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the shepherd. God provided for man’s protection, but by
reason of sin the race got into the wilds and became exposed
to various difficulties which otherwise would not have been
man’s lot.

Those who are the ‘‘sheep’’ will come back into harmony
with the Lord. As represented in our text, the church elass
comes back in the present time. We all recognize, as the
days go by, how necessary is the divine care. As we come
to see the divine plan, we see that ‘‘all who are of this
fold,’’ all those who will come into harmony with God, will
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have this care: and that eventually there shall be one Shep-
herd and one flock.

Our Lord Jesus is the representative of the Father.
Humanity, as the Lord’s sheep, went astray. All of Adam’s
posterity are now astray. The Great Shepherd sent his son
for the lost sheep. He is seeking them and will ultimately
find all who belong to this true flock. He is, therefore, in
the highest sense of the word, the Bishop, or Shepherd of our
souls, the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for the
sheep.

OUR NEW BIBLES

Hereafter, to distinguish our own special edition, from
other Bibles, we will refer to them as Berean Bibles. They
are becoming more and more indispensable to all readers as
they learn how to use them. The translation, of course, is
not at all different from that of other Bibles of the Common
Version. Our peculiar, distincetive feature is the Berean
Helps at the back. These consist of:

(1) Biblical Comments from Genesis to Revelation, with
references to the ScrIPTURE STUDIES and other of our publica-
tions showing the page where the text is more fully discussed
and elaborated. We can scarcely imagine anything more
helpful than these for Bible study. It is so easy to turn to
the reference and ascertain if the matter has been treated
and where and how. It represents four hundred and eighty-
one pages of matter.

(2) The Instructor’s Guide. This is a topical arrange-
ment of Bible subjects specially convenient for those who
have opportunity for teaching others the Divine Plan of the
Ages. Its various topics are arranged under distinet head-
ings and the various texts bearing upon the subject are col-
lated. With this help a novice has at his command, well-
furnished, ‘“the Sword of the Spirit.”’ It is in condensed
form, very convenient, and consists of eighteen pages solid
matter.

(3) The Berean Topical Index, alphabetically arranged,
presents a large variety of subjects showing references to the
SCRIPTURE STUDIES and other of our publications treating the
same. This feature is comprised in twenty-eight pages.

(4) In this specially difficult texts are brought to the at-
tention and references given showing where they are treated
in our publications. Following this is a full list of various
interpolations and spurious passages of the Seriptures not in
the original MSS., as proven by the oldest Greek MSS.—
fifteen pages.

These four features, representing five hundred and forty-
two pages, are not to be found in any other Bibles on earth
and, in our opinion, they are of almost priceless value. One
of our interested readers who could mnot procure another
would not sell his copy for a hundred dollars—many of them,
surcly, would not take thousands for it.

All of our Berean Bibles contain the above, and some of
them, the numbers of which end with a nine, contain addi-
tionally Bagster’s Bible Study Helps, including an alphabeti-
cal index of proper names and Bagster’s Bible Concordance
and Maps—a total of one hundred and eighty-six pages.

We not only supply these Bibles at cost price, but be-

cause of the large quantities ordered at a time, we are
enabled to secure a cost price which is really phenomenal.
We are safe in saying that, even aside from our Berean
Helps, no Bibles are to be found in the world of such extra-
ordinary values. The price is the same whether the order be
for one copy or for more. To save danger of misunder-
standing we below quote the prices, including postage. The
very low prices must not lead you to think that these are
manufactured in any slipshod manner. They are first class
in every particular. The prices are, many of them, less than
one-half what you pay for such books almost anywhere else.

So great is the demand for these Berean Bibles that here-
after we purpose carrying no others in stock except pocket
Bibles and large type Bibles for the aged. We will still, how-
ever, be pleased to serve anyone who desires other Bibles.
We can procure for these wholesale rates, usually twenty-five
per cent. off publishers’ catalogue prices, plus postage.

DESCRIPTION AND PRICES—BEREAN BIBLES

Number 1918, price $1.65, is a beautiful book. It is small
and light. Size 434 x 634 inches. It has minion type, red
under gold edges, divinity circuit, French seal. Looks like
the genuine seal skin, but it is in reality good sheepskin.

Number 1919, price $1.75, postpaid; the same book, the
same Bible; the same every way except the addition of Bag-
ster Helps, Concordances, ete.

Number 1928, price $2.65. This is the same book exactly
as number 1918, except that it has genuine morocco binding;
leather-lined.

LITTLE LARGER, IONIC TYPE, SELF-PRONOUNCING

Number 1939, price, $1.95, postage prepaid. This is the
same book as 1919, the same binding and contents, but it has
a coarser print and is a little larger book. Size, 51 x 7%
inches.

Number 1959, price $3.65, postage prepaid. This is the
same book as 1939 except that it has splendid moroeco bind-
ing, is calf-lined and silk-sewed. Bibles similar in quality
and finish are listed in many catalogues at $11.

The sale of these books is not restricted to Watch Tower
readers. They are valuable aids in Bible study, excellent
value in every way and open to the publie.

We have a good supply of these books in stock now ready
for immediate shipment anywhere. Registered at 10c. Re-
mit with order. We can secure such prices only by paying
spot cash and must sell on the same terms.

Anyone ordering patent index on any of these Bibles
should so state and should add twenty-five cents to the price.
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OUR CONVENTION TOUR NO. 1

Having reached Denver on our westward journey, we
must give an account of the Lord’s blessings and favors
and our experiences; for we well know that the prayers
and thoughts of many are with us. Although the blessing
of the service keeps us busy continually, our thoughts and
nrayers go out to the Lord’s dear flock collectively, and
individually in many cases. ‘‘We share our mutual woes,
our mutual burdens bear, and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.’”’

Our first stop was at Cleveland, Ohio, where a meeting
had been arranged by the Bible Students in the interests
of the Jews. The topic was, ‘‘Zionism the Hope of the
World.”” We will not even outline the discourse, because
the interested will have the report from our San Francisco
meeting.

The meeting was successful in one sense of the word,
in that the Lord always blesses those who seek to serve
and praise him; but it was not a success in respect to the
number of Jews present, Two reasons contributed: (1)
It was Friday night, the beginning of the Jewish Sabbath,

the worst night in the week, as we subsequently learned,
for the Orthodox Jews hold the Sabbath very sacred, and
many of them would not even ride upon a street car on
that day. (2) The prejudice awakened amongst the Jews
by one of their journals ealling us a ‘‘missionary’’ has not
yet worn out. The audience altogether was probably a little
over a thousand, and of these less than half, probably
only three hundred, were Jews. The dear friends of the
Cleveland class felt a little disappointed that their efforts
had not brought larger success. We encouraged them, how-
ever, with the thought that having done our best the results
were entirely in the Lord’s hands, and the credit that he
would give them would be just as great as though five thou-
sand had heard.
THE INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION

The night train carried us to Indianapolis, where a
convention was already in progress and continued also
after our leaving. The attendance was excellent—about
six hundred (three or four hundred from the surrounding
district). The attendance at the public scrvice to hear
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about the ¢‘Hereafter’’ was about a thousand. Excellent
attention was given, but how much ‘‘wheat’’ was ripened
we, of course, know not. By some oversight this three-
days’ convention at Indianapolis was not properly announced
in Tueg WarcHE TowEkR—merely our special services were
mentioned. But it was a success and a blessing evidently
to many in attendance.

THE ST. LOUIS CONVENTION

A night ride brought us to St. Louis early on Sunday,
June 11th, where we were met by the convention party,
organized by Brother L. W. Jones, M.D., of Chicago. On
the route its number has varied from one hundred and fifty
to two hundred, some joining and some leaving at one place
and another. It was a very happy company, amongst whom
the Spirit of the Lord is quite manifest. The train con-
sists of eight cars, including one for baggage. They are
sleeping cars, and are not only comfortable, but economical
m that they save hotel expenses and transfers. In the
party are five doctors. Chicago is, of course, better rep-
resented than any other city. All have the spirit of help-
fulness, the spirit of love for the brethren, and a desire
to spend and be spent in the Master’s service, The pres-
ence of so goodly a company in the various conventions
of this trip certainly adds, not only to the singing, but
also to the general interest of the meetings. The brethren
take part in the testimony meetings and symposiums, and
in giving addresses. Our own time being fully occupied,
except when on the platform, has hindered us from enjoy-
ing these and making a report of them.

The Sunday afternoon meeting for the public on the
topic of ¢‘Hereafter’’ was well attended, the audience
numbering about fifteen hundred. The evening talk on
¢‘Zionism the Hope of the World’’ was not extensively
advertised. The audience was estimated at about a thou-
sand. Only a small proportion was Jewish—about one-
third. On Monday our afternoon address to the interested
and also our evening service (a question meeting) were
well attended. The St. Louis Class seem to be in good
spiritual eondition so far as we can judge, earnestly press-
ing forward in love and devotion. Here, as elsewhere, we
saw good evidence of the zeal of the friends in the circula-
tion of the public announcements, and other necessary and
expensive arrangements for the convention services,

THE KANSAS CITY CONVENTION

Tuesday and Wednesday, June 13th and 14th, were de-
voted to Kansas City. There is quite a good sized class
of Bible Students there, and their loving zeal was every-
where manifested. The meetings were all good. Brothers
Ritchie, Swingle, Senor, Edgar, Jones and Wise partici-
pated in addresses on this occasion. ‘‘Convention Hall’?
had been secured for the public services, the first evening
on ‘‘Hereafter,”’ the following one on ‘‘Zionism the Hope
of the World.”” The attendance was estimated at three
thousand and one thousand respectively.

Here again we experienced some disappointment respect-
ing the numbers of Jews interested in hearing a subject
of such vital importance to them. Incidentally we learned
that the Rabbis are trying to keep the people from hear-
ing. It was ever thus. The teachers take away the key
of knowledge, and neither enter in themselves nor permit
others to enter, if they can prevent it.

The spirit of Judaism is marked today, as it was in
the Master’s day, by a subserviency to the elders and tra-
ditions—very much the same as with Christians. How
much the overseers of the religious world will be obliged
te answer for respecting the ignorance of the people and
their estrangement from the truth!

Prof. J. T. Read of the Chicago class contributed greatly
to the interest at all the meetings by leading the music,
and also by singing solos while the audience gathered. At
Kansas City Prof. Riggs and wife also assisted, adding
much to the pleasure of the services. The total attendance
of interested ones was about six hundred.

Following one of these meetings, by request, we had a
service for the consecration of children. A number of par-
ents formally presented their children in consecration to
the Lord. We made clear to all that there is no Seriptural
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command governing this matter. The basis of our inno-
vation is the fact that the Jews in general were accus-
tomed to consecrate their male children to the Lord by ecir-
cumeision, and the parents of Samuel the Prophet made
consecration of him to the divine service.

Many Protestants practice infant sprinkling, called bap-
tism, not as a saving ordinance, nor as an induction into
the church, but as an aet of public consecration to the
Lord. We reminded the friends also that when certain
parents brought their children to Jesus, he said ‘‘Permit
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for
of such like is the kingdom.’’ That is to say, those ac-
ceptable to the Lord as joint-heirs of Messiah’s kingdom will
all be child-like, simple, trustful, obedient children of God.

We suggested to the parents that such a formal offer-
ing to the Lord of the fruits of their bodies should, in
after days, help them to accept whatever divine providences
might come to their children, with more loving submission.

We suggested further that as the children grow to years
of discernment, it may be helpful to them to know that
their parents had thus devoted them to God and his serv-
ice of righteousness. We recalled our own expericnce, that
when about seven years of age our mother told us, ¢¢Charles,
I want you to know that I gave you to the Lord, as Sam-
uel’s mother gave him. It is my hope and prayer that in
God’s providence you may become a minister of the Gospel.”’
We recall the impression made upon us, and our reply at the
time: ‘‘Ma, I think that when I grow up I shall prefer to be
a missionary to the poor heathen. The people here have
many preachers, have many churches, while the poor heathen
have few.”’

Our mother made no remark, but as we look at the
matter now, her prayer is being fulfillel in our present
opportunities for ministering to the ‘‘household of faith,’’
and our own proposition to help the heathen will also have
realization in the blessed Messianic kingdom. About fif-
teen children were consecrated, by prayer, laying on of
the hand and the invocation of divine blessing. We made
clear that none should think of this matter as an obliga-
tion, merely as an opportunity for such as desire to avail
themselves of it.

ONE DAY AT WICHITA

We had a very enjoyable experience at Wichita. A
goodly number had gathered from surrounding places, and
with our own party made up an audience of about four
hundred for the Thursday afternoon meeting, when we
talked to the interested. Of course, we had a good season
of spiritual fellowship. The attendance in the evening
was estimated at one thousand. We had remarkable at-
tention, and believe that surely some grains of wheat will
be found as a result. Here also, following the afternoon
discourse to the interested, a number of parents presented
their children in consecration to the Lord—about 12.

ONE DAY AT PUEBLO, COLO.

Another night-ride brought us to Pueblo Friday, June
16. We had two good meetings here—one for the inter-
ested in the afternoon, at which about three hundred were
present, and one for the public in the evening, the attend-
ance being about a thousand. The resident class is a very
small one, and the numbers from the outside were com-
paratively few, but all seemed to have the spirit of the
truth. The dear friends who arranged the meeting here
manifested great zeal and courage, the Lord greatly bless-
ing their efforts. The public meeting was attended by some
very intelligent people, who seemed deeply interested in
the things they heard respecting the better Hereafter—the
two salvations.

SATURDAY AT COLORADO SPRINGS

We arrived here earlv and had a good day. In the morn-
ing a testimony meeting; in the afternoon a syvmposium
participated in by twelve brethren. Following this, hy
request, we had the service for the Consecration of chil
dren—about twenty participating. The publiec serviee in
the evening was specially large for Saturday. The audiencs
was estimated at from twelve to fifteen hundred. We had
excellent attention. The close attention, the earnest faces
and desire for free literature at the close of the service
are hopeful indications as respects the truth here.

THE VOICES OF THE THREE SIGNS
[ExopUs 4:1-9.]
[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of September 15, 1907, which please see.])
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PROVIDING FOR ONE’S NATURAL HOUSEHOLD

¢‘If any provide not for his own, and especially those of his own house [margin, kindred], he hath denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.”’—1 Tim. 5:8.

This passage may be properly paraphrased thus: He
who provides not for those dependent upon him, especially
those of his own household, hath denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever.

This relates primarily to a Christian husband and his
duty toward his wife and his children. If the husband
should cease to provide for the wife, cease to cherish her
and, on the contrary, should desert her, either in heart, in af-
feetion, or actnally, it would imply that he had seriously
departed from the Lord, from the guidance of the Spirit,
and from ¢‘The wisdom that cometh from above, which is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of merey and good fruits.”’

Under these circumstances we could not consider such
an one approved of the Lord as an ‘‘overcomer,”’ until
after reformation. Then, too, every parent owes it to his
¢hild to give him more of a start in life than merely the
imperfect, dying little body born into the world. Having
brought children into the world, it becomes the duty of
parents to see to their reasonable establishment in it. This
ineludes not only the dispensing of food and raiment dur-
ing ehildhood and youth, but also the provision of intel-
leetual and moral instruetions, to which we have more than
once referred; and all this means laying up, aside from
personal consumption, in the interest of the children.

Sceing the uncertainties of life, it would not be an
unreasonable application of the Neriptural injunction for
the parent to have something laid up for the necessities
of his family in the event of his death before they had
reached maturity. It is not our thought that the Apostle
meant that parents should seck to lay up fortunes for
their children to quarrel over and be injured by. The child
fairly well born and who receives a reasonable education
and guidance to maturity is well off and has a rich legaey
in himself; and the parent who has made sueh provision
for his children has every reason to feel that he has been
ruled in the matter by a sound mind, the holy Spirit, the
disposition approved by the Lord, even though he leave
no property to his family, or not more than a shelter or
home. Such a man has discharged his stewardship; and
such children will bhe sure in the end to appreciate his
faithfulness.

We should manifest an interest in thoese related to us
by ties of blood more than in mankind in general. If
the Spirit of the Lord leads us to be kind and gracious
toward humanity in gencral, it would imply that our sen-
timents toward our relatives should be specially consid-
ered by us and be, to the extent of our opportunities, help-
ful. Nevertheless, it would not be wise, according to our
judgment, nor in harmony with the instruetions of the
Seriptures, nor in accord with the examples which they
set before us of our Lord’s conduet and the eonduct of
the apostles, for us to extend a very speeial fellowship to
our carthly relatives; or to receive them and treat them
better than, or even as well as, we would treat the houschold
of faith.

We here make an exception of sueh close relationships
as would have a demand upon us in accord with the Apostle’s
words, ‘“1le that provideth not for his own, . .. hath
denied the faith.’”’ In general—outside of the exceptions

ahove—we are to apply the Apostle’s words, ““As we have
opportunity let us do good unto all men, especially unto
those who are of the houschold of faith.’’ (Gal. 6:10)
Next to the houschold of faith should come our more dis-
tant relatives.

Of course, from the standpoint of the new creation, the
new relationship, the members of the body of Christ would
be members of our own household, and their temporalities
would be in some measure our responsibility. We are, how-
ever, hving in a time not the same as that in which our
Lord lived; now, there are public charities; for this rea-
son this passage would not apply with the same force as
when the Apostle spoke these words. Omne would be mak-
ing proper provisions, sometimes, when he paid his share
of the taxes toward the general weal; and it might, per-
haps, be necessary to avail himself of a share in those
benefits, either on his own account later, or on account of
some of his own friends—members of his family.

BUILDING ONE ANOTHER UP IN THE HOLY FAITH

Christ is the Head of his own household. 1e does not
intend that his people shall be unnecessarily burdensome to
cach other, but ecach should feel a responsibility in respeet
to others and gladly lend a helping hand to strengthen,
encourage and bless, ‘‘building each other up in the most
holy faith.’’ It evidently was the intention of our Lord
to draw together his followers as a new family, a new
household, the ‘‘houschold of faith.’”’ Ilence we find the
repeated injunction and encouragement for mutual fellow-
ship, mutual helpfulness and regular association, with the
promise that where two or three meet in the Lord’s name
he will be specially present with them to grant a blessing:
and that his people should not forget the assembling of
themselves together.

Returning to our text, we note that the Apostle says
that one neglecting his obligations to his own family would
be denying the faith. The faith that we profess is not
merely a faith in certain things that we uare getting, but
it affeets also matters of propriety, our character, all of
life’s affairs in general. We profess to love God more
than others love him. We protess to love our neighbor
as ourselves. We profess to take this as our standard.
Tf a man’s responsibility to his neighbor is that he love
him as himself, then this would bear in with double foree
as to his own family. Tf one is derelict there, he is mis-
representing the doctrines of Christ which he professes.
To live contrary to the doctrines one professes would be
to deny his faith. And so one who would live in violation
of these recognized standards of life would be living be-
low the world instead of ahove the world.

As for denying the faith, the thought is that there
would be a lack of love, of sympathy, regarding the inter-
ests of the ones ncglected and, therefore, a denying of
the faith to that extent. What a perfeet example of un-
selfishness we have in our Master, who, when in the great-
est of trouble and anguish, was thinking sympathetically
of otherst! We notice his provision for the welfare of his
mother, whom he consigned to the care of his loving John,
thus showing our Lord’s approval of the noble eharacteris-
ties displayed by John in pressing near to his Master in
this trying hour!

THE CHURCHS SHARE

The merit of Christ consisted in his kecping of the law
and in his obedience to the Father in the laying down of
his life. That life which he laid down was the price. 1t
was placed in the hands of Justice when he died—¢Father,
into thy hands T ecommit my Spirit.”” All passed into the
hands of the Father and it remains in the hands of the
Father—a ransom-price. When God raised our Lord from
the dead he did not raise him a human being, but a spirit
being of the highest order.

As the Seriptures declare of the chureh, so it is true of
the Head of the church, for we follow in his footsteps.
Of the chureh it is written, ‘‘It is sown in dishonor, it is
raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power;
it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.’’
(1 Cor, 15:42-45) Our Lord was raised a quickening, a life-
giving spirit. (1 Cor. 15:45; 1 Pet. 3:18) It was a man
who forfeited his life; it was a man also who gave himself
a price in offset. (1 Cor. 15:21, 22) The sacrifice of our
Lord’s human nature remained a saerifice on behalf of the
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IN THE SIN-OFFERING

Has he given it to the world vet? No. What has
he done with it? Merely committed it to the Father. To
whose credit is it now? To our Lord’s credit. Where? 1In
the hands of divine justice. For what object? That it may
be applied. How applied?

First of all, in an imputative sense, in this Gospel age,
it is applied to all those who come unto the Father through
him. He imputes it to these after they have turned to
the Father in faith and have come to the point where
they can say, ‘‘I present my body a living sacrifice’’;
“‘Hcre, Lord, T give myself away.”” There the great Ad-
voeate, the future Mediator for the world, imputes to them
enough of his merit to make their sacrifice good. They
of themselves, have nothing to offer that God could acecept;
for, ‘“There is none righteous; no, not one.”’—Rom. 3:10,

Here the great Advocate applies, or imputes, a suffi-
ciency of his merit, already in the hands of justice, to
make these perfect in the sight of justice. Divine justice
can then accept the sacrifice; and the acceptance of the

world.
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sacrifice is manifested by the impartation of the holy Spirit,
the begetting of the Spirit; and that which is begotten of
the Spirit will, in the resurrection, be born of the Spirit,
unless in the meantime there be something to paralyze, or
vitiate, the condition. If one thus begotten of the Spirit
lose the spirit, hecome dead to spiritual things, then he is
indeed ‘‘iwice dead,’’ as the Apostle says.—Jude 12.

DOES THE CHURCH SHARE IN THE SIN-OFFERING?

But now, in the case of those who are thus accepted
of Christ, what have they to do with the sin-offering? We
answer that we should not know what they have to do if
God did not show us; but God first makes a pieture of
the matter in the Old Testament. He made, with the Jews,
a typical day of atomement, which prefigured what will
be done during this Gospel age and during the period of
Messiah’s reign. What 1s this? It is the work of recon-
ciliation between God and men. How did the type show
this? The day of atonement had various features. It
began with the offering of a bullock; and that bulloek
represented the offering of the Lord Jesus Christ on be-
half of the church. The blood of the bullock was sprinkled
upon the Merey SReat for the household of faith. The house-
hold of faith was represented in the two goats.

These goats represented you and me and all of God’s
people who have offered their bodies living sacrifices, holy
and aceeptable. (Rom. 12:1, 2; Heb, 13:11-13) Only one
of these goats became a follower of the bullock and had
experiences exactly the same as the experiences of the
bullock. This goat represents that class of believers who
daily follow in the footsteps of Jesus and who are par-
takers with him of his sufferings at the present time and
will have a share with him in the glory to follow.

The other goat represents the e¢lass which does not go
voluntarily to saerifice, but which, without turning to sin,
fails to make a willing saerifice. Therefore this class is
treated as the ‘“seapegoat’ and dealt with accordingly,
being driven into the wilderness condition for tribulation.
The Apostle scems to refer to this class when he says that
some are thus dealt with ‘“that their spirits may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus.”” (1 Cor, 5:5) These are
not the bride class, but a servant class.

In the 453th Psalm we have the picture of the heavenly
Bridegroom and ecan see how he introduces his bride to
the heavenly Father, the great King. Next follows the
pieture ef the bride, who is described as ‘‘all glorious
within,”” and who is to be brought unto the heavenly King
in fine needlework and wrought gold. Then we have a
third picture, ‘*The virgins, her companions that follow
her,”” and who also shall be brought unto the King. These
represent the other elass, the ‘‘scapegoat’ class, who do
not voluntarily go into death, into saerifice, and who, con-
sequently, ¢annot be counted in as members of the bride.

Beeause the Seriptures show  this sin-offering, there-
fore, we believe in the sin-offering; and beeause the Serip-
tures tell us that we are to be sharers in this matter,
therefore we bhelieve it. Where does the Apostle so state?
We answer that hé says to us, addressing us as the ¢“Lord’s
goat’’ class, ‘‘Let us go forth unto him without the eamp,
bearing the reproach with him.”’ He also says that the
bodies of those beasts whose blood was brought into the
Most Iloly to make atonement for sin, were all burned out-
«ide the camp. (Heh. 13:11-13) What beasts were those?
Only the two. The bullock and the Lord’s goat were the
only ones. The Apostle urges that we were represented
by this goat. “*Let us, therefore, go forth unto him with-
out the camp.”’ All that was done with the bullock was
done with the goat. liet us, then, if we would walk in his
steps, share with him in his sacrifiee—“Go to him with-
out the e¢amp, bearing his reproach with him’’; for ¢‘If we
suffer with him we shall also reign with him’’; we shall
be glorified together.—2 Tim. 2:11, 12.

DOES THE CHURCH ADD TO THE SIN-OFFERING?

The question may be asked, ‘“What does the church
add to the sin-offering if the Lord gave the necessary per
cent of his merit to each to make his or her sacrifice
possible?’”  We answer that it depends upon what thought
1s behind the expression ‘‘add to the sin-offering.’’ The

The sinner was a man—

sin-offering needed no addition.
Adam. Our Lord left his glory and beecame a man in order
When a perfeet man’s life

that he might redeem man.
was given for the other perfect man who sinned, it con-
stituted a sufficiency, or ax the Scriptures express it, a ran-
som-price,

This word ‘‘ransom’’ (1 Tim. 2:6), in the Greek anti-
lutron, significs a price, as an equivalent; a satisfactory
priece.  Comsequently there is no addition needed to the
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ransom which our Lord gave and nothing could be added
to it, for we cannot add to that which is already complete.
If the price of an article is $1 and you add $25 to it, you
are not really adding anything to the price, for the price
is only $1, and the other dollars added on neither affect
the price nor are necessary, in any sense of the word.

There is another sense, however, in whieh the church
has a share with her Lord; rnamely, Not only was our Lord
himself the ransom-price for the world, but in order that
he might be highly exalted and reccive the reward of the
divine nature, it was necessary that he should die. So,
then, the death of Christ effected two things; first, it was
the ransom-price for mankind; second, it was the condition
upon which he would obtain his glorious reward—the di-
vine nature. If he had not been obedient even unto death,
then he would not have been highly exalted.

As the Apostle says, ‘“And being found in fashion as
a man, he humbled himself and becanic obedient unto death,
even the death of the eross. Wherefore [on which aceount]
God also hath highly exalted him and given him a name
which is above every name.”’ (Phil. 2:8, 9) He could not,
therefore, have been exalted to that high position except by
obedience unto death-—obedience to his covenant. IIad he
failed to carry out his covenant of sacrifice, he would have
failed to gain his glorious reward, and also failed to be a
satisfactory price for mankind. But he did not fail. He
attained the prize of the ‘‘high calling’’ to the divine
nature.

There is, however, an arrangement in God’s plan that
takes in the church as well as Jesus, the Head of the body,
the Head of the chureh; and so the Apostle says that God
foreknew us also by Jesus. (Rom. 8:28-30; Eph. 1:4, 9-12)
Not that he foreknew you and me as individuals, necessa-
rily, but that he foreknew a church, a class; he had fore-
intended the gathering of such a class, or church, from
the beginning. It is just as much a part of the divine plan
that the church, the body of Christ, should be called to
walk in his steps, to be dead with him, to present their
bodies living sacrifices, as it was a part of the divine plan
from the beginning that Jesus should do these things. The
difference between Jesus and the church is that he was per-
fect, holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners; and
therefore, his death could be in the nature of a ransom-
price—all that was neeessary. We have no such perfee-
tion of our own; and therefore, in order to be permitted
to sacrifice at all, we must first have his merit imputed
to us, that we might be acceptable saerifices on the Lord’s
altar.

Then the question comes up, What is the object of
having any of these sacrifices on the altar? Why is the
church on the altar with her Lord, as expressed by the
Apostle Paul (Romans 12:1), ‘I beseech you, therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, aeceeptable unto God, your
reasonable service.”” Why does God invite us to be living
sacrifices with Christ, sinece Christ is sufficient as a ran
som-price for the sins of the whole world? The answer
is that the Father invites us to come in and be partakers
of the sufferings of Christ in order that we may also be
sharers of his glory; for it is onlv ‘‘if we suffer with him
that we may reign with him—if we be dead with him, we
shall live with him.”’

As our Lord was called to saecrifice; so the chureh is
also ealled. If he would be found worthy, if he would have
the Father’s highest approval, he must leave the glory
which we had with the Father and must do all the Father
might require of him. And only by o doing would he gain
the reward offered. During the Gospel age the churen is
invited to enter into that eovenant with him. We who are
by mnaturve sinners, ‘“ehildren of wrath, even as others,”’
arc justifiel through his merit in order to permit us to
hwave a share in his sufferiny, in his suerifice.

What is the use of all this? Why should this be done?
That is the only way that we could be with him on tho
spirit plane. If we retain the human nature we ecan never
get to heaven. None can ever go to heaven exeept those
of the sacrificial class. Those not begotten from above
will never get a share in the heavenly blessing, but will
get an earthly blessing, if they get any. They will keep
their earthly nature and will in due time be made perfeet.
But those who are now invited to become the bride of
Christ are invited to join with him in sacrifice. Our Lord
sacrificed the earthly nature and its rights.  All those who
wish to belong to this bride class must saerifice the flesh,
the earthly nature, its rights, ete., that they may be sharers
with him in the heavenly, the divine nature.
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RETRIBUTIVE DISCIPLINE OF THE MILLENNIUM

So far as divine justice is concerned, God’s provision
is that all claims against mankind on the part of Justice
shall be settled and closed in the end of this Gospel age.
This is represented in the typical sin-atonement, the sat-
isfaction for sins. The antitypical Atonement Day wit-
nesses the saerifices of The Christ and the preparation of
those worthy to become members of his body. When Jus-
tice shall have accepted that satisfaction, it will elear the
books and deliver Adam and all his race from all responsi-
bility accruing from the violation of God’s law by the
eating of the forbidden fruit. The death of Jesus is the
satisfaction for the sins resulting from the original Adamie
sin.

But there have been other sins, flagrant wrongs, for
which Justice would demand retribution, sins against the
holv Spirit, against light. All of these are sins against
God, against righteousness. To illustrate, consider the
Lord’s experience: Tt may be that the rabble were not
responsible for the erucifixion of our Lord; but there were
individualg who had sufficieney of light to have done bet
ter. So from the days of Abecl to the present time some
have suffered gross injustice, and the cries of these viola-
tions of Justice appeal to God, just as the blood of Abel
cried out. The Scriptures show us how satisfaction will
he made also for these before the opening of the great
day of blessing, before the world is turned over fully into
the hands of the Mediator of the kingdom.

The satisfaction for these wilful sins is shown in the
pieture of the seapegoat. There we sce in type how the
““great company’’ will he caused to pass through tribula-
tion, which will have a good cffect upon themselves and
which will, at the samme time, be the means of squaring
up accounts for gross violations of Justice outside of Adamie
sin. The putting of the hands of the high priest upon the
head of the scapegoat pictures the placing of these sins
upon the ‘‘great company’’ class and the sending of them
into tribulation. These will pass through an experience
similar to that which our Lord foretold would eome upon
the Jewish nation, and which was literally fulfilled. Our
Lord states that those horrible sufferings at the end of the
Jewish age were to be a squaring up for sins against di-
vine justice—for various misdeeds of previous times. (Luke
11:49-51)  This will leave the world at the opening of the
Millennium without anyvthing against them on the books of
juslice,

THE DISCIPLINES ACCORDING TO PREVIOUS CHARACTER-
DEVELOPMENT

Then Justice will transfer the whole world of mankind
into the hands of Messiah, who will take them just as they
are. They will be in various conditions. Some will be
more depraved, others less depraved; some will be more
seared in their eonscienees and some less; and these defi-
cieneies of character will depend upon the way in which
each one accepted or rejected light and opportunity in the
present time. Those who knew not his will and did it not
will receive few stripes; those who knew hig will and did
it not will receive many stripes, because of previous hard-
ening of eharacter. Everybody will be required, eventually,
to come up to the full standard of divine requirements,
Those more depraved will have greater difficulty and those
less depraved will have less Aiffieulty and receive fewer
stripes in the eoming up to divine requirements.

In other words, every wrong deed, every wrong prin-
ciple acted upon, has an ecvil effeet upon character, as all

right doing brings blessing. So mankind, in proportion
as they have in this life obeyed or disobeyed privilege or
knowledge, enjoyed and understood, will be elevated or
degraded in charaecter when they enter the next age.

The Apostle says that God is not slack (slow) as men
count slackness, but is long-suffering and patient (2 Pet.
3:9); and ‘‘He knows how to reserve the ungodly until the
day of judgment to be punished.”” (2 Pet. 2:9) Again
we read, ‘‘Some men’s sing are open, going beforehand to
judgment, and others they follow after.”” (1 Tim. 5:24)
That is to say, there are people who do wrong and receive
promptly the punishment for their wrong course. Thus
they have opportunity of improving upon the past.

There are others who scem to do well, seem to prosper
in earthly things; their eves stand out with fatness; they
seem to go unheeded in their wrong course, down to the
very tomb. (Psa. 73:3-12) Will these eseape? We answer,
““No.”” In the day of judgment they will get their lesson.
In that day of trial they will have much more difficulty
than will those who have learned lessons from the tribula-
tions of the present life. A man who has praetised evil
will require severe discipline before he will learn that the
customs of the past will not be allowed. Since this new
order will be sueh that nothing will be allowed to hinder
it, his eourse in this life, therefore, will then receive retri-
bution, in the sense that it will be the result of his wrong
condition.

We all have noticed that some children have been born
with a mark that is very humiliating to them; and many
of these, by reason of having the lip of seorn turned to-
ward them, have thereby been made bumble-minded and
beautiful characters. On the other hand, spoiled children
who have had their own way have constituted saws and
files in the world and have made trouble for others. These,
not having learned lessons of self-control in the present
life, will be proportionately disadvantaged in the future,
and must then learn these lessons.

The question has been asked, Will the Decalogue be re-
vived in the Messianic kingdom? We see no reason why
it should not be made the law of the kingdom. There was
no fault to be found with the law, but with the weakness,
the inability of those who were under the law. The Ten
Commandments were not given to the chureh, but the spirit
of them 1is comprehended in the word love, which is the
law of the new ecreation. (Rom. 13:8-10) It would be
rather incongruous for the Lord to say to the chureh, Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not kill; for they would have
passed from every such condition of mind before they could
hecome his.

With the world, at the beginning of the new age, it
would be a law quite over their heads to say, You shall
love evervbody. They would need to have some simple
statements such as, Thou shalt have no other gods bhut
me; thou shalt not steal; thou shalt not murder; thou
shalt not bear false witness. The Deealogue is the very
best law for the world of mankind. We eannot improve
on the wisdom of the Law-Giver who gave this law to
Moses in the beginning. It will not surprise us, therefore,
if the Ten Commandments will be put upon the whole
world, just as thev were upon the Jews; and that mankind
will be shown that the spirit of the law is love; but that
they will come gradually to the understanding of this prin-
ciple; for at the beginning they would not have the proper
appreciation of the matter.

PROPHESY SMOOTH THINGS

Jeremiah 26.—AuGUST 6.
““The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall I fear?’’—Psa. 27:1.

Our last study related to the time of King .Josiah and
his reformation. At about that time the Prophet Jeremiah
began to speak in the name of the Lord. Josiah was sue-
ceeded by his son, who proved himself another bad son of a
good father. And, hy the way, we remark here that be-
tween the ages of twelve and eighteen would appear to
he the time when the majority of boys reach some mental
decision vespeeting the future which has muceh to do with
their after lives. So far as we remember, the majority of
notably great men have confessed to the reaching of de-
cision of eharacter during this period. Likewise it is said
that the majority of eriminals take their start in evil-doing
at this early age.

Tt has been remarked also that the disturbance in Russia
leading up to the Douma was largely the work of young
people, pupils in the higher schools, male and female. We
urge again upon parents and guardians the importance of

(219-220)

this period in human Jife and the wisdom of giving proper
care and counsel that the blossoming manhood and woman-
hood may be direccted in proper channels, that they may
hecome a blessing to themselves and all with whom they
come in contaet.
PROPHECY AGAINST JERUSALEM

Under the evil rule of King Jehoiakim, Jeremiah, under
the Lord’s guidance, foretold the coming destruetion of
the eity and temple. The effect of such a prophecy should
have led the people to self-examination, prayer and fast-
ing, and a full return to loyalty to God. But according to
Jeremiah’s account it was a time of great moral delin-
quency. He pictures a terrible condition of the people—a
prevalence of dishonesty, of slander, murder, adultery, false
swearing and open licentiousness.

The priests led the people in an angry attack upon the
Prophet. He was arrested, charged with speaking evil
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of his city, in declaring its forthcoming destruction. How
foolish!  Could merely the Prophet’s declaration bring the
thing to pass? And if he were the Lord’s prophet, could
their assault upon him turn aside the divine intention? But
the spirit of sin is not the spirit of a sound mind, as is
the Spirit of the Lord.

It is noteworthy that it was the priests and the false
prophets who, on this occasion, called for the death of a
true prophet. And alas! this has not infrequently been
the case. Nearly all the persecutions of Jesus and his
apostles and his followers throughout the age have come
from professed servants of God. What heart searching
this should bring to everyone of us lest, peradventure, we
should be similarly overtaken in a fault and ‘‘be found
fighting against God,”’ and should bring upon ourselves
severe condemnation. No doubt these religious teachers
twisted their reasoming faculties to such an extent that
they considered their course a just one—possibly they even
thought that it was love on their part for the people; or
perhaps they persuaded themselves that they were moved
in their persecution, not by hatred, envy, malice, but by
love for God. At all events, their course shows what an
easy matter self-deception is, and their mistake bids us
beware and scrutinize carefully our own conduect.

As Jeremiah told them of the time of trouble nearing,
so some of God’s people today are declaring that the
greatest time of trouble ever known in the world’s his-
tory is probably but a few years off—that it will mean
the most terrible anarchy, the only relief from which will
be the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom in power and
great glory. And there are some today so foolish as to
think that the trouble can be put off or avoided altogether
by silencing those who call attention to the Word of the
Lord. (Daniel 12:1) Let us not be found fighting against
God. He is mighty and will prevail] and all of his pur-
poses, he assures us, will surely be accomplished.

THE WATCH TOWER

(220-221)

Jeremiah impressed the jurors—the princes of his people.
He reaffirmed every word that he had uttered and declared
himself ready to die if need be; but he urged reformation.
The princes, more just than the priests and false prophets,
acquitted Jeremiah, although his words condemned them.
So it has been at various times in the history of the truth.
If it had not been for the moderation of the civil power,
many a reformer would have been put to death. Note, for
instance, Martin Luther’s protection by the Landgrave of
Hesse.

REFORMER ANTHONY COMSTOCK

So today. For years Mr. Anthony Comstock has been
fighting valiantly, almost single-handed, along the lines of
social purity. Realizing to what an extent vice is spread
by vile pictures and by vile literature, this man has given
much of his life to their suppression. How much good
he has accomplished no one in this life may ever know;
how many boys and girls have been shielded no one muay
know; but all the same a noble man has fought a noble
fight against impurity. Of course, such a man, or any man
who stands for truth and righteousness, is sure to have
enemies and malicious slanderers who would gladly sece
him dead. It is said that Mr. Comstock has effected the
destruction of many hundred pounds of vile, moral-poison
ing literature and many thousand pounds of electro-plate
matter prepared to print more.

All cannot be reformers and prophets of righteousness
to the same extent as Jeremiah, Luther and Comstock.
Every child of God, however, faithful to his consecration,
is a servant of righteousness and, proportionately, should
be a foe to sin in its every form. Such must be prepared
for the finger of scorn and the lip of sarecasm and slander.
Such may take to themselves our text and rejoice, saying,
“‘The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall I
fear!’’

DESTROYING

GOD’'S WORD

AUGUST 13.—Jeremiah 36.
¢¢The Word of our God shall stand forever.’’—Isa. 40:8.

The Prophet Jeremiah was shut up in prison. The dis-
aster upon the kingdom had, to some extent, awakened
the people to a slight repentance, in which the king joined,
yet it was a repentance from fear rather than heart re-
pentance. The king had enmity against Jeremiah because
the divine message came through him. He seems to have
hoped to restrain the Prophet from, further proclamation
of the coming trouble through fear. However, the Lord
directed the Prophet to write out all of his prophecies on
a scroll, after the ancient style, in columns. Jeremiah die-
tated and Baruch served him as amanuensis.

By the Lord’s dictation this book of Jeremiah was to
be read to all the people at the temple on the occasion of
a general gathering for worship and repentance. Since
the Prophet himself could not go, he directed Baruch, who
took the scroll and read it in the hearing of the people.
Its prophecies of dire disaster made a deep impression.
One of the princes of the people was present and heard
the reading and reported to others of the king’s counselors.
They sent for Baruch and had him read it before them all.
They, also, were deeply impressed and concluded that it
should be brought before the king. But, meantime, Baruch
and Jeremiah were hidden, the probability of the king’s
displeasure being great.

Hearing of the manuseript, the king was anxious to
have it read before him by a seribe. During the reading,
as two or three columns of the manuseript were read, the
king cut them off with a pen-knife and threw them into
the fire, until the entire manuseript was read and destroyed.
By the Lord’s direction Jeremiah dictated his prophecies
afresh, Baruch again acting as amanuensis, and this edi-
tion was made still more complete than the former. Amongst
other things it included the divine edict that none of Je-
hoiakim’s posterity should ever sit upon the throne of
David.

GOD’S WORD INDESTRUCTIEBLE

Thomas Paine, Voltaire and Ingersoll imagined that
they had made the Word of God to appear so ridiculous
that it would never more have influence amongst men.
Robert Tngersoll is quoted as having said: “‘In ten years
the Bible will not be read.”” How little the poor man
knew on the subject!

The frontispicece of a well.known Wyeliffe Bible pie-
tures Satan and others, religious and irreligious, blowing

with all their might to put out a light. In proportion as
they exhausted their energy the light burned the more
brightly.

The story is told respecting the Tyndale Bible which
illustrates the point we are making, namely, the impossi-
bility of extinguishing God’s Word. Tyndale, while at the
University of Cambridge, England, devoted much of his
life energy to the translation of the Bible. He remarked
to an opponent: ‘‘If God spare my life, ere many years I
shall cause a boy that driveth the plow to know more of
the Scriptures than thou dost.’”’

Tyndale’s project of publishing the Bible in the Eng-
lish language was so seriously opposed in England that
he removed to German cities, and in the year 1525 A. D.
his translation of the New Testament was issued. Copies
of it poured into England. The Bishop of London was
so opposed that he collected and burned as many copies as
he could at St. Paul’s Cross in London. Yet more copies
came. He could not destroy them. The Bishop colleeted
monies wherewith to buy up the whole edition. The pur
chase was entrusted to a merchant named Parkington, who
went to Germany and purchased the books.

Addressing Tyndale, he said: ¢‘William, I know thou
art a poor man and hast an heap of New Testaments and
books by thee, and I have now gotten a merchant which
with ready money will buy all thou hast.”’” Tyvndale in-
quired, ‘“Who is this merchant?’’ DMr. Parkington an-
swered, ‘“The Bishop of London.’’” ¢‘Oh!’’ said Tyndale,
‘‘that is because he will burn them.’’ ¢“Yes, he will,”’ said
Parkington. Tyndale was glad, because thus he could get
out of debt, and he said: ¢“The world will ery out against
the burning of God’s Word.”” The money from the same
enabled Tyndale to get out a new edition with errors cor-
rected and much better than the one that was burned.

BETTER INTERPRETATIONS OPPOSED

Although we have passed the day when any would at-
tempt to destroy the Bihle, we have not passed the day
of opposition to the truth. Satan would fain have the
people of God worship the book rather than study and
appreciate its contents. In conscquence, not a few are
opposing the light that is now shining from the Word of
God, disclosing to us the fact that much that came down
to us from the dark ages is as contrary to the Bible as to
reason. Many of the professed teachers of the church
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are heartily opposed to Bible study, although their opposi-
tion is advanced as cautiously as possible ‘‘for fear of the
people’’—for ‘“fear of the Jews.”’

The Seriptures from first to last give us {o understand
that God’s Word is to shine more and more brightly down
to the very end of this Gospel age. St. Peter declares it to
be the ‘“more sure Word of prophecy to which we do well
that we take heed as to a light shining in a dark place
until the day dawn.’’—2 Peter 1:19.

The Bishop of London opposed the Tyndale transla-

THE WATCH TOWER

BrookrLy~N, N, Y.

tion because the practices of the time were not in har-
mony with the Secriptures. Similarly today there are doe-
trines, traditions, creeds from the dark ages, still rever-
enced, and which a better understanding of the Bible would
correet and put to shame. Hence the opposition to the
better understanding of God’s Word. Nevertheless, the
Word of God shall stand forever, and the spirit of the truth
shall make free indced all the children of the truth.

“‘Truth, crushed to earth, shall rise again;

The eternal years of God are hers.”’

THE PROPRIETY OF FASTING

‘“When ye fast be not as the hypocrites, of a sad eountenance.’’—Matt. 6:16.

In our text our Lord is not expressing any disapproba-
tion of fasting; quite to the contrary, he is endorsing it
as a propricty. U'ndoubtedly it is better for the health to
fast somewhat at times rather than to eat to satisfaction.
The Master’s comment, according to the context, seems to
be based upon the improper conduet of the Pharisees. The
fasting was supposed to be good not only for physical
health, but also for mental and spiritual health. The Phari-
secs, professing to be very holy, made manifest their holi-
ness by fasting, subordinating the flesh that they might
be spiritually strengthened.

Our Lord does not dispute the propriety of such a course,
but it was the wrong spirit that he condemned. For when
the Pharisees fasted, many of them did it to be seen of
men, in order to secem holy and given over to spiritual
things. Hence our Lord’s suggestion that when his dis-
ciples fast they should not Dbe as the hypoerites, whose
fasting and long faces were to show men their piety. In
the same connection our Lord proecceds to say that when
his disciples fast they should do the very reverse; that
they should anoint their heads and be as cheerful as pos-
sible.

We can see the philosophy of this course. If their fast-
ing had brought them necarer to the heavenly Father, it
should have made them more gracious and luminous. It
should have had a happifying effect, which would have
shown itself in the countenance. The thing reprimanded,
then, was the hypoerisy of the Pharisces, who assumed a
sadness of ecountenance to be seen of men. They delighted
to have people say, ‘“What a holy man! He has fasted so
much! ITe is always thinking about holy things and, in
order to do this, he is even denying himself the necessities
of life. He is a very holy man!’”’

The followers of the Lord are to practice such fasting
as will be scen of the Loord and not of men. The Father,
who knows the heart, will appreeiate our efforts to draw
near to him and will grant our desire. But these things
should be hidden to the outside world and known only to
God; and the joy of the Lord should be manifest in the
countenance.

HOLINESS OF THE HEART NOT A MERE OUTWARD FORM

Our Lord’s frequent reference to the Pharisees, no
doubt, was in part owing to the fact that the Pharisees
were a very large and influential class; and in part be-
cause their name signified that they were the holy people.
Hence, when our Lord was teaching special obedience to
God, the question in the minds of the people would be, ‘‘Is
he not a Tharisce, and do not the Pharisces teach all these
things?’’

So it beeame mnecessary for our Lord Jesus to show
wherein some of these things that the Pharisees practised
were not proofs of their speeial nearness to God, and that
they were not leaders to holiness, but that it was very evi-
Jdent that many of the DPharisces were hypoeritical. Their

holiness had become a mere form; it had degenerated into a
custom—as the Seriptures say, a drawing near to the
Lord with their lips, while their hearts were far from him,
and thinking merely of the general attitude they had to-
ward the world, the people in general.

We remember that there were some very noble Phari-
sees—Nicodemus, and Joseph of Arimathea, who buried our
Lord, and St. Paul, who tells us that he was a Pharisee.
But evidently the greater part of them had made broad
their phylacteries and were more anxious in respect to what
men would think of them than what the Lord would think
of them. Perhaps some of the hypocrisies of the Pharisees
have been practised since by some in the monastic order,
where they wished to show their special separation from
the world by the wearing of a peculiar garb, by a special
cut of the hair, by seclusion, ete. There is danger along
this line in the observance of the Lenten season by some
of the Catholics, Episcopalians, Lutherans. But it may not
be hypocritical with all.

ABSTEMIOUSNESS SPECIALLY HELPFUL DURING LENT

In many respects it would be a very good thing for all
the Lord’s people to follow the Lenten custom of fasting,
doing so with as little outward demonstration as possible,
practising it as unto the Lord, without considering it a
thing to be mentioned, without attracting attention, but
merely as a privilege. The Lenten season comes at a time
when abstemiousness in food seems particularly appropriate.
As the cold of winter sharpens the appetite, in order to
the resistance of the lower temperature of that season,
so, in the spring, less carbon is necded, as there is not
so much cold to resist; hence it would scem advantageous
to practise fasting, more or less, in the Lenten season.

We have in mind the fact that the Lenten season rep-
resents the forty-day period of our Lord’s experiences just
preceding the crucifixion. We might enter sympathetically
into this matter and think of the trying experiences that
were upon the Master when he knew that he was drawing
near to the time of his death. As we try to think of him
it will enable us better to realize what a privilege it is to
endure hardship as good soldiers for the sake of his message.

Fasting is specially commendable to the Lord’s people
at times when they find themselves lacking in spirituality
and exposed to severe temptations from the world, the
flesh and the devil; for, by impoverishing the physical force
and vitality, it may assist the full-blooded and impulsive to
self-control in every direction. We 1may believe that a
majority of Christians would be helped by occasional fast-
ing—by a very plain diet, if not total abstinence, for a
season. But fastings to be seen and known of men, or to
be esteemed in our own minds as marks of piety on our
part, would be injurious indeed and would lead to spiritual
pride and hypocrisy, which would far outweigh any advan-
tage to us in the way of self-restraint.

GUIDED BY

GOD’S EYE

¢¢I will guide thee with mine eye.’’—Psa. 32:8.

The eye is one of the most important organs of the body
with whieh to give expression to the feelings. Either anger
or pleasure are usually expressed by this means. One
thought which we may take from the text is that one may
be so desirous of doing the divine will that he will be
continuallv on the alert to please, just as a dutiful child,
being on the alert to do the will of the parent, would look
at the parent’s eve, not waiting for the rod. So all of
God’s dear c¢hildren of the chureh should be looking unto
Jesus for the expression of the Father’s will concerning
them. They look to Jesus as the Author of their faith and
the one who shall be the Finisher of it. They look to him as
the great counselor and guide of life. As we sometimes sing:

£¢Oh, let no earth-born cloud arise
To hide thee from thy servant’s eyes!’’

Another thought is that as the eye is the symbol of wis-
dom, so God guides all things in wisdom. He sees to it
that his children receive the mnecessary counsel, the neces-
sary aid. Since he is the All-Wise One, nothing can eseape
his attention. Still another thought is that as we recog-
nize the divine purpose, the divine will, the divine out-
working of that will, we see that in the present time God
is not trying to save the world, but only ‘‘the called,’’
‘‘the elect,”” who are obedient in sacrifice. All who are
of the first-borns should seek to follow the same course as
God, to be co-workers with him.
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