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possessed to come to tlie convention. We found them a very 
interesting company, very earnest for the Lord and for the 
truth. Their singing was excellent.

On the next day we had two meetings in the theater. The 
one in the afternoon was attended by convention friends and 
about as many more o f the public, invited by special cards. 
These friends assembled in the evening at Collegiate Hall, so 
as to give the full benefit o f  the theater to the public. And 
the public came in crowds. The theater seats about 1,100. Be­
sides these, approximately 700 were jammed into all the aisles 
and corridors and windows, and probably 2,000 were turned 
away. These were nearly all colored, not more than ten per 
cent, whites.

The friends had arranged to reserve certain seats for the 
whites, desiring especially that they should have an oppor­
tunity to hear; but the crowd, while orderly, insisted on 
taking possession o f these. A  number o f ministers were 
present. They all remarked the eagerness o f the people to 
hear, and seemed surprised that anything religious should have 
Eueh a drawing influence. The Episcopal minister thoughtfully 
and wisely observed that the secret o f the interest lay in the 
fact that our message was a “ Gospel o f H ope.”

The newspapers, commenting on the people comprising the 
convention, commented upon their cleanliness, order, etc.; 
ami the fact that they used neither tobacco nor liquors, 
and needed no attention from the police. In substance, they 
said, ‘ ‘ This speaks well for the work of Pastor Bussell and his 
associates. We hope that they may accomplish still more o f 
their commendable work in Jamaica.”  They also referred to 
the fact that money and collections were not mentioned in 
connection with this convention.

On die 27th we gave an address on “ The Oneness o f the 
Body o f Christ, through Baptism o f the one Spirit” ; and 
later we had a consecration service for the children. The con­
vention closed with a love feast, in which four brethren espe­
cially representing the Society in Jamaica, stood with us in 
line and shook hands with the company as they filed past, 
meantime singing some o f our beautiful hymns o f praise and 
thanks to the Giver o f every good and perfect gift.

In the evening our boat departed for Santiago, Cuba. 
About 150 were on the pier, singing and waving us good-bye. 
Their order, cleanliness and earnestness were afterwards 
commented on by passengers on our boat. We were compli­
mented on having such friends and adherents.

Santiago was the scene of the principal battle in the war 
which brought Cuban freedom from the yoke of Spain. We had 
the opportunity o f  visiting the battlefield— San Juan Hill, 
where the principal part of the battle was fought, and Ket­
tle Hill, celebrated as the point where Colonel Koosevelt and 
his corps were engaged and suffered severe losses.

A  journey o f about 500 miles brought us to Havana, in 
time for a publicly announced meeting, with just one hour to 
spare. English is comparatively little used in Havana, and 
our congregation was small— about 200. However, even in this 
small number we had the satisfaction o f knowing that some 
received a blessing, o f which we trust to hear further on.

Monday, March 3, was spent in crossing from Havana to 
Key West. We arrived at Key West just in time for an adver­
tised meeting in its largest auditorium. We had a splendid

hearing on the topic, “ Beyond the Grave.’ * Our boat for 
Tampa permitting, we announced a meeting for the following 
night at the same place. The second subject was ‘ ‘ Where Are 
the D ead?”  The attention was excellent. Approximately 
from five to six hundred o f Key W est’s most intelligent and 
thoughtful people thus heard the Truth discussed for alto­
gether four hours. We have hope that some of the hearers 
had eyes and ears o f understanding, that some o f them are 
o f the consecrated class, and that the number o f Bible Stu­
dents there will be considerably increased.

Tampa was our next stop. Our steamer arrived in good 
time for the, appointed meeting on Wednesday, March 5th. 
The Casino was crowded with a very intelligent audience of 
citzens, Bible Students and tourists. About three hundred 
were turned away. Our topic was, “ Beyond the Grave.”  
A fter the meeting many stopped to greet us. Altogether, we 
had a very enjoyable time.

The friends had made arrangements for a little convention 
o f Bible Students, following the public address. We ar­
ranged our time o f departure so as to permit the service o f 
blessing the children, and a discourse for an hour on “ The 
Three Bodies o f Christ ’ ’— the church in her three aspects 
portrayed in the Word o f God. We trust that the brethren 
were encouraged, and that the fruitage o f our visit may ap­
pear in the Kingdom, if not sooner.

Pensacola, Fla., was our next stop. There we had from 
noon until 10:10 p. m., March 7th. The Bible Students here 
also had arranged for a little convention, and visitors from 
nearby towns were in attendance. The programme W'as the 
same as at Tampa— a semi-public meeting for the Bible Stu­
dents, and another meeting for the general public, with the 
same topics as at Tampa. As usual, we had a crowded house 
and closest attention.

Leaving at 10:00 p. m., Friday night, we reached Wash­
ington on Sunday morning, in time for a morning meeting with 
the class of Bible Students and the usual Sunday afternoon 
meeting at Washington Temple. Leaving the capitol, we 
reached Baltimore in time for the appointed meeting in the 
Academy o f Music. The public discourse at Washington and 
Baltimore was the same— ‘ ‘ The Grandest Inauguration. ’ ’ All 
interested, we presume, already have had reports o f that dis­
course, as it appeared in the newspapers regularly publish­
ing the sermons.

Incidentally, we remark that a fund has been provided, 
so that any o f the L ord ’s people who cannot afford to take a 
paper publishing the sermons weekly may be supplied free. The 
dear friends who have arranged this matter voluntarily are not 
only willing to pay for the papers, but very much pleased in­
deed to do so. We are again living in the time when the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them. Be sure to avail yourselves 
o f this, another divinely arranged matter.

Address all requests for sermon papers to T he W atch 
T ower office. But will each ask for himself and not for 
another? It is the intention not to send papers to any who 
do not express a personal desire to have them. Send in your 
name thus for a free subscription. You need not be in fear 
o f ever being asked to pay for the paper. Any such request 
would be a mistake, and should be promptly reported to T he 
W atch Tower office.
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QUALITIES AND ATTRIBUTES OF JEHOVAH
The Scriptures declare a “ beginning o f the creation of 

God.”  His qualities and attributes were the same then that 
they are now; for the Scriptures also declare his unchangeable­
ness— ‘ ‘ the same yesterday, today and forever. ’ ’— Hebrews 
13:8; Psalm 90:1, 2.

The completeness o f the divine perfection is such that 
companionship is not necessary to the happiness o f Jehovah. 
The One who “ inhabiteth eternity”  is self-centered. The crea­
tion o f angels and of man was indeed his pleasure, because, 
benevolently, he desires to do good, to give capacity for 
pleasure and to afford it opportunity for gratification. Further­
more, the highest good of his creatures calls for an exhibition 
to the full o f all the elements o f divine character— divine 
justice, love, power and wisdom.

BELIEF IN SATAN LOGICAL
The declaration o f the Bible respecting the Father’s Power 

is that “ the eyes o f the Lord ["the intelligence of Jehovah] 
are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.”  
(Proverbs 15:3) This statement implies that there are things 
evil as well as good; things which God approves and things 
which he disapproves. This citation comes the nearest to a 
suggestion o f God’s omnipresence contained in the Scriptures.

The fact that the Lord has knowledge of all conditions of 
things is not out of harmony with the other facts that he per­
mits conditions which he disapproves, and which he declarer 
that he will ultimately destroy. “ All the wicked will he des­
troy .” — Psalm 145:20.

I f  we accept the great divine premise that the Bible is the 
Word o f God, then wo are bound to accept the declaration that 
there is a being called Satan, that he is the “ god of this 
world”  (2 Corinthians 4 :4 ) , and that he now works in the 
“ hearts of the children of disobedience.”  (Ephesians 2 :2 ) 
These words imply not only that there are evil principles at 
work in this world, but that behind them there are evil spirit 
beings, o f whom Satan is the inspirer and through whom ho 
is working.

Certain statements are made respecting Satan which could 
not properly be applied to a principle of evil, or to a working 
o f error; as, for instance, Jesus declared that Satan was a 
“ murderer”  from the beginning— and a “ liar.”  (John 8:44) 
Errors and principles are not murderers and liars. It would be 
a misuse of language to make such application. Only an in­
telligent being can be a murderer or a liar. Hence the whole
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tenor o f the Scriptures upholds the assertion that there is such 
a being as Satan and that he is in opposition to God.

I f  we wem  to suppose the everlasting continuance of Satan 
as a being, as an adversary of God, the matter would seem 
strange to us, because irreconcilable with our conception of 
divine power. We have the statement of the Scriptures respect­
ing his reign and ultimate destruction. (Hebrews 2:14) With 
this information we have a reasonable, logical thought on the 
subject. When we consider the Scriptural presentation 
further, that originally Satan was not an evil being, but that 
he made himself evil by the exercise of personal liberty and be­
came the enemy of God, the subject seems to be clear and 
reasonable. In fact, this is the only rational solution to the 
problem o f his existence.

To suppose that there is no Satan is to suppose that God has 
permitted his Word to deceive mankind in this respect, or 
that the devil is a manifestation o f God himself— a position 
which is unthinkable. Nor is it logical to say that there is a 
devil, an opponent o f God, and at the same time to maintain 
that God is all in all, and omnipresent— everywhere present. 
But we do not find this latter statement to be Biblical. The 
Scriptural proposition is that at the close o f the Millennial age, 
when Christ shall have conquered sin and Satan, when Satan 
shall have been destroyed, and when the empire o f the universe 
shall be in absolute harmony, then God will be all in all. (1 
Corinthians 15:28) To all eternity there will be no opposition 
to his will. There is opposition now, however, in many places 
and at many times. But ultimately, God will have full control.

THE OMNIPOTENCE OF JEHOVAH
To say that God is all power is sophistry of language which 

often misleads the one questioning as well as the one attempt­
ing to answer him. The statement is not correct. I f  God is 
all power, then he is not love or justice or wisdom. He would 
thus be limited to the one great attribute o f power, or force. 
Such cannot be the thought entertained by any logical mind. 
It is, nevertheless, a form o f statement that is often used, per­
haps unintentionally, but very injuriously to the reasoning 
faculties.

The Bible nowhere says God is all power. There is a 
marked difference between being power and exercising power. 
God is all-powerful. He has the ability to exercise power in 
any direction to the extent that he wills. I f  he had chosen, 
he could have so created Satan that he could not think or do 
other than in harmony with the divine will; or he could have 
exercised his power to crush the adversary and thus have des­
troyed him long ago. But he has permitted Satan to exist for 
six thousand years, in the sense that he does not restrain the 
devil from doing evil. The Scriptures, however, tell us that 
God will eventually destroy him.

The scope o f the exercise o f divine power is the universe, 
but it is difficult for our finite minds to comprehend the mean­
ing o f this word— universe. Astronomers tell us that by the 
aid of photo-astronomy they can see nearly 125,000,000 suns— 
the centers o f solar systems like our own, with supposedly more 
than a billion of planets more or less like our earth. These, we 
may assume, are in process of development, are in preparation 
for inhabitants, whom the great Creator will in due time pro­
vide. 'From the Scriptural standpoint, however, the great 
work o f human creation began with our earth. What a bound­
less thought we have in the mere suggestion that the billion 
worlds are to be peopled, and that the lessons of righteousness 
and sin, o f life and death eternal, now being taught to human­
ity, will never need to be repeated!

We stand appalled at the immensity o f space and at the 
law and order which everywhere reign! We heartily assent 
to the words o f the Prophet David, “ Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge. There is no 
speech nor language where their voice is not heard.”  (Psalm 
19:2, 3) The person who can look upon this wonderful dis­
play o f superhuman power and believe that these worlds created 
themselves, shows to the majority of us that, if  he has brains, 
they are sadly disordered, unbalanced. Whoever, after mature 
thought, concludes that there is no God, that everything came 
to be what it is by chance or by the operation of some blind 
force— that person is described in the Scriptures in the follow­
ing words, “ The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.”  
—Psalm 14:1.

As scientific instruments demonstrate to us the immensity 
o f the universe, we perceive that the Prophet used very mod­
erate language indeed in his description of the majestic power 
and greatness of the Creator, when he represents Jehovah as 
weighing the mountains in his balance and holding the seas in 
the hollow o f his hand. (Isaiah 40:12) From his standpoint, a 
thousand years are but as a watch in the night. (Psalm 90:4) 
How insignificantly small we all feel in the presence o f our 
♦Jnd! No wonder some great men are inclined to say that

humanity is too insignificant from the divine standpoint to be 
worthy of the least consideration— much less to be objects of 
divine care and providence!

THE OMNISCIENCE OF JEHOVAH
To say that God is all knowledge is also an inaccurate 

statement. I f  God were all knowledge, how could he be all 
power? God has all knowledge, possesses all knowledge. But 
this is a different matter. I f  we say, “ The boy has a hoop,”  
we do not mean that he is a hoop. To be a hoop and to have

hoop are not the same. God is omniscient; that is, he 
knows all things. This very fact proves that he is a personal 
God. There can be no knowledge without personality. 
Knowledge implies cognizance of external things. Amongst 
the things outside the divine Person are things both good and 
evil.

When we read that God created man in his own image and 
likeness (Genesis 1:26, 27), we may know that man is not God. 
He was merely made in the imago of God. Because God is 
perfect, therefore the human being made in his image would 
be satisfactory to God. That human being had knowledge. 
But he neglected the Word of God, and thus he learned some­
thing by his neglect. What he learned is mentioned in the 
Scriptures. “ He is become as one o f us [the Elohim], to 
know good and evil.”  (Genesis 3:22) This statement proves 
that God knows good and evil.

I f  God did not know evil from good, then he could not 
be our Instructor. By his laws, his principles, God sets be­
fore our minds that which is right and that which is wrong. 
Adam knew how to discriminate between right and wrong, bu{ 
his disobedience increased his knowledge o f both good and 
evil. In his fallen condition man cannot always determine be­
tween them. Therefore God gave Israel a law, and man’s 
knowledge o f that law assists him to discriminate between 
good and evil.

One of old time said, ‘ ‘ Thou art a God which hidest thy­
self.”  (Isaiah 45:15) How true! As a result the world by 
wisdom knows not God. He is near in his wisdom and love, 
yet he can be seen only by those whose eyes of understanding 
have been opened. But we are glad that the time is coming 
when all the blind eyes shall see clearly. “As truly as I 
live,”  says Jehovah, “ all the earth shall he filled with the 
glory of the Lord.”  “ The earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.”  (Num. 14:21; Hab. 2:14) Then all shall see what 
God hath wrought, and our temporary blindness will but 
accentuate the glorious brightness of his wisdom, justice, love 
and power.

“ GOD IS LOVE”
God is love in the sense that the term love represents the 

central principle o f the divine character. There is nothing 
contrary to love in God. The Scriptures do not teach that 
there is nothing except love anywhere— that God is everywhere 
and love is everywhere. But they teach that God is a loving 
character. This does not militate against the other statements 
that God is just, wise and powerful. But this quality o f love 
best o f all represents the divine Being. All o f his justice is 
in harmony with his love. There is no exercise o f justice or 
power in an evil sense, for all his attributes work together for 
good to all his creatures.

The Scriptures eneourage us to reason from the known to 
the unknown. They tell us that although God is so great, so 
wise, so powerful, he is also just and loving. And the more 
we consider the matter, the more reasonable the Bible descrip­
tion o f the Almighty appears. His power we see demonstrated. 
The wisdom of One so great cannot be doubted. When we 
come to consider, Could One so wise and so powerful be unjust 
or ungenerous? Our hearts answer. N o! No one is really 
great who is devoid o f justice and love. So surely as our God 
is Jehovah, he must possess these qualities.

When we came in contact with the Bible, and particularly 
after we learned something of its teachings and got rid of the 
misrepresentations which gathered about it during the dark 
ages— then we began to recognize it as the message o f Jehovah 
to his creatures. It informs us that the great Creator o f 
the universe is not only almighty and all-wise, but loving and 
kind, with Justice as the foundation of his empire. (Psalm 
89:13, 14) From the Bible we learn, too, that our Creator has 
been pleased to make us in his own image, in his own moral 
likeness, to the intent that we may enjoy him and the fruits of 
his righteousness to all eternity.

All the power, all the justice, all the wisdom, o f God must 
be used in accordance with his own character, which is love. 
It will therefore be loving wisdom, loving justice, which he will 
use toward all creation in the exercise of his loving power for 
their good. He created man. He permitted Adam to disobey
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his law, telling us that he knew in advance what man would do 
and that he permitted man to do wrong.— Isaiah 46:9, 10.

In permitting sin to enter the world, God had two ends in 
view. He purposed to give an illustration to the angels respect­
ing the results o f obedience and Of disobedience. He also in­
tended that the human family should gain a lesson from this 
experience. Thus we know that G od’s arrangement from the 
beginning has been for a resurrection o f the dead. “ As all 
in Adam die, even so shall all in Christ be made alive.’ ’— 1 
Corinthians 15 :21, 22.

I f  we were to take any fragment o f Scripture as a basis 
for a system of doctrine, we would find ourselves either teach­
ing universalism on the one hand, or claiming that God has no 
wisdom, or that he purposed the evil, or what not. We would 
get into all sorts o f confusion. But when we see the perfect 
adjustment o f G od’s justice, wisdom, love and power, and 
realize that he has good purposes respecting the evil, that 
he has fully marked out what it shall do and what it shall not 
do, either in its present influence, or its ultimate influence, this 
gives us confidence in the character o f God.

THE PERMISSION OF EVIL
From only one standpoint can divine wisdom and love be 

discerned in connection with the history of mankind. It must 
include the age about to be ushered in— the period of Messiah’s 
reign of righteousness. This will be the time when every mem­
ber o f A dam ’s race, sharing the penalty of sin and death 
because inheriting his weaknesses, will be set free from these; 
the time when the full knowledge of the glory o f God shall be 
granted to every human being, and when a full opportunity will 
come to each, by obedience, to gain life everlasting.

The lesson thus far taught is the goodness and the severity 
o f God— his goodness in bringing us into being, and his severity 
in the punishment o f father Adam ’s wilful transgression; also 
to both men and angels, justice, unswerving justice. The next 
lesson to be taught to God’s intelligent creatures is that God is 
love. The foundation for these lessons is already laid in the 
ransom-sacrifice of Jesus, through and on account o f which he

becomes the world’s Redeemer and Restorer. A  few can believe 
this message by faith; but not many have the ear o f faith or 
the eye o f faith. Only the saints are able to appreciate this 
great fact at the present time.

That which is now secret and understood only by the few 
is shortly to be made manifest to every creature in heaven and 
in earth. All will then see and be able to appreciate the 
great fact that the redemption accomplished by the sacrifice of 
Jesus is world-wide and means a full deliverance from the 
sin-and-death condemnation which passed upon Adam and all of 
his race, to all who will accept the same as a gift from God. 
The remainder will be destroyed in the second death.

THE SECOND DEATH THE ESSENCE OF WISDOM
As for the second death, we easily see that i f  God created 

man in his own image, man must o f necessity be a free moral 
agent; otherwise he would not be in G od’s image. I f  man 
was created a free moral agent, he must have the power or 
privilege to will wrong as well as right. I f  he exercise his 
power in the direction o f evil, God has the power to destroy 
him. On the other hand, i f  he live in harmony with righteous­
ness God has the power to grant him life to all eternity.

The destruction o f the wicked in the second death is the 
essence of wisdom. As to the declaration that God is too pure 
to behold evil (Habakkuk 1 :13 ), the thought o f the original 
seems to be that G od’ s character is so pure and so righteous 
that he will not continue to behold evil. He will not permit 
evil to all eternity, for this condition would not be pleasing to 
him.

This very thought implies that there is evil to behold. I f  
not so, how could he behold it? But this is all consistent with 
the divine plan. Ultimately all evil shall be destroyed. Ulti­
mately all creatures which are “ in heaven and on earth and 
such as are in the sea ’ ’ shall be heard saying, ‘ ‘ Blessing and 
honor and glory and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the Lamb forever and ever. ’ ’— Revelation 
5:13.

“SHALL A  NATION BE BORN AT ONCE?”
[This article was a reprint o f that entitled “ Who Hath Heard Such a Thing,’ ’ published in issue o f May, 1894, which please

see.]

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN FLESH AND SPIRIT
“ The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so that ye

cannot do the things that ye would. ’ ’— Galatians 5:17.
The Apostle is addressing these words to Christians, who 

have become new creatures in Christ, to whom old things have 
passed away, and all things have become new. These are said 
to be begotten o f the holy Spirit and therefore to be, in 
reality, spirit beings, who will be changed in the resurrection, 
“ in a moment, in the twinkling o f an eye’ ’— spirit beings who 
have not yet been completed. But the new creature has only 
the flesh in which to operate at the present time.

God expects that the new creature will manifest his loyalty, 
and demonstrate worthiness o f perfection of the spirit in the 
first resurrection. The Apostle says that such must expect to 
find a conflict going on—(the Spirit lusting against the flesh 
and the flesh against the Spirit. The word lust here used is a 
good Anglo-Saxon word meaning desire. The new creature 
strongly desires to be loyal to God and to do his will. The 
flesh strongly desires against all this.

These two spirits are in opposition. The two are in an­
tagonism. The flesh desires to serve itself. It has earthly 
desires, earthly objects, earthly aims. The new creature desires 
to set its affections on the heavenly things and to sacrifice the 
earthly interests and aims and prospects, to live as a spirit 
being tabernacling in the flesh— to live no longer as a human 
being with earthly interests. Whatever serves the one interest 
is in conflict with the other interest.

NEW CREATURES HAMPERED BY THE FLESH 
The words of our text are not addressed to the world, but 

to th« church. The church has been begotten o f the holy Spirit 
—a new creation. I f  these live after the flesh, i f  they renounce 
their covenant o f sacrifice, they will die. But i f  they mortify, 
or kill, the deeds of the flesh and abandon this wholly for the 
Spirit, they shall live— have everlasting life. We all see that 
in our Lord Jesus, holy, harmless, undefiled, there was such a 
contrast; the earthly interests drawing one way, and the 
heavenly interests another. These were all pure and perfect 
desires; nevertheless, as the new creature, begotten o f the holy 
Spirit, he was obliged to overcome them.

We recall our L ord ’s words very near the conclusion o f his 
ministry: “ I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how

am I straitened till it be accomplished! ”  (Luke 12:50) The 
conflict was going on; but the L ord ’s spirit was firm, and he 
was obedient to the terms of his sacrifice. Being perfect, how­
ever, he could do those things that he would. He did them, and 
won the great victory.

In our case the matter is different. We are by nature 
fallen. Our earthly appetites and tastes are depraved. All are 
more or less selfish; some more depraved than are others.

Our flesh is depraved; we cannot do the things that we 
would. Hence we need the merit of Christ to assist us; hence 
the Apostle tells us that every time we as new creatures have 
done wrong, we should acknowledge the error and go to the 
throne of heavenly grace to obtain mercy and find help for 
future needs. Thus we show to God the loyalty o f our hearts. 
All those having Christ’s mind and disposition are hampered 
merely by the weaknesses o f the flesh, the fallen flesh; but they 
have an Advocate, to whom they may go and have these weak­
nesses o f the fallen flesh compensated for.

The question may arise, Why should there be any conflict 
between the flesh and the spirit in our case? and how do we 
overcome these weaknesses sufficiently to desire to become joint- 
sacrificers with Christ, before we are begotten o f the Spirit at 
all? The answer is that while the whole race is fallen, many 
of the fallen ones realize the shame o f their condition and long 
to do righteously, but are unable to do so. They find themselves 
to be slaves of sin. They are weak; they are so bound that 
they cannot do the things that they would. Many o f the Jews 
were in this condition. They were desirous to do G od ’s will, 
but were unable to do so. The desire was there, the will was 
there. But because o f man’s fallen condition there were other 
qualities of their mind in opposition.

The human mind is made up of various qualities. When sin 
came in, the lower and baser of these qualities o f the orignal 
man gained the ascendancy, and the nobler of these qualities 
gradually became effaced, until the original likeness o f God 
was measurably gone from humanity. But in some of the sons 
and daughters o f Adam there is sufficient o f the original God­
likeness to oppose sin and to seek to have reformation o f life.
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Such good influences are manifest even amongst the heathen.
During the Jewish age, some amongst the Jews were seek­

ing to live im harmony with God. Others were following the 
course o f Belial, and serving Satan and giving themselves up to 
selfishness. And so it is today. The Jews could not keep their 
law, and unless they could keep the law perfectly, they would 
fail o f getting everlasting life, just the same as those who had 
never been under the law. Since Pentecost there has been a 
different arrangement. God has provided a Savior, whose 
death is efficacious for the sins of the world.

THE CONFLICT ENDS WITH DEATH
Why, then, has this death not yet been effective for the 

world? God is wishing to find a class willing to lay down 
life itself in G od’s service. Some of these fallen children of 
Adam, noting the call o f G od’s Word— to become footstep- 
followers o f Jesus— have enough strength o f character to follow 
in Christ’s footsteps. They manifest their determination by 
consecrating their lives to his service. Such a consecration 
means that the higher (pialities of the mind have united, and 
have gotten control of the lower qualities o f the mind, putting 
them under constraint.

Under the inspiring influence o f G od ’s promises and the 
message o f the Gospel, they are through the great Advocate 
received as members o f his body— as new creatures in Christ, 
begotten o f the holy Spirit. Thenceforth they have a relation­
ship with God. They are expected then to go forward from 
step to step, continually fighting against the snares of Satan. 
This is the Christian’s life— the battle mentioned in our text. 
The two influences— the flesh and the Spirit— are contrary; 
hence the conflict.

There is no need to go outside and battle with others. 
There is plenty to do within. Happy are those who, by their 
endeavors, show their loyalty to G od! In due time, by the 
power o f the first resurrection, they will lose the old body 
altogether and will be clothed upon with immortality. I f  we 
are “ faithful unto death,”  we shall be like him, our Lord and 
Head, see him as he is, and share his glory.

There is, however, a great and continuous battle; for 
although the new will asserts itself, puts the body under and 
compels its subjection to the new mind, nevertheless, the mortal 
body, not being acually dead, is continually coming in contact 
with the world and the adversary, and is continually being 
stimulated by these and by earthly cares, ambitions, methods, 
strivings, conflicts, to insubordination to our new will.

No saint is without experience o f this kind— fightings with­
out and within. It must be a fight to the finish, or the great 
prize for which we fight will not be gained. For although the 
new creature, by the L ord ’s grace and strength, repeatedly 
masters the mortal body, nevertheless, until death there can be 
no cessation of the conflict.

“ How goes the fight with thee?
The life-long battle ’gainst all evil things?

Thine no low strife, and thine no selfish aim ;
It is the war of giants and of kings! 

* * * * * *
‘ ‘ Say not the fight is long;

’Tis but one battle and the fight is o ’e r ;
No second warfare mars thy victory,

And the one triumph is for evermore! ”

DISCERNING THE WILL OF GOD
“ Teach me thy way, O Lord.” -—Psalm 27:11.

The Lord does not wish us to walk by sight, and thus to 
have no difficulty in discerning his will. Therefore he puts 
matters in such a way that both our obedience and our per­
severance are tested; for wre are to walk by faith and not by 
sight. In order to do this, we should daily take everything to 
the Lord in prayer. We should not undertake anything with­
out seeking to know the will o f the Lord respecting the matter.

Since, however, we have no miraculous insight through 
which we may know what is the will o f God in all the details 
of every-day life, we are not always able to discern that will. 
When the matter is one about which the Scriptures give in­
structions, then the way is clear; for the only course which the 
child of God desires to follow is that of obedience. But when 
the matter is such as depends upon one’s own judgment, then 
the way is not so clear. Realizing that our judgment is not 
sufficient, wo should not tax our minds with what we know is 
beyond our power to decide, but should leave the matter to the 
Lord.

We know that the Lord can direct our course in whatever 
way he chooses, if  we put ourselves under his care. So at the 
beginning of the day we can say, “ Lord, here am I ;  I  thank 
thee for the privilege of another day, which I hope will be full 
o f opportunities for serving the truth and the brethren. I 
ask thee to direct my thoughts, words and conduct, that I may 
-er\e thee acceptably.”  Then we may go forth and use our 
best judgment.

I f  the Lord wants to lead us in one direction or another, 
that is his part, not ours. We have solicited his guidance; 
and our eyes are alert to know and to do his will at any cost. 
In this attitude we may rest easy, knowing that God is able 
and willing to overrule all things for his glory and our profit.

As a child, the Editor noticed that some people had a cer­
tain way o f going to the Lord with all o f their affairs. They 
would open their Bibles at random; and whatever verse their

thumb or finger happened to touch they would consider to be 
the L ord ’s message to them; and they would follow its sug­
gestion carefully. Sometimes the text to which they opened 
seemed to be a remarkable answer to their prayer.

This method is not one with which the Editor desires to 
find fault. But since it did not appeal to his judgment, he took 
the matter to the Lord in prayer and said, ‘ ‘ Father, I  am really 
afraid to adopt this plan. So i f  it please thee, I  would rather 
be directed by my judgment than by this method; for my mind 
does not seem capable o f accepting it .”  The Lord seems to 
have taken him at his word.

There is surely a reason wThy right is right in every matter; 
and we should desire to know it. We should desire to know 
why God wishes a matter this way rather than that way; not 
that we doubt his wisdom, but that we may enter into the spirit 
o f the divine regulations. The E ditor’s method of seeking 
divine guidance is to study the Scriptures, taking all of the 
verses bearing upon the subject under consideration, and trying 
to find the underlying principle of G od’s dealings and teach­
ings.

By this method he has much more happiness than he other­
wise could have. By following the other method he could not 
know whether God or the devil or chance would open the Bible 
for him. He much prefers to follow what he believes to be the 
teaching of the Word of God; that is, to commit all to the 
Father in prayer, asking him to guide both reason and judg­
ment, and then go out and use that judgment and reason to 
the best of his ability. Even i f  God should permit him to use 
his judgment in a way that afterward appeared not to have 
been the best, nevertheless the Father may use it to bring some 
great blessing or profitable lesson. By judgment, o f course, 
he means his understanding of the Father’s Word and of his 
providential leadings. Thus doing, he knows that all things 
shall work together for good.— Rom. 8:28.

THE ONENESS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
“ For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members o f that one body, being many, are one body; so also 

is Christ. For by one spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether 
we be bond or free; and have all been made to drink into one spirit.” — 1 Corinthians 12:12, 13.

We are all baptized by one spirit into one body. The figure 
of a human body o f many members, operating together for the 
general good and for the accomplishment of one general 
purpose, one work, is a mental picture that is very generally 
made use o f by the whole world. It is not confined to the 
church. In our own country we speak of the President, our 
Chief Executive, as the head o f the Government. We speak of 
the Congressional body and the Senatorial body, and of the co­

operation o f the various members o f these bodies in a work for 
the general good.

The specially called out of God’ s people during this Gospel 
age, whether they be called out from amongst the Jews or 
from amongst the Gentiles, are o f one body, because the body 
is one, and not a divided body. In this respect, the body o f 
Christ is different from the political bodies o f today. In the 
United States, for instance, there are the Republican party
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and the Democratic party. They are not united in the most 
desirable sense. But the Lord says, through the Apostle, that 
the church is one body of Christ, that many members compose 
this one body, and that all the members are related to each 
other.

The members o f the body of Christ all have one work, 
purpose, or object, in view, and one method by which to 
in that purpose. They are called to a special service—
; they may show forth the praises o f God. The world is 
:ing to show forth the praises o f king or queen or sect or 
,t not. But this class have but one aim and object in 

u - —to serve God. They are his representatives in the world.
God is the real Emperor, or Ruler, o f the Universe. But 

his subjects in this part o f his dominion are under a curse 
of death. He does not intend to leave them in this condition. 
He intends to roll away this curse eventually and to bring 
them a blessing.

Many who in the past heard o f this purpose did not under­
stand; and many who understood found their hopes grow 
faint, as the time was long. The Scriptures say that G od’s 
plans will not fa il; that his present plan is the election, or 
selection, o f the church, and that the purpose o f the election of 
the church is for the blessing o f the non-elect. God had this 
purpose in mind from before the foundation o f the world, and 
he will carry it out. The church is being chosen that they 
may be associated with the Son of God, the Logos, the 
Mediator, in his kingdom.

THE ONENESS OP THE BODY ILLUSTRATED 
Those who are now called out all receive a begetting o f the 

holy Spirit. They are all baptized by the one spirit into the 
one body. His members are fellow-sharers in the suffering of 
this present time. They are to be fellow-sharers in the glories 
that are to follow. So the Apostle is here dilating on this 
particular phase o f the subject. One member cannot say to 
another, “ You are not needed” ; for God hath set the mem­
bers every one of them in the body as has pleased him. And 
the body would not be complete without every one of them, 
unless one should fail to make his calling and election sure.

With this view of matters, we should be very sympathetic 
with each other. There is no division in the human body. Yet 
one hand is separate from the other hand; there is a separa­
tion between the hand and the foot. But there is a work for 
every part of the body to do. The hand and the foot are 
connected through the head. The brain is in touch with all 
parts of the body through the nerves. Nourishment passes 
from the central stations to the various parts o f the body. So 
it is in the spiritual body. We are not all doing the same

thing. God has a variety o f things to be done. He gives one 
a work to do in this department, he gives another work to do 
in another department.

The Apostle proceeds to say that i f  one member suffer, all 
the other members come to its relief. I f  one member o f the 
body o f Christ suffer, all the other members suffer with it. 
And no member can be in ill condition without the knowledge 
and sympathy o f the Head member, Christ. Our Lord said to 
Saul o f Tarsus, “ I  am Jesus, whom thou persecutest.”  When 
Saul was persecuting some o f the members o f the church, he 
was persecuting Jesus. Whether it is a member living back in 
Jesus’ day or one living today, it is the one body. There is 
one God and Father o f all, one Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
and one holy Spirit by which all are to be controlled and 
guided.

It  is blessed to mark this oneness between Christ Jesus 
and the members o f his body. Our Lord does not selfishly 
grasp all the glory and seek to retain it for himself. On the 
contrary, with loving solicitude he marks the progress of his 
body-members as they develop in character-likeness to him­
self, and says, “ They are mine; and I am glorified in them”  
(John 17:10) ; and he would have them all bound up together 
with himself in the Father’s love. He would also have them 
with himself, beholding and sharing the glory which the Father 
has conferred upon him as a reward for his loyalty and 
obedience throughout all the crucial testings which came upon 
him.

All the divine family are bound together in one bond of 
love and fellowship and confidence and sympathy and harmony 
and common interest; and the honor and glory o f one are the 
honor and glory o f all. The L ord ’s prayer abounds with 
petitions for this oneness. Mark the expression— ‘ ‘ That they 
all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me and I  in thee”  
[thy Spirit, or disposition, and purposes and aim being common 
to us all]. (John 17:21) Hence he would have us adopt the 
same Father’s Spirit, aim and purpose, and devote all our 
powers with zeal and faithfulness to the accomplishment o f the 
Father’s will.

Be not1 men’s servant: think what costly price
Was' paid that thou m ight’st His own bondsman be,

Whose service perfect freedom is. Let this
Hold fast thy heart. His claim is great to thee.

All His are thine to serve: Christ’s brethren here 
Are needing aid, in them thou servest Him.

The least o f all is still His member dear,
The weakest cost His life-blood to redeem.

THE GOSPEL OF HOPE
Following our public address at Havana, a lady o f some 

prominence came forward and expressed herself as greatly 
pleased with what she had heard. She said she appreciated the 
hopeful outlook which we had held before the audience re­
specting G od’s love and care, and the comforts of the truth 
in the present life, and the hopes respecting the future life.

“ B ut,”  said this lady, “ I wish, Pastor Russell, that you 
could inoculate T he W atch Towee readers with this same 
spirit o f hope breathed in your discourses. I  am well 
acquainted with some who are deeply interested in your pre­
sentations of the Bible teachings, but who seem to lose sight of 
the hope and the good things, being chiefly impressed with 
matters that are very doleful and discouraging. They seem to 
dwell upon a coming time o f trouble to such an extent as to 
make both themselves and others about them sad. I  believe 
that i f  they could be inoculated with more of the spirit of 
hope in respect to the future, they could be much happier them­
selves and make others about them much happier. I  believe 
that they would really make much more progress in the propa­
gation of the truth, i f  indeed your presentations are the 
truth, as they seem to be .”  We promised to lay the matter 
before T he W atch Tower readers, and are now doing so.

YE HAVE NEED OF HOPE
The Apostle wrote, “ Ye have need o f patience.”  We are 

not contradicting his statement when we add that also, “ Ye 
have need of hope. ’ ’ Without hope, patience would soon fritter 
away; and no length or breadth or depth o f character could be 
expected. The very word Gospel is full o f hope; for it means 
good tidings. Whoever, therefore, would preach the Gospel 
should be sure that his message is one of good tidings, one 
of hope. True, it may be necessary and appropriate at times 
to say something respecting the time o f trouble that we see 
near. Yet even that subject is to be approached from the 
standpoint of good tidings. To tell about the time o f trouble 
merely to alarm people, would not be to use it as a part of the 
good tidings. I f  necessary to refer to the time of trouble, we

V I — 31

should mention it merely as that dark cloud which for a litle 
season will obscure the dawn o f the rapidly oncoming day of 
Christ— the day o f blessing and joy— the world’s jubilee— the 
time o f rolling away the curse and substituting G od’s blessing.

“ THE WHOLE CREATION GROANETH”
The majority o f the world and also o f the L ord ’s conse­

crated people have plenty o f trouble in the present time with­
out being terrorized needlessly in respect to the great day of 
trouble. Let us remember that, additionally, the world has a 
latent fear respecting the future. They have been told by 
distinguished religious teachers and by musty creeds that nearly 
everybody was damned in advance to spend an eternity of 
torture. And although this is no longer outwardly preached to 
intelligent people, and no longer would be believed, nevertheless 
insinuations are often thrown out; and a secret fear lurks in 
the mind lest there should really be something terrible awaiting 
the masses after death— a Catholic purgatory o f awful severity, 
i f  not the endless torture of Protestantism. Much of the 
present day tendency toward intoxication with pleasures and 
travels, as well as with alcoholic intoxicants, is the result o f an 
attempt to get away from fearful forebodings— to substitute 
more pleasant and happifying thoughts.

What the world specially needs is what the Bible alone 
can give. Bible students alone are qualified to introduce others 
to this comfort of the Scriptures. More and more, therefore, 
it should be our aim to bind up the brokenhearted and to say 
to the weary and heavy-laden, “ Come to Christ, and find relief 
and rest. Come now, and see who is the great Burden-bearer 
for all who become his followers. Then look beyond the present 
and see how, in harmony with the Father’s gracious arrange­
ment, he will eventually scatter the blessings of restitution far 
and wide. Behold the love o f God, which constraineth us! 
Cast away your fear o f him! Draw nigh unto him through 
Christ, and he will draw nigh unto you.”

As there may be proper times for telling something about 
the time o f trouble coming, which will inaugurate Messiah’s

[5213]



( 106- 107) T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R B r o o kly n , N. Y.

glorious reign, so there may be proper times for telling the 
wayward that those who sin shall suffer; that walking in the 
ways o f sin they are walking away from God; that the end of 
that way is death—the second death; and that “ whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shajl he also reap. ’ ’ But these features of 
the divine Word are not so necessary to he repeated every day; 
for mankind instinctively know that sin leads to suffering of 
some kind, and that righteousness sooner or later brings its 
reward.

What the world needs most is encouragement to turn away 
from sin, to realize the sympathy of God for the rebellious 
family of Adam, and to know of the arrangement which God 
has made whereby ho will have mercy upon all, through Christ. 
We need to follow the Master’ s course when he declared, 
“ Blessed are your eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they 
hear. ’ ’ We need to tell those who see and hear what a 
blessing they enjoy.

It is necessary at times to point to the narrow way o f self- 
sacrifice, self-denial, suffering, which the followers o f Jesus 
must take i f  they would share with him in his kingdom glories, 
honors and immortality. But they will find the narrowness of 
the way, even if  we should not tell them. No one can walk 
in the narrow way, no one can follow Jesus, without knowing 
the truth o f the statement, “ Through much tribulation shall 
ye enter the kingdom of heaven. ’ ’

What then shall we tell the people? Oh, give them also the 
message of hope, the message o f joy, the message of peace! 
Let us draw the attention o f the brethren to the blessed 
privileges that are ours, rather than frequently to point them 
to the trials and hardships of the way. But what are the 
privileges o f the Christian, if  through great tribulation he must 
enter the Kingdom? They are, oh, so grand! It is his to 
know the joy  of sins forgiven; and many need to have this 
told them over and over again, that they may fully appreciate 
it. It is his to know of the heavenly Bather’s love and care—  
matters so easily forgotten in the stress o f life. These assur­
ances of the Word need to he repeated over and over: “ The

Father himself loveth you.” “ God is for us.”  “ All things 
shall work together for good to them that love God. ’ ’

As these promises of G od’s Word abound in our hearts, 
they promote the fruits of the holy Spirit; joy and peace come 
in, such as the world can neither give nor take away. The 
peace of God, which passeth all human understanding, thus 
gradually comes more and more to dwell in our hearts; and so 
thankfulness results. Thankfulnes in turn leads to more joy 
and praise, and to more sympathy for oui fellows— for our 
families and for the world. Thus the Christian finds himself 
growing in grace, knowledge and love.

“ THINK ON THESE THINGS”
All this is in full accord with St. Paul’s advice: “ What­

soever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso­
ever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if 
there be any virtue, and if  there be any praise, think on these 
things.”  (Philippians 4 :8 ) Following this course then— of 
preaching the Gospel of hope— we are following the Master 
and the apostles. They had so much o f this spirit o f hope, 
trust, confidence, love, joy  and peace, that they could rejoice 
in tribulation; and they did so. The apostles even sang praise 
to God that they were accounted worthy to share in the suffer­
ings of Christ, that they might also share in his coming glories.

Let us then, dear brethren, realize that the world has tears 
and sorrows enough, and fears aplenty. Let us more and 
more use our time, strength, talents, joys, etc., in relieving the 
poor world of its mental distress. Hearken to the words of 
Jesus, “ God shall wipe all tears from all eyes.” “ Be ye per­
fect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.”  As 
it will be God’ s great work in the future, through Christ and 
the church, to wipe away earth’s tears, let us chase away some 
of those fears at the present time. Thus we shall help to 
prepare the way for the world to come back into fellowship with 
God by and by, for the faithful of the present time to walk 
more carefully in the footsteps of Jesus and to encourage one 
another in the good way.

I  journeyed through the twilight 
Where all w'as dark and drear, 

And wondered why my Savior 
Bid not seem always near.

As steeper grew the pathway 
And full o f thorns the road,

I stumbled, deaf and blinded, 
Beneath my heavy load.

The tears of my own grieving 
Had filled mine eyes with mist, 

And thro ’ the vapory veiling 
The face o f Christ I missed.

At last I  fixed my vision 
On heavenly heights o f love, 

Whose tips were ever glowing 
In sunlight from above.

And wandering thus, up-gazing,
I  earnestly pressed on,

GETHSEMANE
Unheeding thorns and thistles 

By which my feet were torn.
A t last, worn out and weary,

I  fell upon the ground,
Where, worn by time and tempest,

A granite cross I  found. I

I leaned my head upon it,
My all on it I  laid;

Together with my sorrow's,
My j° y s I also gave.

Then suddenly a rustling 
Of pinions filled the air,

And lo! beside me kneeling 
I  saw an angel there.

And midnight in the Garden 
Was bright as day to me,

For Christ stood ’mid the shadows 
Of my Gethsemane!

B irla I. Morris.

HATED WITHOUT A CAUSE
April 27.— Genesis 37.

“ Love envieth not.” — 1 Corinthians 13:4.
The story of Joseph and his brethren, beautiful in its 

simplicity as a narrative, is deeply interesting and instructive, 
from various viewpoints. One lesson would be the unwisdom 
o f a parent in showing too great a preference for one child 
above another, and thus cultivating amongst the children a 
spirit o f envy. Another lesson would be along the line of the 
unwisdom of telling even our dreams to unsympathetic ears: as 
when Joseph told his dreams to his brethren. In the one 
dream, he saw eleven shocks of wheat bow down to one shock, 
which wms his. In the other dream, he saw' the sun, the moon 
and the eleven stars all doing homage to him.

Joseph was not to be blamed for having these dreams. Un­
like the majority of dreams, they apparently came not from 
indigestion, but w'ere from the Lord. Joseph was not even to 
blame for artlessly telling the dream to his brethren; and evi­
dently this was the very thing which the Lord intended should 
be done. The Lord foreknew the jealousy of Joseph’s brethren, 
and how envy w ould be cultivated in their m inds; and he gave 
the opportunity for it ; for he had already mapped out Joseph’s 
subsequent experiences, which the envy of his brethren merely 
helped to accomplish.

We may, however, learn the lesson that in. general it is 
the part o f wisdom to keep to one’s self truths not necessary 
for another to know which might merely arouse opposition. 
Jesus encouraged this very thought, saying, “ Cast not your 
pearls before swine, lest they turn again and injure you.”  
Very deep truths connected with the divine plan and with 
Christian hopes had better not be told to others than those for 
whom they are intended by the Lord— namely, the meek.

JOSEPH A TYPE OF MESSIAH 
The most important feature o f today’s Bible Study is 

that which in addition to all that we have suggested, recognizes 
Joseph as a type, or prophetic picture o f Christ, the Messiah. 
Joseph was kind to his brethren and was on an errand o f 
mercy to them when their envy plotted his death, and later 
on sold him into slavery in Egypt. His brethren hated him 
without a cause—merely because he was good, because his 
father loved him, and because God in the dreams foreshadowed 
his coming exaltation.

Joseph’s brethren should have said, “ Let us rejoice that 
we have so noble a brother. Let us rejoice if it be God’ s will 
that he should be very highly exalted. God’s promise made to
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our grandfathers, Abraham and Isaac, and to our father 
Jacob, may thus be reaching a fulfilment. Let G od’s blessings 
come in whatever way he sees best. We will rejoice with our 
brother, as we see that he is pleasing to God and to our father 
Jacob. We will seek more and more to copy his character.”  
But they were envious to the point o f cruelty, first resolving to 
murder him, and later, merely as an alternative, to sell him 
as a slave.

“ THEY HATED HIM WITHOUT A CAUSE”
But God ’s providence continued with Joseph and blessed 

him as a slave, and through much tribulation finally brought 
him to the throne o f Egypt— next in influence and power to 
Pharaoh himself. Then it was that the famine o f the land 
drove Joseph’s brethren to Egypt to buy wheat. Thus was 
fulfilled his dream— that his brethren bow down, as illustrated 
in the eleven sheaves which bowed down before his.

Later on when his father and the entire family came into 
Egypt to live in Goshen, they all did obeisance to Joseph, as 
the representative o f the Egyptian government, thus fulfilling 
the second dream. But all o f these experiences were at the 
time dark. They all looked as though the Lord had less love 
for Joseph than for any others o f his family, until the time 
came for his exaltation to the throne. Then everything 
changed.

“ WHICH THINGS ARE AN ALLEGORY”
The allegorical meaning o f all this, as applied to Jesus, is 

that he was also hated without a cause. We read in Psalm 
69:4, "T h e y  that hate me without a cause are more than the 
hairs o f mine head. ’ ’ Jesus quoted this statement and applied 
it to himself, saying, "T h e y  hated me without a cause.”  
(John 15:25) The brethren of Jesus were the Jews, who 
crucified him. But there was no cause o f death found in him.

We perceive that it was for envy that they delivered him 
up and called for his crucifixion, because his works were good 
and theirs were evil; because he taught the way of the Lord 
more perfectly than they; because he declared to them that 
the time would come when they and all others would recognize 
him as the Messiah— coming in the clouds o f heaven with 
power and great glory— and would bow the knee to him.

As with Joseph, disaster, treachery and shame prepared the 
way for glory and honor on the throne o f Egypt, so with Jesus. 
His trying experiences' proved him loyal to God and led on­
ward to his exaltation to the right hand o f Divine Majesty. 
St. Paul refers to this, saying o f Jesus, ‘ ‘ Who for the joy  that 
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is set down at the right hand o f the throne o f God. ’ ’ 
(Hebrews 12:2) Again he says, "Though he was rich, for 
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might 
become rich”  (2 Corinthians 8 :9 ) , even as the experiences of 
J oseph— all of his humiliation— prepared the way for him to be 
succored and honored by Pharaoh. Again we read o f Jesus, 
that "h e  learned obedience by the things which he suffered; 
and being made perfect [through suffering], he became the 
author o f eternal salvation to all those that obey him. ’ ’—  
Hebrews 5 :9.

‘ ‘IF WE SUFFER WITH HIM’ ’
The Scriptures assure us that in G od’s great plan, not only 

Jesus is to be exalted to the throne as the world’s Messiah, 
but with him is to be a company of brethren, sharers o f the 
same glory, honor and immortality. And these brethren, in 
God’s great purpose, are required to pass through similar ex­
periences to those of their Elder Brother Jesus. Their ex­
periences, therefore, are illustrated also in Joseph’s experiences, 
They are not on an equality with their Elder Brother. He is 
designated their Head, their Chief, the Captain o f their salva­
tion. So we read again, that God, ‘ ‘ in bringing many sons 
to glory, made the Captain o f their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. ’ ’— Hebrews 2:10.

And all o f the company of sons received under this great 
Captain must similarly be perfected through sufferings.

Does not this account for the trying experiences o f the 
Church during the past nineteen centuries? The Apostle John 
declares, " A s  he was, so are we, in this world’ ’ ; and again, 
"T h e  world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.”  As 
Joseph’s brethren were blind to the fact that their brother 
would be their savior from famine, as well as the savior of the 
Egyptians, so the world fails to realize that only through the 
Messiah will any have eternal life.

In the very same connection in which Jesus mentions that 
he was hated without a cause, he plainly forwarns all o f his 
elect followers that they must similarly expect to be hated un­
justly. We read, " I f  the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. I f  ye were o f the world, the world 
would love its own; but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out o f the world, therefore the world hateth 
you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant

is not greater than his lord. I f  they have persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you; i f  they have kept my saying, they will 
keep yours also. But all these things will they do unto you 
for my name’s sake, because they know not him that sent me. 
. . . But this cometh to pass that the word might be fulfilled 
that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause. ’ ’ 
— John 15:18-25.

We give in full the same text from which our Lord quoted, 
‘ ‘ They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs 
o f mine head . . . Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord 
God o f hosts, be ashamed for my sake; let not those that seek 
thee be confounded for my sake, O God o f  Israel. Because 
for thy sake I  have borne reproach: shame hath covered my 
face. I  am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien 
unto my mother’s children. For the zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up; and the reproaches o f  them that reproached thee 
are fallen upon me. Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am 
full o f  heaviness; and I  looked for some to take pity, but 
there was none; and for comforters, but I  found none. They 
gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink.” — Psalm 69:4-9, 20, 21.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE FACTS
We have considered the facts— that Jesus and all o f his 

followers, according to divine intention, have suffered shame 
and contempt. We perceive that, in the case o f Jesus and o f 
the early church, the persecution came from their brethren 
according to the flesh— from the Jews. And since then, all 
the way down the Gospel age, the persecutions o f  the church, 
the brethren o f Jesus, the household o f faith, have come from 
their brethren, too. These brethren are not Jews, but 
Christians. As the Jewish religionists in Jesus’ day persecuted 
their more righteous brethren, so since then nominal Christians 
have been the chief persecutors o f the L ord ’s faithful fo l­
lowers.

This persecution has come upon faithful souls o f nearly 
every denomination. And, sad to say, this persecution has 
come from unfaithful souls o f nearly every denomination. 
Presbyterians, Covenanters, Episcopalians, Homan Catholics, 
Methodists and Baptists have all endured persecutions from 
blinded brethren; and blinded ones amongst themselves have 
also shared in the persecuting work. In nearly every case the 
profession has been made that the persecuting was done for 
the glory o f God. Thus the Lord through the Prophet ex­
presses the matter, saying, "Y o u r  brethren that hated you, that 
cast you out for my name’s sake, said, Let the Lord be glori­
fied! But he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be 
ashamed.” — Isaiah 66:5.

Already the world in general, including the Jews, realize 
that a great mistake was made in persecuting Jesus unto death. 
Already to some extent similar transgressions against the faith­
ful followers o f Jesus have been recognized. And yet the 
same blindness, from the same envious disposition, leads on to 
persecution even in our day.

The majority admit that they do not know very distinctly 
much about God or much about the Bible. They pray for 
light, and sing, "L ea d , kindly Light, amid the encircling 
gloom .”  And yet, if  any light appear, i f  any voice of love 
or tenderness be heard, directing toward the dawning o f the 
new day ,and pointing out with clearness the riches of G od ’s 
grace and the lengths and breadths of his mercy, immediately 
their songs for light cease, and their stones o f ridicule and 
slander are hurled. And why? Lest peradventure there should 
be any change; lest any one should get further light; lest 
the divine promise should be fulfilled, and a new dawn should 
be ushered in.

But what is the philosophy o f these facts o f history? Why 
has God permitted, yea, ordained that Christ should suffer, and 
that all who would walk in his steps must share in his ex­
periences o f ignominy and shame and reproach— suffering with 
him? In Jesus’ case, the Father used the trying experiences 
to test the love and loyalty o f his Son, and to demonstrate his 
obedience to angels and to men. Intending to confer upon 
him very great glory and honor, the Father would have all 
to see, as he saw it, the worthiness o f the Logos, subsequently 
Jesus.

In a symbolical picture the heavenly hosts are represented 
as acknowledging the propriety o f the high exaltation of 
Jesus, because of his faithfulness unto death, saying, "W orthy  
is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.”  
And if  such a demonstration of the worthiness of Jesus, the 
Logos, was necessary or proper, much more necessary would it 
seem that an elect church, being gathered from amongst a 
fallen race, should be proven loyal to God to the very la s t -  
even unto death. There is a difference, however.
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In the case o f the Master, it was a demonstration that he 
was perfect before he left the heavenly glory, and perfect 
also when he .became the Man Christ Jesus— '“ holy, harmless, 
undefiled and separate from sinners/’ “ In him was no s i n / ’ 
In the case of his followers, the imperfection of the flesh still 
remains; but they are judged, not according to the weaknesses

of their flesh— of heredity— but according to the love and zeal 
of their hearts. And this loving zeal is witnessed to by their 
endeavor to walk faithfully in the footsteps o f their Leader 
and Savior, overcoming to the best of their ability the weak­
nesses o f their flesh, and “ showing forth the praises of him 
who called them out o f darkness into his marvelous light. ’ ’

AFFLICTED, YET A COMFORTER
may 4.— Genesis 40 and 41.

‘ ‘ God giveth grace to the
Joseph may well be designated the model young man of 

Old Testament times. In some respects, he would be a model 
for any time. There is a distinction to be made, however. 
Joseph lived before the time of spirit-begetting, and hence was 
merely a natural man, not a Christian. He lived before the 
time o f Bibles, before the time of preaching and Sunday 
Schools. He merely inherited from his father a strong faith 
in the God of Abraham, who had promised that, ultimately, a 
blessing should come to all people through Jacob ’s posterity. 
Joseph, who was one o f that family, reverenced God and sought 
to live humbly, nobly. His faithfulness to God and his trust 
in God’s promise served as a rudder to guide and direct all the 
affairs o f his life. Whatsoever he did was with a view to pleas­
ing God and winning his approval.

Such faithfulness was probably rare at that time, as it 
is today, and the reward came in Joseph’s advancement to the 
highest station in the house of his master— that of steward. 
His conscientiousness led him to be careful, economical and 
wise; and his master could and did entrust everything to his 
care. Young men of Joseph’s type are very much valued every­
where today— yea, they have been valued in every period of 
the w orld ’s history— trustworthy men, faithful men, economical 
men, wise men; and all these qualities go with godliness—with 
faith in God, and a realization of responsibility to him.

But just in the height o f Joseph’s prosperity, calamity 
came. His steadfastness to principle angered his mistress. 
She falsely accused him ; and he was cast into prison and 
made to appear guilty o f a heinous crime, disloyal to his master 
and benefactor. Yet all the while he was innocent; but only 
God and himself knew o f that innocence. The adversary had 
made circumstantial evidence to appear so strong that Joseph’s 
guilt was not questioned. The poet Shakespeare noted this 
trait o f human weakness in these words: “ Hell hath no fury
like a woman scorned. ’ ’

How strange it seems that God would allow so terrible a 
blight to fall upon the life o f one who was seeking to walk in 
the ways of righteousness! We can imagine Joseph’s query­
ing why this evil had befallen him, and saying with the 
Prophet, “ They that work wickedness are set up; yea, they 
that tempt God are even delivered; while those who seek to 
live righteously suffer persecution. ’ ’

But evidently Joseph did not permit himself to question the 
wisdom of divine providence which took him to prison in Egypt 
any more than he allowed himself to question the wisdom of 
the same providence in permitting him to be _sold a slave into 
Egypt. His faith in God endured the test. He became stronger 
as he found himself shut away from all earthly hopes and 
ambitions— dead to the world. The more did he cultivate 
faith in the Alm ighty; the more did he determine that 
at any cost he would live righteously, soberly, reverentially. 
Even in prison, his faithfulness, intelligence and general good­
ness were recognized. He became the prison keeper’s trusty 
man and assistant. Such a character, no matter how much 
traduced, misrepresented and slandered, eventually will com­
mend itself to those with whom it has close contact. And the 
principle holds good today, as then.

DREAMS OF BUTLER AND BAKER
The prison regulations o f old were less methodical than at 

present. Joseph had been in prison for years, had probably 
been forgotten, and might have continued there indefinitely, 
had not something occurred to bring his case to official notice. 
When he was twenty-eight years old, two high officials were 
thrust into prison because Pharaoh had taken some offence at 
their conduct. One o f these was the king’s secretary and 
butler, or cup-bearer. The other was head o f his culinary 
department.

Joseph, as the general overseer of the prison, came in con­
tact with these men, noted their sadness of face and tendered 
sympathy. What a noble example! Instead o f moping about, 
bemoaning his lot, Joseph was cheerful, trusting in God and 
waiting for some circumstance by which God would eventually 
open up the way before him. Such a noble character can 
always find time to speak a word o f consolation to those in 
trouble! What an example to worldly men of today! What 
an example to Christian men o f today, who have much ad­
vantage over him in so many ways.

hum ble/’-—1 Peter 5:5.
There are some who tell us that our race is rising so rapidly 

from brute nature by evolutionary processes, that impliedly 
Joseph, living nearly four thousand years ago— two thousand 
years after Adam ’s creation— would be almost a brute, only a 
few removes from the monkey. But how different a view is 
given of him by this little narrative, which makes no attempt 
to pointing a moral with his experiences, but merely records 
them as matters of fact!

When Joseph learned that the two official prisoners were 
troubled because of impressive dreams, he volunteered interpre­
tations. The one was encouraging, and the other discouraging. 
He told the butler that within three days he would be back 
again in favor with the king, but informed the baker that 
within three days he would be executed. Then Joseph, mindful 
o f the fact that he had a duty to perform in respect to attain­
ing his own liberty, urged upon the butler— the one he had so 
encouraged and befriended—that when at liberty he would 
remember his comforter and do something to bring Joseph’s 
case before proper authorities, that he might be heard and, 
if  possible, be released.

But alas, for the hardness o f heart so prevalent! The 
butler forgot all about Joseph, his prisoner friend, for two 
years! Then the matter was brought to his attention by 
Pharaoh’s dream; for none of the wise men of Egypt were able 
to interpret it. With apologies for his neglect, the butler told 
the king of the dream experiences of the baker and himself in 
prison and of the wonderful young man Joseph, who by some 
god-given power had interpreted their dreams, just as these 
turned out.

During those two years, Joseph doubtless hoped much and 
waited longingly for some adjustment o f his case. We doubt 
not that instead of growing faint in respect to his faith in 
God, .he all the more earnestly laid hold upon the Lord, and 
realized that his experiences must be for good. And so they 
were; for it was when Joseph was just thirty years o f age— 
when he had just reached manhood under the old-time law—■ 
that Paraoh sent for him to interpret his dreams, and rewarded 
him very highly.

PHARAOH’ S DREAMS INTERPRETED
Pharaoh related his two dreams. In the first he saw seven 

fine, strong cattle, and a little later the same number of very 
poor, lean cattle— the worst he had ever seen. In the dream, 
the lean cattle ate up the fat ones, and looked none the better. 
In the second dream, the king saw a fine stalk of corn grow up 
out of the earth, bearing seven full, healthy ears of corn; and 
then he saw another stalk with seven withered ears, good for 
nothing. The latter swallowed up the former, and looked none 
the better.

Young Joseph quickly gave the explanation of the dreams; 
but before doing so, he very distinctly told the king that the 
interpretation came not from himself, but from God. Thus he 
exemplified the Scriptural teaching, ‘ ‘ In all thy ways ac­
knowledge him,’ ’ and “ he shall give thee the desires o f thine 
heart.’ ’— Prov. 3 :6 ; Psalm 37:4.

Joseph explained that the two dreams referred to the same 
matter— that unitedly they taught that there would be seven 
years of great plenty in the land of Egypt; and that these 
would be followed by seven years o f famine, which would fully 
consume all the surplus of the plentiful years. Proceeding, 
Joseph offered the suggestion that God evidently meant this 
information to be used by Pharaoh, and recommended that, 
forthwith, a' special agent of the king should be appointed to 
buy up all the surplus grain in the seven years of plenty and 
to store it for use during the seven years of famine.

Pharaoh very wisely acceded, and with manifestation of 
great breadth of mind and desire to serve the interests o f his 
people, promptly appointed Joseph himself to be the purchaser 
o f the surplus corn of the years of plenty, to have full charge 
of the matter and to attend to its disbursement in the following 
years o f famine.

Thus Joseph stepped out o f prison into a fourteen years’ 
contract. Prom suffering because of slander he suddenly 
stepped into a place of highest authority, next to Pharaoh, in 
the greatest empire of those days. Can we doubt that G od’s 
hand was in the matter of Joseph’s success and exaltation? 
Surely not! Nor should we infer any lack of divine favor in
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