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the light.”” They should be shown that all occult, spiritual
influences are evil; that the holy angels indeed have a charge
concerning the saints, but not to give them instruction of any
kind. The Bible most explicitly declares that the Word of
God is sufficient that the man of God may be thoroughly fur-
nished. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) We are not therefore to expect
visions or revelations or any kind of communications from the
Lord or the holy angels. We are to conclude that all such
attempts to communicate with us are of the adversary and to
shun them aceordingly.

In the instance you mention, Brother J. evidently yielded
his will to some extent; else he Would not have been entrapped.
While obedient to the Lord, we are entirely safe—then the
evil spirits cannot do us injury. ‘‘The wicked one toucheth
him not.”” But the slightest yielding of the will, as through
curiosity, is dangerous, as those in insane asylums demon-
strate. Tt is estimated that fully one-half of all those in
insane asylums have no funetional brain disorder, but are
merely possessed of evil spirits.

In a case like that of Brother J. no time should be lost in
doing everything pessible for him. A brother who is im
close. fellowship with the Lord should be for a time his con-
stant companion, eontmually stimulating him to courage in
the exercise of his will in 1e81st1ng the evil angels and in
joining with him in prayer. If in spite of all these assis-
tances the evil spirits still get him under their control, we
advise that said companion exorcise the evil spirit in the
name of the Lord—saying, ‘‘In the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ T command the evil spirit to depart from him and to
enter him no more.”’

Please read this letter to the brother and assure him of
my sympathy.

‘““THE TOWER’’ GROWS DEEPER AND SWEETER
DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER RUSSELL:—

The July 15th issue of THE WATCH ToOWER has come to
hand, and as usual is full of helpfulness. I am unceasingly
and increasingly thankful to the dear Father in heaven for
the wonderful manner in which he has put his blessing upon
you as you have sought to serve his flock through the pages
of that precious journal. I count it a privilege to confess both
privately and publicly that if I am one of those so favored
as to be a sharer in the glory of the kingdom, as I hope to be,
the grace of God will have brought me there in large measure
through the edifying influence of the articles in THE TOWER.

THE TOowER grows grander and its messages deeper and
sweeter. As the Lord makes me to grow in grace in spite of
all those infirmities in my flesh which would hold me back,
the uplift each succeeding number of THE TOWER gives me
becomes more and more apparent, and my prayers are multi-
plied for you and your labor of love. We appreciate it, dear
Brother, and better still the Lord appreciates it, too.

In the current number of THE WATCH TOWER you quote
some views which Prof. Flinders Petrie has given expression
to, and I feared that some might infer that you wished to give
emphatic endorsement to the Professor’s ideas. My first im-
pression was that this was a wonderful truth, but when I went
to compare it with the Bible the erroneousness of it was
readily apparent. However, I know that you are too busily
engaged to find time to look thoroughly into the many matters
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of secondary importance brought to your attention, and in
addition it would be natural that in a thing of this kind we
would suppose that Prof. Petrie would have gone carefully
over it before putting forth such a theory. But I fear that he
gave his views without sufficient study.

The extract from the July TOWER, page 216, is as follows:

‘‘Prof. Flinders Petrie calls attention to the fact that the
Hebrew word alaf is used in the Scriptures sometimes to
mean a thousand, and at other times to signify a group, fami-
lies, or tents, very much in the same way that we use the
word regiment, as signifying a group of a thousand men, yet
often far less in number, especially after a battle. Thus un-
derstood, the record, ‘Judah 74,600,” would read, ‘Judah,
seventy- four famlhes, or tents, with six hundred men in all’;
‘so they set forward, every one after their families, acoordmg
to the house of their fathers.’—Num. 2:34.7

Now it is true that the Hebrew word for a thousand is also
sometimes used to signify a family or tribe, but it would be
impossible to give it that application in the Pentateuch for the
following reasons:

In the second chapter of Numbers we have the number of
each of twelve tribes given, but there is also given the
sum of the numbers of the three tribes on cach side of the

tabernacle. If you figure up these statements it will be found
that they are figured on the basis of thousands. The fol-
lowing table will illustrate it:
Thou- Hun-
Tribe. sands.  dreds.
Numbers 2:18, 19. Ephriam ..... 40 500
Numbers 2:20, 21. Manasseh .... 32 200
Numbers 2:22, 23. Benjamin .... 35 400
Numbers 2:24, Total .......... 108,100

But according to Professor Petrie the total
ought to be 107 families of 1,100 persons.

Another passage will serve to futher illustrate it; viz.,
Num. 3:42-51. Here we are told that the number of the first-
born are twenty-two thousand two hundred and seventy-threc.
Now it seems incredible that all the first-born were gathered
together into twenty-two families; they must have been scat-
tered all through the host of Israel. Then verses 46-50 indi-
cate that there were 273 more first-born than Levites, but
according to the interpretation of Prof. Flinders Petrie, 273
would be the whole number of the Israclites.

Other examples of this inconsistency are plentiful in the
book of Numbers, but I believe these will suffice.

Please consider this not in the nature of an attempt at criti-
cism, but merely as an humble effort to present facts which
your busy life may have prevented you from following up.

The Lord continues very good to me in assisting me each
day to glorify him in the pilgrim service. I realize that my
efforts are very imperfect, but they are nothing like what they
would be if I attempted this work in my own strength. Every
day he is proving to me the faithfulness with which he
keeps the promise that all things will be supervised by him
to our good, and that his grace will be sufficient.

With much Christian love, and wishing you many spiritual
joys even in the midst of your earthly trials, I remain,

Yours by His favor BENJ. H. BARTON.
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A RACE OF SLAVES

‘“For we know that the Law is spiritual;

The Apostle’s statement that we are sold under sin im-
plies that we as a race are slaves. And so elsewhere it is ex-
pressed that mankind are slaves of sin. (Rom. 6:16, 17.
Diaglott) We look back to see when we became slaves and
how this condition came about. We find that Adam sold him-
self aud incidentally all his race. What price was paid by the
purchaser? What did Adam get when he sold himself and all
his posterity to become servants of sin? We reply, He got
his own will. He got his choice of fellowship with his wife
for a time in the course of disobedience, thus rejecting God
and his will, his law. Tor this price, this self-gratification,
this measure of joy, he sold himself to sin and was cut off
from being a son of God. Then he became a slave of sin and,
as a result, a slave of death.—Romans 5:12.

Sin, the great monarch ruling the world, has enslaved
the entire human family. None can escape this bondage,
except in one way. TUnder this bondage of sin they get
disease, sorrow, disappointment, death. Death is the great
climax of this great Monarch. And so we read, ‘‘The wages

but I am carnal, sold under Sin.’’—Romans 7:14.

of sin is death.”’ “The whole creation groaneth and traveleth
in pain together.’ (Romans 6:23; 8:22) They are all
traveling in this slavery, which was plctured in the opprmslon
of the Israelites in Egypt under Pharaoh. The whole world is
in alienation from God, banished from his favor and from
everlasting life.

God’s promise was that he would provide a ransom for the
purchasing back of the slaves. He did this, in due time, by
providing the Redecmer. Father Adam went into slavery of his
own violation. His children—all mankind—were born slaves,
born in sin and slavery, under the penalty of death. Christ
appeared that he might redeem the one who sinned—that he
might give a ransom-price, a corresponding price—his own
life for the life of Father Adam. All these slaves may then be
set frec; may attain absolute freedom, if they will. All whom
the Son shall set free will be free indeed.

MAN’S RELEASE PICTURED IN TYPE

This release of the slaves from sin and death was pictured

in the law by the release of the fiftieth year Jubilee. When
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the Jubilee arrived, the only ones who remained in slavery
were those who preferrod to remain thus. (Deut. 15:12-17;
Lev. 25:39-41) So the thousand years of Christ’s relgn——the
Millenninm—is to be the great Jubilee time, in which all the
slaves are to he freed from slavery to sin and the power of
Satan, and are to be lifted up to freedom, if they will. But
the legal setting free of the slaves will be one thing, and the
getting back of their privileges will be quite another thing.
Mankind will be judically free—they will then all have bcen
hought with a price—taken from the taskmaster, sin, and put
under the new Master, Christ Jesus, the great King of Glory.

Messiah’s reign will be one in which mankind will be
uplifted. All things that were lost will be recovered during
the thousand years. And all will be set free, except those
who prefer the hondage—and these will u]tlm'itoly go into
the second death, extinction, never after to he awakened to
have the privilege of attaining everlasting life, or being of the
family of God.

THE PRESENT MASTER OF MANKIND

Sin beecame the possessor of our race, which came under
his control——sin being allegorically personified as a great
monarch holding relentless sway over mankind. Satan is
another mame for sin. As he was called by our Lord the
father of lies, and ‘‘a murderer from the beginning’’ (John
&:44), he very properly stands as the representative of sin, as
the representative of all unrighteousness.

Jesus Christ laid down the ransom-price for all, that man-
kind might, in due time, be redeemed from slavery to Sin. The
divine sentence upon Adam was death, and sin was the agent,
or channel, on account of which this condemnation came.
Christ was ‘‘“made sin for us’’ (2 Cor. 5:21); that is to say,
he was treated as the sinner, and received the punishment that
properly belonged to the sinner. This he did that he might
free us from this great slavery. The Apostle Paul declares
that ultimately the whole creation shall be set free from the
slavery of sin and death and shall become sons of God.—(Rom.
8:20, 21.—Diaglott.

‘When Adam yielded to self-gratification he became sub-
jeet to this death penalty. It was God who imposed the
penalty—it was God’s penalty that must be met. In order
for Christ to meet this penalty upon Adam, it was necessary
for him to renocunce all self-gratification and te become dead
to self, that he might do the Father’s will. And he gladly
yielded himself to God’s will-—all that is ‘‘written in the
Book.”’

We who have come into covenant relationship with God,
have come through Christ. Having become voluntary servants
of the Lord Jesus Christ we are still in slavery; but it is
slavery to Christ instead of slavery to sin. The world are
slaves of sin and not of Christ. Before Christ will make us
free from sin, the Father requires that we shall give up our
wills entirely to him. This constitutes us slaves in the most
absolute sense. The most absolute slavery is slavery of the
will to another. Ours is such a slavery, but it is one that is
beneficial. Whether we eat or drink or sleep or work—what-
ever we do—it is done in harmony with the Lord’s will and
for his glory. Yes, ours is a most blessed slavery, and we
would not become free from it for any consideration.

‘We see that unless we had this absolute submission of our
wills to God, we could not be prepared for the glorious things
to come, to be joint-heirs with our Redeemer in his glory,
honor and immortality. We were, therefore, freed from the
service of sin that we might become the bond-servants of
another, even Christ. And we recognize that in getting free
from sin, we are free indeed.—John 8:36.

It is true that we are still under a measure of bondage to
sin—in our bodies—as lorg as we live. But the Apostle urges,
“‘Let not sin reigrnn in your mortal body’’-—do not
allow it to dominate you; refuse to obey sin. (Rom. 6:12)
So then we are to exert ourselves. Whoever will not exert
himself will remain a bond slave of sin. We are to resist
determinedly and persistently the attempts of the old master,
sin, to bring us again into captivity. We are to strive to
maintain the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. (Gal
5:1) If we are half-hearted in this matter, we are only
partially loyal, and shall fail to win the prize, unless we
arouse ourselves. If we are fully loyal, his grace is sufficient,
and he far more than comrpensates us for whatever of self-
denial and sacrifice this loyalty may bring.

“THE SIN OF THE WORLD"’

The sin of the world was Adam’s sin. This original sin
was disobedience, and this disobedicence includes, not only the
act by which sin got possession of the world and 'has ever sinee
held possession, but it includes everything incident to its
penalty. So Jesus came into the world that he might take away
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‘“the sin of the world.”” (John 1:29) And he made possible
the release from sin by laying down his life, giving his life
a corresponding price for Adam’s.

Sin obtained possession of Adam at the very moment that he
sinned. He became the slave of sin as soon as he obeyed sin.
Here are shown two great principles—righteousness and sin.
Sin presented the temptation and said, Take this course; and
as soon as Adam vielded to the suggestion he became sin’s
slave; and God gave him over to the penalty. So the Serip-
tures represent that God merely took his hands off when Adam
became the voluntary servant of sin.

PRINCIPLES OF GOOD AND EVIL ETERNAL

The great principles of good and cvil have always been in
existence, whether they have been in operation or not. Right-
eousness has always existed. There has always been a prineiple
of righteousness, and there has always been a prineiple of un-
righteousness. Since the creation of beings in God’s image
began, the wrong course has always been open. Satan might
have taken that wrong course long before he did. Mankind
will always be open to the privilege of sinning, if they choose.
But God will so thoroughly teach what is the wages of Sin, that
mankind and all created intelligences will learn that lesson
fully. They will not take the wrong course—nor love it—they
will know that it would be suicide. They will not choose the
wrong, just as God would not choose the wrong. All will
have learned to ‘‘love righteousness and hate iniquity.’’

But these two principles will continue to exist. If it is
right to do one thing, it is wrong to do the opposite thing.
God’s just arrangement is that all who obey the principle of
righteousness shall live everlastingly. Justice sees to it that
any one who wanders from the right course pays the penalty.
The sure consequence of sin will fall upon the sinner. This
is a broad principle—*‘the wages of sin is death,”’ and the
wages of righteousness is everlasting life. Strictly speaking,
however, everlasting life is a gift, no one eould earn it: *‘The
gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’

THE SELLING PRICE-—THE PURCHASE PRICE

When Adam sinned, it was his life that he sold, and, as
the Apostle Paul tells us, Adam was not overtaken unawares
by this sin. He knew that the penalty was death if he should
sin; hence when he ate the forbidden fruit he knew that he
was selling his life. In other words, he gave his life for an
apple—or rather for the woman for whom he ate the apple.
Therefore, the self-gratification cost his life. He came wil-
fully under the penalty of death, into slavery to sin as the
result of eating that apple—for he knew the penalty. The
selling price was, we see, an apple. The purchase price, the
corresponding price, was the giving of human life.

The divine plan is like a great building which may be
viewed from different angles. We could take various pictures
other than those of purchase and sale. But to our mind this
illustration fits and dovetails.

The ransom is the foundation of this plan. There is no
other phase of the divine plan that is more accurately set
forth in the Scriptures, and no phase that is more fought
against—either openly or with subtlety—than is the ransom.
The ransom-price for Adam is to be paid to justice. Justice
demanded that mankind be sentenced to death. Jesus himself
has met this demand. Justice says, Give me the price and
mankind shall go free. Justice remains with its hands full all
the time. It never lets go of its hold. The penalty stands
until the price is paid.

Sin is not a person. It is only the principle of evil personi-
fied and is sometimes used as a synonym of Satan, who is a
person. Man sold himself to sin—justice did not sell him.
But justice has recognized the transaction, the sale—so that
under the condemnation, sin ean have dominion over man. But
divine love stepped in and provided the purchase price for the
sinner. All those sold under sin shall be redeemed, or pur-
chased back from sin and death. This transfer can be made
only through Christ. He is the Purchaser and Mediator who
will, in due time, lift all those who will out of the condem-
nation of sin and death, and put them into the realm of right-
eousness and life. And justice will stand by and agree that
Jesus shall be privileged to restore mankind to life, through
the merit of his sacrifice.

‘‘Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,
Jehovah’s blessed Son!

Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!

He comes to break oppression,
To set the captives free,

To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.’’
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LITTLE WAYS OF DOING GOOD TO OTHERS

‘¢ As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of Faith.’’
—Gal. 6:10

The Apostle”s exhortation here is very comprehensive—to
do good without limitation, whether it be in word or deed.
Some can be more benefited by words than by any other service
we could render them. One of the great needs of the world is
more knowledge. And if any one can dispel the darkness of
this ignorance and let in light, he will surely do great good.
The implied- thought of the Apostle, however, seems to be that
the prineiples of right and wrong—good and evil—are to be
discerned by the Lord’s people. From our standpoint we
should recognize what would be a good work and what would
be an evil work. Many are not able to discern between what
is good and what is evil. Those who do evil are, with very few
exceptions, in more or less ignorance and blindness.

Saul of Tarsus, for instance, was doing an evil work when
he was persecuting the church. But he did not realize this.
Henee, the best service to Saul of Tarsus, or any one else under
like conditions, would be to open the eyes of his understanding.

SOME GOOD WORKS ENUMERATED

Clothing the needy, feeding the hungry, taking care of the
imbecile, are all good works—doing good to the world of man-
kind. As we look out into the world, we see many efforts being
made to do good. Some of these efforts are wisely directed,
and some unwisely. But we are not commissioned to set the
world straight. We are not to interfere with anybody. Others
have a right to their judgment, as we have a right to ours. But
if any onc were doing an evil work, thinking it to be a good
work, we would be quite right to endeavor to stop him, using
such means as might seem appropriate and wise—the law,
or our own words, or the words of others. But even here we
are to take heed lest we should be busybodying in other men’s
matters.

If we were to further enumerate some of the good works
which ought to be done, we would say, to care for the blind,
to organize or put into operation a method by which they
might he enabled to read, or to get happiness; to care for the
deaf and dumb would also be a very good work. As for slum
work, we would not have much sympathy with a good deal of
this, as reported. We should, however, be very much in sym-
pathy with everything that aims for good, physical good, mental
good, social good, good of any kind. There are, besides the
foregoing, good arrangements provided for the sick, the in-
curable; such as hospitals, sanitariums, ete.

All who love their fellow men and have sympathy for those
in distress should he in sympathy with efforts for the better-
ment of their condition, and neither manifest nor feel opposi-
tion to them. No child of God could feel in sympathy with
anything evil. God is the representative of everything that is
good. Satan is the representative of everything that is evil
and injurious. If we would be children of God we must be
out of harmony with everything not in line with his orlgmal
p10v1smn for man, and out of harmony with everything that is
in support of Satan

Some of the efforts along the line of social uplift are not
at all bad. Their promoters may be working in an illogieal
way, a way that we feel sure is not in harmony with the Bible
way; but nevertheless we have sympathy with the Socialists.
They are trying to do good. But we have no sympathy with
those who are trying to do evil, injury. We have faith in God

i ; but
we believe that no efforts of humanity ean bring about this
change. Then there is a way of doing good along intellectual
lines, the lines of instruetion. It is a good thing to teach
children how to sew, how to cook, how to learn the mechanical
arts that will make them useful. Our public school teachers
are doing a good work, as they give instructions to the youth,

and especially if they give the right understanding in regard
to that which they teach, that which is in harmony with God’s
Word-—the proper mstructmn

SPECIAL WORK OF THE LORD’S PEOPLE

But there is a higher work than all these. And we are
to give our life and time to this, which we see is the most
valuable of all. This is the instruetion given for all who have
the ear to hear, respecting the Almighty, his will, his purposes,
his plan; for these are associated with every affair of life.
This instruction, to those who receive it, hecomes the best aid
to proper thinking, proper living, proper acting, for this is
God’s way. And this way becomes the way of all who are
consecrated to do his will, to walk in Jesus’ footsteps.

As, therefore, we come more and more in harmony with
God’s plan, we perccive that no other work could be so grand
as to make known to others God’s character, God’s plan and
God’s will concerning us. As this has brought great blessing
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and sanctification to us, we should have the desire to take the
good tidings to others, refreshing them as we have been re-
freshed, comforting them as we have been comforted.

In doing this work we resort to every lawful means. And
this is called in the Seriptures, preaching the Gospel-—whether
it is done by the printed page or orally or by pietorial repre-
sentations, it is proclaiming the Gospel—that which will do
the most good to all mankind. We labor under one difficulty
in this respect; namely, that the world is not able to appreciate
the good tidings, Satan having blinded their eyes, so that they
cannot see the philosophy of God’s Plan-—it does mnot seem
reasonable to them. Those in this condition are trying, as it
were, to look around a corner, instead of coming to the corner
and getting the right angle of vision. But whether people
believe it or not, we believe preaching the Gospel to he the
Lord’s work and therefore the best. This does not hinder us,
however, from having sympathy with others who are doing
what they consider to be the best work, so long as the result is
good. We should be in sympathy with cverything that is in
harmony with the truth—in sympathy with everything the in-
fluence of which is beneficial to mankind.

So then the Apostle is calling to our minds in a general
way the opportunity of doing good to all men. But some
may require assistance which we cannot give. For instance,
we could not give up preaching the Gospel and go into the
slum work, for the slum work is not preaching the Gospel. A
godly physician might, however, in connection with his prac-
tise do good, not only along lines physical and mental, but also
along spiritual lines. So we have opportunities every day with
the butcher, the baker, the ice man, ete., all of whom are fellow
creatures; for God made all mankind of one blood. As the
Apostle enjoins, we should seck to do them good, seek to make
them better, happier, more comfortable.

KIND WORDS AND SMILES POTENT FOR GOOD

It might be argued that in order to do good most widely,
one’s efforts should be associated with using money for the
purpose. It is true that money represents an aceumulation of
time. It takes time to produce money; therefore whoever gives
a dollar to any cause, gives what represents so much time;
whoever donates one thousand dollars gives that which repre-
sents so much time, for the money will purchase time, com-
forts, ete. But not many of the Lord’s people have much
money to use. And if they had much money, they would feel
that this is a talent, and that it should be used chiefly for the
household of faith, for the Lord’s brethren.

Since, then, we cannot do much in a material way for men
as we meet them in the walks of life, day by day, how can we
do them good? Ome of the casiest ways is to look happy our-
selves and thus inspire happiness in others. A person who
goes about looking miserable is not likely to make others feel
happy. But if we cannot always look very happy, let us look
as happy as we can, and thus we will he doing good to a great
many pcople whom we meet throughout the day. This we can
do even if we have no money with which to help others. Look
happy, and try thus to make them happy. And secondly, if
we have no money, we can give a kind word, a smile, a pleasant
tone, a little civility, wherever proper.

All such little courtesies of life are means of doing good,
and may bring a ray of sunshine into the lives of a great many
people, the majority of whom are unfavorably situated. The
light of the knowledge of the glory of (God does not yet shine
into their hearts. They are dark within, gloomy, foreboding,
fearful. They know not God! and what they know of their
fellow men is a knowledge of selfishness. They feel that they
must be on their guard lest every one cheat them and get the
better of them. Now, if our look, our manner, our tone, would
be helpful, comforting, assuring, to these, then we would he
doing them good—more good than if we should seatter dollar
bills all along our pathway. ‘‘Kind words shall never die’’
and the expressions that go with them are some of the ways
of doing good unto all men as we have opportunity.

We have a special work and therefore have not the oppor-
tunity to walk the streets and smile all the time. Our life-
work is for the great King. But as we go about our work, we
should drop a smile or a kind word-—something along the line
of doing ““good unto all men.’” Our work is to be especially
for the household of faith in the scuse that while we may be
doing missionary work, and going among those who are not
of the household of faith, yet our motive in doing thus is the
hope that there may he some of these who are already of the
faith household, or some who will be amenahle to the message,
and will wish to serve the Lord when they learn the way.
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And if we would desire to go good to them, how much more
would we wish to encourage those who helong to the Lord, who
have beecome members of his spiritual family!

THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH

These words—houschold of faith—are hroad enough to
include not only those who are fully in the way, but also those
who have made more or less of an approach unto the Lord and
the truth. The very faet that any one is drawing near to the
antitypical Tabernucle is a strong reason why we should wish
to encourage him to press on. He has come a part of the way,
even if he has not made a conseeration,

In a strict sense, the houschold of faith, of course, includes
only those who are conscerated. But the words of the Apostle
justity us in belicving that those who are considering the mat-
ter, counting the cost, would in a broad sense be counted as of
the household of faith. And we are to give these special assis-
tance—all in whom we see any prospect of conseeration. Our
constant desire and effort should be to point men direetly or
indirectly to the Lord. Thus we shall be showing ¢‘forth the
praises of him who hath ealled us out of darkness into his
marvelous light.”’

We are to do these things as we have opportunity.  This
would include the thought of times and seasons and ways and
means of doing good. So far as we gre concerned we arc to
““he instant in season, out of season.’’ We are not to con-
sider our own inclinations, tastes, cte., hnt we would be ohiiged
to consider the interests of others. A bhushand must specially
regard the interests of his wife, and the wife the interests of
her husband and children.

SPIRIT OF A SOUND MIND NECESSARY

We should be willing to serve anybody in any way as we
have opportunity. And if there are many opportunities for
serviee, we must choose hetween them, cxereising the spirit of
a sound mind, as to which would be the will of the Lord for
us.  The Lord’s people should so order their lives as to get
the best results—get the most good possible out of them. In
choosing a means of livelihood, it there is a choice of five
trades, onc would study as to which would be the most luera-
tive, which would be the cleanest, which the most honorable,
which require the most labor, cte. This would be from the
natural standpoint, Jut. from  the divine standpoint, the
Christian’s standpoint, the decisive question would be, In which
of these avoeations ¢an T hest serve the Lord? And this would
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mean, In which can I find the best opportunity for ecarrying
out the good intentions of my heart as to the Lord’s will re-
speeting me?

If we have made some mistake in this respect and the Lord
opens wide the door for us to enter in elsewhere, or if he
makes our present place so tight that we cannot stay there,
then let us arrange our affairs accordingly, in such a manner
that we may have the most opportunities for doing ‘¢ good unto
all, especially to the houschold of faith.”’

There are some occupations which take us away from men,
where we would have less opportunity of meeting people. No
doubt it was the Lord’s arrangement that Moses for a time
should be away off in the land of Midian keeping sheep for his
father-in-law, Jethro. But as soon as the Lord was ready, He
called Moses out and gave him a place of great opportunity
and responsibility. No doubt that work in the wilderness was
a place of great opportunity alco; and doubtless before that,
while in the schools of Igypt, he had great opportunity for
learning lessons of experience.

So the Lord’s people are to wateh for their opportunities.
And day by day they are to seck, so far as possible, to he
doing good to others, and especially to those of the Lord’s
houschold-—giving these always the preference.

The Christian is to be ready to do good to all men at the
expense of his own time and convenienee, but he is to be ready
to lay down his life for the brethren. e is to seck oppor-
tunities for laying down his life day after day, in the sense
of giving his time to the communication of the truth, or help-
ing the Lord’s brethren in any manner to put on the ‘‘whole
armor of God,”’ that they may stand in the evil day.

“‘The world would he a desolate place,
But for one here and there,
Whose heart with self hath not been filled,
Whose love for God hath not heen killed,
Whose thankful praise hath not heen stilled—
There’s one sneh here and there.

“‘But oh! the grandeur of the work,
For thi: one here and there,

To join in lifting up our race,

To wipe away of sin each trace,

To make of earth a perfect place,
Put glory everywhere!’”’

CHARACTER-LIKENESS TO THE LORD

““I pray for them that they may be one,

know that thou hast

These words, we remember, were uttered by our Lord on
the night of his hetrayal, supposedly while on the way from the
““upper room “ere the Memorial was observed to the Garden
of Gethscmane. The ones be evidently prayed for were the
twelve apostles, or rather the eleven, by this time; for in con-
junction he says, <‘T have lost none of them, save the son of
perdition.’’ But the context shows that his prayer includes
his faithful followers all the way down the age. He says,
““Neither pray I for these alone, but for all those who shall
helieve on me through their word.”” He prayed that his fol-
lowers might be one, even as he and his Father were one—the
same kind of oneness, a oneness of mind.

This text is one of the hest proofs that the Lord Jesus
and the Father are not one in person. He could not have
prayed for all of the church to be one in person. Tt is a
oneness of will, a full harmony of will, a oncness of purpose.
The Lord said, ‘‘Not my will, but thine be done.”” He thus
came into full oneness, harmony with the Father—with the
Father’s will, the Father’s plan. It is not a mutual eoncession,
where each gives up some c¢f his rights in order to become
one.

His first work for dealing with the world of mankind—
before he would become the world’s Savior and the Mediator
of the New Covenant—was the eclection of the church. This
was the work which he had now begun, and he was committing
to them the testimony. He desires that all the church have a
oneness of purpose, a oneness of will with his will. And we
can see that this eould be obtained only in the one way—
by fully surrendering our will. And this, the Scriptures de-
elare, is done by becoming dead.

TWO CAUSES OF DISSENSION
A man or woman is merely what his will is and what
that will ean make out of the body and its cirecumstances.
And so at the very beginning of our discipleship, the first
thing is to see that we are dead as respects our will, and

that they may be made perfect in one, .
. loved them as thou hast loved me.”’—John 17:9, 20-23.

that the world may

alive toward the Lord Jesus Christ. All who do this he
calls new creatures. He grants them the holy Spirit, that
the new mind, the new will, may be theirs. In proportion
as they obtain the rew mind, the new will, in that same pro-
portion will the oneness with one another exist.

That which causes dissension amongst the Lord’s people
is either a lack of loyalty or a lack of knowledge. If it is a
lack of loyalty, they will gradually drift away. The Lord
does not choose to forece any of his family. He is choosing
such as worship him in spirit and in truth, such as are in
every respect loyal. He has set aside for the purpose of
selecting this class the entire Gospel age. This work of
selecting has been in progress for nearly nineteen centuries.
And this company will be a little flock. They will, evidently,
be a very select class. They are required to walk by faith,
not by sight.

Not many have the loyalty to God and to righteousness
to walk that way and to count the world as loss and dross—
as nothing, with all its projects. As the disloyal ones leave
the ranks, more and more the loyal ones will find themselves
drawn together, and more and more of oneness will be found
among those who are faithful. This would necessarily be
true in every time and in every country. All who are thorough-
ly loyal would desire to do the Father’s will, desire to lay
down their lives in the Father’s service. And this desire
would make them one.

FRICTION MINIMIZED WITH MATURITY

The Lord speaks of their being prefected in one. As each
individual member makes progress, he becomes more worthy
to fill the place or use the opportunity provided for him. And
thus the body becomes more efficacious. But the thought
that our Lord here expresses is rather that of completeness.
He is referring to the end of the age, when the work will
be completed, perfected, when they will all be one. But the
grand consummation will be effected by something which the
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Lord will himself do. We find that, necessarily, because of
the differences of our flesh, we cannot in everything see
exactly alike. Now we can only see more or less obscurely.

At present we cannot see fully and completely. Con-
sequently there will always be more or less friction, even
amongst those who are fully consecrated to do the Father’s
will. This friction should become minimized, as we become
mature. But we cannot see eye to eye until the glorious
consummation, when we shall have experienced the resurrec-
tion change, ‘‘in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.’’
“‘Flesh and bleod eannot inherit the kingdom of God.”” We
are to have our trial in these imperfect bodies. And those who
show their loyalty in fighting against the world, the flesh and
the adversary, to the end, will be joint-heirs with Christ,
sharvers in his kingdom, executors of the divine program for
the blessing of the world of mankind.

AN ASTOUNDING STATEMENT

At the epiphania, or bright shining, of the Lord’s mani-
festation, God will have completed his present work of direct-
ing the church, and the world will be informed that they are
under a different dispensation. When the world shall have
come to understand the matter fully, they will know the truth
of our Lord’s words, in his last prayer with his disciples,
that the Father loves the chureh as he loves the Lord Jesus
Christ. This is a very astounding statement. It shows that
there is nothing selfish in our Lord. He did not say, ‘‘They
will always be inferior to me. They will never have the glory
that I shall have.’’

On the contrary, the Lord Jesus knows that the heavenly
Father will exercise his love along the lines of principle, char-
acter. And all who will be members of the same glorious
company must have the same glorious charaeter that our Lord
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had; that is to say, they must be loyal to the core. They
must have demonstrated that they loved righteousness and
hated iniquity. We read, ‘‘Thou hast loved righteousness
and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.’’
(Hebrews 1:9) So he was anointed to be the Head of the
church class. But the church class are declared in this Srip-
ture to be his associates—not of inferiority, but of common
fellowship, being on one plane. And the world will then
know that the Father loved the church as he loved Jesus. We
understand that the church will be on the same plane with
her Lord Jesus. Nevertheless, we are to keep in mind that
God ‘‘made him to be Head over all—God blessed forever!’’
The church will never be on an equality of position with
Christ.

This is very wonderful to us, that our heavenly Father
should love us as he loved Christ, that the Lord would love the
jewel, in the mire or wherever it might be found! The Lord
Jesus has been selecting these characters out of the mire of
human sin. And those who prove to be of the ‘‘more than
conqueror’’ eclass—loyal as the Lord Jesus was loyal—the
Father will love as he loved the Lord Jesus, and will glorify
them with his Son.

¢¢ “When thou passest through the waters,
I will be with thee!’

Sure and sweet and all-sufficient
Shall his presence be.

All God’s billows overflowed him
In th’ great Atoning day;

Now he only leads thee through them—
With thee all the way.’’

THE HEIGHTS AND DEPTHS OF DIVINE LAW

““Whosoever therefore shall break one of the least of these commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least
in the kingdom of heaven; but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great
in the kingdom of heaven,’’—Matthew 5:19,

There is prevalent amongst Christian people quite an
crroneous view respecting the divine law. It is generally con-
sidered that, heecause the Apostle said that we are not under
the law, but under grace, he meant that the law is done away
with., We believe that this thought is incorrect. Our Lord
said that till heaven and earth pass away, not one jot or
tittle of the law should pass away till all be fulfilled. All
written therein shall be accomplished.

The divine law has always been in existence. It was
plainly expressed in Adam; the various parts of his organism
were expressions of the divine law. The law of God was
written in his heart. He was in full harmony with the divine
mind, and therefore in full harmony with the divine law.
But when sin came in, the divine law in his being was measur-
ably obliterated. There is still some of the divine law in all
who are appreciative of right and wrong, but not sufficient to
make right living possible.

In God’s dealing with the nation of Israel he gave them a
law. This law, written in the Ten Commandments, is a brief
summary of man’s obligations—a text, as it were, from which
many lessons might be drawn. In our knowledge of the Ten
Commandments, we are still aware of what is God’s law. God
never abrogated that law. It is still in forece upon the Jews,
as also is the Law Covenant. But Gentiles never were under
the Law Covenant.

God offered the Jews everlasting life if they would keep
the law. They were bound by the law; hence the Apostle
points out that they would need first to die to the Law Cove-
nant before they could come into Christ, the Life-Giver. (Rom.
7:4) This did not mean that they must die to the Law of
God, but merely to the Law Covenant. It would mean to give
up all hope of attaining everlasting life through keeping the
Law Covenant.

The new hope into which Gentile Christians entered does
not abrogate God’s law, nor does it release them from the
obligations of his law. But God bhas made a provision that
notwithstanding our imperfeetion, our inability to keep the
law perfectly, He will accept us in Christ, our imperfections
being covered by Christ’s merit. Of these the Apostle said,
“‘The righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk,
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.”” We must necds
be perfect beings to live up to the spirit of the divine law,
it being the requirement for a perfect man,

PERFECTION THE CHRISTIAN’S STANDARD

This thought, then, is the key to our Lord’s words in

the text under consideration. He who would violate this

Law of God, and teach others to do so, cither hy cxample
or precept, should be considered as the least. And he that
would keep the law of God, and by cxample or precept help
others to keep this law, should be called greatest in the church,
the ineipient kingdom, the embryotic kingdom. Those who
would be of this kingdom class must forsake father and
mother and all things to take up their cross and follow Christ.
In other words, Christ must be first. Amongst these follow-
ers of his there would be differcneces. Some through weak-
nesses of heredity, or what not, would be less faithful-—others
would be more faithful. Those who would keep the divine
law wmost perfectly in heart and life would be most nearly
copies of God’s dear Son.

And so it is with us today. We esteem highly those most
diligent in service, those most zealous. Those who walk some-
what disorderly, who are vacillating, we esteem less. We take
notice of ignorance and weaknesses in the church. We must
sympathize with these; nevertheless, one who would not over-
come his weaknesses would not be so highly esteemed in the
kingdom eclass as one who could, and who would, walk more
closely in the Master’s footsteps. In other words, we under-
stand the Master to be tcaching that the Gospel is not out
of sympathy with the Jewish law. He said, ‘‘Be ye perfeet,
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfeet.”’ There
is no lower standard than that of perfeetion. It would not
do for the Lord to say, Be ye slightly like the Father, or,
Be ye nearly like him. }e¢ must present the perfect standard.

The Jew is striving for perfection, striving to get ever-
lasting life. The Christian is striving for perfection, and
expecting to get eternal life—mnot by perfectly keeping the
law, which he cannot do, but through the merit of Christ,
which makes up for his deficiencies—covers his blemishes.

THE OUTER SHELL OF DEEPER SENTIMENTS

The divine law is briefly summed up, not only in the Old
Testament, but also by our Lord himself in the words, ‘‘ Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.
And thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”” (Deut. 6:5;
Lev. 19:18; Matt. 22:37-39) This is still more briefly sum-
med up by the Apostle Paul: ‘‘Love is the fulfilling of the
law.”’  (Rom. 13:10) TLove to God would lead us to do all
those things which are inculeated in his Word; and love for
our neighbor would lead us to fulfill all our obligations toward
them, as inculeated.

If we come to apply the commands of the Law to our-
selves as Christians, we can easily amplify them all. For
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instance, our Lord’s definitirn of adultery is much more
searching than the statement as co: tained in the tables of the
law. The New Testament definition of murder is mueh deeper
than that commonly accepted. The Apostle John declared that
to hate a brother is murder. God could sce that there was
murder in the heart of the hater of a brother. The All-Sceing
Eye perceives if there is disloyalty present in any degree—
or anything contrary to the divine will. From this stand-
point, then, we sce that the Ten Commandments are but the
outer shell, as it were, of decper sentiments.

It was the custom of the Jews to do nothing whatsoever
on the seventh day of the week.  We presume that the
significance of this commandment is, to the new creature in
Christ, that the rest of the seventh day typifies the perfect
rest into which he has enteved through Christ.

All new creatures in Christ are to keep Sabbath every day.
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And so the Apostle says, ‘“We who have belicved do enter
into rest’’—have entered into rest. It is not that our muscles
or our brains are necessarily resting, but that we have the
rest of heart, the rest of mind, the peace of God which passcth
all understanding. It is important that we maintain this
peace at all times, and do not let anything come in which
would interfere with it and take us out of harmony with God.
If it does, we should consider that we have broken the Sabbath
command.

The new ercature could not kill.
the Sword of the Spirit. Whoever hates his brother is a
murderer. To cultivate a spirit of hatred would be a very
serious matter. One who would do so should not be con-
sidered a true brother or sister in the body of Christ, which
is the church.

It has no weapon except

EDITOR AT THE INTERNATIONAL PURITY CONGRESS

A few weeks ago, Governor Glynn, of New York, appointed
the Editor of THE WaTcH TowER o delegate to represent New
York State at the seventh International Purity Congress, to
convene in Minneapolis, Minn.,, November 7th to 12th.

We attended the Purity Congress and there met a num-
ber of noble men and women, who are fighting valiantly to
stamp out the various forms of disease and viece which are
visiting mankind with alarming rapidity.

On Sunday, November 9th, we were appointed by the
Purity Congress Arrangements Committee to speak at the
Schubert Theatre, Minneapolis, under the auspices of the local
class of the International Bible Students Association. The
house was erowded. Our topie was, ‘‘The Wages of Sin and
tho Rewards of Purity,”” from the text: ¢‘The wages of sin
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.”’—Romans 6:23.

ONLY GOD CAN GRANT THE VICTORY

Wo did not enter into statistics fo prove that sin is in
the world and manifesting itself in many forms—in political
corruption, physical corruption, or disease, moral corruption,
or impurity, and their various ramifications. We endeavored
to probe deeper, to show why human beings are born into the
world with sinful propensities or tendencies. After finding
the ecause, tho source of sin, we discussed the remedy, and
pointed out why all good people should be united in their op-
position to sin and in their endeavor to stamp it out; although
¢xperience has proved that mnone of the world’s panaceas
really cure.

Humanity must continually combat, only to find that sin,
impurity, breaks out in other places or in other forms. It is
like fighting fire or a plague. To cease fighting is to be over-
whelmed. Ilowever, in the midst of the battle for purity,
while convineed that eternal vigilance is ncecessary, and then
only partially effectual, it is interesting to know that all on
the side of purity are fighting on God’s side, and that in his
own time and way he will come to our rescue and grant a
complete victory. So complete will be the victory that there
will be no more sighing or erying or dying; no more sorrow or
pain, because there will be no more sin, no more impurity.
[Teavenly conditions will have come to earth, whiech then will
be a world-wide Paradise.—Isaiah 35.

We admitted that this view of the situation is the very
reverse of the pepular theory of Evolution. Thinking people
are more and more coming to realize that the wonderful bless-
ings of our day, material and intcllectual, do not uphold the
theory of the survival of the fittest, and of gencral progress,
physically and intellectually. The trend is downward. Imbe-
cility, insanity and moral degeneracy are on the increase,
and especially manifest in the families of the rich and the
educated. The progress of our day must be aceredited to
God, and should be considercd as making the inauguration
of the new era, Messiah’s kingdom, so long promiscd.

GOD IS NOT RESPONSIBLE

The Bible alone explains the present situation. It alone
tells us why so many go astray. Children are born with evil,
immoral instinets, against which themselves and society must
continually war. In Psalm 51:5 we read, ‘‘Behold, I was
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.’’
Here is the explanation. We inherit our tendency toward sin,
and some inherit more of it than others. Few have realized
the sacredness and responsibility of parentage. Few parents
have realized how much they have to do with the moral and
physical status of their children, not merely in the training
of them after they are born, but in the qualities which are

given to them at the time of thcir begetting and during the
period of gestation.

Let none get the thought from what we have said that
any child can be born perfect, either physically, mentally
or morally. The seeds of sin and degeneracy were im-
planted further back than our immediate parents. As physieal
likeness persists from grandparent to grandchild, so do moral
traits and tendencies, impurities of blood and of ideals. The
Bible takes us away back fo the first man and the first woman,
tells the story of their disobedience to God, and explains to
us that when Adam and Eve became sinners, they thus cut
themselves off from fellowship with God and came under the
sentence, ‘‘Dying, thou shalt die.”’’ Then started the down-
ward trend, which has been inereasing in momentum ever
since.

God created man perfect, in his own image and likeness,
the Bible assures us, and everywhere we see corroboration of
this fact. In nearly every human being a certain amount of
moral character still persists, notwithstanding the 6,000 years
since the fall. In some more and in some less the Creator’s
character likeness is observable; but all are sinners, all come
short of the glory of God—short of the divine likeness origin-
ally granted to our race. God is not responsible; for as the
Scriptures declare, all his work is perfeet. (Deuteronomy
32:4) He was fully justified in separating from himself our
disobedient first parents and sentencing them as unworthy of
his favor and everlasting life, under the decree, ‘‘Dying,
thou shalt die.”’

Ever since, the race has been under the reign of sin and
death. More and more has sin gained control. And the
natural tendency of all sin is death-ward. It has not been
improper that mankind should seek through medicine and
surgery and in every manner imaginable to relieve himself
of the burdens of sin and death. The effort has developed
noble characters in the world.

The fight against sin and death is still being prosecuted.
Nevertheless, our physicians realize that the mental and
physical ailments of the race are increasing, multiplying; and
that their study, knowledge and skill are unable to keep pace.
Our Purity Congress assures us of the same things along the
lines of immorality. We must not relax our efforts for an
instant. Every good man and every good woman should be
alert to counteract as wisely and forcefully as possible, the in-
fluence of this reign of sin and death. As we contemplate
the work which is being done in this direction, we rejoice to
sece s0 noble an army battling for the general good. We admire
all sincere laborers for reform in any direction.

IS NOT GOD INTERESTED?

As we realize our own deep interest in the welfare of hu-
manity, it would seem strange if our Almighty Creator were
not himself interested in the race which he made and which
he justly condemned to death. The Bible points out that God
still loves the world; and that he has a great plan for human
recovery from sin, sorrow and death. The perplexity of
Christians in the past has arisen from not taking a sufficiently
broad view of the divine character and plan. Onee we wondered
why God did not more particularly bless reformers and use
his power for the overthrow of the vicions and the corrupting
elements of society. But now the light of the Millennial
morning is dawning. The Bible explains why God has per-
mitted the reign of sin and death; and the understanding
of this mystery is a blessing.

The Bible teaching concerning the penalty of sin is not
what was taught us in the creeds of the dark ages. The teach-
ings of the Bible show that there is indeed a terrible penalty
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upon sin, but not the penalty of eternal torture, which we
once supposed. The wages of sin is death; and everlasting
life is a gift of God, to be bestowed only upon believers,
through Christ. Hence the wicked cannot get everlasting life.
‘“They shall perish;’’ ‘¢All the wicked will he destroy.’’
But how many are really wicked? is the question. How many
prefer sin to rightcousness? How many would rather be right
than wrong, were it not for the depraved tendeney which pre-
vails in themselves and the influence from others to which they
are susceptible?

SATAN, SIN AND DEATH TO BE OVERTHROWN

‘With considerable elaboration of Scripture we pointed out
that God loves his creatures deeply—not merely the church,
but the world. He loved mankind ‘‘while we were yet sin-
ners.”’ God is proceeding with a great plan of salvation,
which will reach every member of the race and bring to
each an opportunity of full recovery from sin and death—
either in this life or in the next. To this end Christ died for
all. Since Pentecost the work of God has been the calling,
testing, proving of a select class, a very loyal and very faith-
ful class, to be joint-heirs with Jesus in a glorious kingdom of
ngjhteousness This kingdom is to be established in the earth,
and is not only to overthrow Satan, sin and death, but to re-
storo to human perfection all who will prove WlHlng and
obedient, under the light and opportunity then to be granted.

In the meantime, the reign of sin and death has not been
valucless, It has given most instructive lessons, both to
angels and to men, respecting God’s holiness and the reason-
ableness of his requirements. It has demonstrated that all of
God’s creatures must be holy, pure, in order to enjoy his
blessings, which he provides for mno others. Those who have
some knowledge and appreciation of righteousness should be
on the alert to serve righteousness, purity, truth, in proportion
as they perceive these and see the terrible results of sin and
impurity. The whole world should know that only the earnest
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followers of Christ will gain the great prize of joint-heirship
with him in his kmgdom Nevertheless, of the whole world
it is ’t,rue that ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap.

In other words, as any serve sin, and debauch themselves
and others, they degrade themselves in proportion to their
knowledge and Wlltulness in the matter. And in proportion
as any seek to live justly, purely, soberly, in the same degree
do they benefit others, and prepare themselves for a more
favorable condition in the resurreetion. Although all fall
asleep in death, each will come forth in the great day of
resurrection, which will last a thousand years. They will
come forth in more or in less favorable conditions, with more
or with less shame and contempt, to receive few or many
stripes, or punishments, according as they kmew or did not
know the Master’s will—the way of righteousness.

URGES DILIGENCE IN BIBLE STUDY

If the Bible story were more fully understood, its reason-
ableness would appeal to larger numbers, and its influence
would be a blessing, physically, morally, in every way. Let
us be diligent in Bible study, along unsectarian lines. Getting
near to God means to come in touch with the power of God,
which gives the vietory over sin in the heart, and which will
fit and prepare true Christians for the great work of the
future when they will be heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Jesus Christ, their Lord, in that kingdom which is to bless
all mankind, and for which we pray: ‘‘Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, even as it is done in heaven.’’

In the meantime, those in preparation for the work of the
future, and co-laboring with God in the work of grace in
their own hearts at the present tiwe, should be glad to par-
ticipate according to their opportunities in all moral reforms
of the present time, or at least sympathetically to uphold the
hands of those who are engaged in these reforms; as, for
instance, the International Purity Federation.

SEED-TIME AND HARVEST

We are sowing, ever sowing,
Something good or something ill

In the lives of those around us—
We arce planting what we will.

Not a word we say falls fruifless,
Not a deed we do decays;

Fvery thought and word and action
Will be found in future days,

When perhaps the hand that sowed them
Shall itself have ceased to be;

Still the record of their being
Will live on eternally.

Grant, then, Lord of all the harvest,
That the seeds we daily sow

May refresh the hearts of others,
Spreading blessing as they grow.

May each thought and word and action
Be the growth of Christian love,

To be found in coming ages
In thy garner-house above!

Treasured there, in thine own keeping,
Just to prove our love was true;
For the motive gives the value
To the meanest thing we do.
CHARLOTTE MURRAY.

JESUS AND THE CHILDREN

JANUARY 4.—Mark 9:30-41; 10:13-16.

¢“Gird yourselves with humility, to serve one another;

for God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace

to the humble.’’—1 Peter 5:5. R. V.

The Master knew that the time of his death drew near.
He wished to break the information gently to his loving dis-
ciples. Therefore he passed hastily through Galilee, en route for
Japernaum, as stated in our lesson, rather seeking to avoid
the curious. He desired this opportunity for breaking to his
diseiples the news of his soon-to-be-completed sacrifice. While
he had previously declared that none could touch him because
his hour had not yet come, now he declared that he would
he delivered up into the hands of men, and that they would
kill him, and on the third day he would rise from the dead.

But the disciples understood not and feared to ask explana-
tion. They were only natural men; for none were begotten of
the holy Spirit until Pentecost. (John 7:39; Acts 1:8) As
Jews, they had the thought of the Messianic kingdom upper-
most in their minds. Jesus had authorized them to preach the
kingdom at hand, and had promised them a share in the king-
dom. Until now they were not ready for the further informa-
tion that the Jewish nation would fail to accept him, and that
thus the kingdom blessings would be put off for centuries.

The apostles had heard Jesus utter so many ‘‘dark say-
ings’’ and parables that they were hewildered, and wondered
what interpretation to give to these words about his death
and resurrection. But their minds naturally drifted to the
great hopes that were before them—that Jesus would soon be
the King, and they would then be in honored positions as his

associates in the kingdom. They even went beyond this, and
disputed amongst themselves as respeets the honorable posi-
tions they Wonld oceupy and as to which would be greatest—
the Lord’s prime minister. So little did they nnderstand the
great trials and disappointments which were only a few days
in advance!

Jesus gathered them about him and inquired respecting
their dispute; but they were ashamed to tell the topic. Then
he gave them advice to the effect that the sclfishly ambitious
who would be seeking honor rather than serviece would be
disappointed. In his kingdom self-seekers would have the
lowest place. As illustrating the matter he took a child and
set him in their midst and said, * Whosoever shall receive one
such little child in my name receiveth me, and whosoever
receiveth me recciveth [not me alone, but] him that sent me.’’

By this the Master sought to show his diseiples that it
was not their own greatness that was to be considered, but
God’s favor. The humblest one amongst them, if favored by
God, would have a high position. They were to have the
spirit of sympathy and of appreciastion of the divine work
of grace in each other. They were to receive each other as
representatives of Jesus; and more, as representatives of the
IFather. If they entertained such views of one another, surely
they would be kind and gentle toward all, and would seek to
be helpful-——‘in honor preferring one another.’’
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BLESSING THE CHILDREN

The second part of our lesson reecounts that the great
Teacher was a lover of children even though, so far as the
rccord shows, he did not generally give his time to them.
When fond parents brought their children, desiring him to
bless them, the disciples, feeling that the Lord’s time was too
valuable to be thus used, rehuked them. But Jesus very earn-
estly directed that the children should be allowed to come.
He took them up in his arms and put his hands upon them
and blessed them, thus cxhibiting his own sympathetic love
and humility of heart. He could preach to one Samaritan
woman by the well or take time to- fondle children, notwith-
standing the weight of the work that was upon him and the
fuet that his course was nearly finished.

But as the subject of the kingdom was uppermost in his
teachings and in the minds of his disciples, he took another
opportunity of tcaching them a lesson.  They had, perhaps,
beew feeling too sure that they would be members of the
kingdom cluss. They had not yet learncd what crucial tests
would be applied to those who would be counted worthy to sit
with the Redeemer in his Messianic throne of glory and to
participate with him in blessing all the families of the earth.
He therefore said: ¢‘Permit the little children to come unto
me, for of such is the kingdom of God.’’

We are not by these words to understand that the Master
meant that his disciples, those whom he usually addressed in
his discourses, would not be in the kingdom, and that all in the
kingdom would be little children. Quite to the contrary. Lit-
tle children will not be in the kingdom at all. Only developed,
tried, perfected characters will constitute the overcomers who
will sit with the Master in his throne.

The thought that the Lord would impress here, as else-
where cexpressed, is that even his twelve apostles would not
bo in the kingdom unless they became ehild-like, teachable,
plastie, trustful. The proper child, unspoiled by its elders, is
disposed to Lie very trustful; and, until deceived, it is disposed
to believe cvery word of the parent and to trust implicitly
to the parent’s wisdom and power. Al who become children
of God must reach this condition of heart as respeects the
heavenly Father. Whoever does not attain this condition will
not be fit for the kingdom.

Impressing his subject still further, the Great Teacher
said: ¢ Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as
a little child, shall not enter therein.”’ This expression clari-
fied the subject. The followers of Jesus are not to be little
children, but must be childlike, because only the childlike fol-
lowers will cver participate in the kingdom. The receiving
of the kingdom mentioned evidently means the receiving of
the message of the kingdom; for manifestly none can receive
a kingdom until the kingdom has come or has been offered.

Thus with the Jewish nation: The offer of the kingdom
came at the close of Jesus’ ministry, when, after the manncr
of the kings of Israel, he rode into Jerusalem upon the ass,
thus offering himself as their King. The worldly scribes and
Pharisees were too wise to receive Jesus, and plotted for his
death.  His diseiples were as trustful as little children, and
fully believed the message of God’s Word that there would be
a kingdom and the further message that Jesus was the ap-
pointed King, who in due time would take his power and reign
for the blessing of the world.

This was illustrated when Jesus sat upon the ass. The
multitude, erying ‘‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord!’’ treated him as
the King. The disciples, fully aequiesecing, as little children,
doubted nothing. On the other hand, the ‘‘wise’’ scribes and
Pharisees ecalled out that multitude must be stopped from
shouting. They should be told that Jesus was not the Mes-
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siah, that they were deccived. But Jesus merely answered
that what they witnessed had been foretold by the Prophet
Zechariah  (9:9)—that there must be a shout. And the
Lord declared that if the people did not shout the stones
would be obliged to ecry out, in order that the propheey
might be fulfilled—Luke 19:40.

It scems remarkable that, after all the Bible has said
respecting Messiah’s kingdom and the work which it is to
accomplish in the blessing of Israel and all the families of the
carth, so few seem to believe the message, so few scem to
be willing to receive it as little children. The majority to-
day, like the seribes and Pharisees of old, are too ‘‘wise’’
to believe in the possibility of the establishment of Mes
siah’s kingdom. They realize the need of the kingdom, but
they have certain theories of their own which Dblind themm to
the truth.

Some mistakenly hold that the kingdom of Christ was set
up at Pentecost and that he has been reigning cver since, con-
quering the world. Alas, how unreasonable this seems, when
we know that even under the most favorable conditions the
heathen of tbe world double every century! How strange
that some Christians have prayed so long that God’s king-
dom would come and rule the world and put down the wicked
and exalt the obedient, until finally the divine will would
be done on earth as completely as it is now done in heaven
and yet all this without really, properly believing that the
kingdom which was offered to Israel, and which they re-
fused, is evidently to be established—at the second coming
of Jesus and the resurrection change of his church!

Another large body of Christian brethren, Roman Catho-
lies, hold still a different theory; namely, that Messiah’s
thousand-year-reign began in the days of Pope Leo III, A.
D. 800; and that he has reigned in the world ever since.
This view holds that it was most necessary for Jesus to come
a second time to establish his kingdom; but that in the year
800 A. D., Jesus established his followers in kingly power,
and made the pope at Rome his representative and vice-ger-
ent. The word vice-gerent, as we all know, significs one
who reigns instead of another. The claim is that Christ has
been reigning for now eleven hundred and thirteen years,
fully and officially represented by the pope.

Neither of these views is satisfactory, and neither is Serip-
tural. Surely the conquest of the world has not been going
on for the last eleven hundred years, as we might have
hoped, if God’s time had come for Messiah to take the long-
promised kingdom. Surely what St. Paul said of his day
is true now also: ‘‘The god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them that believe not’’—‘‘the children of dis-
obedience’’—to hinder the light of the glorious Gospel of
Christ!

The glorious Gospel of Christ is: ‘I will come again,
and receive you unto myself.”’ His glorious message further
is that his church shall sit with him in his throne, a royal
priesthood; and then in his day the righteous shall flourish
and all the evil-doers shall be eut off in the second death.
Well did the Apostle warn us not to depart from ‘‘the faith
once delivered to the saints.”” Well were we told that many
would depart from that faith, giving hoed to spirits that
would lead them astray and to doctrines of demons (1 Tim-
othy 4:1), quite unlike the glorious, loving Gosepl of God's
love, and his mercy that endureth forever!

Our Golden Text assures us that the church, now being
called to sit with Christ in his throne in due time, must be
girded with humility, as servants one of another; for God
resisteth the proud and giveth grace to the humble. There-
fore only the humble will receive the great gift of the king-
dom honors and opportunities.

SEVENTY MINISTERS ORDAINED
JANUARY 11.—Luke 10:1-24.
““It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you.”’—Matthew10:20.

Ministerial ordination has for centuries heen a bone of
contention. Indirectly it has led to bloody persecutions in
the past. Thank God! those days are gone, so far as the
majority of Christians are concerned. And yet, because the
masses do not clearly understand the subjeet of ordination,
there is always danger of a recurrcnce of persecution along
this line. Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodists, Lutherans,
Episcopalians, all, have shared in these persecutions based
upon misconceptions in ministerial ordination—in times past
they persecuted each other along these lines.

The claim was that none could be a preacher or teacher
unless he had a speeial ordination; that for the unordained

to preach or teach was a rebellion against divine arrange-
ment; and that all who followed his teaching or gave him
support were heretics, and, as such, deserving of no sympa-
thy, but rather of persecution.

Ordination does not relate to a ceremony, or form, as
many suppose. It signifies an authorization, a commission
to preach. The Baptists commission those who agree with
their creed to preach it. The Presbyterians commission their
disciples, as do the Lutherans, Methodists, ete. Roman Cath-
olic and Episcopalians claim an ordination from God-—that
all their bishops are successors to the apostles and armed
with apostolic authority; hence that any not commissioned,
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or ordained, by their bishops have no right to preach, but
are heretics. From their standpoint, all other Protestants
are heretics, preaching without authority.

But the spirit of tolerance is growing; and within the
last two years Episcopalians have lifted the embargoe on
other Protestants to the extent that an Episcopal minister
may preach in the pulpit of another denomination, or a min-
ister not ordained by the Episcopalians may be permitted
to preach i their pulpits. But this is a very modern concession.

The right thought of ordination is presented in the Study
for today. Jesus had already appointed twelve to be his
speeial apostles; and now he ordained, or appointed, seventy
more, not to be apostles, but to be general ministers or
missionaries. There was no ceremony connected with their
appointment, or ordination, so far as the record shows. Jesus
simply sent them out, telling them what to say. Our Golden
Text explains the matter saying, ‘‘It is not ye that speak,
but the Spirit of your Father that speaketh in you.’’

Strictly speaking, the apostles had not yet received the
Spirit of the Father directly. The Father’s Spirit had been
imparted to the Son, and it was the Son who shared that
Spirit with those he sent out to preach in his name. The
Father did not directly recognize, authorize or ordain any to
preach the Gospel message, until Pentecost. St. Peter there
explains that the holy Spirit shed forth upon the witnessing
disciples was from the Father and by the Son.—Acts 2: 32,
33.

Elsewhere it is explained that the holy Spirit was not given
previously because Jesus had not been glorified. It was neces-
sary for Jesus to suffer, and to ascend on high and to pre-
sent his merit on behalf of his disciples, before the heavenly
Father recognized them as sons of the new order and gave
them the begetting of the holy Spirit, the unction from the
holy One, the authorization, or ordination, to be his ambas-
sadors and representatives in the world and, if faithful, by
and by to be associates with Jesus in the heavenly kingdom,
which for a thousand years is to bless the earth and roll away
the curse.

Only those whom God has ordained in the sense of giving
them the holy Spirit of sonship are in any wise commissioned,
or authorized, to preach in the Lord’s name. All the cere-
monies on earth and all the hands of all the bishops cannot
give authority to anybody to speak in the name of God. Our
Lord Jesus did not begin his ministry until he had received
God’s ordination. At the time of his consecration and bap-
tism the holy Spirit came upon him, anointing him, consecrating
him, authorizing him to preach good tidings to the meek, to
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, to comfort those
that mourn.—Isaiah 61:1, 2.

The same holy Spirit is authority for anybody who has
received it to tell all that he understands respecting the plan
of God to all who have an ear to hear—especially to the
meek, the broken-hearted, those who are feeling after God.
While the Apostle Paul intimates that the female members
of the church are not to preach publicly, this does not inter-
fere with the fact that all of them who have received the
holy Spirit have the anointing to preach and to teach according
to the limitations and opportunities of their sex. And some-
times the private teaching is equally as effective as the more
public.

The forty years which closed the Jewish age, beginning
with John the Baptist and ending A. D. 70 with the destrue-
tion of Jerusalem, was the harvest period for typieal Israel.
It witnessed the gathering into the Gospel garner of all true
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wheat and the entire setting aside of the remainder, the chaff,
in a great time of trouble, symbolically called fire. The
Lord, in Matthew 13, intimates that in the end of this Gos-
pel age there will be a similar harvest. Many believe it be-
gan in 1874 and will end in 1915.

All of the Lord’s faithful ones at the clese of the Jewish
age were to recognize the great privilege of being engaged
in the harvest work, and the same must be true now. The
Lord’s followers are compared to gentle, inoffensive lambs
and sheep, while the selfish, unregenerate world he pictures
as wolves. In the Jewish harvest he would not have them
beg their way from house to house, but inquire for the most
worthy people in every village, and, if received, remain there
until they had given their witness in that village. They
were to depend wholly upon the Lord, and to make no attempt
to provide for their needs, This was to be to them a lesson
for their future benefit. Later, Jesus sent forth his dis-
ciples, telling them to provide for their wants to the best
of their ability—implying that the first experience had been
a special omne, to give them confidence and reliance in the
divine power that they represented.

The Master’s spirit was given to them in such measure
that they were enabled to do as he did—to heal the sick, cast
out devils, etec. We are not to understand that there is such
an authorization of the Lord’s people today. Conditions
have changed. The healing of spiritual sickness, blindness
and deafness, greater works than those, is the privilege of the
Lord’s people today.

The one message of the disciples was that the kingdom
of God had come nigh. Whoever could be influenced would
be influenced by that message. God’s kingdom had been
waited for by the Israclites for many centuries. But alas,
when it was presented, only a comparatively small number
of the Jews were ready to receive it! Thereafter the king-
dom offer was taken away from them, and has since been
given throughout the whole world, gathering the elect class
from every nation to be Messiah’s Bride and Joint-heir,
through whom shortly the kingdom will be established in the
earth and its blessings be bestowed far and near upon all
of the race.

The Master referred to his preaching and mighty workd
in Capernaum, Bethsaida and Chorazin. These cities were
figuratively said to have been exalted in point of privilege;
and, as having rejected the Lord’s favors, they would be cast
down to the grave. Examples were given of Sodom and
Tyre, both of which then were in ruins—brought down to
hades, down to the dust.

Our Lord intimates, however, that the trial, or testing, or
judgment, which his preaching had given was not a finality—
there would be a future judgment or trial. According to St.
Paul the entire Millennial age is to be a thousand-year Judg-
ment day, in which the whole world is to be brought to a
knowledge of the truth, to a full opportunity of coming to
a knowledge of God. (Acts 17:31) Nevertheless, those
who heard Jesus unmoved had hardened their hearts, and
would be correspondingly disadvantaged in the Judgment day.
Jesus put the matter very strongly when he implied that it
would be tolerable for those people, but more tolerable for
Sodom, because its sin had been against less light and priv-
ilege. See also Ezekiel 16:48-63.

Concluding, the Master assured his messengers that who-
ever heard them and despised them despised Him and the
Father. This same thing is true undoubtedly of all whom
the Lord has ordained and sent forth as ministers of the
Gospel—the truly ordained.

WILL THE EARTH BE BURNED?

We are obliged to antagonize, not only the Second Adventist
views, but the teachings of all the orthodox creeds of Chris-
tendom when we declare that according to the Bible our
world is never to be burned up—except in a figurative, sym-
bolic sense. The Bible teaches that at the close of this age
a great trouble will be precipitated, which will destroy, con-
sume or figuratively burn up, present institutions—ecclesias-
tical, religious and social. The raging fire will be anarchy;
and its horrible result will be, according to the Bible, the
ashes of present institutions.

For six thousand years the world has had its ups and
downs, individually and nationally. Christianity has influ-
enced some, and churchianity has influenced more. The true
Christianity has produced the true saints, who have followed in
the Master’s footsteps and, like Him, have been treated as the
filth and offscouring of the earth—while they live—after death
to be honored as saints and heroes. Churchianity has a form
of godliness without its power. The form has in many re-

spects helped along to influence and power in the world,
leading often to the perpetration of horrible crimes in the
name of Christ and his church.

Now, as the Gospel age is closing and the Messianic age
is dawning, the lifting of the curtain of the new dispemsation
is producing wonderful results amongst men. Darkness,
ignorance, superstition, are fleeing before the light of the new
day. The world is awakening because it is morning. Human
thought is quickened; and the wonderful inventions of our
day—steam power and electricity-—are carrying the thoughts
of men to each other the world over. The printing press and
the mail are potent factors in the awakening. Knowledge is
filling the earth, as the Lord through his prophets declared
would be the case at this time. Isa.11:9; Hab. 2:14; Dan. 12:4.

But this knowledge is coming to people who at heart ave
unprepared for it. The hands of the ignorant and unlearned
are stretched forth to grasp the throttle of power—political,
social, religious and financial. Wrongs are recognized; but
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those who seek to remedy them will only make a bad matter
worse. All must yet learn that the world’s only hope is in
God’s provision—Messiah’s kingdom.

But before this lesson is learned, the spirit of diseontent
stirred up by knowledge will grasp the opportunities and
ignorantly, unintentionally, will cause the great wreck of our
present social, religious, political and financial institutions in
‘‘a time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation’’
—*¢“no, nor ever shall be again.’’—Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21.

This great cataclysm of trouble, which all intelligent people
perceive with more or less distinetness, is deseribed in the
Bible under various symbolic terms. Sometimes it is de-
seribed as a whirlwind; at other times the description is that
of a storm; again, of a great tidal wave—the sea (represent-
ing the masses) will swallow up the mountains (representing
the kingdoms). (Psalm 46:2, 3) Again it is deseribed as
a fire, which will consume the whole earth. (Zephaniah 1:18;
3:8) Yet in ecach case there is connected with the symbol
something to show that it is merely a symbol, and that the
utter destruction of humanity is not meant. As, for in-
stance, afier describing the storm, the Lord through the
Prophet declares that he will command the nations to be still
and to rccognize him as God, and that the result will be a
great calm. (Psalm 46:8-10) In the case of the fire, we
read that after it has consumed the whole earth (the social
fabrie), then the Lord will turn to the people a pure language,
a pure message, that they may all call upon the name of the
Lord to serve him with one consent.—Zephaniah 3:9.

Evidently, the fire which will consume the earth must be
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a symbolic fire of trouble, consuming the symbolic earth, or
social conditions, because the people still remain and are to
receive the Lord’s blessing. The pure message that will then
be given to the world will be in strong contrast with the con-
fused messages of the contradictory creeds which for cen-
turies have been given to the world, and which many of the
world’s thinking minds have been unable to appreciate or
receive, and which have perplexed Christian minds.

Let us, therefore, take the Word of the Lord and reject
the messages of all the creeds of Christendom. Let us mnot
for a moment think that the literal earth is to be burned up
at the second coming of Jesus; but, quite to the contrary,
Jet us believe St. Peter’s statement that at that time will
begin ‘‘the times of restitution of all things which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world
began.’’ (Acts 3:19-21) Let us remember the declaration
of Scripture that ‘“the earth abideth forever.”” (Ecclesiastes
1:4); that ‘“God himself formed the earth and made it; he hath
established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be
inhabited.’’—Isaiah 45:18.

Let us remember that the world has never yet been in-
habited. Vast territories have not yet been explored by man.
Let us remember that God’s promise respecting the earth is
that, as heaven is his throne, so ‘‘the earth is his footstool,’’
and he surely will make the place of his feet glorious.
(Isaiah 66:1; 60:13) Messiah’s kingdom will not only up-
lift humanity, but will also bring blessings of perfection to
the earth. Eden eventually will be world-wide. ‘‘The
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.”’

PROFITABLE

From A. D. 325, the date of the making of the first general
church creed, the Nicene Creed, down to the Reformation, a
period of twelve hundred years, there was no Bible study ex-
cept that which was done here and there in secret, for fear
of persecution. The theory prevailed that the bishops were
apostolic bishops, successors to the twelve apostles of the
Lamb; and that to ignore them and go back to the teachings
of the New Testament was heretical, a crime.

Following those twelve hundred years of no Bible study
came two or three hundred years in which, under compulsion,
the bishops allowed the people to have the Bible, but forbade
them to read it for themselves without the interpretations
and explanations of the supposed-to-be apostolic successors.
Thus Bible study was handicapped; for the people were given
to understand that misunderstanding of the Bible would
mean heresy, and that heresy would mean everlasting torture.

Only now are Bible students beginning to emerge from un-
der the great eclond of false doctrine which for fifteen hun-
dred years has misrepresented God and the Bible, putting
darkness for light. Only now can Bible study be prosecuted
in its true spirit, without the fear of man, which brings a
snare. Only now is there general education, which permits
of Bible study in this true sense. Only now have we the
convenient Bible, cheap and in every home. Only now have
we more leisure and opportunity for Bible study. Only now
have we good light by which to study.

But alas! now that we are ready and fully equipped for
Bible study, we are handicapped, trammeled by wrong doc-
trines which have become lodged and fastened in memory.
Some of these came from the creeds, some of them from
hymn books, some of them from preaching and some from
tracts. As a result, we are filled with misunderstandings and
inconsistencies which cause the Bible to appear to be self-
contradictory. So much is this the ecase that it is counted
a fashionable thing in our day for intelligent people to laugh
at the Bible and to deny its divine inspiration. But the Bible
is consistent with itself, and is thoroughly opposed to the
doctrines of the creeds. These faects, however, need to be
thoroughly learned before we can have full confidence in the
Bible and fully appreciate it. These blessings are the por-
tion of the Lord’s people more and more, especially during
the last thirty-five years.

THREE EXCELLENT HELPS TO BIBLE STUDY

Under all these circumstances the question of how to study
the Bible so as to get its true meaning and avoid the errors
of the past is a problem. Many Bible students believe that
God has come to the rescue of his people in a time of need
in providing helps for Bible students—the six volumes of
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES.

These volumes make no pretense of being divinely inspired
but, on the contrary, show from the Scriptures that no such
divine inspiration beyond the twelve Apostles was ever in-
tended. They show, however, that it is in full harmony with

BIBLE STUDY

the Bible to expect that, from time to time as necessity de-
manded, the Lord would raise up pastors and teachers for the
assistance of the faithful in the study of the Secriptures—
in a special manner, the guidance and blessing of the holy
Spirit, granted to all the church. It is the belief of many
pointing them to the Secriptures and suggesting interpretations
that God has used the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES in the doing
of such a teaching and pastoral work—guiding his people by
teachers who, without having plenary inspiration, would have,
which harmonize the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.

The next question is, How can these helps for Bible study
best be used by the Lord’s people? That is a question whieh,
in its last analysis, belong to the individual Bible student
or the classes of Bible students which desire to use them.
There is no divine command on the subject. Each individual
and each class is at liberty to make use of whatever will be
of assistance in the study of God’s Word. In every case,
however, it is to be remembered that no teacher, or book,
takes the place of the Bible, but merely points to and ex-
pounds it as the Word of God.

Many thousands of the Lord’s people have testified to
great blessings received from the use of these Bible keys in
their own individual private reading and study. Hundreds
of Bible students’ elasses in all parts of the world are using
them, and, they claim, vith great profit. We recommend
them to all. The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society has
issued little booklets of questions on the different volumes
of this series, and supplies them at very small cost.
These are not generally necessary for individual study, but
very helpful indeed in class study, because they pick the sub-
ject to pieces and stimulate the mind and memory in connee-
tion with the answers. The books are an assistance to the
answers, supported by the Secriptures. These are styled Be-
rean Bible Studies because it is the Bible that is being studied
—not the question books nor the books that assist in giving
the answers to the questions.

We have also suggested another style of Berean Bible
Studies, provided in the back of a specially prepared Bible
of the Common Version. These are topical studies, and a
variety of citations of Seriptures bearing upon such subjects
is furnished. These are helpful studies, but in vur judgment
not nearly so well adapted to the majority of Bible study
classes as the first named, which are supplemented by the
question books.

TWO METHODS CONTRASTED
Sometimes opponents seem to make light of these methods
of Bible study, and tell us that in their Bible classes they
take up a certain chapter in the Bible and have a general
discussion on it. Our reply is that if they have gotten knowl-
edge, light and truth in this way, it proves it to be a good
method. If they, on the contrary, obtain no satisfactory
results, but merely a wrangle and a veriety of expressions,
none of which are very satisfactory, then this would appear

not so very advantageous a course to pursue.
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