
PULPIT HAS LOST POWER
The Rev. Lyman Abbott, of New York, spoke sadly of the 

decadence of the power of the pulpit, addressing 3,000 Univer­
sity of Wisconsin men and women at a convention at Madison, 
Wis. ‘It is said the cloth has lost its power—it has,’ said Dr. 
Abbott. ‘It is said the pulpit has lost its power— it has. But 
a man, altruistic in the highest sense and spiritual, will never 
lose his power.’ ” . . .  .—Press Report.

It was certainly appropriate that Dr. Abbott should make 
the above statement to college people. Admitting the facts, 
let us find also their cause. It is because of the inconsistency 
of its teaching that the pulpit has lost its power with the 
masses. The pulpit backs up and endorses the teachings of all 
the colleges of our day along the lines of Higher Criticism and 
Evolution. The people are coming to understand that this 
means that the pulpit is in antagonism to the Bible. If Evolu­
tion be true, man never fell and hence needed no Redeemer and 
no saving from a fallen state, but needed merely to be let alone 
in his evolutionary progress. According to Higher Criticism 
the Bible in general is unreliable. Moses never wrote the books 
accredited to him, and Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and others 
never wrote the books accredited to them—never were inspired 
of God to write these books. And if this be true, then Jesus 
and the Apostles were deceived and could not have been in­
spired by God when they quoted from these sacred writings of 
the past and declared them to be the Word of God and vouched 
for their authorship.

NO WONDER CHURCH ATTENDANCE IS SLIM
On the other hand the public notice that the very ministers 

who thus preach Evolution, Higher Criticism, unbelief in the 
divine Revelation, keep right along preaching some of the ab­
surdities which our forefathers claimed were in harmony with 
the Bible. Is it any wonder that the people are coming to see 
the inconsistency of such a position? How long might they 
expect to be blind to it? What must be the influence?

The result is that the masses have less and less confidence 
in the clergy. The people do not know what the clergy believe 
even when they hear them speak, for their address may be from 
the standpoint of the creeds or from the standpoint of Higher 
Criticism, according to their mood. The result of this uncer­
tain sounding of the trumpet is that the masses are coming 
to the conclusion that the whole matter of religion is a big 
guess and that some of the guesses are influenced by temporal 
considerations. No wonder church attendance is slim! No

wonder doubt and skepticism are prevalent. No wonder that 
faith in the Bible is undermined and religion made to look 
ridiculous and contradictory!

The unbelief of the people grows and threatens to become 
agnosticism, or worse, atheism! Those who have brought about 
this condition of things during the past thirty years are the 
college professors and the best educated pulpiteers of Christen­
dom. And now they stand astonished at the results, which 
they should have foreseen. Verily they are fulfilling the divine 
prophecies of Isaiah, which, referring to our day, declare, “ The 
wisdom of their wise men shall perish; the understanding of 
their prudent men shall not be manifest.”  (Isa. 29:14) No 
wonder the civilized world is in trepidation as it sees the on­
ward march of Socialism! And however honest and well in- 
tentioned many Socialists may be, the results of their effort 
will spell anarchy and a time of trouble such as the world 
has never yet seen— a time of trouble, however, predicted by 
Daniel the prophet, whose prediction was endorsed by Jesus 
himself.— Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21.

#  *  *

What is the remedy? No remedy can possibly reach the dis­
ease! The Bible rightly understood is the balm of Gilead which 
alone could have helped. But matters have gone so far that 
comparatively few have sufficient confidence in the Bible to be 
willing to make a re-examination of it in the light of the divine 
plan of the ages, which alone shows the harmony of the Word 
of God, from Genesis to Revelation.

But while we cannot hope to stem the tide of “ higher crit­
ical,” evolutionary infidelity—while we cannot hope to coun­
teract the influences of more than half of Christendom and of 
three-fourths of all the pulpits of Christendom, we do hope, by 
the Lord’s grace, to find some of the truth-hungry sheep and to 
assist them to an appreciation of the heavenly Father’s mes­
sage, given by Jesus, the apostles and prophets, but lost during 
the dark ages. We can help them to find the lost key of knowl­
edge, whereby God’s Word opens up, revealing to the eyes of 
faith and obedience a Creator infinite in wisdom, justice, love 
and power, a Savior and a great one, able to save to the utter­
most all who come unto the Father through him, and a divine 
arrangement and plan consistent with the divine character. By 
these means the Lord’s faithful ones will be sustained from 
falling in this evil day mentioned by the apostles and prophets. 
—Eph. 0:11-13; Psa. 91:7.

W E  B E L IE V E  T H E  B IB L E
Those who oppose our teaching are given to misrepresenting 

it. They do not wish to speak untruthfully, but desire to hinder 
our work, which they fail to recognize as the Lord’s work.

It is difficult to answer the arguments of our opponents in 
a fe* words, when they misunderstand our presentations of 
more than three thousand pages. If they cannot understand a 
detailed account, we have no hope of making a brief one satis­
factory to them. However, we give here a synopsis: —

I. We affirm the humanity of Jesus and the deity of Christ.
II. We acknowledge that the personality of the holy Spirit 

is the Father and the Son; that the holy Spirit proceeds from 
both, and in turn from all who are begotten by it.

III. We affirm the resurrection of Christ—that he was put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened in the Spirit. We deny that 
he was raised in the flesh, and challenge any statement to that 
effect as being unscriptural.

rv. We affirm, with the Scripture, that God alone possessed 
immortality, “ dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto.”  We affirm that this divine quality has already been 
granted to the Lord Jesus and is to be the portion of the elect 
bride, the “body of Christ.”  As for mankind, we affirm the di­
vine provision for these and for angels to be everlasting life for 
the obedient. This, by many, is mistermed immortality. We 
follow tbe Scriptures strictly.

v. We hold that the entire race lost life with Father Adam, 
as a result of his failure in Eden; and that Christ died to secure 
a second chance for Adam and an individual chance for all of 
his race, who lost their first chance in Adam when he sinned. 
“As all in Adam die, even so all in Christ shall be made alive.” 
(1 Cor. 15:21, 22) A few of us, comparatively, having eyes of 
faith and ears of understanding, have had this second chance in 
the present life. Adam and the great mass of his posterity
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must get their second chance after being awakened from the 
tomb. But NOBODY IS TO GET A THIRD CHANCE!

vi. We believe that the soul was condemned to death. “ The 
soul that sinneth it shall die.” We believe that this death 
would have been eternal, everlasting destruction, had it not 
been for God’s mercy in and through our Lord’s redemptive 
work. By reason of his death our souls do not die in this full 
sense of the word, but are Scripturally said to “ fall asleep,” 
“ asleep in Jesus.” The awakening will be in the resurrection 
morning; and the interim will be a period of unconsciousness, 
beautifully symbolized by a restful sleep.

vil. We believe in the “ hell” of the Bible, sheol. This, the 
only word used for hell for four thousand years, is translated 
more than one-half the time grave in our Common Version, and 
should always be thus translated. “Hades,”  in the New Testa­
ment, is its equivalent. “Gehenna fire,” of the New Testament, 
is a symbolical picture declared to signify the second death.

v i i i . We believe that God is able to destroy “both soul and 
body” in Gehenna—the second death. We consider it much 
more sane to believe thus, as it is more Scriptural, than to be­

lieve that in creating man God did a work which He could not 
undo; much more reasonable also than to believe He prefers to 
have the incorrigible suffer eternally, when their sufferings 
could do neither themselves nor others any good.

ix. We believe that, like the Father and the holy angels, 
our Lord is a spirit being. We are convinced that “ flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God.” We do not believe 
that our Lord has a flesh and blood body, a “ little lower than 
the angels,” and has thus been out of harmony with his heav­
enly environment for nearly two thousand years. We believe 
the Apostle’s statement, “ Now the Lord is that Spirit.” This 
is the Jesus who will “ so come, in like manner,” quietly and un­
known to the world, as he went away. We do not affirm, dog­
matically, that he came in 1874, but we say that to us it is the 
evident teaching of the Scriptures. Our Lord warned us not to 
expect him in the flesh; that men might say “Lo, here” or “ Lo, 
there.” The harvest work in the universal church Nominal, the 
Laodicean period of the church, well corroborates our expecta­
tions of what his work will be, as outlined in his parables, etc.

T H E  T E S T  O F  E N D U R A N C E
[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of June, 1894, which please see.]

“ B O R N  K IN G  O F  T H E  J E W S ”
Matthew 2:1-12.— February 4.

‘Look unto me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth; for I am God and there is none else.”—Isaiah 45:22.
Today’s study relates to the wise men of the east and their 

seeing of a wonderful star which, as astrologers, they recognized 
to import a great event—the birth of a great King. At the time 
Palestine was a province of the Roman Empire, and its King, 
Herod, was not a Jew of the House of Jacob, but a represent­
ative of the house of Esau. Herod sought to perpetuate his dy­
nasty, and hence the announcement of the shepherds that a great 
king of the Jews had just been born suggested the overthrow of 
the Herodian dynasty and the establishment on Israel’s throne 
of a king in the line of David and Solomon.

Herod’s disquietude is easily understood, but the fact that 
the people of Jerusalem in general should be disturbed by the 
annunciation of a king of their own awakens thought. Evi­
dently they were in a very self-satisfied condition; under the 
Romans they were experiencing great prosperity. Herod, the 
Edomite, had built them a temple the grandeur of which out­
shone that of Solomon. The people were feeling so satisfied 
with their attainments that they had ceased to specially long 
for and pray for the coming of the Messiah, the long-promised 
king of the line of David. They were disturbed lest any change 
should be for the worse—lest it should mean internal strife as 
between Herod and another and lest it should mean strife with 
the Roman Empire, which at the time was treating the Jews 
quite generously.

A very similar condition of things may be expected in con­
junction with the second advent of Christ. The powers that be 
today are styled Christ’s kingdom, “ Christendom,” but they are 
really “kingdoms of this world.”  Any announcement today 
that Messiah’s kingdom is nigh—that he will soon take unto 
himself his great power and reign (Rev. 11:17)—meets with 
resentment. If in surprise we ask why this indifference respect­
ing the fulfilment of our prayer, “Thy kingdom come,” the an­
swer is, “Let well enough alone; do not agitate that subject; it 
may bring in strife and contention, because many are prosper­
ing so well under the reign of the ‘Prince of this world’ that 
they could not look upon a change as likely to bring any im­
provement in their condition— indeed some of them have reason 
to fear that Messiah’s kingdom would seriously disturb their 
entrenched privileges and monopolistic control of the wonderful 
blessings of our day.”

PRIESTLY INDIFFERENCE ON THE SUBJECT
Although King Herod called the priests and teachers of his 

day to inquire particularly respecting the prophecies of Mes­
siah’s birth, and although they answered him correctly, never­
theless, the records show no joy. no enthusiasm, on the part of 
the religious teachers in respect to the prophetic fulfilment 
which they had professed to trust in and to long for. They were 
indifferent; none of them followed to Bethlehem to find the new 
born king of the Jews. They had become higher critics and no 
longer believed the prophecies; they had less faith in them than 
had Herod.

And do we not find an antitype in this day? Are not the 
chief priests and religious leaders generally so out of harmony 
with the divine promises and so faithless as respects the glori­
ous Messianic kingdom of which the Bible tells, that they are 
ashamed to identify themselves in any degree with those who

seek the Lord and wait for his kingdom? Alas! even the Mo­
hammedans and Brahmins of the East are waiting for Messiah 
and the Golden Age and disposed to seek the evidences—but 
amongst the most prominent ministers of “ Christendom” there 
is apparent unbelief, Higher Criticism, Evolution and general 
opposition to Messiah and his kingdom. Let the civil govern­
ment fight down if it chooses everything associated with the 
new dispensation. These are quite indifferent; they have plans 
and schemes of their own by which they are hoping to accom­
plish the work predicted for Messiah; they are anxious to raise 
money and to convert the world without disturbing the present 
order of things. Alas for them! how clearly they are mistaken! 
how terrible will be their disappointment when their cherished 
plans will all fail in a time of trouble which, while it will 
greatly disappoint them, will prove to be the forerunner of the 
reign of righteousness for the blessing of all the families of the 
earth— for the ushering in of “ the times of restitution.”

WAS THERE A MISTAKE?
Nearly nineteen centuries have passed since the events of 

this lesson. Israel, instead of being exalted as Messiah’s king­
dom, has been wrecked. Was it by mistake that Jesus was an­
nounced King of the Jews at his birth, or did God change his 
plan because the Jews refused Jesus and crucified him?

Neither suggestion is correct. Jesus is yet to be the King of 
the Jews and the King of the world. The “ mystery” is cleared 
when we understand that there are two classes of Jews, two 
classes of Israelites—a heavenly and also an earthly class. Thus 
there are the two “ seeds of Abraham,”  one of which is to be as 
the stars of heaven and the other as the sands of the seashore. 
The heavenly, the spiritual, must be developed first and be asso­
ciated with Messiah in glory, honor and immortality, far above 
angels.

It has required all of this Gospel age for the selecting of this 
spiritual seed. With its completion a new age will be inau­
gurated. Then the earthly blessings promised will be fulfilled 
to the natural seed of Abraham. “They shall build houses and 
inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit there­
of” ; “ the knowledge of the glory of the Lord shall fill the whole 
earth” ; to him “ every knee will bow and every tongue confess,” 
for all who refuse shall be destroyed in the second death. (Isa. 
65:21; Hab. 2:14; Rom. 14:11) Messiah is already recognized 
as Lord by all Spiritual Israelites. During the next age he will 
be crowned Lord of all by natural Israel, and all other nation­
alities will enjoy the privilege of becoming proselyte children 
of Abraham in the flesh. Messiah will reign in his mediatorial 
kingdom for the very purpose of bringing these blessings to 
natural Israel and through her to all nations.

The relationship of Messiah to spiritual Israel, the elect 
church, is quite different from what it will be toward the world. 
He is our Lord and prospective Bridegroom; we are his be­
trothed and prospective bride, and joint-heirs of his glory, and 
are to be associated in his glorious Messianic work. “ If ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”—Gal. 3:29.

It will require the entire thousand years of the reign of
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Christ and his bride to accomplish that promise— the blessing 
of all the families of the earth with full light and knowledge 
and opportunity for complete return to harmony with God and 
for the recovery of all that was lost in Adam and redeemed at 
Calvary. We by faith hail him as King, even before the estab­
lishment of his kingdom, and loyally and gladly submit our­
selves to him, pledging our lives in the service of his cause of 
righteousness and truth. We, when praying, “Thy kingdom

come,”  are expressing our sympathy with the righteousness 
which Messiah’s kingdom shall establish and our faith in his 
promise that we shall sit with him in his throne. And when we 
pray that God’s will shall be done on earth as in heaven we are 
expressing our confidence that the Messianic reign will be glori­
ous and successful to the last degree— overthrowing all evil and 
adverse conditions and establishing righteousness amongst men 
on the same permanent foundation that prevails in heaven.

B R O T H E R  R U S S E L L ’S L E T T E R  F R O M  H O N O L U L U
To t h e  “ B e t h e l ”  F a m i l y : —

Beloved in the Lord: I drop this note at Honolulu, Ha­
waiian Islands. I wish you to know of my continued love for 
you all. We daily remember you and all the dear Israel of God 
at the Throne of Heavenly Grace, and feel sure you are remem­
bering us. I will report the journey thus far.

We had a delightful day at Pittsburgh, Dec. 4th; about 40 
children were consecrated, a church election was held and a dis­
course was delivered to about 350; the house overflowed.

At St. Louis, Dec. 5th, I had much pleasure in meeting the 
dear friends, and addressed them for about an hour.

Dallas, Tex., was our next stop—on Dec. 6th. We had quite 
a nice little convention. Nearly 30 children were consecrated.

San Antonio gave us a hearty greeting on the 7th. We had 
meetings all day. The interest and spirit were splendid. That 
class of Bible students seems to be growing steadily, both in 
numbers and in grace, yet not without trials.

Los Angeles, Cal., was reached in due time for Sunday serv­
ices, Dec. 10th. A more hearty welcome could not be asked. 
“ Love divine, all love excelling,” seems to be the secret of this

class’s progress. About 400 were present in the forenoon, and 
about 2,100 at the afternoon meeting for the public.

Fresno, Cal., we reached for services on the 11th. About 60 
of the friends from surrounding country attended during the 
day, and at the public meeting at night the attendance was 
about 500. Matters went exceedingly well, considering that 
there is no Class of I. B. S. A. there.

San Francisco, Cal., was reached on Dec. 12th (or rather 
Oakland). Good testimonies in the forenoon showed that the 
classes here are in splendid condition—apparently faithful and 
humble. The afternoon meeting was on consecration and the 
evening meeting on Baptism. At our request no advertising 
was done, so the attendance of about 300 must have been chiefly 
interested people. About 26 symbolized their consecration. The 
session closed with an enjoyable Love Feast. The next day 
nearly 100 bade us goodby and sang us away on our journey as 
the steamship Shinyo Maru left dock.

With much love to you—one and all—your brother and 
servant. C. T. R u s s e l l .

“ A B O U T  M Y  F A T H E R ’S B U S IN E S S ”
Luke 2:40-52.— Febbuaby 11.

“How is it that ye sought met Wist ye not that I must he about my Father’s businessf”—V. 49.
The Wonderful Babe of Bethlehem “ grew and waxed strong, 

filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.”  The 
perfect child, the perfect boy, was of course far in advance of 
imperfect children. The schooling privileges of today were un­
known. The education gleaned by the masses came to them 
chiefly through contact with their elders; history itself being 
handed down from generation to generation, except for the 
scholarly. Jewish boys, however, had an advantage over those 
of other nations because of the divine regulation of the temple 
services and the services in the synagogues every Sabbath day. 
Those services consisted particularly of readings from the law 
and the prophets by course. Thus all Jewish children had excel­
lent facilities for hearing the Word of the Lord. “ They have 
Moses and the prophets, let them hear them.” Few had more 
opportunities than this-—few were able to read; but Jesus was 
amongst those few—not because of schooling privileges in his 
youth, but because of his brilliant mind, which retained every­
thing that came to it and to which, therefore, the Bible was con­
tinually an open book.

The surpassing abilities of Jesus are attested by the fact 
that when he entered the synagogue of his home city, Nazareth, 
his superiority as a reader and an exponent was so generally 
recognized that the service was usually turned over to him. 
(Luke 4:16) And yet the people marveled, saying, How comes 
it that Jesus is a man of letters, having never gone to school? 
And they all bore him witness and wondered at the grace of his 
speech. (Luke 4:22) The explanation of the matter is that 
Jesus was perfect while all about him were imperfect.

Our lesson relates particularly to an incident which occurred 
when Jesus was twelve years old. His “parents”  were strict re­
ligionists and obeyed the Mosaic law by attending regularly the 
Feast of Passover at Jerusalem every year, and on this occasion 
Jesus was with them. The expression “ parents”  does not im­
ply that Saint Luke supposed Joseph to be the father of Jesus 
any more than that Mary so considered the matter when (verse 
48) she spoke of Joseph as being his “ father.”  He was the 
foster father of Jesus—his foster parent, and Jesus was his 
foster child; the language is in exact harmony with what we 
would use under such circumstances today and is not a basis 
for any just criticism.

As might be surmised, the gathering of Jews from all parts 
of Palestine, yea, from the entire world, meant great crowds 
of people; on some occasions more than a million. Different 
families from different localities usually traveled together as 
one caravan. It was a Jewish custom that a Jewish boy should 
be considered “a son of the law” when he had attained his 
twelfth year. He then became responsible under the law and 
thenceforth was required to keep its festivals, etc.

JESUS A GREAT STUDENT
At the time in question Jesus had attained his twelfth birth 

day. He well knew of his peculiar birth and of the great proph­
ecies which centered in him, related by Gabriel to his mother, 
and was on the alert to fulfil his mission—to do the will of the 
heavenly Father. He surmised that since at twelve years of age 
Jewish boys came under the requirements of the Law Covenant, 
this arrangement might possibly have been made as an indica­
tion of his proper course and duty—that that was the time at 
which he should begin his ministry.

Therefore he resolved to consult the very highest authorities 
respecting the teachings of the law upon this subject. From 
time to time he sought intercourse with the learned scribes and 
Pharisees and Doctors. He wished to make no mistake; he was 
therefore not satisfied with simply their opinion, but desired 
references to the law and to the prophets that he himself might 
judge and not rely too implicitly upon the conclusions ot 
others. During a considerable part of the time of the Passover 
Feast the great men of his nation were engaged in public func­
tions, and hence his best opportunity for conference with them 
was at the close of the feast, and then as he could gain their 
attention— coming time and again with new questions, with 
fresh inquiries about other types and symbols and their proper 
meaning.

When the time came for the return journey he had not fin­
ished his investigations of the Scripture teachings on this point. 
His parents, thinking that he was in the company with some of 
their relatives, went a day’s journey homeward before they 
ascertained that he was not in the company. Then they re­
turned, journeying another day, and the third day they found 
him in the temple with the learned men discussing the question 
which to him was the all-important one of the hour— the time 
at which public ministry might be begun, according to the law. 
Evidently he had just finished his quest and found as his satis­
factory answer that, although a boy at twelve became amenable 
to the law. none could enter upon a teaching or preaching serv­
ice until thirty years of age. This matter had evidently been 
settled just prior to the arrival of his parents.

Joseph, the foster father of Jesus, said nothing, allowing his 
wife, Mary, to chide Jesus with having been negligent of his 
duty toward them— causing them trouble, grief, annoyance by 
not coming promptly with them on the return journey. The 
words of Jesus may be paraphrased thus: Did you not know
that I was twelve years of age; was it not your understanding 
that I had reached the time when I must become a son of the 
law? Did you not know that this might mean to me some great 
responsibility in connection with my service of the heavenly
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Father? Did you not forewarn me that such responsibilities 
were to he looked for by myself and that I must be diligent to 
accomplish my1 mission ? Why, then, may I ask, should you be 
surprised and disappointed in finding that I had tarried behind 
you ? Did it not occur to you that as a son of the law I might 
have responsibilities at this time and that I must use every op­
portunity to be about my Father’s business—to do whatever 
work I should find he has appointed for me ? But now I will 
give you no further trouble. I have ascertained through study 
and conference with the doctors of the law that there is nothing 
that I can do as a minor in the way of beginning the Father’s 
service. I am therefore ready to return with you to our home, 
and I assure you that I shall be as loyal and obedient to you 
as heretofore and that my apparent neglect of your wishes in 
the present instance was merely because I supposed that you 
knew that I would be looking out for my heavenly Father’s busi­
ness and my privilege in connection with it, and that you would 
therefore not be necessarily expecting me to return home at this 
time.

JESTJS INCREASED IN WISDOU
In the last verse of our study we read: “Jesus increased in. 

wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.” It was 
not a boy who was to be the Redeemer, even as it was not a boy 
who had sinned. Jesus, therefore, to be a corresponding price 
for father Adam and the race which lost life in him, needed 
first to be developed into manhood.

The verse under consideration covers the period from his 
twelfth year to his thirtieth. For eighteen years he kept grow­
ing in wisdom and in grace of character. He did not grow in 
the Father’s favor in the sense of becoming less sinful and more 
righteous, but in the sense of becoming more developed—reach­
ing human perfection. Just so a piece of fruit in growing may 
be as perfect of its kind at the beginning as at the end, but it 
grows in size and in richness of flavor, and therefore in the ap­
preciation of the owner.

So it was with Jesus. The perfect babe became the perfect 
boy; the perfect boy became the perfect youth ; the perfect youth 
became the perfect man, and at thirty years of age was ripe and 
ready to be offered as an acceptable sacrifice of sweet savor to 
God, on behalf of mankind— “the Just for the unjust.”

P R E P A R E  Y E  F O R  T H E  K IN G D O M
Luke 3:1-17.- 

“Repent ye, for the kingdom of
John the Baptist was the last of the prophets and Jesus de­

clared that none of them was his superior— “There hath not 
arisen a greater Prophet than John the Baptist— and yet I say 
unto you that the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.” (Matt. 11:11) Every member of the kingdom of heaven 
class must be higher than John because begotten of the holy 
Spirit. They are reckoned as members of the house of sons, 
while the prophets belong to the preceding house of servants: 
‘•.Moses verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, but 
Christ as a Son over his own house, whose house are we.”—Heb. 
3:5, 6; John 1:13.

God proposed from before the foundation of the world that 
he would redeem man and that he would establish his kingdom 
for their restoration from sin and death conditions. The Re­
deemer of the world was to be the King by whose reign of a 
thousand years the work of Satan would be undone; the head 
of the serpent would be crushed and humanity would be uplifted 
out of sin and death and be brought back to the condition in 
which Adam was at first— “very good.” The obedient would 
learn through experience a great lesson, valuable to all eternity; 
the wilful rejectors would be destroyed without hope or remedy. 
But previously, from amongst the redeemed would be selected a 
little company to be associated with the Redeemer in his great 
work. These would be called the kingdom—the kingdom class 
—the royal family— sons of God.

God promised Abraham, “ the friend of God,”  that this great 
blessing would come to humanity through his posterity, and in­
deed all of the saved ones should be known as his posterity in 
that they would become proselyte members of Israel. Messiah 
was promised to be of Abraham’s seed also, and it was to 
be through this Messiah that Abraham’s natural posterity 
would be blessed, and would be made a channel of blessing to all 
nations. One thing not explained to Abraham was that Messiah 
would have a company of joint-heirs selected from amongst men 
and counted the “ bocly of Christ,”  or “The bride, the Lamb’s 
wife.”

NECESSARILY TO THE JEW FIRST

Although God had not mentioned this elect class which he 
purposed should be members of the Messiah, or his bride, nev­
ertheless God determined that the opportunity to become mem­
bers of this elect, special class should first of all go to Abra­
ham’s natural seed. For the three and a half years of Jesus’ 
ministry and for a further three and a half years after his death 
the privilege of becoming his bride and joint-heir was limited 
to Israel after the flesh.

Later it was sent on equal terms also to the Gentiles. Saint 
Paul tells us that it was necessary that the Gospel message 
should go first to the Jews because this was the divine arrange­
ment. But he adds, “ Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for [the best of God’s gifts, the privilege of becoming 
members of the spiritual Israel], but the election hath obtained 
it and the rest were blinded.”  (Rom. 11:7) The blindness is 
not to be forever, but merely until the completion of the elect, 
spiritual class—then the blindness is to pass away and Israel 
is to be saved or recovered to the divine favor lost eighteen cen­
turies ago. (See Romans 11:25-33.)

Meantime the dealing with natural Israel proceeded just as 
though Jesus in the flesh were about to take the throne; and 
just as though his disciples in the flesh were to be his bride;

-February 18.
heaven is at hand.”—Matthew 3:2. 

and just a3 though the Jewish nation would then be exalted 
and used as the divine channel; and just as though the promise 
would there have fulfilment: “ In thy seed shall all the families 
of the earth be blessed.”

“ MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD”

It was in harmony with this offer which God knew would 
not be accepted by a sufficient number that he sent John the 
Baptist to announce Jesus as though he would be a King of the 
Jews in the flesh and to announce his kingdom as though it 
would be immediately established. However, all along God 
knew and had provided for the crucifixion of his Son, and that 
merely a beginning would be then made in the selecting of the 
elect church, and that it would require more than eighteen 
centuries to complete it—and therefore require a tarrying of 
the kingdom for more than eighteen centuries, until the king­
dom class should be ready in God’s name and power to take the 
dominion of the earth------ under the whole heavens.

And Jesus declared, “My kingdom is not of this world 
(age),”  and as he did not establish his kingdom at his first ad­
vent, but merely began the work of calling the “ elect,” so the 
work of John the Baptist was merely to the Jew and propor­
tionately only was he the antitype of Elijah. A larger antitype 
of Jesus, and of Elijah and John as forerunners, we may now 
see. Jesus in the flesh and all his faithful members in the flesh 
for eighteen centuries have constituted the antitype of John the 
Baptist. Their message all the way down these centuries has 
been to all who hear it, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.”  The antitype of the King whose kingdom they an­
nounce is composed of the glorified Jesus and his glorified bride, 
beyond the veil. These soon shall take the kingdom and reign 
gloriously as Abraham’s seed for the blessing of all the families 
of the earth.

The church has cried in “ the wilderness” in the sense that 
she has been alienated and separated from the world. She has 
called upon all who would hear to prepare for Messiah’s king­
dom. She has told more fully than did John the Baptist of the 
effect of Messiah’s kingdom—the leveling up of the valleys (the 
lifting up of the poor), the straightening out of the crooked 
things and the smoothing of the rough things, that thus all 
flesh might see, appreciate, understand, experience the salvation 
of God. Both John and the church declare that this salvation 
is to be brought through Jesus and his glorified bride in king­
dom power. The point we are making is that while John the 
Baptist was an antitype of Elijah, and was forerunner or herald 
of Jesus, so, only more particularly, the church in the flesh is a 
higher antitype of Elijah, and still more particularly a herald 
of the Messianic kingdom.

In John’s day multitudes desired to be of the kingdom class, 
but while still holding on to their gross sins. And so it has 
been throughout this age. The only ones who can truly claim 
to belong to Abraham’s spiritual seed are such as show their re­
pentance from sin and their loyalty to God by a full consecra­
tion to oppose sin and to walk in the footsteps of the Master, 
even unto death— even an ignominious death, if need be.

John declared that the “ax”  was about to be applied to that 
nation. Pruning would no longer do. Each individual must 
either bring forth good fruit or be cut down and be cast into 
the “ fire”—the great time of trouble with which the age ended.
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The people asked John what they should do following their re­
pentance. His answer was that those who had a surplus of 
coats should be ready to give or lend to those who had none, 
and those who had a sufficiency of food should likewise give to 
the needy. Thus would they show their repentance from the 
selfishness and hard-heartedness which evidenced them as sinful 
—thus would they show a condition of heart necessary to an 
acceptance of Jesus.

“ ART THOU THE MESSIAH?”
When the tax-gatherers came to John repenting they asked, 

‘‘How shall we conduct our lives?” He answered, “ Extort no 
more than that to which you are entitled by the law.” Soldiers 
also repented and asked John respecting their course: “ What
shall we do?” He answered, “ Do violence to no man; neither 
exact anything wrongfully; and be content with your wages”— 
thus will you show that you have repented and that you are 
seeking to do the divine will, for such a course will be very dif­
ferent from the one to which you have been accustomed. But 
notwithstanding John’s preaching of contentment he was appre­
hended as a disturber of the peace and beheaded.

The spirit of expectation was in the air and some of the peo­
ple. wondering at John’s teaching, asked if he were the Messiah. 
Ho promptly replied. “ No; my baptism is merely that of water.” 
Messiah’s baptism will be that of “ the holy Spirit and of fire” ; 
“liis fan is in his hand and he will thoroughly purge his thresh­
ing floor; he will gather the wheat into his garner, and will

burn up the chaff with fire unquenchable.”—Matt. 3:11-12.
“ WRATH IS COME UPON THIS PEOPLE”

These things which John prophesied of Jesus were partially 
fulfilled more than eighteen centuries ago, but in another sense 
they are yet to be fulfilled. They were fulfilled so far as the 
Jewish nation was concerned. Jesus did baptize some of them 
with the holy Spirit at Pentecost, and subsequently—all the 
faithful “Israelites indeed” : and He did, later on, baptize the 
unfaithful with fire— a time of trouble. Writing of that trouble 
St. Paul says, “Wrath is come upon this people to the utter­
most; that all things written in the law and in the prophets 
concerning them might be fulfilled.” Jesus did a harvesting 
work there for the Jewish nation only. He gathered their wheat 
into the garner of the Gospel age by begetting them of the holy 
Spirit at Pentecost and onward, and “burned up” the nation in 
a time of trouble with which their age ended, in A. D. 70.

But now for the larger fulfilment—world-wide. In the end 
of this age all the “ wheat” class are to be gathered into the 
heavenly garner by the change of the first resurrection, and in 
the time of trouble coming all others than the true church will 
be cut off from association with the church and from all oppor­
tunity of membership in it—as “ tares” they will be burned— 
reduced to the level of the rest of humanity. But, thank God! 
at that time will begin the work of blessing the masses of man­
kind ; all the families of the earth are to be blest by the glori­
ous, Messianic kingdom!

T O  M A R R Y  O R  N O T  T O  M A R R Y
We are asked to publish the below letter respecting mar­

riage, in the hope that it may be helpful to some considering 
this subject:—

“ D e a r  S i s t e r : —As your conduct towards me is not as for­
merly, but you pass me and seem to intentionally avoid giving 
me recognition, it has made me think that perhaps you may 
have some unfriendly feeling towards me on account of the stand 
I have taken, or on account of something that I may have said. 
If I have done you any wrong I ask your forgiveness.

“I can sympathize with you, as I also have a fight with the 
fallen flesh, and I will tell you how I feel and look at the matter 
of matrimony at this late moment of the harvest time, and how, 
by the Lord’s grace, I obtain strength.

“This matter should be viewed by us only from the stand­
point of the new mind, and by thus doing I find it the greatest 
help to keep the flesh from dictating to me along fleshly lines.

“ We should also constantly have the spiritual welfare of 
ourselves as well as of others uppermost in our mind; and I 
thus ask myself: How can I help a sister spiritually through
the union of the flesh? How will it help the sister or myself in 
setting our affections on things above? Is it the sister’s fellow­
ship I desire? If so, can I not have that without marriage? 
If not always personally, can I not have it through the course 
of letter writing, and thus help and encourage the sister spirit­
ually, and develop character thereby?

“We are to crucify the tendencies of the fallen flesh, which 
are selfish desires, and put the body under and not give in to it, 
for now we are walking in newness of life, and know the breth­
ren, not after the flesh, but after the spirit— ‘Ye are neither 
male nor female, but all one in Christ Jesus.’ Let our love be a 
pure, holy, brotherly love.

“ The ‘Vow’ I find a great help, especially the portion which 
reads, ‘Thy will be done in my mortal body.’ What is the Lord’s 
will? What was this sexual distinction given for? I find it 
was for the filling of the earth, to populate it, and that after 
that has been accomplished the sexual distinction will cease.

“Realizing that there is no distinction of sex among the 
angels and that such will also be the future condition of hu­
manity, I ask myself, Should I, at this closing moment of our 
pilgrimage, yield, or will I be more pleasing to the Lord if I 
now develop character in myself in the direction of our future 
condition, not only hy setting my affections on things above 
and developing the new mind, but also by putting the desires of 
my fleshly body under ?

“Although these fleshly bodies are to serve us while yet on 
this side the veil, they should not be used to serve us in sin and 
fallen tendencies.

“The Apostle said that we commit no sin if we marry, but 
this also includes our duty to perform the Father’s will and 
make proper use of our functions, or abstain, and this cannot be 
done on account of the fallen and degraded flesh, as testified by 
those who have gone through this experience.

“ The best way is to ask for strength and grace, and to be 
faithful to the admonition given us by St. Paul, which is, ‘Let 
every man abide in the calling wherein he was called’ ; and by

so doing we certainly will receive a blessing, perhaps a greater 
blessing than we think; it may win for us the crown, and the 
ignoring of it may prevent us from obtaining it and thus we 
may become members of the great company.

“ A single person, when consecrating, agrees to give up more 
time to the Lord than can a married one. Realizing this, would 
it be right for me to take back some of the time which I have 
given to the Lord and give it to some one else? Would I be 
pleasing to the Lord by so doing?

“ Do I know of an instance where a brother or sister has 
profited spiritually by the union? Perhaps a few, but as St. 
Paul said, ‘He that is unmarried careth for the things that be­
long to the Lord, how he may please the Lord, but he that is 
married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may 
please his wife.’

“ The thought might suggest itself to me: Perhaps I might 
need just such experiences, just such troubles in the flesh to per­
fect me. To this I answer, If so, I will leave it in the hands of 
the Lord to give them to me, without trying to help him by 
giving myself persecutions, for he know's best what I need, but 
will strive to please him, remembering that ‘Obedience is better 
than sacrifice.’

“We are told to make straight the path for our feet, and as 
the natural man can run better with the least burden, so also 
the spiritual man. Why should I cast extra stones and obstacles 
in my own way to hinder myself from running as I should?

“ Viewing it from my personal standpoint, I ask myself, 
Would this union put two in the work? Or would it take out 
two, in the sense of preventing a sister or myself or both from 
entering now or in the future?

“ Being tied down by obligations to those depending upon me, 
and not permitted to enter the colporteur work at present, I 
ask myself, Should I make my obligations heavier and also tie 
a sister down, preventing her from active service, now or in the 
future, and have her use her consecrated time in ministering to 
my fleshly body? ‘Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the 
servants of men.’

“ Should the Lord see fit to make me foot-loose, then, view­
ing it from that standpoint, I should have to ask myself, Have 
I enough working capital for two, or can I earn enough in the 
work without the sister’s assistance, should she become unable 
to help support herself? Or, should I become disabled, would 
she still remain in the work? Can we together make both ends 
meet, or might it take both of us out of the work and make it 
necessary for me to labor at something else, as has been the ex­
perience of others, so that I would thus miss the blessings and 
privileges, not only myself, but also be responsible for the 
sister ?

“ How do I know that we both will stand in this last moment 
of testing? I know of only one instance, where error has over­
taken one of those thus united, where the other remained faith­
ful unto the Lord, while the life companion fell; I find that in 
all other instances, to my knowledge, they both fell. Conse­
quently, I do not think it advisable to take chances and endan­
ger my Christian welfare or that of a sister. If there is a
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shadow of possibility that it might prevent me from making my 
‘calling and election sure,’ I say to myself, through the grace 
and strength of the Lord, ‘Don’t do it.’

“ We know that Satan is always ready to hand us plenty of 
excuses along these lines, and if we are looking for them he will 
be able to present one (even through a brother or sister) which 
we can accept.

“One brother expresses himself to the effect that we might 
seek advice upon certain matters and obtain the same from 
some who are not able to give advice to the little flock, as they 
may be or will be members of the great company.

“ By scrutinizing every thought, and word, and action, I find 
that selfish thoughts should have no place in us, and if we do 
not give place to wrong thoughts they cannot result in wrong 
actions.

“ The time is so short! It is not so much the years now, but 
we count the time by weeks and days; as was mentioned at the 
Mountain Lake Park Convention, it is only about one hundred 
and fifty weeks until the last member of the little flock shall 
have passed beyond the second veil, and some of this time has 
since passed.

“ I pray the Lord to overrule these words, should they not be 
fully in accord with the new mind or his will.

“ Pray for me, dear sister, that I may be a conqueror, yea, 
more than an overcomer.

“ With much Christian love from your brother and fellow- 
runner in the narrow way, ---------------- •”

Notwithstanding the good arguments of this letter we are 
not to forget the other side of the question, which the Apostle 
sets forth. With each one rests the responsibility of his de­
cision to marry or not to marry. To some the relationship 
must surely appear as above, but to others equally conscientious 
it may seem different. Let each one be fully persuaded in his 
own mind.

We certainly believe that those who cannot quite fully settle 
the matter and take a decided stand, determined not to marry, 
should very properly take the other decided stand and get mar­
ried. Nothing is much more injurious to spirituality than inde­
cision, wavering, lukewarmness. Do not trifle with your own 
earthly affections nor with the affections of others. Settle mat­
ters at once and firmly as you think would be most to the Lord’s 
glory—most in harmony with the divine will. Act upon this 
decision and put far from you everything to the contrary, so 
that you can give the best that you have to the Lord. A deci­
sion, a positiveness, will help in the development of character. 
Trifling undermines true character.

T H E  P R A IS E  B E L O N G S  T O  H IM
I know if I am chosen to joint-heirship with my Lord,
To reign with him in glory, to receive that great reward;
If after all my weaknesses a crown for me he’ll claim,
I know that choice will surely bring great glory to God’s name.
If I had been more worthy, and my stumblings had been few, 
When men gave God the glory, they’d have praised my virtue, 

too;
If I ’d ne’er lost a battle, or had never missed the mark,
As they talked about his goodness, mine, also, they’d remark.
But my being so deficient, in thought and word and deed, 
Means he’ll get all the glory—he deserves it all, indeed.
When they see this weak mortal raised to such immortal 

heights,
What praise will rise to him who in such nothingness delights!
I know that when my Savior did return to heaven above,
And was crowned with wondrous glory, it did prove his Father’s 

love;
But thinking of Christ’s merit, and his sinless life of grace, 
’Twas no wonder that Jehovah chose him for such a place.
With me it is so different; I have not one thing to plead,
That I should be more honored than another bruised reed;

And truly there’s no reason to give me a mite of praise;
To him belongs all glory for the joys which crown my days.

If you knew all my failings, and my blemishes so vile,
And saw the loving patience my Father shows the while, 
’Twould amaze you beyond measure to think he could or would 
Make me an able servant who should do his people good.

But if to him such praise is due because of what I am— 
Because of such a weakling he has made a stronger man,
Then what will be his glory when he’s raised me higher still, 
And crowned me with his choicest one the top of Zion’s Hill?

That all these years of striving find me so imperfect still,
Does not speak much to my credit nor give a happy thrill; 
Where T appear as worthy ’tis because his grace is there,
And in the praise and glory I deserve no part, no share.

I hate my faults and failings, and I fight them day by day, 
But from self with all its weaknesses I cannot get away; 
Despite this fact, he uses me—beyond is still more grace—
And hosts will tell his glory—his who found poor me a place.

B e n j a m in  H. B a r t o n .

T H E  V O W  B O O K M A R K
We have prepared a very neat bookmark of thin white 

celluloid. On one side of it The Vow is printed in clear type 
in dark blue ink. On the other side is a picture of the white 
dove which hangs in the center of Brother Russell’s study 
in Brooklyn. Under the picture is a beautiful poem entitled 
“ The Bridegroom’s Dove,” which is a real inspiration to Christ-

likeness. It was our intention to send one of these with each 
W a t c h  T ow er  receipt, but we find that some were missed.

We now have reports from about ten thousand who have 
taken The Vow, and we would like each of these to have one 
of the bookmarks. Any such who have not received one will 
notify us and they will receive one by return mail.

T H E  N E W S P A P E R  S Y N D I C A T E ’S ID E A
For the benefit of our readers we remark that Brother Rus­

sell is very anxious to co-operate with the Newspaper Syndi­
cate which handles his weekly sermons. While he retains 
fullest liberty in respect to the subject matter of his discourses, 
he yields other points considerably to the Syndicate’s wishes. 
This will account for his greater care in his clothing, his more

frequent use of cabs and parlor cars. The Syndicate insists 
that Brother Russell’s personality has much to do in placing 
his sermons far and near. And Brother Russell is glad to yield 
to the Syndicate’s business judgment, because he desires that 
his Gospel message shall be heard the world around.

P R O L IF IC  B E A N S  F O R  S E E D
Sister Smith, of Nebraska, recently discovered one stalk of 

beans which she declares yielded so prolifically that she calls it 
the Millennial Bean. She desires to get the beans into the 
hands of others, and at the same time to make a donation to 
our Tract Fund for the sending forth of free spiritual food to the 
hungry. Accordingly the beans have been sent to our office.

We believe the project quite a proper one, and if the beans 
be as prolific elsewhere as in Nebraska, we would be glad to 
purchase them at the rate of five beans for one dollar. (We 
have heard of seed wheat selling at one dollar per grain.)

However, in view of unfriendly criticism of enemies, we 
think it best not to sell these beans, but to give them free to 
our subscribers who have gardens, and who will request them 
— five beans each.

Sister Smith writes that they should be planted one bean 
to the hill, and the hills six feet apart. They should be planted 
in April. They keep bearing right along for weeks, and five 
should supply a small family. They will be ready to ship in 
February.
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IN T E R E S T IN G  Q U E S T IO N S
THE SEED AND THE COVENANTS

Question.—Kindly explain briefly the Apostle’s meaning in 
Romans 7 :7-25.

Answer.— The Apostle’s thought is this: At the time of
Abraham, God said: “Abraham, I intend to bless the world,
and I will tell you about it in advance. Through your posterity 
I will do it, for I have found you faithful as a servant.”  St. 
Paul was one of those who was included in that promise. (See 
Heb. 7 :9, 10) Abraham was not under the sentence of the law; 
but he had the promise that a blessing would come to him and 
to all others.

Several hundred years after this God entered into a special 
covenant with the nation of Israel. They bound themselves by 
the Law Covenant that they would do certain things; and God 
promised that the reward would be eternal life. But they could 
not fulfil the conditions, and consequently they came under the 
sentence of death. Therefore, they were worse off in that re­
spect than if they had never come under the Law Covenant, for 
they had already received, prospectively, the forgiveness of sin; 
but now, being unable to keep the Law Covenant, they came 
again under condemnation to death.

The remainder of the world of mankind was condemned once. 
God had said that he would bless all those who kept the law; 
and the Jews had their opportunity but failed because of inhe­
rent weakness. So the law, St. Paul states, brought them death, 
instead of blessing. How did this awaken in them what he says 
here? “ I had not known sin but by the law.” Suppose that 
before the law was given, a man did not know that it was wrong 
to steal or to kill. Not knowing it, and not having come under 
any law telling about it, he had not sinned against the law. 
But before that Law Covenant came, says the Apostle, not hav­
ing the law specified to me, I was not under it. But now I 
know; and sin came upon me because I could not keep what I 
saw and what I had agreed to do.

Sin lives. What sin? Original sin, Adamic sin, which 
passed from Adam through heredity upon all his children. God 
said to Abraham, I intend to bless the families of the earth. I 
intend to remove the curse. Those who had failed to keep the 
law had come under the curse of the law as well as under 
Adam’s curse, so that in addition to the curse which came upon 
all of Adam’s children the Jew came under the curse of the law. 
That which the Jew thought to be unto life, he found to be unto 
death. The Law Covenant promised that if the Jew would do 
these things he would live. But he found that he could not dc 
them, and the covenant brought condemnation and death upon 
him. The Apostle does not say that the Law Covenant was just 
and good, but that the law was good, the law was just—not the 
covenant. God’s law is always the same, and always will be the 
same; but he will make a better covenant; for finding fault 
with the Law Covenant, He said, “ I will make a new covenant.” 
If God was not finding fault with the old covenant, why make 
a new one?—Heb. 8:8-13.

The unsatisfactory feature of the covenant was that it could 
not give life to Israel. God knew this beforehand, but they did 
not. God wished them to learn this great lesson that because 
of their own deficiency they needed the merit of the sacrifices 
of the Redeemer. The whole world must learn this lesson. 
Whoever will not learn it will not make progress; but God’s 
promise is that in due time all the blind eyes shall be opened 
and all the deaf ears shall be unstopped, and that all shall un­
derstand clearly the conditions of God’s arrangements and the 
provisions he has made.

IS THE NEW MIND THE NEW CREATURE?
Question.—Is it correct, in the strict sense, to speak or think 

of ourselves as new creatures while in the begotten condition? 
Or is it only when born from the dead that this condition is at­
tained? In other words, Is the new mind the new creature?

Answer.—Yes; the new mind is the new creature. The Scrip­

tural thought is that this new creature is now an embryo. This 
embryo is to develop more and more, and take on the character- 
likeness of the Lord Jesus. Then will come the birth of the new 
creature. The Lord uses the thought of begetting and birth as 
a picture. First, there is the begetting, and then the gradual 
development of the embryo; finally there comes the time for 
birth. But if anything checks the development of the embryo 
the birth will never take place; there will be a miscarriage.

So the new creature, begotten of the holy Spirit, is in an 
embryo condition, and must develop, or it will never be ready 
for the birth. The birth is the resurrection. As the Scriptures 
say, Jesus was the first-born from the dead and we are his 
brethren. He is the first born amongst these many brethren; 
and we also must be born from the dead to share his glory.

THE PROPHETS AND THE RESURRECTION
Question— Did David understand the doctrine of the resur­

rection ?
Answer.—Even from what David has written in the Psalms 

we cannot really tell whether he clearly understood the doctrine 
of the resurrection; for the Scriptures inform us that David 
spoke and wrote very much by inspiration. The Apostle Peter 
tells that many of the prophets themselves did not know the im­
port of the things they were saying; but that the Spirit of God 
moved them. God reserved much of the understanding for the 
church. So when the Prophet David makes certain allusions to 
the resurrection, we do not know whether he fully understood or 
not. We believe that all those in God’s confidence knew that, 
though they were dying, yet the time would come when God 
would recover them from the grave. The resurrection hope was 
the hope of all the Jewish nation, not only in the days of Jesus, 
but prior to that time.

In the days of Jesus the orthodox Jews, the holiness people, 
or Pharisees, were firm believers in the Resurrection. The Sad- 
ducees were the higher critics and infidels of that time; for they 
did not believe in angels or spirits, or in the resurrection of the 
dead; but the Pharisees believed in both. On one occasion, par­
ticularly, when St. Paul was in great danger, he perceived that 
part of the audience were Pharisees and part Sadducees; and 
thinking he could get the good will of the one part, he cried out, 
“ I believe in the resurrection. That is the reason I am on trial 
here.”  Immediately the Pharisees went to his side and said, 
“Yes, this man believes in the resurrection. We all do. It is 
you Sadducees who do not believe in the resurrection; and you 
are trying to injure us.”— See Acts 23:6-9.

And so we feel sure that David believed in the resurrection. 
We are to remember, however, that while apparently he spoke 
of his own resurrectipn— “ Thou wilt not leave my soul in sheol, 
nor suffer thine Holy One to see corruption”— St. Peter, speak­
ing, we believe, under inspiration, said that David spoke these 
words not concerning himself, but being a prophet he spoke be­
forehand of Christ, that Christ’s soul would not be left in 
sheol. (Acts 2:29-32) So the principal text in the Psalms that 
tells of David’s faith in the resurrection, we are told, is appli­
cable prophetically; but we think there is no question in the 
matter that David and all the prophets in the past knew that 
they were not getting their reward then, but must get it in the 
future.

St. Paul brings this fact to our attention in Hebrews 11:38- 
40. He had been telling about Abraham and his faith, and 
states that some of the prophets were stoned to death, sawn 
asunder, etc. Then he sums it all up, saying, “All these died in 
faith, without having received the promise.”  They knew they 
had not received eternal life or any of the things which God 
had promised, but they died in faith that they would get it in 
the resurrection; faith that God was able and willing to fulfil 
every promise he had made. So St. Peter gives us the assurance 
that they knew, though they did not understand all that they 
wrote themselves.— 1 Pet. 1:10-12.

S O M E  IN T E R E S T IN G  L E T T E R S
IN DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH

T o t h e  W a t c h  T o w er .
D ear  B r e t h r e n :— At a recent question meeting the follow­

ing question was asked: “ Should one who is in the truth bring
an action in damages for defamation of character? Does not 
th(> Bilile teach that we should endure persecution without re­
sorting to the law?” On several other occasions questions of 
the same import have been asked. My reply thereto has been to 
this effect: —

Under ordinary circumstances the Christian should not sue 
for defamation of character. There are circumstances, however, 
under which it would not only be right to sue, but it would be a 
neglect of duty to fail to do so. The principle is illustrated in 
the suit recently filed by Brother Russell against the Brooklyn 
Eagle. Brother Russell occupies a position peculiarly different

from any other person in the world. The Lord has permitted 
him to proclaim the Gospel through the public press, and today 
hundreds of newspapers are publishing each week his sermons. 
This is a talent possessed by Brother Russell which is not pos­
sessed by any other Christian, for the reason that no other 
Christian is doing the same work. In order to continue to use 
this talent it is necessary for him to maintain his good reputa­
tion. An attack upon his character by an influential paper 
would tend to destroy his reputation, and therefore to destroy 
his opportunity for service through the public press. Should 
he refuse to defend his character and let the assailants go un­
challenged, he would permit this talent to be rendered useless. 
As the servant of the Lord he could not afford to do this, but 
must defend himself in whatever way is provided. Under the 
Constitution of the United States and the laws of New York,
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the only means provided for defense against a libelous attack by 
a newspaper is by suit at law for damages; the purpose not 
being merely to get money, but by means of the courts to com­
pel the wrongdoer to desist, and at the same time let the world 
know that the charges made are false. Under such circum­
stances there is no alternative to one who is consecrated to use 
every talent in the Lord’s service.

The Apostle Paul occupied a peculiar position toward the 
church, being endowed by the Lord to do a certain work. He 
was arrested and brought into court for trial, and defended him­
self, taking advantage of legal technicalities. When he was 
taken before Felix for trial, Felix asked Paul if he would con­
sent to go up to Jerusalem and there be tried. The Apostle 
could have well said, I am in the Lord’s hands; I will not resist, 
therefore do with me as you see fit. Had he done so, he well 
knew that his life would be taken from him by the Jews and his 
opportunity to preach the Gospel would end, hence he declined 
to go up to Jerusalem, there to be tried, but appealed unto Cae­
sar. It may be insisted that the Apostle here was merely de­
fending his life and liberty, and did not himself prosecute a case 
in court. Such a position is untenable. He had said, “ Neither 
count I my life dear unto me, so that I might finish my course 
with joy and the ministry which I have received to testify the 
Gospel,” etc. (Acts 20:24) The Apostle’s chief purpose was 
that he might fully use up his opportunities of service for the 
Lord. When, therefore, he appealed to Caesar, he put himself 
exactly in the position of one who institutes a suit in court, for 
the reason that the appellant on appeal becomes the plaintiff, 
or prosecutor of the case, whereas the appellee occupies the posi­
tion of defendant.

When Brother Russell’s character is attacked, he could say,
I will not defend myself, but will permit the enemies to do unto 
me whatsoever they see fit since I am in the Lord’s hands. Like 
the Apostle, his chief object is to finish his ministry of the Gos­
pel. Personally, his reputation in the world is not dear unto 
liim; not even his earthly life does he count dear, but these are 
necessary in order for him to finish his ministry. Therefore, it 
becomes his duty under a covenant of sacrifice with the Lord to 
maintain within legal bounds his good name and reputation, to 
the end that he might continue to preach the Gospel through the 
public press, and his failure or refusal to appeal to the courts 
for this protection would appear to be a clear neglect of duty. 
Keeping in mind always that his chief object is to further the 
best interests of the Gospel, then we can readily see that Brother 
Russell in every sense is fully justified in the position taken.

Tn the service of the truth, Yours faithfully,
J. F. R u th e r fo r d .

EXPERIMENTAL EXTENSION WORK

D ear  B roth er  R u s s e l l :—
I selected R— , 22 miles from here, as the scene of an experi­

ment in the Extension Work. It is perhaps needless for me to 
tell you that I do not know anybody in R— . The morning came 
oil' lainv. but having decided to go anyway, I put on my raincoat 
and started. When I arrived at the station I found the train 
was an hour late, and then remembered that I had forgotten 
any pins with which to pin up my chart, that my voice was a 
bit husky and I had forgotten to bring any troches, and, inci­
dentally, had also forgotten any breakfast with which to line 
up the inner man. This gave plenty of time to attend to these 
details.

Arrived at R— at 0 o’clock. The weather had turned colder, 
so that there was no danger of rain. Approached the first pleas- 
ant-looking man T met, told him I was a representative of the 
International Bible Students Association, was a traveling man 
in C— for a time, was greatly interested in Bible study, and 
had run out to R— to see if I could find a few Christians who 
might like to listen to a talk on methods of Bible study. Asked 
about auditoriums and he gave me the name of the man who 
owns the school, which is private. Went to see him and he 
turned me down cold: said it would be necessary for me to get 
some letters of commendation from local preachers who know 
something about inv work ; that there had been so many fakes 
come along that lie never gave the use of the school building any 
more to people he did not know all about. Thought to myself 
he was wise, from his viewpoint, and if he really suspected what 
I represented he would bo sure I was the worst fake of all.

Inquired about churches; found there were three, a Metho­
dist, Baptist and Presbyterian. These three churches divide 
services between them, it being understood that on Methodist 
day all the churches have their own Sunday Schools at 10 
o’clock, but at 11 o’clock all go to the Methodist church. Hap­
pened to be Methodist today, so T concluded to stay away from 
the Methodist church. Inquired names of trustees of Baptist 
church; was given two names, Brother M— , living some dist­

ance away on the mountain side, and Brother S—, living within 
a quarter mile.

Called on Brother S— ; most hospitably received. Invited 
me to go to Sunday School with him; stated he would have Sun­
day School dismissed early, so I could have half an hour or so 
for a lecture. There were over thirty present, more than half 
of them adults. Was requested to lead in prayer, which I did; 
then the teacher of the adult Bible class told me he had broken 
his spectacles and asked me to lead the class, which I did. The 
subject of the study was the rebuilding of the Temple, which 
gave a splendid chance for bringing in some truths regarding 
the true temple. I then gave a chart talk on the three worlds, 
and was invited to return next Sunday and continue it (in the 
afternoon) when they have promised to have the whole town 
out to hear me. “This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous 
in our eyes.” Before I left for R— I had told the Lord that if 
he desired me to go to R— and just sit down on the depot steps 
and read the Bible until my train came to carry me back to C— 
I would be just as glad to do that as anything else, but, of 
course, if he wanted me to go into this Extension Work I would 
be thankful for any evidences of his favor that he might be 
pleased to show me.

After the session (I spoke for about three-quarters of an 
hour, leaving plenty of time for the audience to get to the Meth­
odist church at 11:20) Brother S— invited me to his home, 
where I spent a most enjoyable hour, listening to his questions, 
partially answering them, and asking him some to think about 
during the coming wreek. Then he invited me to dinner, and I 
went to my train, arriving home at 1:15, thankful of heart to 
the Lord for his gracious overruling of the whole affair. It is 
now 2 o’clock, the sun is shining brightly out doors and in my 
heart, and I am just going to the afternoon meeting. Maybe 
the Brethren won’t be surprised wrhen they see how easy it is for 
the Lord to start up this Extension Work! All he needs is a 
tiny, broken, earthen vessel, lying conveniently near his path­
way.

Your brother and servant in the Lord,
C. J. W o odw orth .—Tenn.

D ea r e st  B ro th er  in  t h e  L o r d :—
With great pleasure I remember the joyful days, when I had 

the opportunity to meet you in Scandinavia. I should be very 
glad to see you again.

We have here with the Lord’s aid continued the harvest work 
and as a result I send herewith the new edition of “The Divine 
Plan of the Ages”  (Jumalallincn Aikakausicn FSumui'itrhno) ; 
the second volume of the “ Studies of the Scriptures,” “The Time 
Is at Hand”  (Aika on Lahestynyt) ; “What Say the Scriptures 
about Hell?” {Mita Sanoo Raamattu Ilelrrtistn?) ; “ Hymns of 
Morning” (A amulauhija.) and the tract P eoples P u l p it  (Pu- 
heita Kansalle) , of which we already have distributed about 
125.000 copies. WTe have also translated T aber n a c le  S h a d o w s  
of B etter  S a c r if ic e s . T h e  P a r o u s ia  of Ou r  L ord, and also, 
from T h e  N e w  Cr e a t io n , Stu d y  X, T h e  B a p t is m  of t h e  N ew  
Cr e a t io n . Vols. I l l  and V are also preparing. In various 
places we have held about 100 lectures and meetings before 
great and interested crowds. The total number of people in at­
tendance has been about 25,000.

We have heard that you will make a trip around the whole 
world and it would be a very great joy to us if you could visit 
our country.

I know you are very busy and I have given you only a little 
record of our efforts in Finland. We remember you, beloved 
brother, with thankfulness in our prayers.

Yours in the Blessed Hope, K. II.— Finland.

D ear  P a s t o r :—
Loving greetings on your return home. It has not been my 

privilege to meet you in England this time, but I have followed 
you with loving interest and prayers day by day.

My object in writing at this time is to relate an incident to 
you which is interesting. Some months ago my eldest boy. who 
has always manifested an interest in the truth, reached the age 
of 15 years, when it was decided for him to leave school, but 
what we were to put him at was the question which perplexed 
us.

I suggested that he try the colporteur work. He protested 
that he was too young; but I told him of some as young as he 
who had succeeded in other places. He followed my advice, and 
from the first day had more success than I ever dreamed. What 
was my joy in getting home last time to find that in one day he 
had taken orders for twenty-four volumes!

Further than this, the effect seems manifest in a wave of en­
thusiasm over the friends, and several of the sisters are giving
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