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HUNGRY FOB OOD’ S LOVE
M y  D eab P astob R u s s e l l :—

Your sermons in the newspapers are such a comfort, and 
I am proud to know that there is a man of God who is brave 
enough to tell the truth as he sees it. We go to church, but 
where is the comfort to be found there? Money! money! 
money! The poor man is made to feel his position in life so 
keenly that it is far better for him to stay at home and go 
out in the fields or on the water and praise God there, for 
God wants the heart and a good, pure life.

We are hungry for God and for Christ’s love—pure, sweet 
love. We go to church, but we are made to feel that we 
poor creatures need to know more of God’s love! It is there 
for us, only our eyes are not yet opened. We have attended 
the same church for twenty years—Presbyterian, and a little 
over two years ago I had an awful, awful sorrow (I had but 
the two sons), when my older son was taken ill. Everything 
was done that could be done for him, but God called him 
home. His was one of the most beautiful characters. When, 
he was ill and suffering, there was never a murmur. He was 
on the Produce Exchange, and his employer wrote him a most 
beautiful letter, stating that they had stood side by side for 
thirteen years and he had never seen a frown.

After the funeral, and our bills were being settled, we were 
horrified when the undertaker said to my husband that the 
minister expected his pay— from five to ten dollars. What a 
dreadful thing to think that the last prayer over the remains 
of my precious boy had to be paid for! We have the receipt.

What would our blessed Savior say to that! Oh, keep 
telling us of God’s love! It will help us to bear the cross

as we go through life. If it were only known in the pure, 
simple way, how many dear, discouraged souls it would help! 
It is not to be found in the churches of today.

Very sincerely, M bs . E. H. L om as .
ECHOES SENTIMENTS OF MANY PRISONERS

D eab Si b :—
As one of more than fourteen-hundred prisoners confined 

in Clinton Prison at Dannemora, N. Y., I wish to thank you 
and all concerned in the production of the P hoto-Dbam a  of 
Creation . It has been a great privilege to view the pictures, 
and I have derived lasting benefit during these past four days.

I but echo the sentiments of every prisoner within these 
walls when I say that this exhibition has given us a better 
knowledge of creation, of God and of Christ than we could 
possibly get, unaided, from any other source. It  has made a 
deep impression upon all of us. It has lifted our thoughts to 
a higher, better life and has given us a far better understand­
ing of things of which we have heretofore been ignorant.

It would have pleased you to. have witnessed the manner 
in which the pictures were received by the hundreds of men 
who are considered hardened criminals.

When the motion picture of Jesus’ awakening of Jairus’ 
daughter and the healing of the lame and blind was on the 
screen the prisoners voluntarily joined softly in the hymn of 
the phonograph singer. This was most impressive; and the 
man must indeed be hardened whose heart would not be moved.

Again thanking you, please accept greetings and best 
wishes for a continuance of your health.

Sincerely yours, W il l ia m  F. G illespie .
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THE SUM OF ALL GRACES
[With the exception of paragraphs below, this article was a reprint of that published in issue of Aug. 15, 1897, which please see.l 

“ And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three;  but the greatest of these is love.”— 1 Corinthians 13:13.
The Apostle Paul has just been referring to the various 

miraculous gifts of the Spirit then granted to all begotten of 
the Spirit to the new nature. Any one lacking some such spe­
cial gift at that time would thus manifest to all believers that 
he had not become a member of the church of Christ. These 
supernatural gifts also served to assist the primitive church 
in spiritual growth. They did not have the Bible in those 
days, _ and if  they had possessed it, but very few could have 
read it; hence, they needed special assistance which the church 
afterward did not need, and which later was taken away.

In this letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle, after 
discussing these various gifts, says, “ And yet I show unto you 
a more excellent way.”  Then he proceeds to point out the 
super-excellence of the fruit of love. Whoever has the holy 
Spirit must have a measure at least of this fruitage, whether 
it be the little flower that contains the fruit-bud or whether 
it be the partly developed fruit, the fully developed fruit or 
the ripened fruit. God our Father, who looks upon the heart, 
knows how his holy Spirit in the heart is seeking to control 
the flesh, to guide the mind and all the words and actions. 
We are not able to judge one another’s hearts. The Apostle 
said that he did not feei able properly to judge even himself, 
but left judgment to the Lord. He knew that his heart was 
loyal and that he was endeavoring to be all that the Lord 
would have him be. Though he was conscious of his inability 
always to “ do the things that he would,” he knew that the 
Master would accept his loyalty of heart; so he would do his 
best and leave the remainder with God.

Our faith and our hope in the Lord lead us to earnest en­
deavor to develop the fruitage of love in all its varied and 
beautiful phases. Gentleness is a part of love; meekness is a 
part of love; so also are humility and brotherly-kindness. The 
question at issue with each child of God is not, How tall and

well-built am I? or, How fine-looking or well-educated or well- 
connected am I according to the flesh ? or, How many or how 
fine sermons have I preached? or even, How many have I 
brought to a knowledge of the Truth? But the vital ques­
tion is, How much of the quality of love have I developed? 
How great is the likeness of my character to that of Christ?

LOVE IS THE PRINCIPAL THING
Why is this quality of love made so prominent in the Word 

of God? We answer, Because it is the first thing, the most 
important thing, the principal thing. It is the fulfilling of 
God’s law; and, indeed, the sacrificial love enjoined upon 
God’s saints of this age goes even beyond the requirements 
of the perfect law. But why is love put first? It is not be­
cause God arbitrarily so placed it, not because he exercised 
his power of fiat and declared that it should be first. No. It 
is because no other quality of character is so lovely, so beau­
tiful, so productive of happiness and joy, so great a blessing 
to all upon whom it operates. It is the very essence of God’s 
character. “ GOD IS LOVE!”  This quality particularly rep­
resents his personality. While God is all-just and all-power­
ful, we do not say that God is justice or that God is power, 
but that God is love. He uses his great power only as love 
dictates and approves. He uses his justice only in fullest har­
mony with his glorious attribute of Love, Love is the main­
spring of all his doings.

Whoever, therefore, would be Godlike must be loving, 
must have love as the dominating quality of his character and 
his life. Love and righteousness are inseparable. Love is 
to continue to all eternity; and only those who become the 
active embodiment of this gracious quality of character will 
live eternally. Hence we see the paramount importance of its 
development in every life.

THE WHITE RAIMENT OF THE KINGDOM
“ He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment: and I will not blot his name out of the Book of Life, but I

will confess his name before my Father, 
In this text, as throughout the Bible, the thought is main­

tained that the elect class, who will receive the highest glory, 
honor and blessing from the Lord, must demonstrate their loy­
alty by overcoming. It is not sufficient that there shall be 
an overcoming of the will at the beginning of the Christian 
career, but subsequently there must be trials and testings en­
dured, and these must be met in an overcoming manner. The 
consecration having been made, and the trials and testings 
having begun, the individual yielding under those temptations

and before his angels.” — Revelation 3:5. 
and testings, and continuing to be overcome by them, would 
prove that he is not sufficiently loyal; for the Lord has promised 
that his grace shall be sufficient in every time of need.— 2 Cor­
inthians 12:9.

Although the Lord’s grace is sufficient, this would not mean 
that we might not sometimes fall into temptation. We might 
fall into temptation inadvertently, without the consent of our 
wills, and “be overtaken in a fault.”  But the Lord’s grace is 
sufficient to bring us out of the temptations as overcomers, en-

[5668]



A psix, IS, 1915 T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R (118-120)

abling us to triumph over them. Falling into temptation does 
not mean falling in temptation—falling when tempted. But 
when one is temporarily overcome, whether it be a yielding to a 
temptation of the flesh or whether it be a wilfulness of spirit, 
or mind, has much to do with the nature and degree of the 
sin. We may not always be able to triumph fully, completely, 
according to the flesh, but the will must be loyal. We must 
triumph in the mind, otherwise we shall not be overcomers.

This overcoming is a gradual work, progressing throughout 
our Christian course, from the moment o f consecration down 
to the conclusion of life. But the text apparently takes hold 
of the conclusion, rather than the beginning or the middle of 
the work, and implies that the individual has at the end of 
the trial, the end of his race-course, this overcoming degree of 
righteousness, so that he may be classed as an overcomer. 
Such an overcomer will be clothed in white raiment.

W H IT E  R A IM E N T  LOANED TO U S
The Scriptures give us to understand that at the very be­

ginning of our Christian experience, we figuratively are clothed 
in white raiment. This white raiment represents justification 
—we are justified freely from all things. It is a robe without 
a spot. It is sometimes spoken of as Christ’s robe of right­
eousness, because it comes to us through Christ. It is to be 
had only through him. He is able to impute to us, to loan 
to us, grant to us temporarily, this robe. It is spoken of as the 
wedding garment. At an oriental wedding, a wedding gar­
ment of white linen was used to cover over the clothing worn 
by each guest. It was loaned to the guest at the wedding by 
the host, when he appeared at the wedding-feast.

White linen signifies purity. So when Christ gives us the 
use of his merit, it is as a white garment to cover our imper­
fections. It is an imputation of his righteousness, which is to 
us justification. We are exhorted to keep our garments un­
spotted from the world. The imputation of righteousness 
given us, we are to preserve, to maintain. But we cannot fully 
maintain it of ourselves. Our tongues may sometimes say 
things that we wish they had not said, and our hands may 
sometimes do things we would not desire. Hence, God has 
provided a way by which our blemishes or transgressions may 
be eradicated—those not wilful. This way is our daily appli­
cation for the cleansing of these unwilling transgressions, 
through the precious blood. Thus we keep our garments un­
spotted from the world. Thus our justification, our while robe, 
is maintained—should be maintained.

W H IT E  R A IM E N T OUR OW N
But it is not sufficient that we have the imputation o f our 

Savior’s righteousness. This imputation is only a temporary 
arrangement. We need to come to the place where we shall 
have a righteousness of our own. Our flesh is imperfect; as 
St. Paul says, we cannot do the things which we would. In 
spito of our best endeavors things are bound to go more or less 
wrong. But we are to prove ourselves overcomers—“more 
than conquerors.” The Lord has arranged that at the conclu­
sion of our trial, at the end of the present life, all the over­
comers shall receive the new body. This new body will be a 
body of actual purity. Thus, as the Apostle says, we shall 
“ be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven.” So 
our raiment will be changed from a garment of imputed per­
fection, our justification by faith, to that which represents 
actual perfection. At the resurrection we shall receive that 
body of inherent purity, without blemish, without spot, which 
is here pictured as “white raiment.”

“ B R O U G H T BEFO RE TH E K IN G ’ ’
Furthermore, we read of each of these that the Lord “ will 

not blot out his name out of the book of life,”  in which are 
written the names of all those who become truly the Lord’s 
people, those who have made with the Lord “ a covenant by 
sacrifice,” all who renounce their wills, who present their bodies 
a living sacrifice. The name of each of these is recorded, en­
tered in the Lamb’s book of life, when he starts to live the 
new life, and to demonstrate his loyalty. Just as these are 
clothed upon with the robe of Christ’s righteousness in ad­
vance of being actually tested, so their names are written in 
that book in advance of being actually tested. I f  they do not

remain faithful, their names will be blotted out of that book 
of life. But if they are faithful their names will not be blotted 
out of the book of life; and they will attain all those glorious 
things which are promised to those who love him supremely. 
— Bevelation 21:7.

More than this, the Lord says, “ I  will confess their names 
before my father and before his angels.” The intimation here 
is that the overcomers will have such characters that the Lord 
will not be ashamed of them, but will be pleased to own them 
in the presence of the Father and the holy angels. We are to 
be “changed from glory to glory,”  into the likeness of our Lord. 
(2 Corinthians 3 :IS) In the end, these overcomers will each 
be so grandly developed that the Lord will not be ashamed 
to confess any of them and to say, Here is one of my follow­
ers. Here is another. They have walked in my footsteps and 
have overcome. But he will be ashamed of any who are 
ashamed of him. Of such he says, “ Whosoever shall be 
ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of Man 
be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory and in his 
Father’s, and of the holy angels.”—Luke 9:26.

It is not a matter of favoritism, but of character-develop­
ment. I f  they will not endure to the end, if they do not prove 
overcomers, they will not be fit for the kingdom and associa­
tion with their Lord.

This brings up the thought that there is another class men­
tioned in the Bible—the great company class, as in contrast 
to the little flock—or the antitypical Levite class as in contrast 
to the antitypical priestly class. The great company had their 
names written in the Lamb’ 3 book of life, but they were not 
overcoiners in the truest sense. They did not stand faithful. 
Because of not proving faithful, they will not be confessed 
before the Father and the holy angels in the same sense as the 
bride class.

It is stated that the bride will be presented before the 
Father, and that “ the virgins, her companions” (Psalm 45: 
13-15) will be there also—but the latter will not be confessed 
as the bride class. We will not say that their names will be 
blotted out of the Lamb’s book of life. Their names may re­
main. But those who go into the second death will surely 
have their names blotted out of the book; they will be de­
stroyed with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord.

ROBES W A SH E D  IN  “ TH E G R E A T  T R IB U L A T IO N ’ ’
The great company will not have the “ abundant entrance” 

granted the little flock. And the same distinction obtains be­
tween these two classes in connection with the white raiment. 
While all receive the robe of Christ's imputed righteousness, 
some of them do not keep their garments “ unspotted from the 
world.”  Their white raiment becomes spotted and soiled, be­
draggled by contact with the earth. Their justification, or 
robe of Christ’s righteousness, becomes unpresentable. When 
a spot comes upon it, instead of having the spot cleansed away 
at once, they allow it to remain, and the spots accumulate until 
their garment becomes quPe soiled. Then at the conclusion of 
their course, when the examination day comes, their robe is 
found to be spotted—yet they wear it still. They are not di­
vested of that robe of justification. They have not abandoned 
the Lord and he has not abandoned them. But they have 
failed to use the means which the Lord provided for their 
cleansing.

In the Bevelation this class is spoken of as “ a great multi­
tude”—the great company. We are told that they “ will come 
up out of the great tribulation, and will wash their robes, and 
make them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  Instead of doing 
a cleansing- work day by day, maintaining their justification 
with God and being ready for the change (by means of their 
faithfulness) they are, on the contrary, found of him as un­
worthy of this chief place. Their robes will not be taken from 
them, but they will be obliged to suffer great tribulations, with 
the view to making them ready to wash and make their ’-ones 
white in the blood of cleansing, so that they, also, will bo 
clothed in white and in their resurrection bodies will be pure. 
But they will attain this only by passing through “ the great 
tribulation.”— See Bevelation 7:9-14.

RETURNING TO BUSINESS
Some of our dear readers very commendably arranged their 

affairs some time ago so as to give their entire time to the 
harvest work, not anticipating the prolongation of the harvest 
—the gleaning work, the burning of the tares, the threshing 
o f the wheat, etc. Moreover, many of them used in the har­
vest work nearly all o f their surplus of this world’s goods— 
striving to lay up treasure in heaven. Some of these dear 
brethren and sisters have nearly or quite gone to the limit of 
their possibilities, as far as present arrangements are con­

cerned. They are, properly, looking about them to see the lead­
ings of the Lord’s providence in respect to their future opera­
tions. Will they plunge into business so deeply as to have 
little time for spiritual things? Will they become identified 
•with some kind of speculation, and, perhaps, get others in­
volved in what ultimately would be a loss? Or will they look 
for something to do in a quiet way that will enable them to 
meet expenses, possibly being able to continue to some degree 
in the gleaning work of the harvest? The latter is our expecta-
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tion and, we believe, in accord with the Spirit of the Lord— 
the spirit of a sound mind.—2 Timothy 1:7.

Let us call to the mind the great disappointment of the 
Apostles in connection with the Redeemer’s death. Up to 
within one day of his crucifixion they had thought that his 
remarks respecting death, crucifixion, etc., were figurative lan­
guage, and that in reality he was about to be exalted to power 
and great glory. The experiences of that time must have 
been a severe test upon them in every way. Our Lord’s resur­
rection the third day revived their hopes, although his ap­
pearances in miraculous manner indicated some wonderful 
change which they could not understand; but afterwards they 
learned that it was because he was no longer a man, but a 
perfected new creature of the divine nature.

Then came the long interval between appearances — for 
weeks at a time they saw nothing of him, heard nothing from 
him. Anxious, disappointing days!— their faith and patience 
weakened. Finally, utterly discouraged, St. Peter took the lead 
in announcing his determination to give up all thoughts of 
further preaching and to return to the fishing business. He 
announced, “ I go a fishing.” Promptly, his former partners 
responded, “ We also go with thee.” (John 21:3) Here were 
seven principal disciples, abandoning the great work to which 
they had been invited of the Lord—but doing so in their per­
plexity, with hearts as loyal as ever.

Evidently this was the occasion Jesus had waited for. We 
know of no other reason why he should remain forty days be­
fore ascending to the Father. He allowed the disciples to go 
back to their former business and to meet with discourage­
ment. The very first night “ they toiled all night and caught 
nothing!” Poor men! They must have felt as though every­
thing was going against them. However, Jesus was watching 
over them all the while and purposely permitting them to 
come to this crisis, so that he might teach them a great lesson 
-—and us through them. The lesson was that he was able to 
overrule all of their affairs, and that they should firmly trust 
him, come what might, so long as they were loyal and follow­
ing his directions.

Discouraged as to confidence in their own abilities as busi­
ness men, they were ready in the morning to see Jesus on the 
shore and to accept his invitation to breakfast with him from 
fish already cooked on the fire— from whence came the fish 
and the fire they knew not. Those things were provided by 
miraculous power, as was the body of Jesus in which he ap­
peared to them and the clothing he wore on it. Jesus said 
little to them, except to St. Peter—“ Feed my sheep, feed my 
lambs, if thou Invest me.” The Apostles took the lesson and

returned again to the preaching of the Gospel as the main 
business of life. The Lord’s blessing was with them. He 
provided for them according to their needs, although it was 
sometimes in prison; sometimes in fasting and hunger, naked­
ness and peril. He gave them of his best for their develop­
ment as new creatures.

We do not wish to draw a parallel here and suggest that 
all the brethren should abandon earthly affairs, as did the 
Apostles. We are not Apostles. There were only the twelve. 
We are not to expect that we would have as important a work 
to do, nor that the Lord’s providences would be so markedly 
exorcised on our behalf. We are, however, to remember the 
Master’s statement, “ One is your Master, even Christ; all ye 
are brethren!” While the Apostles were more important 
brethren than us, still we are brethren; and One is our Lord, 
or Head, and we have all one Father. The divine promises 
assure us that all things shall work together for good to us, 
because we love God and have been called according to his 
purpose and are seeking to make our calling and election sure.

The lesson we do suggest is that the divine plan has not 
changed. The harvest surely is not ended. The great time of 
trouble has already begun. Although it is necessary for us to 
provide things decent and honest in the sight of all men, we 
are not to forget that our chief business is that of ambassa­
dors for God—representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ—pro­
claimed of the Good Tidings of great joy which eventually 
shall be to all people. We are never to forget that we are to 
seek first, chiefly, the kingdom of God and the righteousness 
which it stands for and inculcates.

This is to be our chief work, the chief aim of life for us. 
Everything else is to be secondary. We are to expect that the 
Lord will give us necessary wisdom and grace if  we seek it, 
whereby we may serve him with acceptance and still provide 
the things necessary for our bodily comfort, without entirely 
leaving the work. This would mean that we should watch and 
pray—asking the Lord’s direction and then waiting to see 
which way his providences seem to direct our course. We 
should watch, also, against the wiles of the adversary, who 
would seek to ensnare us in business or pleasures or whatever.

Our advice is that all of the Lord’s people put the kingdom 
and its interests first, in word, in thought, in deed— giving 
merely what time is absolutely necessary for the procurement 
of the things needful for our earthly comforts and the comfort 
of those dependent on us. Assuredly thus we would be fol­
lowing the example of the Master, pleasing to the Father and 
helpful to each other. Thus we would be examples to our 
neighbors, as well as be preparing ourselves for the kingdom.

“LIGHT AFFLICTIONS” HERE— “GLORY TO FOLLOW”
We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not 

down, but not destroyed;  always bearing about in the body the dying of
may be made manifest in our body.’ ’—

The Apostle Paul is here addressing the church at Corinth, 
and in the larger sense addressing the entire church of the 
Gospel age. He is apparently describing to some extent the 
experiences of himself and those who were with him in his 
missionary labors. He traveled from place to place, but not as 
our pilgrim brethren now do; for sometimes he spent an entire 
year, sometimes more than a year, in one city. Nevertheless, 
he was a traveler, going about where other missionaries of the 
Lord had not gone, addressing the Jews and whoever else might 
give evidence of having a hearing ear. On these tours he took 
with him assistants. We are therefore to consider that his 
words here referred not only to the Apostles (for he was the 
only Apostle of the company), but also to others with him; and 
that this Epistle, as are all the inspired writings, was designed 
by the Lord for the instruction and benefit of all the saints 
throughout the Christian dispensation.

The Apostle’s assistants were general ministers of the 
Lord, as are all God’s children in proportion as they do a work 
of ministry. His words would seemingly be addressed, then, 
to all who are engaged in the Lord’s service. In this Epistle 
he points out that there are differences in the services ren­
dered—“ He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; 
and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully”— 
and also differences in the experiences of the various members 
of the body of Christ. He says that some of them had been 
the objects of persecution and that others had shared in those 
persecvitions by suffering with those so persecuted, indicating 
that the Lord recognizes and appreciates this association with 
those in distress, i f  there be such association.

This thought is brought out also in St. Paul’s Epistle to the

in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; cast 
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 

2 Corinthians 4:8-10.
Hebrews. (Chapter 10:32-34) I f  those not so actively en­
gaged in the service are faithfully doing all that their hands 
find to do, the Lord is as appreciative of it as he is of those 
who because of greater ability or physical strength or oppor­
tunities are able to accomplish more— each doing to the extent 
of his opportunity the work of the Lord.

The Apostle said of himself and his companions, and of 
all those laboring faithfully in the service of the Master, “We 
are troubled on every side.”  There are many troubles that are 
common to the whole human family—lack of employment, 
sickness, death, poverty, etc. There are multitudinous troubles 
which come to the world; and of course the Apostle and his 
companions were subject to these difficulties like other men. To 
many these trials of life bring distress. But while St. Paul 
and those with him had their ailments and difficulties, their 
persecutions and trials, they also had the knowledge of the 
truth and the Lord’s sustaining grace; and they were enlisted 
in the army of the King of kings. They were not distressed 
by their troubles, but were trusting in the Lord’s precious 
promises that these should all work out for their good.

“ A S HE W A S, SO A R E  W E, IN  T H IS  W O R L D ”
And so we are not to allow the troubles of life to distress 

us as they distress other people. We have something that oth­
ers do not have—the Lord’s assurance that everything in our 
lives shall be a bearer of blessing to us if we are faithful. 
This enables us to rejoice in tribulation, if we really believe 
this promise of our Father’s Word. There are other troubles 
that come to the Lord’s people, but do not come to the world: 
The world is more or less in opposition to those who are en­
gaged in publicity preaching the truth and to those who are
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associated with them. Theie is a battle on between right and 
wrong, light and darkness. The world, being attached to their 
darkness, feel an enmity toward the light, a hatred of it; and 
they are often disposed to give special trouble to those who 
are the Lord’s representatives in a particular capacity.

Occasionally we find worldly persons who are of good heart 
and kind intention and who are desirous of helping on a good 
work; but these are exceptions. Our strongest opposition, 
however, comes generally, as did that of the Master, from those 
who are our brethren, though many of them are only nominally 
so. Then we have the adversary particularly against us. It is 
true that the whole world have the opposition of the adversary, 
but he is especially active against those engaged in the public 
service of the Lord. Satan seems to bring before these special 
temptations, and it is not surprising that they should be the 
particular objects of his rage and of his wiles. But those who 
are thus engaged in God’s service have special blessings at his 
hands, and extra fortifications. So while we may be sure that 
those in the public ministry have more troubles from the ad­
versary, they are also given more grace to cope with them.

OUR, D E A T H  T H E  G A T E W A Y  TO L IF E
“ We are perplexed, but not in despair,” says St. Paul.

The Apostle and his company were not the only ones who have 
been at a loss to know just what to do. The whole world has 
been perplexed, and are particularly so today. The general 
anxious uncertainty of our day results in a large measure, it 
would seem, from the nerve-racking experiences of the present 
time. I f  people knew the right thing to do in respect to their 
business, their homes and their affairs in general, they would 
not be so full of doubt and bewilderment. But no one is wise 
enough to get along without some perplexity; and present con­
ditions in the world are causing much distress and also anxious 
foreboding for the near future. Those who are engaged in the 
work of the Lord have some perplexity. But the anxiety or 
uncertainty of the Lord’s people should never go to the length 
of despair. Those who are of the world, getting out of work 
and being in various difficulties, become very despondent. Fre­
quently we hear of suicides. Things look very dark to people 
who take their own life.

It may yet be true of the Lord’s people that things will 
look very dark; but they are not in despair, and will not be in 
despair whatever may come; for the Lord has said that he will 
never leave us nor forsake us. This gracious promise should 
give us a hope sure and steadfast. Our anchor of hope should 
hold. Our position, therefore, is very different from that of 
the world, who have no particular hope. The world have no 
solid anchor, no precious promises to hold them fast. We 
know that if the worst comes to the worst, if we should even 
die of starvation, our hope lies beyond the veil, beyond death. 
Therefore God’s saints of today look upon death as the gate­
way by which to enter into fulness of life, into a realization 
of all our hopes and joys. If, therefore, there is despair, it 
would prove that our anchorage has been cut loose. Whoever 
would find that he is in despair would find that he is letting 
go his faith, and should immediately seek counsel from the 
Word of God and from others strong in faith, and should 
go to the Lord in frequent and earnest prayer, assured that 
if faith is restored despair will go.

“ X W IL L  N E V E R  L E A V E  T H E E ”
“ We are persecuted, but not forsaken.” There are perse­

cutions of certain kinds that come to those in the world. Some­
times their neighbors have a grudge against them, and they 
thus are more or less persecuted. But they have no effective 
means of dealing with such a matter and nothing to comfort 
them. Sometimes they give as good as they get. But in the 
case of one of the Lord’s children it is very different. Wrhen 
we feel that justice calls for retaliation, then we should re­
member that it is not ours to retaliate, to return evil for evil.
The Lord has told us that we should leave all matters relating 
to justice in his hands. “ Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
sait'h the Lord.” He does say that we are to run away from 
persecutions; therefore we are not to condemn those who run 
away as following a wrong course. We are told by the Master,
“ I f  they persecute you in one city, flee to another.” So if a 
child of God is persecuted in one neighborhood and he can get 
away to another neighborhood, it would be better to go.

But though persecuted for righteousness’ sake, the Lord’s 
people are not forsaken. The world and those possessing the 
world’s spirit may harass and buffet them, but the Lord does 
not forsake them. When persecutions come to us, however, we 
are to inquire, “ Are these oppositions and persecutions coming 
to me on account of my loyalty to the Lord, or is it that there 
is something in my disposition which causes them?” I f  the 
latter is the case, we should diligently endeavor to rectify our 
fault. If, on the other hand, we find by careful scrutinty of
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ourselves and our conduct that we have been doing our best, 
our very best, and that the persecutions are coming to us on 
this account, then we are to rejoice in the persecution.

We are “ cast down, but not destroyed.” This expression 
shows that while the Apostle and his companions did not suffer 
despair, did not feel forsaken, they sometimes felt a heaviness 
of spirit. This heaviness of spirit, or feeling of loneliness 
and depression, is natural at times to all mankind under the 
adverse conditions prevailing in the world. The weight of this 
casting down may be accentuated to some extent by the con­
dition of the physical health. Those who are weak or in pain 
physically are apt to feel any mental pressure or trouble. This 
is all to be fought against in the Christian; for we know that 
our afflictions and disabilities are something outside and not 
of the Lord, except in the sense that he permits them for our 
development, for our future work in the kingdom. We are 
therefore to be of good courage. I f  the Lord permits us to 
have trouble, we are to exercise fortitude, to patiently endure, 
and not to allow it to destroy our faith or our happiness or 
our loyalty of spirit to him to whom we have vowed allegiance.

We are to put up with whatever our Father permits, in 
sweetness of temper, and to say to ourselves, “ This may be a 
good lesson to me. Perhaps these cast-down feelings, this feel­
ing of desolation, may help me to sympathize more with oth­
ers.” The poet has truly said:

“ Into each life some rain must fall,
Some days must be dark and dreary.”

So let us sec to it that we do not allow this feeling of depres­
sion to conquer us and to destroy our faith and energy; but 
rather, looking to the Lord for assisting grace, and claiming 
his precious promises, we are to rise above the difficulty and 
press bravely onward.

OU R ‘ ‘ COVENANT B Y  S A C R IF IC E ”
We are “always bearing about in the body the dying of 

the Lord Jesus.” The Apostle thus declares that the Lord’s 
people, in proportion as they are faithful in his service, have a 
likeness to the Lord in their service, in their death. Our Lord’s 
experience in the narrow way was three and a half years of 
dying. He was daily laying down his life—surrendering his 
life. He was an Example to us of how we should surrender our 
lives. He laid down his life, not in the service of the world, 
but of the Lord’s professed people. While the merit of his 
sacrificed life was to be used of the Lord for the life of the 
world, yet he laid it down in the direct service of his Jewish 
brethren.

The Hebrew people were the people of God. Our Lord 
spent his life especially with those who were truly desirous of 
pleasing God and knowing his will, whether found amongst 
the rich and influential or amongst the poor and lowly. Jesus 
welcomed publicans and sinners, and gave his life for them. 
He knew that among this humble class he would find the 
greater proportion of true wheat. He was laying down his 
life during all the three and a half years of his earthly min­
istry, and merely completed this work at Calvary.

And so it is with all o f the Lord’s true people. They have 
made “ a covenant by sacrifice.” They have consecrated, dedi­
cated their lives to the Lord and his service; and as Jesus 
their Master laid down his life in doing good, in proclaiming 
the truth then due, so they are to lay down their lives in the 
same manner, whether the time of their ministry be three and 
a half years or twenty years or whatever it may be— until the 
Father’s good time shall come for their deliverance. They will 
be in full harmony with the Lord and will gladly have fellow­
ship in the sufferings of their great Head— and properly so ; 
for they are prospective members of his body. Thus all of 
these members are continually bearing about in the body the 
dying of their Lord. They are dying daily as he died, “ laying 
down their lives.”

‘ ‘ TH E R E FO R E  G L O R IFY  GOD IN  Y O U R  B O D Y ”
This is all the work of the new creature. The old creature 

is merely compelled to follow in the -way of the new creature, 
and this setting aside of the will of the flesh is the basic fea­
ture of our dying. When our dying has been completed, our 
lives faithfully laid down, it will bring us to that condition 
where we shall hear the Master’s “ Well done!”

St. Paul also says that “ the life of Jesus” is to be “ made 
manifest in our body.”  We understand him here to be re­
ferring to the human body. The new creature owns this body. 
With the people of the world there are not two personalities, 
but merely the one creature. This quality of personality is 
applicable only to those who have been begotten of the holy 
Spirit. The old body is suffering; but the new creature re­
joices, glad to be in the service—gives thanks to God day by 
day respecting itS tribulations, knowing that these are work­
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ing out “ a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”  
Thus the life of Jesus is manifested through us to the world, 

and to the brethren. The world cannot understand. They 
say, “ I f  I were in your place, in such a trial, I would be mis­
erable. But you are rejoicing!” So they cannot understand. 
But we have a newness of life that the world cannot appre­
ciate. All who can appreciate this should daily grow in grace

and knowledge. We should show forth more and more of the 
Lord’s life in our characters and in our bodies. Thus we 
shall be manifesting more and still more of the Lord’s Spirit, 
doing more of the Lord’s work, becoming more like Jesus—all 
of which will prepare us for the glory beyond, when the new 
creature shall be completed, when all the perfections and glories 
of the new nature will be ours.

“TOUCH NOT MINE ANOINTED”
M ay  16.— 1 Sam uel  26.

KING DAVID’ S TRYING EXPERIENCES TH E CAVE OF ADULLAM — K IN G  DAVID’ S NEPHEW S W ATER FROM BETHLEHEM— DAVID TW ICE
SPARED KING SAUL’ S LIFE— LESSONS OF TH E HOUR.

“Love your enemies, do good to them that hate you.”—Luke 6:27.
Outlawed and hunted by King Saul, young David had a 

varying career. He was soon joined by a class of unfortunates, 
justly or unjustly ostracized from society. Some of them 
doubtless were criminals; some were debtors, liable to impris­
onment, who fled to preserve liberty, etc. At all events young 
David soon found himself at the head of a company of about 
four hundred men, more or less armed, more or less desperate.

It was a great training for him in preparation for his 
kingdom work later on. It gave him an inside view of the 
conditions of the ne’er-do-wells of society. Himself and his 
little army doubtless subsisted upon foragings, collecting a 
toll in the nature of a tax from the farmers. In offset to this 
toll, or tax, David doubtless defended them from the marau­
ders who frequently came, not only from the Philistines, but 
also across the Jordan from Moab. Evidently up to that time 
no adequate police protection had been provided by King 
Saul’s government. Instead of guarding the interests of his 
subjects properly, the king was mad with jealousy against his 
faithful servant David, and from time to time instituted pur­
suits of him, much after the manner of hunting expeditions for 
wild beasts in the forest.

Amongst those who came to David were three of his neph­
ews, sons of his sister. These afterward became very promi­
nently identified with King David in all his work. One was 
Joab, who became the captain of the host, or general. 
Abishai and Asahel were the two others, men of ability, who 
afterward became renowned in the kingdom.

D A V ID ’ S N O B IL IT Y  OF C H A R A C TE R
For a time David and his company had the cave of Adullam 

as a stronghold. It is greatly to his credit that he refused to 
plunge his nation into civil war, as he would have been abund­
antly able to do. Evidently the majority of the people would 
have sided with him from the first, and his victory over King 
Saul might have been easily accomplished. And how easily 
he might have deluded himself into thinking that such would 
be God’s will! He remembered that the Lord, through the 
Prophet Samuel, had anointed him to be the king; but he re­
membered also that it was not for him to take possession, but 
to abide God’s time, when divine power would overthrow Saul’s 
kingdom and give the control to himself as Saul’s successor as 
king.

How blessed it would be if all of God s people would thus 
remember to wait upon the Lord! “ Wait ye upon me, saith 
the Lord, until that day when I  rise up to the prey.” The 
Lord’s times and seasons are best for us, and any attempt on 
our part to push ourselves in advance of the Lord’s will would 
be sure to react unfavorably. It was because David was thus 
full o f faith in God and possessed of the spirit of obedience to 
him that he was called a man after God’s own heart—not that 
he was perfect— not that he always did the Lord’s will, but 
that the Lord’s will was his real heart’s desire; and whenever 
through weakness of the flesh he took a different course, he 
was prompt to repent on seeing the mistake, to implore divine 
forgiveness and to change his course.

Joseph Parker, commenting, says, “ There is no straining 
of the meaning in discovering in all this picture a type of the 
position of Jesus Christ in the world. He was despised and 
rejected of men; he had not where to lay his head; and the 
people who immediately surrounded him were characterized by 
unaccountable expectations, personal inferiority, social degra­
dation, and also by needs of every description; surely it was 
no valiant or brilliant host that gathered around the Son of 
God whilst he tenanted this Adullam cave which we call the 
earth.”

While sojourning with his followers at the cave of Adul­
lam, David, in a fit o f home sickness, referred to the fine well- 
water of his Bethlehem home, intimating how much he would 
relish it if  he could have it here. Thereupon three of his faith­
ful followers, one of them his nephew, undertook the perilous 
journey, unknown to David. It was perilous for two reasons:

first, they were outlaws from King Saul; second, Bethlehem 
was in the hands of the Philistines at the time; but notwith­
standing these difficulties these brave men manifested their 
love and loyalty to their leader, and brought a water-skin from 
the favored well.

When they arrived and presented it to David, he showed a 
wonderful loyalty of heart. Not only did he appreciate the 
great devotion that they had shown, the risk that they had 
run and the water that they had brought, but he declared it 
was too precious and gotten at too great a cost to be lightly 
used. He poured it forth upon the earth in oblation, a sacrifice 
of thanksgiving to the Lord for the blessings they were en­
joying and for the comfort and support of such loyal asso­
ciates. Surely the greatness of David and his devotion to the 
Lord and his faith were well manifested again in this trans­
action! It marks him as more than an average man— a noble 
man.

T R AIN IN G  FOR KIN G D O M  W O R K
By this time David and some of his followers were at a 

place called Nob, where Ahimelech the priest showed him kind­
ness. King Saul, learning of this through a spy, slaughtered 
all the priests of that place and all of their lineage, eighty- 
five persons. This brought to David one of the sons of Ahime­
lech with the priestly ephod. One of the prophets had also 
joined David. All o f this helped to make David’s position the 
more secure, and to convince Saul all the more that God’s favor 
was departed from him. Nevertheless Saul continued to fight 
against God and his divine program.

Under these circumstances David’s forces gradually in­
creased to the number of six hundred, increasing his experi­
ence also and preparing him the better for his coming work. 
As Bishop Wilberforce remarks, “A  mighty training lay in that 
wild outlaw life for the knowledge and government of men. 
Nothing but the completest personal supremacy could hold such 
unruly elements under any species of command; and David, 
the unwilling head of such a following, learned in mastering 
them the secret of governing men and of knitting together 
their discordant hearts into an harmonious unity.”

Every now and then King Saul would become feverish for 
the destruction of David. On one of these occasions, David 
and his company were occupying a cave amongst the bleak 
rocks on the west side of the Dead Sea, when King Saul, with 
probably a good-sized company, pursuing David, entered the 
same cave for rest and refreshment—for how long we know 
not. Kitto tells us that some of these caves are quite large 
enough to shelter fifteen hundred men. Another writer re­
marks, “ A traveler indeed tells us that in one of them, which 
lies some twenty miles from En-gedi, no fewer than thirty 
thousand people once hid themselves. These caverns are dark 
as midnight. One can see outward clearly, but to see four 
paces inward is impossible.”

David and his associates were further back in the cave; 
and when Saul and his company entered it to rest, the desire 
of David’s band was that Saul at least should be killed, and 
that thus the trying experiences of them all might be ended 
and that a just recompense should be made for the evils the 
king had done and was doing. But David would not consent. 
Instead, however, he cut a piece from King Saul’s robe as a 
demonstration that the king had been fully within his grasp, 
and that he could have killed Saul had he chosen—as a dem­
onstration, too, of his loyalty to the king.

Then, when the king and his company had gone a certain 
distance so that there was no danger, David and his associates 
showed themselves and protested that the king was not appre­
ciative of the loyalty of his subjects, and that he was seeking 
their lives when they would not take his. Saul’s better nature 
was aroused; and he wept, saying, “ Thou are more righteous 
than I.”  And for the time, the hunting of the outlaw David 
was abandoned with the promise that he would never do so 
again. Nevertheless, our lesson tells of another similar experi­
ence a little later on.
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On this occasion David, with his nephew alone, went into 
Saul’s camp and took away from beside his head his spear and 
his royal water-bottle. Departing with these, they from a dis­
tance on an opposite hill, a ravine between, could easily speak 
to Saul and his host and be heard. David pointed out to the 
king that he not only was more vigilant than Saul’s soldiers, 
but that he was more loyal to the king’s interests and that if 
a messenger were sent he would return both the spear and the 
bottle; that- he wished no harm, but merely brought these away 
to further convince the king of his absolute loyalty; and that 
to pursue him as an enemy was a mistake.

Such an intrusion into the camp of a king today would be 
impossible because of modern methods of setting guards, pick­
ets, etc., but not so in olden times, nor to any great extent in 
eastern countries today. We recall that Gideon and his band 
similarly invaded a camp. We recall Abraham’s pursuit of the 
five kings, and his finding them enwrapped in slumber without 
proper picketing. A traveler of large experience in the East 
says, “ The Arabs sleep heavily, especially when fatigued. Often 
when traveling my muleteers and servants have agreed to 
watch together in places thought to be dangerous; but in every 
instance I soon found them to be fast asleep, and generally 
their slumbers were so profound that I could not only walk 
among them without their waking, but might have taken the 
very covering from them.”

A  P R O FIT A B L E  LESSON
David’s explanation of his unwillingness to take the life 

of his enemy was that Saul was God’s anointed, and that to 
have made an assault upon him would have been to attack the 
Almighty’s arrangements. This David could not conscienti­
ously do. “ Touch not mine anointed, and do my ministers no 
harm.”

It is well that we of today should have in mind this prin­
ciple. We are not to think of the kings of today as being the 
Lord’s anointed, however. They are their own anointed. 
Their kingdoms are kingdoms of this world. On the contrary, 
Israel was God’s special kingdom, which he had accepted under 
a special covenant arrangement. By divine authority King 
Saul had been anointed with special anointing oil, which typi­
fied the holy Spirit. David’s anointing with the same oil was 
not to give him a right to interfere with the Lord’s anointing 
previously accomplished in Saul, but to give him the assur­
ance that he was to be' the successor of Saul, not by his re­
moving Saul, but by the Lord’s giving the possession in his own 
time and way.

Although the coins of all the kingdoms of earth represent 
that their rulers reign and govern as representatives of Mes­
siah’s kingdom, we know that this is a mistake. Messiah’s

kingdom has not yet been established. We are still praying, 
“ Thy kingdom come.”

E A R T H ’ S F IV E  U N IV E R S A L  E M P IR E S
When God removed his typical kingdom from the earth, 

the message to that last king, Zedekiah, was, “ This shall not 
be the same. I will overturn, overturn, overturn it; and it 
shall be no more until he comes whose right it is and I will 
give it unto him.”  Thus was intimated an interregnum, as far 
as divine rulership in the world was concerned, from Zedekiah’s 
time until Messiah’s Millennial kingdom. Meantime, however, 
God did give the Gentiles an opportunity to show what kind of 
kingdom they would be able to establish in the world. From 
the days of Zedekiah, 606 B. C., to the present time, we have 
had four distinct kinds of government, and the fourth one 
modified in a deceptive manner. These kingdoms were (1) 
Babylonia, (2) Medo-Persia, (3) Greece, and (4) Borne. The 
present governments of Europe are the Boman Empire under 
a new gloss, or pretense. Their laws, methods and ambitions 
are the same as those of the Banians exactly; but deceiving 
and being deceived, they style themselves Christian kingdoms; 
and by common consent the whole world is accustomed to 
speaking of these as Christendom—that is, Christ’s kingdom.

The Bible pictures this; and in the symbolic image which 
represented all these governments, the feet were of iron the 
same as the legs, but were smeared with miry clay to make them 
look like stone feet—stone being the symbol of God’s kingdom. 
So these kingdoms of Europe today at war and manifesting 
anything but a Christian spirit— manifesting anger, malice, 
envy, hatred and strife, which the Apostle says are “ works of 
the flesh and the devil”-—these are the kingdoms which are 
claiming to be Messiah’s kingdom, and are represented in the 
feet of the image, colored like the stone kingdom, which is 
shortly to fill the whole earth.—Daniel 2:31-45.

Messiah’s kingdom is pictured as “ a stone cut out of the 
mountain without hands,” without human power; and it, in the 
days of these kings, represented by the toes of the image, is to 
smite the image and grind it to powder; and the stone is to 
become the great mountain, or kingdom, of the Lord in all the 
earth. This smiting, we believe, is near at hand, the present 
war of Europe being intended of the Lord to weaken the na­
tions and to prepare them for the next stage of trouble, the 
great earthquake, which in symbol signifies revolution.

Following the revolution quickly, is to come the great sym­
bolic fire which is to destroy the present order of things en­
tirely. This fire represents anarchy, the overthrow of all rule 
and authority. Thus God is allowing man to prove to himself 
that his best attainments are but imitations and ultimately 
lead to disaster. The lesson learned, all mankind will be ready 
for Messiah’s kingdom, which will then be ushered in and be 
“ the desire of all nations.”—Haggai 2:7.

KING SAUL’S LAST BATTLE
M a y  23.—2 S a m u e l  2-5.

DISTRESSED, HE ASKED AID OF TH E W IT C H  OF EN-DOR---- DECEIVED B Y  EVIL SPIRITS---- TH E BATTLE LOST---- SAU L AND JO N A TH A N
SLAIN ---- TH E SONG OF TH E BOW , OR SAU L’ S DEAD M A R CH ---- DAVID K IN G  OF JU DAH---- THEN OF ALL ISRAEL.

“Jehovah is my strength and my shieldj my heart hath trusted in him, and I  am helped.”—Psalm 28:7.
Today’s study covers an interesting period in the history of 

Israel and in the experiences of David, the beloved of God. 
Persecuted and hunted by King Saul, no place was safe for 
David. The Philistines, desiring him for a friend rather than 
a foe, gave to David and his followers the city of Ziklag. 
While residing there, David’s conquests were over the Amalek- 
ites, and never against the Israelites. He could not willingly 
battle against the Lord’s people, though he felt free to fight 
against those whom the Lord declared were to be destroyed 
because their wickedness was come to the full, to the limit of 
divine permission.

Meantime, the end of Saul’s reign was nearing. A fresh 
invasion of the Philistines required all the army he could mus­
ter, and then he felt very dubious respecting the results. Al­
though as king, in harmony with the divine regulation, he had 
ordered all witches, wizards, and all who claimed to communi­
cate with the dead to leave the land of Israel, nevertheless 
there were some here and there remaining. In his extremity, see­
ing the Lord would not answer him, King Saul visited the 
Witch of En-dor—said by some to have been the mother of the 
king’s chief general, Abner.

The witch, after being assured that it would not work ill 
for her, got into communication with the fallen angels, who 
she supposed, as spiritualists still suppose, were the spirits of 
the dead. Doubtless she was honest, and thought it was Samuel 
that was called. But the Bible assures us that “ the dead know 
not anything.” Samuel was sleeping with his fathers, waiting 
for the resurrection morning, and could give no counsel, could 
know nothing about matters going on.

The evil spirits, however, in that time as well as now 
through mediums, personated the dead and, using their superior 
knowledge, answered as instead of the dead. The questions 
having been propounded in this case, the answer was that the 
king would lose the battle the next day, and that himself and 
his sons would be slain.

We do not know how the fallen angels know so much about 
the matters of our race, but we do know that it is unwise for 
any to have any dealings with them; for the Lord has for­
bidden it. Their sole object is to deceive the people; and, ac­
cording to St. Paul, through dreams and revelations they have 
brought into the church various doctrines of devils (1 Timothy 
4 :1), which, becoming incorporated in our creeds, like the fly 
in the ointment, have made them to stink.—Eccl. 10:1.

Happy would it be for people if  they realized what the Bible 
so clearly teaches; namely, that the dead are dead and can 
give no information of any kind, that they have neither joy 
nor suffering, but are simply in a state of suspended animation, 
awaiting the dawn of the better day in which Immanuel, Mes­
siah, will bring the knowledge of the glory of God to all as the 
result of his ransom-sacrifice at Calvary. The teaching that 
the dead are more alive than they were when they were alive 
it not only senseless, but contradictory to the Lord’s Word, 
and has become the foundation of all the various grievous 
errors which have distressed the reasoning faculties of Chris­
tian people. None would pray for the dead, or say masses for 
them for their release from purgatory, if they knew that their 
dead friends were merely sleeping until the resurrection 
morning.
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But, worst of all, this theory that the dead are alive has be­
come the foundation of serious blasphemies against God, in 
which all denominations are more or less joined as represented 
by their creeds. These blasphemies consist in declarations 
respecting God’s character and plan which would be a disgrace 
to any devil, and are far from the character and attributes of 
the God of all grace, the Father of all mercies, from whom 
eometh down every good and every perfect gift.—Janies 1:17.

“ TH E SONG OF TH E B O W ”
When David heard of the results of the battle, his sym­

pathy for Saul and for Jonathan was expressed in a beautiful 
poem, which is remarkable for the fact that it contains not a 
single suggestion of how Saul had persecuted him or sought his 
life. It compliments Saul for what good he had accomplished. 
It tells of the tender love of Jonathan, surpassing that of 
women. This ode is recorded in 2 Samuel 1:17-27, The Dead 
March from Saul is an attempt on the part of the musician to 
put the sentiment of David’s Song of the Bow for Jonathan 
and Saul into the music of our day; and thus it has become 
identified with the funeral services of the great today.

In the battle Saul’s sons were killed, including Jonathan. 
Saul himself was wounded. Fearing that if he should fall
into the hands of the Philistines alive they would torture him
to death, he desired his armorbearer to slay him, and finally 
suicided with his own sword.

A young Amalekite, thinking to curry favor with David, 
and knowing something of how he had been persecuted by 
Saul, brought him the news of the death of Saul and gave him
Saul’s crown and the bracelet that was on Saul’s arm, telling
that he had dispatched King Saul at the latter’s request— 
probably, however, manufacturing this part of the story to 
bring honor to himself. At all events, David received the mat­
ter in a totally different way from what was expected, saying 
to him, “ How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine hand 
to destroy the Lord’s anointed?” David then commanded him 
to be put to death. But for Saul and Jonathan he mourned 
until evening.

David waited upon the Lord those many years, fully confi­
dent that in the end he should be the king of Israel, but not 
hastening the event in any way, simply standing ready for 
the responsibilities and the power of the office where the Lord 
should put him. What a wonderful example we have in David’s 
course! How much Christians can learn of patient waiting for 
the Lord’s time in all their affairs—not only waiting for the 
kingdom while they pray, “ Thy kingdom come,” but also wait­
ing for the Lord’s leading and providence in all their affairs, 
overruling them all for good! It is one of the too frequent 
mistakes made by Christians, that they overlook the Lord’s 
providence and promised supervision of their interests, and 
attempt to do for themselves, often to their own disadvantage.

David realized that the time had probably come for himself 
and his companions to move from the Philistines’ country, and 
he inquired of the Lord by the priest and the ephod. The 
answer was that he should go into Judea. Next he made in­
quiry, Into which city? and the answer was, Hebron. Thither 
David and his companions removed with their families; and 
the tribe of Judah, his own tribe, promptly recognized him as 
their king. It was over seven years after this, however, be­
fore he became the king of all Israel. Meantime, one of the 
sons of King Saul, Islibosheth, had survived, and Abner, Saul’s 
chief general, had him anointed king of Israel. King David 
of Judah made no attempt to coerce the other tribes, but con­
tinued his waiting for the Lord’s due time.

Meantime, however, Abner gathered an army against David’s 
servants, and a fierce battle ensued, in which David’s forces 
were the victors; the others lost the fight. Finally Abner,

angered with King Ishbosheth, proposed to David that he 
would become David’s vassal, and would assist in turning the 
hearts of all the Israelites toward him. King David appre­
ciated the proposition, doubtless considering it to be the Lord’s 
will and in harmony with the Lord’s promise. However, the 
matter did not so carry out; for Joab, David’s nephew, the 
chief man of war, slew Abner deceitfully. Again we see Da­
vid’s conduct in contrast with the average sentiment of his 
time. Instead of rejoicing in the death of Abner, the king 
mourned for him, and denounced his nephew for the wrong 
course he had pursued. He was courageous enough in the 
presence of his own ablest soldier to extol the virtues of Abner 
as a great soldier, saying, “A mighty man has fallen in Israel.”

K IN G  OF A L L  ISR A E L
But a little while after this, others, misunderstanding King 

David, slew King Ishbosheth and brought his head to David 
as an evidence of his death, expecting doubtless that they would 
be rewarded. On the contrary, they also were condemned. 
They had slain the king. They were esteemed worthy of the 
same punishment, and were themselves slain. Thus did the peo­
ple see exemplified in David’s course principles of righteousness 
quite uncommon in his day, and we might say, uncommon still. 
All these things served to endear to the people the king, who, 
they perceived, was not merely self-seeking, narrow, but was 
broad-minded and even generous toward his opponents, his 
enemies. He seems to have had a great appreciation of jus­
tice and also a breadth of sympathy for his enemies.

King David was thirty-seven years old when finally the 
eleven tribes sent a delegation to confer with him, indicating 
that they would appreciate having him as the king over all 
Israel. This was seven years and a half after the death of 
King Saul, and probably about seventeen years after David 
had been anointed first by Samuel. Faith and patience mark 
every step of those years and show us King David’s character 
as we could not otherwise have known it. Its grandeur was 
chiefly shown in that it manifested a devotion to God and a 
submission to the divine will.

The king’s acceptance as king of all the tribes of Israel 
marked the third time that the holy anointing oil was put 
upon his head.

Meantime King David had grown stronger and stronger 
in conquering his enemies—the enemies of the Lord—those 
whom God declared should be destroyed. We remind our read­
ers afresh that the Lord declared that the iniquity of the 
Amorites had come to the full, and thus indicated it to be his 
will that they should be destroyed from the earth. Whether 
destroyed in battle or by pestilence or famine, mattered noth­
ing to them, as the divine sentence of death must be car­
ried out.

However, all the while that God has been permitting sick­
ness, war, famine, pestilence, death, to reign in the world, he 
has been preparing for human redemption, human salvation 
through the great Redeemer. Messiah’s kingdom is soon to 
take control of the earth, to cause a cessation of the reign of 
sin and death, to cause the binding of Satan and to cause the 
sunlight of divine truth to flood the earth. Then all the blind 
eyes will be opened and all the deaf ears will be unstopped, to 
know, to understand the true God, his true message.

Meantime, those who died by Israel’s sword will know 
nothing of the lapse of time. They will awake in the Mil­
lennial kingdom, when all that sleep in the dust of the earth 
will awake. They will then be under the most favorable con­
ditions we could ask for them— freed from the shackles of 
ignorance and superstition, with Messiah’s kingdom ready to 
help them out of their weaknesses and degradation back to 
human perfection, lost in Eden, redeemed at Calvary.

INTERESTING ITEMS
TH E T Y P E W R IT E R  AND PRO G RESS

Among the great inventions of our day is the typewriter, 
It came upon the market just forty years ago, in 1874, as a 
merchantable and usable convenience, after having been seven 
years in process of development. The Bible, we believe, marks 
that same year, 1874, as the beginning of the harvest of this 
age. What a wonderful forty years it has been? What won­
derful blessings these years have brought to mankind! What 
evidence they give of the dawning of the new dispensation, 
which the Bible teaches began there! Notice some of the 
great inventions-—the telephone, electric light, trolley-car, per­
fecting printing press, cheap pulp paper, linotype and mono­
type machines, gas engine, automobile, aeroplane, talking ma­
chine, moving pictures, and a hundred other conveniences, im­
provements, etc., not forgetting the wireless telegraphy.

Great as are the blessings enumerated, none of them surely

can compare with the great blessings that God has given to his 
consecrated people, who have in these same years been seek­
ing the light of the new dispensation in the Word of God. The 
blessing, joy and enlightenment which they have received is 
beyond all comparison and all valuation!

W A R  H A STE N IN G  M ILLE N N IU M  
I f  anyone had suggested a year ago the possibility of total 

abstinence being established by law in Russia, Germany and 
Great Britain, he would have been considered idiotic. Truly

“ God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform.”

Men, in the interest of war, are preparing to abolish in­
toxicating liquors. Russia already has done this. The report 
is that her millions of people are blessed greatly for the better 
— improved mentally and materially. Germany is already dis-
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cussing the matter. The Prime Minister of Great Britain and 
the King favor total abstinence as a war necessity because 
the workers are hindered by the use of liquor from accom­
plishing the work necessary to be done for the prosecution of 
the war. How wonderful this appears! Is the light of the 
Millennial morning breaking upon the world?

Look again! Great Britain and Germany have been fear­
ing Socialism and every way seeking to combat it as destruc­
tive of present institutions. As we have already pointed out 
many of the Socialists will be identified with the Millennial 
kingdom. How strange to find that the great war now raging 
is tending toward Socialism—that while Socialists have joined 
the army the Governments at war are adopting socialistic 
measures!

For instance in Great Britain: Speedily after the declara­
tion of war the British Government took over the control of 
all the railroads of the kingdom, to facilitate the moving of 
troops and war materials. Now the British Parliament has 
given the Government full authority to take over the entire 
manufacturing business of Great Britain and place it under 
a central management, with a view to increasing the output of 
war materials. This bill, which passed on March 9th, the 
Hon. Andrew Bonar Law declared as a measure, “probably the 
most drastic ever laid before Parliament.” It passed unani­
mously.

In Germany the Government’s action has been no less 
drastic—the Government has absorbed all power. The extreme

in this direction was the seizing o f all food supplies and the 
doling of the same out to the people according to their needs, 
dictating the proportions of ingredients, the quantity to be 
eaten and the price to be paid. Could any Socialist imagine 
the principle for which he contends more fully put into execu­
tion—by those, too, who have opposed Socialism in the past?

How will it be when this war shall end? Will individual­
ism and private ownership return to the control of affairs in 
Great Britain and Germany? I f  the attempt is made to re­
store them, will it not bring a clash? Will it not bring the 
great social earthquake which the Bible declares will imme­
diately follow the war? And will not that social earthquake 
lead straight on to the fire of anarchy, as the Bible indicates? 
We so believe: We must with patience wait, nor attempt to
hasten the Lord’s arrangements. However, let us remember 
that the Lord declares that he will hasten these things at 
the present time and that a short work will he make of matters.

Speedily the glorious kingdom will be established, even 
though it be through blood and earthquake and fire. How, 
then, will those feel who are deriding the thought that Mes­
siah’s kingdom is in process of establishment— that this war is 
identified with its establishment and that it will be fully in­
augurated in the midst of the fire of anarchy, which it will 
quench by bringing in the new order o f things— the new heav­
ens and the new earth—the new ecclesiastical and the new 
social order—the doing of God’s will on earth.

MEMORIAL SUPPER REPORTS
We have excellent reports of Memorial celebrations this 

year. It would appear that everywhere it has been the same 
as here in New York— larger attendance and a deeper ap­
preciation than on any preceding occasion. The New York 
City congregation had a most impressive service at T he 
T emple. It was good to be there! A spirit of sweet solemn­
ity, confidence, rest, seemed to pervade the large gathering in 
The Temple's fine auditorium.

In harmony with our well-known suggestions, the differ­
ent little classes in the suburbs of New York held their own 
separate meetings for the celebration of the Memorial, even 
though they reckon themselves part and parcel of the New 
York and Brooklyn congregations, and meet as one church. 
The reports as to numbers participating show considerable 
progress during the past year. Quite a number partook of 
the emblems for the first time. Many of the new ones were 
more or less attracted to the truth through the opposition 
which the enemy has been stirring up. The evil attacks led to 
examination; and the truth was all the more beautiful and 
forceful in its contrast with the error. If the ministers of

the various churches become more violent and slanderous they 
will, no doubt, awaken all of God's true saints and draw their 
attention more or less to the truth. For a saint of God to 
come into contact with the truth is almost like bringing a 
piece of steel into close relationship with a magnet.

Nor is the increase of numbers, of interest and of deep 
piety in the New York congregation alone. Everywhere, so 
far as our reports go, the same principle seems to be applic­
able and the same results inevitable.

We subjoin reports from some of the congregations al­
ready heard from. Compared with the reports of last year 
the showing is very fine.

Other reports from Memorial celebrations are coming in 
gradually. Although we have noted only those showing twen­
ty-five or more in attendance, this does not signify that we 
are not deeply interested in having the reports from every 
celebration. Please send them in, therefore, as they become 
the basis of our judgment in other matters connected with 
the interests of the classes.

New Y ork  C ity ..........................1119
London T a b e r n a c le .. ............. 769
Forest G ate................................  36S
Chicago, 111..................................  720
Los Angeles, Cal...................... 445
Pittsburgh, P a . . . ....................  415
Boston, M ass.............................  415
D etroit, M ich .............................  356
Philadelphia, P a ........................  300
M inneapolis and St. Paul,

M inn.............................................. 266
Toronto, Ont.............................  259
Seattle. W ash.............................  256
Cleveland, 0 ................................ 240
Vancouver, B. C ........................  237
Portland, Ore.............................  219
St. Louis, M o ...........................  203
W ashington, D. C ...................  196
San Antonio, T ex ...................  185
Cincinnati, 0 .............................  185
Indianapolis, In d ...................... 183
Buffalo, N. Y .............................  173
Columbus. 0 ...............................  167
Dayton, 0 ....................................  165
Providence, R. 1 ........................  159
Kansas City. M o........................  154
Milwaukee, W is ........................  153
Oakland, Oal...............................  146
Toledo. 0 ....................................... 145
V ictoria , B. 0 ........................... 119
Baltimore, M d........................... 118
Louisville-, K y .............................  113
Roseland, 111................................ 112
Oldham, E nglan d ....................... 106
Edinburgh, S cotlan d ...............  102
Lancaster, P a .............................  101
Bellingham, W ash...................  100
Spokane, W ash........................  98
Houston, T ex .............................  96
Tacoma, W ash..........................  92
Springfield, M ass...................... 90
Richm ond, V a .............................  87
Binghamton. N .  Y ...................  8 2
W orcester, M ass........................  82

St. Joseph, M o............
A llentown, P a ..............
Swam pscott, M ass.. . 
Grand Rapids, M ich.
Atlanta, Ga...................
So. Chicago, III..........
Camberwell, Jam aica
Ham ilton, Ont..............
Youngstown, O ............
R ock ford , 111.................
H artford , C onn............
Pasadena. Cal..............
B irmingham , A l a . . . .
Edmonton, A lta .........
Newark, N. J ..............
Tampa, F la ...................
A ltoona. P a ...................
Memphis, Tenn.........
Panama City, Panama 
Oklahoma City, Okla.
New Albany, In d .........
San Diego. Cal............
N orfolk, V a ...................
Omaha, N eb.................
New Haven, Conn.. . . 
Schenectady, N. Y . . .
Jackson. M ich ..............
Bridgeton, Barbadoes
Dallas, T ex ...................
Aurora, 111...................
Scranton, P a .................
Troy, N. Y ...................
York, P a ........................
Cumberland. M d . . . .
Cromwell, C onn.........
Easton, P a ...................
Sharon. P a ...................
W ilm ington, D e l.........
Jacksonville, F l a . . . .
Akron. O ........................
Reading. P a .................
Topeka K a n s...............
M o l i n e , I I I ......................
W ichita, K an s..............

82 Des Moines, l a ............................
80 P ort Huron, M ich.......................
75 Lawrence, M ass..........................
75 Johnstown, N Y ..........................
71 London, Ont................................
70 M ontreal, Que.............................
70 Terre Haute, In d ......................
70 Bloom field, N. J ..........................
69 W atertow n, N. Y ................... ..
67 New Castle, P a ...........................
66 Camden. N. J ..............................
65 Joplin, M o.....................................
64 B a y  City. M ich ..........................
64 Passaic, N. J ........................  •
64 K noxville, T enn..........................
62 M attoon, 111................................
61 Auburn, In d ................................
61 Chattanooga, Tenn...................
60 Sidney, N. S ...............................
59 Santa Ana, Cal...........................
59 Piqua, O .......................................
58 Crooksville. O.............................
57 Paterson, N. J ..........................
56 Springfield. I l l .........................
55 Saginaw, M ich ..........................
53 Boise, Id a h o ................................
52 B rockton, M ass..........................
52 W arren O....................................
51 Springfield, O.............................
51 Canton, O ....................................
50 Sacramento, Cal........................
50 Lima, O...........................................
50 Tiffin. O...........................................
48 V an Buren, A rk ..........................
48 The Dalles, Ore..........................
48 Glens Falls, N. Y .....................
47 H ollister, O. (H u n g .) ............
46 W heeling. W . V a ......................
45 Berne, S w itz ...............................
45 E. L iverpool, O ..........................
45 Chester and M oore, P a .........
45 Jamestown, N. Y ......................
4 4  Duluth, M i n n .............................
43 K irkaldy, S cotlan d ..................

43 H arrisburg, P a ..........................  30
43 Pittsfield, Mass........................... 30
43 M uncie, In d .................................  30
42 W aterbury, C onn.......................  30
42 Flint, M ich .................................... 30
42 Ottawa, O nt.................................  30
40 F t. Smith, A rk ............. ..............  30
40 Paragould, A r k ..........................  30
40 Tonawanda, N. Y ........................  30
40 Newark, 0 ....................................  30
39 C olorado Springs, C olo..........  30
39 Syracuse, N. Y ............................  29
39 Kewanee., 111.................................  29
38 St. Petersburg. F la ................... 29
37 Iola, K ans...................................... 29
37 Chatham, Ont...............................  29
37 Brandon, M an..............................  29
36 Johnstow n, P a ............................  29
36 New Philadelphia, 0 ................ 28
36 Anna, 111......... . ........................... 28
35 Kalam azoo, M ich .......................  28
35 Tamaqua, P a ...............................  28
35 Owen Sound, Ont.......................  28
35 E lwood, In d .................................  28
34 H averhill, M ass.......................... 28
34 Zion City. I l l ...............................  28
8 4  M a g n e t ,  I n d ................................. 27
34 B utler, P a ...................................... 27
34 Boaz, A la ...........................   27
34 H obart. Okla............................... 27
34 Beaumont, T ex ............................  27
34 N orristow n, P a ..........................  26
33 Toronto, 0 .................................... 26
33 Brazil, In d .................................... 26
32 P ort Clinton, 0 .......................... 26
32 Tulsa, Okla.................................... 26
32 Calmar, A lta .................................  26
32 Fairmont, W . V a .......................  26
32 Lowell, M ass...............................  25
81 Cortland, N. Y ............................  25
31 New Orleans, L a .......................  25
31 Rosenberg, T ex ..........................  25
3 1  M a d i s o n ,  W i e ............................... 25
31
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