christ’s reign—will be cut off from
life. without remedy.

The Lord Jesus said, “This is life eternal, that they might
know thee. the only true God. and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent.” (John 17:3) To know God means to have inti-
mate acquaintances with him, to be like him in character. to
bhe able to view matters as he views them. Only those who

WATCH TOWER

BrooxLyn, N. Y.

have the mind of God will be granted eternal life—whether
of the church now or of the world in the next age.

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN MIND AND BODY

St. Paul brings to the attention of the church the faect,
that all true Christians are new creatures in Christ (2 Corin-
thians 5:17), and therefore may be spoken of as separate and
distinet from their mortal bodies. (See verses 1 to 4 of same
chapter.) This will never be true of the world in general;
it is true only of those who are begotten of the holy Spirit.
The Lord does not judge these new creatures according to
the imperfections of their flesh, because these are covered.
They will prove the measure of their love and loyalty by the
way in which they fight against sin and the desires of the
flesh, and especially against a rebellious spirit in their own
flesh.

Each child of God has an enemy in his own body, and the
more so because our bodies through the fall have become more
or less surcharged with sin. The new creature wills to do
the Lord’s will. Hence from the time that the new creature
has an existence there is a conflict between this new creature
and the old body. The Apostle Panl declared that he brow-
beat his body, kept his body under the control of the new
mind; and he intimates that this is the only way to be a fol-
lower of the Lord Jesus.—1 Corinthians 9:27.

THE FLESH TO BE THOROUGHLY SUBJUGATED

This matter of keeping the body under had a beginning.
All our former lives we had been asking our body, What 1s
your will? What is your desire? What will please you?
Therefore it is a somewhat difficult matter now to bring the
body under the control of the new will and to be able to say,
“Thy will, O Lord, not mine, be done.” Just as a colt needs
to be broken, to be brought into subjection, so it is with our
flesh. If it is thoroughly broken, it will remain in subjection.
From time to time it will, of course, attempt to assert itseli,
but it must be conquered; for if it is not thoroughly broken and
subjugated, if it is allowed to have more or less of its own
way, there will always be danger of a runaway or of some
other difficulty, and of final catastrophe.

We are not to take the Apostle too literally when he says
that he browbeats his body. His thought is, not that we are
literally to handle our body in a rough way, to maltreat it.
as some have thought, but that we are to subjugate it, to
teach it a thorough lesson. The object of this is that the
body may learn to be a good servant of the new creature. The
Spirit of the Lord cannot quicken our mortal body until we
have first brought it into subjection. Even if the triumph
of the new creature means the quick death of the body, it
must be made submissive; for after we have decided that as
human beings our own will is not to be any longer in con-
trol, but the Lord’s will is to govern, the only thing to do
is to set to work to use our body in his service. This will be
done more or less thoroughly as we grow as new creatures.
As this battle goes on, if it is faithfully waged, our flesh b?-
comes weaker, and the new mind is renewed day by day. We
learn more fully to put our bodies under and bring them into
the service of the new will. Tt should be manifest to all that
we are secking to do the will of the Lord; and that the will
of the flesh is dead, and not to be entertained for a moment.

THE TESTING OF THE BELIEVER

The Apostle tells one reason why he kept his body under—
lest, having instructed others how they should do, he himself
should make a failure and become a castaway. Likewise with
every true Christian this is a matter of supreme importance,
and should be particularly noted by every one who is a teach-
er in the church,

In choosing a bride for his Son, the Father is making a
selection from those who accept the Gospel message and desire
to draw near to him. The first test is as to whether or not
they will make a full consecration to God. The second test
is as to whether. after they have made their consecration,
they will conquer the flesh and bring it into subjection. The
third test is as to whether they will strive always to keep
the flesh in subjection, even unto the end of the way.

The Lord is watching our course continually. His eye is
ever upon us to see to what extent we are zealous in cruci-
fying our flesh. Those who are in dead earnest in this matter
are the ones whom he is seeking. He seeks a godly seed—
those who have the disposition of the Master; and the Master’s
disposition has ever been in direct antagonism to everything
sinful.  “Thou hast loved righteousness and hated iniquity;
therefore God. even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil
of gladness above thy fellows,” was spoken by the Father of
our Lord Jesus. Moreover, the Master gladly laid down his
life in sacrifice to do the Father’s will and to save the world.
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And so the Father has, during the Gospel age, been seek-
ing for the bride of hig Son those who pre-eminently love
righteousness, who hate iniquity, and are glad to be living
sacrifices, to be used up in God’s service. In proportion as
we manifest the spirit which actuated our Lord—a love for
that which is right, a promptness to fight against all sin in
ourselves, and a spirit of loving sacrifice—we shall be copies
of God’s dear Son. If we fail to have a proper zeal and
energy in this respect, we shall be unfit to be granted the re-
ward promised—the prize of the high calling”—and shall be
rejected, be cast away.

One who had committed the sin unto death would be a
castaway in the most ahsolute sense. Even the Great Com-
pany class must prove loyal of heart and mind and must hate
sin, though cast away as regards the ‘‘prize.” The degree of
love and zeal we manifest in fighting against the weaknesses
of the flesh has much to do with the attainment of the prize,
in determining whether or not we shall be inheritors of the
highest nature with our Master—the divine nature.

We find that in our flesh there is a tendency to revive
from its cendition of reckoned deadness, and to struggle for
supremacy. Hence, as we have said, the new nature must be
continually on the alert to maintain its ascendency, to fight
the good fight of faith thut we may gain the “crown of life,”
may be overcomers in the highest sense—'“more than con-
querors.” We are in g position of great responsibility.

There are at the present time two classes in the world—
the fleshly and the spiritual. The fleshly live according to
their natural tendencies; the spiritual live by faith, contrary
to the flesh. Those who become footstep followers of Jesus
are begotten of the holy Spirit; hence they have been lifted
to a higher plane than others of mankind. To them the old
things of their past lives have passed away, have been re-
nounced, and all things have become new.

The Apostle declares that if these live after the flesh—
according to their natural inclinations and the desires and
ambitions of the world—it means that they have descended
again to the plane of the world; and they will die. It is
only if we faithfully endure. If we suffer with Christ, that
we shall reign with him. Cur sufferings with Christ are not
in the upholding of some foolishness—of wearing a certain
cut of hair, or a certain style of dress, etc—but in active
opposition to error, in living apart from the spirit of the
world and in energy and faithfulness according to opportunity,
in the spread of the truth. The Lord’s side is to be our side in
everything. This brings us into conflict with the world and
with the tendencies and proclivities of our own flesh, for we
naturally love the things that the world loves.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY AND OUR DANGER

We are not to blame the world for living according to the
flesh; for this course is the natural bent of the fallen nature.
But 1t is different with us, by reason of the faect that we have
sacrificed the carthly in order to obtain the spiritual. It
would be a disastrous matter with us if we should live after
the flesh, should sow to the flesh, instead of to the Spirit. It
is not possible for us to live fuily up to the Spirit, but it is
possible for us to make a strenuous endeavor to do so. We
can live after the Spirit, though we cannot measure up to the
perfect standard. We can do our best; we can make our
plans and arrangements in harmony with what God’s holy
Spirit would dictate and approve, as God gives us wisdom
to discern. This is the only course by which we can reach the
eternal life and glory wnich the Lord has promised to the
faithful church.

We recognize, indeed, that there are two classes which will
attain spiritual life; but enly one will be granted an abundant
entrance into the kingdom. Those who sow liberally to the
Spirit will reap the larger reward. Those who sow sparingly
will reap the smaller reward. Those who are striving to iive
in full harmony with God. and contrary to everything that is
in opposition to God, seeking by praver and the siudy of the
Word to ascertain his will, shall win the promised prize.—
Philippians 2:14.

But those who have been spirit-begotten, and who then live
accordiny to the flesh. are not to expeet any reward—not
even restitution.  There can he nothing for them but the
second death.  They have had their choice for life and have
abused it.  Christ came to give one full, individual ovpor-
tunity to cach and all—and only one. God gave Adam an op-
portunity for cverlasting life, but he was then inexperienced
with sin and its consequences: hence, he is to be granted in his
awakening an opporfunitv equal to that given the remainder
of the world. Christ died to redeem all, and thus to give to
all mankind, in due time. a full, fair opportunity for life
eternal, after experience with the nature and the results of sin.

The church are having their trial now, The class, which
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i8 now receiving its opportunity, is limited. None can come
to the full degree of responsibility, except those who have
the clear enlightenment and special opportunities now granted
to only a comparatively few. These, after having once been
begotten of the holy Spirit, must gain spiritual life, or else
fail altogether and go into the second death.

In the next age the world will be brought forth from the
tomb—the death state—in an imperfect, blemished condition.
The great Mediator will be in charge of the world’s inter-
ests, having then made satisfaction to Justice on their behalf.
It will be his mission to help mankind up to perfection—all
who will. But any who continue to live, or to attempt to live,
after the ginful cravings of their fallen flesh will eventually
be destroyed; for those who prefer sin, after coming to a clear
knowledge of the difference between good and evil, and hav-
ing access to all needed assistance to rise out of their fallen
estate, will be cut off as cumberers of the ground and cor-
rupters of the earth. Those who during the incoming age
would attain eternal life on the human plane nmst seek to
live in harmony with God’s law, with righteousness; and thus
they will reach full perfection and restitution, under the
guidance and assistance of The JMessiah,

THE SPECIAL BATTLES OF THE CHURCH

But much more glorious than even this is the prospeet be-
fore those who are now faithfully runnine the race for the
prize of the high calling, held out to the chureh! 'There are,
however, enemies vet to be vanquished, and vietories to he
gained, if we would receive the crown., Until the final battle
is fought, we must not relax our vigilance for a monent nor
lay aside one piece of our armor,

Considering particularly what are some of the battles of
the new creature, we realize that many of them pertain to
the weaknesses of the flesh through heredity-——sin working in
our mortal bodies, seeking to hring us into captivity. After we
have become new creatures, the gross sins of the ilesh gradu-
ally become distasteful even to those onee in hondage to them.
When these are conquered, a great victory has been won. But
there are subtle sins that lurk in the flesh of all those who
have become the Lord’s; and these dispositions hide them-
selves in such a manner that they frequently deceive the new
will, which needs to Le educated up to a clear appreciation of
the principles of righteousness.

It is an advance lesson in the school of Christ that hatred
of a brother is murder, that we are not only to hate the act
of murder, but also the murder spirit, and are so fully to
cast out this spirit as to have nothing but love and kindly
wishes in the heart toward others, even our cnemies,  Oalv
the more advanced and betier driiled pupils in the school of
Christ see clearly and distinctly the meaning of tite Apostle’s
words when he denominates anger (fleshly wrath), malice,
hatred, strife, envyiugs, and evil speakings, as the works of
the devil. These must be fought to the finish,

ATl the children of God must come to see that “love work-
eth no ill to his neighhor” nor does it wislh ill.  We must seo
that such evil disposition originates in the mind, in the heart;
and as soon as the true soldier of the cross perceives any of
these sins manifesting themselves outwardly or Iurking in his
heart, he will begin a vigorous campaign against them, and
will go to the throne of grace for the promised grace to help
in time of need. Only thus can the child of God keep his
record clear and retain the Lord’s favor and Dblessing,

Let each of us then, dearly beloved, apply carnestly to our-
selves these leseons. Let us diligently follow the example of
the beloved Apostle Paul. and “kecp under” our bodtes, lest
we hecome castaways. Let us keep ever before our minds the
thought that we have “put off the old man with his dveds;”
and that we have “put on the new man.” and arve now on trial
for life or death eternal; that we are beine tested, are being
given the opportunity to prove the sincerity and depth of
our consecration to the Lord. Surely this will snur us on and
encrgize us to faithfulness. Tet us remember that the keep-
ing under of our hody appertaing to food and drink, to the
clothing we wrar, to the way we spend our conscerated time,
to our everv thoucht, word and deed,

These bhattlings of the new mind against the floeh are a
“orood fight”—ocood in the sense that they are fichtines against
the intrenched weaknesses and hesetments of the fullen nature,
against temptation from within and without. thst appeal to
us as human heines.  They arve a “ficht of faith” becanse the
entire course of the mnew ereature is one of faith: for “we
walk by faith, not hy sight.” We could never succeed in this
ficht unaided. TIfence we must keep very close to the Lord.
We must “wateh and pray,” putting on and keeping securely
fastened to us the whole armor of God. The time i3 short
in which to complete this work in ourselves. Then let us
be diligent!
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THE “CROWN OF LIFE"—WHO WILL RECEIVE IT?

“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation; for when he is tried, he shall receive the crowm of life, which the Lord hath
promised to them that love Him.”’—James 1:12.

The ahove words of the Apostle James are a part of an
earnest exhortation to all the church of God scattered abroad.
“Blessed is the man who endureth [with fortitude] tempta-
tion.” Those who do not love the Lord with all their hearts,
in whom self or some other idol has first place, will be se-
duced by the world, the flesh or the devil into some form of
rebellion against the divine Word or divine providences, They
will have schemes, theories or desires which they will prefer
to the Lord’s plan and way; and their own theories, plans
and ways will be found, when analyzed, to be based upon
selfishness and ambition or an evil spirit of envy, hatred,
jealousy, pride, ete. Tt is only such as endure such tempta-
tions and besetments with fortitude, by the grace of God
conquering and subduing the fleshly mind, that will receive
the promised crown,

The Apostle here speaks of the final reward as being “the
crown of life” It might be possible to view this matter of
the crown of life from different standpoints; for instance, to
think of life as being a crowning blessing, on whatever plane
of being. Those who will be brought into the Lord’s favor
during the Millennial age will, after the close of that age, if
proven worthy, gain everlasting life. In other words, they
will be crowned with a life which will be endless, The ancient
worthies will have this life everlasting. They will be crowned
with life. Life, perfect, unending, is the greatest blessing
God could bestow. Then the little flock will be especially
crowned with life; for they will have life on the superior
plane, the life of the divine nature-—the nature of Jehovah;
life in the very highest form will be their crown. So we think
of all these things as heing crowns of life when all have been
tested and proven to the end of their course.

THE CROWN ABOVE ALL OTHERS

But we have reason to suppose that St. James is here re-
ferring to the church, the bride of Christ, the most blessed
of all humanity. The church is now especially on trial. This
trial of our love, endurance, faith, patience, is for the pur-
pose of demonstrating which of us will be found worthy of
the chiefest of all blessings—the divine nature, which God
hag promised to those who love him—Ilove him more than they
love houses or lands or bonds, more than they love wife or
husband or parents or children or self, or any other Kking.
God will have a reward for others, also; but it will not be
this highest crown, which he offers to the bride of his Son
alone.

What constitutes the temptation spoken of in our text?
The answer of the Scriptures is that the Lord has said there
will come trials and temptations—disciplinings—to those who
are his, to develop their character, to prove their steadfast-
ness and loyalty. Without trials and temptations our al-
legiance to God would never be shown. Self-love might be

reigning in our hearts, and we would not recognize it unless
it were demonstrated. It is very easy to think how much we
love the Lord and how much we would like to do for him.
Then comes the temptation to sloth, and to do something for
ourselves instead of for the Lord. It is easy for us to think
we love his will, and to sing:

“I love thy will, O God.”
Then we are severely tried on that line, and we sometimes
find out that our love for His will needs yet farther develop-
ment and greater fixity.

Our covenant with the Lord is to love him with all our
heart, mind, soul and strength and to love our neighbor as
ourselves. We are to live up to this standard in the spirit
of our minds so far as we are able by divine assistance, trust-
ing to the merit of the precious blood to cover our unavoid-
able deficiencies. Yea, we are to “lay down our lives for the
brethren.” The temptation comes to love other things more,
to love self more than we love God and the brethren, 'The
Lord permits these trials and temptations and difficulties to
come to us, The way we meet these, we think, will have much
to do in deciding whether we shall be worthy of the highest
crown of life.

THE CROWN OF LIFE AFTER THE TRIAL

“When he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life.” The
expression, *when he is tried,” does not mean one frial mere-
ly; but our entire experience is spoken of as a trial, a test
of loyalty. Our whole life is a matter of trial or testing to
see how sincere we are, how fully we love the Lord, what we
are willing to sacrifice, in harmony with our covenant. “When
he is tried,” then, means, when his trial is over. Then he will
receive the “crown of life.” He will not get it before. That
would not necessarily mean, however, that he would get the
crown the minute the trial was over—as soon as his sacrifice
was completed in death. Jesus slept until the third day before
he received his crown. The Apostles and others slept for many
centuries before they received theirs.

It does not mean, either, that the very minute or the very
day on which the Christians had fully demonstrated his faith-
fulness to the Lord he would immediately fall asleep or would
be instantly ushered into honor and immortality by the glor-
ious change of the first resurrection. The Lord might have
further purposes of usefulness, etc., in regard to his children
before their sacrifices would be completed.

So with every phase of our trial and testing there should
be a demonstration of our loyalty. Let the trials come, then,
and let them continue to come. No matter what our natural
infirmities may be, we shall be granted grace suflicient; and
we are expected to be loyal under all conditions, at all times,
until the end.

DEVELOPMENT AS NEW CREATURES IN CHRIST

“Strong meat belongeth to them who are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their semses ewvercised to discern
both good and evil.”—Hebrews 5:14.

The Apostle here scems to have in mind some who are
bahes in Christ, some who have immature conceptions of God
and his plan, who lack spiritual development, contrasting
them with others who are more developed, who have become
men in Christ Jesus—who are “of full age,” as St, Paul ex-
presses it, mature in Christian attainment. “Strong meat”
belongs to these. The Apostle has given a reproof to some
who, considering the length of time they have been in Christ,
should have been strong in the faith. in doctrine, in spiritual
life, and should be qualified to teach others. Yet still they
were children, needing others to teach them again the first
principles of the doctrine of Christ, needing still to be fed
on milk, even vet not able to assimilate “strong meat.”

Beginners who have not long known Christ, who are new in
respect to the truths of God’s plan, are not to be choked with
strong meat. These may be fed upon the simpler truths, which
they can assimilate. They need “the sincere milk of the Word,
that they may grow thereby.” Some of the Lord’s people,
who have been longer in the way, in talking with the newly
consecrated unwisely begin to tell them the truths regarding
immortality. trinity, etc., before they are able to digest them.
These are giving strong meat to babes, and are liable to drive
them away from the table of the Lord, giving them spiritual
dyspepsia, so that they are unable longer to eat even of the
simpler food furnished by the Lord.

For those who are only beginners in the good way, there
is plenty of food in God’s Word of the more easily digestible
sort; food which should he helpful to new creatures in Christ
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who are just beginning to walk in the narrow path. We are
not to understand, however, that they are to continue for quite
a period of time to live exclusively on milk. As they begin
to grow and develop on a milk diet, they may be given some-
what stronger food, until after a time they will be able to
digest the stronger features of the truth, and to draw nourish-
ment from them. Some develop and are able to digest strong
meat much more rapidly than others. Those who have not
been falsely taught regarding Scriptural doctrines, who have
not been steeped for many years in the errors brought into
the church during the dark ages, are often much more ready
and able to grasp the truth on these subjects than are those
who have been long under the blinding influence of error along
these lines,

SYSTEMATIC STUDY NECESSARY

Those who are of humble, teachable mind, seeking a *‘thus
gaith the Lord” for all they accept, not trying to uphold any
theories of their own, but to follow only the Lord, can gener-
ally, by taking the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES and their
Bible, and taking up the plan step by step, in a systematiec,
orderly manner, as it is presented, proving every statement
by the sure Word of God, see the truth regarding these funda-
mental doctrines with little difficulty. In this way they gain
a comprehensive view of the whole plan of God, and can see
how its various features fit and dovetail into one another;
this would be impossible if they heard first only a portion of
the plan, disassociated from the rest.
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For this reason it is well to urge the newly interested one
to read and prove for himself, and not endeavor to explain
too much through conversation. Much harm is often done
thus by well-meaning friends, in their zeal to have the be-
ginner grasp it all at once, which is impossible; and often
their efforts result in confusing the mind of the one seeking
the Truth.

SPIRITUAL EYESIGHT A MATTER OF GROWTH

. As we look at a little babe, we see that it can crow, can
kick a little, can cry somewhat, and to a certain extent can
see objects. It has a certain amount of appreciation of things
beautiful, of things terrorizing, of things happifying. But
it does not see things very clearly nor comprehend them. If
we pass our hand before its eyes, it apparently has not a
focus. As with young kittens, which cannot tell what is near
and what is far off, so with beginners, babes, in spiritual
matters. The younger ones in their attempt to study God’s
Word, are apt to go tripping along through it, and think they
see this or that. They cannot be entrusted with important
truths at first; for they would be pretty certain to be
stumbled.

But as these grow older, they can “rightly divide” the
truth, they can distinguish truth from error, they can tell
what would be hurtful and what would be helpful. Even a
child that burns itself at the fire learns to look out for that
which will burn, and learns to approach the fire very care-
fully, very judiciously. As all this is true as relates to tem-
poral matters, and as the sense of appreciation and compre-
hension develops in the babe, so in babes in Christ, there is a
development of the sense of appreciation and ability to com-
prehend the heights and depths and lengths and breadths of
God’s wisdom and love, and the fulness and grandeur of his
great plan with all its varied features.

NECESSARY FOOD ALWAYS IN ‘‘DUE SEASON’’

To gain this appreciation, it is necessary, not only to read
the truth, but to think upon it, to make it our own, to strive
carnestly to conform our lives to it. It is better of course,
for one to merely read so many pages or chapters of the Bible
than to read some worthless thing; but to simply read a cer-
tain amount in the Bible without understanding accomplishes
little. The Bible needs to be studied; and the Lord has never
left his people without teachers of his own choosing, who were
able to lead the dear sheep of the great Shepherd’s fold into
the green pastures where they could ohtain whatever food was
needed at that time. As the gradual unfolding of truth in
its times and seasons has added to the quantity and variety
of food required by the flock of God for their proper nourish-
ment, it has been supplied by him through instrumentalities
which he has raised up for the purpose in due season.

The real saints of God have never been left without all
needed supplies in every age. In our own day more truth
has unfolded than at any previous period of the church’s
history. More and richer food is now necessary, to strengthen
the church for the peculiar conditions and testings of this
day; and more has been supplied. But as we have stated,
and as the Apostle in our text shows, there are various degrees
of development in the church of Christ; and some have been
accepted from the world in these latter days to take the
places of some who have through unfaithfulness lost their
crowns. Hence the wisdom that cometh from above is re-
quired to feed and nourish these weaker ones properly.

FIRST LESSONS IN SCHOOL
In a school there are lessons arranged according to the
ability and comprehension of the pupils. When the primary
lessons in spelling are given, the teacher begins with small,

THE WATCH TOWER

(152-159)

simple words, instead of long words. Such words as c-o-w,
cow; c-a-t, cat, are given first. A teacher who is wise and
understands her business would not think of starting little
children out with such a word as “prognostication,” or “hip-
popotamus.,” The pupil would first be given more simple and
easily comprehensible words. Object lessons, by pictures, ete,,
are also used at first to attract the eye, and thus to assist
the child mind.

And so with religious matters. Those who would give
proper instructions to others must be qualified to teach. 'The
Lord has placed the various members in the body of Christ
“as it hath pleased him.” To some he has given apostles and
workers of miracles; to others evangelists and teachers and
pastors. In the early history of the church, in its infantile
condition, miracles—object lessons and proofs to the eye, to
the ear, the outward physical senses—were necessary, and
hence were supplied. As the church became established, these
outward evidences in connection with the truth passed away.

The Apostle Paul says, “When I was a child, I spake as a
child, I thought as a child, I understood as a child; but u{hen
I became a man I put away childish things.” (1 Corinthians
13:11) And so with every true follower of Christ. As he
grows and develops, step by step, as his senses become exer-
cised to discern good and evil—what is true, what is rlght,
what is profitable, what is comprehended in the glorious high
calling of the church, what is included in full consecration to
Christ—he more and more puts away his childish views, his
immature conceptions, and becomes educated and advanced
in the things of God—the deep things. A beginner, who had
not learned to study the Word of God, could take it and
get out of it things that would be really harmful to him. One
must learn to take Bible truths in their setting—to see what
they mean, how they apply, to whom they apply, ete.—or all
will be confusion and contradiction. One can bring sweet
music from an instrument only when he learns how to manipu-
late the keys. how to combine the various chords; otherwise
only discord is the result.

RESPONSIBILITY OF THOSE LONG IN THE WAY

There are certain principles laid down in the Bible. We
need to get a grasp on these principles and apply them in our
daily lives. 'There is the principle of justice—a foundation
principle. This principle must be recognized and practiced
before we are in a proper condition to build upon this founda-
tion the principles of love, mercy, gentleness, etc., all of Wh'l-(‘h
must be incorporated into our lives, our characters as child-
ren of God. We need to learn what justice means, what true
love means. The standards; of the world along these lines
have become much perverted, and we need to be properly
taught from the only authoritative source—the Word of God.
We must learn how to apply these principles.

Those who have been for some time drinking from the
fountain of truth, and feeding at the table of the Lord, where
the food is pure, unadulterated, nourishing, should be fully
established in the first principles of the doctrine of Christ.
Much of the superstructure of “gold, silver and precious
stones” should be already erected, and the good work of
character-building should be progressing steadily day by day.
We should be firmly rooted and grounded in Christ, so that
nothing can move us. We should be able to discern clearly
between truth and error on every important point. We should
be so loyal to the Lord and his Word that we shall rejoice
in the glorious privilege of proclaiming it at every suitable
opportunity. We should know what we believe and why we
believe it. and be courageous and uncompromising in declar-
ing the truth which has so blessed our own hearts and lives.

DIRECTIONS FOR STARTING BACILLUS LACTINE CULTURE

Crush one tablet of whatever preparation is used and stir
into one quart of good, sweet milk which has been brought
to blood heat. Cover, and put in a warm place until it be-
comes a firm clabber. This will require about twenty-four
hours in winter, less time in summer unless kept in a cool
place. Then shake, beat or churn for a few minutes, and
put the jar in a cool place. It is ready for use as soon as it
is shaken, but improves by standing awhile. Shake or churn
as often as served, that it may be perfectly smooth.

After you are satisfied that the buttermilk is as good as
can be made with the tablets, discontinue their use, and sub-

stitute a good half teaspoonful of the buttermilk for each
quart of milk, and treat in the same manner. Should your
buttermilk—from overheating the milk, or from any other
cause—be injured or become unpalatable, it will be necessary
to go through the same process as at first, with a fresh tablet,
If regularly, properly made, there will never be reason for
renewal of tablet.

“Directions for Use” usually—perhaps always—state that
pasteurized milk cannot be used to prepare the buttermilk.
Six months’ daily experience has demonstrated that this is a
mistaken idea.

LA GRIPPE AND TYPHOID FEVER REMEDIES

One of the simplest we know of for La Grippe and Typhoid
Fever, especially in their earlier stages, is to put the bulk of

a pea of cayenne pepper into a little milk, stir it thoroughly
and swallow it. Do this twice a day for about three days.
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FORGIVENESS IS BLESSED

JUNE 13.—PsaLm 32.

SINS FORGIVHN, COVERED, BLOTTED OUT—INIQUITY NOT IMPUTED-—THE GUILELESS SPIRIT—WHO MAY PRAY FOR FORGIVENESS—

UNDER THE COVENANT OF GRACE—UNDER THE NEW COVENANT

SOME SINS NOT FORGIVABLE BUT EXPIABLE—‘LET

THEM PRAY OVER HIM”—MORTAL SIN OR SIN UNTO DEATH.

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin 1is covered.”—Verse 1.

The Scriptures bring to our attention the thought that
sins may he forgiven in the sense that God will not continue
to treat us as sinners, the sins, however, remaining to be
dealt with—merely covered. They also show that the time
for actually blotting out sins is in the future, not in the
present lite.  To illustrate: The Christian who has trans-
gressed divine Jaw quite unintentionally and entirely through
inherited weaknesses may promptly go to God for forgiveness
through the Redeemer, and is assured that his sin is covered,
that God will not rememher it against him nor treat him as a
sinner, hecause Jesus Christ the righteous made full atonement
for such sin,

There is another clasgs of sin, partly of weakness and
heredity, and partly assented to by the mind. This we might
term a mixed sin. The Lord, in forgiving this sin, will restore
the joys of his countenance to his child and entirely cover
or overlook the transgression in proportion as it was unwilful,
unintentional, through ignorance; but he will punish that por-
tion which was of knowledge and connivance or assent of the
mind,

There is still another kind of sin, which the Bible describes
as a wilful sin—against light, against knowledge. This is
hecause the light of knowledge and truth is the light of God’s
Spirit of truth: and whoever wilfully transgresses it trans-
gresses the Spirit of truth.  Such sin Jesus declared has never
forgiveness, neither in this age nor in the age to come. (Mat-
thew 12:32) But this does not mean that the individual
will be punished for it forever. Tt simply means what it says
—that such sin cannot be forgiven and could only be expiated.
Tf. however, it were a sin against full light, the expiation
would mean the second death. We have reason to beliceve
that on account of our inherited weaknesses and unholy en-
vironment, nearly all sins committed hy God’s people may be
classed as mixed sins—only partly wilful.

In any event. a man who realizes his transgression for-
given and his sin covered must have great peace and joy
toward the Lord, and blessing that is beyond description, He
may, however, at the same time, carrv the marks of those
forgiven sins in his body to his dying day; and he may per-
haps he troubled with aches and pains and with various
diseases as a result of sins that are forgiven—to his dying
moment. The sins, therefore, are not blotted out all that
while, although they are forgiven. The marks of them are
seen in his flesh or his mind or in whatever way they have
blemished him.

St. Peter tells us that our sins are to be blotted out fully
at the second coming of Christ. We can readily see how
this will be; for the promise to the church is that in the
resurrection they will be given perfect bodies: that which is
in part and imperfect will be done away, and that which is
perfect will be theirs forever in the body of the resurrection—
“sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised
in power: sown an animal body, raised a spiritual body.”—
1 Corinthians 15:43, 44.

CONDITIONS FOR FORGIVENESS

Much confusion of thought prevails respecting the condi-
tions upon which forgiveness of sins may be expected. This
is not the fault of the Bible, which makes the matter very
clear and very plain. Tt is the fault of our confused theologies,
which have mixed up everything for us. To understand the
matter we must remember that the whole world, as the children
of Adam, rest under divine sentence of death. with no offer of
hope direetly made to them. The Lord’s people have a revela-
tion from him. informing them that God purposes great things
for the world by and hy through Messinh's kingdom, but that
these are not applicable to them at the present time. The
mereies and favors of God, including forgiveness of sins, are
all confined for the present to those who come into covenant
relationship with God.

What is meant by covenant relationship? some may ask.
We reply that God entered into a covenant with the Jewish
nation, through Moses as the mediator of their Law Cove-
nant. A part of that arrangement was that on the basis of
certain sacrifices for sing—sacrifices of bulls and goats—God
entered into a covenant, or bargain, with that nation. ‘I'hese
sacrifices of bulls and goats every year on the Day of Atone-
ment, imputed to the nation forgiveness of sins for that year;
that all the people might be in relationship with God. Thus
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they had the right to come to God in prayer in respect to any
matter of God’s promise or in respect to the forgiveness of
their sing, as in the case of David.

But this privilege did not extend to the Gentiles—it was
merely an arrangement made with the Jews. And even with
the Jews it was only a typical arrangement. It foreshadowed
the permanent arrangement of this Gospel age, based upon
the “hetter sacritices” of the antitypical Moses—Jesus,

Since the time of Jesus another covenant has been opened,
while the Law Covenant may be said to be inoperative for
the present. The covenant now applicable to Christians is
called seripturally a Covenant of Sacrifice {(Psalm 50:5), or a
Covenant of Grace. 1t is a Covenant of Sacrifice because all
who enter into this covenant with God sacrifice their earthly
rights and interests, accepting instead the spiritual blessings,
which God has promised and which they can see with the eye
of faith.

Jesus was the first one who made the Covenant of Sacrifice.
IToly, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners, he pre-
sented his body a living sacrifice to God, saying, “Lo! 1 come,
as in the volume of the Book it is written of me, to do thy
will, O my God.” (Psalm 40:7, 8; Hebrews 10:7) Thus he
surrendered his will, and with it everything and every power
he possessed. During the three and a half years of his
ministry, he zealously carried out this covenant unto death,
even the death of the cross. For this cause God highly exalted
him, giving him the perfection of the spirit nature, to which
he attained at his resurrection——glory, honor and immortality
forever—TPhil. 2:8-11.

The work of this Gospel age is to call out from amongst
the sinner race such as may have a similar spirit, or disposi-
tion, to that which Jesus had. None, like him, are holy,
harmless, undefiled separate from sinners; but what they lack
in this respect is made up to them by the imputation of the
merit of Jesus so that, as the Apostle declares, they are
accepted of God in the Beloved One. And being thus accepted,
they are privileged to enter into the same Covenant of Saeri-
fice which Jesus entered into. With him, they say to the
Father, Lo! we present ourselves in harmony with everything
written in your book, to do your will even unto death. It is
the same covenant! and in describing this, the Apostle declares
that we walk in Jesus’ steps and fill up that which is behind
of the afllictions of Christ.—1 Pet. 2:21; Col. 1:24.

Many seem not aware that only such as are in covenant
relationship with God have any right to go to God in prayer,
to ask either forgiveness of sins or anything else. Neverthe-
less, this must be clear to every one who will think on the
subject. God declares that he heareth not sinners, and that he
has made only one provision whereby any may come to him.
Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life. “No man cometh
unto the Father but by me,” he declares. (John 14:6) Iie is
the Advocate for those who become his disciples and who en-
gage to walk in his steps; but he is not the Advocate for the
world—merely for the special class, his followers. In due
time, at the close of this age and the opening of the Millen-
nium, he will become the Mediator for the whole world, will
make satisfaction for all their sins, and will take over every
member of the race under his divine supervision. His Media-
torial kingdom is arranged with this in view. Even then, the
world will not go to the Father with their sins nor with their
prayers, but merely go to the great Mediator hetween God and
men—between God and the world. They will have blessings
and favors then abundantly, under the arrangement provided;
but they can have nothing now. The only ones who can get
God’s favors at the present time are those who come by the
appointed way—through the Covenant of Sacrifice,

THE ADVOCATE’S ONLY TERMS

With false ideas in our minds respecting the penalty for
sin—with the idea that it is to be eternal torment—many
imagine the Lord Jesus sitting tearfully and dejectedly, wait-
ing for sinners to show the slightest sign of repentance, when
he would fly to their relief and accept them without any par-
ticular terms or conditions, Nothing could be further from
the truth—mnothing could be further from the teaching of the
Bible. On the contrary, if the sinner thinks of turning from
sin to God and comes to Jesus to inquire if he will be his
Advocate with the Father and make him satisfactory and
acceptable, he is promptly told that he can have this privilege
only on certain fixed conditions,
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The conditions are stipulated-——he must become a disciple
of Christ. And this means all that the Master declared say-
ing, “If any man will come after me [be my disciple], let
him deny himself [sacrifice his own will], and take up his
cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) There is no short
cut. There are no other terms, and Jesus does not urge any
one to accept these terms.

Misinformed evangelists may, in the name of the Lord,
urge and make different terms; but they are that far away
from the authorized message of God’s Word. On the con-
trary, Jesus said to some in his time, “Sit down and count
the cost”—be not hasty; know well what you are doing, and
fully determine the matter before you undertake the respon-
sibilities of discipleship. It is better not to vow than, after
having vowed, to break the vow. It is better not to put your
hand to the plow to become a servant of the Lord than, after
taking these vows and entering the service, either to turn
back or even to look back, as implying a half-hearted service.

Some one may perhaps suggest that if these views were
generally accepted, there would be far fewer professed Chris-
tians in the world. We agree to this; but we insist that
the Christians would be of a better standard, more acceptable
to the Lord. The Lord declares, “Strait is the gate and nar-
row is the way that leadeth unto life [in the present time],
and few there be that find it.” These few are to constitute
the kingdom class, the bridesclass, and with Christ are to be
the divine agency for blessing all the families of the earth
during the thousand years of Christ’s reign.

Another point that might be worthy of notice is that when
we first come to tne Lord, it is not necessary to pray for for-
giveness of original sin. He informs us that all the arrange-
ments are made, completed, for those who desire to accept his
terms and become his disciples. All, therefore, we have to do
is to go to the Lord intelligently, thoughtfully, and tell him
how glad we are that he has made these arrangements; and
that we gladly accept the terms of discipleship, with the
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promise that his grace shall be sufficient for us, and with his
assurance that all things shall work together for good to the
called ones according to his purpose.

It is after these have come into covenant relationship with
God that they have need to pray for the forgiveness of their
trespasses—their sins of omission or commission conflicting
with their covenant of consecration and the divine require-
ments. Thus this class is privileged to offer the Lord’s
Prayer, “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us.” These trespasses thus to be forgiven do
not include the original sin. That was forgiven freely for all
those who accepted Christ and came under this new covenant-
arrangement. ‘I'he trespasses are our failures to come up to
the standard required of the Lord after his grace has freed us
from the transgressions that are past.

St. James calls our attention to some of the Lord’s people
who might become sin-sick to such an extent that they would
not have access to the throre of grace themselves. Because of
carelessness of living, neglect of duties and privileges, disre-
gard of their covenant obligations, a cloud between them and
the Father comes thick and dark. They are unable to pene-
trate this cloud. Their prayers seem not to reach the Father.
He is hiding his face from them. Theirs is an extreme case.
Through the Apostle the Lord says that if any one shall turn
such a transgressor—a Christian who has gotten into such a
wrong condition—from the error of his way, he will save a
soul from death and hide a multitude of sins.

The Apostle tells the procedure. The sin-sick one should
realize his need, so that he would call upon the clders of the
church—the senior Christian brethren. He should confess to
them his fault or whatever he believes has had to do with
separating him from the Lord’s favor. They in turn, as mem-
bers of the body of Christ, may intercede for him to the Lord
and may anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord; and
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him, and the
TLord shall raise him up to spiritual health and strength.

BETTER HEALTH—LONGER LIFE

While it is true that the Lord’s consecrated people should
look forward with joy to their “change” at death, nevertheless
it is quite proper that as long as they do live, they should
keep their bodies in reasonably good condition, so that their
service for the Lord, for the brethren, for their families and
all men may be as efficient as possible, These are sufficient
reasons for our publishing the advice below, Additionally,
however, the Lord’s people are interested in the welfare of the
world and in everything that will assist mankind. Especially
are we expecting simple, helpful knowledge of how to live, be-
cause we believe that we are already forty years into the great
Millennial period, and that light on every subject is being
granted accordingly.

* * *

It has long been mnoted by physicians that many of the
ailments of life are due to diseased conditions of the bowels.
To offset this many are using enemas, sometimes styled in-
ternal bath. These help some, but are inconvenient, only
palliative, and evidently are not in line with the laws of na-
ture. Proper food should keep the system in proper order.

Only recently has it been learned that there are healthful
and also injurious bacteria. For instance, the fine butter
flavor of first-class butter is found to result from the presence
of a certain kind of bacteria, which now is cultivated and
obtainable commercially. On the other hand, that which
makes other butter rancid is an undesirable species of bac-
teria, not only unpleasant to the taste, but injurious to the
system. Similarly, in the secretions of the mouth, the throat
and the alimentary canal, bacteria live—some good, health-
ful, others injurious.

It has been found that there is a species of bacteria as-
sociated with putridity which is highly injurious. Hence the
impropriety of eating putrid food, which is apt to foster dis-
ease, especially in persons of low vitality. It has been dis-
covered that such bacteria infest the bowels, producing gas

or fiatulence and hindering the food eaten from giving back
the proper nourishment and strength. This bacteria produc-
ing putridity is associated sometimes with constipation and
sometimes with diarrhoea. In any event, it is undesirable.
A relief from this difficulty has been found-—good bacteria
which, driving out and taking the place of the bacteria of
putridity, tends to make the bowels clean and healthy, and to
favor digestion and general health.

This new bacteria came to the attention of the world in
recent years through noting that the people of Bulgaria are
extremely healthy and long-lived. The cause for their good
health was sought and found. Not only do they eat plain
food, but the Bulgarians use a great deal of sour milk, which
contains the healthful bacteria. Not cverybody is aware of
the fact that, while ordinary ferments are injurious, the
proper ferment of milk is very healthful.

Sour milk is being prepared under various names; for in-
stance, Bulgarzoon, Lactobacilline, Fermilac and other prepar-
ations. These cultures are sold in tablet and liquid forms.
Put into sweet milk according to directions, they germinate
and produce what much resembles buttermilk, but is much
better than the average buttermilk. The only difficulty about
these is the expense. On page 5689 we give directions where-
by each reader may start his own culture of this helpful
bacteria, Bacillus Lactine, by using only one of the tablets
purchased.

The drinking of this milk needs to be continued with some
regularity, at least once each day or, perferably, three times,
until the bowels are thoroughly cleansed and the culture,
Bacillus Lactine, gets well established in the system. Tt is a
peculiarity of this Bacillus Lactine that it passes through the
stomach into the howels without being digested. In very
chronic cases it is recommended that the sour milk be used
as an enema or internal bath, following a regular water
enema, or injection,

A NEW CURE FOR PNEUMONIA

Doctor Park, in the Medical Record Journal, tells that he
has discovered a new treatment for pneumonia, which seems
to effect a cure every time. His published statement, intended
for physicians, is briefly stated as follows:

“In 2 ounces of chemically pure distilled water I dissolved
15 grains each of sodium salicylate and the soluble phosphate
of iron. This solution is sterilized by heat, and on cooling
there is added 15 minims of saturated calcium-creosote mix-
ture, the whole then being passed through a small laboratory
porcelain filter. The injections are made through the skin,

with an all-glass syringe, using a 27-gauge needle, into one
of the large veins of the forearm. Great care, of course, is
taken with the asepsis and also to be sure that the needle
is within the vein. If it is properly inserted there will be
absolutely no pain. If pain is felt, it means that the needte
has gone into the muscle instead, and the injection must in-
stantly be stopped and a new trial made. There may be a
momentary flushing of the face and occasionally a temporary
nausea. The dose varies from 2 to 5 c.c,, according to cir-
cumstances. The injection must be made very slowly.”
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PRAYERS THAT ARE HEARD

JUNE 20.—PsaLm 141.

MANY MAY WORSHIP, FEW MAY PRAY—ONLY THE SANCTIFIED IN JESUS CHRIST—THEIR FREQUENT NEEDS—GOD'S EAR OPEN"—
THEIR PRAYERS ARISE AS INCENSE TO HIM-—LEARNING TO PRAY—WHAT TO PRAY FOR—WATCHING FOR ANSWERS—THE
BREATH OF LIFE SPIRITUAL,

“Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me.”—V. 9.

When we think of the greatness of the Creator, Maker of
Heaven and earth and all therein, and when we think of our
own littleness, our weaknesses and imperfections, we are
amazed that our God has made any provision whereby even
the best of his creatures might hold communion with him in
prayer. We should not fail to note the difference between wor-
ship and praise, which anybody may render to the Lord, and
prayers and supplications, which are acceptable only from
the Lord’s consecrated people and their children while still
minors,

To illustrate: It is one thing that the populace may cheer
a governor or a King, may remove their hats or bow their
heads, but it is quite another thing for that same conglomera-
tion of people to be received by the king or the governor into
association as his friends or to have communion with him,
to tell him about their matters, to have his counsel and guid-
ance, So, while God has an interest in the whole world of
mankind, a deep interest, it is not the same interest that he
has in his church. And by his church we mean, not any sect
or party or denomination, but those individuals who, regard-
less of sectarian lines, have entered into a bheart covenant
with the Lord, renouncing their own wills and accepting, in-
stead, the will of God in Christ. These are the Bible church,
whose names are written in heaven. (Hebrews 12:23) These
are the ones addressed in the Bible as the saints of God, and
respecting whom it is declared, “All things are yours; . ...
and ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.””—1 Corinthians
3:21-23.

This church of God, in all the world, is not numerically
strong. As the Bible says, it contains not many rich, nor
many wise, not many learncd, but chiefly the poor of this
world, rich in faith, heirs of the kingdom. (1 Corinthians
1:26; James 2:5) Their reigning, their power and their con-
trol in the world’s affairs will not come until they shall have
experienced the resurrection change, and Messiah’s kingdom
shall be fully inaugurated. Then these shall live and reign
with Christ a thousand years.—Revelation 20:4.

WHO MAY PRAY

Strangely enough, many seem to have gotten the thought
that anybody, at any time, may rush into the presence of the
Almighty God with his requests. The intimation even seems
to be that God is unhappy because people do not come to him
thus. Such views of prayer indicate a lack of Bible study,
Bible information. The Bible teaches that prayer is a great
privilege.

Jesus declared, “No man cometh unto the Father but by
me.”  Furthermore, he indicated the restrictions upon those
who would approach the Father through him—they must be
his disciples; and to become his disciples, they must take upon
themselves certain obligations or vows. They must renounce
their own wills, and accept the will of Jesus. They must lay
all upon the altar; otherwise they cannot be accepted, cannot
be presented to the Father, cannot be begotten of the holy
Spirit, cannot be styled or treated as sons of God, cannot be
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ in his coming kingdom-—cannot
have the privilege of sons of God in the present life either—
the privilege of prayer and of divine fellowship, communion,
instruction,

All these special blessings the Bible reserves for those who
become especially, peculiarly, the sons of God. Even in respect
to these who have become sons of God, Jesus intimates a
danger of their losing the privilege of prayer. He says, “lIf
ve abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye may ask what
ye will”—not otherwise.~—John 15:7.

We believe that misinformation on this subject of prayer
has worked disadvantageously to many. The majority, hold-
ing intercourse with evil, only occasionally flee to the Lord
in some trouble, and that without entering into any covenant
with him or receiving any recognition as sons, and without
desiring this. If they were rightly informed, the effect upon
their minds at first would be to stun them., They would awake
suddenly to the realization that they are without God in the
world; that their affairs are not subject to his supervision;
but that as part of the world, they are under the general
curse, or sentence of death.

The highest qualities of the human mind, which lie at the
very top of our craniums, are the organs of worship, rever-
ence, veneration, spiritualitv. Even the wicked, at times, feel
that they will please God by praying to him and asking him
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for some favors. They have not learned that God has ad-
dressed them saying, “Unto the wicked God saith, What hast
thou to do, to take my covenant into thy mouth, seeing thou
hatest instruction and castesth my words behind thee?”—
Psalm 50:16, 17.

It is high time that the difference between the church and
the world shall be more distinetly discerned, and that the
privileges of the church shall be appreciated. The effect
would be to awaken in others a sense of their need for God.
Then, in their hours of distress, realizing that they have no
God, would they not be the more likely to seek Him earnestly
in his appointed way, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and
through a full consecration—the only terms upon which Jesus
would accept them and be their Advocate with the Father,
and secure for them the title and privilege of sons of God,
valuable both for the present life and for that which is to
come?

INCENSE, PRAYER, BEFORE GOD

The Prophet David, in this lesson, pictures the Christian
in his distress coming to God in his appointed way: “O Lord,
I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my
voice, when I cry unto thee. Let my prayer be set forth
before thee as incense.” This is the same thought elsewhere
expressed in the Bible—that the prayers of God’s pecople rise
up before him as a sweet perfume. (Revelation 5:8) And,
by the way, we remember that the incense of old, which typi-
fied the prayers of the saints, was composed of a rare mixture
of spices, giving forth a peculiarly sweet odor; and that
nobody was allowed to make that incense except the priests
who were to offer it. (Exo. 30:34-38; 37:29) "Thus again the
Lord shows us that the privilege of prayer, of approaching
him in an acceptable manner, is confined to the antitypical
priests, called by St. Peter the royal priesthood.—1 Peter 2:9.

Only those of the Lord’s people who have consecrated
their lives to him, even unto death, are thus represented as
members of the sacrificing priesthood, to whom the Apostle
wrote, saying, “I beseech vou, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, and your reasonable service.” (Romans
12:1) The Lord has pledged to this particular class that he
will hear them, yea, that he will answer them—not neces-
sarily according to their natural preferences, but he will heed
the spirit of their cry and give to them, according to his wis-
dom, the experiences and blessings most helpful.

WHAT WE SHOULD PRAY YOR

Our prayers should be in harmony with our endeavors.
Thus in our lesson the church of Christ are represented as
praying the Lord to set a guard over their lips. The thought
is that they are striving to keep their lips, their mouths, from
utterances that would be injurious to others; and that, on the
contrary, they may be helpful to humanity and honoring to
God. Also, because they are striving for heart purity and
to avoid practising wicked works with evil doers, therefore
they pray in harmony, “Incline not my heart to any evil
thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity;
and let me not eat of their dainties”—assist me in my deter-
mination of opposition to all these things.

How appropriate that the Lord’s consecrated people should
serutinize their lives when they come {o their Father in
prayver! How appropriate for them to note to what extent
their blessings. luxuries and dainties have come to them con-
trary to the Golden Rule! \Whoever intelligently thus prays
will surely be examining his life to rectify his business rela-
tions, so that he may not eat of the dainties which would come
from injustice or opposition, but, on the contrary, rejoice in
the commonest things of life if they be the best procurable
in harmony with the principles of rightecousness, the princi-
ples of love.

“LET THE RIGHTEOUS SMITE’’

The class that are thus in fellowship with God, through
prayer and through seeking to be obedient to His arrange-
ments and laws. are so fully engaged that they are able to
say, as in this Psalm, that they will take no offense if re-
proved by the righteous—rather the reproofs of such will be
to them like an excellent oil, such as a guest received from
his host in ancient times. The true Christians, the class who
have the fellowship with God through prayer, have the quali-
ties of heart which the Apostle describes as the fruits of the
holy Spirit; namely, meekness, gentleness, patience, long-suf-
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fering, brotherly-kindness, love. (Galatians 5:22, 23; 2 Peter
1:5-8) And because possessing these, they are not easily
offended, but indeed are glad to have such experiences and
lessons as the Lord’s providences may direct to them—espe-
cially if these come through the brethren, and particularly if
the brethren who use these administer their rebukes in a
Christian manner—in meekness, remembering themselves, lest
they also be tempted.—Galatians 6:1.

In such cages, the reproof will be a blessing from the
Lord—if given in that spirit and received in that spirit.
Neither their heads nor their hearts are broken by such
Scriptural reproofs; and they themselves learn to administer
admonitions to others in similar manner, so as not to injure,
but to help, Their prayers are for each other in what seem
to be calamities; and in harmony with the Lord’s promise,
these seeming calamities and all the affairs of life shall oper-
ate together for good to those who love him, to the called ones
according to his purpose,

The American Revision gives the wording here differently:
“As oil upon the head; let not my head refuse it: for even in
their wickedness shall my prayer continue.”

In hyperbole the Prophet declares the distress of the church
as affecting them even to death, ‘“‘Our bones are scattered at
the mouth of sheol (the grave), as when one cutteth and
cleaveth wood upon the earth”—Ilike the fragments made by
the wood-cutter, who considers the chips not worthy to be
gathered. DBut while this may be the estimation of God’s
saints from the worldly viewpoint, not so is it with God, as
the following verse implies: “But mine eyes are unto thee,
O God the Lord: for in thee is my trust; leave not my soul
destitute.”

But whatever affliction God’s consecrated people may have
in the present life, whatever rejection may be their experience
at the hands of the great or the wise of this world, they have
God’s promise of glory, honor, immortality, in the future. In
him they trust, and he will not leave them desolate. He has
declared, “The gates of hell (sheol, hades) shall not prevail
against them”; that it to say, the power of the grave shall
not prevail against the Lord’s Anointed, Christ and the

THE WATCH TOWER

(156-157)

church—they shall come forth from the power of the tomb
glorious in the first resurrection majesty to reign a thousand
years.—Revelation 20:6.

‘‘KEEP ME FROM THE SNARES’’

Satan is represented as a fowler, a hunter, who is seeking
after the Lord’s people even as earthly hunters are prone to
hunt after speckled birds, Before the invention of powder,
the hunters more particularly entrapped their prey with
snares and pitfalls. While Satan is represented as being the
great arch-enemy, he also is accredited with using agents.
Chief amongst his agents, according to the Bible, are those
fallen angels of whom he is the prince—*“the prince of devils.”
But he has amongst men many workers of iniquity. ‘These
are his servants whether they realize it or not.

As Jesus declared, “His servants ye are to whom ye render
service.” In consequence of this rule, we understand that
many are professedly servants of God who are deceiving them-
selves, who are really the servants of the wicked one; for his
works they do, as Jesus said. They colabor for the upbuild-
ing of unrighteousness, iniquity, injustice, and in holding
down the truth and in misleading the people.

The Lord will help his people, he will deliver them from
the various snares of the adversary; and eventually Satan
and all his cohorts will fall into their own snares. Thus, in
ancient times, when the Egyptians thought to capture the
Israelites at the Red Sea, the Lord opened the way for the
Israelites and they escaped; while their enemies pursued
after them and were themselves entrapped and overwhelmed.

Similarly, in the great time of trouble that is approaching,
apparently Satan and his servants will be overwhelmed in
that trouble in a manner not expected by them. The church
will escape those things coming ugon the world and will stand
before the Son of Man, changed in the power of the first
resurrection and called to be with him as his kingdom class.
But the world will be ensnared in that great time of trouble.
Yet, thank God, it will be for their advantage as they learn
the ways of the Lord more fully, and great will be the bless-
ings of the Almighty coming to them!

“PROPHESY AGAINST

THE SHEPHERDS”

JUNE 27.—EZEKIEL 34.
SELF-SEEKING SHEPHERDS—FEED THEMSELVES, BUT NOT THE FLOCK—THE TRUE SHEPHERD COMES—SEEKING THE SCATTERED
SHEEP~—FEEDING THE FLOCK-—CARING FOR THE SICK AND LEAN—REPROVING THE SELFISH OF THE FLOCK—DAVID TO BE
THE NEW SHEPHERD—ONE FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD—THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD.”

“I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep.—V. 15,

Today’s study is a parable, applicable, we believe, at the
present time. It begins with an arraignment of the shepherds,
the pastors of the Lord’s flock. It accuses them of neglecting
the sheep in favor of themselves. It declares that they appro-
priate the wool of the sheep and devour the best of the flock,
but neglect to feed the flock—neglect to lead them to the
“‘areen pastures” of God’s Word and to the “still waters” of
divine truth. The parable pictures the Lord’s flock, scattered
here and there, some wounded, some torn, some lean and
hungry, all neglected so far as the false shepherds are con-
cerned.

We cannot understand this as signifying nominal Chris-
tians, but the true saints of God. Nominal Christianity fares
well enough, but the Lord does not recognize merely nominal
Christians as his flock. They are the tares, not the wheat;
they are the goats, not the sheep. The shepherds who neglect
to care for the sheep, to provide them with the spiritual food
and to assist them to find it, to appropriate it, are often
quite busy with the goats—the worldly elements of their con-
gregations. Their church arrangements are often especially
for the goat, or tare class. These do not care for spiritual
food; they must be provided with entertainments, suppers,
sociables, discourses on politics, or harmless dissertations well
filled with jokes. Do not they furnish most of the money?
Would they not withdraw from the church if spiritual food
were dispensed? For these some are providing “smokers,”
parish houses, well supplied with games, ete.

But the shepherds were not appointed by the Lord to look
after the goats and the tare class, but to look after the wheat,
the Lord’s sheep. They are unfaithful pastors, or shepherds;
and this prophecy is a reproof to them. The true flock of
God is scattered, some here, some there, in many denomina-
tions and outside of all. They become the prey of the beastly
of the world, and are ensnared into various false doctrines,
but “neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the
shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock. Therefore, O
ye shepherds, hear the word of the Lord! Thus saith the
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Lord God, Behold I am against the shepherds; and I will
require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from
feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves
any more: for I will deliver my flock from their mouth.”

THE SHEPHERD GATHERING HIS FLOCK

Many Bible students believe that this Seripture is in
process of fulfilment—that we are living in the parousia of
Christ, and that he has been present in the world for some
years past, searching out the truly consecrated of his people,
and gathering them out of all sectarian systems and from the
world, to himself. Surely it is true that the shepherds are
ceasing to feed the flock; for very few of the flock of the
Lord’s consecrated people any longer seek spiritual food at
their hands. They are wandering in a famishing condition,
and much in danger of falling into the various snares of the
adversary.

However, the Great Shepherd himself is with his flock, and
is causing his voice to be heard; and the sheep will be gath-
ered to him out of every nation and out of every denomina-
tion. Truly, Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and they
follow me”; and “a stranger will they not follow; for they
know not the voice of strangers.” (John 10:27, 5) 'The voice
of the Lord, of the Great Shepherd, amongst his sheep is to
be heard now because it is the time of his second presence.
He is about to complete his flock of this Gospel age and to
glorify them with himself in the first resurrection. Surely,
goodness and mercy shall follow them; they shall dwell In
the house of the Lord forever.

“Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I, even I, will both
search my sheep, and seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh
out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are
scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will deliver them
out of all places where they have been scattered in the cloudy
and dark day. And I will bring them out from the people,
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to
their own land.” Verses 11-13.
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— The home-land of the Lord’s sheep of this Gospel age is
heaven itself, and his bringing them to it will mean their
resurrection change. Then they shall be in the kingdom with
Jesus himseli——still his sheep, still his flock, still his bride,
still his members, But he declares also, “Other sheep I have
that are not of this fold: them also 1 must bring; and there
shall be one fold, and one Shepherd.”—dJohn 10:16.

THE SECOND FLOCK AND ITS FOLD

These other sheep of the Lord, we believe, will include all
of mankind who, during the Millennial kingdom, will be glad
to avail themselves of the great provision the Lord has made
for them in his plan. They are other sheep in the sense that
they will be of a different nature from the flock which the
Lord is selecting during this Gospel age. The flock now being
called and gathered are being begotten to the divine nature,
a spirit nature, and they will attain to this spirit nature by
a Tesurrection change; as it is written, “Flesh and blood can-
not inherit the kingdom of God.”—1 Cor. 15:50.

The other sheep will be the great flock of the Lord, the
great family of Adam, purchased by Jesus. For a thousand
years the work of calling and gathering mankind and separat-
ing between sheep and goats will progress, as outlined in
Matthew 25:31-46. The whole world will be granted the
opportunity of taking their choice as to whether they will be
sheep or goats. And nothing in the Secriptures informs us
whether the sheep or the goats will be the more numerous.
We are merely informed that all will have the invitation to
become the Lord’s sheep, to come under his shepherding care;
and by so doing and proving their loyalty to him and develop-
ing his spirit, his character-likeness, they will be granted
everlasting life on the human plane, the earthly plane.

There the Lord will bring the restitution which St. Peter
mentions (Acts 3:19-21), and which will be offered to Adam
and all his race, who will not receive the call of this Gospel
age. Theirs will not be so high a call, but will evidently be
a glorious one. The whole earth-—a Paradise, an earthly
heaven—will be their everlasting portion, but it will not be
the heavenly home to which the church has been invited. The
world’s blessing of restitution to human perfection, to the
image and likeness of God in the flesh, will not be the equiva-
lent of the spiritual nature granted to the church of this age,
but it will be wonderfully grand.

As for the goats of that time, thank God! they are not to
be tormented, as many of us once supposed. Rather, they are
to be cut off from life, as is implied in the Greek word kolasin.
“These [the goats] shall go away into everlasting cutting off;
but the righteous [the sheep] into life everlasting.” (Matthew
25:46) The Great Shepherd, who is now gathering his flock
of this Gospel age, will remain therefore for a thousand years
to gather out fully all his flock of the Millennial age, to
separate them fully from all having the contrary spirit, and
to destroy completely all except his sheep. All who really
love righteousness and hate iniquity, when given a clear
opportunity to discern and to take their stand, will choose
the right and become the Lord’s sheep. All others, who will
to be wicked, will die; as it is written, *“All the wicked will
he destrov.”—Psalm 145:20.

“T will feed my flock, and 1 will cause them to lie down,
saith the Lord God. T will seek that which was lost, and
bring again that which was driven away, and I will bind up
that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was
sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong; I will feed
them with judgment”—with a righteous recompense.—Verses
15, 16.

THE FLOCK CRITICIZED ALSO

Not merely the shepherds, the pastors, the preachers, the
ministers, are reproved by the Lord, but also some of his
flock not in official positions. In the Day of the Lord’s pres-
ence, these also will be dealt with, as we read:

“And as for you, O my flock, thus saith the Lord God,
Behold, T judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams
and the he goats. Seemeth it a small thing unto you to have
eaten up the good pasture, but ye must tread down with your
feet the residue of your pastures? and to have drunk of the
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deep waters, but ye must foul the residue with your feet?
And as for my flock, they have eaten that which ye have
trodden with your feet; and they have drunk that which ye
have fouled with your feet. ‘Therefore, thus saith the Lord
God unto them, Behold, I, even I, will judge between the fat
cattle and between the lean cattle. Because ye have thrust
with side and with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with
your horns, till ye have scattered them abroad, therefore will
I save my flock, and they shall be no more a prey; and I will
judge between cattle and cattle.”~—Verses 17-22,

The new order of things incidental to Messiah’s kingdom
is here brought to our attention. This already has begun in
respect to the Gospel church. Some who have been considered
quite prominent in Christendom, pushing and managing its
affairs, and discounting the Lord’s true sheep as peculiar
people, will be reproved by the Lord in this day. The poor,
the outcasts, the peculiar, are the ones that he styled his
flock, and that he was to especially gather and especially
feed and especially heal in this time. And is it not so? 1Is
the Lord not feeding his sheep and blessing them irrespective
of all sectarianism, and wherever they may be, in every land?
Verily, he is searching them out and feeding them; and soon,
the harvest time closed, these will be gathered to the heavenly
fold. Meantime, the good work begun with the Gospel sheep
will be extended amongst mankind.

Never again will the Lord leave his sheep without shep-
herding. We are not from this to understand that he made
a mistake when he said, “If I go away, T will come again”;
but rather that the leaving of his flock for a time was inei-
dental to their testing, their proving, and development, that
those loyal to the Lord, the principles of righteousness and
the instructions of his Word might be manifested, even though
they were scattered, and that others also might be manifested
as unfaithful. It is, however, refreshing to know that through-
out the entire Millennial age, until all the work of perfecting
the sheep shall have been accomplished, the Shepherd will be
with them. Thus we read:

“And I will set up one Shepherd over them, and he shall
feed them, even my servant David; he shall feed them, and
he shall be their Shepherd. And I, Jehovah, will be their
God, and my servant David a prince among them; I the Lord
have spoken it. And I will make with them a Covenant of
Peace, and will cause the evil beasts to cease out of the land;
and they shall dwell safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the
woods.”—Verses 23-25.

We are not from this to understand that the Prophet David
of old is to be made Jehovah’s representative and given the
care of the sheep in the future. The word David signifies
beloved; and the thought, we believe, is that the antitype of
David is meant. Jesus is preeminently beloved of the Father;
and the bride class, the church, are to be the members of
Christ, their Head—members of the Beloved. Thus the Lord
Jesus said of his people, “The Father himself loveth you.”

We see then that The Christ, Head and body—Jesus and
the church—are to be the antitypical David, or Beloved of
God, into whose care all who are His sheep or who desire to
become his sheep during the Millennial age will be committed.
The wild beasts, representing the cvil-doers, those who will
devour, destroy and do harm, will be caused to cease; and the
whole world will become “the fold.” No longer will there be
need of making a special fold, building the fences against the
enemies, for the sheep will be in a quiet and restful condi-
tion—"in the woods.”

In other words, the close of the Millennium will witness
what the Lord has declared, that mothing shall hurt nor
destroy in all his holy kingdom. (Isaiah 11:9) It will witness
also what Jesus has declared; namely, that from that time
onward, there shall be no more sighing, no more crying, no
more dying, no more curse, because all the former things
shall have passed away. ‘“And he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, T make all things new.” (Revelation 21:3-5)
Even Satan shall be bound, to deceive the world no more until
Messiah shall have fully accomplished the work of perfecting
the flock.

INTERESTING LETTERS

RE CHARGES OF THE PREACHERS’ UNION
DrEAR BRETHREN :—

We appreciated very much the article in the March 15
WarcH Tower entitled, “Preachers Back of Malicious Attack.”
Of course, all of us were certain that the charges were false,
but until the article appeared we had nothing with which to
refute the falsity of them. Now we are fully armed.

One would hardly believe that reports could spread so
rapidly.

We find here in Texas that the opposition to the truth is
so thoroughly organized throughout the country that every
preacher, even in the smallest towns and in the rural dis-
triets, has in his possession copies, not only of all the books
written in opposition to the truth, but also of the charges
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