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sure that on the whole the cost of living here is not more than
25 per cent. cheaper than in America. This is doubly offset
by the great difference in wages, which are from two to thr e
times greater in America than they are in Britain.

The striking spirit has become epidemic all over Britain.
Even the rag-pickers of Belfast are striking. They want a
penny more per stone (14 pounds) for their rags. The strik-
ing newshoys and ‘‘hoodlums’’ created a riot at Dublin re-
cently. A large numher of striking newshoys paraded the
streets of Belfast. They resembled an army of ‘‘ragamuf-
fins.”” Poor creatures!

T am informed that the operators can illy afford to ad-
vance wages—taxed to keep up an army, navy, ete.

Dear Brother, I am vo glad that the dear Lord permitted
me to visit Europe st this time, heeauce it bas greatly in-
creascd my appreeciation of the truth generally. You have
warm, noble friend« here in Belfast who dearly love vou. And
the writer loves you moie than ever, and more than ever
esteems the Dlessed privilege of association with you in the
Lord’s work. Mueh Christian love to all.

Your brother in him,

FOURTEEN YEARS AGO

Dear Brother Russell:—Tn a Waren TowEer of fourteen
yvears ago, after giving the Syriac rendering of Heh. 10:22,
you say:

“‘Here the Apostle mentions five conditions:
of heart; (2) an undoubiting faith: (3) a blood-sprinkled
heart (Heb. 9:14), a heart, or will, that has bheen justified,
not merely through faith *[tentative justification], but also
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through the application of the blood *[vitalized justification],
the virtue of the ransom given once for all by our Redeemer;
(4) a eclean conseience; (5) washed, or purified, bodies, i. e.,
with the outward man in the process of cleansing by the puri-
fving Word of Truth and grace.

‘*The purifying, or cleansing, of the heart, through faith
in the precious blood, serms to he much better understood by
Christians than the purifying of their bodies, their flesh,
through ohédience in the application to thcmselus, in dallv
lite, of the promises, precepts, warnings and illustrations of
Seripture—as water, or cleansing truths, ete., ete.’’

Brother Russell, T thought until T read this that the two
justifications were something that you had never seen until
very recent vears. Truly, as another said in regard to someo
smiler disecovery over which we were wondering and rejoie-
ing “‘Brother Russell has been years ahead of us all the time;
and when he would tell us things, none of us ever saw hut
haif, and when various things came up we concidered them
new, hLeeause we had not been able to assimilate them when
they wero fivst given to us,”’ or words of similar import. 1
am so glad.

The first thing T ever read was old ‘“Food for Thinking
Christians.”’ T had forgotten all ahout the three covenants;
but when you hegan to write about them it seemed all right,
and as if T had always had that idea: though T could not ex-
plain it, nor say where 1 got it until T re-read that old
pamphlet. I.P. W

* These bracketed words are not in the 1807 Tower

“SCRIPTURE. STUDIES”

The binding of the -ix volumos of STUDINS IN THE SCRIP-
TURES has generally been conceded to he quite attractive: it
may, thercfore, surprive some to know that we have changed
the general style and that we believe the change works a won-
derful imyprovement. We are living in a day of progress and
we are merecly endeavoring to keep up with the procession in
outward appearance. We believe that we are far ahead of
the procession so far as the subject matter of these volumes
is eoncerncd when compared with all other religious teachings
and Bible expositions,

We had a sample of the new cdition at the Mt. Lake Park
convention.  The eolporteurs there and all who saw the sam-
ple agreed that the chanee made is a very desirable one. About
sixty new colporteurs joined the working foree at the conven-

IN NEW BINDING

tion and were permitted to start with the new edition. Other-
wise the old edition will continue to be supplied until ex-
havsted—about November 1.

The new volumes will he supplied in paper boxes, the first
three hoxed together, or the entire six. Colportears are find-
ing that the full set of six, with THE WatcH Tower for a
vear, all for $2.65, is a very attractive propositicn, which also
leaves a good margin for the Colporteur’s expenses. .Any
person of ordinary ability by following the colportear
‘“method’’ of presenting the hooks should be able to make
reasonahle expenses. We do not encourage anybody to think
of doing more than thig, although a few do more. Indeed
some of the colporteurs are contributors to the Traet Fund.
There is still a wide field of good territory open.

\OL \.\.\f I’)R()()I\ISN N. Y.
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FEEDING ON

THE WORDS OF GOD

““Man shall not live hy bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’’—Matt. 4:4.

We read that these words were a part of ouvr Tord’s
answer to Sataun when (he adversary exhorted him to com-
mand the stones to be turned into bread, in order to satisfy
his hunger, after fasting forty davs in the wilderness. The
T.ord knesv, however, that it wovrld bhe unlawful for him thus
to use the superhuman power which came to him as a result
of his eonsecration to the Father's service. That power was
not to he used for his fle~h, Tenece our TLord refused to
nse his superhuman powers for {he gratification of the flesh,
even though he hungered. Then Satan suggested, How ao
vou expeet to live if vou do not exercise yoar power to
live? Our T.ord's snswer, as we sce, was that man shall
not live by bhread, merely, but by every word, every prom-
ise that proeecdeth out of the mouth of God.

Our hope of eternal life, therefore, rests upon that
obedience to God which would entitle us to eternal life,
according to his arrangement. Tf our Tord had gratified
the flesh he might have satisfied his hunger, but he would
have violated his covenant of obedience to God. Whoever
would have eternal life must seek to he obedient to Gol,
to all that God has ecommanded, all to which he has directed
the individual. Of course, he might have one command for
the angels, another for man, and a third for the church. But
sinee we find that we are nnt able to ohey perfeetly every
commaud of God, we cannot hope for eternal life by per-
feet obedienee to the letter of the Word of God.  Even
though God has accented us as his ehildren, we ean hope for
life only by hoving the spirit of obedienee to his Word.

One of the lessons to he learned in the sehool of Christ
is that a ““man’s life ecousisteth pot in the abundonce of
the things which he possesseth’’—food and raiment, ete.—
but that his life, in the fullest, highest, grandest sense, is

dependent upen his complete submission to the divine will.
Careful attention to cvery word that proecedeth out of the
mouth of God, to every admonition, every encouragement,
every promise, is necessary to the development of those
whom God is now ealling to eternal life as joint-teirs with
his Soun in the kingdom. Let us, then, more and more, as
the diseiples of the Lord Jesus, keep in memory the words
of the text. and act upon them.

LIVE BY EVERY WORD FROM THE MOUTH OF GOD

But how is it possible for us to live by the words that
procecd out of the mouth of God? What did Jesus mean?
How cdan God’s words give life?

Ile meant that all hope of attaining cternal life depends
upon God—upon the divine plan and its promises. Looking
into these promises we ecan see distinetly that the divine
plan, dating from before the foundation of the world, is
that all of God’s ereatures, created in his likeness and
abiding in faith, Tove and obedience in harmony with him,
shall have life everlasting. This is God’s Word upon the
subjeet, namely, that obedience is the condition of life ever-
lasting. This is, undoubtedly, what our Lord had in mind
in the words of our text. He may also have had the thought
that he had come into the world upon a speeial mission, to do
the Father’s will, and that his understanding from the be-
¢inning wos that his perfeet obedience to the divine will
would insure him glory, honor and immortality with the
Father, eventually: but that any disobedience would mean
the forfeiture of divine favor and would involve the sentence
of disobedience—death.

Our Lovd’s prompt decision, therefore, was that to die-
obey the Father’s will and thus to seeure bread for the sus-
tenance of his body, would be a great mistake; that food
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thus secured could sustain life for but a little while; that
his better plan would be to trust in the Word of God, the
divine promise, that those who love and serve and obey
Him shall ultimately come off conquerors and more, and
have eternal life with God. And this, our Master’s con-
clusion, is full of instruction for us who are his diseiples,
seeking to walk in his footsteps.
DISCIPLINE AN EVIDENCE OF SONSHIP

One ‘‘word of God’’ which is very comforting to his
children is his assurance of parcntal care and discipline.
“‘If ye eundure chastening, God dealeth with you as with
sons; for what son is he whom the Father chasteneth not?"’
(Web. 12:7) 1In this statement the word ‘‘chastening’’
should not be understood as meamug disapproval on the part
of our Father, and sin on the part of the individual, but
rather instruetion. We are guided in the matter by remem-
bering that although our Lord was a Son in whom there
was no sin, yet he received, in the Father’s providence, as o
part of the ‘“cup’’ poured for him, various trials, disciplines.
All of these experiences were very profitable, showing that
the Father loved him; that the Father had something which
he was desirous that our Lord should do that he would not
have been cualifiel to perform without some of these edu-
cational instructions and experiences,

Some disciplines, some chastisements, come as a result
of our own mistakes and the natural consequences flowing
from those mistakes and the apologies and heartaches which
mayv neeessarily follow them. God could save us from these
experiences and so seelude and shelter our lives that we
would not have anything to tempt us. But such is not his
proposition,  Ie wishes us to have these experiences that
we may be guided in the right way and learn of our own
weaknesses,

If we did not come inte contact with various testing
experiences we shou'd not know where we are weak. Thus
we learn where we can strengthen our charaeters and how
we can be thoroughly developed as new ereatures. The
Seriptures speak of our Lord Jesus as ‘‘enduring such con-
tradietion of sinners against himself.?”  (Heb. 12:3) Our
{rials, or diseiplines, in meeting every opposition that ecan
come to ux, should hring more or less of correetion in right-
cousness. Fven if this would not mean outward stripes, we
in any event, would have our mental regrets as new erea-
tures, and thus we would get a form of correction, or dis-
cipline. Additionally, the Lord causes his children to come
into peculiar trials as an example either to the hrethren or
to the wor'd. Tn many of these, whatever the cause, we may
understand them to be also corrections or instruections in
righteousness.

TRIAL—DISCIPLINE—NECESSARY TO THE PERFECTING
OF OUR CHARACTERS

Character cannot be developed wholiy without tfrial. 1t
is like a plant. At first it is very tender; it needs an abund-
ance of the sunshine of God’s love, frequent watering with
the showers of his grace, much cultivating with the applied
knowledge of his character as a good foundation for faith
and inspiration to obedience. Then, when thus far developed
nnder these favorable conditions, it is ready for the prun-
ing hand of discipline, and is also able to endure some
hardness. Little by little, as strength of charaecter is de-
veloped, the tests applied to it serve only to develop more
strength, beauty and grace, until it is finally developed, per-
fected, fixed, established, through suffering.

This great work of developing and training charaeter is
necessarily a slow and tedious one, and not infrequently it
is a painful process. But the Apostle plainly tells us that
such things are necessary for the development of steadfast
and enduring charaeter. Consider how vour own experience
has verified this, vou who have bheen for some time under
the Tord’s special eare and leading. Tow much richer von
are for al! the lessons of experience, and for the patience and
other spirit-fruits that experiences have developed in vou'

Although, like the Apostle, vou can say that ‘“No chas-
tening for the present seemeth jovous, hut grievous: never-
theless, afterward, it vieldeth the peaceable fruits of right-
ecousness unto them which are exereised thereby.”’  (Heb.
12:11)  The lessons of experience and discipline have made
vou stronger. They have increased your faith and drawn
vou into closer communion and fellowship with the Tord.
They have made yvou feel better aequainted with him and
enabled yvou to realize morve and more his personal interest
in you and his love and care for you. And this in turn
has awakened a deeper seuse of gratitude and an increasing
zeal to manifest that gratitude to him. This also deepens
the sense of fellowship with God, and gives confidence to the
hope of final and full aceeptance with him as a son and heir,
made worthy through Christ,

W4T CH

TOWLER (387-388)
OBEDIENCE THE TEST ~

Another helpful *‘word of God’’ is found in 1 John 2:5:
‘“YWhoso keepeth his Word, in him verily is the love of
God perfected.”” Here we have a test by which to determine
our development as a new creature. Only those who have
received the Word of God ean keep it, can retain it and
comply with its requirements. The text suggests that it is
a difficult matter to keep the Word of God. On all sides
we hear various reasons why we should retain, hold fast the
world, the flesh, rather than that which the Lord’s Word
holds out to us. There are many allurements to entfice us
from the ‘‘narrow way.’”” Hence these who hold fast to
the Word of God are ‘‘overcomers.’””’

The Seriptures intimate that to live righteously and
godly in this present time will cost us our very lives. ‘* Who-
soever will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecu-
tion.”” (2 Tim, 3:12) TUnder present conditions faithful-
ness means faithfulness even unto death. The intimation is
that unless we have the love of God we will not undertake
to be obedient to his Word; that otherwise we can neither
retain the Word of God nor be in accord with it, serving it
even unto death,

Our Lord Jesus illustrated the perfection of obedience
to the Word of God when he said, *‘I come to do thy will,
O God!’’ Everything written in the Book; everything that
was God’s will, he was glad to do at any cost. Our Lord
Jesus could not have reached this degrec of submission to
the divine will unless he had had love for the Father. And
so with us. Unless we have love for God and the principles
of righteousness we cannot continue in this way.

Consequently, only those who so love God that thev
would surrender life to do his will, are properly keeping
his Word. We may say that this condition is reached
when we first make consceration, for the heart has given
up its will and surrendered itself fully to the Lord—¢‘‘Not
my will, but thine, be done.”’ All those who are comply-
ing with the conditions of self-sacrifice have reached the
mark of perfect love. Of course, there is another sense
of perfecting which we shall attain in the resurrection. But
only those who will keep God’s Word by faithfulness even
unto death will secure the prize and beecome partakers of
the divine nature.

The test is obedience. In proportion as we keep the
Lord’s Word, in like proportion the love of God is per-
teeted in us; for if we have received the mind of Christ, the
holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, the effect will be to eause
us both to will and to do his good pleasure to the extent of
our abilitv. And this ability should be continually on the
increase vear by wvear. Although we may not hope to be
perfected until we shall he ““echanged’’ and be granted our
new resurrection bodies, nevertheless, we may keep so elosely
in touch with the Lord in the spirit of our minds that we
may have continual fellowship with him; and by confessing
our faults daily and secking his forgiveness we may continue
to the end of our journey clean from sin, even though we
must still acknowledge the infirmities of the flesh, that in
our flesh dwelleth no perfeetion.

THE WORK OF RESURRECTION

A further word from the mouth of God assures us that
he knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are dust—
weak, imperfeet, dying; and that it is not his purpose that
we shall eontinue always to be in confliet with ourselves—
perfect will against imperfect body; but that he has pro
vided that, in the resurrection, we shall have new, perfeet
hodies, in full accord with our new minds,

He assures us that he i< able and willing fo do all this
and that he purposes to give to his eleet, bodies of a mneh
higher order than the human—that he will give us spirit
bodies—and that of the highest rank. We shall have part
in the first resurrection, and will thenceforth bhe able to do
the Father’s will perfectly in every respeet, as we now show
ourselves derivous of doing Tlis will so far as we are able.
O gracious provisions! O wonderful words of eompassion,
inspiring us to wondrous hopes of eternal life and glory!
It will be to such as thus overcome in spivit, in faith (1 John
3:4), that the Lord will give the final word of his mouth—-
CCWell done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
Jjoys of thy Lord!’’

¢ A Tittle while: now he has eome:
The hour draws on apace—

The bhlessed hour, the glorious morn,
When we shall see his face,

How light our trials then will seem!
How short our pilgrim way!

The life of earth a fitful dream,
Dispelled by dawning day!”’
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THE PEACE OF GOD

¢‘The peace of God which passeth all understanding shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’’
have they which love thy law: and nothing shall offend them.’’—Phil. 4:7; Psa. 119:165.

God's law represents God’s will. All who are right
minded, rightiy disposed, will rejoice in having God’s will
well done. Originally, God’s will was written in man’s na-
ture. After sin had effaced it there, God wrote it upon
tables of stone for Isracl. It is the righteousness of this
law that Christians obey (the divine regulations, the divine
requirements, whatever they may be) so far as possible. We
delight to do God’s will.

To love God’s law, then, would be to appreciate the fact
that God hus a great purpose; to take delight in finding out
what God’s will is; and to have full confidence in his justice,
wisdom, love and power. Great pcacce have all those who
so do. They do not understand every dealing of divine
Jjustice, but their faith holds to the fact that he is too wise
to err. Thus they have peace in confiding their interests to
him.

In this text the Apostle differentiates hetween the mind
and the heart. The heart represents the affections. The
Apostle urges not only that we should have good feelings
in the matter, but that our minds should be at rest. If
after we have made a consecration of ourselves to the
some respect, we would feel estranged from him. Then our
hearts should know that we might draw near to the Lord
Lotd we should do something to violate our conscience in
again; and we should endeavor by prayer to get hack into
harmony with God and thus to effeet a reconciliation. Our
Lord has made provision oun our behalf, that we should have
an Advocate with the Father. (1 John 2:1.) He who ap-
peared in the presence of God for us at first is the same One
who ever liveth to make intercession for us. So we come to
the Lord through the arrangement which He has made; and
we rejoice that we may obtain forgiveness and grace to help
in time of mneed.

The text does not refer to our own peace, but to the peace
of God, the peace which comes to us through a realization of

‘‘Great peace

God’s power, of his goodness and willingness to hold us by
his right hand as his children. This peace stands guard con-
tinually, as a sentinel, to challenge every hostile or worrying
thought or fear. It so keeps the Christian’s mind that he at
heart has peace with the Lord, fellowship, communion; and
it guards his mind also, his reasoning faculties, instructing
him and assuring him respecting the divine power, wisdom
and love.

We should make request increasingly for grace and wis-
dom and the fruits of the Spirit, for opportunities for serving
the Lord and the brethren, and for growing more and more
into the likeness of God’s dear Son. Under these conditions
the promised ‘‘peace which passeth all understanding’’ will
guard our hearts and our thoughts. Selfishness and ambition
would find little room in hearts so filled. Even when in ‘‘deep
waters’’ divine peace can dwell in our hearts and keep them.

The Apostle’s thought seems to be that those whom he ad-
dresses have come into harmony with God through acceptance
of his terms. Turning from all opposition, they have become
the children of God through faith, obedience, self-saerifice and
consecration to death. The Apostle urges that God’s peace
should be in these and should continue., They should be
guarded by that peace. The expression, ‘‘through Christ
Jesus,”’ suggests that, as we entered into this peace through
our great Advocate, so we can continue in this peace only by
his continuing to he our Advoecate; otherwise, through im-
perfections of the flesh, we would get out of harmony con-
tinually.

‘‘Let us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.’’ (Heb. 4:16.) Thus as we come daily and say, ‘¢ For-
give us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us,”” we abide in the peace; for we have this great Advocate.
Therefore, this peace ahides—a continuing supply of grace
through the great Advocate.

PRIDE OF HEART ABOMINABLE

‘‘Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord.’’—Prov. 16:5.

Pride must take its stand with the other reprehensible
qualities of the fallen human mind, character. The Seriptures
recognize two conditions of heart, the right and the wrong.
The one that God approves is called love; the other, the one
that He disapproves, is selfishness. All selfishness is opposed
to God’s law. Anything selfish is contrary to the divine pur-
pose. The quality of pride is specially ahominable to the
Lord, because there is not a ereature in the universe that has
anything to be proud of. FEverything that anyone has is a
gift; it is not of his own manufacture or ereation. God gives
the hlessing. ¢‘Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights.”’
(James 1:17.) It is of his fulness that we have received.
Everyone, therefore, who is proud, is certainly very reprehensi-

ble in God’s sight, for he has been only a recipient of favor,
blessing. All God’s creatures are dependent upon him.

Worldly pride challenges faith in God and obedience to
him. Only those of the Lord’s people who are of good courage
and full of confidence in the Lord can overcome this giant
of pride. It is neccssary that the vietory should be made
complete. Pride, in its every form, should be so thoroughly
humiliated, killed, that it can never rise again to destroy us.
This battle each one has to fight; and the only proper weapon
with which to overcome is the ‘‘sword of the spirit,’’ showing
us what is pleasing and acceptable in God’s sight. ‘‘He that
exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth him-
self shall he exalted.’’—Luke 18:14.

FRIENDS LIVING NEAR ESPERANTO CLUBS

We have some leaflets in Esperanto (the well recom-
mended international language) consisting of a portion of
the ‘Do You Know?’’ tract. For friends living in eities
whero there are FEsperantists there is an opportunity for
service in ascertaining the time and place of their study-

room and in serving them with the literature. On account
of their interest in the language, some would read who
would not otherwise do so, in their native tongue. Write us,
gaving how many of these Clubs you could serve and how
many leaflets are desired.

INDIA

The good work progresses favorably in the India Mission.
The last word is that the native teachers number twenty-four
and that they are serving, with more or less regularity,
thirty-two congregations. The work domne for July is as
follows:

277 general meetings...... In attendance 8,180 persons

MISSION

315 cottage meetings In attendance 2,527 persons
230 meetings with the sick In attendance 1,684 persons
Class meetings for Bible

study, 63

In attendance 2,878 persons

............... In attendance 15,269 persons

FREE LITERATURE IN TWENTY-THREE LANGUAGES

We ean supply literature on present truth in uny of the
following languages: English, German, French, Swedish,
Danish, Norwegian, Finnish, Welsh, Polish, Hungarian, Hol-
landish, Spanish, Portuguese (soon), Italian, Greek, Russian,
Armenian (soon), Arabie, Tamil, Malayalam, Zulu (soon),
Esperanto and Maori,

(389 386)

We do not always have all of these in stoek at Brooklyn,
but usually have the main supply mnearest the point of de-
mand. However, communicate with us if you are in the
vicinity of any of the above mentioned peoples and we shall
be pleased to co-operate with you by supplying the desired
literature as quickly as possible.
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THE SPIRIT OF DISCONTENT

‘¢So far as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”’—Rom. 12:18,

The Scriptures speak of the hour of trial coming upon
all men. (Rev. 3:3, 10) We believe that hour is upon us—
already begun. To the world it means discontent, bitterness,
evil-surmising, hatred, strife, robbery, murder. It is this
spirit which is about to wreck society. The Scriptures seem
very clearly to establish this faet.

Let us not forget that this trial hour in some respects
begins with us, the chureh. God permits it. He has given us
great light respecting himself, his character, his glorious
plans, ete. He has instructed us respecting our ‘‘high call-
ing’’ to the divine nature. We have accepted his invitation
and have been begotten of his holy Spirit. We have entered
the school of Christ and have been given lessons respecting
the character we must attain if we would be accepted as
members of the bride company. Much advantage every
way has been ours. Now the examination is on. Which
of us will graduate with honors? Which will show that,
however poor and imperfect in the flesh through heredity,
he has attained a character-likeness of the Lord in his heart
and mind? This is the test.

How shall we expect this test to be applied? Dearly
beloved, we sece how it is being applied. We perceive from
observation and through correspondence that the examina-
tion is going favorably with some and very unfavorably with
others. In some places the entire class of Bible Students
secems to be involved. Petty questions respecting authority
and methods are causing distraction and tending to arouse
contentions.  This detracts from serviece of the truth. Tt
cools the ardor of some; it makes others positively bitter.
Anger, malice, hatred, envy, variances, strifes—all fruitages
of the evil spirit—appear to some extent to gain control.

EACH SHOULD JUDGE HIMSELF

We are not judging nor condemning anybody, but with
the Apostle are saying to all that each should judge himselt.
Kach should sece to it, not only that he has the graces of the
Spirit—humility, gentleness, meekness, patience, long-suffer-
ing, brotherly kindness, love—but that he manifests these
qualities in his eonduct, in his words. We should remember,
too, that the Lord’s test is not merely along the lines of lova
for the beautiful, the good and the gentle, but a patient,
kind and loving forbearance also for those who are out of the
way, and even for enemies. We should bear in mind that
justice is as elementary a feature of the divine character,
as love itself. Hence if we would be god-like, if we would
be copies of God’s dear Son with his likeness, we must have
the principles of justice firmly established in our character.
We should be generous, benevolent, loving toward ali; but
we should be just even before we are generous. If we love
not our brother whom we have seen, how can we show that
we love his Father and our Father whom we have not seen?

This same spirit of discontent is testing God’s people
in their homes. Keener perceptions of right and wrong,
justice and injustice, enable us all to see wherein we have
ourselves been either just or unjust, and also where others
have been cither just or unjust toward us. This increase of
knowledge brings a responsibility upon us individually, to
see to it that any injustices of the past shall be fully, quiclk
ly, heartily apologized for and undone and henceforth
avoided. This work thoroughly done will keep us thorough-
1y occupied—straightening ourselves, bringing the conduect
and thoughts of our mortal bodies into full submission to the
divine standards, as we now more fully discern these.

TENDENCY NOT TO SEE OUR OWN FAULTS

But there is a tendeney in an opposite direction—not
to see our own faults and reetify them, but to see the
faults of others, to note the injustices which they have
practised upon us and to resolve that they must toe the
mark of our new appreciation of our rights and that right
quickly, or otherwise be forced so to do. This is the very
spirit of the world, which is rapidly precipitating the great
time of {rouble. Those in power feel that they must use
force. Labor realizes as never before its own power and
is thereby tempted to exercise it and hastily enforee upon
the world its convictions of right and justice.

As we urge the world not to undertake the matter by
forece, but to hearken to the Word of the Lord—‘‘Wait ye
upon me, saith the Lord, until that day’’—so we urge upon
the chureh of Christ: Do not attempt to forece husbands,
wives, parents and children up to the line of perfect justice
toward you. Be sympathetic, forbearing, even as God haa
been sympathetic and forbearing toward us and toward all
mankind. If the injustice has been long-standing, that is
not a reason why it may not be quickly rectified, but, on the
contrary, it is a reason why we should suffer long and be
kind, while trying to show the erring one his fault, speaking
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the truth in love, and in meekness instrueting those who
oppose us.

There is no doubt about it that more than half of hu-
manity live in gross violation of the principles of justice,
as well as contrary to the principles of love. Sometimes it is
the husband, who, while loving his wife and children, rules
them in so arbitrary a manner as to cause them to doubt his
love and sympathy. Such a course on the part of a brother
in the Lord is probably owing to some misconception of the
divine order. He knows the Bible teaches that the husband
is the head of the family, but does he know how, properly, to
take and to hold this noble headship? Apparently many
have not learned that the chief function of headship is not
merely to be the provider for the temporalities of life nor
merely to be the responsible head who must finally decide
in respeet to the family’s interests. Rightly seen, man's
headship means much more. It is his duty to look out
for the health, the happiness, the morals, and the spiritual
interests of his family. And this includes a reasonable
consideration of their natural weaknesses and imperfections,
mentally and morally, as well as for their physical weak-
nesses and imperfections.

DUTIES OF THE HEAD OF THE HOME

A true head of a happy home must of necessity fre-
quently ignore his own preferences and tastes in many
things, because his duty to his family and to their hap-
piness would so demand. Man’s headship, then, from the
Seriptural standpoint, means mueh more than to be the
““boss,”’ the judge, the deecider of affairs. And this is
further proven by the Seriptural deeclaration and illustra-
tion in which Christ and the church and their mutual rela-
tionship are made a pattern of the proper love and respect
and co-operation between husband and wife.

Our Lord is indeed Head over the chureh, and to what
ever extent we, his church, recognize this Headship and
follow his directions we find them wise and helpful and
advantageous. And to whatever extent we do not follow
them we later find that we have missed some blessing. Our
Lord does not force us to recognize his headship. Our
necessity forces it. So it should be in a properly regulated
home. The conduct of the husband and father should be that
of self-sacrificing devotion to those dependent upon him,
rather than an attitude of general assertion of headship,
commands or threats.

Tt may take davs or weeks or years for the head of
the family to demonstrate his love and care for those
under his supervision—before they will realize the same.
Perhaps his devotion may never be recognized in the present
life. All the same his duties as a father, husband, caretaker,
ete., are fully upon him, regardless of how his devotion may
or may not be recognized by his family. As with the Lord,
so with the husband—meckness, gentleness, consideration,
should always be manifest.

We have heard with regret that some dear brethren of
the Lord have misinterpreted STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES,
Vol. V1., along this line and that as a result their lives,
instead of being made more loving and gracious, have become
the reverse—more dictatorial, ‘rmsympathetic, tyrannical.
We hope that thesce reports are overdrawn at least, and we
hope also that the clearer knowledge on the subject has,
at least, made some more noble and more loyval and more
esteemed by their families.

““WOMAN’S RIGHTS’'’ SENTIMENTS IN THE AIR

And how about the sisters? Alas, not all of them are
rightly exercised by the precious truths with which the
Lord has so highly favored us! The greater knowledge of
justice and injustice, and of the rights of man and woman,
become tests to the sisters, as well ag to the brethren. They,
too, are in the hour of temptation, trial. The ‘‘Woman's
Rights’’ sentiment is in the air. Tt does not make for
peace and harmony. On the contrary, it is a part of the
general spirit of discontent—the spirit of the world, which
our great adversary is stirring up more and more. As in the
world this is stirring up the time of trouble, so in the church
and in the family it is bringing a time of trouble in advanee
of the world’s tribulation. Alas! dear brethren and sisters,
what shall it profit us if we gain a few rights and destroy
our own peace and happiness and the peace and happiness of
those whom we have vowed to assist and comfort and to sus-
tain while life lasts?

As St. Paul says, ‘“Ye were called to liberty, but use
not that liberty for an occasion to the flesh.”’ Our real
liberty which brings us blessing and divine favor and peace
of soul is a liberty from error and superstition, and a liberty
from the bondage of selfishness—a liberty to sacrifice, to
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serve, to lay down our lives for the brethren and for all men
axowe have opportunity —-and particulavly  the liberty or
privifege of showing to those of earthly relationzhip that we
are copics ot the Master and have his Spirit of self-denial,
love, svmpathy, good fraits

There are, mmdeed, thmes and both the

places  where
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brethren and sisters must stand for prineiples and the liberty
to woiship God; but, these being granted, we may well
sierifiee all other things as trivial; or, if we must contend,
let us contend for only sueh thiugs as onr Redeemer would
tiave eontended for. Thus let us *“walk in his steps, as he
has set us an example. 1 Pet, 2:21.

WHAT THE CHURCH SACRIFICES

In the Seriptures the word saerifiee is very properly used
in two wavs—first, to deseribe the surrender of our will in
order to have God's will done in us; second, to indicate the
work of our great High Priest, to whom we give up our-
selves, and who makes that consceration aceeptable to God.
Primarily we sacrifice what we possess of the present earthly
vights, privileges and opportunities; for this is what we
possess.  But, additionally, we ginve up something by faith.
By faith we believe that God has made a provision that all
mankind shall have the privilege of restitution to perfeetion
during the Millennial age:; and by faith we forego, or give
up, our share of restitution privileges,  Thus our prineipal
giving up s our surremder of what we have; and our second-
ary giving up is that swwhich we have by fuith in God's great
plan.

However, 1t is not necessmyy for one to have an appre-
ciation of the coming restitutioa blessings in order to
sacrifice these and thus to present himself a living saeri-
fice, us the Apostle exhort«. (Rom. 12:1) A knowledge
of restitution blessings is connected with a full knowledge
of the ransom.  We can see that others in the past did not
have this knowledge elearly. But sincee those who consecrate
to the Lord give up evervthing that they have, this would
mclude Testitution also. So, then, while the saints who lived
betfore the harvest period did not have this knowledge of
restitution, vet they made an acceeptable sacrifice through
faith m the Redeemer,

The termy offer, saerifice, devote, ete., sometimes have
different meanings.  When, for instanee, we read that the
high priest offered the sacrifices and also that we offer our
bodies living sacrifices, we would differentiate hetween these
uses of the word offer and sav that to devote for sacrifice
is our part. This we do when we present our bodies. We
can do no more than present them.  This is shown in the
type by the bringing of the two goats to the door of the
Tabernaele and the tying of them there. Tn this sense we
sacrifice—that is, we pive up our own will and our own

rights to everything, But the heavenly Father does not
deal with us in the sense of accepting a saerifice trom us,
except through the Redeemer. As our great Advoeate he
stood ready to impute his merit to our offering; and as the
High Priest; the representative of God, he sucrificed it. We
had alicady presented ourselves; and our offering was com-
pleted when the Iligh Priest aceepted the saerifice and began
the killing of the antitypical goat. But this is a gradual
work. In the type, the life was accepted instantly when the
High Priest thrust the knife into the goat; but the sacrifiee
was not actually ecompleted until the blood was taken into
the Most Holy. And so in the antitype.
OUR WORK NOT COMPLETED AT CONSECRATION

This work of saerificing the churc¢h our Lord is e¢on-
tinually accomplishing in one way or another all through
the Gospel age. When we received the begetting of the
Holy Spirit we became new ereatures.  And this actual
dying, and a'l the sufferings in the **narrow way,”” and ow
continuing to yield ourselves to the guidance of the Lord, ave
all parts of the work of sacrifice.  When we sacrifice our
will we should not entertain the thought, Now I have done
my part, let the High Priest do the rest! This is not the
right thought. At anv moment we mayv cease to will and
thus c¢ease to present ourselves; at any moment we mayv sit
down and say, ““We will take our ease.”” We must not do
s0; hut we are to coutinue to fill up the sufferings of Christ.

1t is not all over when we conseerate.  Then we gave
up all of our rights and interests. Tt requires a great
deal of grace to be dead to the world and alive to God.
This the Apostle represents when he savs, For the bodies
of those heasts whose blood is brought into the Most Holy
hx the high priest, wherewith to make atonement for sin,
are burned outside the camp. (Heb, 13:11)  In one sense of
the word that ‘*goat’’ is dead. Our experiences represent
the aectual suffering and going outside the camp—all that
happens to us while we are reckoned dead according to the
flesh.

GOD’S PROVIDENCE RE TWO QUEENS
NOVEMBER 5.-—Esther 4:1-5:3.
‘*The Lord preserveth all them that love Him.’’—Psalm 145:20.

Today s studxy has Queen Fsther for its topie. She was
a Jewess, noted foe her beauty, and on this aceount she was
chosen of Ahasuerus, kg of DPersia, to be his queen. Tt is
presumed that <he received the name Fsther, which signitfies
a star, because of her heauty, Hishtar being the Chaldaie
cquivalent for Venu-.  She suceeeded Vashti, the former
queen, who had displeased the king and bheen divoreed.

In the opposite course of these two queens we find a
tesson bearing on the suffragette question of today. The
king had a banquet with the lords of his empire. Tt may
be assumed that it was a vevel, and that the king and his
guests, at the height of the revel, were more or less under
the inffuence of wine,  Goang Queen Vashti the benefit of
thie doubt, this was probably her reason for ignoring the
hing '~ request.

Many will say that she did just right in asserting her
wonmanhood, in *tstanding up for her rights,”” ete. We will
not dispute that all women have rights, and that Queen
Vashti had hers and that she exereised them. We merely
offer the suggestion that in a question of “‘rights,”’ along
Iines of force and compulsion, Queen Vashti won a vietory
which cost her dearly.

In Queen Esther’s procedure, which is the subject of this
lesson, we see the opposite course pursued—the queen won a
gireat vietory with happy results hy a totally different pro-
cedure, and one which in our judgment recommends itself
to the wisest and best of men and women.

Vashti could have taken a similar course but did not.
However mueh she might have felt that the king’s require-
riept of her presence would expose her to jest or rudeness,
she should have relied upon her charm and tact and purity
and upon her hushand’s love and care. While it was not
hers to intrude into the banquet, once invited, her presence
should have been a hallowed one, a sweet perfume, a rebuke
to any immodestv. Like many another well-meaning woman,

Queen Vaoshti was unwise; she abandoned the most potent
defense of pure womanhood whea she met command with
vefusal. But then we must remember that Vashti was neither
a Christian nor a Jewess, and was therefore without anv
divine instruetion or guidance.

ESTHER STOOPED FOR VICTORY

Qucen Esther was not a suffragette. When invited to
beecome the queen she did not deeline and see to it that
she stood e¢n the same ground as Vashiti. She aceepted her
aceession as of divine providence. She clothed herself with
humility and with the most becoming of her fine apparel.
She made herself as agreeable to the king as possible, 1t s
presumed that at this time she was in her fifteenth vear.
Haman, the king's favorite, took a dislike to the gate-
keeper of the palace, Mordecai, a Jew, because the latter did
not how before him, as did others. Mordecai was so faithful
that Haman c¢ould not hope to find a fault with him, and
thus to cause his removal. His batred extended to the entire
Jewish race. He prevailed upon the king to issue a decrce
that all the Jews of his kingdom should be set upon and
killed as enemies of the eountrv. This, of eourse, would in-
elude Mordeeai, his speeial enemy, whom he would then feel
free to kill.

As the time for the enforeement of the decree drew
nearer and nearcr, Mordeeai and all the Jews throughout
the ecmpire were in great distress and fear, vet not without
hope that their God would work some deliverance. This
matter is detailed in our lesson.

Queen Esther was cousin to Mordeeai, although the latter
was old enough to be her father. She was, indeed, his
adopted daughter. He appealed to her to use the influence
of her position to have the king rescind the order. She
delaved heeause, strangely enough, at this very time, the
king had shown a coldness toward her, and had not called for
her for a month.
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Mordecai pressed the matter more urgently, assuring her
that she was about to lose a great privilege of service for
her people; that God had evidently raised her to this position
in the kingdom for this very hour and for this very purpose
of bringing to the Jews retief and that, if she failed to note
and to use the privilege, God doubtless would use some other
ageney and still bring deliverance in harmony with his
promises. The appeal was sufficient. The queen merely de-
layed for three days more, requesting that Mordecai and all
the Jews of the royal city join with her in a three-days’ fast
before God, which of course included petitions to God for
the deliverance of his people, and for wisdom to guide Esther
in her endeavor to use her talent and opportunity wisely.

Queen Esther risked her station, and even her life in go-
ing 1nto the king’s presence without a summons; but, attired
in her royal apparel, she risked everything for her race. She
charmed the king, who extended to her his royal scepter,
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which she touched. He perceived that she had a request to
nake, and urged her to speak. Wisely she refrained and
asked the king and Haman, his prime minister, her enemy, to
partake of a special dinner with her in the court garden.
After the visit the king again urged her to say what wish
of his attractive queen he could gratify. This was Queen
Ksther’s opportunity, and she replied, asking why, 1f he
loved her, would he issue au ediet that she should be killed,
and all of her race, the Jevws.

Her case was immediately won. The king perceived that
he had been inveigled by Haman into making an unjust
decree. A bad law stipulated that no decree of a Persian
king could be changed. This decree had been stamped with
the king’s seal, and the king, angry at Haman, made another
decree, namely, that Haman should be hanged, and that the
Jews everywhere should be notified that they had royal con-
sent to use force against their encmies in defending their
lives.

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH

In Romans 5:1, where the Apostle says, ‘“Being justified
hy faith we have peace with God,’’ his thought is that cur
peace or harmony with God began with our faith and led on
to this condition of grace wherein we stand as sons of God,
begotten of the holy Spirit and rejoicing in the hope of
kingdom glory, honor and immortality. Our justification by
faith began with the first element of our faith; that is to
say, when first we saw the Lord even imperfectly.

From the time we first approached God we began to have
a measure of peace, which continues with us as long as we
are walking in the right direction, growing in knowledge and
obedience. Those whose faith or obedience stops find their
peace with God diminishing. If the faith and obedience ex-
tend to the point of full consecration and begetting of the
holy Spirit, it becomes the ‘‘peace of God which passeth all
understanding,’’ ruling in our hearts. (Phil. 4:7) The
latter text refers to the perfected peace imparted by the
holy Spirit, which results from a full consecration to the will
of God.

After trust and obedience had increased to the point
where we were willing to present our bodies living sacrifices
to the Lord, then we entered into this fuller blessing, where-
in we now stand. But in order to enter, we must first have
our faith vitalized by the great High Priest, who imputes to
us as much of the merit of his sacrifice as is necessary to
perfect us; and seecondly, we must be accepted as saerifices
by our Heavenly Father, who indicates his acceptance by
begetting us of the holy Spirit to newness of life.

The vitalization is that which makes justification com-
plete and unchangeable. The person whose justification has
been vitalized has received his full share in the merit of
Christ. To such there would remain no more an interest in
the great atonement if he were to turn back, like the sow to
the wallowing. TIf he fails to go on to perfection as a new
creature, the only thing for him would be a ‘‘certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery indignation which shall
devour the adversaries.”’—Heb. 10:27.

By way of illustration, let us consider a person not in
harmony with God, but feeling after him. Typically he
recognizes the divine presence as represented in the Taber-

nacle. He draws near to God. As he approaches the Tuber-
nacle he finds but one gate for entrance from the Camp to
the Court. After he enters that gate he beholis the hrazen
altar with its sacrifices, representing the Redeemer’s meri-
torious sacrifice. Passing the altar implies faith in the re-
deeming work. From the time he enters the ‘‘court’’ con-
dition of faith his faith continues to inerease with each on-
ward step of obedience. Next the first veil is seen, repre-
senting consecration to death. If the stoop of full consecra
tion to pass under the veil be made, the result is full or per-
feet peace, such as our Lord referred to when he said, ““My
peace I give unto wvou.’’—John 14:27.

His faith is no longer merely a faith in the Redeemer's
work; more than this, it has become ‘‘peace, the gift of
God’s love,”’ the begetting of the holy Spirit, whieh passecth
all understanding, ruling in his heart. But if, after the first
veil is reached and seen to represent the sacrifice of all
earthly interests, that step is not taken, the re~ult will be a
lessening of the peace, and possibly a more or less retrograde
movement toward the gate, toward the world.

The difference between the justification of those now
justified through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and that
of Abraham, Isaae, Jacob and the other aneient worthies
who were said to he justified by faith is this: The ancient
worthies lived at a time when their faith could not be
vitalized. Hence, nothing that they could do would give
them more than the privilege of having the divine approval
and a better hope for the future, aceording to the amount of
knowledge they enjoved. They couid never gain eternal life
actually, except through the Redeemer. Hence they received
only the promise of eternal life. Their full justification will
come when the Redeemer shall have made application of his
merit to the world.

During the Gospel age matters are different. Whoever
would be justified by faith and similarly approved of God
now, must present his body a living saecrifice. Those who
do so, in this ‘‘acceptable time,’’ will be accepted of the
Lord and begotten of the holv Spirit. Such then cease to be
of the carthly, and get their reward with the heavenly elass,
with our Lord, on the spirit plane.

“MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN”

NOVEMBER 12.—Daniel 5.

““For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it he evil.”’—Eeccle,
12:14.

A law of retribution operates. Good thoughts, good
words, good deeds, are sure to bring good results—sooner or
later. FEvil thoughts, evil words, evil deeds, are sure to
bring evil results—sooner or later. This divine law operat-
ing in the world, rewarding good and evil deeds, save in
exceptional cases, now operates only amongst the Jews and
amongst Christians. This is because on'y Jews and true
Christians have come into covenant-relationship with God.
The Apostle’s declaration is true—‘‘The world lieth in the
wicked one’’; ‘“The ¥od of this world hath blinded the
minds of them that believe not.”” The time promised in the
prophecies has not vet come when ““all the blind eves shall
be opened and all the deaf ears shall he unstopped.’’ (Isa.
35:5)  Nevertheless, in a general way God exercises a
supervision of the world's affairs, restraining evil from going
to such lengths as would be irreparable; restraining it also

from working real injury to those who are in
relationship with him—Jews and Christians,

Sodom and Gomorrah, Nineveh, Nebuchadnezzar and our
lesson of today tell of exceptions to God’s rule of dealing
merely with his covenanted peoples. In our lesson the fall
of Belshazzar’s kingdom was not merely a judgment upon it,
but a part of the great type of the fall of antitvpical Baby-
lon at the hands of an antitypical Cvrus,

The king of Babylon, feeling secure in the great walls
of his capital) three hundred and fifty feet high, revelled
with his generals and nobility. To renew the memory of
their great victories of the past, he brought forth for the
oceasion the golden vessels taken in the pillage of Solomon’s
temple—a triumph over the Jews and, as was generally sup-
pused, over Jehovah, the God of the Jews.

in the midst of the banquet a horror came over the

covenant-
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assembled dignitaries as a human hand was beheld writing
on a wall of the banquet room in letters of fire, ‘‘Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin.’’ The wise men and astrologers were un-
able to read the writing or give its significance. Daniel was
remembered and sent for. He not only showed the reading
but its meaning. The seeret evidently lay in the manner in
which the letters were arranged, the characters themselves
being Chaldaie. The Prophet Daniel declined the rewards
and honors offered for the interpretation. He told the king
plainly that the writing signified that he was ““tried in the
halances and found wanting.”’ The Babylonian kingdom, so
far from advancing human interests, had really retrograded
from the original tvpe. Another nation—>Medo-Persia
would be given a trinl. Later, the Grecians were given uni-
versal empire; still later, the Romans; and finally God per-
mitted what was stvled the ¢“Holy Roman lmpire,’’ or the
reign of Christ. Eaech of these has proven its insuflieiency—
its inahility to bring to the world the blessing which God
deelares shall ultimately abound when Messiah’s true reign
shall be inaugurated; and the blessing and uplifting of man-
Lind will hecome the ““ desire of all nations.””’
EVERY MAN’S WORK TO BE TRIED

We have said that Jews and Christians, because of cove-
nant-relationship with God; are now on {irial-—being judged.
This has heen God's repeated deelaration to the Jews. Their
shortcomings are punished in a manner that the shortcomings
of others, not in covenant-relationship with God, are not
punished, but their punishments and stripes are intended to
work out blessing for them eventually. Had it not been for
the persecutions which have come to the Jews they would
not today be a separate and distinet people as God designed,
and henee they would not be ready as a people to receive
and be the first to participate in the glorious blessings of
the Messianie kingdom. In proportion as they maintain
lovalty to their Law and econfidence in the promises of God
they will be prepared for the fulfilment of these great
promises which are still theirs—carthly promises of restitu-
tion, ete.—Aects 3:19-23; Isa, 35.

While God’s promises to the Jews pertain to the earthly
phase of the kingdom and its blessings, Hiz promises to
covenanted Christinns are spiritual, heavenly. These re-
spond to God’s invitation, ‘“Gather together my saints unto
me,’” saith the Lord, ¢‘‘those who have made a covenant
with me by sacrifice.””  (Psa. 50:5) That covenant to
sacrifice earthly things will be rewarded with heavenly
things. In proportion as they are faithful to their covenant
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of sacrifiee they will be spiritually refreshed, strengthened in
the will and in the power of his might and rich toward God
in faith and in works. Those riches of grace and spirit,
the full attainment of which will come in the first resurree-
tion, are often associated now with poverty and sorrows of
an earthly kind. The heavenly things are to be attained
only by those who saerifice earthly things. Hearken to the
Master's words, ‘“ Whoever will live godly shall suffer per-
secution’’; ‘“Be thou faithful unto death and I will give
thee a erown of life.”’—2 Tim. 3:12; Rev. 2:10.
ALL REAP AS THEY SOW

During Messiah’s thousand-vear reign of righteousness
the world will be dealt with and brought to its judgment, its
testing, its erisis. But it will be a righteous testing or
crists, giving to all mankind a fair test as to loyalty to God.
The result of this opportunity, or trial for everlasting life
or everlasting death;, will come as a result of the great re-
demption work aceomplished at Calvary. It is the will of
God **that all men should be saved [recovered] and come to
a knowledge of the truth.”” (1 Tim, 2:4) In that glorious
epoeh Satan will he bound and the fetfers of s»in and death
now upon our race will be broken, and all will be granted
the full opportunity of returning to the bhlessed conditions
and favors enjoyed by Father Adam in his perfeetion—Dbut
retfusing this favor they will be destroyed, and that without
remedy, in the second death.

But while that future time will he the actual festing
period of the worid for life or death everlasting, we are not
to forget that every good deed and every evil deed com-
mitted now will have a bearing then. Kvery good deed,
every good thought, every good word, has its uplifting and
beneficial intluence upon character; and every evil word,
thought and deed has its injurious effeet upon character,
Every kindness dene to one of the Lord’s saintly, eleet
members, will be rewarded. Every evil deed done to one
of the least of these will be surely punished.

Thus the world of mankind is now laying up in store
helps or hindrances as respects their own everlasting in-
terests,  The honorable, the upright, even though they do
not hecome Christians or saints, will have proportionately a
hetter standing in the future time of trial. The dishenorable
will have proportionate degradation in the future, and will
come forth proportionately more degraded. and will need
proportionately more stripes in order to rise up out of siu,
degradation and death, by the assistance of the Savier an:
the glorified ¢hurch—1 Cor. 6:2.

THE NEW

COVENANT

““They, like Adam, have transgressed the Covenant.’’—Hosea 6:7.

After the ereation of Adam God entered into covenant
relationship with him to the effect that thiough obedience he
might have eternal life. Adam failed; and thus that cove-
nant was broken. The relationship between God and man
was changed.  God no longer sustained the life of man and
gave him everyvthing for his happiness, but the divine sen-
tence of death passed upon the entire human race. Because
of the uundeveloped condition of the earth at that time,
evervthing was favorahle for man’s death, as unworthy of
life.  God intimated, however, that he had compassion upon
humanity; and that at some later time he would grant a
blessing. This prownise implied reconeiliation to himself.
Later, God made a special promise to Abraham—¢‘In thy
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”’ (Gen.
12:3)  During all this time God had in view the great
plan which he is now earrving out. the establishment of a
New Covenant through a great Mediator between God and
man who would saerifice His life to satisfy divine justice.

The time not having come for the development of the
great Mediator, God made a typieal arrangement with the
nation of Israel. That nation was made to represent the
world. Moses was made to represent the world’s Mediator.
At Sinai God entered into a Covenant with Israel, not
direetly, but through Moses, the Mediator of that Law Cove-
nant. God was bound to give Israel eternal life if they
would keep that law. (Ex. 19:3-9) Moses was the Mediator,
the counselor and the instructor of the people to bring them
to the place where they could keep the divine law and have
cternal life. In due time it was discovered that the law gave
cternal life to none. What would God do? There was per-
plexity.

“In due time’’ God sent forth hia Onlv Begotten Son,
qualified to be the Redeemer of Adam’'s race. In duc time
Jesus, as the Son of God, heeame the Redeemer) in that he
gave his life to be the ransom-price for the world, and began
the redemption work. As the man Jesus he could not redeem

and restore the world, for it would require his death as a
man to furnish the redemption-price. Hence his first work
was to lay down his life as a ransom-price, to lay it down in
the sense of putting it into the hands of divine justice. In
harmony with the divine arrangement, the Father raised him
from the dead to a new nature; and he still had this ransom-
price to his eredit.

During the Gospel age He has been imputing the merit
of this to the church class in order that they may join with
him in a covenant by sacrifice, in harmony with the Seripture
which says, ‘“Gather my saints together unto me; those that
have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”’ (Psa. 50:5)
Christ’s sacrifice and the sacrifice of his members constitute
the ‘‘better sacrifices’’ than those of Israel in the type.
These ‘‘hetter sacrifices’’ began with our Lord’s experiences
at Jordan and will continue down to the time when the last
member of his body shall have shared in his suffering, and
shall have been made partaker of his glory in the resurree-
tion
MEDIATOR COMPLETE WILL INAUGURATE NEW COVENANT

By that time, the great Mediator complete, our Lord and
his members, will be ready to inaugurate the New Covenant
which God has promised, through the Prophet Jeremiah.
(Jer. 31:31) This New Covenant is intended to hless all
the families of the earth, as God said to Abraham. (Gen.
12:3) The promise is that this New Covenant will be made
with Israel. In order to avail themselves of this Covenant,
therefore, all other nations and peoples will be obliged to
become a part of Israel. Thus eventually Abraham will be-
come the father of manyv nations. All who will come into
harmony with God will be the children of Abraham, in the
sense that they will attain to that faith whiech Abraham had.
Both the faith and the obedience will he nceessary.  As
soon as the New Covenant shall have been sealed it will be-
come operative. The Christ will then stand forth to be the
Mediator of the New Covenant.
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This Covenant will be like unto the old Law Covenant;
but it will be better, superior, the one of which the Law
Covenant was a shadow. God will not then deal with Israel
directly, but through the Mediator. Primarily, the ancient
worthies will be fully received and will gladly accept the
Mediator and all the terms and conditions of the New
Covenant. Since they will be perfect they will be entirely
able to comply with its conditions. They will have no weak-
ness of the flesh, as they will be raised from the dead per-
fect human beings. During the period of the Mediatorial
reign the Mediator will stand ready to help and assist all
who will come back into harmony with God. None will be
brought immediately into communication with God, however,
but they will be dealt with through the Mediator until the
close of the Millennium, when they will be turned over to
the Father. During the Messianic age all will be subject to
the Mediator’s arrangements and the Father’s arrangements
through Him. Gradually the effect will be to take away the
stony heart out of all flesh and to restore all mankind to that
which was lost—perfection, mental, moral and physical.
Those who refuse to participate in this blessing, we are told,
will be destroyed from amongst the people. (Acts 3:22, 23)
Those who continue to progress will reach the condition of
perfection of heart, of mind and of body which God requires.

MANKIND WILL BE RESTORED TO PERFECTION

At the close of the Mediatorial reign all mankind will
be ready to profit by the experiences of the Millennium and
will be turned over to God, to divine justice. Then they will
be actually on the same plane that Adam was before his fall;
and it will be for them to maintain this covenant relation-
ship with God. If they fail, as Adam did, then they will
die the sccond death. But if they are faithful they will be
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passed on to eternal life. The test will be made by God,
who will loose Satan for a little season, to demonstrate
who will yield to his seductions. (Rev. 20:7-9) God wishes
those to have eternal life who can stand all kinds of tests
and whose loyalty to Him will be above the power of tempta-
tion.

So we see that preparations for the inauguration of the
New Covenant began at the time when Jesus came into the
world, and are still going on. These preparations are; first,
the development of the Priesthood, the Head and the body,
the High Priest and the underpriests; second, the offering
of ‘“the better sacrifices.’”” Thus we have the entire picture
—the New Covenant about to be inaugurated, the people
about to have the blessing, just as they would have if God
had received them to himself and had dealt with them per-
sonally, with compassion and mercy. But he will receive and
pass as satisfactory none except those who are perfect. His
dealing with the church now as perfect is in view of the
fact that their imperfections are made up for by the ad-
vocate; and they, as the royal priesthood, have their stand-
ing as new creatures in Christ.

We understand that the New Covenant goes fully into
operation at the beginning of the Millennium and that it
brings blessings all through that age. TUnder this New
Covenant the Lord will take away the sins and stony hearts
of mankind. (Ezek. 36:26, 27) But the New Covenant does
not become personal between God and mankind until the
Mediator steps out of the way. (1 Cor. 15:24) After he
steps out of the way, Covenant relationship with God will be
established just as with Adam;, and God will guarantee
eternal life to all who continue obedient to the divine law.

THE CO-OPERATIVE

Newspaper items advise the world that Mr. J. Pierpont
Morgan, financier, and other prominent men are backing and
financing a great religious movement for this fall—a reli-
gious revival to be simultaneously launched in every part
of the United States by the active co-operation of Christians
of all denominations. Realizing that few except women
attend the usual church services, this movement is to be
specially directed toward men. It is styled, ‘‘The Men and
Religion Forward Movement.’’

Each Christian should properly ask himself, What should
be my attitude toward this movement? We therefore offer
some suggestions to WaTcH Tower readers, but they are
merely suggestions. Each child of God, of course, is free to
follow his own judgment respecting the divine will. The
Editor will merely express his own convictions, his own
mental attitude, and sueh as like may copy the same wholly
or in part.

OUR SYMPATrHY SHOULD GO OUT TO THEM

Our sympathy goes out toward the good people who are
launching this movement, even though we have every reason
to believe that probably only a few of them may be devout
Christians in the deepest sense of that term. We sympathize
with those who are not Christians at all in the Biblical sense,
who are merely well-meaning moralists and who, not under-
standing the divine plan, consider the real, saintly Christians
to be merely extremists and freaks. Going about to establish
a righteousness of their own (Rom. 10:3), they are in deep
earnest in desiring the welfare of humanity. We surely re-
joice that their intentions toward their fellowmen are good
and not evil, not injurious.

This kind of sympathy with their methods should lead
us to speak to them and of them in most kindly terms,
whether they be ministers or laymen, rich or poor. God is
on the side of everything that is good and sympathetic with
everything that is good and right—to the extent that it is
good-intentioned. And so his children should be. Thus the
Master taught: When the Apostles told him that they had
forbidden others to cast out demons because they followed
not with them, he said, Forbid them not, for whosoever is not
against us is on our part. In other words, there should be a
bond of sympathy between all who are right-minded, just,
kind, well-meaning, whether or not they can see eye to eye
theologically.

A HOUSE-TO-HOUSE CANVASS

Tt is a part of this general revival scheme to visit every
home and to make inquiry respecting the attitude of every
citizen as respects the church relationship, attendance at
meetings, etc. These visitors will call at our homes. The
fact that we see that they are attempting an impossible
work, and the faect that we believe that they are ignoring
the divine methods, should not blind us to the fact that some
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of these dear people are spending time and energy in what
seems to be a valiant fight for the Lord.

Our sympathy should go out toward them and they should
be received by us in the most kindly and generous manner.
But we need to be on guard lest our zeal should outstrip
our wisdom, and we should do them and the cause harm
rather than good. We should be wise as serpents at all times
and as harmless as doves.

For instance, our sympathy with their good intentioms,
uniting with our knowledge of a more excellent way, would
ineline us to use such an opportunity for instrueting them
in this more excellent way. In our zeal we might forget
that a certain preparation of the heart is necessary before
the truth can be received into even a good and honest heart
and that it will do no good to others. Instead, therefore,
of attempting to delay these visitors and apparently to
hinder their work by engaging in theclogical discussions,
the wiser course would seem to be to give in a dignified and
kindly manner and unobtrusively cur little witness for the
truth and to leave the matter there. If their hearts be in
right condition the truth itself will appeal to them. And if
they hunger and thirst after righteousness, they will seek
more of it, cither at the time or later.

A SUPPLY OF ‘‘PEOPLES PULPITS’’

Each reader should have a supply of PEOPLES PULPITS
covering interesting topies, for wise use on such occasions.
After answering the questions kindly and very briefly and
without any attempt to convert, some free reading matter on

MY CHURCH CONNECTION
IS WITH

“The Church of The Living God

Whose Names are Enrolled in Heaven.”
gebrews 12:23.

I joyfully recognize as members of the same church all who
profess faith in Christ’s redeeming sacrifice and full consecra-
tion to death with him-—whether in or out of earthly sects
and parties.

I am not a member of any earthly sect, believing that
they are all of human organization. I love all who love
God and are seeking his ways, but I abominate the creeds of
the ‘'dark ages,”’ which did so much to misrepresent the
divine character and plan and which so seriously enslaved
so many of God’'s people in the chains of ignorance and
superstition.

I meet regularly with other Bible students for the study of
God’'s Word, regardless of creedal limitations and colorings.

We give our children religious instruction at home, believing
this to be the divine arrangement set forth in the Bible We
have found God’s way helpful,-both to them and to us. [UVER]
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the subject might be suggested, with the intimation that if
he would read 1t you conrd get it for him, but without any
attempt to thrast 1t upon lum o1 to unduly urge him to accept
it. If he has no ear for the truth, 1t would be better to
save the reading matter for another less likely to waste if.

Again, if the gentleman manifest an interest, do not
thrust upon him a great amount and thus make it appear
common and valueless. Rather make a selection of one,
letting him know that there are many so good that you
scarcely know which one to give him. Select the one which,
in your judgment, would be most likely to help him and tell
him that, should he want more, vou would be glad to hear
from him. Show bim also the ScripTurkg STudieEs and in a
very tew, modeiate, well-chosen words let him know your
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estimation of them and how you wish that all Christians
could have them and obtain from them the same blessing
which vou and thousands of other Christian men and women
have experienced.
YOUR CARD AND CHURCH RECORD

Below we print a little statement which may be used
by those who please as their card. It bears answer to nearly
all the questions likely to be asked you. Of itself it will be
a witness for the truth that may seem foolish—even silly—
to some who are not spirit-begotten, but will prove power-
fully enlightening to such as are spirit-begotten—which is
the only elass we expect to reach anyway.

We have arranged this so that it may be clipped and
handed to your inquirer conveniently.

“THE ISSUES OF LIFE”

““Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”"—Proverbs 4:23.

Originally man wus created in God’s image and likeness.
As a result of the fall our hearts are not perfect, but are
prone to sin. The Lord invites us to give our hearts, our
affections, to him: ““My son, give me thine heart.”” (Prov.
23:26) Gad has provided the channel whereby he ean re-
store us to the relationship of sons; that ehannel being the
Lord Jesus. After we have accepted the Lord’s proposition
and given him our hearts, we hecome the Lord’s dear chil-
dren, as the Apostle expresses it. The next thing is to
keep the heart in loyalty, in full submission to the divine
will. The necessity for thus keeping the heart is manifest.
Even though our hearts are loyal to the Lord, yet we are
surrounded by adverse eonditions. The world, the flesh and
the devil are assailing our hearts, which need, therefore, to
be watehed continually. As the Apostle says, ‘“We have
this treasure in earthen vessels.”” (2 Cor. 4:7) We have
these adverse tendenecies, or conditions, to deal with.

Glod is not judging his people merely in respeet to their
flesh, in respect to the deeds of life. These are more or less
imperfeet, Ile has so fixed the matter that the result of
that which springs from the heart, for which the heart is
responsible, is life or death. [If the issues are right, the
result will bhe life eternal. 1f the issues are wrong, the
result will be death, unworthiness of life. Tt is not merely
the issues of our conduct that determine the everlasting re-
sult, life or death, but the issues of our hearts. They not
only affect the present life, in the eleansing or polluting of
those with whom we come in eontact, but they determine or
settle the matter as to whether or not we shall have life.

Thus the issues of the heart constitute the decisive test.
The statement does not sayv that the antithesis of life is
death; but the question is, Shall we have life? We have
already been in death. We ean have life only through the
appointed channel, the Redeemer. If we necept the issue of
life and receive Gol's favor of life everlasting, we avoid
the other issuc, death everlasting. Not only is this guestion
decided by the issue of our hearts, but it is also true that
those who attain the condition of life during this age will
attain either the glory of the divine nature or membership in
the ““great company.’” They will be either of the royal
priesthood or the servants of this priesthood. Hence, a
great deal depends upon the issues of the heart. Therefore,
we should desire the things approved, the things of God.
We should seek to bave the very best achievable issue, or
result, to attain to the prize of our ecalling in Christ Jesus!

One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism
One God and Father of All
One Church of the First-Borns, and
One Hope of Glory, Honor and Immortality

lOVER) Eph. 45, 6: Heb. 12°23: Rom. 2'7.

MUST ROOT OUT OF OUR HEARTS ALL LOVE OF SIN

It is not sufficient that we acknowledge sin in its various
forms to be evil, aud that we resolve that we will strive
against it because it is under the Lord’s bhan; in addition
to this we are to root out of our hearts every longing, every
desire for everything not thoroughly approved by the Lord.
Oh, what a cleansing this would mean in the hearts and
lives, and especially in the thoughts of many who have
named the nanme of Christ! Many who fail to note this point
find themselves continually beset with temptations because,
while outwardly avoiding gross immoralities, they seeretly
harbor sympathies for things condemned, desiring that they
might have them, if only thev were not forbidden.

The more attention we give to this subjeet the more we
will be convinced from our own personal experiences of the
truth of the Seriptural deelarations respecting the beginnings
of sin as seeret faults in the mind, the heart; and the more
we will appreciate the statement of our text, ‘‘Keep thy
heart [mind, affections] with all diligenee, for out of it arve
the issues of life.”’

We arc not to wonder that God has so constituted us as to
permit temptations to come to our minds, nor are we to pray
that we may have no temptations; for if there were no such
presentations, no such temptations, there conld be no vie-
torics on our part, no overcoming of sin and of the wicked
one. We know that for this very reason we are now in the
school of Christ; not that we shall there he shiclded from all
temptation, but that we may learn of the great Teacher how
to meet the tempter, and by our Master’s grace and help
come off conquerors, victors in the strife against sin. The
degree of our success in this conflict will depend largely
upon the keenness of our faith and trust in the great Teach-
er. Tf we have confidence in his wisdom, we will follow
closcly his instructions and keep our hearts, minds, with all
diligence, TFaith in the Lord’s wisdom and in his help in
every time of need is necessary to us in order that we mayv
be thoroughlv obedient to him; and hence it is written,
““This is the vietory that overcometh the world, even our
faith’’; that is, it will be by the exereise of faith and the
obedienee which flows therefrom that we will be enabled to
come off conquerors and ‘‘more than conquerors’’ fhrough
him that loved us and gave himself for us.—1 John 5:4;
Rom. R:37.

We are not to seek divine aid far in advance; as, for
instance, to ask to be kept throughout the vear to come, or
month to come, or week to come; rather we ought to know
that if we have made a covenant with the Lord and are his,
he is near ns at all times, in every trial) in every temptation;
and that his assistance is ready to our use, if we will but
accept it and aet accordingly. Hence our prayers should be
for help in the time of need, as well as general prayers for
the Lord’s blessing and care for each day.

The difficulty with many is that they are looking for
some great battles instead of averting the great battles and
keeping their minds cleansed from the secret faults. The
little battles, whieh are mueh more numerous, are principally
the ones in which we gain the victories, with their ultimate
rewards. ‘‘Greater is he that ruleth his own spirit [mind
will] than he that taketh a city.’'—Prov. 16:32.

Finally, the grand results of ohedience to this counsel
of the Lord, the grand attainment of those who have faith-
fu'ly kept their hearts with diligence, is expressed in the
words of the Psalmist, and may well be the repeated, earnest
prayer of all the sanctified in Christ Jesus: ¢‘Cleanse Thou
me from secret faults. . . . Let the words of my mouth,
and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight,
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.’’—Psa. 19:13, 14,
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QUESTIONS ON OUR

SPIRIT LIFE-RIGHTS NOT SACRIFICED

Question.—What rights did our Lord possess when He was
a spirit-being, beforec He heeame a man, and what became
of those rights when He became a mant

Answer.—Qur Lord was rich and for our sakes hecame
poor (2 Cor. 8:9) by exchanging the heavenly rights and per-
fection for the earthly rights and perfection. This exchange
was not a sacrifice [not an offering]; for it was the man
Christ Jesus who became a ransom. There is no statement in
the Secriptures that he sacrificed any pre-human rights. He
did, however, resign these for the ‘‘joy that was set before
himi.”’—Heb. 12:2.

The rights that man needs are earthly rights, human rights;
and it is those rights that Jesus redeems through giving his
earthly life sacrificially. As a spirit being He could not have
sacrificed the rights of a spirit being; for there were no spirit
beings condemned to death. It was the man Adam whom he
was to redeem. ‘‘Sinece hy man came death, by man comes
also the resurrcetion of the dead. For as all in Adam die,
even so all in Christ shall be made alive.’’—1 Cor. 15:21, 22,

RANSOM-PRICE FURNISHED AT CALVARY

Question.—What did our Lord accomplish at Calvary?

Answer.—The laying down of life on the part of our Lord
did not ransom the race, as we have shown, but it furnished
the ransom-price which is to cffect the release of humanity,
in God’s due time and order; He gave himself an antilutron
la corresponding price].”’—1 Tim. 2:5, 6.

Our Lord's sacrifice, his willing resignation of IIis life to
death, was meritorious in the divine sight and was rewarded
bv the Father’s giving him a new life on a higher plane.
The new life was started in his begetting at Jordan and was
completed in His resurrection. This right to earthly life,
not having heen forfeited by sin, still belongs to our Lord.
This earthly life-right he purposed to give to justice as an
offset [counterbalance, or cquivalent] for the sin of one man,
which involved the race. He was put to death a flesh-soul.
He was rewarded as a spirit-soul. He has the right to his
flesh-soul vet, to appropriate for Adam and his race, scaling
for them the New Covenant.

THE MERIT AND THE LIFE-RIGHT

Question~—How shall we distinguish between the merit of
Christ which He will appropriate for the sins of the world,
and the life-right of Christ which He will give for the sins
of the world?

Aunswer—Our TLord’'s richteousness on the human plane
of course appertained to him while he was a man. He has
no righteousncss as a man now. He has merely the eredit of
that righteousness in the Father’s sight, in the sight of justice,
constituting a merit which is to be appropriated to the world
in (ue time, but which is loaned to the church during the
Gospel age.

The human life-rights Jesus had need for up to the moment
he died. In dying he committed them to the Father, accord-
ing to the Father's arrangement. He said, ‘‘The cup which
my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?’’ (John 18:11.)
When a man, those life-rights were his to use; but he does
not need them mnow; for he has better rights. But he has a
right to human life, which he does not need personally—but
which he needs in order to give for the world of mankind,
that they may have life everlasting if they will.

The Lord is to be viewed from the standpoint of his own
personality. First of all, he was a spirit-being; secondly, he
was made flesh—holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sin-
ners; thirdly, for permitting the earthly life to be taken from
him, God rewarded him personally with a high exaltation.—
Phil. 2:9.

God has arranged that this glorious personage shall do
certain things for the world of mankind. The power to do
these things lies in the faet that he still has a right to carthly
life, which he docs not need. He holds it over to give to the
world in the Millennial age, gradually, as they will come into
harmony with the terms of the New Covenant. He imputes
now a share of that value to such as desire to become his
members—to cover their blemishes and make their saerifices
acceptable to the Father.

Christ 's merit was in doing the will of the Father. That
merit the Father rewarded with the new nature on the other
side of the veil. And, of course, that merit still persists; and
he will always have, in God’s sight, a personal merit, irre-
spective of anything that he may do for mankind. There-
fore we eannot suppose that he would give away his merit;
in that case he would be left without merit. But having ob-
tained his reward, he has a right to hwman Ilife, which is so
recognized by God. And this constitutes a thing of merit in
God's sight—a value for the redemption of Adam and his
children—his purchase-price, so to speak. This he is to use
for the world shortly and this he is now imputing to us.

LORD’S LIFE-RIGHTS

THE IMPUTATION OF CHRIST’S MERIT

Question.—What is meant by the expression, ¢‘Christ's
imputed merit’’?

Answer—When speaking of Christ’s imputed merit we
should keep distinetly in mind that he has a personal merit,
a righteousness of his own, which he has never given away.
He necds his own righteousness. In this sense of the word he
could not give us his rightcousness, without heing hereft of
righteousness. The same would he true of his life-right. e
has a right to life; but it is not that richt to life which he
imputes to us; for he nceds it himselt. Ie needs his own per
sonal merit.

In what seunse, then, do we say that he will give to r.an-
kind during the Millennial age and impute to the ehurch dur-
ing the Gospel age, a life-right and righteousness respeetively?
Im this way: IHe will give to mankind hix hwman life-right,
the merit that was his as the reward for his obedicnee as the
man Christ Jesus, namely the privilege, or right, to live as a
human heing. That right was secured to him by ohedienee to
the law. (Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:12)) Now he is highly exalted,
a partaker of the divine nature, and no longer needs that right
to human life and the righteousness which goes with that right.
He is quite satisfied and complete in hisx present condition.
He has, to give to the world, by and by, the right to human
life and the righteousness which goes with that right, the
merit of that earthly sacrifice. Of this, he imputes to the
chureh at the present time a sufficieney to make good for their
imperfection. We are complete in him, so that our offering of
ourselves may be, through him, an acceptuble saeritice to God
and reckoned holy,

ACTUALLY NO LIFE RIGHTS TO SACRIFICE

Question.—Do the underpriests saerifiec their earthly life-
rights?

Answer.—Sinee God purposes to give eternal life only to
those who are perfect, and since we of Adam’s race are all
imperfect, therefore, we had no life-rights to sacrifice. But
Jesus appeared as our Advoeate and purposes to help us if
we are desirous of hecoming followers in his steps, and thus
of being sharers with him in his sacrifice, and afterwards in
the glories of his kingdom.

To enable us to do this, he purposes to make up for us a
sufficiency of his merit to ecompensate for all of our blemishes
and defects. But we do mot present this merit imputed to
us hy our Lord. Our whole part is faith that our great Ad-
vocate is able to make up for our shortromings. He makes
up that which is imperfeet, and then offers us in sacrifice:
and the Father aceepts the sacrifice.  Really, we never had
any life-rights to sacrifice.

FAILURE RELEASES IMPUTED MERIT

Question—In the case of one who mnkes utter failure and
who dies the seeond death, is the imputed merit released at
the time his failure is determined or at the time when he
aetually dies?

Answer.—The merit of Christ is imputed to those who
come unte the Father through him. Those who repuvdiate this
earthly merit of Christ have it no longer from the mowment
of their repudiation: from the mowent of their rejeetion of
the Lord: all the merit that they had is released, forfeited,
gone. This does not mean that they must die actually at
that moment. But they fall into the hands of the living God;
that is out of the hands of merey, into those of justice. And
we know that no one can stand in the presence of the living
God and justice without perfection. Thoce who repudiate the
ransom scem to have no lonoer a sense of sin. This is illns-
trated by the parable of the man who takes off the ‘“wedding
carment’’: from the moment of his repudiation, no longer
is it his in any sepce of the word.

LIFE-RIGHTS REPRESENTED IN NEW COVENANT

Question.—During the Millennial age where will be
life-rights that Jewus laid down at Calvary?

Answer.—That which we speak of as the life-right of the
ereat Redeemer is, we understand, that which is tvpified hy
the blood of atonement. According to the tvpe, in the end of
this antitvpieal doyv of atonemenf, that hlood of atonement
will be apolied to justice on behalf of the whole world of
mankind and will be aceepted on their hehalf—that is to say,
as the Apostle expresses it, ‘‘to make reeonciliation for the
sins of the people.””  (Heb. 2:17.) As soon as the people
shall have heen released from their death-condemnation they
will he in a position to hegin to reeeive hlessings, hut not
hefore. As the great Hivh Priest, our Lord undertakes, at
the celose of the Gospel age, to seal with the blood of atone-
ment a New Covenant hetween God and the sced of Abra-
ham, natural Tsrael: and he, together with the “‘church, which
is his body,”” undertakes to stand as the Mediator of that
Covenant.  All who come into full accord with that law will
have eternal life. Through all those years the Mediator will

the
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