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V IE W S  F R O M  T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R
ZIONISM FAVORED BY TURKEY

Palestine lifts up its head with hope. The new Governor of 
Jerusalem has recently made a most sympathetic pronounce­
ment. It is believed that he voices the sentiment of the Turkish 
Government. Everywhere the Pacha, Muhdi Bey, is enthusias­
tically received by the Jewish colonists. The principal of these, 
Richon-le-Zion, gave a gala dinner in the Pacha’s honor. At it 
the colonists expressed unswerving fidelity of the Jews to the 
Ottoman Constitutional Government.

The Governor made quite a lengthy speech, the substance of 
which is reported as follows:

“Gentlemen, allow me first of all to thank you for the hearty 
reception you have accorded me.

“You have undoubtedly heard from both people and press 
abroad that our Government objects to Zionism. This is incor­
rect. We, Ottomans, know the Jews too well to suspect them 
of disloyalty.

“We know that the Jews do not come to Palestine for mere 
political reasons. It is the holy associations connected with 
this land that act magnetically upon them; therefore our Otto­
man Government has no reason to oppose Zionism.

“History proves that Turkey has always welcomed the Jews 
in times of persecution and distress, and we have embraced with 
open arms the exiles from Judse-phobian countries.

“We rejoice to see the wonderful progress you have made in 
Palestine during the few years of your indefatigable labors, and 
you are this day a model for the Arab villagers around you. 
You are an object lesson to your native neighbors, who can 
neither read nor write, that they may see the great possibilities 
of the land. I therefore lay before you the following proposi­
tion :

THE GOVERNMENTAL PBOPOSAL
“In order that your life and property may be placed beyond 

jeopardy, it is your bounden duty to establish yourselves on a 
firm basis, and this is what you should do.

“ Choose from among yourselves a municipal head, whose 
appointment will be ratified by the Government, to administer 
justice and execute judgment according to the rules and regu­
lations of the Ottoman provinces.

“ You will have to appoint guards and gendarmes, whose 
names will be registered by the local government, which will 
provide them with uniforms and all necessary accoutrements 
and invest them with authority.

“You must also install telephonic communication between 
colony and colony, village and village, so that any attack or 
outrage may at once be notified at headquarters and the marau­
ders be apprehended and punished.

“I know there are unlimited possibilities in this land, but we 
are unfortunately still handicapped. I trust, however, that 
little by little the goal will be reached, to the great benefit of 
the country.

“ For my part, I will try to put you in possession of the sand­
hills bordering on the seashore and give you legal title-deeds for 
the same.

“A part of it I will allot you for a capacious Government 
Building which will serve as your central administrative prem­
ises.

“ Brethren and kinsmen, give your helping hands to the Gov­
ernment, and the Government, on her part, will aid you on to 
further progress.”

“ THY KINGDOM COME” !
The following from a worldly standpoint sticks closely to 

the predictions of the Bible, hence we reproduce them from 
Woman’s World:—

JUST A FEW GROWING PAINS.

“Coal strikes in England and America—revolution in Mex­
ico— anarchy in China—Italy at the throat of Turkey—woman 
clamoring for the vote!

“What of it? There’s no cause to be pessimistic—nothing’s 
really the matter with the world—-just growing pains!

“Progress has set herself a sudden and terrific pace. The 
earth has been spinning faster in the last twenty years than it 
ever before whirled. Naturally, there’s a bit of displacement 
in spots, but nothing hurt.

“We can’t very well apply electricity to a thousand uses, go 
snooping among the clouds, universalize education, introduce 
penny journalism, and give science a free rein without some 
trivial consequences.

“ Old viewpoints are sure to shift, old creeds must give way 
to new ideals, society is bound to readjust its divisions.

“ The ancient molds of thought and economics, religion and 
government, are splitting. Our eyes see truths which our an­
cestors could not behold and by their light we perceive their 
errors and their inadequacies.

“ The greatest revolutions that have ever swept the universe 
will break within the coming hundred years.

“ Before this century is closed, the last king shall have lost 
his throne, the last battleship shall be scrapped, the last army 
shall have junked its guns. East and West shall meet in a 
thousand common causes and the Five Races join hands in 
brotherhood.

“Perfected wireless telephony and telephotography, mile-a- 
second trains and airships will condense the seas and continents 
into ponds and back lots.

“Africa will become a week-end resort for the New Yorker, 
and the Canadian farmer will press a button, lift his receiver 
and exchange crop gossip with his son in Siberia.

“Pain will he banished. Surgery will have accomplished the 
relief of insanity and blindness. Cancer, tuberculosis, paraly­
sis, will be as easily cured as sprains and lumbago.

“There will be no waste in food nor in land. The air will 
yield its wealth of nitrates to the condensers and every arable 
acre will luxuriate with vegetation.

“The stored heat of the sun will furnish power and warmth 
for all humanity. Plagues and pests will disappear.

“ Eugenics will regulate society; men and women will mate 
by definite laws; efficient organization will check economic 
spendthrifty and eradicate poverty; engineering will solve the 
problems of competent housing, ventilation and sunlight; the 
standardization of health and of welfare will extirpate prosti­
tution and crime.

“A dream? Not a bit of it!
“A far-fetched vision? You are wrong!
“No imagination can pierce the horizons that cloak the to­

morrow from our sight.
“The farthest-flung optimism can only estimate a fragment 

of man’s coming glories. How can you sneer!
“Turn back and view the fifty years behind you. What 

prophet in your father’s youth would have dared proclaim the 
many magics of today?

“ Strikes, revolts and wars are but chips that fly beneath the 
chisel of progress.

“There will be many wars, mobs will rage, battles will wage, 
tyranny will clutch with strangling fingers, bigotry will plot, 
avarice will scheme— but to what will these avail?”

T H E  N E W  C R E A T U R E ’S R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y  T O  D IV IN E  L A W
PART 3— RESURRECTION OF CHURCH

We shall now consider some texts which are not generally 
understood, but which will enable us to set forth clearly the 
sharp distinction between the resurrection of the church and 
that of the world in general.

In 1 Thess. 4:14, 16 the Apostle Paul mentions two classes— 
“those who sleep in Jesus” and “ the dead in Christ.”  Our 
Lord’s ransom-sacrifice accomplished on Calvary has changed 
the future of the Adamic race, so that they may now be said 
to “ sleep in Jesus.”  The world, therefore, is not to be consid­
ered as extinct, eternally dead, but as asleep, waiting for the 
time foreordained of the Father, when “all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice [the voice of the Son of God] and 
shall come forth.”—John 5:28, 29.

“The dead in Christ,”  however, is an expression applicable 
only to the elect church. The call to be baptized into Christ

DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF WORLD
(the Anointed) is an offer which is restricted to the “ called and 
chosen and faithful”  church of the Gospel age. The Apostle is 
here referring to those who have been begotten of the holy 
Spirit, and later have fallen asleep in death.

But they are not to be considered dead in the same sense in 
which the world is dead in Adam. “The dead in Christ”  are the 
dead, who are to have the resurrection of the dead—the first 
resurrection—the chief resurrection. The others will be of the 
subsequent resurrection. We are not to understand, however, 
that these “ dead in Christ” were dead as new creatures, but 
that as far as the flesh was concerned their death was fully ac­
complished.

The term “asleep” has been applied to both classes. Those 
of the world who go down into death are still in the unsatisfac­
tory condition in which they died and will come forth in the
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same state, in order that they may rise from it. But those who 
now belong to Christ will experience an instantaneous resurrec­
tion, and will ̂ receive new bodies like unto the Lord’s glorious 
body.

The church really begin to rise from the time when they 
become new creatures; and unless we begin this rising now we 
shall not have the change— “ in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye,” at the end of our course. (1 Cor. 15:51, 52) These 
shall not come forth under a future judgment, or trial, but in 
their change will pass fully from death unto life—into the glori­
ous reward, the divine nature.

“ THE SPIRIT RETURN'S TO GOD’ ’
“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the 

spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”— Eccl. 12:7.
This text has no special reference to the church. It has a 

general application to all mankind as they die. There can be 
no question as to what is meant by the first part of the text, for 
human bodies have crumbled to dust for centuries. The latter 
part of the text is wholly misunderstood by many Christians. 
It has no reference to the breath or anything returning through 
the air to God.

The thought is this: When God created Adam, he gave him
a life that would continue forever if he would be obedient. 
When Adam sinned God did not take away the spirit of life im­
mediately. He allowed man to hold on to that spirit of life just 
as many years as he could, battling with the thorns and this­
tles until the “breaking of the silver cord.”

Adam transmitted a portion of that spirit of life to his chil­
dren, in some of whom that portion of life continued for cen­
turies. But mankind have no right to that spirit of life; it is 
merely something transmitted to them by their parents. God 
recognizes none as having a right to live except those who are in 
harmony with him—those who are perfect. Since the fall all 
mankind have lived without a right to live. Therefore, from 
the divine standpoint the whole world is spoken of as legally 
dead. Every right to life from the' divine standpoint is for­
feited. No one can say to God, “I have a right to live.” God 
could say, “You have no right to live; for your first parents 
sinned and thus lost that right.”

Adam could not give to his descendants what he had lost. 
When Adam died he gave up the spirit of life ; that is, he no 
longer held that portion of life which he had held for nine hun­
dred and thirty years. Where did that spirit of life go? It 
went back to God from whom it had come originally. Every­
thing goes back to God. Adam could not say to his children, 
“ I bequeath my life-rights to you” ; for he had none. No one 
but God can give a right to life.

“The spirit returns to God who gave it.” When one who 
has possessed the right to life has forfeited it, he cannot say 
that he has a right to life or to anything. There is no way to 
get life other than through Christ.

“ NOT OF THE DEAD, BUT OF THE LIVING’ ’
“ The God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob . . .  is not a God of the dead, but of the living.”— 
Luke 20:37, 38.

When we note the context we see that our Lord was com­
batting the theory of the Sadducees, and proving that Abraham 
and Isaac and Jacob would have a resurrection. Jesus said, 
“ Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush, 
when he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  (Luke 20:37) If they were 
dead in the sense that the heast is dead, God would never have 
spoken of them in this manner. They had come into accord 
with God, and he spoke of them in harmony with the general 
plan. St. Paul says, “ There shall be a resurrection of the dead, 
both of the just and of the unjust.” (Acts 24:15) The ancient 
worthies had this testimony, that they pleased God; and we 
know that they had the promise of a better resurrection than 
would have been theirs if they had not pleased God.—Heb. 
11:35.

These ancient worthies lived in exactly the same sense that 
the begotten new creatures live. Unless God raises us up from 
the dead there will be no resurrection. The same thing that 
applies to the new creatures in Christ applies to the world in 
general. They may think that those in the tomb are absolutely 
dead; but God intends that they shall have an awakening. So 
the Apostle speaks not only of those who are asleep in Christ, 
but also of those who are asleep in Jesus. Those who are asleep 
in Christ are those who had become new creatures in Christ, 
heirs of God, partakers of the divine nature and have passed 
into death. These are spoken of as “ the dead in Christ” who 
shall rise first.

Jesus is not the Savior merely of the church, but also the 
Savior of the world. (John 4:42; 1 John 4:14) He is the pro­
pitiation not only for our sins, “but also for the sins of the 
whole world.”  ( i  John 2:2) Therefore, those who believe this

statement—that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both, 
of the just and of the unjust— speak of the whole world in ex­
actly the same way that they speak of those who have slept in 
Christ.

But in the awakening, those of the world who are asleep in 
Jesus will have the earthly nature, and those who have slept in 
Christ will have the higher nature. Christ gave his life as a 
corresponding price for man’s life. But we who have come into 
the church have come under different conditions altogether 
from those of the world. As Jesus said, “Ye are not of the 
world.” (John 15:19) We are separate and distinct from the 
rest of the world. The Apostle tells us that our life comes 
from the Father— “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”— 1 Peter 1:3.

Does Jesus do nothing for the church? Yes, indeed! As 
Advocate he imputes of his merit to the church that we may be 
counted in as joint-sharers of his sacrifice, for “ if we suffer 
[with him], we shall also reign with him.” (2 Tim. 2:12) 
This willingness to suffer is the covenant of sacrifice that we 
make with our Lord. Without him we can do nothing. We can 
never come up to the divine standards as he did; but as our 
Advocate he makes good our deficiencies. We have the same 
begetting of the holy Spirit by the same Father and we shall 
also share in the same resurrection, being made conformable to 
his death. The resurrection of Christ is to the divine nature, in 
which we shall be “ changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye.”— 1 Cor. 15:51, 52.

The world will receive earthly resurrection. The Life-Giver, 
Jesus, will give to them all that was lost—human nature and 
the Edenic condition. So then, the dead world is said to be 
asleep, but they are to be awakened. Theirs is exactly the same 
kind of sleep as with us; but the church were asleep as new 
creatures and the world are not.

“ GOD GIVETH IT A BODY”
“ Thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, 

it may chance of wheat or of some other grain; but God giveth 
it a body as it hath pleased him.”

Here is the thought: Mankind belong to the Adamic nature.
The kind of nature that God has been pleased to give to the 
Adamic race is earthly nature. But if we belong to the spirit 
nature we shall come up accordingly. If you plant corn, you 
will reap corn; if you plant wheat, you will reap wheat; if you 
plant barley, you will reap barley. So in death. If an animal 
body is sown, the animal body will be raised. The church is an 
exception to the rule. We new creatures are sown as animal 
bodies, but we have these animal bodies merely loaned to us, 
in which to operate. We are new creatures, not human beings. 
We are sown natural bodies, we are raised spirit bodies, in the 
first resurrection.

THE TWO RESURRECTIONS
“The hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves 

shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the resurrection of judgment.”—John 5:28, 29, R. V.

The divine provision is that through the obedience of One, 
the sins of the whole world will be atoned for, and a blessing 
come to every member of the Adamic race. By a man came 
death, and by a man comes the resurrection of the dead. (1 
Cor. 15:21-23) We have two classes here; they that have done 
good are those who, during the present time, have heard the 
Gospel, and who have and use an opportunity to do good, and 
those who have done evil are those who have not heard and who 
have not, therefore, had an opportunity of doing good.

Who can be said to have done good? “There is none right­
eous, no, not one.”  (Rom. 3:10) After having received this 
good Word of God we should make good use of it, enter into the 
school of Christ to be taught of him, and pass through our 
trials and testings. These things will determine whether or 
not we are worthy of this high position, to attain which we 
have consecrated our lives.

But we shall not in this life be perfect as Jesus was— in body 
as well as in mind. We cannot be perfect in the flesh, as Jesus 
was; but Jesus had a perfect will, and we can also have a per­
fect will, although we may have drawbacks and hindrances in 
carrying out that will. But to cover our defects, we have our 
Advocate, in whom God has arranged that we may be accepted. 
The church have had their trial in advance of the world; and 
if they have overcome, God has said that the verdict will be, 
“Well done . . .  I will make thee ruler over many things.” 
(Matt. 25:21) These constitute the “good.”

Who are they that have done evil? None have been perfect; 
not even in their minds have they come up to a standard that 
God can approve. They are unsatisfactory, which means unfit. 
When God shall have established the glorious Messianic king­
dom, then he will put all mankind under trial to see whether, 
during the thousand years of his reign, the rewards and pun-
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ishments will bring them to a proper condition of heart. At 
the end of the thousand years, Jesus, as Mediator, will present 
them to the Father for a final testing. If they pass that test, 
God will give them everlasting life. But those who take a 
thousand years to make good, will not get as high a reward as 
those who, by self-sacrifice, now prove their love for the truth 
and die for righteousness’ sake.

“ HIDE ME IN THE GRAVE”
“ O that thou wouldst hide me in the grave, that thou 

wouldst keep me secret until thy wrath be past, that thou 
wouldst appoint me a set time, and remember me!”—Job 14:13.

This passage of Scripture refers, not to the New Creature, 
but to a human being. It refers to a man and not to a spirit- 
begotten son of God and member of Christ. Job was here speak­
ing as one of mankind. He was willing to die, for life had be­
come burdensome to him. He said, “ Oh, that thou wouldst hide 
me in sheol until thy wrath be past!”  In the midst of his very 
severe afflictions he cried, Oh, that I might die! but do not leave 
me as the brute creation; only hide me in the grave until all 
this time of wrath and sin and curse is done away with and the 
new era shall be ushered in. We can hardly believe that Job 
realized the meaning of what he was saying, but we should 
rather suppose that he was uttering w'ords, the full import of 
which he did not realize.

There is no reason to suppose that when David said, “Thou 
wilt not leave my soul in sheol”  (hell), he knew that he was 
speaking prophetically of the Messiah. St. Peter pointed out 
that these words referred, not to David, but to Christ, that his

soul was not left in hell, neither did his flesh see corruption. 
(Acts 2:27-31) But Job was speaking for himself, and yet 
prophetically for mankind. He was a type of the world. He 
had lost his flocks and herds, his friends, his home, his children, 
his wife and even his health.

But in due time, God gave Job back as many sons and daugh­
ters and twice as many flocks and herds, etc. In this way he 
was a type of the human family. Adam and his family have 
been lost. He was the king of the earth, but he lost his au­
thority, and with it everything that he had. Ultimately Adam 
and all of his children will come back to their own— child for 
child. And so far as the earthly riches were concerned, he will 
get very much more than he ever lost. Job is a type of this 
restitution.

The world is asleep from the divine standpoint. As Job 
could say, “Hide me in the grave,” so once a Christian could 
have said, “ I shall be hid in the grave until the resurrection.” 
God has made provision for the resurrection of all. But did all 
die alike? We answer that the Adamic family are dead in the 
sense that their life-rights were forfeited at the time of the fall. 
But God looked forward and could speak prophetically either 
through Job or through any one else. Job could speak as if he 
were not dead, taking cognizance of the fact that there will be 
a resurrection. The point here seems to be, Was Job’s life car­
ried over in the same sense that St. Paul’s life was carried 
over? By no means. Job was asleep in the Adamic death; St. 
Paul was asleep in Christ. The one was the life of the new 
creature, and the other was the life of the old creature, not be­
gotten of the holy Spirit to the new creature.

T H E  L O N D O N  A N D  G L A S G O W  C O N V E N T IO N S
While only the meetings at Glasgow and London have been 

officially styled conventions, yet really we have had a series of 
conventions from the time we landed at Liverpool. In each 
place we had at least one meeting for the interested, as well as 
one meeting for the public. In every case the meetings for the 
interested were attended by friends from nearby places, and in 
every case the public meetings were simply splendid, the audi­
ences ranging from five hundred to five thousand. And such 
attention! Evidently the message of the Lord’s grace was at­
tractive to many—and to some most precious and sweet.

The Glasgow convention, lasting three days, registered an 
attendance of the interested of about eight hundred, while the 
public meeting ran to five thousand, with hundreds turned 
away. A very loving spirit was manifested by the friends. Ire­
land, Scotland and England were well represented. It was good 
to be there! It was a season of refreshment long to be remem­
bered. Those in attendance manifestly voted it the best con­
vention they had ever enjoyed. The number immersed was 45.

The London convention was held in the Tabernacle, which 
was crowded beyond anything in past history. Friends from

Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Sweden were in attendance; but 
of course the majority were Londoners and from the country 
round about. The average attendance at the meetings was 
about twelve hundred. We had a pleasant time. Again the 
friends declared that this was the best of all conventions and 
again we explained to them that it should be so—that we are 
all growing riper as the days and weeks go by, and that in pro­
portion to our growth in grace should be our growth in appre­
ciation of the blessed privileges we are enjoying, co-operating 
with our dear Redeemer in the glorious harvest work. Eighty- 
five were immersed at the Tabernacle.

The work in Great Britain seems to be prospering greatly. 
The Class Extension feature has been appreciated and utilized. 
Good results are noticed. Many have been brought to a clear 
knowledge of the truth, and some from a partial to a full con­
secration. We were greatly encouraged by our visit. The Lord 
has much people here, and we were pleased with the blessing 
which we see attending the efforts to bring them into touch with 
present truth.

“ F IG H T  T H E  G O O D  F I G H T ”
[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of June, 1888, which please see.]

O U R  E U R O P E A N  C O N V E N T IO N S
Our various stops in Europe were not announced as Conven­

tions, but nevertheless they were more or less of that character, 
in that friends from the surrounding parts attended. Although 
our principal attention was given to the public meetings we 
greatly appreciated the opportunities of addressing those al­
ready interested. In every case we sought to leave practical 
lessons, and to show their relationship to the Scriptures.

We sought specially to impress the necessity for character 
development on the part of all hoping to share Christ’s king­
dom. We emphasized the brevity of the time for so great a 
work, provided our understanding of God’s times and seasons 
be correct. We freely admitted, as we have always done, that 
we are walking by faith and not by sight. But we pointed out 
that the evidences seem more and more to corroborate our ex­
pectations. At the same time we suggested that should our 
expectations for October, 1914, not be realized— for years there­
after—this delay would not invalidate God’s great plan nor 
our faith therein. Our consecration vow calls for faithfulness, 
“ even unto death”—whenever death may come.

Leaving London our first stop was at Denain, France. The 
two meetings were for the interested— the attendance being 
about one hundred. The brethren, mostly coal-miners, mani­
fested a deep and intelligent interest in the truth. We had a 
blessed season of rejoicing with them.

Our next stop was at Paris, where we had much pleasure in 
meeting and addressing the brethren, but no public meeting. 
Our friends considered the Trocadero the only suitable place. 
It was partially promised, but afterward refused. It is under 
Governmental control, and its regulation forbids that it be used 
for religious purposes.

On we went to Geneva—the chief city of Switzerland—Cal­
vin’s city. In the forenoon we visited Calvin’s Cathedral and 
tried the hard wooden seat once used by the scholarly Reformer. 
Its hardness reminded us of the hard doctrine of the predesti­
nation of the non-elect to eternal torture.

We visited the monument erected to Servetus by the Free 
Thinkers. It pictured Servetus in jail in rags pleading vainly 
for a change of garments, and saying, “ The lice are eating me 
up.” It was shortly after that appeal that Servetus was 
roasted alive at the stake for four hours, with the wood fire 
just far enough away not to choke or asphyxiate him—that he 
might suffer the most horrible death imaginable. His crime was 
his inability to count “ three times one is one.” He was too 
honest to profess what he could not believe.

We visited the city of Servetus’ execution and saw there the 
new monument to him erected by Calvin’s friends as a partial 
atonement for their leader’s error. It declares that they de­
plore the error and repudiate the crime as dishonoring to God
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and man. We thank God that the world is progressing in the 
spirit of the truth, even though more slowly in the letter of it.

Our publie meeting in Victoria Hall was well attended 
(about 1500), notwithstanding that it was out of season, we 
were told. (Calvin’s Cathedral had only about 300 the same 
day.) The attention was excellent. We will hope for results 
later on. The Society’s office for France and Switzerland will 
hereafter be at Geneva. It is a good centre for whatever of the 
old Huguenot Protestant influence yet remains in France and 
Switzerland.

Mulhausen, Als., came next in our journey. Although it 
rained incessantly the large hall was crowded and hundreds 
were turned away. The audience was exceptionally intelligent 
and gave closest attention. Some fruitage has already appeared. 
More will follow, we trust.

Basle came next in our itinerary. Here also we had the best 
hall and many standing and hundreds turned away.

This same report fits to the succeeding places—Zurich, St. 
Gallon, Munich, Reichcnbach and Dresden. Splendid interest 
was manifested both before and after the meetings. The breth­
ren, after follow-up meetings, assure us that an awakening of 
thought has stirred the people as they never were stirred by re­
ligion before.

DRESDEN’S WELCOME IN VERSE
Our welcome everywhere was with deepest manifestations 

of Christian love. This at Dresden was emphasized by its poetic 
form, so feelingly expressed that it brought tears to the eyes of 
those who understood the German. Later we obtained a copy 
of the address in German and also an English translation, 
which herewith we present:

(Translated from the German.)
[Dedicated in loving remembrance to our Dear Brother Rus­

sell on the occasion of his visit to Dresden, August 17th, 1912, 
by the Class at Dresden.]

Child of God, wait patiently and calmly, tho’ steeper grows 
thy path,

Committed to his care whose grace thus far hath kept thee; 
And tho’ the night of trouble draweth on, with clouds both black 

and dense,
Follow faithfully the Lamb; the morrow will be light 1

Child of God, rest fearlessly in him whose arm securely holds; 
Thou mayst trust him as a child doth trust, because thou art 

his own.
And tho’ the night be very long, thou art his child, be not 

dismayed,
Confiding in his Word, for it proclaims the light of morn.
Child of God, does his commission send thee out in all the 

world ?
Thou shalt feel, yea, very surely, how he in his love upholds. 
Proclaim in North, South, East and West the kingdom now in 

sight,
And gather in what still remains of children of the Light.

Child of God, pursue thy journey, as doth a star;
And when thy plea to heaven ascends, let us remembered be; 
With thee, relying on his might, we come before his face;
No fear can trouble in the night, through which we pass to light.

The Berlin meeting for the interested (like the one at Dres­
den) showed a considerable gathering of the dear friends from 
the surrounding country—two from Russia. The hall for the 
public gathering held 2000, but it is estimated that 5000 were 
turned away. The acoustics of the hall were not the best, but 
a grand witness to the truth went forth. Some of the hearers 
manifested great interest.

Next came Elberfeld. We had the City Hall. Every seat 
was filled, about 200 stood and crowds were turned away. The 
audience here was one of the best, if we may judge from their 
intelligent appearance and close attention. The Barmen-Elber- 
feld region is one of the most religious in Germany. And, by 
the way, we learn that higher criticism and the evolution theory 
have made great havoc with Christian faith in Germany. We 
have it from several that not one person in ten believes in the 
Bible as a divine revelation; and our informants thought that 
even a personal, intelligent Creator is not believed in. If it is 
really half so bad it is terrible— ‘Without God and having no 
hope in the world.”

Copenhagen, Denmark, was our next stop. Here we had 
fresh evidences of the warmth of the Danish sentiment. Our 
friends assembled in goodly numbers to our mutual joy. And 
the public meeting was a repetition of those of Germany. A

crowded hall—hundreds turned away—intelligent and deep in­
terest.

In Finland, a part of Russia, was our next appointment— 
at Helsingfors. Our first visit to the Finnish people was en­
couraging. We liked the people. Their humiliation at losing 
their liberty to Russia may be a blessing—working in them 
meekness and preparing some of them for the truth.

Two Finnish brothers have been specially active for two 
years to serve the truth to all the truth-hungry. They have 
translated three volumes of the Scripture Studies and Every­
body’s Paper for free circulation, at their own expense. Now 
about fifteen colporteurs are carrying the truth to every nook 
and corner of the land.

The public meeting was crowded to the capacity of the hall 
— 1000—many standing; some almost in tears because they 
could not gain admission. Certain seats were reserved for some 
of the elite of the city, but the crowd climbed through the win­
dows, etc., and no seats could be kept; and those who had tick­
ets for reserved seats could not get near the doors long before 
the time for beginning the lecture.

Here we were interpreted first in Swedish and afterward in 
Finnish, because the population is mixed. The evidence is that 
God has some true children in Finland to whom his harvest mes­
sage is now due.

SUMMARY OF THE HARVEST-WORK IN FINLAND
The work in Finland is quite new. It seems to make excel­

lent progress. The number of colporteurs engaged, and the fact 
that it is self-sustaining, speak well for the depth of interest 
The following report will prove interesting:

NOVEMBER 1, 1911, TO AUGUST 1, 1912.
Studies in  Scriptures (Colporteurs 1 6 ).................... 9,792
Various booklets, Tabernacle Shadows, eta.............. 14,087

23,879
Bibles sold ......................................................................... 215
Number of subscribers to the Finnish Peoples Pulpit 500
Volunteer Tracts ..............................................................  185,000
Number of meetings held.................................................  357
Total attendance..............................................................  37,866
Number of miles traveled in preaching tours.............. 9,570
Letters and cards sent out...............................................  717
Letters and cards received...............................................  741
Total expenditures.............................. Mk. 18,234:03 $3,646.81
Total receipts........................................Mk. 18,135:33 $3,623.07

Stockholm, Sweden, was one of our very interesting appoint­
ments. We addressed about 300 of the friends four times with 
great pleasure and, we trust, with profit. We also had a grand 
opportunity for a public witness, in the “ Circus.”  About 1,500 
were present notwithstanding it was a rainy forenoon. May 
God grant his blessing!

On our journey back to London we stopped at Kiel, Ger­
many, where we had a repetition of our previous experiences— 
an earnest class of Bible students numbering about 30; a great 
crowd, and deep interest at the public meeting, and many turned 
from the doors with reading matter.

London got the evening before our start for Liverpool and 
Brooklyn. We had first a social meeting with the elders and 
deacons, and then a general meeting with the Tabernacle con­
gregation, which was well represented. We concluded with a 
farewell; and, asked when we could return, we promised— 
“ Soon as the Lord seems to indicate — possibly within six 
months! ”

Arrived at our boat’s wharf in Liverpool, we found about 
forty of the dear Liverpool friends waiting for us. They sang 
for us, “ Blest be the tie that binds,”  and as we started— “God 
be with you till we meet again.”

Some of the passengers afterward remarked to us the sweet­
ness of the Farewell song! It reminded them of God and his 
protective power, and of human dependence on him, especially 
on the mighty deep.

Our home-coming was equally pleasant. About twelve of 
the Brooklyn elders met us at the pier as representatives of the 
class and especially of the family. And on our arrival at Bethel 
we had mutual felicitations, a hymn of praise to our God and 
a prayer of grateful thanks to His whose mercy endureth for­
ever.

• • «

Nothing else, perhaps, better shows that we have the truth 
than does the fact that it produces the same spirit wherever it 
goes. From Maine to California, from Canada to Texas, from 
Great Britain to Japan—the spirit of God’s people is the same. 
Why? Because ye were all baptized by one spirit into one body 
— Christ.
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A  SIGN FROM HEAVEN
M a r k  8 : 1 1 - 2 6 . — N o v e m b e r  3 .

‘ ‘Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the Light of the world;  he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have
the light of life.”— John 8:12.

The Scribes and Pharisees — the leading religionists and 
teachers of Jesus’ day—were perplexed and troubled by His 
success in reaching the people. True, those who heard him 
gladly were chiefly of the common people, whom the Jewish 
teachers had come to despise, terming them, “ publicans and 
sinners,” and refusing to recognize them as brethren. They 
considered Jesus a competitor and a successful one, and feared 
not without cause, that their own reputations as teachers were 
becoming tarnished because of the superiority of Jesus as a 
Teacher, whose “Wonderful Words of Life”  touched the hearts 
of many.

These Pharisees came specially to find fault— “ tempting” 
Jesus. They asked him for “a sign from heaven.”  Their real 
purpose was to belittle the many signs he was giving the people, 
in the healing of the sick, etc. Ignoring all these, they said, 
What sign can you give us from heaven? We want a heavenly 
sign; give us that and we will believe on you.

In order to he able to sympathize to some extent with the 
chief ruler of the Jews at that time, we must remember how 
different were the things which Jesus was doing in proof of his 
Messiahship from the things which they had supposed he would 
do. The prophecies told many things of Messiah, but they in 
reading them had given special heed to those which spoke of his 
glory and of the power that would come to the Jewish nation, 
and of the blessing which the Jewish nation would ultimately 
bestow upon all nations, for the blessing of the world during 
Messiah’s kingdom. They overlooked, and did not study care­
fully enough or deeply enough other Scriptures of a totally 
different kind.

These other Scriptures tell of how Messiah would “be led 
as a Lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so he would open not his mouth.”  (He would be 
“dumb” in the sense that he would not open his mouth to pre­
vent his condemnation and death.) They told of how he would 
“preach deliverance to the captives,” and the opening of the eyes 
of the blind, but these they associated with the glorious kingdom 
rather than with the period of Messiah’s being “ despised and 
rejected of men,”  and of their hiding their faces from him in 
shame, in disesteem.

True, they should have studied the Scriptures properly. It 
might be said that they were not at fault in making this mis­
take; in one sense that might be true. On the other hand, 
however, we are to remember that their difficulty really was 
prhlo of heart, and a know-it-all spirit. They lacked humility, 
and therefore were not teachable. The “ Israelites indeed,”  who 
did accept Jesus’ message, doubtless had similar misunder­
standings of the prophecies, but they were open to conviction 
and ready to be led and guided, and to these the Master’s teach­
ings were attractive, blessed, wonderful. They were guided 
gradually to the correct understanding of each feature of the 
divine plan as it became due, and thus they became ready for 
the Pentecostal blessing in due time, and manifested themselves 
as part of the elect, which was choosing to be the bride of Mes­
siah, and joint-heir in his kingdom.

NO SIGN BUT THAT OF JONAH

Our lesson tells that Jesus sighed deeply and said, “Why 
doth this generation seek after a sign?” and refused to give 
them a sign, and departed for the other side of the lake. Saint 
Matthew (16:1-4) gives a more detailed account of this ques­
tion and its answer. Jesus called the attention of the Phari­
sees to the signs that he was giving in abundance to them, and 
then said that there would be one great sign given that nation; 
but it was not given until Calvary. That “ sign”  did have a 
great effect upon thousands of Jews, as is evidenced by the ac­
count in Acts of the thousands who were baptized on Pentecost 
day, and subsequently, upon hearing Saint Peter’s preaching 
respecting the death of Jesus, his three days in the tomb and 
his resurrection on the third day.

Jesus cited the sign of Jonah, that as he was (portions of) 
three days and nights in the belly of the fish, so the Son of Man 
would be a similar period in the earth, and as Jonah came forth, 
so the Son of Man would come forth.

We leave it for Higher Critics to fight out amongst them­
selves the proposition they raise in opposition to our Lord’s 
statement. According to Higher Critics, Jesus and the Apostles 
were badly deceived, in every sense of the word; but according 
to Jesus and the Apostles, the Higher Critics are badly deceived. 
We prefer to stand by the Word of God, let who will take the 
“ wisdom of men.”

THE LEAVEN OF THE PHARISEES
After entering the boat Jesus cautioned his disciples against 

the doctrine of the Pharisees—he likened it to leaven—yeast. 
Leaven is a ferment, which spreads, especially in dough for 
bread. God’s Word is truth, the bread upon which his people 
are to feed. But they are to use the unleavened bread—pure 
bread, pure truth, unmixed with the leaven of human phi­
losophy.

This caution was necessary because the Pharisees were ap­
parently and really the most holy sect or party amongst the 
Jews. The most earnest and most zealous and most gifted Jews 
would therefore naturally be attracted to that sect. Its claimed 
association with the highest and best things made the sect and 
its teachings the more dangerous, because its bread, its truth, 
was intermingled with human traditions which would make 
sick and dyspeptic, and to that extent poison all the minds 
which received it.

The same lesson is applicable to us today; no matter how 
holy any denomination of Christians may claim to be and seem 
to be, we are to remember to beware of their “ leaven,”  their 
false doctrine—to be on the lookout for it, to avoid it. It is the 
pure truth of God’s Word that is able to make us “ wise unto 
salvation” and which, the Apostle says, “ is sufficient, that the 
man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto every good 
work.”

Let us all, then, as Christians of all denominations, unite 
our hearts and minds in full consecration to our Lord and Re­
deemer to do the Heavenly Father’s w ill; and let us stand free 
and clear from all the “ leaven” in all the various creeds, which 
in the past have done so much to separate the people of the Lord 
into six hundred denominations. We deprecate this division 
as more and more bearing in upon God’s people everywhere, and 
more and more wo desire to unite the earnest hearts under one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father over all, 
and one “church of the first-born, whose names are written in 
heaven.”

“ PERCEIVE YE NOT Y E T7’ ’
The disciples very stupidly missed the point of Jesus’ par­

abolic statement about the leaven of the Pharisees. They at 
once thought of literal leaven and literal bread, and noted that 
they had only one loaf with them and supposed that the Master 
was upbraiding them. Their mental eyes, their eyes of under­
standing, were not very widely open, and Jesus promptly and 
very plainly told them so, and apparently with a measure of 
chagrin, that after all the teaching he had given them they 
should be so slow to perceive the spirit of his words.

He reminded them of the miracle of the five thousand fed 
with the five loaves, and asked them how many basketfuls of 
fragments they collected. They answered, “Twelve.”  He re­
minded them of the other feedings of the four thousand with 
seven loaves, and asked them how many baskets were taken up. 
They answered, “ Seven.”  He said, How, then, do you not un­
derstand that I was not finding fault with you for having only 
one loaf; surely, if I had the power to produce bread before, I 
have still that power, and could not have referred to your lack 
of bread.

The same thing is noticeable today amongst the Lord’s peo­
ple in Bible Study frequently; the spirit of our Lord’s teach­
ings is often missed altogether by some whose minds center 
merely around some little incidental. The remedy for this is 
a closer walk with God; a more careful study of the divine 
Word, entering into the spirit of the Master and his work, as 
footstep followers. In this connection let us not forget the 
difficult “ thorns”  which another parable tells us so frequently 
infest the hearts and minds of God’s people and hinder the Word 
of Truth from bringing forth its proper fruitage. The “ thorns” 
are “ the cares of this life and the deceitfulness of riches,”  Jesus 
said.

Arriving at Bethsaida a blind man was brought to him with 
a desire that he would heal him. Jesus took him by the hand 
and led him out beyond the village. He spat upon his eyes and 
put his hands upon him and asked him if he saw anything. He 
looked up'and said that he saw something that looked like trees 
moving about which he supposed to be men. Again Jesus put 
his hands upon his eyes and bade him look once more. He did 
so and saw clearly. The object in employing this method is not 
clear to us, but quite probably the man himself lacked faith 
and Jesus was gradually developing it in him. This thought 
is borne out by the final statement that the man looked steadily, 
and kept looking for some time, and then declared that he could 
see everything clearly. Apparently the Lord required the man 
to exercise his full power of will and to strive to see things.
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“COME AND LET US RETURN”
Isaiah 5:7-16.—November 10.

“ Woe unto them, that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink;  that tarry late into the night, till wine
inflame.”— Vs. 11.

Today’s lesson had its primary force in connection with the 
affairs of Natural Israel in the days of the Prophet. But when 
we remember that Natural Israel types Christendom we find a 
value in this lesson very pertinent for our time. As the Lord 
called Israel his vineyard so did he with Christendom. “And 
he looked for judgment [justice], but, behold, oppression; for 
righteousness [equity] and, behold, a cry” of distress, As to 
the national cry and the reason for it, see verse eight, which 
reads:

“ Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to 
field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in. 
the midst of the earth!” Here we perceive that a spirit of sel­
fishness prevailed in Isaiah’s day, as it does today; as then prop­
erty was disposed to accumulate in the hands of the more suc­
cessful, so it is today. As then landlordism took possesion of 
vast areas, neglected of the fact that “ the earth hath the Lord 
given unto the children of men,”  and not merely to a few of 
them, so is it today.

Only by the most strenuous laws, and in some cases revo­
lution, have the people maintained a hold of considerable por­
tions of the earth. The French Revolution broke up the large 
holdings there; special laws have thrown open the lands of 
Ireland. In the United States large corporations have grasped 
immense bodies of land, some of which unlawfully seized have 
been restored to the people for a more equitable distribution. 
As in Isaiah’s day, many of the wealthy seemed to ignore the 
rights of the people and to be indifferent to their necessities, 
so it is today. We are not to overlook the fact that there are 
many noble, generous souls amongst the rich, as well as amongst 
the poor; we are merely calling attention to the parallelism 
between the conditions in Israel and the conditions here in 
our day.

THEN A TIME OF  TROUBLE
Divine disapproval of human hard-heartedness, selfishness 

and neglect of poorer brethren, and the forgetfulness of the 
fact that we are all children of one blood and amenable to the 
laws of the same Creator, brought upon the Israelites the divine 
chastisements, judgments. We believe that the Scriptures with 
equal clearness, tell of a great “ time of trouble” now impending 
over the world, but especially over Christendom—a time par­
ticularly mentioned by Saint James, saying, “Go to now, ye 
rich men, weep and howl for the misery that shall come upon 
you.”—James 5:1.

This trouble is mentioned in today’s study, verse 9: “The
Lord of Hosts said in my hearing, Of a truth many houses shall 
be desolate, even great and fair [houses and families], without 
inhabitant.”  If we rightly appreciate what the Scriptures 
foresaw respecting times not far ahead of us, we will see that 
many of the great and rich will be in a sad plight in their 
country-side homes, as will be some of the poorer in the con­
gested cities, for the time of trouble, it is declared, will be upon 
all. The Prophet proceeds to indicate that shortage of crops 
will have much to do with the trouble: “ Yea, ten acres of vine­
yard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer shall yield 
an ephah.”

Never before has the world been so amply fortified against 
all peculiarities of conditions. Drouth and famine in one part 
may be relieved by the surplus of another part; nevertheless, 
we are to remember that the entire situation is in the divine 
hand, and that if a shortage of food supply should now come 
to pass it would indicate a divine intention in the matter, more 
than at any time in the world’s history.

MUSIC, REVELRY, INTOXICATION
The text given us for today’s lesson conies next in our study. 

It implies that in the days of Isaiah’s prophecy many of the 
rich indulged themselves in intoxicating liquors, music, revelry, 
etc., to their own injury as well as to the neglect of their re­
sponsibilities to God. They asked, “ Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
even as Cain asked this question. By their accumulated wealth 
they had more than heart could wish, while others had insuffi­
cient and were needy. Their brilliancy of intellect and good 
fortune in life enabled them to triumph over the curse, which 
reads: "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, until
thou return unto the ground, for out of it wast thou taken.” 
— Gen. 3:19.

But this victory gave them time, for which they were also 
responsible. Instead of using that time for the general bless­
ing of their fellowmen, and their money for the general uplift 
of humanity, they accumulated houses and lands, etc., and drank 
constantly and excessively to their injury. Could they wonder 
that such a course would not have divine approval? Could 
they wonder that all these things would bring upon them some 
disaster ?
(3)3-314)

And how about today? is it the same? We answer, Yes 
and No. With many it is the same exactly, but with a consid­
erable number of the wealthy of our day it is very different, we 
are glad to say. Continually we have evidences of the noble 
rich, as well as of the noble poor. Continually we have evi­
dences that some of the wealthy consider their possessions as 
a trust from the Almighty to be used in his service, to be used 
for the sake of humanity, for its uplift, its comfort. Nearly 
every quarter of Christendom can boast of some such characters, 
but alas, they are comparatively few. The majority of the 
rich, like the majority of the poor, are selfish to the core.

It is in this direction that we are to look for the danger 
which the Scriptures declare to be imminent. When the sel­
fish rich and the selfish poor shall join issue in a great struggle, 
as the Bible clearly declares they will do, then the world will 
see the time of trouble prophesied-—“ such as never was since 
there was a nation”— a time of trouble which Jesus declares 
will never be again, because following that great trouble, upon 
the ashes of the present civilization, Immanuel, Messiah, the 
Son of the Highest, will establish the kingdom of God, the rule 
of righteousness under the whole heavens, for the blessing of 
all the families of the earth, the rich, the poor.

THE OPERATION OF GOD’ S HANDS
God’s complaint in verse 12 is that the rich in their feast­

ing and music and selfish aggregation of wealth regarded not 
the work of the Lord, neither considered the operation of his 
hands. In applying this to our day, let it not be thought that 
we are objecting that the wealthy do not contribute sufficiently 
for the maintenance of the various denominations of Chris­
tendom.

The thought we gather is that God would have the pros­
perous people of our day take a broad view of his work, of 
humanity in general. He would have them concentrate their 
mental powers and force of character, not upon the personal 
aggregation of wealth, but upon generous schemes for the bless­
ing and uplifting of the entire race. “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof.”  “He hath given it to the children of 
men.”  Ultimately, according to the Scriptures, he intends that 
the world as a whole is to share, upon a basis of equality, all of 
earth’s advantages.

Thus Socialism, according to the Bible, will be the ultimate 
condition of the earth in which all mankind will roce ve a bless­
ing. Socialists, not aware of this teaching of God’s Word, 
these promises of the future, or if aware of them doubting 
them, propose to take over in the interest of all mankind the 
great blessings which are now in the hands of the compara­
tively few. To us their schemes appear dangerous, imprac­
ticable. To us it appears, as the Scriptures indicate, that fail­
ing to accomplish their benevolent designs, Socialists will be­
come bitter anarchists, and plunge themselves and the whole 
world into the most awful trouble ever known.

But what an opportunity is now slipping through the fin­
gers of some of the very wealthy—an opportunity to join in 
with the noblest and best of the Socialists and help to lead the 
masses of the people, not toward anarchy, but away from it— 
toward the conditions which God’s Word and the principles 
of justice and righteousness set before us as the proper con­
ditions—the ideal conditions!

Among the many wealthy people of our day are some multi­
millionaires, who could accomplish much for mankind, and 
who, indeed, have already accomplished much, and who have 
the wealth necessary and those hearts, we believe, are longing 
for an opportunity to do good; but doubtless the opportunity 
will pass unimproved; the time of trouble foretold will fall 
upon the race.

We must admit, in any event, that even if Socialism were 
established in the world it could not be maintained in any de­
gree of perfection except by men thoroughly converted to God 
—men who would feel their responsibility to God and to 
men. In other words, what we need is the conversion of the 
world, not merely to an outward bowing of the knee, but to a 
heart-harmony with God and the principles of his righteous­
ness.

Will this ever come? Ah, yes! The mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it! But it cannot come through any power of 
ours. We can favor it, advocate it, and point toward it, but 
individually, those who love righteousness and who see the way 
of the Lord are so insignificant that they cannot accomplish 
what they would for their fellows. “Wait ye upon me, saith 
the Lord, until that day!”  “ For then will I turn to the people 
a pure language, that they may all call upon the name of the 
Lord, to serve him with one consent.”—Zeph. 3:8, 9.
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