INTERESTING LETTER

A BAPTIST AND PRESENT TRUTH
Dear Brother Russell:—

Thinking that my experience in coming into the truth might
be of interest to you, I am sending to you the following:

In 1886 my father saw your advertisement in the Christian
Herald, that Volume 1, MILLENNIAL DAWN, was in preparation.
As soon as he saw the announcement that it was ready, he sent
his $1 and got its teachings, aceepting it as rapidly as he saw
that it harmonized the Seriptures.

At that time T had joined the Baptist churech. After mak-
ing surc that the book contained nothing but the truth, my
father cndeavored to give the same truth to me. He spoke
to me about the unscripturalness of the doctrine of eternal
torment, the immediate going to heaven or hell at death and
the doctrine of the natural immortality of man. I was fearful
of doetrines which were so different from my Baptist belief;
but as he quoted Seriptures, I did not feel that I should oppose
them. It seemed to me that there were other Scriptures which
taught the opposite; and I felt sure that he must be mistaken,
though I did not say so. T quietly determined to read ihe
Bible through, noting all the passages I could which bore on
these subjects, so that T wounld be sure of what the teaching of
the whole Scripture is. I felt sure that if I prayed to the
Lord for guidance that I might know the truth, he would not
let me go astray. I realized that there was no use in quoting
a text here and there. When I spoke to my father, T would
give him quotations from every portion of the Bible, and thus
show him that the general teachings of the Bible were opposed
to his newly found ideas.

teading during my spare time, it took me six months to
read the Bible, marking down the texts I noticed. At the end
I had some 725 Seriptures cited:

(a) The first column contained texts which seemed very
clearly to teach the old doctrine of eternal torment. the im-
mediate reward after death, and the immortality of the soul.
This colleetion contained about twenty-five texts.

(h) The second column contained texts which elearly sup-

ported my father’s side. In this column I had ahout one hun
dred and twenty-five texts. This somewhat disturbed me.

(¢) The third column contained texts which did not ex-
actly favor my belief, but which, while they scemed to favor
my father’s side, I did not feel like conceding to him until I
had further examined them.

1 then went over these texts and found that those in column
two all remained in that column; and the texts in column three
also went into ecolumn two. With this new fund of Bible
knowledge, I went over eolumn one, and found that over one
half of my texts had to go into column two also, leaving me
only about twelve or fifteen Seriptures, nearly all of which
were in figurative language. I then saw elearly that the doc-
trines T had heen taught from the creeds are wrong; and I at
once accepted the truth. In the last twenty-six years, through
the Lord’s grace, I have never had occasion to doubt the truth
on these matters.

While I was reading the Seriptures, my father frequently
tried to persuade me to read THE WarcH TowERr publications;
but I felt that I was seeking in the right place for truth, and
that if I were to read something of which I was already fear-
ful, I might be taking my case out of the Lord’s hands, and
thus go into darkness. He grieved considerably that I would
not talk with him or read anything he offered to me. 1
did not tell him that T was studying the matter all the time.
He was greatly surprised when six months later, I showed him
the results of my study.

1 now see how mueh labor and time I might have saved
had I gone prayerfully at once to THrE DIVINE PLAN OF THE
AcEs. That hook today seems more wonderful and satisfying
and Scriptural than when I first read it. Tt has proven itself
more impregnable to assaults from all parties than Gibraltar.
[ praise the Lord for the whole scries of STUDIES IN THE
ScripTURES, and have never heard any Bible expositions worthy
of eomparison with them. With much Christian love,

Your brother in Christ, A. T, RircHIe,

PREPARED HEARTS

FRANCES DARDEN

Prepuare our hearts to know thee, Lord,
And seek for wisdom in thy Word,

So, as our days, our strength may be,
To spread thy truth, o’er land and sea.
O’cr all the earth this light must shine,
Restoring faith to all mankind.

Run swiftly, oh! ye angel ‘‘feet,’’

Upon the mountains; tidings swect
Send forth! Proclaim the Word,

So men shall know their reigning Lord.
Earnest wateh, on Zion’s wall,

Lift high his banner over all;

Loud sound the Seventh Trumpet call!
Let truth prevail, and error fall!

BROOKLYN, N. Y., AUGUST 1, 1914

THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE

““If ye continue in my Word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.’”’—John 8:31, 32.

At his first Advent our T.ord eame to the Jewish nation,
which was a house of servants in covenant relationship with
God. To these was to be granted the first privilege of be-
coming sons of God, and their blessing would be in proportion
as they were faithful to the light that would come to them.
Before they could become sons of God, however, it was neces-
sary that Jesus should be their Redeemer, should make recon-
ciliation for iniquity, and thus open up the way. This he had
conte to do, but he had not done it as yet. Whoever would
come to understand the divine purposes and arrangements, and
act in harmony with them, should he made free, should he
liberated from the condemmnation resting upon them as Jews,
from the results of the weaknesses of their flesh, and would
be brought into full accord with God.

We can see that this great privilege also meant something
more than all this. Tt meant something still higher—even joint-
heirship with Messiah.  But all these things were a hidden
mystery as yct. They were known up to that time only by
our Lord himself; they were made clear to him beeause he had
heen hegotten of the holy Spirit. There were many things hard
to be understood. Jesus spoke in parables, in dark sayings,
for the very purpose of making the way of life then opened up
a ““narrow way.’” And so we read in the Seriptures that some
snid of the Master’s words: ‘‘This is a hard saying! Who
can hear it?’’ Who could belicve it?

The particnlarly hard saying referred to was that his ‘“flesh
was meat indeed, and his hlood was drink indeed,”” and that
by eating and drinking of these thcy might gain eternal life.
And so we read that after this many forsook him and aban-
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doned the thought of being his diseiples, so hlinded were they
to their own interests. Instead of following on patiently, they
said, This is all foolishness! We do not understand it!

Jesus was anticipating this condition of things when he
spoke these words to them. He would put them on their guard.
Tt was as though he would say, You have declared that ‘‘never
man spake like this man!’’ Already you have heard words very
different from the words of the serihes and Pharisees. Now
continue; hold on for a little while. Tf you will do this, you
will grasp the situation in due time. Fxercize faith—exercise
patience. You have begun to have interest in these things, and
as you fully hecome my disciples you will he granted a knowl-
edge of the truth. And this truth will make you free; it will
give you all the blessings and privileges that come to the chil-
dren of God. Greatly blessed were the few who took heed to
the Master’s counsel!

BLESSINGS BEGUN AT PENTECOST

These words of Jesus were not addressed especially to the
twelve apostles, but to the Jews in general who were sympa-
thetically drawn. Nicodemus may have been one of these; he
was inclined to stumble over the spiritual things; he could not
see how one could be horn again. The holy Spirit was not yet
civen, we read, ‘“‘hecause Jesus was not yet glorified.”” St.
Paul tells us that ¢“the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; neither
can he know them, hecause they are spiritually discerned.’’—
1 Corinthians 2:14.

But some saw cnough in Jesus to attract them to him.
These, in honesty of heart, said, Surely his words are true,
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and his criticisms of our nation are true. We do not see how
he is going to fulfill these prophecies; but he says to us, Hold on
and you will understand later. And some did hold on—*‘above
five hundred brethren.’”’ As Jesus had promised, these were
given the privilege of becoming disciples indeed.

When Pentecost came, the heavenly Father received all who
had continued in Jesus’ word, and they were begotten of the
holy Spirit into the Lord’s family. Then they began to see
spiritual things—they were illuminated. All the light did not
come at once, but they progressed as the days and years went
by. They were indecd Christ’s true disciples—such followers
of Jesus as the Father was pleased to recognize. They were
not only made free from the condemnation of the Law Cove-
nant, but made free {from sin and death. They received a new
will, a new mind, and the holy Spirit showed ‘‘the deep things
of God’’ unto them.

In his prayer to the Father, our Lord said, ‘‘Sanctify them
through thy truth; thy Word is truth.”’ By the word truth
Jesus was here rcferring to the Father’s revealment of his
divine plan through the holy Spirit; and the sanctifying in-
fluence would come through the knowledge of that truth, re-
ceived into an honest heart. This sanctification, or setting
apart, strietly speaking, began with the Pentecostal blessing,
and still continues to operate. And this sanctification pro-
gresses as long as the individual allows the truth to have its
designed influence in his life. We see a difference between
onr text and the one just quoted. In the latter case it is the
Word of Jehovah, and in the former it is the word of Jesus.
Jesus says, If you continue in my word, you will become more
and more acquainted with the heavenly Father, and will know
his will, his way, his method; thus you will know his Word.
All things are working out his will—the will of the Father—
and seeing and doing the will of the Father, the sanectifying
process will follow. Jesus says to all, ‘T am the way; I am
the truth; I am the life.”” T am the only one through whom
vou ean come to the Father and become his sons; and abiding
in me will bring you the grand econsummation.

THE CHANNEL OF ALL OUR BLESSINGS

We perceive, then, that Christ is the sufficiency which God
has provided for us in all respects. ‘‘He of God is made unto
us wisdom, and righteousness [justification], and sanctification,
and redemption [deliverancel.”” (1 Corinthians 1:30) We
first veeeived, through learning of his saerificial work on
our hehalf, necessary  wisdom, instruetion and guidance,
by which we may through his merit come to the Father, And
he is our wisdom all along the way. The heavenly Father had
o glovious plan hefore the foundation of the world; this was
hinted in Eden, just after the fall. In due time he gave a
further intimation of that plan through Enoch and through
Abraham, and still Tater through Moses and the prophets. But
how the world was to benefit from it was all hidden, all kept
seeret.

Not until Jesus came was the way of life opened up, made
manifest.  ¢“He [Christ] hath hronght life and immortality
to light through the Gospel.”” The essence of the Gospel was
never even declared, much less known, hefore Jesus came. The
Apostle Paul savs that this salvation ‘‘at the first began to
be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that
heard him.”’ (Hebrews 2:3) Our Lord began to speak it;
but the secret of the Gospel, its Mystery, was not fully re-
vealed until after Pentecost. Tt was not until after Jesus was
begotten of the holy Spirit that he himself began to compre-
hend it clearlv—not until then did he begin to set before us
the way of life and immortality. And even then his words
were parabolie, and it was not until his followers were begotten
of the holy Spirit that they were able to enter into ‘‘the deep
things of God.”’

JESUS OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

In addition to his being our wisdom, Jesus becomes our
righteonsness.  He covers our sins. He imputes to us his own
righteousness, the merit of his own sacrifice. And this imputa-
tion brings us to a condition of complete righteousness—mnot
actual, but reckened, which God is pleased to recognize in the
wav he has arranged.

Our Lord does not hecome the righteousness of everybody
--nof even of those who give some heed to his words—bhut to
those aleme who come to the point of full submission to the
Tather’s will.  And there is a good reason for this; for only
those who offer themselves to become memhers of his hody
during this Gospel age, only the spirit-begotten, would be
profited by a justifieation by faith. Others would he con-
demned to death by it now. Tn the next age, others will come
to him. Rut only those who come to him now, to walk in
his steps, have a faith-justification.

JESUS OUR SANCTIFICATION

The step of consecration on the part of those who hecowe

Jesus diseiples is in the Seriptures called sanetification. But
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it is not the same sanctification which comes to us through him.
God says, ‘‘Sanctify yourselves, and I will sanetify you’’—
that is, Sct yourselves apart, and then I will set you apart;
I will put you into this place where you desire to come. So,
to all of us who come to the Father through him, Jesus not
only becomes our justification, but through him we also have
sanctification—the complete setting apart. We are accepted
in him, and his grace and advocacy enables us to attain com-
piete and final sanctification.

God sets us apart by begetting us of the holy Spirit to the
new nature and making us prospective members of the royal
priesthood—prospective members of the body of the anointed
One. This is Seripturally called a foretaste, or ‘‘earnest,’’
of our inheritance, which will be experienced to the full when
we are changed from the human to the spirit nature—'‘changed
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.’’ But this ‘‘earnest
of our inheritance’’ is given us with the intention of our
growing in the process of sanctification already begun in us
until its completion., We attain this through Christ.

JESUS OUR DELIVERANCE

Those who make satisfactory progress will have in the
resurrection full deliverance from sin, from all imperfections
of the flesh, and from the flesh itself—full deliverance through
the power of the first resurrection. Christ thus becomes our
deliverance. We shall then attain the full completion of sons
of God on the divine plane.

In all these things Christ is the center; through him alone
can we obtain these blessings. While the Father gives them,
they are given through his Son, who is the Father’s repre-
sentative, Jesus received the Spirit of the Father and has
shed it forth upon us. This is pictured in the type, in the
anointing of the high priest. The holy anointing-oil was poured
upon his head, and it ran down over his body. So we are
anointed through our Head as members of the great High
Priest.

‘‘He who raised up Jesus from the dead will raise us up
also by Jesus’’; that is to say, Jesus will be the active agent.
But there are certain features of the divine plan which Jesus
will accomplish in his own name; for instance, the world’s
blessing and uplifting. While the Father is the Author of the
entire plan, yet this blessing comes to the world exclusively
through the saerifice of the Son. Christ will do the work of the
Millennial age, and will then deliver mankind up to the Father.

But his work for the church is different: ““The God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to his abundant
mercy, hath begotten us.”’ (1 Peter 1:3) It is not the Son
who has begotten us, though it is through the Son that we
receive this divine favor. The price, or cost, of obtaining this
special divine favor is the sacrifice of our lives. The partieu-
lar thing which the church receives more directly from the
Son is justification. Yet this justification is of the TFather,
and it is not an actual justification, but an imputed justifica-
tion. Tt is a special arrangement, on the Father’s part for us
that we may come into his favor now in advance of the world—
the first-fruits unto God and the Lamb.

Ours is a wonderful God, and his great plan of the ages is
marvelous beyond expression! Our hearts rejoice that our eyes
have been anointed to see these glorious things hidden to the
many during this Gospel age, knowing that all the blind cyes
shall yet be opened, and all the deaf ears be made to hear!

“THEY TURN THEIR EARS FROM THE TRUTH’’

The Lord’s preaching always produced two opposite ef-
fects upon the promiscuous multitudes that heard him: e
attracted one class and repelled the other. Those who were full
of pride and coneeit, and who preferred darkness to light
because their deeds were evil and because they realized that
if they admitted the light of Truth they must of necessity
conform their characters to it—all such were repelled by the
teachings of Christ. And if the Lord had undertaken the
work of the ministry according to the methods pursued today,
depending for support on the good will and contributions of
the people, that support would often have been very meager,
or at least, very fluctuating.

On some occasions multitudes received his testimony, but
Iater deserted him, walking no more with him as he eontinued
to enforce the lessons of divine truth. (Luke 4:14-29) Some-
times the multitudes hung upon his teachings, ‘‘wondering at
the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth’’; yet
again and again they forsook him, only the merest handful
remaining.—John 6:60-69.

What consternation would follow in the various churches
of today, if the professed ministers of the Gospel should fol-
low the Master’s example in similarly declaring the whole
counsel of God! Tlow quickly thcy would become unpopular
and be charged with breaking up the churches! The con-
gregations of the great temples of fashion ostensibly dedicated
to the service of God and the teachings of Christ would not
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stand it. They go there to be entertained with pleasing and
eloquent discourses from titled gentlemen who presumably know
the tastes and ideas of the congregation, and will preach to
please them. They are quite willing to pay their moncy for
what they want, but they do not want the truth.

Those who followed the Lord only for a little season and
then forsook him, of course then ccased to bhe his diseiples
and were no longer so recognized; nor did they presume longer
to claim to be his diseiples. A disciple is a puypil, a learner;
and when a man ccases to be a student and pupil of Christ,
the great teacher, he is no Jonger his disciple. This was
very manifest when the Lord was present, and when his name
wits one of reproach among men; but later, when his presence
was withdrawn, and when lis doctrines were unserupulously
mixed with human philosophics to such an extent as to divest
them of reproach, and to make them really void, then men hegan
to ¢laim to Le his disciples. This was long after his doetrines
haed been utterly repudiated.

THE REWARD OF TRUE DISCIPLESHIP

The Lord’s expression, ¢ Then are ye wy disciples indeed,”’
implies o distinetion between real and merely nominal diseiples.
Andd sinee we desire to continue to be Jesus? sincere diseiples,
let us mark the expressed condition:  ““If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed.””  The hypoerisy of
merely nominal discipleship is an abomination to the Lord.

Tt is a blessed thing to take the first step in the Christian
life—that of acceptance of Christ as our Redeemer and Lord
and yiclding ourselves fully to the Tather through him. But
the reward of this step depends entirely upon our continnance
in his word, in the attitude of true disciples. The disposition
of human pride is to wander away from the simplicity of divine
truth and to scek out new theories and philosophies of our
owi, or to pry into those of others who desire to be eonsidered
wise and great according to this world’s estimate.

The reward of continued discipleship is, ““Ye shall know
the truth’’-—not, Ye shall be ““ever learning and never able
to come to the knowledge of the truth.”” (2 Timothy 3:7)
Here is the mistake many make; failing to continue in the
Word of the Lord, they delve into various human philosophies,
which ipnore or pervert the Word of the Lord and set up op-
posing theories. To those who seck for truth among these
human theories, there is no promise that they shall ever find it,
and they never do.

Divine truth is found only in the divinely appointed
channel—our Lord, the apostles and the prophets. To continue
in the doctrines set forth in the inspired writings of the
prophets and the apostles, to study and meditate upon them,
to trust implicitly in them, and to faithfully econform our
characters to them, is what is implied in ‘‘eontinuing in the
Word’’? of the Tord. And this is entirely compatible with
the heeding of all the helps which the Lord raises up from
among our brethren in the body of Christ, as enumerated by
the Apostle Puul.  (Ephesians 4:11-15; 1 Corinthians 12:12-
14) The Lord always has raised up, and will to the end raise
up, such helps for the edification of the hody of Christ; but
it is the duty of every member earefully to prove their teach-
ing by the iufallible Word.

TIf we thus continue in the Word of the liord as earncest
and sineere disciples, we shall indeed ““know the truth,”’ be
“Cestablished in the present truth’’ [the truth due], and
““he rooted and grounded in the truth’’; we shall be ‘“firm
in the faith,”” and ‘“able to give a reason for the hope that
is in us’’; to ‘“earnestly contend for the faith once delivered
to the saints’’; to ““war a good warfare’’; to ‘‘witness a
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good confession’’ and to firmly ‘‘endure hardship as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ,”’ even unto the end of our conflict.

We do not come into the knowledge of the truth at a single
bhound; but gradually, step by step, we are led into the truth.
Every step 1s one of sure and certain progress leading to a
higher vantage ground for further attainments both in knowl-
edge and in cstablished character.

The truth thus aequired, step by step, becomes a sane-
tifying power, bringing forth in our lives its blessed fruits
of righteousness, peace, joy in the holy Spirit, love, meekness,
faith, patience and every virtue and ecvery graece, which time
and ecultivation ripen to a glorious maturity.

Not ouly shall the true disciple thus know the truth and
be sanctified by it, but the Lord also said, ‘*The truth shall
make vou free.”” Those who have received the truth know by
blessed experience something of its liberating power.  As soon
as any measure of it is received into a good and honest heart,
it begins to strike off the fetters of sin, of ignorance, super-
stition and fear. Its health-restoring beams penctrate the
darkest recesses of our hearts and minds, and thus invigorate
the whole being; it quickens our mortal bhodies.

‘‘THE ENTRANCE OF THY WORDS GIVETH LIGHT”’

Sin eannot endure the light of truth; and those who con-
tinue to live in sin when a suficiency of light has been received
to manifest its deformity must inevitably losc the light, be-
cause they are unworthy of it. Ignorance and superstition
must vanish before this light. And what a blessed realiza-
tion it is to be thus liberated! Millions, however, are still
under the blinding influence of error. Under its delusions they
fear and reverence some of the basest tools of Satan for their
oppression and degradation, because these hypoeritically claim
divine appointment; and they have been made to fear God as a
vengeful tyrant, consigning the vast majority of his ereatures
to an eternity of torment. Thank God! We who have re-
ceived the truth have awakened from that horrible nightmare,
and the hondage of Satan over us is broken. The light has
scattered our darkness.

We are made free, too, from the fear that we now sce
coming upon the whole world as the great civil and ecclesiastical
systems that have so long ruled the world arve bheing terribly
shaken, All thinking people are in dread of the possible out-
come of anarchy and terror; the alarm of all is increasing
as we near the awful erisis toward which we are rapidly hasten-
ing, and as the danger becomes more and more apparcnt. Yet,
in the midst of it all, and with the fullest assurance of the
infallible Word of God as to the terrors of the confliet through
which the world will soon have to pass, the true disciples of
Christ who abide in his word are not afraid, but rejoice; for
they know that God’s object in permitting this mighty storm
is to clear the moral atmosphere of the world, and that after
the storm, there shall come, by his providence, an abiding peace.
Tnstrueted in the truth, they realize the necessities of the situa-
tion, and have confidence in the divine providence that can
make even the wrath of man to praise him, make all things
work together for good.

Blessed promise!—‘If ye continue in my word, then arc
ve my disciples indeed. and ye shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.’”” Dearly beloved, having received
this wondrous favor from the Lord, shall we not continue in
it, giving no heed to seducing doctrines but bringing forth its
blessed fruitage in our lives? And shall we not be faithful to
it under all cireumstances, defending it against every assault,
and bearing its reproach? Tet us prove our appreeciation of the
glorious light by our loyalty and faithfulness, working out our
salvation with fear and trembling.

OUR GREAT BURDEN-BEARER

‘¢ (Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”’—1 Peter 5:7.

These comforting words of the Apostle Peter are addressed
to the church of Christ; and all who are of the Lord’s people
surely realize that there are eares and difficulties of life which
are our portion and which are perplexing. These cares of life
come also to those who arc of the world—to some more and
to some less. But they surely come to all who arc the Lord’s
children.

The word care is used in two different ways. Thinking of
the word in the sense of exercising proper thought and giving
proper attention to that which is entrusted to us, or concern-
ing which we are responsible, we might be in danger of mis-
understanding our text. The word care, however, very often
has in it the thought of worry, trouble of mind; and this is
its use by the Apostle in this place. The Apostle Paul also
says, ‘‘Be careful for nothing’’—be worried about nothing,
have anxiety about nothing. So we might render the words
of St. Peter, ‘‘Casting all your anxiety upon him; for he is
taking thought for you.’’

IMPORTANCE OF LITTLE THINGS

The Apostle’s advice is not that we shall throw off all
sense of responsibility, and cease to exercise care in what we
do and in respeet to our duties and obligations. Surely we
all agree that the man or the woman without care for anything,
in this proper sense, would be totally unfit for any position
in life. We often notice evidences of some one’s not having
heen sufficiently careful. Perhaps the wall paper has been
carelessly marred or the furniture scratched; doors are slammed
or left swinging when they should be closed for warmth, ete.
Some might say, Oh, these are very small matters! But one who
is eareless, thoughtless, and inattentive to these matters is very
likely to be untrustworthy in larger matters.

Personally, it is painful to us to see these things; and
undoubtedly it is so to all who exercise proper care. The
children of God, his representatives before men, should not
go blundering along through the world or needlessly annoying
others, whether it be the brethren or people of the world. Our
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influence for good may be greatly marred by inattention to
what might be called little things, but what in reality are not
s0. There is a trite saying which is full of meaning: ¢‘ Trifles
make perfection; and perfection is no trifle.”” The Lord’s
people should be the most careful people in the world.

Our Lord said, ‘‘He that is faithful in that which is least
js faithful also in mueh’’; and the reverse of the statement
would be equally true—that he that is unfaithful in that
which is least is unfaithful also in much. (Luke 16:10)
These little things of every-day life may prove to be more
crucial tests of real character than will seemingly larger
matters. Little courtesies, little acts of thoughtful considera-
tion for others, how much they mean! How greatly they
often affcet the happiness of those around us and our own in-
fluence as ambassadors of Christ! So we need to exercise much
care and thoughtfulness in regard to our words, our actions and
everything with which we have to do. This is not the care that
we are to cast upon the Lord for him to bear. This we are
properly to hear ourselves.

OUR EXPERIENCES SUPERVISED BY THE LORD

God is the most careful Being in the universe, we may be
sure. He is not careful, in the sense in which the word is
used in our text—in the sense of worry and unrest of mind
—Dbut he is care-full in the right and proper sense. There are
cares that come to the Lord’s people because they are har-
assed by the adversary. These experiences the Lord permits
for the very purpose of leading his people to cast their care
upon him, of bringing them closer to himself, of teaching
them patient endurance, of showing them more fully their
need of bim, their utter helplessness and wretchedness with-
out him.

But worries and frettings—anxieties that would hinder
us in the Lord’s service, that would rob us of our peace in
the Lord—should be dropped, not carelessly, however, but in-
telligently, with the thought that Jesus, our great Burden-
bearcr, has invited us, yea, urged us, to cast all our eare—
all that wounld disturb our peace—upon him. He will make
our hurden light and ease our tribulations. This is a test
of faith, and cannot be attained otherwise than through faith
in his love, faith in his promises.

OUR FATHER’S CARE FOR HIS CHILDREN

Each day that a Christian lives he should be more reliant
upon the Lord. He should realize more fully than before that
our heavenly Father, who has provided for the grass of the
ficld and for the birds of the air, cares far more for his
children than for the flowers or for many sparrows, and that
be has a plan also for the world—an arrangement for their
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blessing, in due time. But we have already entered into the
blessing of the Lord; we have already become his children,
and are his especial care. And ‘‘like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him’’—those
that reverence him.

We cannot be faithful ehildren of God if we are full of
worry. Worry is one thing, but proper carefulness is an-
other. We should be more careful every day, and thus be able
to fulfil our obligations to the world in general, to our families,
to ourselves, to the brethren, and to the Lord—to render our
God more effective service.

‘We are not to be troubled and anxious as to where we are
to get our next suit of clothes. We have a suit of clothing
for the present, such as the Lord has seen fit to give; and
we are to do our best to provide the things needed. If the
Lord should never give us apparel as good as many others
have, or as rich or dainty food, we should not worry, but be
content with whatever his providence arranges for us, and
accept it thankfully. He will give what is best—what is for
our good as new creatures. We should not doubt, nor fear
that he will not provide for our needs. He knows all about
our affairs, and is not unmindful of ouw welfare. ‘‘Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.”’

How needful this humility before God, and how consoling
and precious this loving assurance! As we go on in this
blessed way marked out by our Lord, let us learn more and
more fully that we are not to ask anything according to our
wills, but only that his will may be done in us and for us. His
Wisdom is unerring. Let us tell the Lord all about our bur-
dens, great and small, and let us appropriate to ourselves his
love and svmpathy, applying to our hearts the balm of his
Word, of the precious promises which are the heritage of his
own, trusting him that he is both able and willing to supply
our every need—yea, that he delights thus to bless us, if we
abide in his love.

‘‘How strong and sweet my Father’s care!

The words like musie in the air,

Come answering to my whispered prayer—
‘He cares for thee!’

‘“Then naught can hurt me, shade or shine,
Nor evil thing touch me or mine,
Since thou with tenderness divine

Dost care for me!’’

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL’S ENEMIES

‘‘Be thou strong and very courageous.’’—Joshua 1:7.

These words of Jehovah to Joshua upon his succession of
Moses, as the leader of Israel, were used on the oceasion of
the entrance of the children of Israel upon their new life after
they, as the people of God, had erossed the Jordan. They would
still have battles, more now than before, and perhaps more
than they realized, they needed strength—they needed courage.
The basis for their strength and ccurage was the promise of
God. God had declared to Abraham that he would bring his
seed into the land of Canaan, and would give it to them for
a possession. Those who believed this promise would need a
large measure of strength and courage.

God had sent Moses his servant to deliver them from Egypt,
and to bring them as his people to the land which he sware
unto their fathers should be theirs. It required a good deal of
courage to come up out of the land of Egypt; and God had
manifested his favor to them in the wilderness, by the bless-
ings which came to them when they were faithful and obedient,
and by chastisements when they failed and were disohedient
and rehellions. Now they were entering upon the realization
of the promises whose fulfilment had been anticipated. ‘‘Be
strone, bhe courageous,’’ they were admonished by Jehovah
throngh Joshua. They had come into the promised land, and
now they must war a good warfare against their enemies. God
had not promised to give them amicable possession; they were
to ficht and conquer their foes.

As Tsrael was a typieal people, so theirs was a typical war-
fare. It would have been terrible if they had thought that all
those people whom they were commanded to destroy were
thus to drop into a hell of torture unending! If the Israelites
were told to be strong and of good courage in sending their
enemies into such a hell, it would be a horrible thought! But
when we perceive that the penalty of sin is death and not
eternal torment and that ¢‘hell’’ is the condition of death,
we view the matter in a different light. Whether men die by
the sword or by pestilence or by consumption or by accident,

it is merely the fulfilment of the divine sentence upon the
whole race, which will continue to be fulfilled in God’s own
time and way. This gives a different aspect to the whole
matter.

HOPE FOR THE AMALEKITES, HITTITES, ETC.

The wickedness of the Amalekites, Hittites, Amorites, Periz-
zites, Jehusites, ete., had come to the full. They had had some
opportunities, some light, and the sinful course they had pursued
should now come to an end. They, and all others that have
gone down to the grave in ignorance and sin will, when
Messiah takes his kingdom, come forth to resurrection possi-
bilities and better, more favorable conditions. And as thay
in the past have had an experience with sin, they will in the
future have an experience with good, and an opnortunity to
decide then hetween right and wrong, good and evil. We hope
that there will be some of those peoples who will have profited
by their experiences in the past, and will choose the good when
the contrast is before them and the blinding influences re-

moved. ISRAEIL’S ENEMIES TYPICAL

The children of Israel represented spiritual Isracl. The
enemies which they destroyed represented the enemies of the
church. In the case of the church, we have come from a state
of sin and degradation into harmony with God. With some
this may have been a very prolonged journey, and with others
it may have been shorter, because of greater faith and obedi-
ence. We reached the place of special blessing when we made
a full consecration to God—we there entered into rest. ‘‘We
who have believed do enter into rest,’’ says the Apostle Paul.
And this rest which we enter seems to have been typified by
this ‘“promised land’’ of Canaan.

But when we enter into this rest of faith we find certain
powerful enemies that must be conquered. These enemies we
find entrenched in our own hodies. In the typical peoples who
were the enemies of Israel, those who were entrenched in
strong fastnesses the Israelites found it very difficult to dis-
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lodge and destroy; it was much easier to destroy others. So
far as we know, the Israclites were long, long years—centurics
perhaps—in thoroughly conquering the land and their enemies.
It was not until the time of King David that these enemics
were thoroughly subjugated. And so it 1s with the enemies in
our flesh—we should war a good warfare against them. We
must make no concessions to the flesh: all these enemies are
to be exterminated—fought to the death.

The result of this warfare is death; ecither the death of the
new creature or the death of the old creature. If the new
creature  fail to overcome, he will be exterminated--he
will die the second death  Jehovah, in using the words of our
text, is speaking more to us—the spiritual Teraelites—than to
Joshua and the natural Israelites; that is to say, we may
make a still deeper application of his words than could fleshly
Israel. But we cannot conguer in this fight alone. The Apostle
Paul exelaims, ¢ When I amm weak, then am I strong,”’ mean-
ing, When I realize my own weakness and cannot suecess-
fully battle alone against the flesh and its infirmitics, then am
I strong in the Lord. I could not fight a good fight of mine own
self. He realized the fulfilment of the promise of the Lord:
““My grace is sufficient for thee; for my strength is made
perfeet in [thy] weakness.?”’

Surely this is the experience of all of God’s ‘‘little ones.”’
And the realization of this leads us to look to the exceeding
great and precious promises of the T.ord, in order to strengthen
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our heart and to renew our endeavors, that we may be strong

and of a good courage, and that finally by God’s grace we may

come off conquerors, and more than conquerors, through him

who loves us and bought us with his own precious hlood.
TRUE COURAGE VS. SPIRIT OF BRAVADO

Let us be of a good courage!  There are various kinds of
courage:  One kind is born of egotism and self-relianee, an-
other kind results from a spirit of recklessness, which fails to
tiuke a proper estimate of the diificnltics to he encountered. But
true courage, the courage vwhich the Lord’s Word enjoins upon
his people, and whieh all spiritnal Israclites are to seek to
possess, is a courage which, while earefully noting and realiz-
ing the trials and difficulties hefore them, and recognizing their
own insufticiency, looks to the Lord in faith for the needed as-
sistanee, trusting in bis precious promises. This enables them
to be strong and courageous in the presence of diffieulties,
dangers and obstacles which would appal those who are trust-
ing merely in their own strength,

Tt will be noted that onr Motto-text for this year—1914
is along this same line, and is a part of verse 9 of the chapter
from which the text at the head of this artiele is taken. This
will be a momentous year—a glorions year! Then et us all
““be strong and very courageous’’—strong in the Lord and
in the power of his might! Greater is he who is on our part
than all they that bhe against us! Let us put on the whole
armor of God that we may be able to stand in this evil day.

THE WEDDING FEAST
AUGUST 23.—Matthew 22:1-14.

““0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would I have gathered
thy children togethcr, as a hen gathereth her brood under her wings, and ye would not!’’—ILuke 13:34.

Here we have another parable of the kingdom. Today’s
lesson shows that the promises of God and his providences
toward Israel under the Law Covenant were all designed to
fit and prepare the Teraelites to he God’s holy nation, and
especially to provide at the coming of Christ a sufficient num-
ber to constifute the cleet chureh, Messiah’s joint-heirs in the
kingdom—~his bride. The parable shows that only a few werve
““Tsraclites indeed,”’” in whom was no guile—not enough to
constitute the kingdom elass; hence the eall of this Gospel
age, seleeting from the Gentiles a sufficient number of saintly
characters to he joint-heirs with the Jewish remnant in the
Messianie kingdom.

The kingdom of heaven, otherwise styled the kingdom of
God, is not to he an earthly kingdom, but a heavenly one,
whose ruler, the glorified Christ, will not he an earthly king,
but a heavenly heing of the highest rank—of the divine na-
ture. This kingdom, representing God and the heavenly rule,
or dominion, is to he established amongst men for the eradi-
eation of sin. Tts first work will be the binding of Satan, the
““‘Prince of this world.”’ Afterward all the works of dark-
ness will he overthrown. The overthrow will at first cause
a great time of trouble, following which, as the reign of
righterousness progresses, the curse in its every form will give
wnv hefore the blessings of Messinh'’s kingdom—until there
shall be no more curse, no more sighing, no more crying, no
more dying.

But hefore this heavenly kingdom can he established, it
is a part of the divine deeree and arrangement that there
shall he a bride class selected from amongst men. These are
begotten of the holy Spirit and are God’s workmanship, in
whom he works by the excceding great and precious promises
of the Seriptures and hy the providences of life. Thus they
are heing transformed in mind and made ready for the glori-
ous hirth-resurrection hy which they will be “‘changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye,’”’ from earthly nature to
heavenly nature. Thus they will enter into the joys of their
Lord by becoming his bride class, his joint-heirs in his king-
dom.

APPLICATION OF THE PARABLE

For the development of this kingdom eclass the world has
now heen waiting since the days of Jesus, when by his death
he opened up a new way of life and became the Advocate
hefore the Father for all those desirous of being his disciples,
his joint-heirs, his hride.

Today’s lesson takes up the kingdom project at the time
of our Lord’s earthly ministry. ‘‘He eame unto his own, and
his own received him not. But as many as received him, to
them gave he power [liberty or privilege] to become sons of
God.”’—John 1:12.

Jehovah himself is the King who made a marriage for his
son—arranging hefore the foundation of the world that there
should be certain joint-heirs with Christ in his kingdom. This
marriage. of course, could not take place until the King's Son

had come into the world and had made the way for his fol-
lowers and for the kingdom of which he is to be king.

At the appropriate time God sent his servants to call them
that were bidden to the wedding; but they would not come.
John the Baptist and his disciples did this work of ealling 1o
the attention of the Jewish people the fact that the King’s
Son was in their midst. He said, ‘¢ There standeth one amony
you whom ye know not.”” (John 1:26) Again he said, “‘He
that hath the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who standeth and hearcth him, rejoiceth greatly
because of the bridegroom’s voice; this my joy therefore is
fulfilled.”” (John 3:29) John rejoiced to hear the voice of
the Bridegroom. Prophetically he foretold that the ecalling of
the bride class had come, although he himself could not be
a member of it.

MADE LIGHT OF THE MESSAGRH

Again other servants were sent forth, Jesus sent his dis
ciples to the Jews, saying, ‘‘Tell them that are bidden, Be-
hold, T have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fatlings are
killed, and all things are ready; comce unto the marriage’’
feast.

But was the message of Jesus and his disciples received?
Nay! The people, under the gunidance of the seribes and
the Pharisees, the theologians of that time, made light of the
message and went their wav—one to his farm, another to his
merechandise, saying, We do not believe this Message re-
specting the kingdom. Some did even worse than this, They
entreated these servants shamefully, spitefully, and slew them.
Not only was Jesus slain by the unbhelieving ones who had
heen invited to the feast, but his faithful diseiples also were
evilly treated and slain.

Then, as scen in another parable, Jehovah was wroth with
that people Israel, and sent forth his armies, destroyed those
murderers and burned up their eity. The fact that it was
the Roman army under Titus which destroyed Jerusalem in
AD. 70 did not make it any less the army of Jehovah, for
he is able to make the wrath of man praise him and able to
use whom he may please as his messengers, or servants.

GENTILES CALLED TO THE WEDDING

Meantime God said to his servants, the apostles, and to
others through them, The wedding is provided, but the Jew-
ish nation, which was especially invited, have not been found
worthy of the honor. Go ye therefore into the highways, and
as many as ye shall find, hid to the marriage feast. So those
servants went into the highways and gathered together as
many as they found, and brought them in. Thus the wedding
was provided with guests.

Highways represent public concourse, the world over. The
Lord’s ambassadors were no longer to restrict themselves to
Jews, but were to make known to every people, kindred and
tongue, the fact that God is now calling out of the world a little
company, lovers of righteousness, to be followers of the Lamb
and eventually to become joint-heirs with the Redeemer in his
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kingdom. Be it noted that these ambassadors were not to in-
tereept all the people in the highways, but merely to urge upon
all those whom they met in the concourse, the great privilege
of the open door to the wedding feast.

These were not all saintly, good; some of them, on the con-
trary, were bhad. The apostles explain this, saying that not
many great, not many rich, not many noble, but chiefly the
poor, the mean things of this world, hath God chosen. The
apostles speak, along the lines of our lesson, of the class that
God is selecting from the world. No matter how mean, no
matter how degraded, no matter how ignoble by nature—all
who are willing to receive the grace of God may be made suit-
able for the wedding by the covering of the wedding garment,
the righteousness of Christ.

Indeed, however noble or worthy many are naturally, they
are still not fit for the presence of the King. All who at-
tend this wedding must have on the wedding garment—must
be covered with the merit of Christ’s righteousness. The wed-
ding is thus furnished with guests—all that the King had in-
tended—every place filled. Thus and otherwise does the Lord
indicate that the number of the elect is a definitely fixed omne;
and that as soon as the special number has been found, the
call will cease.

INSPECTING THE GUESTS

The custom of the Jews, arranged by divine providence
doubtless, was that at every wedding feast each guest was
to put on a white wedding garment, covering his own gar-
ments. Thus all at the wedding were on an equal footing as
respeets dignity, because they were the guests of the host.
So all who come to God’s great feast provided through Christ
must come, not through any worthiness of their own in the
flesh, but acknowledging that they have an insufficiency of
merit to be acceptable to God, and must accept the merit of
Christ as making them worthy of the honor to which they
aspire in responding to this invitation.

Each guest entering the house was supplied with the robe,
and was expected to put it on immediately. For any one to
appear without that wedding garment would be a mark of
disrespeet to the host who had provided it. Indeed, for any
one to appear at the wedding without the robe would imply
that he had taken it off; for no one was admitted without
the robe. This is the picture given us in the parable. A
guest was found there who had not on the wedding garment—
one, therefore, who in disregard of his host had removed his
wedding garment, the wearing of which was the condition of
his admission.

The words, ‘‘When the king came in,”” signify an inspee-
tion just prior to the feast. Since the King of the parable is
Jehovah himself, this would seem to mean that God takes
note through the exhibition of divine justice in some manner
of any one professing loyalty, yet disregarding the merit of
Christ’s death. Or, Christ might properly be understood to
be referred to as the King in this instance; for at his com-
ing he is to be invested with kingly authority and power by
the heavenly TFather, as our Lord himself indicates in the
parables of the Pounds and the Talents. At his second ad-
vent, therefore, he tells us, he will himself inspect all those
who pose as being his faithful servants—all those who are de-
sirous of enjoying the wedding festival.

The man found without a wedding garment in the presence
of the king we should understand to represent a elass, and
not merely one individual. So we might find just such a class
today, professing to be followers of Christ, professing to be
waiting for the marriage of the Lamb, professing to hope to
enter into the joys of their Lord, yet telling us that they
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are no longer trusting in the merit of Christ’s sacrifice for
their standing with the Father. These have rejected Jesus
as their Savior, their Redeemer, the Atoner for their sins.
They merely retain him as their Teacher, and then, apparent-
ly, aceept only a part of his teachings.

These are manifestly unfit to be members of the bride of
Christ. Only the loyal, only the faithful, are to be of that
class. The parable shows that all those who reject the merit
of Christ’s sacrifice will be rejected from the kingdom class.
They are unable to say how they eame in without a ‘“ wedding
garment’’; for they did not come in without it. No one was
ever admitted into the fellowship of the spirit in the church
which is the bride of Christ without first having on the wed-
ding garment of Christ’s merit, covering his imperfection.
Those admitting thus that they have taken off the wedding
garment are cast out summarily. The king said to the ser-
vants, ‘‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into outer
darkness. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’’

THE OUTER DARKNESS

When our minds were filled with hallucinations of the dark
ages, we read into this and into other Scriptures what they do
not contain. We assumed that the class represented by the
man without the wedding garment would be cast into eternal
torment, and there suffer to all eternity. But now, examining
the Scriptures more carefully, we have perccived that as all
of these guests at the wedding came into the light of the wed-
ding chamber from the darkness of the outside world, so the
casting of one of them out of the light into the outer dark-
ness would merely mean the taking from suech a one the
im(})wledge and the joys represented by the wedding-chamber
ight.

As for the outside world, we know that the Apostle John
declares that the whole world lieth in darkness, ‘‘in the
wicked one.’”” We know also that as soon as the bride class
shall have been completed, a great time of trouble will pre-
pare the world for the blessings of Messiah’s kingdom later on.
During that trouble all those who are in the darkness will
have weeping and gnashing of teeth—discontent, anguish,
disappointment, ete., connected with the overthrow of many of
their wrongly based human hopes and expectations.

Our Lord concluded the parable with the statement, ‘‘For
many are called, but few are chosen.”’ This does not mean,
as we once supposed, that only an elect few will get any favor
from God in the future, and that all the remainder of mankind
will be eternally tortured. We must read it in harmony with
the context. The Jewish nation was called, or invited, to
the wedding—and failed, except the few ‘‘Israclites indeed.’’
For eightcen hundred years the message has gone out into
the highways, to one nation after another of the Gentiles, until
many have more or less heard the call of the Gospel age. Yet
only a few have accepted and have therefore come into the
elect condition. And of those who come into this elect con-
dition there will still be a class not properly appreciative which
will be cast away, or rejected.

Again the Master drew attention to the matter, saying,
‘‘Fear not, little flock; it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom.’’ The little flock, composed of both
Jews and Gentiles, will through their faithfulness become God’s
chosen people, his elect church, the bride of Christ. Then,
later om, they with their Lord will be the heavenly Father’s
agency for blessing all the non-elect with the glorious oppor-
tunities of restitution to all the earthly blessings and gond
things lost through Father Adam’s disobedienee and fall. ‘‘If
ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed and heirs.”’

INSTRUCTIONS FOR GOD’S WORKMEN

“‘Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.’’
—2 Timothy 2:15.

God’s approval should be the highest aim of every one
who professes to believe in him as the Creator, and especially
of those who accept him as their Father and who claim to hold
the precious relationship to him of children. His will should
be their highest law, and it should be a part of their daily
and hourly pleasure, as it is their privilege, to scek to know his
will and to do it. This implies study, consideration—mnot a
mere formality of thoughtless reading, or perfunctory worship,
but the diligent use of every available means to learn what is
his will.

The Apostle Paul gives Timothy the advice contained in
our text, and urges him to be ‘‘a workman that necdeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.”’ And
the intimation is that the ability rightly to divide the Word

of God is to be gained by the study of his Word. The truth
of astronomy might give us some knowledge; yet we see that
some who have devoted their entire lives to astronomy have lost
sight of God, and have become atheists. Guided by the Word
of God, any study may be helpful. But it must be viewed,
considered, received, from the standpoint of the revelation of
God.

The word workman suggests the thought of heing engaged
in service. This injunction of the Apostle applies to all who
belong to the church of Christ. We are God’s servants. A
great work is going on; this work is the ealling out of the
church elass from the world. The church that is ecalled out
is said to he the temple of God, whose ‘‘living stones’’ are
being chiseled and polished and made ready for their plaeces
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in the building. We are the workmen. We are seeking to
prepare ourselves for God’s presence, for God’s kingdom. This
preparation is our first duty; we are to preparc ourselves and
to help to prepare others.

TRUE CAUSE OF MUCH FAILURE

The fashioning of these ‘‘living stones’’ is the develop-
ment of their characters. Each one thus engaged is working
out his own salvation. We are God’s laborers in doing this
work in ourselves. But if we would have divine approval,
we must have the divine wisdom—*‘which cometh down from
above,”” and which we learn from the Word of God.—James
3:17.

Apparently a great many professing Christians, after they
have given much time to the cultivation of their brain—spend-
ing years in seminaries—will eventually find that they have
failed both to have the Lord’s ideal accomplished in them-
selves and to do much good to others. This seems to be the
result of a failure rightly to divide the Word of truth. In
that day many shall say, lord, Lord, we have prayed and
taught and done many marvelous things in thy name! Some
of these the Lord says he will not recognize as his elect. He
may have a place in which he will use some of them, some day,
yet for this special place he wishes those who are anxious to
know and to do his will rather than to know how they may
please men, or how they may reccive large emoluments or
honor of men. Those who are anxious to know his will are
most sure to have his will done in them.

MISAPPLICATION OF SCRIPTURES

The expression, ‘‘rightly dividing the Word of truth,”’
implies that the Word of truth may he studied, may be handled.
We see many ways of handling, or dividing, the Seriptures.
Many Scriptures applicable long ago are quoted as appro-
priately due now, and vice versa; and those which belong to
the future are quoted as applicable now, or in the past. There
is a gencral lability to error in not disecerning how to divide
them aright.

Rightly to divide thc Word of truth, then, is to make such
a prayertul study of it as will enable us to place things where
they belong. For instance, if we fail to distinguish between
the begetting of the holy Spirit, and the quickening of the
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holy Spirit, and our spirit birth, and get these all confused,
we shall do harm. It is not merely the seeking to show a va-
riety of doctrines, but the seeking to make clear what we give
to others, that is the part of wisdom. The Apostle was show-
ing Timothy that, as an elder of the church of Christ, he might
present the different features of the truth in such a way as to
confuse his hearers, who then would not know what they be-
lieved. Thus they would be in just the condition to accept
whatever teaching any one brought them, especially if that one
should happen to ridieule their belief.

This seems to be the condition of many today. Evidently
there are many who have been serving or attempting to serve
God, who have not been giving out ‘‘meat in due season,’’ but
who have been giving out truths in a very confused way. Tt
is for us, then, to be on guard and seek earefully to follow
the instruction of the Apostle, ‘“Study to show thyselt ap-
proved unto God.’”” Do not mind so much what men may say
or think, but seek the approval of God first.

Tt is proper for us to seek the approval of the holy, of
the saintly; but God’s approval should have the precedence.
We must be workmen, not idlers and drones; for these will not
have any place in the kingdom. God is ealling to service now
those who are willing to serve under disadvantageous condi-
tions. We are, therefore, to remember that we are to he
servants; and that unless we find the proper service, we can
not have a place in this company which God is training. If
we wish his approval, as expressed in his Word, we are to see
that the conditions as there outlined are fulfilled in our case.
“‘If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.’” We are told to ‘‘love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world.’” (1 John 2:15) We are not to set
our hearts upon these things. Our hearts are to be set upon
the doing of the Lord’s will.

The Lord intimates that those who will be faithful to him
will have the opposition of the world. ‘‘If they have perse-
cuted me, they will also persecute you.’” Therefore, if we have
no opposition, we lack this evidence of acceptability with him.
We are to rightly divide the Word of truth, and to see that
our lives are in harmony with it. At the same time we ave
to seek to present God’s Word to others, that they may enjoy
the same privileges and bhlessings.

A DAY OF

QUESTIONS

ATUGQUST 30.—Matthew 22:15-22,
‘‘Render therefore unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’’—Verse 21.

Today’s study shows us that the wicked vine-dressers, the
unready guests, were so enamored of their own methods and
theories as to make them really blind to the beauty of the
divine plan as expressed by Jesus. We are not speculating
ahout this. St. Peter, explaining to the Pentecostal inquirers,
““T wot that in ignorance ye did it [erucified Christ], as did
also your rulers.”’ (Aects 3:17) St. Paul deeclared, ‘‘For had
they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory.’’
(1 Corinthians 2:8) FError, fostered by self-will and by plans
and sechemes not of God, always has a blinding effect, so mueh
so that the Apostle deelares that ‘“the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them that helieve not’’ the true message
of God when it reaches them.

Even Christians, in proportion as they are influenced hy
error or selfishness and not filled with the holy Spirit, are
blinded. Some see more, and somc less, of the length, the
breadth, the height and the depth of the love of God, which
passeth all understanding. No wonder St. Paul prayed for
us the opening of the eves of our understanding wider and
wider!—Ephesians 1:18.

Perceiving that the teachings of Jesus were influencing
the masses, the worldly-wise (and spirit-blind) seribes and
Pharisees, who knew the inconsistencies of their own teach-
ings, thought that they could show up as inconsistent the
teachings of Jesus. To this end they sent amongst the mul-
titude some of their followers, to ask questions and to seek
to entrap Jesus, to show the inconsistency of the hopes which
he was inspiring in the people, and thus to diseredit him with
the multitude. The first of these was to seek to entrap him
into saying something that would prove his disloyalty to the
government and thus lead to his arrest as a seditious person,
teaching contrary to Cesar’s law of taxation. On the other
hand, if he advocated Ceesar’s law, they thought that thus
he would antagonize the public sentiment.

Jesus had a wisdom from above. In answer to their query,
“‘Ts it lawful to give tribute unto Cwesar or not?’’ He replied,
““Why do ye tempt me, ye hypoerites? Show me the tribute
money.’’ And they brought unto him a penny. And he saith
unto them, Whose is this image and superseription? Thay

say, Cwmsar’s. Then saith he unto them, Render therefore
unto Cesar the things that are Cwmsar’s, and unto God the
things that are God’s.”” No wonder they marveled at such
an answer, and left him! Truly, ‘‘Never man spake like this
man!’’

THE THINGS THAT ARE CAESAR’S

Nor can we say that the Master merely dodged the ques-
tion shrewdly. Some very rascally men are able to dodge ques-
tions and to have a laugh at the questioner’s expense. But
in this case the answer was ecomplete—the truth, and the
whole truth, in every sense of the word fully in harmony with
all the teachings of the Master. His followers were instructed
not to be seditious, not to be quarrelsome, faultfinding, but to
be thankful, holy, happy, subject to ‘‘the powers that be.”’
They were to recognize that the powers that be of the king-
doms of the present time arc ordained of God, and not merely
of men.

True, indeed, earthly kingdoms are not God’s kingdoms,
as they sometimes claim. True, indeed, they frequently are
usurped empires and powers. True, indeed, they sometimes
foster sin, iniquity, unrighteousness, and are largely, from out-
ward appearances, the result of human scheming and wicked-
ness. Nevertheless, the people of God are to recognize that
Jehovah is the great Over-Lord; and that although it is a
part of his program for the present to permit a reign of sin
and death at the hands of sinful men, nevertheless he still
exercises such a supervision—of hindering one or advancing
the eause of another ruler—as justifies the statement that he
ordains, authorizes or permits these kingdoms. Whatever,
therefore, the heavenly Father has authorized or permitted, not
one of his obedient children should for a moment think of re-
sisting or overturning,

The Seriptures declare that God raiseth up and God easteth
down; that he has at his disposal myriads who, filled with the
spirit of anger, hatred, malice, strife, arc ready, whenever an
opportune moment comes, to exercise their power and to ad-
vance their own selfish interests. Whenever, therefore, the
TLord wishes to make a change in earth’s rulership and ar-
rangements, he needs only to remove the restraining hand of
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his providence, and forthwith evil influences will work the
change. As for the people of God, they are all exhorted to be
peace-makers, promoters of righteousness, living peaceably
with all men, fully subject to ‘‘the powers that be,’’ and
recognizing them as of divine ordination, permission.

In the case of the Roman Empire, of which Cesar was head,
we mote that God had prophetically foretold, centuries be-
fore, through the prophecy of Daniel, its rise to universal
dominion. It was not, therefore, for Jesus or for any of his
disciples to speak against representatives of that Roman power.
If Rome ruled, Rome needed to be supported; and the method
of support was, properly enough, through taxation. How
just, then, were the words of Jesus, ‘‘Render therefore unto
Cesar the things that are Cemesar’s, and unto God the things
that are God’s’’! We remember that the Master himself
paid tribute, instructing St. Peter, when they had no money,
to catch a fish, from whose mouth he obtained the coin necessary
for his taxation and that of Jesus.

RENDER UNTO GOD HIS DUE

Had the questioners been intent upon rendering to God
their obligations due to him, they would have been in so dif-
fcrent a frame of mind that, instead of seeking to entrap
Jesus in his words, they would have been glad to be his
disciples. What things, then, are God’s? What do we owe to
him? We answer that as bis ecreatures we are his. Every
talent and power we possess ought by right of justice to he
used in the service of our Creator and for his praise.

Additionally, we who recognize the fact that we were sinners
by nature, and that God’s mercy has provided a redemption
through Christ, should giadly present our bodies a living saeri-
fice, holy and acceptable to God, our reasonable service. This
reasonable service is accentuated when we realize the good-
ness of God; namely, that he purposes to bless the whole
world with the privilege of restitution to all that was lost by
Adam and redeemed at Calvary. When we learn that the call
of this Gospel age is with a view to permitting the followers
of Jesus fo be associated with him in his Messianie kingdom,
we should be filled with reverence, as well as with astonish-
ment. Realizing the possibilities of such a high calling, such
a change of nature and attainment of glory, honor and im-
mortality, we should render to God our little all, and realize
that it is unworthy of divine acceptance, except as being
worthy through the merit of Jesus’ sacrifice. We are ac-
cepted only in the Beloved One.
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RESISTING UNTO BLOOD

In full accord with all that has been said foregoing is the
thought that we must not render unto Ceesar the things of
God. Here lies the snare for many of God’s people. They
perceive that the friendship of the world can be bought only
at the price of the sacrifice of truth. Increasingly they aro
convinced of the truth of the words of Scripture, ‘‘Marvel not
if the world hate you’’; ‘“The darkness hateth the light’’; ctc.
Even though they render unto Cwmsar the things that are
Cesar’s and to every man his due—‘‘honor to whom honor
is due,’’ ete.—nevertheless their standard is so different from
that of the world, and their viewpoint of everything so dif-
ferent, that it breeds an antagonism, a conflict of interests.

So Jesus said, ‘‘If the world hate you, ye know that it
hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the
world would love its own; but because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you.”” (John 15:18, 19) Increasingly they have imn-
pressed upon them the force of the Apostle John’s words,
‘“‘Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in
him.’’—1 John 2:15.

All this signifies that the world’s standards, customs, ambi-
tions, views, etc., are so different from those inculeated by
the spirit of the truth that it is impossible for these to fully
harmonize the one with the other. ‘‘No man can serve two
masters.”’ Hence to serve the Lord with all our mind, soul
and strength, to render him his dues, means to put oursetves
crosswise with the views and sentiments of the world. This is
the real test of Christian character. Only such as stand this
test of ‘“God first,”’ loyalty to the principles which he in-
culeates, can hope to be members of the kingdom eclass which
is now being sclected.

In other words, rendering to God the things that are
God’s, will eventually cost us every earthly interest and
prospect. But to the loyal, the faithful, God provides com-
pensation. Instead of the world’s smile which they lose, they
receive the smile of the heavenly Father and the favor of
their Redeemer. They have also the Master’s promise of a
hundredfold more in this present life in compensation for
everything which they sacrifice for his cause, the cause of God,
the cause of truth divine! And with this abundant compen-
sation in the present life comes the assurance of everlasting
life in the coming age, under its favorable conditions.

PHOTO-DRAMA TRIALS AND BLESSINGS

The DrAMA is sweeping over the country at a wonderful
rate, being shown every day in approximately sixty ecities.
The audiences vary from one hundred to three thousand and

more—usually, perhaps, averaging five hundred. Surely a
great witness in defense of the Bible is going forth! We are
having some excellent responses from the public. Many are
being turned hack from coldness, indifference, infidelity,

atheism, to a faith in God and in his Word superior to any-
thine ever hefore enjoyed.

The opening of the DrRaMA in seven new places each day
necessitates our using the telegraph freely. We notify the
friends at each place as to what days are available, and in-
quire whether or not the local friends are able and willing
to present the DRAMA to the public in their city free. A noble
response is met with everywhere. Those who cannot partici-
pate express regrets.

Thus will be seen the importance of having a Drama Com-
mittee in each class aad of knowing just what the class is
financially able and desirous of doing toward the presentation
of the DrAMA. Then, when an offer of dates is received from
the I.B.S.A. Drama Office the committee, having already looked
into the matter of public auditoriums, is ready to make in-
quiry, and, if possible, to obtain the use free for the DraMa
a3 a public benefit, worth more than a year in college to each
citizen. Not more than the cost of the light should be charged
for any publicly-owned auditorium.

Theatre people properly approached see that the Drama
will give their theatre wider publicity than anything else. It
will draw a new audience of people of the better class, such
as rarely attended the theatre. To secure this publicity,
theatres will be glad, regardless of their regular rates, to give
a very low price for a number of days, especially in the dull
season, when there is no expense except for electric current
and janitorage. Having determined your course, advise the
I.B.8.A. DRAMA, Brooklyn, as quickly as possible, just what
you wish to do.

We are no longer able to proffer assistance beyond the
lectures, musie, picture operator, superintendent, posters, win-
dow cards, publicity aids and free scenario. The immense ex-

pense the Association is under may he imagined when we say

that forty thousand dollars worth of blank paper has already

been used for the printing of the free Secnario; and the

printing, folding, bundling and freighting has cost still more!

Otherwise, how glad we would be to meet all the expenses!
USE THE SPIRIT OF A SOUND MIND

However, we are learning that God’s way is the wiser way
—that God’s people are more blessed by the Drama when the
cost for its local presentation falls on them, and when they
serve it as ushers and phonograph operators. The self-sacri-
fice incidental to all this brings a rich blessing. So we have
nothing of which to complain.

Our enemies endeavor to hinder the work by falsely re-
porting that the Association is very rich—thus hindering char-
itably disposed people from proffering aid. The fact that we
never solicit money seems so strange, cven to our friends, that
some have gotten the same impression. One dear sister when
ushering was asked by a visitor to the Drama how he could
best give some money to the I.B.S.A. for the forwarding of
this great work. The usher answered him that there was no
way, and that the money was not needed. If our friends are
thus foolish or misinformed, how can we blame cur cnemies
for saying the same things, which they would like to have
others believe to be true, so that, all gifts being cut off, onr
work would stop? However, we are leaving the matter in ths
Lord’s hands. If the funds cease, the work must ccase pro-
portionately. Realizing divine supervision, we shall be thor-
oughly content to have it so.

While the DraMA hrings great blessings and privileges in
conjunction with opportunities for service and self-denial, it
also brings severe trials to the dear brethren. All are so
anxious to serve, and all so independent in their feelings, that
it sometimes means as many different plans and arrangements
as there are members in the class. Meekness, patience,
brotherly kindness, forhearance, love, are qualities which seem
to be greatly needed, and many opportunities for their cultiva-
tion may be found. So far as we know, friends are passing
through these little ordeals with a blessing—an enlargement
of the heart and a broadening of their sympathies. It is a
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time for putting into operation the Apostle’s words, ‘‘Yea,
all of you be subjeet onc to another.”’—I1 Peter 5:5.
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Before the opening of the Drama the superintendent must
expeet to look out for the newspaper publicity, to see that
the class has gotten out in good localities the posters sent them,
that the Drama voluntcer matter has arrived, that they have
distributed it early in the week preceding the opening, and
that the window cards are put out freely in every part of the
city—all of the class participating in this work. He will also
sce the ushers selected by the class, and if any of them are
too old or too young or are unsuitable, he may makc some
kind suggestions as to what to do. The very best, wisest, most
intelligent members of the class should be the ushering com-
mittee. The class will also look out, amongst their number,
for a suitable floor manager, or chief usher, and suggest one
or two names, either hrother or sister, for this service, accord-
ing to circumstances. Frequently brethren are unobtainable
on account of husiness requirements.

The duty of the chief usher, or floor manager, will be to
see that the other ushers are well placed and understand their
duties, that perfect order is kept, and that the public is being,
not only kindly, but graciously met. They are for the moment
your guests. In the superintendent’s absence the moving
picture operator will be his and our representative in your
city, having charge of the Drama to see that it is put on ex-
actly as arranged for, with not a single alteration or devia-
tion. Any inefficiency or anything you think unwise may be
called to the attention of these brethren and reported to us.
But meantime trust them as the Society’s representatives ,and
co-operate. They in turn, are dirccted to show every considera-
tion to the wishes of the class in anything that will not con-
flict with the positive rules governing the Dranra.

In advance of the Dranma expeet a sister, whose stay will
he only ahout one day. She will come to give instructions on
the phonograph. Two, and only two, volunteer phonographers
may learn; and they should be bright—not too nervous. The
sister will remain long enough to show one performance and
to sce her pupils operate at one exhibition. This will be
plenty of time, yet none too mueh. So have the pupils ready,
and give them cvery opportunity to learn their work thor-
oughly.

So far as possible the ushering sisters will wear white
dresses, to help distinguish them from the audience. Addi-
tionally they should make a little head-piece of uniform style.

One neat design consists of two connecting rosettes of white
satin ribbon.

The nshers should, if possible, have little prayer meetings
frequiently, requesting divine blessings on their efforts to show
forth, in their words, in their actions, in their looks, the praises
of him who ealled us out of darkness into his marvelous light.
They should co-operate thoroughly with the chief usher and
with the whole spirit of the DrAA.

Children under twelve years old should not be admitted,
except when accompanied by parents, teachers or guardians.
Fven then they should he seated at the rear under surveillance
of the ushers. Adults should have the less preference always.
Children can get out for matinees; but some adults have eve-
nings only. Babes in arms should never be admitted. If an
exeeption to this rule were ever made, the mother should he
asked to sit near the door and should be made to promise to
take the child out immediately if it eries. Do everything to
preserve quiet and order. Avoid frequent and excited calls for
order. If any one is seen to he rude or hoisterous, approach
the person kindly and whisper a loving word in season respect-
ing the Golden Rule and the rights of others.

RE THE FINALE

Following the fourth part of the DrAara comes the finale
sermon. On that occasion the speaker will call attemtion to
the regular meetings of the I.B.S.A. in your city, giving the
address; or, if you think worth while, cards bearing that ad-
dress might be distributed to the people at the close of the
service. Tt is not wise to discuss local meetings during the
showing of the Dranra.

No boeks are to he hawked, or sold, in the ordinary sense
of the term. With the opening of each DraMA a set of hooks
is to be sent, merely for use as samples until the close of the
DraxA, when they may be sold and the money turned over to
the chosen representative of the class, to whom they have
been charged. Orders received meantime should he sent in
promptly, dircetly to THE Warcu Tower Office, through the
representative of the eclass.

We avoid special effort to sell the STupies 1IN THE Scrip-
TURES lest any should get the impression that the sale of the
books is the ohject of the DraMA.

At the last, or finale meeting, the speaker will ask for
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addresses. Afterward he will take charge of those ad-
dresses, distributing them amongst those whom he deems best
qualified for the calls. The matter is left entirely in his
hands, but give him the best advice you can of the eapability
of thosc who desire to participate. The good of the Lord’s
cause alone is sought. Let us all sink any personal fecling.
The Editor would be glad if his own personality did not come
so much into the Draara, but it has seemed absolutely neces-
sary for two reasons:

(1) The public would take comparatively little interest
in anything gotten out by a religious society which they did
not know—they would esteem it something ‘‘clieap’’ and not
‘“worth while.”’

(2) TIf the personality were not made prominent, we would
be c¢harged with hypoerisy—deceiving the people. We want the
people to see the Draaa unprejudiced, that they may judge
for themselves where the hypocrisy and misrepresentation come
from.

The elass will please introduce to the superintendent, the
prrson whom they nominate to he the floor manager, or head
usher, and two sisters to learn phonograph operating to re-
lieve each other if necessary.

PHOTO-DRAMA CLASS EXTENSION

We are not yet ready to give full particulars, but we are
planning how the brethren who have heen engaged in class
extension work ean prosccute the same in conjunetion with
the PHoTo-DrAMA. In our next issue we hope to be able to
outline this work fully. To operate a Draxa properly there
should be at least three brethren with cach of the three parts—
nine for the DRAMA complete—one to operate the stereopticon;
one to operate the phonographic lectures, oratorios, hymms,
ete.; one to serve as usher and general order-kceper. More
could be used, but three will do.

Part I. would be presented in a town on Sunday, either
in the morning, afternoon or evening; or, if the interest and
the population justified, it could be presented all three of these
times. But after it has been shown, it should go to the next
town, and then to another and another—keeping on con-
tinuously from town to town, village to village, schoclhouse
to schoolhouse, court house to court house, public hall to publie
hall. Following it the next day or the next Sunday or the
next session, as the case might be, Part TI. would be going on
and on. Following this would be Part III. As soon as the
three presentations have been made, another set of hrethren
should be ready to take up a series of chart talks on the Bible,
and, later on, to invite the interested to regular Dawn Circles.

These DraMAS for the smaller villages and ecountry places
will not have the finest pictures now shown in the regular pre-
sentation of the DrAMA; but those used will he elegant, never-
theless. The story will be just the same, and the value to each
individual. we doubt not, just as great. We may be sure that
country folk will attend the Drama, and talk about it and
read about it, as much or more than do their citv cousins.

We are preparing a special stereopticon, which can bhe
used hy attachment of a eord to an ordinary clectrie light fix-
ture, and can be, if necessary, transformed quickly so as to
use acetylene gas—obtainable from the reservior of an auto-
mobhile.

We are giving all these particulars now so that vou ean
think the matter over. Classes that have been carrying on
class extension work and believe they are able to carry on this
new work, finaneing the expenses connected with the small
halls, schoolhouses, ete., will please discuss the matter, decide
upon it and advise us at once. If not sure that you will be
ahle to manage the matter, better wait awhile and make sure.
Tet those he served first who are sure that they are ready, will-
ing, anxious to assist in this great work.

THE ‘‘EUREKA DRAMA’’ OUTFITS

Having perfected our arrangements, we stopped the print-

ing in order to add the following:

““EUREKA DRAMA’'® OUTFIT NO. X
Any of our readers desiring to purchase for his own
use the full set of 96 DrAMA lectures (three Parts,
two hours each) with nine choice introductory, in-
termission and closing hymns and a portable phono-
eraph, with a earrying case, can have the entire
outfit for ... .. ... e
‘‘EUREKA DRAMA’’ OUTFIT NO. Y
This outfit is the one especially intended for the DraMA
ExTrNstoN deseribed foregoing. Its three Parts require only
the same number of lecture and musie records as foregoing;
but, because of public use, each Part must have its own
Phonograph, each Part its own Stercopticon, etec. We there-
fore show each Part complete in itself, as follows:
Part I. ineludes one Primo Stereopticon for electric
current—Oneida Lens (three for varying distances);
special price ... ... ... il $20.00
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Variable Rheostat (five amp., ten amp., or fifteen amp.)
may be effective for house current or for heavy cur-

rent are lights .......... .. .. ... il 6.00
Attachment for Acectylene Gas or Presto Light (useful

in places where there is no eleetrie current, but where

gas can be taken from an automobile tank)...... 4.00
Draxa stereopticon slides, beautifully tinted, with spe-

cial carrying box and carrying ecase............... 38.00

One portable Phonograph, one Operator’s Book, Lecture

and IIymn Records for Part I., and carrying case.. 19.50
Total cost of Part I., ““EUREKA DRAMA’’ No. Y.. $87.50

Additional would be the expressage from Brooklyn.

The Society would furnish posters, window-cards and free
Seenario, and would supply the bound Scenario for sale in any
quantity at one-half retail prices.

Parts TI. and IIT. would cost exactly the same as the
ahove, the entire three Parts amounting to...... $262.50

Necdless to say, all the prices here quoted are extremely low.
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Nevertheless it runs into a great deal of money to provide
these ‘‘EUREKA DraMAs’’ in quantities. For instance, we
are preparing for orders from at least one hundred classes,
which would run the cost into $26,250, aside from packing,
shipping, clerical work, free scenario, free PHoTo-DrAMA an-
nouncements, posters, etc. It would afford us great pleasure
to announce this all free on demand, but expcnses already
depleting the treasury forbid such a course.

Those who desire to purchase the Drama outright may do
so. Others may have the Parts on loan (subject to return to
the Society on demand if not being used) if they will deposit
$30 for each Part, $90 for the complete set of ‘‘EUREKA
Drama’’ No. Y. On the return of the Drana this payment
will be refunded, less a proper charge for broken slides, re-
pairs, expressage, ete.

In writing to us on this subject of DrAMA KEXTENSION,
please address, I. B. 8. A, ““EUREKA DRAMA,’’ 124 Colum-
bia Heights, Brooklyn, N. Y.

INTERESTING LETTERS

RE PHOTO-DRAMA OF CREATION
Dear Brother Russell:—

T want to thank you; oh, I want to thank you so much, for
the privilege of secing the PHoro-Draya or CreaTiON! I had
never thought to live to see the everlasting Gospel preached to
those who dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people!

Yet so it is. Our Boston audience is cosmopolitan. Some
are not able to understand English; some cannot read; yet all
are reached. All have the Gospel preached unto them. Words
cannot tell you how my heart rejoices! How near, how blessed,
how real, these things are to me!

Last Sunday as I was making my way to a box, an usher
said to me, ‘“We have striet orders to allow no one in the
hoxes.”” T said, ‘*Oh dear! what shall T do? T cannot take
a seat while strangers are being turned away!’’ She said,
‘‘But you cannot see the pictures there.”” I answered, ¢‘1
can sce fairly well, and I can hear splendidly, and best of all
T can see that great audience having the everlasting Gospel
preached to them.’’

Surely they are being prepared for the manifestation of the
sons of God and the blessing of all the families of the earth!
The Drama is put so wisely, so kindly, that no one can take
offense. When some great truth is brought out, then always
the view from the other side is taken, as some pleasing picture
is thrown across the screen. Thus much wisdom, much love
is shown.

Our ushers must find their work quite a physical strain,
but all, T am sure, wish to show the politeness that comes
from a heart fully consecrated to follow in the Master’s steps—
laying down life for the world. I love to think that we are
dealing with our children of the next age! What privileges,
what joys, are ours!

I love to think of that audience as one day catching up
the mighty song begun in heaven, and extending to every
creature on the edrth, praising him who is worthy of every
adoration! And so, dear Brother, we thank God most heartily,
and are glad to co-operate even in the smallest way.

Your sister in the most blessed Faith, F. E. RiLEY.

TOWER A PARTICULAR MEANS OF GRACE
My Dear Brother Russell:—

For some time I have been thinking of writing to tell you
how mueh I have been helped and stimulated by THE WarcH
TOWER, but have refrained from doing so, partly because I did
not want to take up your time. Like the two disciples of
old, however, my heart so burns within me that I feel I must
express my deep gratitude for the ‘‘meat in due season’’ that
is so bountifully served to the Lord’s people by you.

Many of the articles seem to have been like a message
direct from the Lord himself to me; and, in consequence, my
heart goes out to him in loving gratitude, and to you also,
as his faithful messenger.

Often, the Lord has, in response to prayer for guidance in
various matters connected with the ‘‘daily round,’’ shown me,
through one of your articles in a current TOWER, quite clearly
and definitely the course he would have me pursue. This has
heen so marked that I am convinced that the Lord, knowing
the needs of his people, has made Tue WarcH TOWER a very
particular means of grace and help.

This thought has been econfirmed to me in another way:
Some time ago, under an extra pressure of work—harvest
work—1I allowed my regunlar morning reading of the VoLUMES

and Towers to lapse, and I soon found, to my cost, that my
rest of heart and trust in the T.ord were being very easily
disturbed, and for a little time I wondered why this should be.
But a remark of yours to the effect that the first and most
important work that every one of the Tord’s people should
engage in, is the making of his own calling and eclection sure,
enabled me to view the matter of work for the Lord as he
would have me see it. Since that time the regular, daily
reading has brought me an ever-inereasing peace and rest in
the Lord and an ever-inereasing joy, and, consequently, strength
in his service.

“Your untiring labor of love for the Lord and the brethren
js a constant encouragement to me to serve in like manner;
and T thank God upon every remembrance of you, and par-
ticularly as T remember you daily at the throne of grace.
With much love, T am

Your brother by his grace, Geo. T. R. SwaiN.—Eng.

SURELY, USE EVERY OPPORTUNITY
Dear Brother Russell:—

T thought T would write you for information and advice.
We had the pleasure of spending three days with our dear
Brother T in our old haunts—Lima and Van Wert. There
we met some of our old friends and they were surprised to
see us. They all thought that I had long filled a drunkard’s
grave. But thanks be to our Lord for his mercy toward me!

While in Lima T called on a friend who is now one of the
leading business men in that eity. He had done all in his
power to get me on the sober path, but he did no good. So
we told him and his friends of our experience and how we had
found the truth and how it had made me free from Satan’s
hondage.

Oh, how happy he was! Then he urged me to give a public
talk to let them all know, in Mendon, Ohio, where we once
lived. So this is what I would like to have some advice on.
We thought that it would be good to use for our subject,
““How I Beeame a Sober Man,’’ telling all our experience, how
we came to learn the truth, bringing in God’s great plan of
the ages, and after the meeting pass the literature.

This Lima man would go with us, also a former saloon
keeper who is about to symbolize his consecration.

May the Lord bless and keep you! Pray for me.

In the service of our King, C. B. H.

CREDULITY FEEDS UPON LITTLE
Dear Brother Russell:—

Since reading Brother Baker’s letter in a recent WATcH
Tower, ‘‘I feel it borne in upon me,’’ as our Quaker friends
say, to write you. Had the brother stopped to think he might,
like many of us, have recalled how he had seen a crowd of
children frightened at the suggestion that the ¢‘school-killer’’
or some other goblin, terrible to the childish imagination, was
coming. The children of helievers do not hear about the
““‘hogey-man’’ perhaps, but they hear and read about demons,
and their imaginations are as susceptible as those of less
favored little prople, and it does not require more than a
shadow to start a wave of hysteria. But were it proven that
demons did appear, what would they have to do? Can they
touch the ‘“Lord’s anointed’’?

Regarding the casc of the brother mentioned, who knows
that he was not already insanc when he went to the meetings
of the socicty named? It is a point that has come under my
observation, that often persons ‘‘change their religion,’’ as
well as become over-zealous in attendance upon church serv-
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