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To decide the matter we suggest that a Bible study class
which has been following the usual style of studying a chap-
ter be brought in contest with a elass which has been using
our first described method of Berean Bible study. Let the
two classes take up any Bible topic that may be suggested;
and it will soon be ascertained that those who have been fol-
lowing our Berean Bible study plan know ten or twenty times
as much about the Bible on every subject.

These STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES have not sought to follow

WATCH TOWER

(359-371)

any human creed or theory, but merely to bring together the
various Seriptures on a subject and to find the harmonious
view reflected from these various passages. The method has
proved itself so satisfactory to those who have tried it, that
they would not now think of using any other method of Bible
study, considering that all other methods are of little value in
comparison. Nevertheless, the matter is purely for the in-
dividual or the class to determine which is for its own best
interests, which will serve its purpose best.

DEDICATION OF “THE TEMPLE”—NEW YORK CITY

The Contractors promise to have ‘‘ The Temple’’ ready for
our use on Sunday, December 7. The services for the open-
ing day will be a little out of the ordinary. So far as the
building is concerned it will be Dedication Day. As respects
the Congregation it will be Thanksgiving Sunday. The pro-
gram will include the entire day. The opening service will
be at 10:30 a. m. The Pastor, Brother Russell, will give the
address.

At 2 p. m. there will be a Symposium in which several
Brethren of the Peoples Pulpit Association will participate,
the topic being ‘‘Thankfuluess.”” TIts various phases will be
considered.

At 4 p. m. there will be a general Praise and Testimony

Mecting.

At 8 p. m. the Pastor, Brother Russell, will give an address,
closing what, we trust, will be a very pleasant and very profit-
able day of spiritual refreshment.

As it is anticipated that numbers of THE WarcH TOwER
readers will want to be present at these services, coming from
surrounding cities and villages, it is proposed that no public
advertising be done, so that we may have plenty of room for
comfort and fellowship. Of course, the Brooklyn Tabernacle
will be closed for the entire day.

All WarcH Tower readers and their interested friends are
cordially invited to this house-warming. ‘‘Seats free and no
collection.’’

Vor, XXXIV
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To permit the balancing of our accounts and the rendering of
them before the first of the year, it is our custom to start
each finaneial year on December 1st. The sumn total of the
work reported a ycar ago was so large for us that we doubted
if it would not be our banner year. Additionally, the threats
of our encmies were heard on every hand. They boasted that
before another year our Society’s work would be stopped.
The basis of this threat was their intended and already
started campaign of slander, abuse, misrepresentation—any-
thing to stop us. In elosing our last year’s Report we said:
““Let us not be fearful of the great adversary’s roar, when
like a roaring lion he would seck to intimidate us. ‘Be of
good ecourage, and the Lord shall strengthen thine heart.” ’’

Without judging the majority of the ministers of Christ
of various denominations we may surcly say that the experi-
ences of the past year have abundantly demonstrated that
some very mean men are wearving the livery of heaven, pro-
fessing to to be the mouthpicces of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our kindest thought respecting them is that the great adver-
sary is blinding them, much as he did the great Saul of Tar-
sus. And our hope for them is that, like Saul, they will ere
long be smitten down by a great light from heaven, and hear
in their conscicnees a voice saying, ‘‘I am Jesus, whom thou
persecutest’’; and that then some of these rabid foes of the
truth may become its staunch servants.

OUR MOST SUCCESSFUL YEAR

We are sure that our readers are awaiting this report with
keen intcrest, Wonderful as it may seem, it is our privilege
to report that the past year has been in every way our most
successful one. The more the Lord permitted our enemies to
assail us, the more did he strengthen and eomfort our hearts
with evidences of his favor. He demonstrated that he who is on
our part is mightier than all that be against us.

TIndeed, we have had various evidences that the vicious attack
of certain ministers has had an effeet the very reverse of
what they intended. The public have seen the adversary’s
spirit manifested; and even worldly people know the difference
between the Spirit of Christ—the spirit of meckness, the spirit
of love—and the contrary spirit of Satan—the spirit of malice,
hatred, envy, evil-speaking, strife. TIf God sees best to awaken
some of his children to thought by the wolfish growling of some
who pose as representatives of the Great Shepherd, it is not for
us to question the divine wisdom, but to say with the Master,
‘“The cup which my Father hath poured, shall T not drink
ite”’

Nor is the Editor alone in these experiences. While he is
the chief target, all identified with the work in a public way
arc also marks for those deseribed by the Psalmist: ‘‘The
wicked . . . shoot their arrows, even bitter words, that they
may shoot in secret at the perfeet.”? (Psalm 64:3, 4) Surely
we may all rejoice in the privilege granted us of sharing in
the sufferings of Christ. ‘‘For if we suffer with him, we

shall also reign with him.”’ And if our sufferings be the
way by which the Lord would attract and bless others of his
true sheep, we may surely, with the Apostle Paul, ‘‘glory in
tribulations also.’’—Romans 5:3.

CLASS EXTENSION WORK

One of the most encouraging feotures of the work is the
zeal manifested in various quarters in the Class Extension
Work. Hundreds of dear bhrethren, backed by the classes
with which they are associated, have gore forth as evangel-
ists. They have held meectings in ecities, towns and villages
in the vieinity of the class home. They have broken a good
deal of mew ground in this way, have corrected misapprehen-
sion in respect to our Gospel message, and have brought a con-
siderable number to full conseeration to the Lord and to great
joy and blessing in the knowledge of the truth.

Tt is now two years since this work started; and this year,
for your encouragement, we must give some figures. The
friends in thirty states have joined in this work. The aver-
age number of speakers per month throughout the twelve
months was 105; 3,050 mecetings were reported, with an at-
tendance of 91,881. The cost of these mectings as reported
hy the classes was $8,546.61. This amount does not appear
in our Report, except about 10 per cent. The classes rejoiced
in the privilege of financing their mectings, and only in a few
instances was the Soeciety’s help neceded. Of course, the So-
ciety furnished the literature used at these meetings, which
with freight and expressage was no small item.

We trust that this noble work will go on, and that the
Lord’s blessing will continue with it. We sometimes term
it the ‘‘Layman’s Home Missionary Movement.”” We ob-
serve that the elasses participating in this work most vig-
orously are usually the most blessed of the Lord spiritually,
as well as numerically. And undoubtedly all who thus serve
as evangelists receive a great blessing in their hearts from
the Lord. In the interests of those elasses that feel that a
repetition of the Class Extension Work would not be wise,
or that feel that they have speakers or finaneial strength
which they ean furnish for Sunday work at greater distances
from their homes, we have recently proposed an ‘‘ Auxiliary
Pilgrim Service.”’ We trust that this may prove a means
of blessing and furtherance of the work during the year just
begun.

£ OUR CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT

With literature in thirty different languages, distributed
in large quantities, it is not surprising that we have a large

correspondence. Our Brooklyn office keeps thirty typewriters
busy, besides our multigraph machines.
Total letters received during the year. ... ... 184,825
Total number of letters dispateched during
the year ....... ... .. ... .. 481,521

These figures do not represent the correspondence of the
various branches. More and more the dear friends are learn-
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ing to separate the business part of their letters, and so to
write the letters that business items will be together, and
separated from doetrinal questions, requests for pilgrim service,
ete. This aids us greatly in handling the mail satisfactorily,
because our work is divided into different departments, for
its greater efficiency.

The Editor receives very many letters which he greatly
enjoys, but docs not answer. In the interest of the general
work he seeks to confine his replies to matters and questions
which seem really important. Please accept this excuse, and
ordinarily, address all correspondence to the Wateh Tower
Bible & Tract Society. Where convenient, you may mark the
envelope in care of whichever department your letter is es-
peeially coneerned with; as, for instance, Pilgrim Depart-
nient, Colporteur Department, ete. Ordinarily, mail respeet-
ing subscriptions and questions should be addressed to the
Soeicty merely. This applies to the various branch houses also.

Nevertheless, wherever there are questions of deep im-
portanee you are still weleome to address the Editor person-
ally.  Rest assurcd that he will do his best to give you a
prompt reply.

THE COLPORTEUR DEPARTMENT

We still regard the sale of the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES
one of the best indications of the progress of the work., Our
total sales of the six volumes for the year amounted to 692,598
copies. Only one year ever exceeded this number—1908—when
our total was 718,474. However, the difference is prohably fully
offset, or more, by the fact that last year numerous editions were
published in foreign lands for cheapness or convenience, and
these do not show in this year’s report.

We still continue to regard the dear colporteurs as amongst
the most efficicnt servants in the harvest work. They are a
noble hand. Additionally, they are learning better how to do
effective service—they are becoming more courageous. With
the ripening of their own characters, they are enabled to
speak the truth more foreefully than ever, and yet more gently,
more lovingly. They are learning the meaning of the Apostle’s
words—*‘Speaking the truth in love, grow up into him.’’

Some of the dear colporteurs are so efficient that there is
pretty surc to he a clasz of Bible students started, to meet
regularly, in every town they canvass. They note, as they can-
vass, those who scem to indicate that they are true children of
God, begotten of the Spirit, or hungry to know the Lord.
These they nurse by repeatedly visting them, encouraging them
to read the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, helping them over mis-
understandings and counteracting the evil influence of those who
seck by slander to hinder them from reading and from true
Bible Study. May the Lord’s blessing be richly with the dear
colporteurs during the year beginning, encouraging, strengthen-
ing, blessing them!

THE YEAR’S PILGRIM SERVICE

No other year will at all compare with the one just closed
in respeet to the amount of pilgrim work done and the appar-
ent resnlts.  You know the dear pilgrims—their devotion to
the Lord and his eause, and their willingness to endure hard-
ness and to spend their strength to the glory of God and
the blessing of his pcople. Their services are free; and as
nearly as we are able the Socicty responds to requests for pub-
lic and private scrvices of these pilgrims. Muech, of course,
must depend upon the size of the ecity from which the call
comes, the convenience of reaching it, and the promises made
in respeet to a suitable auditorium.

The Society has found that it is a waste of time and money
to send pilgrims to places where only second or third class
auditoriums arc promised. Tn our day, when churches, theatres
and lodges are all bright, elean, attractive and comfortable, we
must not expeet the public to be attracted to very inferior
places; for hefore heuring they do not know, they cannot re-
alize, that we have for them a message transeendently superior
to anything else they have ever heard.

Remember that the cxpenses of the pilgrims are all horne
by the Society, and that donations or collections are neither
requested nor expected. We do, however, expeet that these
servants of the Lord will be estecmed by those whom they serve
as worthy of food and clean, comfortable lodging. They ex-
peet no feasting nor special preparation, however.

Incidentally, we advise all the brethrven taking part in publie
meetings to give considerable attention to their apparel. Black
clothing is always appropriate to the platform, and generally
a skirted, or frock, coat. Only a white shirt and collar and a
black or a white tie should be considered suitable. By this we
do ot mean that God is a respecter of persons and of clothing;
but we believe that our message carries more weight if de-
livered by those who are plainly, modestly, but appropriately
dressed.  Everything loud, erude and commonplace should be
eliminated. The truth should have a respectable prescntation;
for it attracts chiefly those of respectable mind.

THE WATCH TOWER

BrookLYN, N. Y,

A WORD TO THE WISE

Another thought: The introduction of the pilgrim should
be considered so important that unless well done, it should not
be done at all. It should be very brief and in well-chosen,
grammatical language. The introductory prayer should also
be very brief—merely an invocation—a request for the divine
blessing upon the audience and the speaker, with thanks for
the mercies of the occasion. All language implying a division
of the audience should be avoided— ‘we’’ and ‘‘you.’’ It
should be taken for granted that all prescnt are Bible stu-
dents, and no suggestion to the eontrary should be offered. The
meeting to follow should be announced brieily before the
speaker is introduced. Where announcement ecards are used,
they should be distributed with the hymn slips, while the audi-
ence is being seated.

The following summary of this branch of the work speaks
for itself and nceds no comment:

Total number of ministers serving......... 80
Cities and towns visited.................. 7,491
Total number of public meetings.......... 3,626
Total number of attendance............... 808,851
Semi-public meetings held................ 3,913
Total number in attendance.............. 230,218
Parlor meetings held........ .. .. ... ... 9,373
Total number in attendance............... 213,884
Total number of miles traveled........... 882,713
Grand total meetings held............. ... 16,912
Grand total attendance.................. 1,252,953

THE GOSPEL IN THE NEWSPAPERS

Divine providence is still favoring the presentation of the
Gospel in the public press. The efforts of the encmies of the
Gospel of the kingdom to misrepresent our teachings and to
prejudice editors and publishers against them have not pre-
vailed. In this also we perceive that He that is for us is
mightier than all they that be against us. The day may come
when the truth will be erushed to the earth by slander and mis-
representation, but that day has not come yct. Indeed, in quite
a number of instances the editors, although worldly men, have
appreciated the situation, despised the unjust principle mani-
fested by some preachers in their opposition, and have given
space and prominence to our message.

The latest figures given us by the Newspaper Syndieate which
handles the Sermons and Bible Study ILessons in the United
States and Canada show 1,424 papers publishing weekly. About
600 papers in Great Britain, South Afrieca and Australia pub-
lisn weekly. This in round figures represents 2,000 newspapers.
How many millions of readers are thus reached by thesc papers
we know mnot, nor can we tell how many of those rcached are
reading and being influenced. We do know, however, that the
whole world is waking up, and that the truths we are presenting
are gaining adherents and exerting influence everywhere. We
trust that the Lord’s name is being glorified thus, and that
many of his consecrated people are being ripened for the king-
dom.

We still recommend that Bible Students support their home
paper or the papers nearest them which publish the sermons,
rather than those at a distance—even though the latter might
be cheaper in price.

GOD’S MESSAGE FOR THE PEOPLE

Our papers for free circulation amongst the people are titled
Everybody’s Paper, Pcople’s Pulpit, and the Bible Students’
Monthly. These have a subscription price of twelve cents a
year, but our list is eomparatively small. The vast majority
are circulated as sample copies—frce. On the average they
contain three attractive sermons each. The January lst issue
is generally used volunteering—for a nation-wide free circula-
tion. Other numbers through the year are used for the an-
nouncement of Pilgrim meetings, Class Extension mectings, ete.
Many of them are used for circulation instead of tracts. They
are more attractive than traets.

The wise distribution of these on street ears, trains, boats,
ete., as the friends go from place to place, is recommended.
This is a form of service in which all can engage.
And these little newspapers have all the rights and privileges
of the larger newspapers devoted to politics, sports and adver-
tisements. Quite a good many people come into a knowledge
of the Truth through this ministry. The friends everywhere
are invited to send for these free, in such quantities as they
can and will use faithfully in three months. There should be
no dead stock wasted in cupboards or garrets. As a part of the
Gospel message cach number should be considered too valuable
to lic idle.

Out total output of these various papers, issued free, and
express or freight or postage prepaid, is represented by suech
large figures as to be beyond the comprehension of the majoritv
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of people; namely, 36,143,500 copies, representing approximate-
ly 100,000,000 of sermons or a thousand million tract pages.
This does not represent the Society’s work in foreign lands, but
merely in America.

Of course, the Higher Critics are disturbed. Having lost all
vital faith in the Bible themselves, they have been injecting the
poison gradually into the minds of their hearers, and collecting
salary for destroying the faith that they have been professing
to conserves To them it seems too bad that the public should
be awakened, and that they should appear in the uncompli-
mentary role of deceivers. They are angry, beeause not only
their incomes, but their reputations are at stake. If slander
and misrepresentation will do anything to hinder us from giv-
ing the people the truth, many of these false shepherds are ap-
parently ready to assist.

Let us go forward with good courage, remembering that God
is at the helm, and that no weapon formed against his cause
and the ministers of his truth shall prosper—eventually—even
though they might scem to prosper for a time-—just as when
Jesus was crucified, when St. Stephen was stoned, ete.

THE WATCH TOWER SUBSCRIPTION LIST

The one discouraging feature to us is that THE WATCH
TowER subseription list seems to grow very slowly. We are
obliged by the postal regulations to keep pruning off the ad-
dresses of those who do not renew their subscriptions, either in
mouey or hy request, as of the Lord’s poor. We print forty-five
thousand copies per issue; but, for the amount of interest
which prevails, we should he printing at least one hundred thou-
sand. However, we content oursclves with the thought that
we are doing our best to set forth the message. The increase
of the subsecription list lies with our readers.

THE FINANCIAL SHOWING FOR THE YEAR

After reading the foregoing statement respecting the num-
ber of ministers engaged in the pilgrim service and the miles
they have traveled, respecting the ten hundred millions of tract
pages distributed free and express prepaid, and concerning the
large amount of correspondence attended to, all with business
experience would be inclined to expect that the cost of this
work would run up to a million dollars. The one thousand mil-
lion tract pages alone at ten pages for one cent would be a mil-
lion dollars. Our office force of one hundred and fifty people,
at one hundred dollars a month each, would amount to $180,-
000.00. And some of our helpers, before coming to us, have
carned more than this amount and could obtain more now.

We have paid out for postage stamps, expressage and freight-
age $34,278.26. The pilgrim service cost the total of $77,-
559.10, and the foreign branches a total of $53,832.52. This
work, which ordinarily would have cost a million and a half of
dollars, has been aceomplished for very little more than a quar-
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ter of a million dollars. The figures below speak for them-
selves. They are possible only because all of the dear brethren
everywhere live economieally and labor faithfully, giving time,
energy—their best—to the service of the Lord, the brethren
and the truth.

Financial statement follows:

Balance cash on hand from last year’s

TepoOrt ... $663.72
Good hopes .......ieiiiiiiiiiii, 169,462.51
Tract Fund, ete., receipts............... 107,822.04

$277,948.27
Expended for the work above mentioned:

In the United States and

Canada ..................$221,566.89
Tn Great Britain............ 23,422.69
In Germany 4,709.25
In India ....ooovnvnennnn.. 2,394.35
In South Africa 1,193.42
In Seandinavia ............. 2,705.17
For the Polish.............. 2,130.31
In West Indies and South

Ameriea ................
In China, Japan and Korea..
For Spanish, Arabic, Italian,

Freneh, ete., ete...........
Cash balance on hand Dee. 1.

5.351.75
10,626.73

2.503.76
1,333.95
$277,048.27

The above figures do not include moneys expended in prep-
aration for the Photo-Drama of Creation, which has been ad-
vanced by dear friends deeply interested in that work—the
amount may appear in our acecounts for 1914, should these
friends turn over that work to our Association as a donation.
Neither do the above figures include The Temple. Friends
of the cause are financing that work in our intecrest, on a second
mortgage.

Should it eventually be demonstrated, either that some mis-
take was made in the expiration of the Gentile times (October,
1914), or that we had expected more to happen at that date
than was due, or that the fulfilment of our expectations be-
ginning there would he consnmmated more slowly than we ex-
pected—no matter which-—we all surely shall be glad if the
fiscal year begun shall show a grand results for the enlight-
enment of God’s people and for the honoring of God’s name
as this report witnesses for the year just closed.

The Editor wishes all of his readers a very joyous and a very
prosperous New Year. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ he
with you all. Amen!

KNOWLEDGE AND FAITH REGARDING CHRONOLOGY

[By request we here republish an article from our issue of October 1st, 1907.]

A dear Brother inquires, Can we feel absolutely sure that
the Chronology set forth in the DAWN-STUDIES is correct?—that
the harvest began in A. D. 1874 and will end in A, D. 1914 in
a. world-wide trouble which will overthrow all present institu-
tions and he followed by the reign of righteousness of the King
of Glory and his bride, the church?

We answer, as we have frequently done hefore in the DAWNS
and Towkrs and orally and by letter, that we have never
claimed our caleulations to be infallibly correct; we have never
claimed that they were knowledge, nor based upon indisputable
evidence, facts, knowledge; our claim has always been that they
are based on faith. We have set forth the evidences as plainly
as possible and stated the conclusions of faith we draw from
them, and have invited others to accept as much or as little of
them as their hearts and heads could endorse.

Many have examined these cvidences and have accepted
them; others cqually bright do not endorse them. Those who
have been able to accept ther by faith scem to have received
special blessings, not merely along the line of prophetic har-
monies, but along all other lines of grace and truth. We have
not condemned those who could not see, but have rejoiced with
those whose exereise of faith has hrought them special blessings
~—¢Blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they
hear.”’

Possibly some who have read the DAwNs have presented our
conclusions more strongly that we; but if so that is their own
responsibility. We have urged and still urge that the dear
children of God read studiously what we have presented—the
Seriptures, the applications and interpretations—and then form
their own judgments. We neither urge nor insist upon our
views as infallible, nor do we smite or abuse those whose who

disagree; but regard as ‘‘brethren’’ all sanctified believers in
the preeious hlood.

On the contrary, it is those who differ who smite us and
speak cvil of us, hecause we do not welecome them as, with ham-
mer and tongs, they seck to remove a mote which they think
they see in our eye of understanding. They are our erities
who always claim the infallibility. We go humbly onward,
following the Apostle’s example and words, ‘“We helieve and
therefore speak,’’ whether others hear or forbear to hear. Is
not this in accord with the Spirit of Christ? Ts it not in ae-
cord with our Lord’s instruetions also—¢¢Torhid him not?”’
(Mark 9:39); and again, ‘‘What is that to thee? TFollow thou
me.”'—John 21:22.

But some of those who come to a trifling point on which they
disagree scem to imagine that the entire harvest work must be
overthrown, or at least stopped, until they get their little jot
or tittle satisfactorily adjusted. Such evidently make moun-
tains out of mole hills, and forget that, if the present move-
ment among the Lord’s people is the harvest work or under
the Lord’s supervision at all, the Lord is responsible, and not
they, and ean be trusted to aceomplish his own ends in his own
best way without the violation of ecither the letter or spirit of
his commands.

Recurring again to the query on Chronology we quote from
DawnN-STUDIES, Vol. 11, page 38, last paragraph, as follows:

““Tn starting with the question, How long is it since man’s
ereation? we should and do feel econfident that Te who gave
the prophceies, and said that in the time of the end they should
he understood, has provided in his Word the data necessary to
enable us accurately to locate those prophecies. However, any
who expect to find these matters so plainly stated as to be
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convineing to the mere surface reader, or the insincere skeptic,
will be disappointed. God’s times and seasons are given in
such a way as*to be convincing only to those who, by acquaint-
ance with God, are able to recognize his characteristic methods.
The evidence is given ‘that the man of God may be thoroughly
furnished.” (2 Tim. 3:17) These well know that in all the
paths by which the Father leads they must walk by faith and
not by sight. To all who are prepared to walk thus, we expect
to be able to point out at every step solid statements of God’s
Word—a sure foundation for reasonable faith.’’

In the same chapter we proceed to point out that many of
the links of chronclogy in sacred and profane history are
‘‘broken, lapped and tangled so much that we could arrive at
no definite conelusion from them, and should be obliged to con-
clude, as others have done, that nothing positive could be known
on the subject, were it not that the New Testament supplies
the deficiency.”’ (Page 49, first paragraph.) Thus we sought
to prove that chronology cannot he built on facts, hut ean be
rcecived only on faith. But again we urge a fresh reading of
Vol. 11. entire. If with these suggestions some shall lose their
faith in our chronology, others and many more, we believe, will
have their faith in it strengthened greatly.

We remind you again that the weak points of chronology
are supplemented by the various prophecies which interlace with
it in so remarkable a manner that faith in the chronology
almost becomes knowledge that it is corrcet. The changing of
a single year would throw the beautiful parallels out of accord;
because some of the prophceies measure from B. C., some from
A. D, and some depend upon hoth. We helieve that God meant
those prophecies to be understood ‘‘in due time’’; we believe
that we do understand them now—and they speak to us through
this chronology. Do they not thereby scal the chronology?
They do to faith, but not otherwise.

Our Lord declared, ‘‘The wise shall understand’’; and he
told us to ‘* Watch’’ that we might know; and it is this chron-
ology which convinces us (who can and do receive it by faith)
that the Parable of the Ten Virgins is now in process of ful-
filment—that its first ery was heard in 1844 and its second ery,
‘‘Behold the Bridegroom’’—present—was in 1874. Tt is this
chronology and none other which awakened us to trim our
lamps, in harmony with the Lord’s promise through the Apostle,
‘“Ye brethren are not in darkness, that that day should over-
take you as a thief.”’

If our chronology is not reliable we have no idea where we
are nor when thc morning will come. Bishop Ussher’s chron-
ology, as we have pointed out (DAWN 1L, p. 51) puts the end of
six thousand yecars nearly a century future and would destroy
every prophetic application as we have seen and profited by it.
And when we say ‘“our’’ chronology we merely mean the one
we use, the Bible chronology, which belongs to all of God’s
people who approve it. As a matter of faet it was used in
practically the form we present it long before our day, just as
various prophecies we usc were used to a different purpose by
Adventists, and just as various doctrines we hold and which
scem so new and fresh and different were held in some form
long ago: for instance—election, frce grace, restitution, justi-
fication, sanctification, glorification, resurrection.

The work in which the Lord has been pleased to use our
humble talents has been less a work of origination than of
reconstruction, adjustment, harmonization. God’s Word, the
great harp from which now comes such wondrous music, was
unstrung. One denomination had one string, another denomina-
tion had a different one—election, free grace, baptism, second
coming of Christ, time prophecies, ete. They had twanged
away, each on his own string, until all were disgusted at the
discord and about ready to quit for relief—as they since have
done, practically. Then came the Lord’s time for putting the
old harp in order again, for the use of his most faithful fol-
lowers. To whatever extent the great Master has used any
of us either in restringing and tuning the harp, or in ealling
to the attention of his ‘“brethren’’ the harmony and the beauty
of the melodious paans therefrom in honor of the Almighty, let
us praise him for the great privilege enjoyed, and use it.

The faet that we have reached this harmony just at the
right time, aecording to our chronology—just at the time
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promised by our Lord when he declared that, to those who
would be ready and open to his knock promptly, he should
‘‘come in and sup with them,’’ that he would ¢“gird himself
[become their servant] and come forth and serve them’’ (Luke
12:37)—is an evidence to us that the time features of the
prophecies as we understand them are correct. To this great
chief servant of his church, then, we render thanks for the
harmonious light of present truth—and are we not to consider
that the chronology which has had so much to do with this
light is also of him?

But let us suppose a case far from our expectations: Sup-
pose that A. D. 1915 should pass with the world’s affairs all
serene and with evidence that the ‘‘very eleet’’ had not all
been ‘‘changed’’ and without the restoration of natural Isracl
to favor under the New Covenant. (Rom. 11:12, 15) What
then? Would not that prove our chronology wrong? Yes,
surely! And would not that prove a keen disappointment?
Indeed it would! It would work irreparable wreek to the
parallel dispensations and Israel’s double, and to the Jubilee
calculations, and to the prophecy of the 2300 days of Daniel,
and to the epoch called ‘‘Gentile times,’’ and to the 1260, 1290
and 1335 days, tbe latter of which marking the beginning ef
the harvest so well fulfilled its prediection, ‘Oh, the blessed-
ness of him that waiteth and cometh unto the 1335 days!’’
None of these would be available longer. What a blow that
would be! One of the strings of our ‘‘harp’’ would be quite
broken!

However, dear friends, our harp would still have all the
other strings in tune and that is what no other aggregation
of God’s people on earth could boast. We could still worship
a God so great and grand that none other could compare with
him. We should still see the grandeur of his salvation in Christ
Jesus—*‘a ransom for all.”’ We should still sce the wonders
of ‘“the hidden mystery,’’ our fellowship with our Redeemer in
“‘his death’’ and also ‘“in his resurrection’’ to ‘‘glory, honor
and immortality ’’—¢‘the divine nature.’’

If, therefore, dearly beloved, it should turn out that our
chronology is all wrong, we may conclude that with it we have
had much advantage everyway. If the attainment of our
glorious hopes and present joys in the Lord should ecost us
such disappointment as our friends fear, we should rejoice and
count it cheap! If the Lord sees it necessary for the arousing
of the ‘‘virgins’’ to permit a false note upon the time bugle,
let us take it joyfully as one of the ‘‘all things’’ working to-
gether for good to those who love him, to the called ones ac-
cording to his purpose. But let us not forget that the parable
gshows that the second awakening of the virping was no mis-
take! The Bridegroom came! The ‘‘wise virgins’’ had the
necessary faith to follow; the others, too worldly-wise, lacked
the faith and missed the high honors accorded to the bride
class, though privileged later to be her companions at the
‘““marriage supper of the Lamb.’’

The best medicine, the best antidote, for a poisoned faith
in present truth, is a careful review of the presentations of the
Dawn-Stupies. If that fails we know nothing to recommend.
But let us not forget that there were conditions precedent to
our admission into this light, and that those conditions must be
maintained if we would stay in the light. If, therefore, all
or any portion of the light becomes darkened, our first query
should be, ‘“Am I living up to my covenant conditions—self-
denial, self-sacrifice?’’ If we discover a coolness therc we may
know that we have found the real secret of our trouble and
should at once ‘‘take it to the Lord in prayer.”’

‘‘Mine eyes can see the glory of the presence of the Lord;
He is trampling out the winepress where his grapes of wrath
are stored;
I see the flaming tempest of his swift descending sword:
Our King is marching on.

““The seventh trump is sounding, and our King knows no
defeat.
He will sift out the hearts of men before his judgment seat.
0! be swift, my soul, to welcome him, be jubilant, my feet;
Our King is marching on.’’

LOVING RULES AND PARLIAMENTARY RULES

The dear friends of the I. B. S. A. properly feel a re-
sponsibility in respect to their voting for class elders and
deacons and for everything that they do especially in the name
of the Lord. We have already suggested that it would be
unwise, perhaps unkind, to enforce parliamentary rules in re-
spect to church mecetings, when perhaps only a few are really
acquainted with such rules. The rules are, of course, good, wise
and generally profitable. The spirit of parliamentary rules

should apply everywhere; for they are built on the Golden Rule
basis of protecting the interests of all and getting through
with the business with the least friction and delay.

‘With the Lord’s people, however, love is always to have the
first place. While love is always in acecord with the Golden
Rule, it is always at liberty to do more than even-handed justice.
So all of the Lord’s brethren should be quite willing to deny
themselves a little prefercnee in the interest of another where
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no principle would be involved. Love, joy, peace, should prevail
in every class. Everything tending toward these and in fullest
harmony with loyalty toward God and his Word should be
cherished.

Several recent letters make further inquiry respecting church
elections, methods of nominating, ete., and inquire whether or
not it would be improper to follow a little different method of
nominating than that suggested in STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES,
Vol. VI. We answer that in all such matters the will of the
class is the law. The Lord left the matter in the hands of the
chureh; and each little section, or part, of the church has full-
est authority to follow the divine arrangement, aceording to its
judgment.

In certain cases we believe it a very good plan to nominate
elders and deacons by ballot, first deciding how many are de-
sired for the term. Suppose that two elders and five deacons
were considered a proper supply for the class. Then, in ballot-
ing, each conseecrated person should consider the Lord’s will
in respect to the nomination he would make. He may write
the names of two nominees for elder and five nominees for
deacon. Or, unless there were objection to it, he may give his
two votes for one eclder and his five votes for one deacon, or
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divide those votes in any way that he may choose. In this way,
minorities in the class would have an opportunity of being
represented among the elders.

When the balloting is finished and the acecount made up,
the two elders who have received the largest number of nomi-
nating ballots should be considered the choice of the class;
and similarly the five deacons. Then it would be in order to
have a vote. It is usually both pleasant and appropriate to
make elections of those receiving the highest number of ballots
unanimous by a vote with the outstretched hand.

Do not forget that the object always sought after is not
how you can acecomplish your will, but how you can give to
every brother and sister the fullest opportunity for representa-
tion and have the same for yourself, especially with a view to
doing the Lord’s will. No matter how the results are reached,
if they express satisfactorily the judgment of the majority, or
all or nearly all of the class, the matter is thoroughly legal, and
in harmony with the principles laid down in the Bible.

‘‘Let brotherly love continue.’’ Let us seek to lay down our
lives for the brethren. We cannot serve the Lord directly, but
can serve him indirectly, by serving the brethren and by mani-
festing our patience and sympathy and love for them.

THE GOOD

SAMARITAN

JANUARY 18.—Luke 10:25-37.
¢“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.’”’—Mark 12:31.

Our studies since the first of the year relate to the last six
months of our Lord’s ministry. He knew that his death was
approaching—that he must, as the antitypical Passover Lamb,
be put to death the following Spring, on the fourtcenth day of
the first month. His ministry had only begun to awaken the
people.

The seventy, whose ordination or commission we considered
a week ago, were sent aeross Jordan into the district known as
Perea. And Jesus himself went thither shortly afterward. The
purpose of his ministry was to thoroughly awaken all the Jews
to a knowledge of the fact that the time of their visitation had
come. We are informed by the Apostle Paul that at the time
of the Lord’s death there were about five hundred that could be
called brethren. But besides these, the witnesses above men-
tioned subsequently bore other fruit-—after Pentecost.

Later, the seventy returned expressing joy and confidence,
and remarking that even the demons were subject to them in
the Father’s name. The Master took occasion to tell them that
they were overlooking their chief cause of joy, saying, ‘‘Rejoice,
rather, that your names are written in heaven’’—than that
demons are subject to your command. So it is with all of us.
Salvation is a personal matter with us, and works and preach-
ing are merely incidentals connected with that work of per-
sonal salvation. The great time for works will be future.
Then, if faithful, we shall be privileged to be associated with
the Redecmer in his work of regenerating the world of man-
kind, breaking the shackles of sin and death, granting deliver-
ance to the cayptives, even as the prophets foretold.

No matter how praiseworthy are the social uplifts of the
present time, they are as nothing compared with the great
social and moral uplift which God has planned and which
Messiah will institute with his kingdom. Hence the first work
of all God’s conseerated people is a personal one—the prepara-
tion of their own hearts and characters for divine approval, that
they may have a share in the sufferings of the present time and
in the glorious work of the future.

At this point our study for today opens.
to entrap the Master by asking the question: ¢‘Master, what
shall T do to inherit eternal life?’’ 1In those days, when the
only law of Israel was God’s law, a lawyer was one well versed
in the teaching of the books of Moses. Jesus therefore said to
this theological doetor: ‘How do you understand the matter?
You know what is written in the law.” The lawyer replied:
“We shall love the Lord with all our heart, with 2ll our soul,
with all our strength, with all our mind; and our neighbor as
ourselves.” Jesus approved this, saying that it was true. ‘Do
this—keep the law—and you shall live. You will never die.’

The lawyer was caught before he knew it. He knew that
the people of Israel had been dying for centuries, notwithstand-
ing the law; yet himself and others were outwardly claiming
that they were keeping the law. Jesus showed him out of his
own testimony that he was not keeping the law, as he pre-
tended to do and as the Pharisees in general pretended to do.
The fact is that no imperfeet, fallen human being can keep
the perfeet law of God; for it is so comprehensive that only
a perfeet man could keep it thoroughly.

The lawyer sought to make the best of a bad argument

A lawyer thought

and, instead of acknowledging his defeat, turned the question
to Jesus again: ‘‘Who is my neighbor’’ whom I am to love as
myself? This was one of the points which Jesus had par-
ticularly made against the Pharisces—that outwardly they were
pious, religious, they prayed, fasted, etc.; yet in their hearts
they were unjust and would take unjust advantage of widows
and orphans—not loving them as themselves. The lawyer
sought to imply that God’s law did not include everybody as
his neighbor, but only certain special ones.

Jesus, however, again out-gencraled him, saying, ‘I will
give you a parable. A certain man went down to Jericho;
and on that lonely mountain road he was besct by thieves, who
striped him, wounded him and left him half dead. There hap-
pened that way a priest, one of the highest representatives of
the law; and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other
side. Likewise there passed by a Levite, next in relationship
to the service of the law, the service of God. He went a little
nearer and looked at the poor man, but did nothing. Then
came along a Samaritan, an outsider, not a Jew at all; and he
was filled with compassion. He bound up the wounds, put the
man on his beast, brought him to an inn and took care of him,
sacrificing his own time and strength in the wounded man’s
interest. He did more than this. He paid for the man’s keep
until he should return from Jerusalem.

‘Now,’ said Jesus to the lawyer, ‘I put the question to
you, Which of these men acted the part of the neighbor to
this man who fell among the thieves? Which one of these
treatments of the case would fulfill the requirements of the law,
according to your judgment?’ The lawyer answered that the
one who showed merey on the man was the one who had surely
done the neighborly act. Jesus replied that this should be an
example to the lawyer, that he should do likewise—that he
should be kind, thoughtful, gencrous, toward any human being
who was in affliction—in necd of help.

LOVE FULFILS THE LAW

We do well to remember God’s real object in giving laws,
commandments, ete. He is not taking pleasure especially in the
number of times that we bow the knee or bow the head, nor in
the number of times that we attend divine worship, nor in any-
thing that we can do along the lines of worship. The Lord
especially delights to see us cultivate his own spirit of love and
kindness and generosity. ¢‘God is love; and he that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God.”” (1 John 4:16) As the Apostle says,
he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he
claim to love God whom he hath not seen? How could he know
that he would love God? (1 John 4:20) Well does the Apostle
Paul tell us that love is the fulfilling of the law.—Romans
13:10.

We are not to understand the Apostle to mean that simply
to have love would fulfil God’s law and give us everlasting
life. No! It is only for those who have accepted Christ that
love fulfils the Law. For all those who become disciples of
Jesus, God has made a special arrangement, that the merit of
Jesus’ sacrifice. shall cover their blemishes, so that if they
cultivate and possess the heart quality of love (God-likeness)
it will be acceptable—because Jesus’ sacrifice makes good al

{53691



(381-377)

deficiency. We are ‘‘accepted in the Beloved.”’ ‘‘The right-
eousness of the law is fulfilled in us who are walking, not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit.”’

St. Paul remarks that love is the prineipal thing in our
character in the divine estimation. He tells us that if we
should give all of our goods to feed the poor or even if we
should give our bodies to be burned in some worthy cause, and
vet not have love—not do these things from the spirit or
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prompting of love—it would all count for nothing in God’s
sight. (1 Corinthians 13) Tvidently the great lesson for
Christian people to learn is to put away all these—anger,
malice, envy, hatred, strife, and to put on all these—meekness,
gentleness, long-suffering, brotherly kindness, love. 8t. Peter
declares that if we do these things we shall never fall, but that
an entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ will be granted to us.—2 Peter 1:10, 11.

“BLESSED ARE THE MEEK”

““The meek will he guide in judgment; and the meek will he teach his way.’’—Psalm 25:9.

Even a perfeet man would need divine guidance in respeet
to his judgment of matters, in respect to his decisions, in re-
speet to his course, in respect to his ways. And if a perfect
man would need divine guidance and oversight, in order to
make no mistake from his limited degree of knowledge, because
of not knowing fully the Father’s will respecting him, much
more would an imperfecet man need this! The good and the
bad, the wise and the foolish—all eclasses of mankind——need
such instruetion. But there is only one class now in the proper
attitude of mind to receive it, and that class is Seripturally
called the meek.

We cannot say that the meek are those who feel themselves
inferior and that therc are superiors to be looked up to, neces-
sarily. Adam in that event could not have been meek; Jesus
could not have been meek; the heavenly Father could not be
meck. While it is not Secripturally stated that the heavenly
Father is meck, yet Jesus was meck, and he was the express
image of the I'ather’s person in the flesh. Henece we would
assume that the heavenly Father possesses meckness, in distine-
tion from haughtiness.

GOD RESISTS THE PROUD

Our Lord said, ‘‘I am meek and lowly of heart.”” Our
Lord was meek in that he was teachable. He realized that even
in his perfeetion there were things to be learned; and he learned
ohedienee through the things which he suffered. It was be-
cause he had this quality of meekness or teachableness that the
offer was made to him to be our Savior. Without this he never
would have been our Redeemer, we may assume. Without this
quality he would have been self-assertive and proud, not ready
to do the Father’s will. And as with the Master, so with the
church,

Even small talents that are rightly dirceted are more valu-
able than larger talents that are misdirected. The pathway of

life shows much large talent misdirected for lack of proper
knowledge and guidance. And this lack of guidanee, we may
assume, has resulted from the lack of the spirit of teachable-
ness—the lack of desire to know the best way, the Father’s
way. We can see that even a heathen man, if he were meek,
would have much more opportunity to learn about the Lord’s
will than would one who thinks that he is above instruction.
Whoever knows it all to begin with, is not apt to be in a con-
dition to reccive any instruetion.

The Lord declares that he resists the proud. Even if they
become his children they would be kept at a distance. If the
proud were permitted to ecome nearer to the Lord, it would
make them more proud; whereas, if they are kept at a distance,
they may become meek and teachable and humble. We sce then
that all need instruction. But the only ones who are in a
position to receive it are those who recognize their need and
who are in the attitude to avail themselves of the Lord’s offer
of guidance of their judgment, of their way, of their course in
life. Such as avail themselves of the privilege get a proper
estimate of everything—of the things of the life present, and
also of the things of the life to come,.

These are the ones whom the Lord is pleased to instruct
and guide in the knowledge of his Son, and into all his bless-
ings. If they continue to be meck, He is ahle to make of
them heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ their Lord.
We read in the Seriptures that the meek shall inherit the carth.
They will inherit it under the terms of the primary and original
covenant. These will be the seed of Abraham. TFrom these the
blessing will go to all mankind who will be obedient during the
Millennial veign. After the final test at the end of the Millen-
nial age, the whole world will be teachable. They will have
learned the great lesson that God is the Fountain of all Wis
dom; and they will have profited by this instruction.

“HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM”

JANUARY 25.—Luke 8:1-3; 9:57-62; 10:38-42,

“‘Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me.’’ —Matthew 25:40.

The opening verse of this study furnishes us the key to
all the preaching that Jesus did, so far as the record goes. His
one message was the good tidings of the kingdom of God. This
is still the good tidings, and any of the Lord’s people who
have not yet learned that the kingdom of God is the very
eenter and essence of the hope of the church and the hope of
the world, have not profitably read and believed the Bible. The
Jews, not heing ready for the kingdom, were as a nation re-
jeeted from being Messiah’s associates in that kingdom. But
not all were rejected; hence we read that to as many as re-
coived Jesus, to them gave he liberty to become sons of God—by
the hegetting and anointing of the holy Spirit, which first came
at Pentecost.

SURELY THIS IS GOOD TIDINGS

Those sons of God, if faithful, are to be with Jesus by and
by—heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ their Lord in
this heavenly kingdom. Their honor and blessing shall be
great; for they shall be like their Master and see him as he is
and share his glory. But this will not be all. If they develop
this spirit of love, they will thereby bhe qualified for association
with the Master in his great work of blessing mankind, rolling
away the curse and uplifting humanity out of sin and death
conditions.

Surely this is good tidings, as stated in this lesson! And
the same good tidings were heralded by those angels who pro-
claimed the Master’s birth, saying, ¢‘Bchold, we bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be unto all people!’’ Thus
far it has been good tidings only to God’s servants and hand-
maidens, the chureh. But it shall be good tidings to all when
all the deaf ears shall be unstopped and when all the blind cyes
shall be opened, and they shall see the glories of Messiah’s
kingdom.

‘While Jesus was thus declaring the kingdom, he was not
begging his way. We have no suggestion that he ever took

R. V.

up a collection or in any manner solicited money. Many think
that this is a suggestion that the followers of Christ should
likewise make no appeals for money, but merely use of their
own substance and such other moneys as shall voluntarily he
given unto them. However, this is for each to decide for him-
self.

Amongst the healed ones was Mary of Magdala, out of
whom the Lord had cast seven demons. In other words, the
poor woman was in the condition in which many are who are
in insane asylums. Her trouble was not organie, but caused
by the harassing of the seven fallen angels who had taken pos-
session of her. Whoever believes the Bible message must be-
lieve that there are fallen angels—spirit beings who have a
malevolent influence upon humanity to the extent that they
can gain control, and who must be resisted by the will. Mary,
apparently, was a woman of wealth. Released from the power
of the demons, she was so grateful to Jesus that she did her
best to serve him on every occasion. Other honorable women
are also mentioned as having contributed to the maintenance of
the Lord.

“LET ME BURY MY FATHER"’

Some were attracted to Jesus, evidently, with the thought
that one so gifted and so well supplied with the nccessities of
life must be wealthy. One such said to the Lord, ¢‘T will follow
thee whithersoever thou goest.”’ But apparently his ardor was
cooled when Jesus informed him that he had no property, no
home of his own, although there were numerous homes to which
he was welecome. Foxes have holes of their own and birds have
nests of their own, but the Son of Man had no home that he
could call his own. None but the very sincerc would likely be
attracted to follow a leader under such circumstances. Wealth
attracts many, poverty few.

Another said to Jesus, in substance, Lord, you may count
me as one of your disciples; but I have a father, and T feel as
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though I must stay with him until his death. The reply of
Jesus shows us th: importance he attaches to every service we
can render to the heavenly Father’s cause. He said to him,
‘‘Let the dead bury their dead, but go thou and preach the
kingdom of God.’’

IS IT NOT TIME TO AWAKE?

The whole world is already dead from the divine standpoint.
The sentence of death that passed upon Adam involved all of
his children. The only ones whom the Scriptures receognize as
possessed of any life at the piesent time are those who become
related to the Life-giver, Jesus. The Master intimates that all
such should take a different view of life from others. There are
plenty in the world who can :ttend to the earthly things; few
who can attend to the greater and more imporiant work of pro-
claiming the kingdom and ~athering the kingdom elass.

This is the most important work in the world, because it is
God’s work. And those who engage in it are co-laborers with
God. Be it noticed ngain that it was the kingdom of God that
was worthy of this preaching and this sacrifice. Alas, how
strange it is that so little ot the preaching of later times is
«long this line! In other words, the Gospel message that Jesus
and his disciples delivered h:s been lost, forgotten, neglected.
Is it not time for all Bible students to awaken to the great
privilege of preaching the same message that tle Master and
his appointed ones at the first advent preached?

LESSONS TO BE LEARNED

Another came to Jesus, saying, ‘I will follow you, but I
wish first to go and bid farewell to those who are at home. I
will spend a little time with them; and before long I will be
with you in the work.” It was not heartlessness on Jesus’ part
that suggested the answer: ¢‘‘No man, having put his hand to
the plow, and looking haek, is fit for the kingdom of God.”’
According to these searching words, who then, even amongst the
Lord’s consecrated people of today, is fit for the kingdom?

We are not to judge others, but cach to judge himself. And
vet, in a general way, are we not confident that many not only
are looking hack and making speeial provisions for the social
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amenities of life, but additionally are plunging into many of
the luxuries, pleasures and frivolities of the world? The ques-
tion is a searching one. How many of us will the Lord con-
sider fit for the kingdom—fit for a place with himself in that
glorious Messianic empire, which we trust is nigh—at the door?
There seems to be a principle involved. Those who are not
absorbed with interest in the kingdom, desiring its blessings and
desiring a share in conferring blessings upon others, would
probably not be qualified by the resurrection change to accom-
plish the work which he has designed shall be done for hu-
manity.

The story of Martha and Mary concludes the lesson. Ioth
loved the Savior, but they manifested their love differently.
Jesus did not disapprove of Martha and her carefulness as a
cook in providing for his comfort; but he especially appreciated
the spirit of Mary, which drew her to his fect to hear the won-
derful words of life. Hers was the hetter part, Jesus said. So,
then, in our serviec for the Master let us have this in mind,
that he is especially pleased when we give earnest attention to
his words and seek to be filled with and guided by his holy
Spirit.

Today’s study represents special serviees which were ren-
dered at different times during our Lord's ministry. Accept-
able service, like acceptahle praise, must come as a fruitage
of love to the Lord. He who loves much will serve much,
Salaries cannot purchase this kind of service, and persecutions
cannot hinder it.

Whoever was privileged to serve the Lord Jesus personally
was certainly highly privileged. And yet we may be sure
of the general principle laid down in our text, that whoever
serves any whom the Lord classes as his brethren is really serv-
ing him. Tle accepts the same as service to himself. How
precious this thought, and how valvuable it is! What wonder
that all who truly believe the Lord’s Word should be zealous
in their service of their brethren! As the Apostle suggests,
we ought also to lay down our lives for the hrethren, even as
Christ died for all.

THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL AGE

‘“To them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life.”’—Romans 2:7.

The eall of this Gospel age is a call to glory, honor and
immortality. As the Apostle Peter says, God has ‘“given unto
us [the chureh] exceeding great and precious promises, that
by these ye might become partakers of the divine nature.”’ (2
Peter 1:4) St. Paul says that we were called in the ‘“one
hope of our calling’’—this is the hope that is set before us.
Shall we all get this great reward? No. Some will draw back.
‘‘But we are not of them who draw back unto perdition; but
of them that bhelieve [and go on] to the saving of our souls
[our lives].”’ (Heb. 10:39) Those who draw back go into the
second death. TFor them there is nothing reserved but ever-
lasting destruetion. They will perish as brute heasts.—2 Peter
2:12.

We have been redeemed from Sheol, the grave, the tomb.
God will later deliver also all mankind, and give them an op-
portunity to come to a knowledge of the truth. Only a eom-
paratively small portion have as yet been made partakers of
the holy Spirit. Only the spirit-begotten ones are able to sec
these things now offered; therefore, ‘‘Blessed are your eyes, for
they see; and your ears, for they hear.”” This is the only class
with which God is dealing at the present time—those who have
been begotten of the holy Spirit.

BOTH OVERCOMERS AND ‘‘MORE THAN CONQUERORS’’

But there is a difference between these that have been he-
gotten of the holy Spirit. Every man’s work shall be tested
‘“as by fire.”? The Apostle tells us that some will build with
eold, silver and precious stones of the divine promises. He de-
clares that others will build with wood, hay and stubble, and
that this latter class will suffer loss, but will themselves be saved,
‘‘yet so as by fire.”” (1 Cor. 3:12-15) Eventually only those
of the wise virgin class, who have copied the Lord’s character,
will be counted as ‘“more than conquerors.”’ The ‘“more than
conquerors’’ are those who go into this self-sacrifice voluntarily,
as did our Savior. Others will not be counted as ‘‘more than
conquerors.”” ¢‘To him that overcometh will I give power over
the nations.”’” These are more than merely overcomers—these
that become the royal priesthood. These are the ones who will
inherit immortality, who will receive the highest blessing.

We see two classes brought to our attention in Revelation
7, 9. In the first class are twelve thousand from each of the
twelve tribes of Isracl-—one hundred and forty-four thousand
in all. These are they ‘‘who follow the Lamh whithersoever
he goeth.’”’ These are the ones who will stand with the Lamb
on Mt. Zion, and who will sit with him in his throne. As many

from the different tribes of Israel as were worthy at the first
advent were received and given the begetting of the holy Spirit
at Pentecost. But the full number were not found in natural
Israel. “‘Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for;
but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded.’’
—Rom. 11:7.

During this Gospel age God has been completing the elect,
filling up the number lacking to complete the one hundred and
forty-four thousand, and apportioning, to cach of those that
come in, one of the places that were vacant.

The Apostle says, ‘T would not have you to be ignorant,
hrethren, concerning this mystery, lest ye should be wise in
your own conceits: that blindness in part is happened unto
Tsracl, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.?’ ‘‘The
Deliverer shall come out of Zion, and shall turn away ungodli-
ness from Jaeoh,”’ my people. (Rom. 11:25, 26) The De-
liverer is Christ the ITead and the church his body. And this
Deliverer will be tho one who will bless all who become
Tsraelites.

The picture in Revelation 7:9 shows us the great company.
And we read that John saw a great company, out of all nations
and kindreds and peoples and tongues—not an elect number,
not a fixed number, but one which no man could compute, being
a number which no man knoweth. In the treatment that they
must undergo, it is shown that these must wash their robes in
the hlood of the Lamb, and they will stand before the throne,
instead of sitting in the throne. They will have everlasting life,
hut not immortality. Only the little flock, the bride class, will
have immortality. The bride elass will be counted worthy to
escape the trouble coming on the world. They will keep their
garments unspotted from the world. TIf there comes a spot or
wrinkle, they go immediately to the throne of heavenly grace,
and find mercy and help and cleansing in time of nced.

TWO CLASSES IN THE CHURCH

Thus wo see that there will be two classes—the little flock
and the great company. All these were typified in the first-
borng of Israel, who were spared, or passed over, in the nigh?
when Israel left Egypt. So all these will be of the church of
the first-borns. But a part of these will attain the divine nature
as the bride of Christ, and a part will attain everlasting life,
similar to the everlasting life that the angels possess.

Only the Father originally had immortality. The first-
begotten of the Father was the Logos. He was the beginning
of the creation of God, the first-horn of every ecreature, by
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whom all things were made that were made. St. John tells us
that ‘“In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was with
the God, and the Logos was a God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not anything made that was made.’’
Hence we understand that angels, prineipalities and powers,
cherubim and seraphim, as well as man, were all the direct crea-

WATCH TOWER

BrookryN, N. Y.

tion of this Logos, though not by his own power.—John 1:1-3.

All things are of the Father, and all things are by the Son,
and we by him. First, Jehovah himself is of the divine nature;
secondly, our Lord Jesus; and thirdly, the church, the Lamb’s
wife, will be of the divine nature. The great company will be
on the spirit plane, because begotten of the Spirit.

IN

Dear Lord, with sorrow, I confession make
That while with joy I suffer for thy sake,
Yet in the cares with which my days abound,
Where I should smile, I fear I often frown.
In days gone by I’ve murmured o’er and o’er
And unkind words have left me feeling sore;
Those whom I come in contact with each day,
Disturb me oft by things they do and say.

And thoughtless actions have left such a sting
T could not find it in my heart to sing.

Lord, I''ll be honest with myself and thee,

I have not been as sweet as I should be.

And T have said, ““Too hard the wind doth blow,
Too hot the day, too much rain or snow,’’

And tho’ at times I’ve checked the hasty word,
Still, in my heart rebellious murmurs stirred.

And I have thought that I could grow in grace
Much better, were I in another’s place.

Lord, to this whole long list T guilty plead;
And I am gricved o’er it, I am indeed;

EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS

And I am come to make a vow to thee,
That in the coming year, whate’er shall be
My portion, trials, cares, vexations, pain,
Dear Lord, I will not murmur nor complain.

And I will say when I arise each morn,

This day my Lord wants me to overcome,

¢¢In everything give thanks,’’ this is his Wora;
And T will school my heart to sweet accord.

I’ll thank him for the sun, and for the rain;
1’1l thank him for the sorrow and the pain;

And in the things which try my patience so

I’ll thank him that I have a chance to show

How sweet and kind and loving I can be,

How much his holy Spirit dwells in me.

Relying on thy grace to see me through,

Dear Lord, I’ll trust thee tho’ I do not know

Why I should walk the path I’m called to go.

I’ll give thee thanks whatever be the way

‘Which thou shalt lead me in from day to day;

Lord, this is what I’ve promised thee to do.
ReBEccA FaIrR DnNEY.

SALVATION—UNIVERSAL AND LIMITED

¢“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.’’—1 Timothy 2:4.

‘While this Seripture teaches a universal salvation, yet there
are other Seriptures which speak of the ultimate destruction of
a certain elass. In seeking to harmonize these Scriptures we
note that there are various salvations. For illustration: A
man might be saved from a burning building in the morning,
and in the afternoon from drowning in a pond of water. The
next day he might be saved from financial disaster, from bank-
ruptey, and later from something else.

There is one general trouble in the human family.
whole human race were sold under sin. St. Paul, writing on
this subjeet, says: ‘‘By one man’s disobedience Sin entered
into the world and death and sin; and so Death passed upon
all men, bheeause all are sinners.”’ This, then, is the great
disaster.  The Seriptures tell us that God has provided Jesus
to bo a life-giver to all mankind, and that he died, the just for
the unjust.  ““Sinee by man eame death, by man came also the
resurrection of the dead.”” ¢“The hour is coming when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that hear
shall live. . . . The hour is coming when all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice and shall come forth.””  (John 5:25,
28, 29) This awakening from death is what the Apostle had
in mind, evidently, when he said that God is ““the Savior of all
men.’’

But if we should imagine the whole human family brought
hack to the same condition in which Adam was, it would not
necessarily mean everlasting life.  Adam was perfeet, yet he
fell into death; and his race, when fully recovered from the

The

penalty, will be placed on trial as was he. And any one who
will then be disobedient to God will not be granted everlasting
life. The Secriptures show us that Christ, having redeemecd
the world, will at the beginning of the Millennial age estab-
lish his mediatorial kingdom, which will be for the very pur-
pose of liberating man from the bondage of sin and death.
Then whoever chooses sin will be choosing the wages of sin—
death. And whoever chooses righteousness will be choosing the
reward that goes with it—everlasting life. Each will be granted
the opportunity of everlasting life, because saved by Christ
from the condemnation upon Adam. But first he must be set
free before having either a punishment of everlasting death,
or a reward of everlasting life.

God ‘‘will have all men to be saved [recovered, out of the
death state, the tomb], and to come to an accurate knowledge
of the truth; for there is one God, and one Mediator between
God and men; namely, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself
a ransom [corresponding price] for all, to be testified in due
time.”” The due time for the world in general, here spoken of,
will be during Messiah’s reign. The knowledge of the Lord
will cover the whole earth as the waters cover the great deep.
But there is in this age a class being speecially blessed—
‘“Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they
hear.’”” Having this blessing now, we have the gracious op-
portunity of attaining joint-heirship with our Lord in glory,
hionor and immortality—the divine nature.

GOD’S WILL IS BEST

““God’s will 1s best; faith’s vision may be darkened,
And tangling influence our feet arrest;
Yet to our ery for guidanee One has hearkened;
God’s will is best.

““We raise our tear-dimmed cyes with eager longing,
To picree the elouds that crown the mountain’s erest;
And watch the ehill mists round the pathway thronging,

With hearts distrest.

‘¢God’s will is best—~oh! tired heart and weary;
Each footfall finds you nearer to your rest;
And God prints on your pathway, lone and dreary,
“God’s will is best.’

““Why seck to know the secrets of the morrow:
Or what new dangers may your way infest?

"Tis Providence apportions joy or sorrow
To be your guest.

““God’s will is best—seek not to do God’s planning;
Nor of the future make untrusting quest;
He only of your whole life has the scanning;
God’s will is best.

““Enough, for mortal feet, the step before them;
Enough, for mortal hands, life’s next behest;
Enough to know Tmmortal Love is o’er them;
God’s will is best.

““God’s will is best—your first dawn may be over;
Life’s noon be past, its sun low in the West,
And night full nigh; but heaven’s morn will discover,
God’s will is best.”’
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