(142-147)

nations, and I find the Preshyterians just as worthy as any.
1 have been eareful in my thoughts, yet held my mind open
to conviction. Years of knocking about on the mission field
from nearly one end of Canada to the other, has had its effeet.
When 1 became fully acquainted with the workings behind
the scenes, I was astounded. I have fclt so many times that
our people were not treated fairly, and certainly many of our
poor missionaries were shamefully used, and could not defend
themselves. I have certainly wondered where the hearts of
the older and more prosperous ministers were. The city of
is the limit! One city minister told me a few days
ago that the church, i. e, the Preshyterian chureh here, had
all gone to the devil. Those were his words. Another minister,
a Preshyterian, too, was up to our class on Wednesday last,
and is reading the first volume; he knows something is wrong,
and what he sces is not Christianity. Is it not strange that
so many of our ministers are down on the truth people! It
must be because we hold to the Bible.

Say, Brother, take a look behind the scenes and see every
big city minister in lay hold of evolution and deny
the ransom of Jesus Christ! This year I became heartsick
and resolved to remain at home, attend no church, and try
to study and love the Bible, as it was the only thing I had
worth while. I have not been preaching for awhile on aec-
count of poor health, but have been looking on. I knew we
should assemble, hut where I could not say. It was not at
former places. Strange, I had never heard of Bible Students
or read Pastor Russell’s books. A friend of mine invited me
to a meeting one evening, and I went. On returning home
I told Mrs. Farrer that [ had heard more Seripture than I
had studied and heard all the while T had been at the coast,
all packed into one talk. It was certainly a wonderful talk.
It shook me up; I never heard the like, and I told my wife
that that man had the hest of the argument by a mile.

During the following week I got hungry for more, but did
not know where to go or what literature to get. However,
I knew about the meeting the next Sunday, so I went to
see if T could get auything to read. I did and hurried home
to sce what I had. T was not anxious to be seen around the
place. T tell you, Brother, I soon found out what a prize I
had in that first volume. We had absolutely nothing to com-
pare with the first, fifth and sixth volumes, in college. I
have wondered why we did not have them as text books. It
was only after I got started in the truth that I knew that
Pastor C. T. Russell was the author of the books. I tell you,
Brother Adams, I rejoice to be called a fool for Jesus’ sake.

I attended Mr. Wilson’s church while down in the eity.
Poor Wilson, I knew him before I went to college, but he
is at sea, in the same boat as we were all in. The faet is
we learned nothing mueh of the Bible at college. I am send-
ing a letter of withdrawal to the Presbytery and will mail
you a copy later om.

With mueh Christian love, I am your brother in Christ,

W. H. FARRER.

THE PEOPLE FREE? NOT SO THE MINISTERS
SOMETHING INTERESTING FROM AN INQUIRING FRIEND

I wrote the following to a Preshyterian minister:

Dear Sir:—Do you subseribe to the following statement,
taken from the Confession of Faith?—¢¢The bodies of men
after death return to dust, and see corruption, but their souls
(which neither die nor sleep), having an immortal subsistence,
immediately return to God who gave them. The souls of the
righteous, heing then made perfect in holiness, are received
into the highest heavens, where they behold the face of God
in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their
hodies; and the souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where
they remain in torments and utter darkness, reserved to the
judgment of the great day. Besides these two places for
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souls separated from their bodies, the Seripture acknowledgeth
none.

‘¢At the last day, such as are found alive shall not die, but
be changed; and all the dead shall be raised up with the self-
same bodies, and none other, although with different qualities,
which shall be united again to their souls forever.’’—Confes-
ston of Faith, Chapter XXXII, 1, 2.

The following is the answer from said minister:

Dear Mr. :—Perhaps next week I may be able to
call and see you, but as we have special meetings this week,
I could not do so before.

I take it for granted that your inquiry relates to your real
relationship to God and is not simply a matter of speecula-
tion. For I have no time nor inelination to engage in simple
discussion and argument. Life is too short for that.

Nor do I care to defend the teachings of theology, which
are quite different things from religion, for nobody is asked
to accept Preshyterian theology—or even read it-—exeept min-
isters, elders and deacons; you doubtless are aware of that.
The first and only thing we require of private members of
the church is to accept Jesus Christ, God inearnate, as Savior
and Lord. Sincerely yours,

What would be an appropriate answer on my part?

THE EDITOR’S REFPLY

I would not attempt to discuss the matter further with
the gentleman, but would merely thank him for his kind letter,
and say that, as I was neither a minister nor an elder of the
Presbyterian church, my conscience would go free; but that
I had a sympathy for elders and ministers. I would proceed
to say that, having found something satisfactory on the sub-
jeet of ‘‘The State of Men after Death, and of the Resurrec-
tion of the Dead’’ (heading of chapter in the ‘¢ Confession,’’
from which the extract is copied), I ventured to recommend to
him STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES by Pastor Russell, the books
which God blessed to my heart and head enlightenment, hop-
ing they might prove a blessing to him also.

Dear Brethren:

Re the Dayton Flood: The newspaper reports of the num-
ber of dead have been much exaggerated. It is indeed sad,
and many thrilling experiences and miraculous rescues have
been reported.

As far as we can learn up to this writing, none of the
Dayton ecclesia were drowned, although a number of us have
had thrilling experiences and narrow escapes. The shricks
and wails of the panie-stricken people, mingled with the moans
of drowning horses, etc., were terrible to hear. It turned our
minds to Daniel’s description of the great time of trouble.

Sister Pottle and Sister H. F. Rieck were confined to an
attic with the writer for about thirty hours before the sisters
were rescued by boats. Here the value of the truth was
manifested. God’s promised grace to help in time of mneed
was surely manifest, as the sisters were calm and composed.
In the most perilous moments, onc of the sisters ealmly said,
‘“Well, perhaps the time has come.’”’

Our experience has been a valuable one. After forty-cight
hours of confinement, the writer waded through about four
feet of water for four squares, where the troops helped him
into a boat and then to the landing. Brother Driscoll, also,
will have some thrilling experiences to relate to you.

We still have many, many blessings to count. One of the
greatest is the knowledge of the truth, and the love of the
brethren. This experience will draw us closer together, as
we have learned of the dear brethren’s anxiety and efforts for
our rescue,

Beloved, remember us kindly at the throne of grace, that
we may be meek, humble and serviceable.

Your brother by participation,
P. D. PorTLE.—Dayton, Ohio.

VoL, XXXI1V
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A CONVINCING PROOF OF THE RESURRECTION
‘‘Be not faithless, but believing.’’—John 20:27
Previous to the oceasion of the words of our text, St. helieve on any such testimony as he had received. He said,

Thomas, the Apostle, had not been present at any of the
manifestations of Jesus after his resurrection. Thomas seems
to have bheen of a rather skeptical turn of mind. He heard
the other apostles telling about what they had seen, about
the manifestations that had taken place, and he felt that on
such evidences he could not believe in the resurrection of Jesus.
He thought that his brethen had been too easily deceived.

St. Thomas did not accredit his fellow disciples with an
attempt at deceiving him; but as he declared, he would not

“‘Unless I see the spear mark, unless T shall see in his hands
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, T will not be-
lieve.”” You ecannot convince me that he is not dead. You
cannot convince me that a person put to death after that
manner is again alive. I cannot say where the deception came
from, but you brethren are too casily deceived.

A week later, Jesus appeared in the ‘‘upper room’’ a
second time. After saluting the company, he said to St.
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Thomas, ‘‘Reach hither thy finger and behold my hands; and
reach hither thy hand and thrust it into my side; and be
not faithless, but believing.’’ Again, he said, ‘* A spirit hath
not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”” The disciples did
not see, evidently, the spirit being. They saw merely a ma-
terialization—actual flesh and bones. St. Thomas did as the
Lord had requested. Then he said, ¢‘My Lord and my God!’’
He acknowledged that Jesus was the Lord. It was not an
apparition. The brethren had not been decceived. He was the
one who had come very near being deceived by his own lack
of faith.

We cannot doubt that in this incident the Lord has given
to all of his followers a very helpful lesson. Had none of
the apostles even seemed to doubt the Lord’s resurrection,
they might have failed to bring out convincing proof of the
fact., They might afterward have thought to themselves,
‘“Why did we not make further investigation?’’ But here
we have evidence of the investigation.

There are some people who are naturally very cautious.
St. Thomas seems to have been one of these. We cannot
think that the Lord is displeased with such characters. From
our standpoint, indeed, the person who is ineclined to be some-
what critical is rather to be approved. We would naturally
incline to disapprove those who are too easily credulous, too
easily persuaded. We are even to think highly of those who
are of the mental attitude of St. Thomas. We are glad that
there was one such hard thinker as this Apostle.

The Lord said in this connection, ‘‘Because thoun hast seen,
thou hast believed. Blessed are those who have not seen, and
yet have believed.’’ There might be a question as to what
the Lord meant by these words. He may have meant, Do not
congratulate yourself that you were not easy to convince; or
he may have meant, There is a special blessing for those who
have faith-—who believe without seeing.

There were above five hundred brethren amongst the dis-
ciples at the time of our Lord’s crucifixion. The Apostle
says that he was seen of these at one time. (1 Corinthians
15:6) But afterwards the brethren were obliged to believe
without seeing, merely on the testimony of others. We are
in this category ourselves. All the Christian church through-
out the Gospel age have believed without seeing the outward
demonstration. Whether on this aceount the Lord would be
specially pleased with us, we know not. But we think not.
Whether we believe on slight evidence or on greater evidence
is dependent upon the structure of the brain. God seems
to have made provision that all those called of him may have
a sufficiency of evidence. And he gives us the additional evi-
dence from the days of the apostles to help to sustain our
faith, We have the benefit of the doubts of St. Thomas and
of our Lord’s demonstration of his change of nature.

FAITH THE CENTER OF CHRISTIAN PROGRESS

The question might be asked, Why did Jesus lay stress
upon the importance of faith? Why did he imply that St.
Thomas eould not be his disciple at all without believing?
There are many who tell us that they cannot see that faith
has any province, that they see no reason why God should
bless faith, that in their opinion God should reward us for
the doing. They say, ‘“We are doing all the good works that
we can.”’ The Bible always sustains the thought that any
one who does not do to the best of his ability shall receive
stripes. But the Bible also holds out the other thought—
that God purposes to reward his people according to their
faith; that whoever cannot exercise perfect faith cannot be
hig disciple; that if one has not faith, it is impossible for
him to get into the kingdom.

In God’s arrangement, faith has been made the very center
of Christian progress—faith in the things he has done, faith
in the things he has promised to do. Faith is the thing whieh,
by God’s grace, enables us to avail ourselves of the wonder-
ful opportunities of this present time. ¢‘Without faith it is
impossible to please God.”” But this does not mean that
conditions will always be as now, or that God will forever
reject those who, on account of their mental make-up, cannot
now exercise faith, but it means that at the present time He
will save no others than the faithful.

The Scriptures very clearly indicate, however, that after
the selection of the church, and the reward of their faith,
the Lord will then deal with the world through the class which
exercise faith now—through Christ and the church—for the
blessing of all mankind. In the next age less faith will be
required than now. Messiah’s kingdom established, will be
openly manifested. Then mankind will not be obliged to walk
by faith. They will walk by sight, whereas now we must
walk by faith and not by sight.

From the natural standpoint it looks as though God were
not ruling the world at all, but that the world were being
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ruled by chance or by Satan himself—so different are con-
ditions from what we would expect if God were recognized
as the great King. Consequently we must exercise faith, if
we are to receive the blessing at this time. By and by, during
the Messianic rule, when everything contrary to righteousness
will be punished, and everything in harmony with righteous-
ness will be rewarded, then all opposers »f righteousness will
be cast down, and all lovers of righteousness will be pros-
perous. That will be the time of walking by sight.

In the present time we must walk by faith because ours
is a special salvation. The ‘‘high calling’’ is a peculiar
privilege, for a special class. In the next age, however, man-
kind’s unbalance of mind through the fall will be compen-
sated for. Those who need much demonstration will have
much; those who need less will have less., The matter will
be made so clear that there will be no exeuse for any one
not to attain to full obedience of works, and these works
will gradually lead them up to full humaun perfection. God
has made nothing unreasonable in his laws and requirements,
his every demand is reasonable and essential.

OUR LORD’S CHANGE OF NATURE

Putting ourselves into the position of the diseiples during
the forty days after Jesus had arisen from the dead, we can
readily imagine that they were considerably confused. One
and another of them had been witnesses of strange things—
they could not explain what, but they had seen what purported
to be Jesus—on one occasion the appearance was as the gard-
ener, on another occasion as a stranger, ete. They saw no mark
of identity, and did not really know whether they had seen
him at all. On another occasion, looking very much like his
former self, he appeared in their midst, the doors being shut.
They could not imagine how a human being could have come
in while the doors were shut. Therefore there was consider-
able perplexity.

The Scriptures give us to understand that the reason why
our Lord thus manifested himself in various forms was that
God raised Jesus from the dead to a different plane of ex-
istence—as a spirit being. The Scriptures declare, ‘‘Now the
Lord is that Spirit.”’ (2 Corinthians 3:17) The second Adam
is the heavenly Lord. He is not the earthly man Jesus. This
explanation we can appreciate because we are living since
Pentecost. We can see and understand that Jesus had be-
come a spirit being, and that like the angels he could, where
it was necessary, appear like a human being. We would not
question at all that if Jesus had any reason for showing the
identiecal body that had been ecrucified he could have appeared
in it, could have opened the door and the apostles could have
been blinded, so that they could not see the door opening and
shutting, as he entered. But the account contradicts such
supposition and is very explicit in the statement that ¢‘the
dcors were shut,”’ not that the apostles did not see them
open, but that they did not open at all. In the second state-
ment—when St. Thomas was present—our Lord appeared in
the same manner, ‘‘The doors being shut.”’—John 20:19, 26.

‘While Jesus could have hrought the body, and could have
maintained himself inside of it as a spirit being, he did not
do so. If he had done this they would have been deceived,
supposing that he had arisen in his body of flesh in which
he had been crucified. Therefore he appeared in different
bodies of flesh, but under conditions that left no doubt as to
hig identity. He knew that after the disciples had received
the holy Spirit all would be plain to them. So he made no
attempt to explain to them at that time, but merely kept them
in touch with himself until after the Pentecostal blessings had
come, when they were able to understand from the true view-

oint.

P Our thought, therefore, would be that the body in which
our Lord appeared was materialized. This was not a decep-
tion. It was intended, on the contrary, to keep the disciples
from being deccived. Being natural men, they could not ap-
preciate a change from human nature to spirit nature. There-
fore this appearance was to help them over a difficulty—to
keep them from saying ‘‘He is not risen.’’

RESURRECTION MUCH MISUNDERSTOOD

The disciples could see that our Lord had a different power
altogether from what he had hefore he died. Thus he ap-
peared time and again during the forty days—a few minutes
at a time. This very cvidently was to accomplish the purpose
of demonstrating to them that he was a spirit being, that
he had power to come and go like the wind, that he could
appear in the flesh when necessary, and then vanish at will,
and that he could come in one form and another form. This
was the great lesson by which he purposed to keep them from
being in any way deceived,

We cannot imagine how Jesus could have substantiated
his resurrection and confirmed the faith of his diseiples ir
any better way. If he had remained with them as a man,
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they would have felt bound to believe that the same person-
ality, the same flesh, was his still, and they would have been
unable to understand his word, ‘‘Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the age.”” But now they could under-
stand that as he had appeared and vanished from sight, al-
though rcally present with them throughout the forty days,
he could also in a different sense, he with them all through
the Gospel age, and return in person when nccessary, in the
end of the age.

We see no deception in this, but an aveidance of decep-
tion. We are to remember that it took several of these mani-
festations to attest the faet that he was a changed being.
If the disciples had thought of him as a man in heaven, it
would have led them into scrious diffieulty, just as we see is
now the case with our friends in the nominal churches, who
think Jesus arose in the same flesh, and that he retains that
flesh in heaven. As the hymn says,

““‘ITive bleeding wounds he bears,
Received on Calvary;

They pour effectual prayers,
They strongly plead for me.’’

Our friends believe this. We ask them if they think that
as Jesus hears the marks, the scars, of his wounded flesh,
that all of his followers will likewise hear theirs. They an-
swer, Yes. Then we remind them that some of them were
most horribly maltreated, often multilated, before they died.
Think of those who were beheaded; and those who met with
accidents and wounds! If they are to hear those marks and
bruises in heaven, or be headless, they will be a disfigured set.

We show them that those who hold this view do not be-
lieve at all in the redemption—the redemption of which the
Bible treats. We quote to our friends, ‘‘He poured out his
soul unto death;’’ he made ‘‘his soul an offering for sin.’’
Yes, they answer, we believe that his fleshly body was sacri-
ficed. We reply, His fleshly body will only redeem the fleshly
body of Adam. But Adam had more than the fleshly body.
It was the soul of Adam that sinned—and Jesus must have
given a soul in order to redeem Adam.—Isaiah 53:10, 12.

If the body never was a part of Jesus, then it was not
Jesus that died, but his body; it was not he that was humili-
ated, but his body; it was not he who left his glory that was
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sacrificed, but his body. Now, if the body never was Jesus,
then he deceived mankind into thinking that he was a man;
and he deceived the Apostle into saying that ‘‘he who was
rich, for our sakes became poor.’’ (2 Corinthians 8:9) Then
to speak of his being tempted, as the Apostle Paul spoke of
bim, was wrong, for he could not be tempted like us, if he
were altogether of a different nature. So we sece that the
truth, as the Bible teaches it, is harmonious.

THE RESURRECTION OF THE WORLD

The first resurrection, Christ’s resurrection, began with the
glorious change of our Lord, more than eighteen centuries
ago, and as his resurrection, it will be completed when the
last member of his body shall have experienced the change
from earthly to heavenly, divine nature. The world’s resur-
rection cannot take place before that of the church, but must
follow it. The ancient worthies will be the first of the earthly
class to be resurrected to human nature. But their resurrec-
tion will not be at the same time as that of the church, but
later—as the Apostle says, ‘‘They, without us, shall not be
made perfect.”’—Hebrews 11:39, 40.

The awakening of the world will probably not begin for
fifty or a hundred years after the kingdom has been estab-
lished. During that time, however, the resurrection process—
the raising up gradually—will be in operation amongst the
nations then living. As gradually nations, peoples, kindreds
and tongues are awakened, they must be brought to a knowl-
edge of the truth, and must give the assent of their wills, be-
fore any resurrection processes begin to operate in them. This
work will continue all down through the thousand years of
Messiah’s reign.

The world’s resurrection will not be fully completed until
the end of the thousand years, while the church’s resurree-
tion will be completed at the beginning of the thousand years.
For this reason it would be improper to say that the resur-
rections of the just and of the unjust take place at the same
time. Indeed, the world will not be raised up fully until,
at the close of the thousand years, they shall be turned over
to God, even the Father; for one result of the fall was the
loss of the heavenly Father’s favor and fellowship. Mankind
will not be delivered out of that feature of the fall until the
Mediator shall have accomplished his work in them.

THE MANNER OF MOTHER EVE'S TEMPTATION

““Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.

And he said unto the woman,

Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree in the garden?’’-—Genesis 3:1.

The Seriptural teaching that God knows no sin, signifies
that he practises no sin. He commits no sin, connives at
no sin. He is not an assistant to sin. He cannot look upon
sin with any degree of allowance. He shows no favor, no
light of his countenance, no light of his eye, on anything
that is sinful. On the contrary, he would turn his back upon
these things. He would not have the slightest sympathy
with anything sinful.

If, therefore, man were sinful in the largest possible de-
gree, God would have no sympathy with him. The Scriptures
present the thought that man is not thus sinful in the high-
est degree, but that he is sinful on account of weaknesses;
that these weaknesses had their start, or beginning, away back
in the disobedience of father Adam; and that father Adam’s
death penalty came upon him as the result of his disobedience,
as recorded in Genesis. Because man is thus a sinner by
nature rather than by will, therefore God has purposed to
redeem him from the curse and to give him full reconciliation
with himself by the restitution to be accomplished by our
Lord Jesus under the Messianic kingdom,

Such as will not conform to the laws and regulations of
that kingdom will be accounted as wilful sinners. God will
not look upon them with any degree of allowance. He will
take from them every right and privilege. They will be
destroyed. As it is written, ‘¢ All the wicked will he [God]
destroy,’’ in the second death.—Psalms 145:20.

DECEPTION THROUGH MENTAL SUGGESTION

There is intelligent sin, Those who know right and do
wrong are wilful sinners. The great wilful sinner, aceord-
ing to the Scriptures, is Satan. Ife was a murderer from
the beginning, we read, and abode not in the truth. (John
8:44) He murdered our race by his deception. He did not
tell the truth, but he misrepresented it. He told mother
Eve that she would not die, if she ate of the forbidden fruit;
and that she would have wisdom and knowledge such as she
craved. We are not to understand that Satan did this in a
direct way, but through the serpent.

According to the Secriptures, the serpeant at that time did
not ereep, but was next in intelligence to our first parents.

Satan used this serpent to counsel Eve to disobey the Creator.
Eve should have said, ‘“Who is this that teaches me to dis-
obey the great Creator who made man?’’ The temptation
came, however, in a very deceptive manner. The serpent
spake not by words, but, apparently, by actions. It went
continually to the tree of whose fruit Adam and Eve were
forbidden to eat, and ate of the fruit,

Mother Eve saw that the serpent ate of the fruit and
that it was the wisest of all ecattle. Then the thought occurred
to her that the reason why the serpent was the wisest of all
cattle was because it ate of the tree, the forbidden fruit.
Next the thought came that the reason why they were not to
eat of the fruit of the tree was that they might be kept from
being as intelligent as they might otherwise be. Lastly, the
thought was suggested, If you eat of the fruit of that tree,
the influence of that fruit upon you will make youn as God
himself. You will know everything. So it was this indireet
teaching under the obsession of the serpent by Satan that
constituted the serious deception which came to Eve.

DEGRADATION OF THE SERPENT NOT AN INJUSTICE

It might be argued that mother Eve did not sin. She
did sin. She knew that she had no right to violate the com-
mand which she had received. Every one who does wrong
knowingly commits sin. We might just as well excuse the
man who steals a thousand dollars. He knows at the time
that he is stealing a thousand dollars. Whether he is ever
caught or not, the wrong has been committed.

In other words, the wrong starts with the heart, with a
willingness or intention to do wrong. Such a one is a sinner
—a transgressor of the law. So mother Eve was a trans-
gressor of the law, and in that sense she was amenable to
the penalty. The serpent was not, however, a moral being,
that he should receive a special punishment as a ecriminal.
The criminal was Satan, who will one day be destroyed, as
will also those who have his spirit, his disposition.

There was a certain penalty, however, meted out upon
the serpent—not for its punishment, for it had done noth-
ing contrary to its nature, but to make the serpent a synonym
of sin, because it was the tool of sin. The serpent became
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the symbol of Satan and of sin. When the children of Israel
were disobedient in the wilderness, God permitted them to
be bitten by fiery serpents. He instructed Moses to raise up
a brazen serpent upon a pole, that whoever looked upon it
might live. (Numbers 21:6-9) Our Lord said that ‘‘As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”” (John
3:14, 15) XEven as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness for the healing of the people, so all may be healed by
looking to our Lord for the help necessary.

There was no injustice done to the serpent, when God
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said, ‘‘On thy belly shalt thou go.”’ God has made no cove-
nant with any one except his intelligent creatures. So if an
ox were degraded to the condition of a bullfrog, there would
be no violation of justice. The serpent and other beasts have
life as an unmerited favor from the great Creator. No creature
would have the least right to question whatever privileges
or blessings would come to him. To simply degrade the beast
from one form of life to another form of life was no injustice.
It is, however, a lesson in humility, which has been profitable,
more or less, all through the six thousand years of man’s
history, and will be profitable all through Messiah’s coming
glorious reign of righteousness.

STORMS ON

THE SEA OF LIFE

‘‘He maketh the storm a calm.’’—Psalm 107:29.

If there is anything in the world which causes a man to
feel his own littleness it is a. storm at sea. The voyagers
realize that no human arm could ealm that storm. The text,
then, refers to the Almighty One, our heavenly Father. Our
heavenly Father, however, always uses instrumentalities. The
Scriptures tell us that after he had created one great being,
he rested. This One was the Logos, the only begotten of
the Father, the first-born of all creation. (Colossians 1:15;
Revelation 3:14) All the power the Father has since exer-
cised has been through the Lord Jesus.

The passage of Scripture used as our text may not have
been understood fully and completely by the Psalmist, the
one who uttered this prophecy. Like many other Scriptures
it has a special application to the church of Christ. The
Apostle Paul tells us that these things were written before-
hand for our admonition, instruction. (1 Corinthians 10:11)
We believe that nearly all the prophecies recognize the Lord
and his body first. There have been many storms permitted
by the Liord to come upon the little company of his followers.
Sometimes the whole journey of life has been a stormy one.
We sometimes sing, ‘“When the storms of life are raging.’’
In his epistles, the Apostle intimates that those who do not
have storms, trials and difficulties lack proof that they are
God’s children; for God would not be dealing with such as
his children.—Hebrews 12:7, 8.

If we are children of God, we need to have trials and
testings, that these may make us meet for the inheritance
of the saints in light. (Colessians 1:12) In all these expe-
riences, the tendency of the trial is to drive us nearer to the
Lord, to make us feel that we need the divine shelter and
carc. And so a blessing comes out of these storms. We are
not to think of God as making these storms, either literal or
figurative. Satan is the great enemy. While literal storms
come about by natural laws, apparently, yet there may be a
power exercised by spirit beings to produce them. During
our Lord’s ministry a storm of this kind was raised on the
Sea of Galilee. The storm was so sudden and so great that,
although the lake is not very large, the boat seemed in danger
of going down, and the disciples, although experienced fisher-
men, were in terror. Jesus was asleep in the end of the boat.
They eame to him and said, ‘‘Master! carest Thou-not that
we perish?’’

STORMS A TEST OF FAITH

Satan knew that Jesus and the disciples were in the boat
on the sca. Perhaps he thought that by ecausing this storm
he could destroy Jesus and thwart the Father’s plan. Jesus
rebuked the storm. This he would not have done, we suppose,
if it had been caused by the Father. Then he applied the
lesson to the disciples, saying, ‘O ye of little faith, why
did ye doubt?’’

The Lord’s evident intention in letting the storm go as
far as it did was to test the faith of the disciples, and to
give a lesson sueh as this text is giving us now. It would
cause them to remember in future years, in all their difficul-
ties, whether from their own imperfections, or the imperfec-
tions of others, or as the result of the work of fallen angels,
that all things were under divine oversight. This also we
should remember: We have the assurance that all these things

will work for good to us, and that he will with the temptation
provide also a way of escape, that we may be able to bear it.
—1 Cor. 10:13.

This was illustrated in the storm on the sea, and the Lord’s
act in rebuking the storm. So if we have trials and difficul-
ties, we should cry unto the Lord—we should exercise faith
enough to cry unto him. Tt should not be that blind faith
which would say, ‘‘ Whatever the fates have ordained, that is
my portion; and there is no escape.’’ This latter is the con-
dition of the heathen, but is not the case with us. The Lord
allows the storms to press us more and more so that we will
ery unto him. Then he will hear us and give us the necessary
deliverance. He may not always make it a very speedy de-
liverance, but he will make a way for us to escape. We must
remember also that it is the new ecreature with which he is
dealing. These storms may be right inside, in our own per-
son—storms of passion, of anger, of resentmcnt. These we
are not to allow to go on; but we are to cry for the Lord’s
help, that we may be overcomers of these storms— trials.

GREAT STORM OF WRATH COMING

This incident on the Sea of Galilee pictures what the Lord
is doing for the church now, and what he will do in the future
for the world. He intends to deliver the whole world from
sin and death, which have had a long reign of six thousand
years, This period has been one continuous storm, with oc-
casional brief lulls, Meantime the world is receiving certain
great lessons as to the desirability of harmony with God.
By and by they will come to understand, and will then greatly
appreciate the importance of being fully in accord with God
and very obedient to the divine direetion. Thus a foundation
stone is being laid in their education for the next age.

Finally, this storm on Galilee seems to picture very graph-
ically the great time of trouble with which this age will end.
Then the reign of Satan will cease, and the reign of Messiah
will begin. We are not to think of Jesus’ kingdom as bringing
about the great time of trouble. The Secriptural thought
seems rather to be that Christ’s work in the present time ig
with the chureh, and that with the completion of the church,
with the glorification of the chureh, Christ’s kingdom will be
set up. This day of trouble will be more particularly the
day of Jehovah. In this, divine justice will have a hand.

We do not mean, however, to exclude the Lord Jesus, for
he is the chief factor in all that God does. But when the
kingdom of Messiah comes, it will exercise a restraining power
—will bring down the lofty, will turn the wrath of man so
as to cause it to praise God. This wrath of man will bring
‘“a time of trouble such as never was since there was a na-
tion.”” In some of the Seriptural pictures it is represented
as a whirlwind, and in others it is represented as a great
tidal wave—the sea and the waves will roar. Then in the
midst of a great storm, which will be sufficient to wreek the
whole human fabric, Messiah’s kingdom will be set up. It will
cause wars to cease. Satan will be bound. The light of the
knowledge of the glory of God will fill the whole earth. ¢‘The
desire of all nations shall come,’’ and will be recognized
in the making of the storm a calm, by this kingdom of Mes-
siah.—Haggal 2:7.

LEGAL AND ACTUAL

DBeeause the entire race of Adam was in him when he was
sentenced, it was condemned with him; and during the six
thousand years since, it has been unable, on account of weak-
ness, frailty, sin, to extricate itself from this divine con-
demnation. God has provided the Redeemer for the very pur-
pose of lifting the death-penalty upon mankind because of
the disobedicnee of Adam, in order that as condemnation has
passed upon all becausc of the disobedience of one, so justi-
fication to life, through the ohedience of one, might pass upon
all.—Romans 5:18, 19,

CANCELLATION OF SIN

More than eighteen hundred years ago our Lord laid down
the ransom-price for man’s life. During the interim, the
church has been called from amongst mankind and permitted
to become sharers with him in his sacrificial death, that they
might afterwards share in his glory. When the last member
shall have passed beyond the veil, and the great High Priest
shall have been completed—Jesus the IHead and the church
his body——then Christ will present his merit for the sing of
the whole world. Divine Justice will accept this merit. With
this acceptance, the sing of the whole world will be canceled
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in a legal sense, just as those of the church are now. When
we come into the divinely appointed relationship with the
Lord, there is no condemnation to us who are thus in Christ
Jesus.—Romans 8:1,

At the end of the Gospel age, when the ransom-price shall
have been applied for the world, and shall have been accepted
by the I’ather, the whole world will be placed in the hands
of Jesus Christ.  Then, through The Christ as the Mediator,
the New Covenant will go into operation, the terms and con-
ditions of which will be open to all mankind—for it will
contain blessings for all.

Nevertheless, there will he something for men to do in
order to avail themsclves of the blessings of this covenant.
As it is God’s part to make such a covenant, so during the
thousand years of Christ’s reign it will be the part of hu-
manity to accept the terms and come into harmony with God
through its requirements. Gradually mankind will come up,
all who will, to the standard of everlasting life, but those
who refuse to respond will die the second death,

From this point of view, we sce that it will require the
entire thousand years of Christ’s reign to accomplish fully
the work of the antitypical atonement day—making all man-
kind at-one with God. The work of at-one-ment includes the
satisfaction of justice, not only at the beginning of the Mil-
lennial age, but throughout the Millennium. This is shown
in the type of the inauguration of the Law Covenant. Moses
sprinkled the blood first upon the tahles of the law, and then
upon all the people. As the work of sprinkling the people
was a task that undoubtedly took a long time to aceomphsh
so the antitypieal sprinkling of mankind will require many
years.

y A COMING SETTLEMENT FOR SIN

The answer to the question, Will mankind come forth from
the tomh free from condemnation? depends largely upon the
point of view. They will ecome forth free from divine con-
demnation, for all of the condemnation which came upon
them through heredity will have been satisfied by the ransom-
price paid hy Christ for Adam and all of his race. And for
other sins than those of heredity there will have heen a settle-
ment—at the end of the Gospel age. The Secriptures indicate
that of this present generation God will reyuire all the right-
cous blood shed from the time of Abel down to the present.
Hence for wilful sin there will he satisfaction rendered through
a great time of trouble, such as never was since there was
a nation, even to that time.—Daniel 12:1; Matthew 24:21.

A type of this trouble is seen in that which came upon
the Jewish nation at the end of the Jewish age. (Matthew
23:34-36) TIn the Revelation, we find an illustration of this
coming satisfaction, for injustice perpetrated. We read, ‘‘How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge
our bhlood on them that dwell on the earth? And white robes
were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto
them that they should rest yet for a little season, until their
feillow-servants also and their brethren, that should be killed
as they were, should he fuifilled.’”’ (Revelation 6:10, 11)
That day of vengeance is about at the door of Christendom.

From all this it is evident that divine justice does not
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intend to terminate fully the adjustment of accounts until
there is a full ledger of justice, so to speak. From that time
forward, each one will be responsible for the weaknesses and
blemishes of his own conduct.—Jer. 31:29, 30.
RESPONSIBILITY ACCORDING TO ABILITY

Mankind will not be accountable for the violation of a
perfect standard, but each will be held responsible in propor-
tion to his own knowledge and ability. During the Millen-
nium, the rule will be sueh as would now be considered just in
a Well regulated family. The stronger child is given the
heavier burden to carry. So it will be during the coming age.
Each one will be accountable for what he ean bear. He will not
be held responsible for perfection and condemned for inability
to reach it, but will be judged according to his ability.

During the thousand years, each individual will make
progress to the extent that he shall endeavor to comply with
the regulations of the kingdom. But before he ean do this, he
must enter into the New Covenant and formally purpose to be
one who will come into line with the requirecments of the great
King and his assistants. If he fails to do this, he will be con-
sidered an outlaw, and at a hundred years old he will be de-
stroyed as a sinner. (Isaiah 65:20) The weaknesses upon him
will not be regarded as sin, except as all imperfection is sin.
But no one will be held responsible for more than he is able
to do, nor will he be condemned for what he is not able to
perform.

Under the Millennial kingdom, mankind will be dealt with,
not individually, as with the chureh of this age, but collee-
tively, as with the Jewish nation. Individual relationship with
the Tather will not be possible until the end of the thousand
years—until Messiah shall have put down all imperfection and
shall have lifted mankind up out of sin and death conditions
into perfection as human beings. Then he will deliver the
kingdom over to the Father, and will no longer stand between
humanity and divine justice.—1 Corinthians 15:24.

The Seriptures show, however, that before the heavenly
Father will receive the restored race of mankind, he will give
them a very crucial test by permitting some wonderfully de-
ceiving influence to go abroad in the world. This influence
proceeds from ‘‘the dragon, that old serpent, which is called
the devil and Satan.’”’ By that time every one will know
right from wrong. The test, therefore, will be to determine
whether those who know right will praetise wrong. Conse-
quently the Lord will prove them, as he did father Adam and
mother Eve, to demonstrate whether they are as loyal to him
as they should be.—Revelation 20:7-10.

Those who fail in any of the tests of obedience will be
judged unworthy of everlasting life, and will be destroyed.
Those who prove themselves worthy of everlasting life will
receive it. Of that time the Apostle Paul says, ‘“The crea-
ture itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup-
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”” (Ro-
mans 8:21) All the membhers of the groaning race of man-
kind, who will be obedient, will he delivered from sin and
death conditions into the full liberty of the sons of God-—such
as Adam enjoyed before his fall. They will have the knowledge
which he lacked, and will pass the test which he failed to pass.

ALL THINGS WORK FOR GOOD TO THEM
JUNE 15.—Genesis 46:28-34; 47:12, 28-31.
‘“To them that love God all things work together for good.’’—Romans 8:28.

So Jacoh and all his family left the land of Canaan, the
land of promise, Palestine; and, at the invitation of Pharaoh
through Joseph, they located in the land of Goshen, suitable
to their business which was that of herdsmen and shepherds.
Joseph went in his chariot to Goshen, and there met his father
Jacob, whom he had not seen for many years. After the
custom of oriental countries, they kissed ecach other, and
Joseph wept. Then eame the official presentation of Jacob and
his family to Pharaoh. Joseph was carcful that they should
make no mistake. Ile therefore let the king clearly know that
their oceupation was that of shepherds and herdsmen; for the
Egyptians despised that business, and hence would keep them-
selves separate frem the Hebrews. Thus the land of Goshen
heecame almost like a separate country from Egypt.

Jacob at this time was one hundred thirty years old, and
quite feeble. Brought into the presence of Pharaoh, Jacob
blessed him—in the sense of asking the divine blessing upon
him, we may assume. Thus the family of Jacob, now called
by their new name, Isracl, became firmly established in the
land of Egypt. Jacob lived seventeen years thereafter, dur-
ing which Joseph and his people, the Israelites, were in favor
with Pharaoh and the Egyptians.

Our lesson relates especially to God’s willingness and ability
to make all the experiences of His people to work out for their

good. This naturally suggests that we inquire in what way
Jacoh’s life experiences were to his welfare. The Secriptures
deelare, ¢“Jacob have T loved; Esau have I hated [loved less].””’
God’s love should be distinetly scen manifested in some way in
making matters work for good to Jacob and his family. The
question is, How? Can we see the lines along which divine
favor operated for the welfare of Jacob and his family?

Only with the eye of faith, guided by the words of Jesus,
his apostles and the prophets, can we see how God’s blessing
was with Israel and gave them blessings more than others.
Many have not this eye of faith. Henee only the few can see,
appreciate, understand, this matter. The majority both of
professing Christians and of Jews fail to see what blessing
came to Israel. Proportionately such are weak in faith, and
quite ready to be turned aside by higher eritics and evolution-
ists into total unbelief in the Bible and the divine plan of the
ages which it sets forth.

Jacob, having become the heir of the great promise made
to Abraham (In thy sced shall all the families of the earth he
blessed), straightway scems to have gotten into trouble. He
fled from home, leaving everything to his brother. He served
his uncle Laban for seven years, that he might have Rachel
for his wife, hut divine providence permitted him to be cheated,
and he was obliged to serve scven years more for her. Time

[5240]



May 153, 1913

and again his unecle Laban changed his wages in an endeavor
to get the best of him. Thus Jacob was thrown into competi-
tion with his uncle in the endeavor to protect his own inter-
ests.

Finally, with the fruit of many years’ toil, he returned to
Canaan, fearful, however, of his brother Esau, whom he
placated with a rich present. Later, he lost his wife and was
bereft of Joseph, his beloved son. Then came the famine, the
recovery of Joseph and the incidents of our recent lesson.
Later on, that very move into Egypt appeared to have been a
disastrous one, for the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites.
Finally, they were delivered, only to have trying experiences
in the wilderncss of Paran for forty years, before entering
Canaan proper.

HOW DID GOD BLESS ISRAEL?

Then it was a gradual matter to get possession of the land.
They had various trials and difficulties, captivities to the Philis-
tines, the Syrians, ete. Later on, they had kings, and then a
rebellion, or division of the kingdom, followed by more wars,
famines, pestilences, until they were all carried captive into
Babylon. They went away numerous, they returned a com-
paratively small company. Then they had more trials, wars,
ete.

By and by, Jesus came, and was repudiated by all except
the few. Then the nation was repudiated by God. ‘‘Your
house is left unto you desolate.”’ Gradually trouble and
anarchy came upon them, until as a nation they went to
hades-—nationally they fell asleep. They have been asleep for
more than eighteen centuries, while personally they have en-
dured persecutions in many nations.

What we want to see is how God’s blessing was identified
with all those experiences of Israel. We want to know in
what way God overruled for their good and blessing more
than in the affairs of other nations. To understand this, we
must take a glanece at other nations and peoples and their ex-
periences and then must look also into the future.

Where is Egypt—where is the government of the Pharaohs
today? Where is Assyria—where are their peoples today?
Where are the Philistines? Where are any and all of the na-
tions who flourished in the days of Israel? The answer is that
they are no more. They have merged with other peoples or
have been blotted out by natural processes. They could not
be restored today, because none of those peoples remain any-
where. We are not discussing the numerous tribes of India,
nor the consolidated bands of China and Japan, nor the bar-
barous tribes of Africa. These all have been outside the line
of our history, because not closely identified with the nation
of Israel, natural or spiritual.

But Tsrael exists today, even though the nation is asleep
in hades, sheol, waiting for a national awakening and resur-
rection. That awakening is already arousing ‘“dry hones’’
from despair, and pointing forward to a future day of bless-
ing and prosperity. One result of God’s providential care over
Israel has been that as a people they have been maintained
in existenee. It is this hope of future blessings, based upon
God’s promise to Abraham, which continues to vitalize that
people. It is this hope which by and by, according to prophecy,
will re-vitalize Israel, and again bring her forward and identify
herlwith the great Messianic kingdom, which will bless the
world.

But some one may say, Tell us not about national bless-
ings, for we shall have to think of the whole world from the
standpoint of one human brotherhood. If Tsrael has been
blessed of God, there should be some personal blessing mani-
fest and not merely a national prolongation of grace, in their
life as a people.

Very true, we answer. There are hoth personal and national
blessings of the past and for the future. God’s dealings with
Tsrael in the past did not indeed prove all of that nation to he
holy, saintly, and worthy of the highest honor and stations in
the divine program. But those providences served to select in
that nation a peculiar people, of similar characteristies to
those possessed by Abraham; viz., faith and obedicnce. ¥ol-
lowing Abraham came Isaac; following Isaaec ecame Jacob; and
following Jacob came the nation of Tsrael amongst whom there
were a few, from time to time, worthy of being ranked with
their fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The trying experiences of centuries of national life tended
to develop noble characters, strong in faith and loyal to the
core, St. Paul enumerates some of these besides Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob and the prophets. He includes with them all
those ¢‘Israelites indeed’’ who were loyal to God to the extent
of suffering persecutions for righteousness’ sake and for the
sake of the hopes which they received through that Abrahamie
promise. Some of these, he says, were ‘‘stoncd to death,
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some were sawn asunder ... of whom the world was not
worthy.’’

This selecting process continued down to the time of Jesus,
and found a glorious company, even if it were not a numerous
one. God was seeking such people, and he found the ones whom
he sought. True, they have mnot yet received their reward.
True, their reward is not to be a heavenly one, but an earthly
one as was promised them. ‘¢All the land that thou seest will
I give to thee, and to thy seed after thee.’’

These faithful ones of Israel are the ones for whom all
things have been working together favorably—because they
loved God, because they were responsive to the righteousness
which he set before them and to the great promise which he
gave them. The time is near at hand, we beliecve, when these
will constitute Messiah’s earthly representatives in the ruling
and blessing of the world of mankind.

What was prophesied of them bhefore will be fulfilled.
Instead of being the fathers, they will be Messiah’s children,
receiving everlasting life from him as a Father. He will
make them princes in all the earth, in subordinate co-operation
with his heavenly empire. (Psalm 45:16) Thus we see that
all the trials and difficulties of Israel were, under divine provi-
dence, working together for good to that special class, ‘‘Israel-
ites indeed, in whom was no guile,”’ and who loved God su-
premely. And their reward is nigh at hand. Through them,
the blessing will extend to every nation of earth.

SPIRITUAL ISRAEL’S EXPERIENCES

When God’s time eame, at the first advent, to call out from
the world a speeial class of spiritual Israclites, he gave the
first opportunity to the ehildren of Jacob. As many of them at
that time as were ‘‘Israelites indeed, in whom was no guile,”’
were privileged to have special opportunities and instructions
from Jesus. All of that true, loyal class were enabled by spe-
cial providential guidance and instruction, to recognize him
as the Messiah, while all others were blinded by prejudice,
superstition and obseure statements.

This was another advantage that came to the natural seed
of Abraham—that they should have the first opportunity of
becoming members of spiritual Israel, of which they had
previously had no information whatever. Nor have they yet
learned that The Messiah for whom they were waiting is to
be a spiritual Messiah, instead of a fleshly one, and that he
is to be a composite Messiah, instead of a single person—
that he is to be composed of many members.

Thus the natural children of Abraham had ‘‘much ad-
vantage every way, chiefly because to them were committed
the oracles of God,”’ and heeause having those oracles, those
prophecies, they had the best opportunity of all people of know-
ing respecting Messiah and of eoming into harmony with
him, becoming his diseiples.

But as was said of natural Tsrael, so with still greater
emphasis it might be said of spiritual Tsracl, that their privi-
leges brought to them special sufferings and persecutions.
Jesus was buffeted, all manner of evil was said against him
falsely, and he was finally crucified as a eriminal, beeause he
averred that he was the Son of God, and did not deny that he
was the One who ultimately would he the King of Glory.

Then for centuries the faithful followers of Jesus had
bitter experiences. Sometimes they were literally tortured,
literally persceuted, literally flayed alive. At other times
they suffered symbolical perseeution, symbolical flaying alive,
and had all manner of evil spoken against them falsely for
Christ’s sake. Deceptions, false doetrines, and antitypical
carrying into symbolical Babylon—all these have heen cxperi-
ences of the people of God. Nor does this elose the list; for St.
Paul declared, ‘“ Whosoever will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.”” So whoever today helongs to the Lord
has the assurance that if he is faithful to his Master, he will
have the opposition of Satan, of the world and of his own flesh.

The questions arise, How are these things working better
for us than for the world? Do not Christians dic the same as
unbelievers, the same as Jews, the same as Mohammedans,
the same as the heathen? Do they not have their share of
sickness, sorrow, and pain in connection with their dying ex-
periences? Sarely none ean dispute the truthfulness of this
suggestion! Wherein then, shall we say, is there an advantage
in being a spiritual Israelite? If all the world is redecmed
by the precious blood of Christ, if all the world is to have a
blessing under Messiah’s glorious reign of a thousand years,
and if the ancient worthies are to have the first place in the
kingdom that will then be established under the whole heav-
ens, what will be the advantage, if any, to those who have
been faithful and loyal spiritual Israelites—to those who have
endured hardness as good soldiers and have sought to lay
down their lives in the Master’s serviee, in the service of the
brethren, in the service of the truth, in the service of God?
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MUCH ADVANTAGE EVERY WAY IS OURS

The advantages of this class are numerous, and lay hold
upon the present life, as well as that which is to come. In
the present time, it is the privilege of these to enjoy the
peace of God, which passeth all human understanding. It is
their privilege to know by faith that all things are working
together for good to them because they love God. It is their
privilege to realize that whatever may happen to others in the
world, nothing can happen, so far as they are concerned.
Their affairs and interests are all subject to a divine super-
vision. No wonder they can have peace in every storm!
No wonder they are able to rejoice cven in tribulation!

Theirs is a joy of spirit, of which no earthly experience
can rob them, and their joys increase daily, yearly, as they
ripen in Christian experience, and as they grow in knowledge
and in grace. Theirs is a privilege of access to the throne
of heavenly grace, and a privilege of communion with the
heavenly Father and with their Lord Jesus Christ. They may
count themselves, as St. Peter declares, members of the royal
priesthood, the holy nation of Israel, the peculiar people of
God. They may rejoice in the privilege of being God’s am-
bassadors, and of telling the good tidings to others, thus
to ‘‘show forth the praises of him who called them out of
darkness into his marvelous light.”’ Oh, great are the privi-
leges and mercies and the blessings of these spiritual Israelites,
far more than compensating for their disciplines, tribulations
and oppositions!

JOYS OF THE LIFE TO COME
But beyond all these experiences of the present life lie the
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riches of God’s grace for the future, which these possess and
hold with the power of faith. As St. Paul declares, they have
the “promise of the life whicn now is and also of that which
is to come.” And that life to come is such a wonderful life
that the study of it is an endless matter. Every step of
obedience brings them rights and privileges with God, brings
them a step forward also in knowledge of himself and of his
glorious plan. Thus the more saintly and self-sacrificing the
character, the deeper may be his knowledge, the richer his
experiences, the more precious his hopes and anticipations.

Are we asked, What are the anticipations of this class?
The answer is, They anticipate the things which God has
promised; they anticipate that as they are now children of
God, so their promised resurrection from the dead to full
spiritual perfection will make them sons of God on the high-
est plane. And if children, then they will be ¢‘heirs, heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, their Lord.’” Besides,
these spiritual Israelites are heirs of a spiritual Canaan, a
spiritual kingdom. To enter upon their kingdom they must
needs experience the powers of a better resurrection than
others. And this will mean, the Apostle assures us, that they
will ‘“be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,’’
for ‘“flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.’’
Is it not true then, in the fullest and most absolute sense,
that all things are working together for good to those who
love God, to the called ones according to his purpose, not only
to those who were called during the Jewish age, but also to
those who have been called and who have accepted the eall
during this Gospel age!

REPORTS OF MEMORIAL CELEBRATIONS

The annual reports of the numbers participating in the
Memorial Supper constitute one of our best means of know-
ing approximately the number of fully consecrated Christians
interested in what is styled present truth. For this reason
we have specially requested that reports be sent to us as
promptly as possible after the celebration each year. For some
reason we are continually disappointed. Evidently many of
the classes do not cleet scerihes or secretaries, or else those
elected are not suitable persons or slack in the Lord’s business.
We have waited the press in order to print a satisfactory re-
port. Ten days have passed since the Memorial, and only a
small fraction of the classes have reported. For instance,
there are over eleven hundred classes in the U. 8. and Canada,
but we have heard from only two hundred and sixty-five of
them, representing 7,944 commemorators. The following state-
ment shows only those cities reporting fifty or more partici-
pants. The Brooklyn report for this year is smaller than a
year ago, not hecause of less interest, but because some of the
outside classes have grown to an extent that justifies holding
separate memorials more convenient for some of the more
feeble members, The same applies to Pittsburgh, Pa.

Brooklyn, N. Y......... 815 Allentown, Pa. ........ 73
Boston, Mass ......... 360 Binghamton, N. Y...... 72
Pittsburgh, Pa. ........ 350 Toledo, O. ............. 71
Los Angeles, Cal........ 310 Worcester, Mass. ...... 71
Cleveland, O. .......... 189 Spokane, Wash, ........ 70
Seattle, Wash. ......... 164 Cineinnati, O. ......... 70
Wagshington, D. C....... 160 Jacksonville, Fla. ...... 58
Minneapolis and St. Paul 160 Newark, N. J. ......... 57
Detroit, Mich........... 149 San Francisco, Cal. .... 656
Indianapolis, Ind. ...... 129 Springfield, Mass. ...... 55
St. Louis, Mo........... 124 ©Pasadena, Cal. ......... 50
San Antonio, Texas..... 119 Altoona, Pa. .......... 50
Portland, Ore. ......... 112 London, Eng., Tabernacle 525
Columbus, O. .......... 98 “ ‘¢ Forest Gate 313
Buffalo, N. Y........... 97 Bristol, Eng. .......... 93
Laneaster, Pa. ........ 87 Oldham, Eng. .......... 87
Denver, Colo, .......... 85 Sheffield, Eng. ......... 73
Houston, Texas ........ 8C Birmingham, Eng. ..... 56
Richmond, Va. ........ 79 Glasgow, Scotland...... 428
Lynn, Mass. ........... 78 [Eleven Classes S. India. 453

WOES ANCIENT

AND MODERN

JUNE 22.—Amos 6:1-8.
““Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live.’’—Amos 5:14.

Tt is safe to say that everybody is seeking good, and not
evil. Everybody is seeking pleasure, and not misery—hap-
piness, and not woe. The diffienlty is that all of our judg-
ments are more or less perverted. Some have greater wisdom
than others; but there is none perfect, ‘‘none righteous, no
a0t one.”’ All come short of the glorious standard which
God has set. The difficulty is that we have all been born
in sin and are all misshapen. Not only our bodies are im-
perfeet, hut likewise our brains are unhalanced—some one
way, and some another. Consequently young men and maid-
ens, looking forth from childhood and youth upon the prob-
lems of life, have various conceptions of happiness, pleasure,
joy, and make various resolutions and endeavors respecting
the filling of their cup with blessings—Ilong life, riches, ease,
honor, ete.

The teachers of our public schools and colleges have a
most wonderful opportunity for influencing the course of
humanity. We rejoice in the thought that the teachers of
the world in general are striving nobly for the fulfilment of
gracious, benevolent ideals, and they are using their oppor-
tunities for the blessing and uplift of their pupils. And yet
evidently many of them have but a slight appreciation of
their great privileges. And some, of course, like the remain-
der of the world, are selfish, and think of their work from the
standpoint of business—so much effort, so much pay.

Fain would we cncourage the teachers of the world to look
not. entirely to the reward of the present, but especially to
the still more important reward of the future. It is grow-

ingly the view of Bible students that our every act and word,
yea, and our very thoughts, our motives, have to do not only
with our present experiences, but also with our future life—
secured for all through the redemption sacrifice at Calvary.

Of course, the first and chief responsibility for children
rests upon their parents. And no doubt the majority of par-
ents, to some extent, realize their responsibility in God’s
sight and man’s for the children they bring into the world.
But they labor under the difficulties of their own ignorance.
They knew not the proper course to take in life themselves.
Their lives have been a succession of blunders—some more,
some less, serious. They presume that their children must
blunder similarly, and that success will be largely a matter
of luck. Not seeing the principles underlying life’s experi-
ences, they are unable to guide their children intelligently.
Here teachers, moralists, religionists and humanitarians, find
their opportunity. But how little anyone seems able to accom-
plish along any line! And how discouraged the philanthropic
become !

On the whole, however, a broad view, contrasting the pres-
ent time with fifty years ago, shows that progress is being
made in many directions. Our cities are cleaner—both physi-
cally and morally—so far, at least, as outward appearance and
standards are concerned. However shocked and shamed we
may be at occasional disclosures of corruption and vice, those
whose memories go back half a century can tell that no
longer do we have the vile “doggeries” of old, with poor
sots sitting, lying, in various degrees of intoxieation inside
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and outside the premises. No longer does vice flaunt itself in
the face of society. The battle against intoxication and the
social evil is making progress in that, at least, it has made
former conditions impossible.

In some States the progress has been more than in others.
The ‘‘doggeries’’ have been transferred into gilded palaces.
The sot is disdained, even by the man who contributes to
his fall by tempting his appetite beyond the power of his will.

NEW ISSUES NOW—NEW TEMPTATIONS

Our lesson tells of a time in the history of Israel when
the prosperous class had become wealthy—when many of the
nation’s wisest and most brilliant people had settled down to
ease and luxury—to self-gratification. They considered that
they had won in the battle of life, and would now take their
ease and enjoy the fruits of their strife and diligence. They
would let the other fellow do the worrying for awhile, and
they would live on Easy Street.

The Lord through the Prophet upbraided them, assuring
them that he was not pleased with such a course. He tells
them that woes are to be expected as a result. It was made
the mission of Amos to call attention to the fact that aggres-
sive selfishness had accumulated great riches, but the wealthy
were living in great luxury, and that these conditions fostered
pride and moral laxity amongst the wealthy; while the poor
were being filled with avarice, losing respect for God and
religion, for truth and mercy, and the desire for further
knowledge of God. Society was on the edge of a great vol-
cano, and God declared that an eruption was near at hand.
Amos was his mouthpiece. Today’s lesson is a part of the
message he delivered.

PRESENT DAY CONDITIONS CORRESPOND

Our lesson is not inappropriate to our times. Notwith-
standing the progress that has been made in many good lines,
and notwithstanding the philanthropie sentiments of many,
inside and outside the Christian denominations, nevertheless
there is danger. TFirst of all, let us consider the danger of
the rich. The wealth of our day to a certain extent reaches
to the very humblest and seatters blessings to all.

But the bulk of the world’s wealth is in the hands of the
few. 'The inordinately rich are in great danger of injuring
themselves. Some of these eannot devise ways and means by
which to consume even their ineomes. Luxuries of every kind
are tasted in the hope of finding rest, happiness, joy, peace.
Not finding these, mankind still pursue them, seeking new ave-
nues to happiness. Wealth brings inereased opportunity for
sin in its various forms, including debauchery.
~ The influence upon the poor is notable. The latter, seck-
ing pleasure, imagine erroneously that the rich and indolent
are finding it, while they themselves are seeking in vain. Thus
the poorer, surrounded by the wonderful blessings of our day,
are often miserable, because their minds are discontented.
They want happiness, joy, pleasure, and believe they ecan
obtain these only through wealth. The result is that their
hearts are filling with anger and malice, and jealousy of the
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rich. The way is thus paved for most evil and atrocious con-
ditions, and many are fully persuaded that our present favor-
able social conditions are maintained only through police and
military power, backed by all the assistance of modern times
—the telegraph, telephones, ete.

““WARN THEM THAT ARE RICH'’

These words of the Apostle never were more in season
than now. Those trusting in the uncertainty of riches nced
to arouse themselves. They need to learn the lesson that the
pleasure they seek lies not in the direction of their indulgence
of sclf, but rather in self-sacrifice—in the service of others.
Indeed this is the great lesson for all to learn—both rich and
poor. While millions are seeking for joy, pleasure, only a
remarkably few have found them. Those few are God’s saintly
people—whether Catholies or Protestants.

The secret of their success in finding what others are still
seeking for lies in the fact that they have been heaven-
directed, and that they have followed the guidance of God’s
Word. And the more fully they have heeded his instructions,
the greater has been their blessing. God’s message to all is,
Scek first God’s righteousness, God’s will, the divine rule or
kingdom. Father Adam rebelled against the divine will, and
by breaking his covenant precipitated upon himself an ava-
lanche of imperfection and death, which has since remained on
the world—the reign of sin and death.

God’s Word reveals that in due time he will roll away the
curse, and bring blessings and opportunities to every member
or our race. But meantime he would gather out a special class
for a special purpose—the chureh of the first-borns, whose
names are written in heaven. (Heb. 12:23) These are to be
highly exalted and to be used of the Almighty with the Savior
Jesus in the great work of blessing the whole world. These
are the seed of Abraham, the body of The Messiah, of which
Jesus is the Head.—Galatians 3:16-29.

The greatest privilege of the present time is to get into
this eleet company of God’s saints. In order to enter this
company, faith and obedience are necessary requisites. That
faith must recognize Jesus as the Lamb of God, the Sin-bearer.
It must recognize him also as the Pattern and Exemplar. The
reward will be to those who have his spirit, his disposition, and
who will walk through the present life in his footsteps. Such
will eventually gain with him glory, honor, immortality—the
kingdom.

In the present time, they will to the world seem to have
the unfavorable side, a battle against the world, the flesh
and the adversary. The world cannot understand what pleas-
ure and blessing these really enjoy because of the surrender
of their wills to God’s will, and because of the Spirit of the
Lord, which they consequently receive. But these alone have
the peace and joy and blessing which the world can neither
give nor take away. What other men are seeking and failing
to find, God’s saints enjoy.

““Peace is theirs which knows no measure,
Joys which through all time abide.”’

THE VICTORIES OF FAITH
JUNE 29.—Acts 7:9-16; Heb. 11:20-22.
¢“This is the vietory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”’—1 John 5:4.

We are living in a day when faith is greatly discounted—
in a day when people seem disposed to say, ‘‘I care not what
a man believes, if only his life be honorable.”” Aund by this
generally is meant that faith is of no consequence. Those who
so hold usually put honor of men as the highest goal. Their
sentiments, translated into plain English, would be, ¢‘ With all
your getting, get money and prosperity; for without these, no
matter what you believe, or whom you worship, you will
never prosper in the present life, success in which is the only
goal now recognized by an increasing number.’’

The Bible standpoint, however, is the very reverse of this.
God’s Word puts faith first, and builds character upon that
faith. God deeclares that no human being can do perfect
works. Henee he has not made works the standard. TFaith
is God’s standard, and he assures us that whoever has the
proper faith must of necessity have works which will corre-
spond to his faith. In line with this principle, we note that
God’s favorites of the Bible have all been men of faith.
Their faith did not make them perfeet, nor were their works
always acceptable in God’s sight, but he punished them for
evil works and rewarded them for their great faith.

Thus we find in the Bible record that some of God’s
favorites committed grievous sins and made serious mistakes,
and still, for all that, maintained themselves in God’s favor,
by reason of their faith.

GOD LOVES NOT THE WICKED

Of all religious books ever written or ever read, the Bible
is perhaps the most candid. Tt tells of the mistakes and the
sins of the very characters which it holds up as models and
examples of men after God’s own heart. Yet the Bible leaves
no room for any one to assume that God loves wickedness, or
that the friends of God are the depraved of mankind. Quite
to the contrary, the highest possible standards of righteous-
ness, in word, in deed and in thought, are inculcated, and we
are distinctly told that full acceptance with God can be only
along the lines of truth and righteousness.

God tells us that we and all mankind are by nature sin-
ners. He tells us that we could do nothing to clear away
our own guilt and the sentence that stands against us as mem-
bers of the fallen race. But he also tells us that he pur-
poses to adjust that matter for us satisfaectorily; and hence
that our responsibility is not for what we cannot avoid, but
for what we can avoid—not for what we cannot do, but for
what we can do. He tells us that the foundation of all our
noblest endeavors will lie along the lines of confidence in him.
This confidence he calls faith. He assures us that without
faith it is impossible to please him, and he has shown us this
in all the lessons of the Bible.

FAITH IS NOT CREDULITY

Many make the mistake of supposing that faith is eredulity.

Under this delusion they are ready to swallow any and every-
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thing of a religious kind, if they are told that God says so.
But this is not the faith which the Bible encourages. On the
contrary, the Bible would have us know definitely the things
that God has promised, and exercise a definite faith in those
things and give no heed whatever to the seductive vagaries of
Satan, of our fellow men, or of our own imagination.

It is not for us to quarrel with those who take a different
view of matters and who in the name of faith bind their fol-
lowers with ignorance and superstition, and seek to prevent
them from using their reasoning faculties. It is for us to
address those who are feeling after God if haply they might
find him—those who are not content with superstitions, but
whose hearts and minds ery out after the living God and hig
definite Word, his solemn statement of his will respecting us,
and of his plan, and of the part which we may have therein.
So Jesus and the apostles attempted not to teach everybody,
but merely those who hungered and thirsted after righteous-
ness. In the language of Jesus, ‘‘He that hath an ear to
hear, let him hear.’’

THE FAITH BEFORE CHRIST CAME

Let us look into the past, and note the method by which
God has all along sought his peculiar people. The first procla-
mation of God’s purposes respecting our race was made to
Abraham. God spake to Abraham, saying, ‘‘Walk as in my
presence, and be thou perfeet’’—i. e., Do your best to be per-
feet. After Abraham had manifested some faith, God gave
him further tests. When in obedience to those tests Abraham
left his native land to live in Canaan, he manifested so great
a faith that God called him friend, and made to him the very
first revelation of the divine purposes in respect to humanity.

Abraham knew that there was a curse upon the race,
under which the whole creation was groaning, going down to
the tomb, and God’s declaration to him was that the time
would come when, instead of the curse, he would send a bless-
ing. This meant to Abraham that, instead of men becoming
more imperfect and wasting away in death, a change would
come, by which they would be rescued from the dying condi-
tion, and resurrected from the power of the tomb.

This was a wonderful proposition, even for God to make;
yet Abraham, with childlike faith, believed the message. God
declared to him that, because of his own faith, He would
greatly bless him and his posterity, so that through him as a
father eventually would come children who would accomplish
the great work of blessing mankind, and would rescue all from
the power of sin, Satan and death. The briefly epitomized
statement of all this was in the words, ‘‘In thee and in thy seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’’—Genesis 28:14.

What was it to have faith in that promise? What did it
mean to Abraham? Assuredly it meant that thenceforth
Abraham’s mind would take in a larger horizon—the world of
humanity, instead of merely his own immediate family and
flocks and herds, and his nearest neighbors. It meant that if
God would so honor his posterity, Abraham would seek in
everything to co-operate with God and that great promise.

For years God tested Abraham’s faith. Yet he still be-
lieved. ‘‘His faith staggered not.’’ After Isaac had been
born and as yet had no child, God directed that this son of
promise, the one in whom the whole promise centered, should
be sacrificed. What a test of faith! What a grand develop-
ment of faith Abraham had acquired when he was ready to
obey the voice divine, accounting that God was able to raise
Isaac up again from the dead! Oh, for such a trust in God!
Oh, for such a faith! Oh, for such an appreciation of divine
power! What could not be accomplished in the world through
the divine message if such faith prevailed amongst God’s chil-
dren! What would God not do for children who would trust
him thus!

It was the same with Isaac and with Jacob. They trusted
that same promise. It influenced the whole course of their
lives. It made them more like God. It shaped every inter-
est of life. Although they understood practically nothing of
how God would accomplish so great a blessing, their faith
laid hold upon the fact. From their posterity God would
raise up a holy people to be his agency, his channel, for in-
structing the world, ruling the world, uplifting the world,
resurrecting the dead, bringing mankind back to all that was
lost through Adam’s disobedience.

Their faith might have had plenty of opportunities for
stumbling, if it had been weaker. If they had been more
worldly-wise, they might have said, How can God do thig
thing and yet be just? Having once pronounced a sentence,
how can he clear the guilty? But their faith wavered not. In
their hearts they said, ‘‘God has promised; and what God has
promised, he will do, and he will have his own way of accom-
plishing it.’”’

By and by, the nation of Israel as a whole was called the

THE WATCH TOWER

BrookrLyn, N. Y.

people of God. The nation as a whole entered into a covenant
with God, and he with them, through Moses, the mediator of
the Law Covenant. Israel was impulsed by faith—faith in
the promise made to Abraham that God would use his pos-
terity and through it bless all people, all of Adam’s race—
the living and the dead.

The Covenant of Sinai pledged the people of Israel that
they would be a holy nation, that they would keep God’s law
blamelessly. God ecovenanted that in that event he would
fulfil in them the promise made to Abraham. God knew that
imperfect human beings could not keep his perfect law. But
he would let them try; he would let them learn the lesson;
he would through that lesson give instruction to the angels
respecting his own righteousness. He would also through it
give instruction to spiritual Israel, whom later he would de-
velop and through whom the blessings actually would come.
This St. Paul explains, saying, ‘‘The Law Covenant was
added because of transgressions, until the promised sced
should come.’’—Galatians 3:19.

In other words, God started this work with Israel, in a
typical manner, long centuries before the real spiritual Israel
would be developed. But he did not thereby do injury to the
people who had covenanted to keep the law, but who were
unable to do so. On the contrary, they as a people were
blessed by their endeavors to keep that law, and blessed also
by the chastisements which came upon them because of their
failures and lack of faith.

But God especially blessed all of that people who shared
Abraham’s faith, so that the Apostle Paul could enumerate, in
addition to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, a considerable number
who pleased God because of their faith, long centuries before
Christ, the spiritual seed of Abraham came. Those ancient
worthies, although they will not be the seed of Abraham in the
highest sense, on the spirit plane, will be the seed of bless-
ing on the earthly plane—the channel through which the heav-
enly blessings will ultimately be extended to all nations.

What was it that impulsed the Jewish people during all
those centuries past? Was it not faith in God-—faith that he
would fulfil the promise made to Abraham? It surely was!
And it is that promise that still actuates such of the Jews as
have not lost their faith—such of them as are still Jews.
Those who have lost the faith of Abraham are no longer in
any sense of the word related to the promise; for the promise
was according to faith.

St. Paul speaks sympathetically of the Jewish nation,
in respect to that original promise which God made to them,
saying: ‘‘Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly
serving God day and night, hope to come.’” (Acts 26:7)
And all the Jews, in proportion as they still maintain that
hope, may still expeet to come to a realization of all and
more than they ever dreamed of.

FAITH SINCE CHRIST CAME

The coming of Christ did not change the divine purpose,
and therefore did not change the faith of God’s people.
Jesus and the Apostles helieved and taught the very Gospel
which, St. Paul says, God preached in the beginning to Abra-
ham. (Galatians 3:8) The apostolic message also was that
all the families of the earth were to be blessed through the
seed of Abraham. But there was an additional feature then
to be proclaimed and to be believed; viz., that God had begun
the work of providing this seed of Abraham, The Messiah—
that God had sent the Logos, his Son, into the world, that he
might become the seed of Abraham on the spirit plane, and
eventually fulfil every feature of the original promise.

All the Jews were in expectation of the Messiah, but they
were not all Israelites indeed; they did not all have the proper
faith. God preferred, therefore, to allow some of them to
remain in a measure of blindness on the subject, while others
were granted a special anointing of the eyes of their under-
standing, their eyes of faith. To this class Jesus said, ‘‘To
you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God’’
—the Messianic kingdom, through which the seed of Abraham
is to bless all the families of the earth.

Then came another step of faith. The early disciples said:
We desire to believe that Jesus, the Son of God, is the fore-
told seed of Abraham, but we do not see him doing the work
of blessing the world. Instead of reigning in triumph to
dispense to the world the blessings secured by his sacrifice, he
has goue to heaven. How shall we understand this?

THE MYSTERY-—CHRIST IN YOU
The answer of God through the apostles was that ‘‘the
faith once delivered to the saints’’ was still the same, but
that now, under the guidance of the holy Spirit, they were to
vnderstand that The Messiah would not be one person, but
many persons—not Jesus alone would be the seed of Abra-
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ham, but Jesus as the Head and the church as his members, or
body, would be that seed. St. Paul says, ‘‘Ye, brethren, as
Isaac was, are the children of promise.”” Jesus was repre-
sented by the head of Isaac, the church was represented by
the body of Isaae, in that figure. It has taken the entfire
Gospel age to develop the body of Christ, the church.

Under another figure, Jesus was represented in Isaac, and
the church was represented in Rebecca, his bride. Accord-
ing to this figure, the antitypical Isaac has entered into
glory, but waits for the development of the antitypical
Rebecca. At the appointed and appropriate time he will
come, the seed of Abraham, and receive hig bride to himself,
and they twain will be one. And through the One, through
the kingdom of glory, will come to all the families of the
earth the blessing promised nearly four thousand years ago to
Abraham,
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This is ‘“the faith once delivered to the saints,’’ the hope
set before us in the Gospel—the faith that God will use the
seed of Abraham to bless all humanity, and the hope that we
by faithful perseverance and trust may become joint-heirs
with Jesus, the Redeemer, in all that glorious inheritance of
the Messianie kingdom.

Let us not doubt the wisdom of God in the arrangement
which he has made, and which he has caused to be set forth in
the Seriptures; viz., that this faith, based upon the Abrahamic
promise, is the power of God by which it is his will that all
his people shall be sanctified—separated so far as possible
from the world and from sin; sanctified to himself in Christ
Jesus, their Lord. This is ‘‘the faith once delivered to the
saints.”” This is the faith which enables us to gain the
vietory over the spirit of the world, and to be separate, sancti-
fied to God, for service here and hereafter.

INTERESTING QUESTIONS

MORE ABOUT HIGHWAY OF HOLINESS

Question.—Will any one be forced, or compelled, to walk
up the highway of holiness?

Answer.—At present there is no highway of holiness;
consequently no one is walking on it during the Gospel age.
There will be no such highway until the great King takes con-
trol of affairs, overthrows the present order of things and sets
up the kingdom of heaven. Then a highway of holiness will
be prepared, upon which the righteous can walk. During the
Gospel age there are but two ways—the narrow way and the
broad way. (Matt. 7:13, 14) The former is for those who
desire to walk in the footsteps of Jesus, and is a steep, rugged
path. The latter is the road that leads to destruction and is
a broad way on which the human race are hurrying to the
tomb.

Those who walk acceptably in the footsteps of the Master
must do so willingly. Theirs must be a voluntary devotion.
To be forced is not at all the thought. The little flock will
thus run the narrow way; but the great company will have
experiences which will force them, not to take one special way,
but to decide for themselves, what course they will pursue.
There is a difference between forcing a man to go aboard a
vessel, and bringing certain influences to bear which will
cause him to desire to do so.

In the next age, when the world’s highway of holiness
shall have been opened up (Isa. 35:8), force will be used
to bring all mankind to a knowledge of the truth respecting
God’s provision for them. Wrong doing will then be pun-
ished with corrective stripes. But it would be far from right
to suppose that mankind will be driven or forced along the
highway of holiness. All who go up thereon must exert them-
selves; for it will be an upward way. Our Savior stated the
Father’s sentiment respecting all to whom he will ever grant
everlasting. life. His words were, ‘‘But the hour cometh,
and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship
him.),

“PERFECT LOVE CASTETH OUT FEAR’’

Question.—What kind of fear is referred to in the text,
‘“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth out fear.’’
—1 John 4:18.

Answer.—Fear is a mental condition which is begotten of
uncertainty, There are some things which we ought to fear,
and some which we need not fear. The adversary seems to
take advantage of the fallen condition of the race, and to
cause them to fear God; for it is natural to avoid whomsoever
we fear. Mankind realize instinctively that they are sinners
by nature and that there is a penalty for sin. Taking ad-
vantage of this fear of the consequences of sin, the adver-
sary tries to instill in them a dread of God. He pictures before
their imperfect minds a God who is unjust, over-severe in his
dealings with sin and the sinner, for whom he has prepared
a place of everlasting torture.

As we gradually come to a eclear knowledge of God and of
the principles by which he regulates the universe, we lose this
improper fear; and in its stead comes a love for God and a
realization that he has love for us. Our love for him grows
in proportion ay we perceive that he loves mankind, and has
made provision for them whereby they may have an opportunity
for everlasting life. After we have come to love him per-
fectly, all fear in the sense of dread is east out.

Our knowledge and love should not, however, cast out the
fear of displeasing God; for proper fear (reverence) must
never be cast out. The more we have of reverential love, the
more of the proper fear we shall have. Who would not fear
to offend a brother or a neighbor whom he loved and appre-
ciated? Much more should we dread offending our just, wise,
loving God.

VI—33

The prineiple that ‘‘perfect love casteth out fear’’ should
operate between husband and wife, between parents and chil-
dren. The wife who fears her husband cannot be as happy as
she would be if there were perfect love; and so also children
who are in dread of either, or both, of their parents cannot
love them with true filial affection. Each should fear to wound
or offend the other, and should strive to have that perfect love
which God is pleased to have all of His intelligent creatures
exercise.

RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT AND CRITICISM

Question—How may we distinguish between ¢‘righteous
judgment’’ and criticism?

Answer.—The Lord says, ‘‘Judge not according to the
appearance, but judge righteous judgment.’’ (John 7:24)
St. Paul says, ‘‘Therefore judge nothing before the time, until
the Lord come.’’ (1 Cor. 4:5) The question then arises,
What is “‘righteous judgment’’? A righteous judgment is
a right decision. But since we cannot read the heart, how can
we render a right decision? The Seriptures answer that we
cannot read one another’s hearts and therefore should not
attempt to judge them.

If, then, we cannot judge each other’s hearts, motives
or intentions, what can we judge? The answer of Secripture is
that we may judge each other’s conduct. If we see one of
the Lord’s people doing something improper, we might say,
‘‘Dear Brother (or Sister), your conduet would seem to be
contrary to the Word of God, and to be bringing forth bad
fruitage.’” If that person should reply, ‘It does not seem
to me that I am doing wrong,’” we must not judge or con-
demn that one’s heart. But we should judge between good
and evil conduct, and at the proper time and place call atten-
tion to the matter and leave it there.

There is a difference between judging the heart, which
we have no right to do, and judging the conduct, which is
right to do. But it does not always follow that our judgment
of another’s conduet must always be right. We are all prone
to make mistakes.

If we should come to a brother and say, ‘‘Dear Brother,
your conduct seems to be wrong, but I am sure that you want
to do right. Will you explain?’’ He may be able to show us
that the fruitage was good when we thought it bad. We may
have misunderstood the matter. We are not to condemn our
brother, but to go directly to him and get his view. Then
if we cannot agree, we should tell him how it seems to us,
and ask him to judge his own heart. We can do no more.

SETTING MEMBERS IN THE BODY

Question.—What is signified by God’s ‘‘setting the mem-
bers every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him’’%
—1 Corinthians 12:18,

Answer.—In the present time there is a church of Christ
on probation. We sometimes say that we are members of the
church militant; but to be a member of the chureh militant
will not prove that we shall be in the church triumphant.
Only those who are ‘‘faithful unto death’’ will be in the
church triumphant. St. Paul, whom God had set in a very
high position in the church feared lest he might become a
castaway. He said, ‘‘I keep under my body, and bring it into
subjection; lest that by any means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a castaway.’’ (1 Cor. 9:27) Vari-
ous privileges and opportunities are granted to us while in the
flesh, and our acceptance in the end and our participation in
the glory beyond will depend upon our faithfulness here.

The Apostle says that the various members, ‘‘fitly framed
together, grow into an holy temple in the Lord.’’ (Eph. 2:21)
We may not use this figure too literally or we may get into
confusion. The stones in the temple differ to some extent one
from the other. In what is called ‘‘random range work”’
building there are places for little stones and places for
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