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made the service very impressive and upbuilding for the singers
and the immersed ones. That moment of witnessing will be
long remembered by all present. A love feast was arranged
for on the order held at the general conventions of the I. B.
S. A. After this all went back to their duties, filled with
the Lord’s holy Spirit. Such a wonderful blessing was real-
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ized that it would be almost impossible not to say something
about it.
Praying for further blessings on these and the saints of
God everywhere and with Christian love, I am,
Your brother in the One Hope,
W. K1l

PHOTO-DRAMA

Unexpected difficulties have from time to time arisen hinder-
ing the presentation of the drama. Perhaps the Lord’s time
for it has not yet come. The present outlook for it is not
favorable for public work hefore the first of the coming year.

‘We have on file the applications of those who desire to serve

OF CREATION

in this department of the harvest work. More applicants have
already sent in their names than we shall probably be able to
use for some time. Should more help be desired, mention of the

same will be made in these columns.

CLASS DEPOTS FOR BIBLE STUDENTS

Some of the larger classes have found it very convenient to
appoint one of their number as literature stock keeper. He is
supplied from the local Treasury a sufficiency of money for
such a stock of hooks as the class will probably use during a
month or more. This he keeps under his charge, and supplies
to anyone desiring literature at the same rate as though he
himself ordered from Brooklyn or London. He also is usually
given charge of the volunteer matter, and special free litera-
ture, dealing with interesting subjeets. From him, at meeting
times, the class can secure literature, and thus often use
much more than if they had been obliged to order from
headquarters.

We recommend the plan as having some good features, and
worthy of consideration by all classes. We advise the selec-
tion of a brother or sister for this service who has some ac-
quaintance with business, and, if possible, one who has access
to a typewriter.

Keep a fair supply on hand. Order in good time, for express
charges are much higher than freight rates—we should be eco-
nomical in the use of the Lord’s money. Supplies for ¢‘Pil-
grim Meetings’’ should be ordered at least four to six weeks in
advance, according to distance.
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THE DAWN OF

THE MORNING

‘“The night is far spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of

light.

For a long time the world had been more or less in dark-
ness, in sin, in ignorance, in superstition. By one man’s dis-
obedience sin entered the world. This darkness still continues.
‘‘Darkness covers the earth, and gross darkness the people.”’
The Bible accounts for this condition of things by explain-
ing that man by heredity is born in sin, and that additionally
Satan takes advantage of the situation, with a view to further
alicnating mankind from the great Creator, and thus, if pos-
sible, preventing any reconciliation that might ever be under-
taken.

Satan is called the prinece of darkness, and he is work-
ing in the children of disobedicnce. The children of disobe-
dience being far more numerous than the children of obedi-
enee, it follows that the present is a dark time. The Bible
tells us that God will not leave mankind always in this dark-
ness; hut that the curse shall be rolled away and all the dark-
ness shall be dissipated, and instead, shall come his blessing,
his light. The light of the knowledge of the glory of God
shall cover the earth as the waters cover the great deep. (Isa.
11:9; Hab. 2:14) Provision for this recovery was made in
the divine purpose, beforc the foundation of the world.

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

About nineteen hundred years ago God began to take steps
to bring to pass the things which he had promised. The first
step was the sending of his Son, that he might be the Re-
deemer of man. Our Lord is spoken of as being a great
Light, in the same sense that the heavenly Father is called
the Father of Lights. Jesus said, ‘‘I am the Light of the
world.”” Mankind, under the influence of Satan and their
own imperfect judgments, became twisted in their minds, and
are in a state of darkness, so that they cannot reason cor-
rectly. The majority ave not able to see the desirability of
the truth, and so they live in darkness—‘‘darkness covers the
earth.’”’

However, we have every reason to believe that there are
a choice few in the world, who love righteousness and hate
iniquity. And this class God desires to take out first. The
selection of this class has been going on throughout the Gospel
age. The majority of the world would doubtless prefer right
rather than wrong if all the conditions were favorable. If
they could be as comfortable financially, as popular socially,
etc., by serving the right as by serving the wrong, they would
much prefer to serve the right.

These are really good people. They have a preference for
the right. They are very moral, very just. And yet their
preference for the right is not so strong that they would be
willing to lay down their lives for the right. It is one thing
to say, I love the cause of God; and it is another thing to
say, I will devote my time, strength, fortune, all, to it.

But it is only the latter kind that God is calling now—

Let us walk honestly as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness.”’—Romans 13:12, 13.

those who are willing to take up the cross in the interest of
truth and righteousness. And to these God gives encourage-
ment, assuring them that he appreciates their love of righte-
ousness; and that if they persist in the course of faithfulness
they will be made associates with Christ in his kingdom. He
tells them that he is seeking just such a class. And these are
encouraged and inspired to keep on, as God sets before them
the glorious hope of the Gospel—the divine nature and glory.

RESPONSIBILITY PROPORTIONATE TO LIGHT

But all this is going on in the night time; for, although
Jesus came into the world, and is to be the Light of the
world, this Light has not yet illumined mankind, nor scattered
the darkness. The Jewish people had the light of the moon,
in the sense that the Law Covenant and its promises were like
the moon, which shines with a light reflected from the sun, a
light not its own. They had the light of the moon, if they
wished to walk in its light. But they often went from the
light of their Law and walked in the shadows. The Jews also
had stars—Abraham, David and the prophets. These were
luminaries that shed more or less light upon their pathway.

But when Jesus came, he was the great Light of the world;
i. e., he was the one chosen of God to be the Light of the
world. But Jesus as a man was not this light to all. The
light that shone from him while he was in the flesh was very
local. And even to many of those upon whom it shone, his
light was obscure, because of their ignorance, blindness. Jesus
intimated that some could see the light and others could not:
‘‘Blessed are your eyes, for they sce!’’ (Matt. 13:16) He
also intimated that some of the Jewish leaders saw to some
extent, and were responsible for what they saw.

Our Lord presented to them the true light. They had been
hoping to attain the blessing God promised in his covenant
with Abraham. They knew from the teachings of the law that
they must be holy. But they did not rcalize how high is tha
true standard. Consequently they thought they could keep
up a certain standard of outward conduct, and thus become
the seed of Abraham. And when Jesus said to them, You
are so careful to keep the letter of the law that you would
strain out a gnat from your drink, and swallow a camel, he
intimated that they were very careful about the small things,
and would let great matters, important things, pass by!

Jesus told them they would devour widows’ houses; that
is, that they would take advantage of this or that technicality
of the law to take possession of a widow’s substance. And
in thus doing, they were violating God’s law, which is a law
of justice and love and mercy. It was only the few there-
fore, who were Israelites indeed. And these would be the true
sced of Abraham—the select few of that nation.—Rom. 9:6;
Gal. 3:16, 29.

[6338]



NovEMBER 1, 1913

THE TRUE LIGHT-BEARERS

So the selection went on, and the faithful ones, having the
right spirit, the same spirit that Christ had—Ilove for justice,
love for God and God’s law—these were selected—the elect of
that people. These not being a sufficiency, God continued to
gelect others from different nations. To his disciples Jesus
said, ‘‘Let your light shine before men;’’ and again, Put
not your light under a bushel; but put it on a candlestick,
that it may be seen of others. And so all of God’s people
have been lights. Those who have the holy Spirit are the
only true light-bearers in the world. Others may have various
lights—science, geology, chemistry—but much of their light
is darkness. Our Lord, however, was referring only to the
light on God’s plan.

Some who have light on morality, say that they will not
become intoxicated, will not use profanity, ete. They may
have light in those directions, but this is not the true light.
Much of the true light has been lost on the whole world,
though they have still some of the original light remaining,
as is evidenced in man’s conseience and moral sense. Saul of
Tarsus had some of this light, and yet persecuted the church.
Conscience is not a sufficient guide. We need the light of
God’s Word.

The holy Spirit is the light of the chureh, by which we
are being specially guided into the truth. St. Peter tells us
that we have a more sure Word of prophecy, whereunto we
do well that we take heed as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place. (2 Peter 1:19) The light on the path of the
just ‘“shineth more and more unto the perfeet day.’”” We
are still in the dark place, and shall be until the darkness
gives way and the day is hcre. And so, as St. Peter says, we
have need of this Word of prophecy ‘‘until the day dawn.’’
Thus we find that one Scripture helps to elucidate another.

Apparently many of our Christian friends have the thought
that the Apostle meant that the Lord might come at any hour,
on any day. But when we come to understand the Seriptures,
and know that God has fixed times and seasons, and when
we learn more about God’s plan, we see what he has revealed
respecting the length of the night and the time for the dawn-
ing of the morning. The Apostle had sufficient knowledge
to realize that the morning was coming and that the night
would then have an cnd. He knew that Christ at his second
coming would ba the Sun of Righteousness. We also know
this. He knew that Christ would be the Light of the world.
We likewise know this; and that the glorified church will be,
with Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, which will arise with
healing in ity beams, and will enlighten the world, and lift
it up and bless it.

SIGNS OF THE DAWNING

We know something of God’s times and seasons. There
is a great difference, however, between knowing the day and
the hour and knowing the times and the seasons. You might
know that your Pastor intended to go sometime this season
to Great Britain. When the season arrives you might say,
Well, this is the season. Yes, but you would not know what
steamer he would take. You say, We know the time he will
reach London, but do not know just the day the boat sails.
And thus the Lord has guaranteed that his people shall not
be left in darkness—that we shall have light and knowledge
suflicient—that we shall not be in darkness with the world.

Just so surely as we are of the brethren, just so surely that
day will not come upon us as a thief. We shall know how
to expect it. 'We shall know about the time. Those who think
that the apostles had no knowledge of the matter have, we
think, taken a superficial view of some of the Scriptures.
Take, for example, the text under discussion. ‘‘The night is
far spent, the day is at hand.”’ They have thought this meant
that this day might dawn that very year, or the following

ear.
v ST. PAUL HAD SPECIAL INFORMATION

The Apostle evidently had no such idea; for he goes on
to explain, in one of his epistles, how that day would come,
and that there would be a time of trouble, and that the Lord
would permit a strong delusion; that the man of sin must
first be revealed. He assured the church that the day would
not come until first there was a great falling away. He
reminded them: You have been told about an evil system
arising. Know now that this day of the Lord absolutely can-
not come, until the abomination of desolation has been set
up, as noted in the prophecy of Daniel. And he warned,
“‘Let no man deceive you by any means.’’—2 Thess. 2—en-
tire chapter.

In one of his Epistles to the church at Corinth, St. Paul
said, ‘“We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.’’
(1 Cor. 15:51, 52) The early church thought that St. Paul
meant that they would not sleep. But St. Paul was referring
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to the church as a whole—instructing them that some of the
chureh would remain until the day of Christ. St. Paul and
St. Peter both intimated that they were not of those who
would remain to be changed in a moment from the earthly
body to the heavenly.

So, coming back to our text, we are to recognize that the
Apostle Paul had special information from the Lord. He tells
us 80. He says he had visions and revelations more than all
the other apostles. And he declares that the Lord revealed
to him things not proper to be uttered at that time. He must
not explain these visions; their meaning was a secret intrusted
to him, (2 Cor. 12:4) The Apostle’s mind being thus illu-
minated, he was able to write with great intelligence, clear-
ness and power, so that we, with the increasing light upon the
Holy Secriptures now due, might be able to see a depth to his
writings, and get a grasp on the truth, not otherwise pos-
sible. And we do. Nearly all of our knowledge of the dcep
things comes from St. Paul’s epistles, because he had this
light and it permeated all that he wrote. So we today are
able to explore and to understand many things which were
secrets, known only to the Apostle Paul in his day.

‘‘THE LAST DAY”’

The day spoken of in our text is the last day. Martha
said of Lazarus, ‘‘I know that he shall rise again in the
resurrection at the last day.’”’ (John 11:24) Which is the
last day? It is the great seventh day. This day will not
be a time of darkness, but a time of daylight. That being so,
the other six days represent the night of darkness and sin.
In the morning of the new day, the reign of the prinee of
darkness is to be overthrown by the Prince of Light; and thus
the day will be ushered in. From this standpoint of the six
great days of a thousand years each, we are to remember that
the apostles and the early church were living in the fifth day
—there was only one more day to intervene before the seventh
day, and then would be due the great shining forth of the
glory of the Lord. From this standpoint the Apostle’s words
are clear.

During the dark ages God’s people were permitted to have
only a measure of light, a mecasure of knowledge. Yet they
had certain great landmarks. And so when the Papacy was
developed, God’s people said, This is that man of sin—this
is that falling away, which was predicted. Thus they could
locate themselves. We see that in the dark ages there was
quite a clear understanding that the Papacy was the man of
sin. Still it was not God’s intention to gunide the church
into the fulness of truth until the due time. And we are not
claiming now that we know the day (the day in the shorter
sense) and the hour of the setting up of the kingdom. But
we are not ignorant of tlie times and seasons.

““PUT OFF THE WORKS OF DARKNESS’’

In view of this knowledge of the wonderful day about to
dawn, how shall we who are hoping to be of the kingdom class
of that day deport ourselves now? How shall we live? Ah!
says the Apostle, if we are ‘‘children of the day,’’ we are to
show it. We are God’s representatives and ambassadors. We
are to tell the people about the light and knowledge and glory
of God that is to come so soon, that will fill the whole earth,
by and by. We are to help them to contrast the present with
the glorious conditions that will then exist, so that all who
love the light may take heed to the Word of God and get
ready to be members of that kingdom class.

‘What must we do? We must put off the works of darkness,
everything that is selfish and sinful—for that which is selfish
is sinful, and that which is sinful is selfish. We are to put
these off because we belong to the new order of things. The
works of darkness would be any works whatsoever that would
not stand the fullest investigation; that would not stand ap-
proved in the light of the new dispensation, if it were fully
ushered in. Let us remember that we belong to the new dis-
pensation, and not to the old, and should, therefore, live in
accordance with our citizenship and our responsibilities toward
the Prince of Light and in opposition to the prince of dark-
ness, his works and his ways.

“PUT ON THE ARMOR OF LIGHT’’

We have enlisted with Christ, and we will fight against
the enemics of our new nature. We will be worthy children
of God and strive earnestly, that we may be associated with
the Lord in his kingdom of righteousness. And when we have
put off the darkness, what must we do? We must put on the
armor of light. What is the armor of light? It is the armor
which protects from the darts of the adversary, and includes
the helmet of salvation—the protection of our intellects
through a knowledge of the truth, from the attacks of our
great foe.

As the Apostle urges, let us ‘‘Stand therefore, having our
loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
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righteousness; and our feet shod with the preparation of the
Gospel of peace; above all taking the shield of faith, where-
with we shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”’ (Eph. 6:14-17)
This is the armor with which we are to withstand the attacks
which appcal to the evil tendencies of the fallen nature, that
we may come off ‘“more than conquerors’’ through Christ,
that we may be of that glorious band of overcomers who will
he made kings and priests of God in that glorious day—in
the dawning of the morning.

LIGHT MANIFEST IN PURITY OF INTENTION

The Apostle continues the figure of specch which refers to
the on-coming day, in contrast with the night time of sorrow,
sin and death, during which evil and sin have prevailed. The
Seriptures declare that evil-doers prefer that it be dark, in
order that their real aims and objects be not known; for they
do that in secret which they would not wish to have known
in the light and open to the public in general.

Then the Apostle discusses what should be the attitude of
the church. ‘‘Let us walk honestly, as in the day’’—honestly,
in the sense of conscientiously, openly—having nothing that
we would need to sccrete from the whole world, if they were
able to understand our motives. They would know we had
no evil purposes, but only pure, honest, good intentions. Our
Lord was the great Light of the world. But he was misun-
derstood and misrepresented. So all of his followers, in pro-
portion as they are light-bearers, will be subject to attacks
from Satan, who secks to perpetuate his hold upon mankind.

Nevertheless, whether it cost us much or little, our whole
course of life is to be honest, upright. Our lives are to be
devoted to the cause of righteousness—we are to see to it that
we do nothing contrary to the principles of righteousness.
Sincerity, honesty of purpose, should make all our life as open
as the day when cverything wicked is to be disclosed. By
showing the right and exposing the wrong dceds, thus making
known the character of these, the Lord will put men on test
as to which they love.

For those who love evil, wickedness, after they see it in
its true colors, after they see where it leads and all its con-
sequences, and shall have had full opportunity to know and to
choose between right and wrong, light and darkness—for such
God’s portion will be death—second death. The only final
reward and punishment for evil is destruction. ¢‘All the
wicked will God destroy.’’

So during the Millennial day, the day of Christ, the day
of the Lord in the largest sense, the light will prevail, and
all the hidden things of darkness will be exposed. Those
who love these things arc the ones who will suffer disadvan-
tage; while all who love the light will be blessed and will
make progress toward human perfection.

HOW TO OVERCOME FLESHLY WEAKNESSES

Those of the church—those who are hoping to be kings
and priests and to reign with Christ and to be judges of the
world-—their conduct should be as far as possible in accord
with God’s standard. Tverything should be open, honest,
subjeet to the investigation of the Lord or of anybody. In
thus living we shall be proving our faithfulness to the Lord.
We must demonstrate our loyalty to him by being willing to
suffer rehufts and adversity. We must strive most ecarnestly
to overcome our human weaknesses and imperfeetions, and thus
manifest our love for righteousness and for God. We see that
our Lord Jesus is the embodiment of these glorious principles
for which God stands; and we are to be like him, our pattern.

We are to be so in love with God’s gracious character and
God’s methods that we shall greatly prefer to be on his side,
under the hanner of light, rather than to be children of dark-
ness, whatever its present reward. So let us walk as the chil-
dren of the light—the children of the day, and thus we shall
he laying up treasures above, and shall preparc oursclves for
the glorious things which the T.ord has in regervation for
those that love him—for those who are secking to walk in the
Master’s footsteps.

“‘ITe will never fail us, he will not forsake;
His eternal Covenant he will never break;
Resting on his promise, what have we to fear?
God is all sufficient for the coming year.
Onward, then, and fear not, children of the day,
For his Word shall never, never pass away.’”’

GROSS FORMS OF RIOTING AND DRUNKENNESS
The Apostle’s use of the first person—we, our, us——in the
verses preceding our text, would seem to imdicate very clearly
that he is speaking to the church, inecluding himself. Indeed,
the introduction to the epistle shows this to be the case. St.
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Paul is here showing what should be the course of the church,
as in contrast with the attitude of the world. When he says,
‘‘Let us walk,”” he means, Let us daily progress—walk not
along the lines of rioting and drunkenness. He does not say
that the Lord’s people may not occasionally be overtaken in
a fault. But if they are thus overtaken, they are to know
that they are not then walking in the footsteps of Jesus, but
are for the time being walking in the opposite direction.

We are to remember that the churech are at this time im-
perfect, in an embryotic state—not fully developed. The new
creature has as yet no body of its own, but is merely given
possession of this earthly body, which is an ememy of God.
The new creature is obliged to use this instrumentality. As
a new creature, he will ultimately be judged, not according to
the flesh, vut according to the spirit, for the Lord will make
up for unintentional blemishes. But these bodies which have
been the instruments of sin, are to be put into the scrvice of
righteousness. All of our present experiences must be in the
flesh, because we have no other instrument of service.

Now, the Apostle says, we are to beware of rioting and
drunkenness, for all excesses are of the world. We are living
in a time when the bacchanalian orgies of the past are dis-
approved by the community in gencral. Many may continue
to practice some of these in secret, but they think that it is
not wise to let it in any way be public. And those who sym-
pathize with liquor interests, brewers, saloon-keepers, cte.,
realize that they ean no longer do as formerly—they can no
longer continue to sell liquor to a person until he has reached
the condition of beastly intoxication. All of these evils will
be banished when the new kingdom shall have sway.

THE LORD’S SPIRIT A SPIRIT OF SOBRIETY

The true Christian has the mind of the Lord, and the
Lord’s mind is thoroughly in opposition to anything in the
nature of drunkenness of any kind. The Spirit of the Lord
gives a sober mind, a thoughtful mind, a reasonable mind.
All rioting and drunkenness are the result of inebriation, be-
fuddling the mind. We are not to suppose that any new
creature would have any sympathy with anything of the kind.
The Apostle’s suggestion is not that some new creatures may
think this the proper course, but that some new creatures may
become careless in their walk. As the new creature grows
and has more experience, he should learn that the only proper
course is to avoid all places and conditions tending to excess
and to worldliness. He should study to have new entertain-
ments for his mind, study how to turn his mind in a new
direction, toward heavenly things.

While it is true that we have comparatively few of the
orgies of olden times, it is also true that the world today has
a more refined kind of rioting and drunkenness. There are
social funetions that might be called riotous, in the sense
that they are unreasonable and disorderly. We might apply
this eritieism even to nominal Christianity. There is a certain
kind of rioting mentioned in Revelation. We read that great
Babylon made drunk the inhabitants of the earth with her
wine. This might, in some cases, be a stupefaction of the
mind; in other cases, a erazed condition.

We once believed many things without any real ground
at all for believing. For example, we have believed in fire-
proof devils, eternal flames, the roasting of humanity, ete.
Now we find that we werc merely having the hobgoblins of
nightmare. God is not using his mighty power for the injury
and useless torture of his creatures. We find that we were
very seriously intoxicated with the wine of false doctrine.
We are now hecoming sober. The people are beginning to
wink and blink, and to try to overcome the cffects of the
stupefying drafts of error.

Some have gotten out of these errors. But there are some
who still have a kind of frenzy of mind, and some of these
are attacking us. They launch forth as though they would
demolish us, and they battle for the error as though it were
the truth. In their warfare they use the weapons of slander,
malice, hatred, strife, and various other works of the flesh
and of the devil. Their choice of weapons is a proof that they
are under a delusion, blinding them through false doctrine.

RELIGIOUS INTOXICATION
Sometimes there is rioting, even to the extent of hilarious
conduct in meetings. We were once present at a religious
meeting where there were all sorts of rioting, evil spirits and
lemonism. Yet the people were apparently sincere and honest.
This occurred some years ago. The preacher hammered the
pulpit, while two or three men tried to pray, ete. It was a
regular pandemonium. The young people would go there and
cat peanuts and snicker and giggle, seeming to consider the
service a kind of circus. These people were evidently ‘“drunk”’

—it was from a bad kind of ‘‘liquor,’’ too.
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This principle might apply to some of those who have
gotten free from the errors of the past. There is a spirit of
anarchy, a lack of orderly behavior with some who have come
into the truth. Sometimes it will manifest itself in one of
a Bible-Class, who will try to have his own way and to over-
ride the rest. He is simply rioting; he has not gotten rid of
the wrong spirit; he has not applied the principle of righte-
ousness—the Lord’s Spirit, the spirit of a sound mind—to his
conduet.

Then sometimes it is the leader of the class who shows a
riotous spirit. The Secriptures very clearly set forth what
would be proper in such a case. Each has a perfect right to
his own opinion on any subject, but no one has a right to
override others and try to force his opinions on them. To do
so is contrary to the Lord’s Spirit. We should not walk that
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way. We should walk prayerfully and earefully along the
lines of the Golden Rule, doing unto others as we would that
they should do unto us.

Let us walk as becometh saints, showing forth more and
more ‘‘the praises of him who hath called us out of darkness
into his marvelous Light.’’

‘‘Watchman, tell me, does the morning

Of fair Zion’s glory dawn?

Have the signs that mark its coming
Yet upon thy pathway shone?

Pilgrim, yes! arise! look ’round thee!
Light is breaking in the skies!

Gird thy bridal robes around thee;
Morning dawns! arise! arise!’’

OUR

“CUP OF BLESSING”

““The cup of blessing, for which we bless God, is it not a participation of the blood of the Anointed One?
we break, is it not a participation of the body of the Anointed One?

The loaf which
Because there is one

loaf, we, the many, are one body.”’—1 Cor. 10:16, 17.—Diaglott.

““The eup of blessing, for which we bless God,’’ is indeed
a cup of Dblessing in many respects. It represents the blessed
privilege of suffering with Christ, and the blessed things
which will come as a reward of those sufferings. The Lord
declares that the promise will have fulfilment in the kingdom,
when we shall share the kingdom joys.

The church is represented as being a part of the great
Vine which God has planted; as Jesus says, ‘‘I am the Vine,
yc are the branches.”” (John 15:5) Our Lord tells us of
the preecious fruit of this Vine, the development of which
represents the sorrowful part of our experience. There is a
sense in which the cup represents the joy which we shall have
when we shall have passed beyond the sufferings of this present
time and shall have entered into glory. (Matt. 26:29) The
expression, ‘‘for which we bless God,”’ may be understood
to mean, for which we give thanks and praise to the Lord.
Whosoever receives the cup without thankfulness of heart,
without appreciation, will not get the great reward. In order
to receive the blessing designed, we must receive the cup with
thankfulness for this great privilege of suffering with Christ.

In considering this question of the Apostle, ‘‘is it not a
participation [common union] in the blood of Christ?’’ we
should have a double thought before our minds: first, of the
literal cup to which he refers, the literal fruit of the vine,
which represents the blood of Christ; and second, the fact
that we have the privilege of partaking of his cup, the sacri-
ficial cup. We have the privilege of sharing in his death,
sharing in his sufferings. This thought is borne out in other
Seriptures—that Jesus is the Head of the chureh which is
his body, ete. He is to be the great Prophet, Priest, King,
Judge and Blesser of the world.

According to the Scriptures, the great Head was glorified,
after having endured the sufferings even unto death, after
having laid down his life for the world. And he has adopted
us as his members—members now in the flesh, to be his mem-
bers shortly in glory. We use the word members in the sense
that we speak of members of the House of Parliament. The
body of Parliament has many members, and so the body of
Christ has many members. The terms on which they may
make their calling and election sure are that they shall be-
lieve in Christ and shall give themselves to God. Then our
Lord will adopt them as his mempers, members now on earth
and afterwards members of him in glory.

‘‘DRINK YE ALL OF IT'’

On condition, then, that we drink faithfully of this cup
(Matt. 26:27), we shall make our “‘ecalling and election sure.’’
(2 Peter 1:10) The injunction, ‘‘Drink ye all of it,”’ had
a double signification: first, it must all be drunk before the
end of the Gospel age; and secondly, all who would be mem-
bers of his body must drink of it. St. Peter spoke of the
sufferings of The Christ, Hcad and body, which have now
been going on for more than eighteen centuries, and of the
glory that shall follow. (1 Peter 1:8-12; 4:1; 5:1) As soon
as the last member shall have passed into the heavenly con-
dition, all the sufferings of The Christ will be over, and none
others will have the privilege of sharing in the ‘‘sufferings of
Christ,”’ even as none others will have the privilege of shar-
ing in his glory and becoming his ‘‘bride, the Lamb’s wife.’’

It is one cup, though it contains the juice of many grapes;
and it is one loaf, though made from many grains. The
grains cannot retain their individuality and their life if they
would become bread for the world. The grapes cannot main-
tain themselves as grapes if they would constitute the life-
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giving spirit. Thus we see the beauty of the Apostle’s state-
ment that the Lord’s people are participants in the one loaf
and the one cup. There is no other way by which we may at-
tain the new nature than by accepting the Lord’s invitation
to drink his cup, and by being broken with him as members
of the one loaf; by being buried with him in baptism into his
death, and thus attaining with him a resurrection to glory,
honor and immortality, attaining unto the first resurrection.

THE CHURCH’S PART IN THE ONE LOAF

The loaf represents primarily the Lord Jesus’ body, which
is broken for us and for the world in general. In a larger
sense it ineludes all the body of Christ, all who become his
members. Thus the breaking of the loaf, the breaking of the
body, has continued for more than eighteen centuries.

We read that in the institution of the Lord’s supper Jesus
broke the loaf. As a matter of fact, he was the only one at
that time who could break the loaf. All others of mankind
were unjustified in God’s sight until Jesus by his sacrifice
and exaltation made good the deficiency of a certain class. So
Jesus was the first to break the loaf. Today, as the un-
leavened bread at the Memorial season is passed to each of
us, and as each takes a portion of it, he breaks it for him-
self.

The fact that our Lord first broke the bread does not
mean that we should not have our individual part. We recall
that the heavenly Father had to do with the breaking of our
Lord’s body. As it is written, ‘‘It pleased Jehovah to bruise
him; He hath put him to grief.”’ (Isa. 53:10) This was
not done against our Lord’s will. While the heavenly Father
had to do with his breaking, so, in harmony with the divine
arrangement, the breaking of our share of the loaf.

The Apostle’s statement in the succeeding chapter, ‘‘Ye
do show forth the Lord’s death,’”’ applies exelusively to the
death of Jesus. The setting of the words indicates that it
is the Lord Jesus personally who is mentioned: ¢‘As often
as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do show forth
the Lord’s death till he come.”” (V. 26) ‘‘He is thy Lord,
and worship thou him.’” (Psa. 45:11) The church is never
spoken of as the Lord.

Furthermore, we are to remember that Jesus said, ¢‘This
do in remembrance of me.”’ (Luke 22:19) He did not say,
This do in remembrance of yourselves—in remembrance of
your own share in the sacrifice. We are to be dead with him.
We remember that we must share with him in the sufferings
of this present time if we would share in the glories to fol-
low. The Father gave him to be the head— ‘God blessed
forever.”’—Heb. 3:1; Rom. 8:17, 18; 9:5.

THE LIFE IS IN THE BLOOD

The Secriptures say that the life is in the blood. (Lev.
17:11) In harmony with that statement, the Jews were bid-
den to always refrain from eating the blood. The animals
must be bled before they were permitted to eat the flesh.
Nor was any stranger sojourning with them to eat any blood.
(Lev. 17:10-14) In this way, God would seem to say that
life is a very sacred thing. This life principle that he gave
to man, seems to reside in the blood. As long as the blood
is passing through the organs of circulation, there is life;
but when the blood is shed, the being dies.

When our Lord laid down his earthly life, he did not re-
tain a right to that earthly life in the sense of using it for
himself. He tells us in the parable that all who would gain
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‘‘the pearl of great price’’ (Matt. 13:45, 46), must sell all
that they have; that is, all that they enjoy of earthly life or
privileges. Our Lord had a perfect earthly life. He gave up
that life. ‘‘He poured out his soul [life] unto death.’” (Isa.
53:12.) On what basis? On exactly the same basis he has
put before us; if we would live, we must die; if we would
reign, we must suffer; we must he dead with him. (2 Tim.
2:11, 12) So we who follow in his steps do the same that
he did.

If we, as his diseciples, lay down our life for the brethren,
we are doing what Jesus did. This is all to be applied for
the world. He took that earthly life, not to keep it, but to
tarn it over, eventually, to all mankind. The right to human
life is still in his control, He is the One who, as the great
Mediator, will give to the world the life he poured out.

He now imputes his merit to the church, that we may
share with him in his suffering and in his glorious kingdom,
on the spirit plane. This cup, then, represents the full re-
nunciation of earthly life and of all claim thereto. Our Lord’s
earthly life was not forfeited, but mecrely laid down. (John
10:17, 18) The intention in laying it down was to abandon
it, personally, forever, that humanity might get it. He has
not yet accomplished this, in the sense of turning life over
to them, but he gave up his life with that purpose in view.

UNFORFEITED EARTHLY LIFE-RIGHT

Our Lord undertook to accomplish the divine will in the
redemption of the world, and he has proceeded in the accom-
plishment of it, but has not yet completed the purpose. He
laid down his life, but did not forfeit it. When he was raised
from the dead he still had a right to that earthly life, with
the understanding, however, that he was not to use it for him-
self, but that he would give that life to all the world who were
willing to receive it, assigning it to them at the end of his
reign of a thousand years, during which his church will reign
with him.
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So then, his life was not taken from him; for his life
could be taken from him only by his disobedience. (Lev.
18:5; Ezek. 20:11; Luke 10:28; Rom. 10:5) He laid it down
voluntarily, in harmony with the divine will. He laid it down
that it might become an asset in the hands of divine justice,
so that when the time should come he might use that asset
for mankind.—John 6:51.

In the beginning it was the divine purpose that our Lord’s
human life should be laid down forever, that he should not
take it again. He consecrated his life at Jordan and finished
the sacrifice at Calvary. Throughout the Gospel age he has
been sacrificing his mystical body. Just as soon as he shall
have finished the sacrificing of all these body members, then
their life-right, which belongs to the great High Priest, will
be used for the purchase, the redemption, of the world, by
the sealing of the New Covenant. Immediately after this, his
kingdom will be established. This further application of his
merit, his life-right, which will not be made until the whole
church has passed beyond the veil, is symbolized by the sprink-
ling of the Mercy Seat with the blood of the goat. The blood
of our Lord and the blood of his body, is all one blood. It is
one Priest of many members. It is one atonement for all—
for the sins of the whole world.—1 John 2:2.

The blood represents not only the death of Christ, but also
the death of all the members of his body, to whom merit is
imputed. This the Apostle expresses in the same connection,
saying, ‘‘The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the
communion [common union, or participation] of the blood of
Christ? The bread [loaf] which we break, is it not the com-
munion [ecommon union, participation] of the body of
Christ?’’ that is to say, a union in common with him, a part-
nership, as represented in the cup and in the bread [loaf].
The whole matter has its origin in him. But we are celebrat-
ing also our own individual share as members of the church
in the sacrifice of the flesh, in our participation in the suffer-
ings of Christ.

SIGNIFICANCE. OF EATING

OUR LORD’'S FLESH AND

OF DRINKING HIS BLOOD

‘‘Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.’’—John 6:53.

In this chapter the Lord is addressing the Jews, who be-
lieved not on him, but murmured because he told them he was
the true Bread from heaven. His expression, ‘‘eat the flesh
and drink the blood,”” had a deep spiritual significance which
none but Israelites indeed could receive. And this is still true
today. The world, when dealt with in the next age, by Jesus,
will indeed have the opportunity to eat of his flesh—to ap-
propriate the merits of his sacrifice; but they will have no
opportunity of sharing in his cup—of drinking his blood.
Symbolically, the cup signifies the saecrificed life. The world
will have no share in the sufferings of Christ, represented in
the cup.

Our Lord’s words imply, If you aceept my proposition of
the Gospel age, you may have life, and have it more abundant-
ly than man has ever had it or could have it. You may have
inherent life—*‘life in you.’’

THE TWO SALVATIONS PICTURED

There is a difference, we believe, maintained in the Secrip-
tures between the bread, which symbolizes the Lord’s flesh,
and the wine, which symbolizes his blood. The church, in or-
der to be accepted of the Lord as members of his glorified
body, must share in hoth of these by participation. The loaf,
as the Apostle explains, not only represents to us our Lord,
as the Bread of Life necessary for us, but it also represents
us as his members to be broken as our Lord was broken; and
the wine represents not only our Lord’s blood, but also the
blood of the churech—that we are sharers with him in his sae-
rificial sufferings.—1 Cor. 10:16, 17.

The privilege of sharing our Lord’s cup is not for the
world. They will not share in the sufferings of Christ, hecause
all opportunity to share in his sufferings and glory will have
ended when the church is glorified. The Lord said, ‘‘Drink
ye all of it’ —drink it all. There will be none for the world
to drink. And we who are of the church class ‘“fill up that
which is [left] behind of the afflictions of Christ.’’—Col. 1:24.

‘‘The flesh of the Son of Man’’ represents restitution to
human privileges, i. e., the means to its attainment, and re-
stores to man the life which he had forfeited—the life lost
in Adam—human life, earthly life. It will be the gift of
God through Christ. But the supplying of this Bread will
not be sufficient. The world will need to eat of the Bread
and to have the assistance the Lord will give them through
his kingdom. Jesus said (V. 51), ‘I am the living Bread

which came down from heaven; if any man eat of this Bread,
he shall live fotever.”’

From one viewpoint the world may be spoken of as not
dead. They have lost their right to life, but God has made
arrangements through Jesus hy which that life will be re-
stored. It was lost in Adam, but will be restored through
Christ, the second Adam. During these six thousand years
the world has been in a starved and fallen condition. But
God has provided this Bread and it will he for them in the
Millennial age.

It is not shown symbolically anywhere in the Seriptures
that the world will partake of the blood, and thus participate
in the sufferings of Christ. Only a few are represented as
partaking of the blood. This is shown in Leviticus 16. The
blood sprinkled the second time on the Mercy-Secat is for all
the people, thus satisfying justice. This represented the re-
lease of all humanity from the sentence of death, giving all
an opportunity to eat of the Bread and not die.

In another picture, we find the blood used representing
man’s acceptance of the divine arrangement. In the sealing
of the Law Covenant, which is a type of the New Covenant,
Moses first sprinkled the books of the Law, representing the
satisfaction of justice. Then with the same blood he after-
wards sprinkled all the people. (Heb. 9:19; Exod. 24:8)
The sprinkling of the books of the law required only a few
seconds; but the sprinkling of the people required a long
time.

At the beginning of the Millennial age—as soon as the
chureh is joined to her Head beyond the veil—the blood will
be sprinkled to satisfy justice for the world. Then, as the
Mediator, Christ will proceed to do a work for all who will
reccive it. And that work is symbolically represented as
sprinkling the people with the blood. In other words, every
member of the race will be privileged to come into Covenant
relationship with God through the Mediator, by acecpting the
terms which he will hold forth during the Millennial reign.

MOST VALUABLE FOOD AND DRINK KNOWN
If they meet the requirements during Messiah’s reign, hy
the close of that period they will be perfeet; and he will
present them before the Father, and all will be received into
full covenant relationship with him, who endure faithfully
the test then applied.
In our context (V. 54), we read, ‘*Whoso eateth my flesh,
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and drinketh my blood, hath eternal Ilife.”’ Our Lord’s
statements in many instances are made so broad that they
cover, not only the little flock, but the great company as well,
and therein show great wisdom. In this verse the Lord does
not say, ‘‘hath eternal life’’ in him; for of those who now
make a covenant of sacrifice, and become sharers of the cup
as well as of the bread, there are some who will not attain
to inherence of life—immortality—but who will come through
great tribulations and attain life on a lower spirit plane.
They will not have inherent life, though it will be everlasting
life. Those who attain immortality will have eternal life, on
the highest plane. Those of the great company will have
eternal life, but not immortality—not life in themselves.

When our Lord said, ‘‘For my flesh is meat indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed’’ (V. 55), we understand him to
mean that this is the most valuable food and drink ever known.
No other bread has such value, and no other drink could be
so precious as this, by the partaking of which one may at-
tain to glory, honor and immortality—the divine nature, life
in itself.

The Bread from heaven was our Lord’s flesh, which he
was to give for the life of the world. And Jesus explaing this
to be what was typified by the manna that fell in the wilder-
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ness. He said, ‘‘Your fathers did eat manna [in the wilder-
ness], and are dead. He that eateth of this Bread shall live
forever.”” He also said (John 12:24), ‘‘Exzept a corn of
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if
it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.”” And he did fall into
the earth and die. And we become sharers with him in his
death. We participate in his sufferings and death, which the
world will never do. They share in its outcome.

All the work of this Gospel age, is the getting ready of
the food for the world, and of the blood which will be sprinkled
upon them. But the message of our Lord in our text was not
intended for the world. As he tells us, ‘‘Unto you it is given
to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven.’’

It is only a special class who could know anything about
the mystery of God all through these nineteen hundred years
—the two millenniums. These things have been hidden from
the world in general. But now we believe that the time is
here when they are to be given to the world, making the world
conscious of the blessing that God has in store for them soon.
The Secriptures tell us that the mystery will be unfolded during
the sounding of the seventh trumpet—which is now sounding.
This making of these truths known, therefore, would seem
to be the showering of the manna.

THE FALL OF JERICHO

DECEMBER 7.—Joshua 6:8-11; 14-20.
¢¢All things are possible to him that believeth.”’—Mark 9:23,

Jericho was a walled city situated about five miles from
the Jordan. It was small, as cities are now estimated; but
its wall was a necessity, owing to frequent incursions from
Syria on the one side, and Egypt on the other; and because
it was situated on one of the main lines of travel leading to a
mountain pass. It is deseribed as having been very rich, not
only in precious metals, but also in expensive fabries, cloth-
ing, ete.

The Lord’s deecree in respeect to Jericho and all the other
cities of Canaan was that they were devoted—cherem. The
Israclites were not led into Canaan to do a pillaging work.
They were to be the executioners of the divine decree against
the people of Canaan, who were divided up into little princi-
palities, cach city constituting the center of a principality. Ac-
cording to history, they were continually at war with each
other, and atrociously corrupt, after the manner of the Sodom-
ites. They were to be destroyed as no longer advantageous
in the conditions in which they were living, either to them-
selves or others. God took them away as he saw good.

In the great prison-house of Sheol, the tomb, they would
wait for the more favorable time of Messiah’s kingdom and
the release and assistance out of degradation and death prom-
ised to all mankind through Abraham’s seed: ‘‘In thy seed
ghall all the families of the earth be blessed.’’

The Israelites, as executioners of the divine decrees, were
to destroy the cities of Canaan and all their inhabitants, their
animals and all their property. The exceptions were the things
of metal; and these were not to be appropriated by the Israel-
ites to their own use, but were consecrated in advance to the
Lord for the furnishment and adornment of the Tabernacle and
the Temple.

‘‘CAPTAIN OF THE LORD’S HOST’’

After crossing Jordan, the Israelites encamped about mid-
way between the river and Jericho, the latter city having shut
up its gates tightly, expecting to endure a long siege. Joshua
was aware that the first place of attack was Jericho, but evi-
dently was not aware of the character of the siege and of the
way in which it would be overthrown. While reconnoitering in
the vicinity of Jericho, he came upon an armed soldier, and at
once inquired whether he was a friend or a foe to Israel. The
answer was that he was the Captain of the Lord’s host. One
of the angels had been commissioned to materialize—to appear
as a human bheing and to wear hnman garments and armor—for
the purpose of communicating the divine plans to Joshua.

We are to remember that the Bible relates frequent mani-
festations of this kind—spirit beings hiding their personality
while assuming human bodies, human clothing, etc., in which
they ate, talked, cte., as men. We remember that it was after
this same manner that the Lord Jesus after his resurrection
appeared to his disciples in various forms, sometimes similar
to his crucified body, but morc often otherwise—as the gar-
dener, a way-farer, ete. Similarly, three spirit beings appeared
to Abraham on one occasion—not only in human bodics, but
wearing human apparel. And they ate and talked with Abra-
ham (Genesis 18:8, 9), and he knew not that they were angels
until subsequently they revealed their identity.

Through this heavenly messenger the divine plan for the
capturo of Jericho was revealed to Joshua. He immediately
put it into execution. Every day there was a solemn proces-
sion around the doomed ecity. First went a military escort
from the various tribes. Next followed a company of priests
blowing rams’ horns, making shrill noises. Then came a
further procession—a rear guard—presumably warriors. In
harmony with explicit directions not a voice was raised, not
a threat nor shout. Everything connected with the matter
was most solemn and funereal, except the blowing on the
rams’ horns, which were the same as were used in announec-
ing each new year, but espeeially and peculiarly used in the
Jubilee year.

These solemn funereal processions encompassed Jericho once
every day for six days. Then on the seventh day they went
about the city seven times, the last time vociferously shouting
—the seven priests blowing upon the rams’ horns. When
they had made the seventh circle of the city they stopped
in front of it, still blowing; and forthwith the wall of the
city crumbled and fell. The translation of our Common
Version, ‘‘down flat,”’ seems too strong a statement to rep-
resent properly the original. The walls of the city erumbled
and fell immediately in front of the ark. But not all the
wall fell; for the account tells that the portion of the wall
where Rahab’s house was bulit did not fall. (Cf. Joshua
2:15-19.) The wall fell to such a degree that Israel’s soldiers
were able easily and quickly to surmount it and accomplish
the work of destruction which the Lord had commmanded.

Is it suggested that such an event would be preposterous?
If so, we reply that everything in the divine purpose can
easily enough be accomplished under the divine supervision.
Quite probably the tremor of an earthquuake, under divine
direction caused the fall of Jericho’s wall in front of the
Israelites. When we consider all the circumstances as related
in the Bible, it does not seem at all impossible that God
thus intervened for the carrying out of his own purposes.

Prof. Wright declares, ‘‘The ‘mediate’ cause of the fall
of the wall was some subterrancan earthquake, which shook
down the walls of the part of the city where the men were
standing, or undermined them so that they sank. This is
easily possible in that region of earthquakes.”’ Prof. Law-
son describes similar results from carthquakes near San Fran-
cisco, saying, ‘¢ The earth waves which passed through the highly
elastic rocks swiftly with a small amplitude scem in this
material to have becn transformed into slow undulations of
great amplitude which were excessively destruetive.”’

Prof. Wright adds, ‘‘ All the chimneys of the place [Oak-
land] werc thrown down, and the bricks were scattered around
over the yard as grains of wheat would be when falling from
the hands of the sower. The record is that at the appointed
time the walls [of Jericho] fell; and we are free to believe
that the catastrophe was connected with an earthquake, which
was made to synchronize with the final blasts of the rams’
horns. In the light of history and geological conditions of
this region, the story bears every mark of being a genuine
and authentic account of an event so remarkable that it could
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not have been modified by tradition without rendering it
fantastic and ineredible, To the geologist who believes in God,
it is perfectly reasonable. To the textual critie, the free-
dom from fantastic comment marks it as having been un-
adorned by tradition.”’

There scems to be a typical significance connected with
the capture of Jericho. In a sense it is made to represent
all the cities of Canaan as their ecapital. The six days of
the quiet marching around the city, with nothing accomp-
lished except the witnessing, represents the six great days
of the larger week—each day a thousand years long. During
the world’s history, sin has been entrenched and impregnable.
The Lord’s people have merely given witness against it—
blowing the trumpets—giving forth the Bible message that
ultimately sin shall be destroyed—“All the wicked will God
destroy.’?  They shall perish ‘‘like natural brute beasts.’’
““They shall be punished with everlasting destruction’’—¢the
sccond death.”’—Psalm 145:20; 2 Peter 2:12; 2 Thessalo-
nians 1:9; Revelation 20:14.

But little has resulted from all the witnessing. We are
waiting for the great scventh day—the thousand years of
Messiah’s Reign. In it the citadel of evil will be surrounded
seven times, or completely. The shout of vietory will go
up; and the strong walls of sin and error, of Satan’s false-
hood, of human deception, will fall. Satan shall be bound
a thousand yeirs, to deceive the world no more, and every
evil thing and principle and all who love sin will be forever
destroyed in the second death. Thus will be ushered in the
glorious epoch for which we so long have waited and prayed,
in which there shall be no more curse, no more sighing, ery-
ing or dying.

That vietory will be under the guidance and direction
of Immanuel, the Captain of the Lord’s host, the Captain
of our salvation. Christ and the church will then be heyond
the veil in the glory of the kingdom on the spirit plane;
but there will be representatives of the kingdom on the earthly
plane, though their rule and direction will be under the guid-
ance and instruetion of the spiritual ones—of the glorified.
The Scriptures are very clear in their indication that none
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will belong to the heavenly company in the resurrection except
such as have bheen hegotten of the holy Spirit during this
Gospel age—heginning with Pentecost.

The glorious characters who preceded Jesus and the church,
like John the Baptist, may be friends of the Bridegroom
and friends of the bride class, but themselves belong to an-
other class. Since no one was begotten of the holy Spirit
before the Saecrifice of Calvary, none could possibly be born
of the Spirit previously. St. Paul declares that glorious bless-
ings are coming for all those mnoble characters of the past,
such as Moses and others whom he enumerates in Hebrews
11. He concludes the story of their life and blessing hy
assuring the church that these ancient worthies apart from us
(the church) shall not be made perfect. God has provided
some better thing for us (the church). Our better portion
is the attainment of the spirit nature, far above angels,
sharers with our Redeemer in his glory and immortality.

The reward of the ancient worthies, however, will be
glorious. Brought back from the tomb perfeet as human
beings, they will be grand ensamples to the world of what
Restitution will mean to all who will come into harmony with
Messiah’s kingdom. And their portion and honor will be
to represent that kingdom as prineces or rulers in all the
carth.—Psalm 45:16.

How munificent are the divine arrangements! Our great
Creator is the Fountain of blessings, pouring out his mercies
and favors on every hand. Our Lord Jesus, the great
Captain of our salvation, who manifested his loyalty to the
Father even unto the death of the cross, has already attained
the highest position, next to Jehovah. The faithful chureh,
walking in the foosteps of the Redeemer in the narrow way
of self-sacrifice, will be next to him in his glory and kingdom.
Then, on every man in his own order, the divine Dhlessings
will shower for a thousand years, to the uplifting of all out
of sin and degradation back to the perfeetion of Adam in
his Edenic home. The result will be ‘‘glory to God in the
highest, on earth peace, good will amongst men’’; for all
contrary-minded shall be destroyed from amongst the people
in the second death.—Aects 3:23.

MAMMON

THE PRINCIPLE OF SELFISHNESS

‘‘No man can serve two masters.”’—Matt. 6:24.

A man may endeavor to serve two masters, or more, but
no one can bhe a satisfactory servant to more than one master.
No two interests are so completely one that the service of
either would not more or less detract from the service of
the other. The Lord explained this matter in his Sermon
on the Mount. He tells us that one of the masters to whom
he refers in our text is God, thc heavenly Father, and the
other is mammon-—selfishness and sin, together with all that
is connceted with unrighteousness—everything contrary to God
and his righteousness,

As a matter of faet, we are born in slavery to sin. The
Seriptures inform us that we are sold into this slavery by
the disobedience of our first parents. Sin, therefore, has a
hold upon the entire world of mankind. They are all slaves.
It is impossible for them to deliver themselves from the
thraldom of this slavery! for it is everywhere—the world
around.

Some are loyal to the interests of evil; but the great
majority are at heart disloyal to mammon, realizing that in
serving self they are opposing God. But at the same time,
those who serve mammon, selfishness, get the best in the
political sphere, the best in the ecclesiastical sphere, the best
in the social sphere, and the best in the financial sphere.
Selfishness succeeds at the present time. All human arrange-
ments are along the lines of sclfishness. Whoever, then, works
along these lines serves himself better than if he were not
selfish. Otherwise he would have his fellow-creatures in op-
position to him, misunderstanding him, ete.

But Jesus inaugurated a new order of things. He declared
that God is ready to receive back to himself those who for-
sake sin and belicve on him. He tells them that he will
redeem them; and that as many as will aceept his gracious
arrangement will be set free. ‘‘If the Son shall make you
free, ye shall be free indeed.’”’

SELFISHNESS CHARACTERISTIC OF SATAN

Most people have selfishness so ingrained in their own
natures and so mixed up in all with which they have to do,
socially and otherwise, that to the majority of those who
heard our Lord the message seemed foolish. It was foolish-
ness to them that our Lord should lose his life, that he should
waste his life, and aecomplish nothing. Consequently they

thought it a waste of cnergy for any to hecome his com-
panions, and they continued to serve mammon, not knowing
that they were serving the devil.

The mammon principle, the selfish prineiple, is of Satan.
But he carefully hides his cloven foot, and makes himself
to appear as an angel of light. When he is inviting people
to take his way, the way of selfishness, he is at the same time
misrepresenting God. And all those who take our Lord’s
way are held up to ridicule; for the prince of this world
has much power. Those who serve him cannot see that any
other way would be reasonable or proper. Hence the differ-
ence between the children of light and the children of darkness.

Satan sets himself up as an angel of light; but his servants
cannot see this, and thus he has them continually at a dis-
advantage. He says, ‘‘You nced not serve mammon; but
be moderate in your course. Serve the present things. Do
a little on this side and a little on that.”” And they say,
“‘We will really in our hearts serve God; but outwardly we
must serve mammon. Otherwise we shall have trouble in con-
tinuing to be worldly-wise if the world sees that we are serving
God.”” Many have attempted this double course. This prin-
ciple has been manifested all through the Gospel age. If
there had been no cause for Jesus to use these words, we
may be sure he would not have used them. Jesus is here
telling us that we cannot be faithful and aceepted servants
to the world if we would be loyal to God; and we cannot
be satisfactory to God if we give our hearts to mammon.

The majority of Christian people are in this attitude
today. They try to serve God; and yet they try to be worldly-
wise, and to shape their conduct and their affairs of the
present life in harmony with the present order of mammon.
The Lord would have them know that it is impossible to
serve God and mammon. He has promised to pay wages to
those who serve him., They must kpow that there can bhe
no middle course, so far as God is concerned. Mammon might
be willing to give a partial reward for partial service. DBut
so far Jesus is concerned, our service must be undivided.

Whomsoever the Son makes free will he free indeed. In
the world they will have tribulation. But they will have the
peace which passes all understanding. Others cannot ap-
preciate their blessings, their real condition. If any one should
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try to serve two masters, his heart would go out to the one
or the other; for he would more and more detest his condition.
If he were liberated by the Son, and fully enlisted in his
service, he would come more and more into sympathy with
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the divine arrangement, with the justice, wisdom and love
exercised by the heavenly Father in his gracious plan; and the
appreciation of this wonld more and more fill him, so that
he would have no time for worldly things.

HOW ISRAEL CROSSED JORDAN

NOVEMBER 30.—Joshua 3:7-17.
¢‘Tear thou not; for I am with thee.”’—Isaiah 41:10.

Under divine direction, the hosts of Israel removed from
the high bench of the Jordan Valley down to the river three
days in advance of the time appointed for the crossing. The
Jordan River, as usual at this season, was overflowing its
banks. Ordinarily about ninety feet wide, it is supposed to
have been about five hundred feet wide at this time.

The Canaanites in general and the people of Jericho in
particular, although expeeting an invasion, would not expect
it at a time when the river was impassable and when bridges
were little known. The Israclites, too, must have had various
opportunities for exercising faith or doubt in respect to soon
entering Canaan. The fact that nothing is mentioned respect-
ing doubts or fears or murmurings implies that their experi-
ences in the wilderness had taught them valuable lessons of
faith in God and trust in divine appointments.

The crossing day came, and Joshua, by divine instruction,
directed the pricsts to bear the ark and to go before the people,
procceding to the brink of the river until their feet were in
the water. As their feet touched the water, it began to recede
and they to advance, until finally they stood in the middle of
the stony hed of the Jordan, still bearing the ark of the cove-
nant, which represented the divine promise under which they
had left Egypt and were hoping for grand results.

The Losts of Israel, lining the hanks of the Jordan for miles,
cros<e¢«l over from Moah to Canaan. Thus the crossing was
entirely aeccomplished. Twelve large stones, representing the
twelve tribes, were taken from the bed of the Jordan and piled
on the shore as a monument or memorial of God’s aid, while
twelve stones from the shore were placed in the bed of the river
as a similar memorial. TFinally the priests followed the people
to the Canaan shore, and shortly thereafter the waters began
to return to the river hed, as before.

HOW THE MIRACLE WAS DONE

ho fact that we may now know with considerable certainty
just how this miraele was performed should not in the least
detract from its value. With God nothing would be a miracle,
since he of his own power is able to accomplish his will in every
respect.  Many things are miracles simply beeause we do not
understand the divine processes. We are miracles ourselves,
fearfully and wonderfully made. The growth of the plant, the
flower, or cven a bhlade of grass, is a miracle to us—something
wholly beyond our power, and in a general way considerably
heyond our comprchension as a process.

The account tells plainly that the heaping up of the waters
was in the dircetion of Adam. This place has heen located with
considerable certainty by Prof. Wright as situated seventeen
miles ahove Jericho, on the Jordan. The waters hecame in a
heap, a lake, the Professor assures us. by reason of a land-slide
which choked the narrow passage in the river, where there were
steep hanks. The character of the soil in that vieinity would
he favorable to the blocking of the narrow channel of the Jor-
dan there by the slipping of the hillsides. Indeed, history tells
us that a similar slide took place in the same vieinity in A. D.
1267, damming up the Jordan for several hours and leaving the
hed of the river helow quite dry, the waters draining off to the
Dead Sea.

Prof. Wright says, ‘“So striking is this eonformity of the
facts to the conditions indicated by the Biblical aceount, that
geologists ean find but little difficulty in helieving the written
reeord. At the same time the written record is so precise itself,
and so tree from fantastie elements that the literary eritic can-
not well consider it as anything but the original, unvarnished
tale of an eyewitness.’’

The marvel of the story is that the divine marching orders
were so timed as to suit the circumstances and conditions
exactly.

THE LESSON WAS IMPRESSED

The memorinl stones were to hear witness to future genera-
tions of this great act of divine providence on hehalf of TIsrael.
Joshua admonistied, ““When vour echildren shall ask their
fathers in time to come, saying, What mean these stones? then
ye shall Tet your children know, saying. Tsrael came over this
Jordan on dry land. For the Lord vour God dried up the
waters of Jordan from before you, until ye were passed over,
as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up

from before us, until we were gone over: that all the people
of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is
mighty; that ye might fear the Lord forever.’’—Joshua 4:21-
24,

ENTERING INTO CANAAN REST

St. Paul, in Hebrews 4:5-8, gives us the suggestion that
Israel’s entrance of Canaan under the leadership of Joshua
typified the entrance of the church into the rest of faith and
special privilege under the leadership of the antitypical Joshua,
Jesus. The Israelites had rest from their wilderness journey-
ings. It was a wonderful change for them, a blessed change,
yet it was not the full realization of all that God had promised
them. That full realization will he attained only in Eden itself,
and as a result of Messiah’s glorious work of restitution. ¥ol-
lowing the Apostle’s lead, we perceive that the experience of
Israel up to the time when Moses died represented the law
dispensation, which ended at the cross. The Gospel dispensa-
tion, beginning at Pentecost, is typified by the crossing of
Jordan and the taking possession of the land, Canaan signifying
rest.

““We who believe do enter into rest’’—in proportion to
our exercise of faith. He who exercises much faith may have
mueh rest, and may conquer, and possess quietude. He who
has less faith will have less rest and will be able only par-
tially to enter upon his privileges. The storming of Jericho
and the other cities of Canaan typified the warfare of the
new creature, begotten of the holy Spirit, against the things
of the flesh, the weaknesses and depravities of the flesh. The
Lord’s word to those who would enter into his rest is, ‘‘Be
strong and of good courage. Be not afraid, necither be thou
dismayed. The Lord thy God is with thee, whithersoever thou
goest.’’

Those lacking faith entered not at all into Canaan, but
died in the wilderness. So we read, ‘“Isracl hath not obtained
that which he seeketh for, hut the eleetion hath ohtained it,
and the rest were blinded.’”’ Only the faithful will constitute
God’s clect. Only these can pass from the old to the new
conditions. Only these pass from death unto life without
actually dying. Throughout this Gospel Age, God has heen
making up Israel’s deficit by calling a similar class from all
nations, peoples, kindreds and tongues. Each one is ecalled
upon to exercise faith and eross over Jordan, in the sense of
beginning a new life—a life of devotion to God, a life of war-
fiar(}z1 against sin and the entrenched weaknesses of his own

esh.

We agree with the Apostle’s words that ¢“ We who helieve
do enter into rest.”” All of God’s conseerated people can tos-
tify that they have a rest, a peacc, a joy, a blessing, which the
world ean neither give nor take away— and this in proportion
to their loyalty and faithfulness. Yet even all this is not suf-
ficient. God has in reservation something far hetter. Re-
specting this the Apostle declares, ¢“There remaineth, there-
fore. a rest for the people of God.”’—Hebhrews 4:9.

That Heavenly vest will he entered by the perfeeting of
the new ercatures in the first resurrection. Their loyalty and
faithfulness having been demonstrated in fighting the good
fight of faith against the world, the flesh and the adversary,
the Lord promises them a glorious change, ““in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eve’’—a share in his own resurrection to
the perfection of the divine nature, ‘‘far ahove ancels, prin-
cipalitics and powers’’ and in association with himself in the
glorious Messianie kingdom, by which the world of mankind
is also to he hlessed.—TLuke 12:32.

THE SABBATH OF THE LORD
St. Paul intimates that the seventh day of the law Sah-
hath typified the present condition of the Tord’s people en-
joving rest, peace and divine favor even under imperfect con-
ditions; but the true Sabbath will come for us when we shall
have experienced onr resurreetion change. Then we shall have
rest from sin. We shall also have rest from onr own weak-
nesses and imperfeetions; for all of these will he gone. The
new creatures will be beings without flaw, blameless and ir-
reprovable. ‘It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.
Tt is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown a

natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.’’
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The weaknesses of others will no longer cause us unrest.
The rest of the glorified condition of the church will be per-
feet. But before we can enter into that rest, we must here
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show our worthiness Ly fighting the good fight of faith and
by laying hold on eternal life, upon the conditions which
are offered us, walking faithfully in the Master’s footsteps.

SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

SUCCESSFUL SCANDINAVIAN MEETINGS
DEAR BROTITER RUSSELL;—

I wish to send you an expression of our appreciation of
the helpful visit of Brothers J. F. Rutherford and A. N.
Pierson, as your representatives, granted us recently. I will
also use this opportunity to thank you most heartily for your
kindness to mo in Londom, during your own physical weak-
ness, and for your recent letter.

Perhaps it will interest you to have a report from me con-
cerning the meeting for which you put the responsibility in
my ecarc.

From August 13 to Scptember 3, Brother Rutherford held
eighteen splendid meetings in Norwegian, Finnish and Swedish
cities, with a total attendance of 25,800 adults and other thou-
sands turned away for lack of room.

He also gave twenty-four cncouraging talks to the truth
friends in these places, and in conneection we had a good con-
vention in Helsingfors, Finland, visited by about 250 friends,
and another convention in Stockholm, attended by about 400
friends.

As one proof of the interest in Brother Rutherford’s pub-
lic lectures here, not fewer than 1,818 volumes of STUDIES IN
THE SCRIPTURES were sold in Sweden and Norway—672 of
these being sold at a single Sunday morning meeting in Stock-
holm, at which the attendance was 3,300, with 700 turned
away for lack of room, first receiving free literature. Besides
this, we rcecived thousands of addresses requesting further
information re subjects discussed. At the Orebro meeting
alone, attended by 2,200 adults, with many outside who could
not gain entrance to the hall, 586 address-cards were received.

Notwithstanding the fact that in every city we had rented the
largest halls obtainable, no one of them was large ecnough
to hold the crowds.

For the advertisement of Brother Rutherford’s meetings in
Sweden and Norway we distributed 217,500 copies of BIBLE
STUDENTS MONTHLY. Many papers published very good re-
ports of his lectures, reaching other thousands of Swedish
people. We earnestly desire that you send him to Sweden
again, as soon and for as long a time as possible. We promise
you that we will have the largest halls all over the land,
crowded every night to hear him.

Meanwhile we are striving to do the bhest we can, by the
Lord’s grace, to carry on the good work in which we have
reeeived so many blessings and which every day becomes
more dear to our hearts. The colporteur work and all other
branches make good progress continually. During about five
wecks before us we have arranged for twenty mass-meetings
in the largest ecities and towns of Northern Sweden, which
Brother Rutherford could not visit. In these I shall be the
speaker, D. V.

We pray that the Master of the harvest may guide us
and give wisdom and strength to do all in harmony with his
will and to the glory of his name. We shall highly appre
ciate the privilege of being continually included in your pray-
ers to this end; we never forget you in our petitions hefore
the throne of grace.

With most sincere Christian love and greeting to you, our
beloved Pastor and brother, in which all the dear helpers at
this office join, I remain, as ever,

Your humble co-laborer in the T.ord’s harvest,
AuG. LUNDBORG.

Vor. XXXIV
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No. 22

“BECAUSE WE LOVE THE BRETHREN”

‘““We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren.’’—1 John 3:14.

We are glad to testify that hoth from personal contact
and through correspondence we have every reason to believe
that the Bible Students, who constitute the large majority
of our readers, have been growing in grace lately—during
the past few years. Contrasting the present with three, six
or ten years ago, we notice a great increase in spirituality—
the Spirit of the Lord—the holy Spirit of love.

Not only is this manifested in activitics in the serviee of
the truth, but also in broader sympathies one for another
and for all Christians—and, indeed, for the entire groaning
ereation.  This is just what it should be every year; every
week, indeed, should mark progress in Christ-likeness, as
we remembher that, ““Tf any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of his,”” and therefore will have no part
in the kingdom—whatever inferior Dhlessing he may obtain
under stripes and disciplines necessary to the development of
the proper charaeter.

We  remember further the Apostle’s statement that the
divine predestination respeeting the church is that we must
cach individually in character become copics of our Lord.
(Romans 8:29.) Surely such elear statements of the divine
will and of the terms upon which we may make our calling
and election sure should bhe stimulating.

Nevertheless, notwithstanding all the progress noted, many
of the little classes are experiencing friction, which causes
more or less concern and unhappiness. As the truth makes
us free and opeus the eyes of our understanding, it enables
us to see our own imperfeetions and the imperfections of
the brethren and of the world more elearly than ever. Unless
there be a large amount of love, this will mean a disposition
to find fault, to eriticize.

We may safely give ourselves considerable liberty along
these lines in dealing with our own character. We may find
fault with oursclves and eriticize ourselves often to advantage.
Yet even this should not be carried so far that we forget
the Lord’s gracious promise that He will judge us according
to our heart intentions and not according to our imperfect
attainments. We are, perhaps, better able to appreciate our
own shortcomings, and how they were unintentional; but when
the shorteomings are those of others, it tests our love, patience,
brotherly-kindness, meekness, gentleness, cte. Yet such testings

are very profitable. We pray that the Lord will assist us
in growing in the graces of the holy Spirit. Let us remem-
ber that the only way to assist us would he by giving us
testings along these very lines. Our strength of character,
our development in these graces, will be in proportion as we
receive these testings in the proper spirit.

PROOF OF RELATIONSHIP AS NEW CREATURES

Our text seems to imply that the love of the bhrethren
is one of the most beautiful experienees of the Christian,
Whoever fiiids that he has full love for all the brethren,
full sympathy for them, therein has a specially strong Seript-
ural proof that he himself is a new creature—that he has
passed from death unto life. And whoever has any other
sentiment than love to any of the brethren surely lacks proof,
or demonstration, along this line of his relationship to God
as a new creature.

If we keep this always in mind, how valuable an assist-
ance it will be to us! Do we not frequently desire to re-
assure ourselves of the Lord’s favor and of our continued
relationship to him as new creatures, passed from death unto
life? If we do, here is the text, the application of which, if
we are in the right condition, should bring peace and joy.
And if we are in the wrong condition, it should bring alarm
for our personal safety as new creatures.

One of the points of friction in many of the classes is
the relationship between the class and its servants. So far
as we ecan judge, the fault is sometimes with the one and
sometimes with the other., We are frequently asked in respect
to the duties of the clders, the responsibility of the classes,
cte. In general, we prefer to refer all such inquiries to our
very full discussion of the subject in the sixth volume of
STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. We know not how to improve on
the suggestions there made. We believe that if what we have
written were thoroughly studied, the recommendations there
given would be found ample for every case.

On doectrinal matters we prefer not to write personal letters;
for in a few cases we have found that the persons receiving
the letters have either misunderstood them, or only partially
communicated their contents to others when discussing the
matter. Again, some have said, ‘‘Brother Russell wrote thus
and so in STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, but we have a later
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letter which intimates that he has changed his mind.”” We
wish the dear friends to feel assured that if our judgment
changes respecting any important truths we will put the
change before all THE WarcH Tower readers as speedily
as possible.  Until you see such changes mentioned in THE
WarcH TOWER give no credit to them; estecm the statements
of the STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES just as though they were
written yesterday and direct to yourself.
PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH GOVERNMENT

Briefly summarizing the principles governing the church
ot Christ, let us say: There are two views prevalent amongst
Christians respecting church government:

(1) The Episcopal view, which holds that the church is
to be ruled and governed by bishops, because of the claim
that these are Apostolic bishops; that is, that they are suec-
cessors to the apostles, and invested with apostolic wisdom
and inspiration and authority for the regulation of the church
and its affairs. This view is held by Roman Catholics, Greek
(atholies and Episcopolians.

(2) The other view is the Congregationalist, and holds
that each congregation of the Lord’s people is a unit, and
has the right to govern itself and to make is own regulations
for its own welfare, subjcet to divine guidance. Congrega-
tionalists, Baptists and some others eclaim to be governed
by this view. Other denominations, with more or less confu-
sion and indecision, divide authority between the ministers and
the laity.

We hold that the Bible arrangement combines the Episcopal
and the Congregational views. Thus the Seriptures teach that
the twelve apostles were and still are the Episcopate—the only
inspired and authoritative apostolie bishops. Whatsoever these
declared to be binding on earth is binding amongst the Lord’s
people.  Whatsoever they declared loosed, or not binding,
would not be obligatory upon the echurch in the sight of
heaven.  From this viewpoint, the words of Jesus respeeting
all other so-called apostolic bishops are quite pointed. He
declares that they are ‘‘false apostles and do lie’’—they
are not apostles in any sense of the word. (Revelation 2:2;
2 Corinthians 11:13.) Hence we are not to give heed nor
to in any manner recognize the claims of these hishops, whom
Satan has deluded into thinking that they have apostolie
power—apostolic suceession.

As the people of God have the original Episcopacy, the
twelve apostles of the TLamh, for authority and direction,
they are thus organized under an Episcopal government, or
government of the apostolic hishops—nevertheless their organ-
ization is properly congregational. Fach company eof the
Lord’s conseerated people is entirely free and should have
its own faith in the Bihle and all the precious truths of
the Bible. No econgregation and no individual ean properly
be bound by the vows of other congregations or other indi-
viduals.

The congregation, ecclesia, church, coming together to
act as one, to worship together, to serve God’s cause together,
should do so bhecause of their mutual appreciation of the
divine character and plan. They are not under anyhody’s
government, or rule, except that of the Bible episcopate—the
apostolic teachings. As for the clders and deacons of each
congregation, they are to be chosen by the congregation from
their own number, in aceordance with the instructions of
the Bible. No carthly power has a right to intervene hetween
the instructions of the divinely-appointed twelve apostles and
the companies of the I.ord’s people who choose to assemble
themselves in harmony with the apostolic instruetions. This
at one stroke wipes out all papal authority and the authority
of all apostolic bishops falsely so-called.

Since the deacons and eclders, pastors and tcachers are
lifted to their places of service and honor by the votes of
the brethren, it pliaces the congregation in greater authority
than its servants. But the congregation, in turn, is bound
not to foree its preferences, but merely act loyally in harmony
with the divine direction given by the apostles in the Bible.
Thus we see that the truth on the subjeet from the divine
standpoint has been measurably lost sight of for centuries,
to the disadvantage of the church—some taking one part of
the truth and some another—few, if any, recognizing the
whole. TIndeed, this is what we find to have been the case
in respect to nearly every doectrine.

‘While particulars have been set forth in STUDIES IN THE
SCRIPTURES, Volume VI, yet in what we have above stated
lie the principles involved. Whoever thoroughly grasps the
principles should be alile to appreciate the details. And it
would be only a question of thought and patient delibera-
tion to settle all the details of the affairs of any little class,
in accordance with the Seriptures. Thus while the class
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give certain authority and service into the hands of those
chosen to be its elders, and appoints others to assist them in
the work as deacons, or servants, nevertheless, both elders
and deacons are answerable to the congregation, to the ec-
clesia.

THE ECCLESIA SUPERIOR TO ITS SERVANTS

In case of any dispute, the judgment, or decision, of
the congregation should stand as the right thing for the time
being. If it prove later to have been unwise, the Lord is
able to overrule the error of judgment for good—for instrue-
tion. To illustrate: Should the judgment of the eclass at
any time differ from the judgment of the elder or elders,
the proper course would be for the elders to submit to the
higher authority, which is the class, the church, the ecclesia;
for he who appoints is superior to him who is appointed.
Our Lord’s arrangement for the classes, or ecclesias, is, ‘* Where-
ever two or three of you are met in my name, there am I1."’
The Lord has promised to be with the class. He has not
said, Wherever there is an elder, there am I, and to him
shall the class gather; but, Wherever there is a class there am
I; and it may appoint an elder, whom I will recognize and
bless as its representative and for its good, in proportion as he
shall strive to be a suitable vessel to be my servant in bless-
ing that class.

This appreciation of the true relationship between the
elder and the class should help the elders to cultivate those
fruits and graces of the holy Spirit deseribed by St. Paul
as meekness, gentleness, patience, brotherly kindness, long-
suffering, love. But, on the other hand, the congregation,
ecclesia, having chosen one of its number to serve it as an
elder brother and to look out for its interests, should hope
that they had wisely chosen in harmony with the Lord’s
Word and providences. So hoping, they should be prepared
to give support and encouragement to the elder, in proportion
as they see him striving to know and to do the Lord’s will
and faithfully to lay down his time and talents in the service
of the eclass. Should they subsequently find that apparently
they had not fully discerned and followed the apostolic in-
structions respecting the selection of the elder, they should
still be kind and gcntle toward him, remembering that the
fault was theirs in electing him—a fault to be rectified at the
next eleection—and trusting and praying that they may know
the will of the Lord more perfectly and he wiser in their
selection.

DUTIES OF THE ECCLESIA

From this viewpoint the congregation has everything to
say in respect to the number of meetings to be held, where
they are to be held, by whom they are to be condueted, the
character of the lessons or studies, ete. Nothing of this
kind is for the elder to decide, though as a ember of the
congregation he has the same right to be heard that the others
have. In proportion as he is esteemed highly, his opinion
will have weight with the ecclesia, class, or congregation.
Nevertheless, the class should never forget the thought that
however highly the elder may be estecmed, he is not their
guide. The elders and all others are to he heeded in pro-
portion as they are scen to wisely interpret the teachings of
the holy Seriptures.

We believe that with these principles seen, approved and
looked up to, there will be less and less frietion in the classes.
The clders, in just their proper sphere and conscientiously
seeking to serve in harmony thercwith, will be restrained from
doing and saying many things out of their province and
likely to stir up difficulties among the members of the classes.

A POTENT FACTOR IN ALL DISPUTES

It will generally be found, we believe, that pride is a
potent factor in all chureh disputes. Somctimes the elder
undertakes to do for the class more than it wishes him to
do and more than it has authorized him to do. Or, misguided
by the sentiments prevalent among all denominations of Chris-
tendom, he thinks of his ecldership as an office of authority
over the chureh, and not as an honorable serviee, the authority
being vested in the class. Sometimes the difficulty is with
some member of the class, who, secking to prescrve the rights
and authority of the class, goes to an extreme, and unneces-
sarily harries the elder, ecriticizing him for doing the right
thing, but not doing it exactly the way this well-intentioned
brother thinks he should do.

Love should apply the Golden Rule, We should be willing
to give the elder as much reasonable liberty of action as
we would like to enjoy if we werc in his place—provided, of
course, that this liberty should he in full harmony with the
Word of God. Furthermore, we should remember that the
elder is the servant of the whole class, and not the servant
speeially of any one member of it. Any criticism, therefore,
of his conduct should come from the class and not merely
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from an individual member of it. If an individual member
has an important thought which the elder ignores he should
bhe at liberty to ask the judgment of the class on the subject
for his own iustruction and for the instruction of the elder;
but no individual member should undertake to eriticize the
elder or to find fault with his procedure.

It the class approves of the elder, the individuals think-
ing differently arc at liberty still to think as they please,
but should yield to the majority., In other words, peace and
order in a class arve items of great value in respeet to all
progress in Bible study. Nothing should be done to disturb
the peace and order unless there be something positively wrong,
unseriptural, connected with the matter.  Then the brother
or the sister ealling attention to the matters which he con-
siders unseriptural, should say little about his own opinion and
deal ehiefly with the Seriptural injunctions which he believes
are heing violated.

‘“‘LET BROTHERLY LOVE CONTINUE’’

These suggestions are intended to increase and promote
peace and unity amongst the Lord’s brethren wherever this
Journal goes.  We have confidence that all who are hegotten
of the one Spirit, the holy Spirit, are desivious of knowing
and doing that which is right—that which is pleasing and
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aceeptable to God and for the bhest interests of his cause.
‘‘By one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.’’ “‘If
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”’
Our thought is that all being one with the Lord—of one
heart, of one will-——our difficulties lic almost entirely in our
heads, in our misapprehension of some of the principles govern-
ing the divine arrangement. And these principles, we may be
sure, are perfect, right. In proportion as we can come into
harmony with these principles, we shall be at peace one with
another, joyfully assisting cach other toward the kingdom,
in which we shall have a share with our Lord.

Let us continually remember that love for all the brethren
is a sure indication that we love as new creatures. And love
tfor the brethren means that we will do them no injury, that
we will speak no evil respecting them unless of absolute
necessity; and, finally, that we will not even surmise evil
in respect to their words aud deeds. “‘Love is the ful-
filling of the law.”” ‘‘He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in
God, and God (by his Spirit dwelleth) in him.”’ TFor though
we should give all our goods to feed the poor, and though
we should even sacrifice our bodies to be Dburned in the inter-
ests of righteousness, yet if we have not love—the Spirit of
love—we are nothing in God’s sight.—Romans 13:10; 1
John 4:16; 1 Cor. 13:3.

WHAT COURSE SHOULD WE TAKE?

We have reecived two letters inquiring about the practical
bearing of our October, 1914, hopes on the affairs of this
life. Tt occurs to us that others who have not written may
have the same thought; so we give to you all a digest of our
answers.

The brother who wrote us suggested that he is a farmer,
and that if sure that the chureh would bhe gathered before
October, 19714, or that the great time of trouble would there
begin, ho would in either ecase be inelined to quit farming
and to spend the year in the colporteur work, as he would
have sufficient money to do this if he were to mortgage his
farm or sell it.

In our reply we advised the brother that if he had a wife
or family dependent upon him for support, we thought that
this suggestion would not be a wise one at all, but if he
were unincumbered, we would consider the thought a very
good one. He would be merely giving a year to the Lord’s
work, and at the close of the year might hope in any event
to be in reasonable health and as capable as ever of earning
a living.

We believe that a year spent in the colporteur work would
prove an exeellent schooling in perseverance and self-denial,
in serviee of others, and in thinking upon and handling holy
things.  Yet even in casc we helieve that some allowanee
should he made for temperament and eapability for colporteur
service.  While few, if any, have no talent whatever for such
work, there are some who have so little talent that they might
merely  discourage themsclves  without accomplishing much
in the interest of others. We must use all'wisdom in respect
to what we attempt to do, that our time and strength—mental
and physical—shall render us as good results as possible to
the l.ord’s praise. ¥ach should seck wisdom from on high
to guide him in such matters.

Another letter received inquired respeeting the proper treat-
ment to be given to a member of the c¢lass who insisted
on opposing the chronology and denouncing all faith in Oe-
tober, 1914, cither as respects the gathering of the church
or the inauguration of the world’s great time of trouble.
Our reply may be applieable in other eases. It is to the effeet
that nobody should be specially cneonraged in such an op-
position; for a bad spirit is always objectionable, injurious.
However, we should not denounece those who in a proper spirit
express their dissent in rvespeet to the date mentioned and
what may be there expected; nor should we feel aggrieved
toward them. We should vecognize the individual rights of
all, and treat everybody according to the Golden Rule. Nor
should we feel at liberty to express our views more dogmatic-
ally than we would think right for others to do in expressing
their views,

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

The fact is that, notwithstanding the strength of our
position and our hope that it may be true, it is nevertheless
of faith and not of knowledge. To some, faith in the matter
may beecome almost as strong and convincing as knowledge.
Nevertheless, it is not knowledge, it is faith. We must admit
that there are possibilities of our having made a mistake in
respect to the chronology, even though we do not see where
any mistake has been made in caleulating the seven times of
the Gentiles as expiring about October 1, 1914.

If others feel equally convineed respeeting some other
date which does not appeal to us, we should not on that
account reject them as members of the body of Christ. Rather,
we should say, Whether you or we have the date corrcet we
must all agree that the signs of the times as we read them
indieate eclearly that the Master is nigh, even at the door;
and that his kingdom is soon due to begin to take control.
This mecans that, whether within one vyear or within ten or
twenty years, the things which we are expeeting will surely
be accomplished. The church will be gathered, the Messianie
reign of righteousness will begin, preceded, as foretold, by
the great time of trouble.

The general facts are much more valuable and important
than mercly the day or the year respecting these facts. ‘‘Let
brotherly love continue!’’ Suffer not any dispute over a day
or a year to break the most precious bond of love which binds
us to the Lord and to all who are truly his, Be specially
careful on this point when the subject of disecussion is one
respecting which we have no positive knowledge. The rupture
of fellowship may sometimes he neeessary, when we ‘“contend
carnestly for the faith once delivered unto the saints’’—faith
in the divine plan, in the Redeemer, in the eflicacy of his
death, ete. These matters are positively stated in the Bible
—not left to deduction, as in the case of chronology and all
matters based upon chronology.

A CLEARER VIEW OF PROPHECY

From time to time the XEditor has assured the friends
that as features of the truth become more and more dis-
tinet to him he would surely give THE Wartcir Tower readers
the benefit of this clearer view; in other words, he would
keep nothing baek.

We have presented in Tune WarcH Towgrr, for thirty-
three years past, the fact that great Babylon will receive

her judgment before the natiens receive theirs. The state-
ment, ‘‘Judgment must begin at the house of God,”” while

applying especially to the real, or conscerated chureh, we
believe has also a bhearing upon the nominal systems. It
will be after the fall of Babylon, her casting as a great
millstone into the sea, that the great distress of nations will
come, apparently.

Nevertheless, we have all probably been inclined to think
more particularly of the world’s time of trouble-—to look
for it, to expeet it daily, or by October, 1914, as one result
of the closing of the Gentile times, or ycars. DPerhaps we
have neglected to some extent the faet that great Babylon
apparently is dealt with before that world-trouble comes.
The thought has been borne in upon the Iiditor very force-
fully during the past two weeks that to expeet the world’s
great trouble to begin on or before October 1, 1914, would
be to expect astounding things during the intervening months.

St. Peter deseribes the great day of wrath, intimating
that it will begin with the nominal church class—the heavens.
““The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and
the works that are therein, shall he burned up.’’ (2 Peter
3:10) TUnderstanding the carth here to represent the present
social order, and the heavens to represent the ecclesiastical
order of affairs, we find that the ecclesiastical heavens are
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to pass away with a great noise, a great commotion, a great
confusion, and their elements or component parts will be
melted in the ferveney of the heat and strife of that time;
and that then the earth, or social order, will follow it in the
combustion or consumption of the trouble of the day—destroy-
ing the present social fabric—overthrowing all law and order
in anarchy. If, then, we should expect that the trouble would
reach society in general within a year, this would seem to
mean that -before that time the prescnt religious institu-
tions would collapse. Will they?

THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST

Revelation, 13th Chapter, we interpreted in THE WATCH
Tower as far hack as 1880. We there suggested that in
symbolic language a beast represents a government—that
the ten-liorned beast represented the Papal government, which
for a time ruled over all Furope, then the Roman Empire.
Although Papacy has no such political influenee now, it still
claims that it has the right, or authority, to rule all nations,
as the representative or vice-gerent of Messiah.

We pointed out the two-horned heast as rcpresented in
the church-nation of Great Britain and Ireland; for it also
is a government which combines Christianity and eivil power.
The hishops sit in Parliament and the king is officially the
head of the chureh of England. The symbol tells us that
as an ececlesiastical power this is a harmless one, ‘“its two
horns being like those of a lamb’’—not intended to do injury.
“‘But it spake as a dragon.’’ The dragon represents purely
¢ivil power and the government of Great Britain, though
nominally religious, speaks, or governs as a dragom, or purely
civil power.

We also call attention to the fact that ‘‘the Image of
the (Papal) heast’’ was formed in 1846 A. D. TIn that
yoar the Protestant denominations, especially in the United
States, allied themselves as the ¢‘Evangelical Alliance.”’
Their alliance ostensibly was for peace and harmony and noble
objects of co-opcration; but really the organization would
appear to have been intended as an attempt to give dignity
and authority to all of the various Protestant sects, and as
far as possible to hinder the formation of any new sects by
excluding them as unorthodox.

The alliance endeavored to establish a standard of ortho-
doxy and to give a mutual support and backing to all the
different creeds identified with it—Baptists, Methodists, Luth-
erans, Preshyterians, cte. This attempted authority, or power,
constituted it an image of the Papal beast, or government.
They saw the power of the Papal argument, that it is the
chureh, and that all others are heretical. So the Evangelical
Allianee undertakes to say for its constituent members of all
denominations: ¢¢All these are orthodox; all others are heret-
ical.’’ In this sense it was a copy, or image, of the Papal
institution. It has been merely an image without life or power
for now more than sixty years.

However, the Tord’s symbolic prophecy, which we are now
considering (Revelation 13), tells us that in the close of this
age the image will receive life, vitality, energy, power. No
longer will it stand as a mere image. It will become as active
as the beast. Moreover, it will not be antagonistic to the
heast, hut sympathetie, and cause that all shall either worship
the heast or the image—all must be in harmony either with
Catholicism, or with the Protestant system, of which the Evan-
gelical Alliauce was the primary organization or Image. The
Protestant Chureh Federation will be the outcome as soon as
it reccives the vitalizing breath.

AN IMPORTANT STEP TOWARD FEDERATION

The vitality of the Image is to ecome from the two-horned
beast: that is, the ehurch of England. We have been waiting
for this consummation more than thirty years, and have seen
it draw nearer and nearer. A few years ago the Episcopal
church took on important step toward vitalizing the Church
Federation movement, which it is favoring and backing. That
important step was the recognition of the ministers of the de-
nominations represented in the Evangelical Alliance. Pre-
viously no minister not ordained hy the laying on of hands of
a Catholic or an Episcopalian bishop was allowed to preach
from an Episcopalian pulpit.

Perhaps this recognition of the Image is all the vitalization
the image needs, but we are inclined to expect more. For years
the Episcopalians have proffered reordination to the ministers
of the different denominations represented in the Evangelical
Allinnce.  And they still proffer it. We have been inclined to
expect that the ministers would finally concede the point and
acecept a reordination at the hands of an Fpiscopal bishop. But
we are not sure of this. Tt is possible that, to mcet the re-
quirements of the case, some other way will be found by which
the Episcopal church will recognize the Church Federation with-
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out obligating the ministers to be reordained. We are waiting
for this.

As we understand this Chapter of Revelation, the Image, as
soon as vitalized, will very promptly use its influence, prestige,
power, in every way to ‘‘make fire come down from heaven’’
(Rev. 13:13); that is, to punish in the name of the Lord, those
who in any sense of the word it shall consider to be its op-
ponents. Speedily none will be allowed to buy or sell, in the
spiritual marts, except those who have either the mark or the
number of the beast, or of the image, either in the right hand
of co-operation or in the forehead of publie confession.

This will mean that the Imternational Bible Students Asso-
ciation and all others not in affiliation with the Alliance will be
subjected to radically coercive measures. Truth shall fall in
the streets. Rightcousness will be unable to enter under the
stress of the new order of things. For a time it will appear as
though a great Christian vietory had been won, shared equally
by Papacy and federated—Protestantism—no longer protesting.
Already we see these two divisions of the heavens rolling to-
gether, approaching one another, sympathizing with each other
~—rolling together for mutual protection.

But the triumph of that new order of things will be short.
The masses of the people, no longer ignorantly stupid as dur-
ing the dark ages, will awaken to the true situation, and will
execute upon Babylon the Great—already repudiated by the
Lord—the judgment foretold. She shall be cast like a great
millstone into the sea, never to rise again. The sea represents
the masses of the people, especially a restless opposition elass.
The two-horned beast apparently loses its personality when it
gives life to the image by becoming a member of the federa-
tion.

THE PRESENT OUTLOOK

Now the question arises: Can all these things take place
within a year? We answer, Yes; it would be possible. A
second question is, Is it likely? Is it probable? And the
answer is, No; it seems scarcely probable that so much would
be accomplished in one year. Now, there we have the question
—each must exercise his own judgment in respect to the matter.
We certainly see a very rank spirit of anger, malice, hatred and
strife developing in many quarters, amongst the very ones who
constitute the members of the federation. And these slander-
ous oppositions come usually from the ministers of these de-
nominations.

If they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done
in the dry? (Luke 23:31) If such bigotry and bitter falsifica-
tion are practised and such hatred is manifested before the
Evangelical Alliance has any life, how arrogant might we sup-
pose the same persons to become after the image would receive
life? And how quickly might the spirit of rancorous persecu-
tion be developed?

Let us make the matter clear, According to the old, but
erroneous, thought handed down for centuries, the bishops of
the church of England and of the church of Rome are ‘‘apostolic
bishops,”’ or successors to the apostles, according to the old
theory of apostolic succession. According to that same theory,
no one on earth has one particle of right to teach and to preach,
except as those ‘‘apostolic bishops’’ shall grant their permis-
sion by laying on their hands.

According to this rule, then, Methodists, Baptists, Luther-
ans, Presbyterians and all such are preaching without author-
ity. When they talk about ordination, they merely mean that
each sect ordains its own ministers. The Alliance is attempting
to get around this difficulty and to have the sects recognize each
other’s ordination. The Federation is building upon this gen-
eral recognition of orthodoxy, and is about, in some manner,
to he given life, virility, power, dignity, by something which
the church of England will do for them which will recognize
their ordination as ministers.

We may he sure that they will make the road to the preach-
ing and teaching of the Gospel a very narrow onc to all at-
tempting to preach without their recognition and ordination.
These will be trying times upon us aud upon all who will refuse
to worship the beast and his image, or to receive the mark of
the beast upon the forehead or upon the hand.—Revelation
13:15-17.

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD ONE ANOTHER

The special point we are now emphasizing is that if we
find it difficult, though not impossible, to sce that these things
could he accomplished within a year, we should feel and act
most kindly and tolerantly toward others of the brethren who
feel positive that these things will not take place within a year,
or who think that they see flaws in our chronological views.
““Let brotherly love continue.”” ‘‘Abhor that which is evil.
Cleave to that which is good.”’ Thus will the grace of God
be with us, to guide us, to bless us, to cause all of our experi-
ences to work for good, even though some of those experiences
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should be disappointments in respeet to fulfilments of prophecy
within the next few months.

The Episcopal church conference has just passed an amend-
ment to the church constitution, providing for the choice of
one of their number to be presiding bishop—much the same as
the archbishop’s office in the church of England. After some
sharp discussion they also authorized their Mission Board to
co-operate with mission boards of other Christian bodies. Some
bisliops objected that this would violate their ¢‘priestly vows,”?
but they were outveted.  This co-operation with other Protes-
tants, in eonjunction with the action previously taken, permit-
ting other Protestant ministers to participate on invitation in
Episeopal chureh services, is practically a recognition of the
Evangelical Alliance or church federation. How much more
may be neeessury to give life and power to the image we must
wuit and see.

Our statement in October 15th issue that we have never
mentioned October, 1914, as an infallibly sure date, either for
the ending of the ‘‘times of the Gentiles’’ or for any par-
ticular oecurrenee, has heen called in question by one of our
reqlers.  We are cited to the following words of STUDIES IN THE
Sorrrries, Vol 1.: ‘“Now bear in mind the date already
found fer the beginning of these Gentile times, viz,, 606 B. C,,
while we procecd to examine the evidence proving their length
to be 2520 years—ending A. D. 1914. .. . In view of this
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gtrong Bible evidence concerning the times of the Gentiles,
we consider it an established truth that the final end of the
kingdoms of this world and the full establishment of the king-
dom of God will be accomplished at the end of 1914.”

We hold that nothing in these quotations declares the in-
fallibility of the theories we suggested respecting 1914. In
these statements, and in all of our statements, we have merely
informed our rcaders respecting our views and the processes of
our reasoning on the Scriptures which we have brought to their
attention. Thus we have asked each reader to think and judge
for himself, and to agree or disagree with us acecording to his
own judgment of the facts.

Notice that in the above quotations no dogmatic statement
is made, but that the reader is requested to use his own in-
tellect. For instance, note the words, ‘“bhear in mind’’; again,
‘“while we proceed to cxamine the evidence’’; again the refer-
ence to ‘‘Bible evidence.”” In the last sentence the author
sums up his own views, declaring what he considers to be the
truth established by the evidences which he scts before his
readers.

In this respect we believe that THE WATCH TOWER presen-
tations differ considerably from others. We state with positive-
ness the opinions of the writer and the reasons therefor, but
leave the final decision with each head and heart in all matters,
without attempting more.

ELECTING ELDERS AND DEACONS

Tt was a slip of the pen on the part of the Editor when he
recently intimated that the only ones who would properly be
entitled to a vote at church meetings would be those believers
in the atonement who had made full consecration and who had
symbolized that consecration. The error was in including the
symbolization, Many of us were truly Christians, truly ae-
cepted of the Lord, truly members of ‘“the church of the first-
borng whose names are written in heaven’’ (Hebrews 12:23),
hefore we saw the real force and significance of water immer-
sion, Weo have always held (See Vol. 6, STUDIES IN THE SCRIP-
TURES) that all such are entitled to vote at church elections—
vea, that it is their duty to vote—to express the Lord’s will in
respect to the servants of the church, according to their judg-
ment.

But what we meant to emphasize is that any brother who
had not as yet accepted the Bible teachings respecting the
proper symbolization of his consecration would not be far
enouch advanced to be properly appointed to be either a deacon
or an elder in the chureh. It was altogether by an inadvert-
ence that we included with this the thought that such should
not vote.

Difficulty has been experienced hy some classes in respect
to nominations. When a ezll for nomination is made, a brother
is nominated as an elder or as a deacon, without proper con-
sideration of his qualifications. Iis nomination is seconded;
and the whole class, loving the brether, feels disinclined to vote
against him lest they sheuld be misunderstood.

There should ahvays be a reason for the choice of any-
body to any scrvice in the chureh.  An elder should le an
able teacher, of a broad mind, able to give assistful advice
to those who need it, of deen insight into the Word of God,
of good inflience in the c¢hureh, and a wise counselor. No one,
prohably, could have all of these good qualifications in equal
measure.  Some wight possess more of one, and some more of
another qualification; but ail should possess some of them or

there would be no excuse for his election. Likewise a deacon
should have time at his disposal and some aptitude as a pros-
pective elder, and also an inclination to serve the chureh.

What seems to us a very good plan of nominating elders,
deacons, ete., is by ballot, particularly if therc has heen any
difficulty or if to a majority such a nomination might seem
desirable. To put this plan into operation pieces of paper and
pencils would be required. Each one entitled to a vote should
write, ‘I nominate the following to be elders of the
class for the ensuing months.”” Then should follow as
many names as there are elders at the time the election was
taken, If the class desire to either increase or decrease the
number it can be done after the nomination at election time.

After the ballots have been collected the results should be
tabulated and announced publiely to the ecclesia. The class
should then decide how many elders it would properly neced.
If it decided that the number should be three, then the six
brethren receiving the largest number of nominating ballots
should be voted for. The three recciving the largest number
of votes with outstretched hands should be considered the
choice of the class. Or another way would be to accept all
the nominated ones who received ballots equal to one-third of
the entire number of voters and to eleet all such by, as nearly
as possible, a unanimous vote, this arrangement being intended
to give minorities a reprcsentation amongst the elders.

The thought always to be borne in mind is that, so far
as possible, the judgment of all the class should have recogni-
tion. While a majority might rule, it is always preferable that
they yield something to the minority, so that the elder.hip of a
class might reflect the sentiment of the entire membership. No
matter how this result be reached, we are doing wisely; and no
matter how any other result be reached it would be unwise, as
endangering the peace and harmony of the class. Brotherly
love always represents sympathy, kindness, love and a desire
to yield something wherever no vital principle is involved.

THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS

DECEMBER 14.—Joshua 7.
‘‘Be sure your sin will find you out.’’—Numbers 32:23.

The Tsraclites, full of faith and flushed with the victory
over Jericho, proeceded with the conquest of Canaan. Spies
were sent to Ai. These, returning, advised that the place was
small, and that a foree of two or three thousand men would
be quite sufficient for its eapture. Indeed, from the experiences
of Jericho they anticipated that none of the Israelites would
be killed—that their enemies would he so terror-stricken as to
render little or no defeunse. But the experiences at Al were
the reverse. Thirty-six Israelites were stain; and Israel’s army,

reeeiving that they had not the Lord’s favor, fled bLefore
their enemies.

Joshua and his associates, the elders of Israel, were be-
wildered at this. They prostrated themselves before the ark
of the covenant, bewailing the trouble and especially fearful
of the influence which the defeat would have upon their enemies
—encouraging them and discouraging Israel, who were God’s
typical people.

THE ACCURSED OR DEVOTED THING

In our Common Version, accursed has been used where
devoted would have been preferable. The Lord informed
Joshua that divine favor was not with Israel because of their
unfaithfuluess. When Jericho was captured, a portion of the
spoils had been appropriated by one of the soldiers. But ac-
cording to the Lord’s arrangement all the spoils were devoted
in advarice; hence this was a breach of their agreement, and
Isracl’s armies could have no blessing until the matter was
rectified.

In order that the lesson might be learned by the entire
people, the Lord direected that the representatives of all the
tribes should appear before him and lots be cast, and that
thus would be indicated the tribe to which the guilty one be-
longed. In like manner the different families of that tribe
were tested, and the family found. Thus step by step the:
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matter eame down to Achan, who was the one indicated as
guilty—the cause of the trouble.

““And Joshua said unto Achan, My son, give, I pray thee,
glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make confession unto him;
and tell me now what thou hast done; hide it not from me.
And Achan answered Joshua and said, Indeed I have sinned
against the Lord God of Israel, and thus and thus have I done:
When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment,
and two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of
fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and
behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my tent.’’

THE PENALTY UPON ACHAN

The penalty upon Achan was death by stoning, and after
the stoning the corpse was burned—the burning indieating
symbolically that there was no hope of a future life for him.
It is our thought, however, that this was a part of the general
allegory, and that really Achan, as a member of Adam’s fam-
ily, must ultimately have a share with all the remainder of
the race in the redemption provided through Jesus’ death.
Thus also the Sodomites were destroyed by fire from heaven—
in a figure representing the class which will die the second
death. But none can die the seecond death without being first
released in some manner from the condemnation of the first
death—Adamie death. These were merely types, or fore-
shadows, of the wilfully wicked elass and of the everlasting
destruction, as brute beasts, which will come upon them.

As the Sodomites experienced no knowledge nor hlessing
through Jesus, so Achan had none. As the Sodomites, redeemed
by the merit of Jesus’ sacrifice, will be awakened from the
sleep of death during the Messianie age, and their experiences
will be more tolerable than those of the people of Chorazin and
Bethsaida, so it will surely be with Achan. As the apostles
declare, these typical experiences of the past were set forth
as an example of the destruetion which will be the ultimate
punishment of all who wilfully, knowingly and intelligently
reject the Tord’s ways.—1 Corinthians 10:11; Jude 7.

COVETOUSNESS IN OUR DAY

Perhaps at no time in the world’s history was there ever
s0 much covetousness as in our day. Mow few comparatively
in any eity, in any nation, would do very differently from what
Achan did!  TIf all sueh were to be stoned to death and to be
burned, the world would be one vast funeral pyre. True, they
are not deterred by fear of any such punishment. Neverthe-
less, a large proportion of them profess to believe that for all
such sins the penalty is eternal torture. Yea, many who .are
ready to condemn the course of Joshua and the Israelites in the
stoning of Achan, are ready to believe that the God of love,
the God of all grace, the Father of all mercies, would do ten
times worse by Achan and by practically the entire human
family—all except saintly ones who have come into vital rela-
tionship with the Redeemer.

Alas, how twisted our minds have become! How glad we
are that the true light is now shining, and chasing away to
some extent our hobgoblins of error and false doctrine handed
down to us from the dark ages, and wrongly supposed to be
teachings of the Bible!

COVETOUSNESS IN THE CONSECRATED

When we remember that Jordan represents consecration,
and that those who crossed Jordan typically represented those
Christians who have entered into a Covenant with God and who
have been begotten of the Spirit; and when we remember that
the conquests of Canaan represented the spiritual battles of
the consecrated and the subjugation and possession of the
citadel of the heart, the sin of Achan has a new force and
meaning. It corresponded closely to the sin of Ananias and
Sapphira. They had devoted, or consecrated, their property
to the Lord’s service, and then attempted to take back a por-
tion of the devoted wealth. They would rob God. They would
steal back that which they had given to him. This class seems
to be especially represented in Achan. He stole, not from his
brethren, but from the Lord, things which had been devoted
to the Lord.

The name Christian today has a very wide applieation, and
in general signifies a civilized person. But the term Christian
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really belongs only to a ecomparatively small class of humanity
—to those who, believing the message of Jesus, have made
consecration of their lives to be his disciples, his footstep
followers. These have accepted his terms—‘If any man will
be my diseiple, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me.’” This is the elass, typificd by Israel, who
have entered the antitypical Canaan, who are fighting the good
ficht and who would recognize all the spoils of their warfare
as conseerated to the Lord.

It is for these to inquire respeeting their own faithfulness,
loyalty. Each of them should inquire, Am I keeping and hold-
ing as my own any portion of what was consecrated to God?
If they are keeping back as their own any portion of that
which was devoted to the Lord, they are in danger of being
part of the antitypical Achan. They are in danger of exereis-
ing an injurious influence on others of the church; and not only
#0, but they are in danger of that fate which was typically
illustrated in Achan’s case—in danger of the utter destruc-
tion of the second death—everlasting destruction.

‘“COVETOUSNESS, WHICH IS IDOLATRY’’

The Apostle declares that ‘‘covetousness is idolatry.”’ Tt
puts first and most prominently the thing which is coveted;
and when this coveted thing is contrary to the divine will, it
signifies that the coveted thing is esteemed more than God—
is desired more than the divine favor. Trom this viewpoint
the whole world is full of idolatry today. The idols most wor-
shiped are wealth and pleasure. These occupy the time and
the attention of nearly everybody. Time and strength, honor
and manhood and womanhood, are poured out lavishly for these
““idols.””  On the contrary, the true God, from whom comes
every perfeet gift, receives but slight attention from the masses
of his creatures. His laws and his will, his pleasure and his
favor are scarcely thought of.

What is the result? Has the worship of mammon been
real joy or peace and satisfaction to the hearts of humanity?
Has the pursuit of pleasure and the devoting to it of time,
talents and money brought real pleasure of soul to the masses?
This question must be answered in the negative. Wealth is
being pursued and bowed down to on every hand, yet grants its
favor to only a comparatively small number, and cven the
favored ones find bitterness mingled with their sweets. The
possession of wealth brings not the joy and peace which they
had hoped and believed. It has brought care, perplexity and
still greater hunger, which they know not how to satisfy.

So it is with the worship and pursuit of pleasure. It is
an ever-continuing chase and seeking for pleasure. The grasp-
ing of it seems to bring, not joy, but discontent and heart-
hunger. As a result the worshipers of mammon and pleasure
are unhappy. The world is discontented, and apparently grow-
ing more so as the days pass by.

Man is so constituted by nature that his finest and noblest
sentiments, which bring him the most satisfaction, joy and
peace, rest and happiness, are the exercise of his mind and
talents God-ward. According to St. Paul, all men by nature
should be feeling after God, desiring to find him. But, alas,
many of the noblest of God’s people, who have found rest and
peace through a knowledge of the length and breath and height
and depth of

‘“‘Love divine, all love cxcelling,”’

are not only not helping the world to find the true God, but,
on the contrary, actually misdirecting them!

The monstrous misrepresentations received by us from the
dark ages we have heartily repudiated. And yet we are hold-
ing up these misrepresentations of the divine eharacter and
plan hefore the world, and in so doing are turning them away
from God and from the Bible—to seek rest of soul and peace
and joy in the worship of mammon and the pursuit of pleasure,
which ean bring only disappointments. Alas, how long will it
he before we openly acknowledge to the world that we have
repudiated the monstrous teachings of our creeds and have
accepted the teachings of the Bible that God is love, and that
he has a gracious plan whereby through Jesus all who will may
be recovered and enter into rest!

THE LOGOS MADE FLESH

DECEMBER 21.-—John 1:1-18.
““And the Logos became flesh, and dwelt among us.”’—V. 14.

Our Christmas study is one of the most beautiful in the
whole Bible. Genesis goes back to the beginning of things
earthly; but this lesson goes back to the beginning of all begin-
nings, when God was alone. The very beginning of divine opera-
tion was the Logos—*‘the Beginning of the ereation of God’’—
“‘the First-born of every creature.”’—Rev. 3:14; Col. 1:15.

Logos signifies mouthpiece, or special messenger. Not only
so—not only was the Logos the beginning, or Alpha—but he

was also the last, the Omega, of divine e¢reation, as he himsclf
informs us. (Revelation 1:11; 21:6) The first and only be-
gotten Son of Jehovah was given an exclusive place, so that
““all things were made by him, and without him was not any-
thing made that was made.”” (V. 3 Thus highly did the
Father honor him as his agent in all the ereative work, both
as respects angels, cherubim and men,

The Greek text is not fully represented in our Common
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Version. Accurately translated it reads, ¢ The Logos was with
the God and the Logos was a god; the same was in the begin-
ning with the God.”” Here the majesty of our Redeemer in his
prehuman condition is fully set forth, and yet he is distinetly
shown to he the Son and not the Father—to be a god and not
the God.

The word god signifies mighty one; but there is ounly one
God whose name is the Almighty. St. Paul affirms this great
truth, saying, ‘“To us therc is one God, the Father, of whom
are all things; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, and we by him.”” (1 Corinthians 8:6) Again, the
Apostle writes, ‘“The head of every man is Christ; and the
head of the woman is the man; and the Head of Christ is God.”’
(1 Corinthians 11:3.) This 1s the claim that Jesus made for
himself—not that he was the Futher, or Jehovah, but that he
was the Son of God, who came to do the will of his Father
in heaven.

The so-called docetrine of the Trinity, put into the Nicene
Creed by Emperor Constantine, A. D. 325, has been the cause
of much of our confusion when studying the Bible, which con-
tains neither the word trinity nor any suggestion of it, except
in the one passage acknowledged by all scholars to be spurious,
namely, 1 John 5:7. This passage is not found in any of the
old Greek manuscripts.

The Redeemer was not deceitful when he prayed to the
Father with strong eryings and tears, ‘‘My God! My God!”’
Neither was he deceitful when he declared to Mary after his
resurrection, ‘I have not yet ascended to my Father and to
your Father, to my God and to your God.”’ He declared his
oneness with the Tather, and desired that a similar oneness
should prevail amongst his followers—oneness of spirit, of pur-
pose. Therefore he prayed for his church, ¢“That they all may
be one, even as T, Father, and thou, are one.”’—John 17:21-23.

“THE LOGOS BECAME FLESH”’

St. Paul tells us of how he who was rich on the spirit plane
for our sakes Dhecame poor, leaving the heavenly comforts for
the scenes of this world, darkencd by sin and death. (2 Cor-
inthians 8:9) And so our lesson tells us also. (V. 14.) ¢‘The
Logos became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the Only Begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.’’ St. Paul also corroborates this, declaring
that our Lord stooped from his high position, took the bond-
man’s form and was found in fashion as a man, of the seed of
Abraham. (Philippians 2:7, 8; Hebrews 2:16) But lest we
should get the wrong thought, that he had become a sinful
man, we are guarded by the assurance that he was ‘‘holy,
harmless, undefiled, scparate from sinners.”” (Hebrews 7:26)
We are also assured that his body was especially prepared,
separate and different from others of our race, all of whom
were of Adamic stock and all tainted with sin and the seeds of
death.—Hebrews 10:5-9.

But, on the other hand, we are to guard ourselves against
the thought that the Logos remained a spirit being and merely
materialized, or appeared in human form. This unseriptural
thought is the one held by many, and styled inearnation. The
angels inearnated, or got into flesh, when they materialized
from time to time, as described in the Old Testament Serip-
tures. Our Lord himself incarnated, or appeared in the flesh,
to Abraham in eompany with others; and he talked with Abra-
ham, who knew not that he was entertaining heavenly beings,
mistaking them for human travelers,

Similarly Jesus after his resurrcetion appeared in various
forms of flesh. That is to say, he materialized, or inearnated,
for the purpose of teaching certain lessons to his diseiples, be-
cause after his resurrection he was a spirit being, as he was
hefore he was made flesh. As a spirit being, he appearcd and
disappeared, the doors being shut. Thus he taught his disciples
a double lesson:

(1) That he was no longer dead, but risen;

(2) That he was no longer a human, but a spirit being—
““put 1o death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.”’—
1 Peter 3:18—FEmphatic Diaglott.

As Bible students we are learning that we must strive more
earnestly than we have done to keep close to the Word of God.
It was the perfect man Adam who sinned and was sentenced to
death, and under the divine law he could be redeemed only by
the sacrifice of a perfect man. The Law declares, ¢“ An eye for
an cye, a tooth for a tooth, and a man’s life for a man’s life.’”’
Hence the blood of bulls and goats could never make atonement
for Adam’s sin; for they did not correspond. It was not a
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bullock nor a goat that had sinned and was to be redeemed,
but a perfect man.

Because all of the human family were children of Adam
and sharers in his death sentence, thercfore ‘‘no man could
give to God a ransom for his brother.”” (Psalm 49:7) God
s0 shut up the matter that Adam and his race could not have
been redecmed except by the finding of a perfeet man who
would be willing voluntarily to die on their behalf. It was
because there was no such man that God arranged with the
Logos, his only begotten, that he should beecome a man and be
the Redecmer of the race—Adam and all his children,

But even this might not be demanded of the Logos. The
heavenly Father, tlierefore, as St. I’aul points out, set before
his Son, the Logos, a great proposition; namely, that if he
would demonstrate his faith and loyalty to the extent of he-
coming man’s Redeemer, the Father would still more highly
exalt him and make him partaker of the divine nature, far
above angels and every name that is named. (Hcebrews 12:2;
Philippians 2:5-11) The Logos, full of faith and obedience,
heartily entered into the proposition, was made flesh, conse-
crated his life, kept nothing back, finished the work at Calvary,
and was raised from the dead by the Father to the heavenly
nature and glory and honor.

‘““THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”’

The TLogos was made Jesus. The work of Jesus in the
flesh, however, is not the completion of the divine plan, buat
merely the beginning of it. His death constitutes the Lusis of
all future blessings to the church and to the world. According
to the Father’s plan, an clect class was to be gathered out of
Israel and out of every mnation to he the chuveh of Christ, his
bride, associates with him in his throne, glory and work.

With the completion of the eleet, the kingdom for which
we pray, ‘*Thy kingdom come,’’ is to be established. Satan
is to be bound; all evil is to be brought to an end; every good
influence and enlightenment is to be shed; and he who died for
the world is thus to become the Light of the world. e has not
yet been the Light of the world, but merely a light to his
people. As St. John declared, hLis light shined in darkness, and
was not appreciated. Similarly the light of truth upheld hy
his consecrated church will not be appreciated, so strong are
the powers of the prince of darkness influencing the minds of
the world, which, as yet, lies in the wicked one.—1 John 5:19.

But the Prince of Life and his kingdom will cause the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God to fill the whole carth,
as the waters cover the great deep (Habakkuk 2:14), so that
none shall need to say to his brother, Know thou the Lord, for
all shall know him, from the least to the greatest. (Jeremiah
31:34) Thus according to his promise Jesus eventually will be
“‘the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into
the world.”” (V. 9.) The great mass of humanity have never
seen nor even heard of this true Light-—not merely the heathen
millions, but the masses in civilized lands.

The resurrection of the just will be necessary to bring the
church to glory and joint-heirship with her lord. But the
resurrection of the unjustified, which includes practically all
humanity, will be for the very purpose of permitting them to
sce the true Light, which God has provided in his Son and
which will be shed abroad during his Millennial kingdom. Only
those who refuse the light, preferring the darkness, will die
the seecond death.

“POWER TO BECOME SONS’’

John the Baptist was a messenger sent to call attention to
the Light, but he was not the Light. He was not even one
of the church class, of whom Jesus said, ‘“Ye are the light of
the world’’; for John the Baptist did not continue to live to
the time of the begetting of the Spirit, after our Lord’s
sacrifice,

The world recognized not the great One who was in
it, the Logos, by whom it was made. His own nation recog-
nized him not, but ecrucified him. Yet some then and some
since have received him, and to such he has given the power,
the right, the liberty, the privilege, to become children of God.
No such privilege was given to the Jews, nor to any of the
fallen race, until Pentecost—after Jesus had appeared in the
presence of God to make atonement for our sins.

These sons are all begotten of the holy Spirit. Theirs
is not a fleshly sonship. Their hirth of the Spirit will he the
resurrection change, when they shall he made like their Master,
see him as he is and share his glory.

CHRIST IN THE HEART

As some rare perfume in a vase of clay
Pervades it with a fragrance not its own,
So when thou dwellest in a mortal soul,
All heaven’s own sweetness seems around it thrown.
[5
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The heart alone, like a neglected harp,
Grows out of tune, and needs thy hand divine;
Dwell thou within it, tune and touch its chords,
Till every note and string shall answer thine.
Mzs. H. B. STOWE.



“MARRIAGE IS HONORABLE”

No matter what others may say or do, each one of the
Lord’s people is to be guided in his judgment by the letter and
spirit of God’s Word, the Bible. It declares, ‘‘Marriage is
honorable in all, and the marriage-bed not impure.’’ (Hebrews
13:4) St. Paul recommended that such of the Lord’s people
as desired to give themselves, completely, to the divine service
would doubtless be able to accomplish their sacrifice joyfully
by remaining unmarried. He tells his reason for this argu-
ment; but he does not say that the marriage state is unholy
or impure or in any way contrary to God’s law. He merely
declared that the married man, properly enough, would seek to
please his wife, and that the married woman would, naturally
and properly, seek to please her husband.

Thus, to be in the married condition would more or less
take away from the singleness of purpose with which the
individual would be able to serve God in body and in spirit.
(1 Cor. 7:32-35) 8t. Paul reminds the church that he had
found the single, or celibate, condition advantageous—that he
was able to accomplish greater service than if he had been
more or less mortgaged by the care of a companion and the
necessary duties toward that one.

But St. Paul points out distinetly that there is no law
of God to prohibit brothers and sisters in the Lord from
marrying if they find, in their judgment, that this is the
necessary or preferable thing in their cases—if they believe
that thercby they can carry out their consecration vows the
more acceptably.

We mention this because in some instances brethren and
sisters, in counseling the unmarried, have bcen going beyond
what is written—laying upon them burdens which the Lord
has never declared—telling them that to marry means to lose
the prize of our high calling. Good intentions cannot justify
one in such a course.

Additionally, we heard recently of a dear couple who have
an infant child, which properly they very dearly love. The
mother was shocked by some sisters intimating to her that it
should be considered a disgrace to be a mother, in view of
our expectation of great changes shortly.

We believe that those dear sisters made a mistake, They,
of course, have a right to think for themselves and to shape
their own courses in life according to their best judgment of
the Lord’s will. But they have no right to censure others for
having a different opinion on the subject. To his own Master
each servant stands or falls. Nothing in the Bible speaks dis-
respectfully of either fatherhood or motherhood—quite to the
contrary.

If, as the Apostle suggests, some of the Lord’s people
mutually agree to live celibate lives, it is a matter of their
own concern. If they thus make themselves eunuchs in the
interests of the Lord’s cause, that they may have the more
opportunity, energy and means to invest in the service of God,
it is their sacrifice at their own option, and they are to look
to the Lord for such reward as he sees best. But if it is their
option and they are to be rewarded, we should remember that
others have an equal option and may, if they think proper, take
an opposite course without condemnation from us, and, indeed,
without our feeling that we have even the least right to inter-
fere with their soeial rights and privileges.

The Golden Rule is very helpful to us in our dealing with
the brethren as well as in our dealings with the world. We
should do toward others as we would that they should do to-
ward us. We should grant them the same liberties that we
think proper for ourselves.

We fear that some of our readers have not given sufficient
attention to Chapter xii. of Vol. vI. of STUDIES IN THE SCRIP-
TURES, which examines this subject in detail.

FREE LITERATURE IN

We can supply literature on present truth in any of the
following languages: English, German, French, Swedish,
Danish, Norwegian, Finnish, Welsh, Polish, Hungarian, Hol-
landish, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Greek, Russian, Ar-
menian, Arabic, Tamil, Malayalam, Zulu, Esperanto, Maori,
Gujarati, Marathi, Telugu, Urdu, Chinese (Wenli, and Man-
darin), Korean and Japanese.

Also literature for the English-reading blind in American

THIRTY LANGUAGES

Braille, English Braille and New York Point; likewise litera-
ture for German, French, Swedish and Danish blind people.

We do not always have all of these in stock at Brooklyn,
but usually have the main supply nearcst the point of demand.
However, communicate with us if you are in the vieinity of
any of the above mentioned peoples and we shall be pleased
to co-operate with you by supplying the desired literature as
quickly as possible.

“CHOOSE YE THIS DAY”

DECEMBER 28.—John 3:16.

““For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.’’

The elosing of the year and the opening of a new one is
properly considered an opportune time for an inventory or
halancing of the books and the earrying forward of profit and
loss, and the determination of advantagcous policies for the
future. It would he a pity and a shame for all of us if we
should be thus prudent in respect to earthly matters, and care-
less as respects higher interests. We may safely say that no
human soul ean strike a thoroughly satisfactory balance of ac-
counts at the close of this year unless Jesus has been a partner
and counselor and guide. And every one dissatisfied with his
status of affairs at the close of the year—every one who finds
himself weary and heavy-laden, perplexed and discouraged—we
would like to have know how to begin the new year aright by
entering into covenant relationship with the Redeemer, who
declares, ‘‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest.’’

Today’s Study is full of helpful instructions. The very first
lesson that all need to learn is that ‘“God so loved the world.”’
No other message than that has any attraction for thinking
people. The diffieulty with the world and with the church in
the past has been that we have not emphasized the love of God.
How could we do so when our eyes of understanding were mis-
directed by our creeds away from the God of the Bible to a
creedal image which pictured the heavenly Father in most
Satanic colors—more loveless, more unjust, more diabolical
than any human being we have ever known and than any demon
we can possibly imagine! It is well for us as Christians that
we have tried to forget those horrible pictures and instead to
fill our minds with precious Scripture texts such as the one
of today’s lesson.

But while we have thus gotten away from the ¢‘doctrines
of devils,”” as St. Paul ealls them (1 Timothy 4:1), we forget
that Christendom is still holding up those terribly slanderous
creeds before the world, hindering them from getting even a
glimpse of the length, breadth, height and depth of the ‘‘love
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of God which passeth all understanding,’’ and giving them,
instead, awful misrepresentations—of the height and depth
and length and breadth of divine injustice. We have thus been
unintentionally driving the world away from God, instead of
helping them in their endeavor to feel after a friend, the true
God.

But the people of God are awakening to the truth, and
gradually gaining courage to assert it and to ‘‘show forth
the praises of him who called us out of darkness into his mar-
velous light.”” We are now met with the difficulty that the
world has so thoroughly believed our blasphemy of the divine
character that they can scarcely belicve the gracious message
of the Bible when we bring it to them—the message of great
joy.

¢‘MIGHT NOT PERISH'’

The very text we are considering illustrates our bondage, our
blindness of the past, and tells us of God’s rightcousness. It
does not say, as we once supposed, that God gave his only be-
gotten Son to save us from eternal torture. Quite to the con-
trary, it declares that his mission was and is to save from per-
ishing. We know what perishing significs. The brute beasts,
when they die, perish, because God has made no provision for
their resurrection. And mankind under the death sentence,
‘“Dying, thou shalt die,”’ would have perished like the brute
beast, without hope, had it not been for God’s mercy and pro-
vision in Christ. ¢‘Christ died for our sins’’—¢‘tasted death
for every man’’—to the intent that, the sentence of death
having been thus satisfied, all men might have a resurrection.

Without the death of Jesus our race would perish like the
brute beast. Because of his death there is to be a resurrection,
not only of the just who now come into harmony with God
through faith, but also of the unjust—the unjustified, who have
not yet come to a knowledge of God, whose eyes of understand-
ing have not yet been opened to see the grace of God and its
length and breadth and height and depth. Thus we read that
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““as all in Adam die, so all in Christ shall be made alive.’’
Even ‘“as by a man can.e death, by a man also [Christ Jesus]
comes the resurrection of the dead’’—*‘every man in his own
order.’’

It is St. Paul himself who particularly points out to us that,
unless there be a resurrection of the dead, there is no hope of
a future life, but all who have fallen asleep are perished. It is
he who points out that, because Jesus died for our sins and
has been raised from the dead by the Father, we have an assur-
ance that all who sleep in Jesus—all who were purchased by
the redeeming blood—the whole world of mankind—will God
bring from the dead with him. Therefore we need not sorrow
as those who have no hope—even in respect to our friends and
relatives who are not in Christ and have not the hope of the
church.—See 1 Corinthians 15.

THE ‘‘BETTER RESURRECTION'’

The chief resurrcetion to glory, honor and immortality is
only for those who are called during this Gospel age, who re-
ecive thoe call into honest hearts, and who lay aside every weight
and run.the race for the prize with patience. These saintly
ones Jesus declares will constitute the royal priesthood, who, in
association with himself as the Royal Chief Priest, will be en-
gaged in blessing the world, restoring the world, resurrecting
the world from sin and death, during the thousand years of
his Messianic reign.

The resurrection of the church begins in the present life
with believers, who in their minds rise in newness of life into
Christ.  (Colossians 3:1) These will be perfected by the in-
stantancous change mentioned by the Apostle, ‘‘When this
mortal shall put on immortality,”’ they ¢‘shall be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye’’; for ‘‘flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God.’’—1 Corinthians 15:50.

¢‘WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM’’

The divine plan is purposely arranged so that none can ob-
tain everlasting life except through a personal relationship to
Christ, the Redecmer, and the exercise of faith in his redeem-
ing blood and obedience to his counsels. This being true, none
of the heathen are saved yet. None of those who lived before
Jesus came into the world are saved. And the great mass of
our friends and neighbors, yea, of our own families, are still
unsaved, because they have not come into vital relationship with
the Savior. ‘‘He that hath the Son hath life’’; ‘‘he that hath
not the Son shall not see life.’”—1 John 5:12; John 3:36.

St. Paul, commenting upon the fact that Jesus died for all
—a Ransom-price for all—declares that this is to be testified
in due time. (1 Timothy 2:5, 6) God’s due time for the testi-
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mony to reach the world evidently has not yet come. The testi-
mony began when Jesus ‘‘brought life and immortality to light
through his Gospel.’’ As we read, ‘‘So great salvation began
to be spoken by our Lord.’’—Hebrews 2:3.

Since then, a few here and there have had the hearing
ear, have heard of the grace of God and have seen something
of his divine providences. Jesus congratulated this class, saying,
‘‘Blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they
hear.”” The great mass of mankind see not and hear not,
because, as St. Paul explained, the God of this world hath
blinded the minds of those that believe not, that thus he
might hinder them from sccing the true light of the grace of
God, as it shines in the face of our Lord Jesus.—2 Corin-
thians 4:4-6.

God has permitted this blindness, but declares that it
will soon end; that under the blessed influences of Messiah’s
kingdom the true light shall shine everywhere; and not only so,
but he also assures us that ‘“all the blind eyes shall be opened,
and all the deaf ears shall be unstopped.’”” What a blessed
vista this opens before us on behalf of the poor world! We
see that God has special grace and blessing for his faithful
chureh, the little flock, the saints; but now we perceive that he
has a blessing also for the world, although a different blessing
from that which he has provided for the church.

Our text tells us of this, assuring us that God not only
loved the church, but also loved the world—mnot only redeemed
the church, but also redeemed the world. All will have an
opportunity that, by believing, they may attain everlasting life.
The life provided for the world, however, according to the
Bible, will be very different from that provided for the church.
The latter are to have life on the divine plane, being made par-
takers of the divine nature; and they are to be sharers of the
glory, honor and immortality of the Master. The world, by
faith and obedience during the Messianic kingdom, will be
privileged to re-attain the earthly life and perfection which
Adam lost, and which Jesus redeemed for the world at Calvary.

All the willing and obedient may thus come into relation-
ship with the Life-giver and obtain the everlasting life, the
eternal life, which was given to father Adam conditionally and
lost by disobedience. Nevertheless, all who will refuse this
grace of God in Christ and fail to come into vital union with
him will perish. But they will not perish in the first, or Adamic
death, from which all were redeemed and will be rescued by
the Master. Their perishing will be in the second death, for
their own wilful sins, and there will be no hope of recovery;
““for Christ dieth no more.”’ None will be redeemed from the
second death.

SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

EVIL SPIRITS AND THE EDITOR’S COMMENT
Dear Brother in Christ:—

Greetings in the name of our dear Redeemer and King., T
take this opportunity of reporting to you what, to my mind, is
a most remarkable manifestation of the fallen angels.

Some six weeks ago I started to do some Extension work in
a private way, there being no class here.

Much interest was aroused, and four symbolized their con-
secration. Among these was a young man, Brother J. He
grew rapidly, and gave all the evidences of begetting of the
holy Spirit.

One day he asked Brother B. if he had ever been bothered
by the fallen angcls. Brother B. said no; he never gave them
an occasion, and asked Brother J. if he had ever been troubled.
He said no; but he thought he had seen something at his win-
dow, remarking that he had not been to the Lord with the
matter.

That evening the friends were to have a testimony meeting
at Brother B.’s house. Brother B. invited Brother J. to have
supper with him. He did so. In the meantime they went out
to do some chores, and while they were out Brother J.’s father
came in and told those in the house that his son was going
erazy. Brother J. went in and soon after was told what his
father had said. He went back to Brother B. and told him
about it. Then he stepped away out of sight to pray. When
he came back he said it was all right.

The two then returned to the house, and Brother J. asked
them if they thought they had ever had a trial. They said,
Yes. He told them they had had no trial. He stepped away
and lifted his hand as if to pray ard said, ‘‘Listen!’’
Then he came baeck to them and said that they should not
worry, everything was all right.

They then went to supper and Brother J. was asked to in-
voke the blessing. He had no more than finished when he

jumped from the table and began to bounce over the room and
seatter the furniture and to talk in an unknown tongus. This
lasted about two minutes and then it left him. He said, *‘Isn’t
this awful? they are trying to break down the Truth.’”’ All
suggested that they pray, and did so, Brother J. joining in.
But he broke right out again.

When he is rational he says that it is the fallen angels; but
his people think him erazy. He warned his wife against the
evil spirits and said that they were very cunning, and he could
not resist doing the things they told him to do. He remem-
bers all he has done, but is in a stupor much of the time.

The whole country is worked up, and the people have sud-
denly become very bitter against the Truth. Do you think
this might be permitted more extensively, thus bringing re-
proach upon the Truth and the Lord’s people?

Should you have any suggestions to make, we would be
very pleased to hear from you.

Your brother by His grace,
THE EDITOR'S REPLY
DEAR BROTHER:—

Your letter is before me. The case you relate is a sad one.
I fully agree with you that Satan and all the fallen angels
would be especially desirous of gaining an influence over those
who espouse the cause of present truth. In proportion as
we have the truth and present it, we are their enemies, even
as they are the enemies of the Lord and of the Truth. The
only safe course for anybody, and especially anybody accepting
present truth, is to follow the suggestions of the Vow. Who-
ever recognizes that there are only two masters—Christ and
Satan—should resolve to have nothing whatever to do with
anything that is of Satan.

Such should be as speedily as possible informed respeeting
the fallen angels and their constant endeavor to misrepresent
the truth and to injure humanity—especially the ‘‘children of

BeN H. Bovyp.
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