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VIEWS FROM THE
THE DAY HAS NOT COME!
SAYS A RCHBISHOP IRELAND

The night of weeping is to give place to the morning of 
joy, says God’s Word.

Messiah is to establish his kingdom of peace and compel 
the abolition of war, so the Bible declares, and so both 
Catholics and Protestants agree.

Yet both Catholics and Protestants agree that Messiah’s 
kingdom was set up in power and great glory more than 
eighteen centuries ago. Why, then, has it failed of its mis­
sion? Can either Catholics or Protestants explain?

Hear Archbishop Ireland at Peoria, 111., on February 23, 
as follows:

“ Has the day come of such eminent prepotency of the 
principle of arbitration that a great nation, such as the 
United States of America, may safely turn all its swords 
into plow-shares and all its spears into sickles? No one 
will make the affirmation.

“ No, the day of assured and lasting international peace 
has not arrived, if  ever ambitions and pride of nations per­
mit it to arrive.

“ Today the nation that dismantles its ships of war and 
disbands its soldiers puts itself in danger of gross humilia­
tion, if  not fatal disaster. Today America is respected by 
its sister nations—it is respected because, also, it is feared.

“ Peace America invokes, but to be the more sure of 
peace America must be ready at a moment’s notice to sum­
mon to its defense an army and a navy to whom defeat is 
impossible. ’ ’

THE EXPLANATION
God’s kingdom, M essiah’s kingdom, was not set up eight­

een centuries or more ago. That is the mistake! It is not 
yet set up! The church was not commissioned to conquer 
the world and to reign as and for Christ during this time. 
Her commission was to “ make herself ready.”  (Rev. 
19:7.) She is to be her Lord’s mouthpiece in calling and 
instructing the elect, who, a t’the first resurrection, are to be 
“ changed”  to the “ divine nature,”  as St. Peter declares, 
and then will inherit with their Redeemer his Messianic 
kingdom, which will rule the world with a “ rod of iron”  for 
its blessing and uplift out of sin and selfishness.—2 Peter 
1:4.

Christendom (Catholic and Protestant) has labored under 
the huge mistake of supposing themselves authorized to rule 
the world. The attempt to live by their erroneous opinions 
deluged the world with the blood of religious “ holy wars”  
and cruel persecutions of each other and of the Jews.

It is time to awake to the fact that the Lord’s call now 
to his people is to show their loyalty by faith and obedience 
to the divine law of love, even unto self-sacrifice, even unto 
death. So the Apostle wrote, “ If we suffer with Christ, we 
shall also reign with him.” —Rom. 8:16, 17; 1 Cor. 6:2, 3.

The first resurrection, like the second coming of Christ, 
will be invisible, except a,s the glory and power of the 
Messianic kingdom will quickly follow. (1) A time of 
world-wide trouble. (2) A reign of righteousness world­
wide, the cessation of wars, etc., as promised in the Prophets.

Let us no longer deceive ourselves by speaking and think 
ing of civilized nations as kingdoms of God in any sense. 
Let us recognize them, Seripturally, as “  kingdoms of this 
world,”  Gentile kingdoms, permitted to hold sway until the 
time of Messiah’s kingdom—and no longer. (Daniel 2:44.) 
Let us not expect of these kingdoms the blessings promised 
only under Messiah’s kingdom. Let us, on the contrary, 
watch and pray for the kingdom of heaven and prepare our­
selves, and all who have the hearing ear, for our promised 
resurrection “ change;”  and let us leave all else to God. 
He is able and willing to work all things according to the 
counsel of his own will.

CHINA’S CRY TOR PITY
The intoxicating curse of China is opium. Half a century 

ago, China endeavored to control the situation and to exclude 
all foreign opium. But wealthy Englishmen were concerned, 
because they had largo interests in India, where the poppy, 
from which opium is made, grows profusely.

The result was a war, in which the heathen Chinese, not 
having up-to-date Christian (?) cannons and ships, lost 
heavily. Then the British fastened themselves on the 
Chinese, took control of a liberal piece of territory, and made 
a treaty, which the conquered Chinese wore forced to ac­
cept. That treaty stipulates the admission of opium into 
China. The Chinese cannot stop the traffic without pre­
cipitating war with the most powerful kingdom of Christ 
(?) on earth, so far as naval strength goes.

WATCH TOWER
Now, after years of suffering, the Chinese are becoming 

civilized, or Christianized (?), to the extent of adopting 
cannon, rapid-fire guns, a regular army, etc. They are about 
to establish a Parliamentary form of Government also, and 
are arranging to school the rising generation in the English 
language. It is said that vast orders for these new school­
books have been placed in the United States.

Now China realizes that opium is her great curse; she 
has passed laws against the growth of the poppy and the 
manufacture of opium. But she finds that the imports of 
opium amount to 5,000,000 pounds per year. She cries out 
again, as in the past, that this Great Kingdom of Christ (?) 
(Great Britain) will have mercy upon her and cease to insist 
on this curse being introduced to blight China morally and 
physically.

A MONSTER PETITION
The young men of heathen China have started a monster 

petition for the cessation of opium importation. The signa­
tures are to be 200,000, representing China’s 400,000,000 peo­
ple. It is to be addressed to his Majesty, King George, of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and Emperor of India and the 
Isles of the Sea and Head of the church of England—the 
mightiest kingdom of Christ (?) on earth.

The text of this appeal has already appeared in the 
New York Herald, February 17. It recounts that a previous 
appeal, of similar character, was made without avail to the 
K ing’s royal grandmother in 185S, when she was the repre­
sentative of this branch of Christ’s kingdom (?).

Is not all this very incongruous! very strange? What 
hypocrisy we have indulged in! How we all should be 
ashamed of it! Think of one of the chief nations of earth 
sending Bibles and missionaries to the heathen in one hand 
and rum and opium in the other! Is it any wonder that the 
heathen reject our two-faced overtures as best they are able? 
Is it any wonder that the “ common people”  of Great Brit­
tain are unable to take their religion seriously and are fa ll­
ing away from all church association—into infidelity?

It is no wonder! Let us get back to honesty and truth. 
Let us admit that Great Britain is one of the kingdoms of 
this world. Let us not charge the faults of our selfishness 
to God and to Christ’s kingdom. Let us stand for the best 
possible in worldly government and continue to pray for 
and to hope and wait for the Kingdom which is to come 
and to bring about the doing of God’s will on earth as it 
is done in heaven, according to the prayer of our dear Re­
deemer and Lord.

TO SHORTEN THE COMMANDMENTS
Advices from London note that the highest counsels 

of the church of England are considering the advisability 
of modifying and shortening the Ten Commandments—espe­
cially the second, fourth and tenth.

Those who admit that God gave those commands must 
be egotistic in the extreme to attempt to correct the Al­
mighty!

Those who disbelieve in the divine authorship of the 
commands would better repudiate them entirely and make 
new ones to their own pleasement and properly credited to 
their own wisdom.

God’s consecrated people, guided by his Word in the 
New Testament, realize that the law is just and good. But 
they see also that it was given to the Jew and not to the 
Christian “ new creatures in Christ.”

These latter are spirit-begotten and are under the law 
of the Spirit of Life in Christ—a superior law—a law which 
requires love to God supremely and love for our fellow-crea­
tures as for ourselves. This law of love includes all of the 
requirements of the Mosaic law and more.

I f  the Jew could not keep the Mosaic law, because of 
the hereditary weakness of his flesh, neither can the Chris­
tian “ new creature”  keep his still higher law for the same 
reason.

But God is not judging these “ new creatures”  as flesh 
beings, but as spirit beings. They are being judged accord­
ing to their minds, their hearts, their intentions. Thus “ the 
righteousness of the Law of God is fulfilled in us, who are 
walking, not after the flesh, but after the spirit.—Rom. 8:1.

CHURCH UNITY CONGRESS
Early in March a “ Church Unity Congress”  at Los 

Angeles, Cal., is recorded. Its principal speaker was Bishop 
Johnson (Episcopalian). His address, as reported in the 
Los Angeles Times, is interesting, and was as follows:—

“ We are addressing ourselves to a project which, until 
within very recent years, has been regarded as fanciful.
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We are about ta confer concerning the reunion of Christen­
dom, than which, a quarter of a century ago, no proposal was 
regarded as more chimerical. And yet we are doing this at 
the present time, conscious that the convictions of Christian 
men have within twenty-five years so changed that, to a 
large extent, they coincide with the judgment that has 
brought us together.

"U p until the early sixties, a fatal sense of security 
seemed to have blinded the Christian world to the inade­
quacy of the results attending the efforts of the churches.

"Suddenly the Christian world began to realize that pos­
sibly it had attained all the success it could expect to have, 
or deserve to have, under existing conditions. Christendom 
divided, even if it be into friendly camps (which was not 
always the case), was not a condition favorable to the 
largest and best fruitage in the Christian church. Therefore, 
it is now demanding that at least this one adverse condition 
shall be changed, so that the church at large shall be able to 
do work worthy of Jesus Christ our Lord and of the character 
which he expected the church to do.

"W ith such a cry ringing in our ears, you and I come to­
gether today and join in this conference, which, until the 
present time, has been deemed impracticable. I am glad 
to believe that should we get the ideal of what ought to be 
done clearly in our own minds, we could, in God’s own 
time, bring about such a reunion of Christian forces as would 
make the united churches really a tremendous power in the 
world for Gad.

' ‘ I am quite aware what this statement involves. I am 
prepared to say that I am, by conviction, committed to a 
policy which looks forward to its universal adoption, even 
to the obliteration of so-called denominational lines, and to 
a genuine effort so to re-relatc Christian forces that they 
may, with no overlapping or friction, plan as with one mind 
for the upbuilding of the kingdom of Christ in the world.

"Y es, it is a great thing that we are undertaking to do, 
and we, in our own time, may only be able to make our own 
generation believe that the conception is practicable.

"Some of our friends may say that wo have not done 
much, and that may be true, but will it not be fine when we 
do appear before the Judgment Seat, should we be com­
mended by God because wo have not allowed the Christian 
world, in the presence of fearful social and civic problems, 
to fail of its duty, without some wmrning on impending dis­
aster, duo to our dismal and pitiable divisions?

"W e recognize that a century may pass before the end 
shall be attained, but if you feel as I do, my brethren, you 
want to be ahead of your time.

WHAT HIS IDEAL IS NOT
" In  order to show what my ideal is, it has seemed well 

for mo to show what it is not. Frankly, my ideal leaves 
the federation idea far in the rear, and I say it with a pro­
found respect for federation. Eight here in this city we 
have shown what federation may accomplish, and if it has 
done nothing else, it has made this meeting possible.”  
[Groat applause.]

Bishop Johnson argued that, in case of federation, if 
the settled policy of any affiliated church was menaced by 
the action of the federation, the latter would be unable to 
carry out its policy. He declared that the towns and ham­
lets of Southern California arc overchurched, and that in 
the cities the churches are scattered about in a most un- 
statesinanlike manner. lie  argued that the uniting of forces 
would bring about bettet results at a much reduced cost and 
more effectively reach the people who need to be reached, 
but it would probably not be accepted by many of those 
affected by such a move.

"O f course,’’ said the bishop, "there is something seri­
ously wrong in this attitude, but it is the fact and we must 
face it. 1 am perfectly Satisfied, however, that the churches,

merely federated, will nut be able to deal effectively with 
the problem.

"You will see that I regard sectarianism not only as 
productive of evil, but as being evil and vicious in itself; 
that is, if the spirit of the greatest of the Apostles is any 
indication of the Master’s aim and purpose.

" I t  is my feeling that the time has come when we, as 
Christian leaders, ought to repreach the Pauline conception 
of the church. Of course, we will all find that there will be 
plenty of pieople in all of our congregations who are deter­
mined, at all cost, to be first, Episcopalians, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Baptists and C'ongregationalists, and I sup­
pose there always will be such, but I for one am praying that 
the time .shall come when the necessity for these names shall 
have passed away (applause); that the Christian wrorld will 
soon have formed a platform upon which every Christian 
may stand without any sense of loss, and with the satisfac­
tion of knowing that it includes every essential to salvation 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

THE FINAL CONCEPTION
Bishop Johnson’s widest conception of this United Apos­

tolic church is to be found in the following paragraph:—
"When a church regards herself a.s the enclosure for 

saints, rather than the refuge for those ‘called to be such,’ 
she is giving herself a character quite unlike and below that 
which Jesus had. If the church is the extension of the in­
carnation, then she must welcome to her companionship and 
fold the publicans and sinners who are fascinated by her 
Master’s message; she must so relate herself to them that 
she will neither suffer defilement nor have an unpleasant 
sense of contamination in such association, and they, on the 
other hand, must be led by association with her, to think 
of and to love noble things.

" In  a word, the church is to be the physician of the 
spiritually sick, and halt and blind, and yet the guide of 
the spiritually strong, courageous and biave, and for each 
in his own place and time, she is to luing a message of love 
and peace, so that she herself will ultimately liccome the 
.spotless bride of Christ.”

The speaker at great length pursued the discussion of the 
subject without attempting or desiring to enter into any 
of the details of the ideal church, lie  said:

"W e could most easily, while purring and smiling, en­
ter upon a conflict to secure an intellectual victory, that 
would widen and not bridge the breaches.”

In conclusion the Bishop stated that when every man 
was sure of himself in God; when there was no sense of pride 
and no desire for petty victory, then the thing could be 
accomplished.

The congress closed with a night session, at which Hr. 
Robert J. Burdette delivered an address on "The Church 
with an Alias,”  and Bishop W. M. Bell talked of "Christian 
Unity in the Foreign Field.”  A very large audience was 
present, and their delight was frequently expressed in laugh­
ter and applause.

A GERMAN ANTI-MILITARY CRITIC
Col. Gadke, a German military critic, has joined the 

chorus of civilization in protest against the huge waste of 
armies and navies. These armaments, he says, do not tend 
to preserve peace, but to menace peace; and, furthermore 
upon the eight great nations they impose an annual expendi­
ture of upward of $2,000,000,000.

The argument is not new. The figures add nothing to 
public information. Interest in them is due almost wholly 
to the source from which they come. German authorities 
have hitherto upheld the military spirit and maintained that 
a standing army is a standing benefit. An opposing voice 
from that quarter naturally compels attention.

In the course of events, however, it is fairly certain that 
German public sentiment will be forced into revolt against 
the Kaiser’s militarism. Tt is either that or bankruptcy.— 
New Tori' World.

To The F amily op God at B ethel— B rooklyn
As our vessel steamed out of New York harbor your good 

wishes and kind messages of love cheered us greatly. It was 
a pleasure to know that you regretted to have us leave, even 
for two months, but it was a pleasure also to know of your 
brotherly love toward God’s people beyond the sea in Great 
Britain and Scandinavia. We will remember to tell them of 
your interest in their welfare, and of your desire that God’s 
blessing might accompany us to the intent that our hasty visit 
might further spread the "good tidings”  and might further

deepen their knowledge and their zeal and assist them in mak­
ing their calling and their election sure in the kingdom.

We had a pleasant voyage—uneventful. The first two days 
the water was a little rough, and we had little difficulty in 
practicing Lenten self-denial. Brother Rutherford, Jr., served 
as our stenographer, and, under the Lord’s blessing, we were 
enabled to get out considerable work—answers to correspond­
ence and matter for The Watch Tower and newspapers.

We landed at Plymouth (my stenographer and myself). 
Brother Hriscoll, as representative of the Press Association,

THE GOOD TIDINGS ABROAD
NO. 1
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continued his journey, going direct to Vienna and beyond in 
preparation for our later coming.

The London Bible Students’ Ecclesia held a general meet­
ing the night of our arrival. It was a very happy occasion. 
Some excellent testimonies were given, and later we had the 
pleasure of a special meeting with the elders and deacons. As 
arrangements for the use of the London Tabernacle were not 
fully completed, Manchester was given our first Sunday in 
Great Britain. We arrived at Manchester Saturday evening 
and were met by representatives of the Bible Students there 
and had a good night’s rest in preparation for Sunday, 
March 19.

The Hippodrome had been secured. The morning meeting 
was for the interested only. It was well attended, quite a 
number coming from surrounding places. We had a season of 
spiritual refreshment. A testimony meeting preceded our ar­
rival, and our remarKS, which concluded the session, were in 
the nature of a testimony to the grace of God on our behalf, 
and respecting God’s blessing upon the work in general; of 
our constant endeavor to grow in grace, knowledge and love, 
and an exhortation that all of us continue so to do.

The afternoon meeting was semi-public—that is, it had 
not been particularly advertised. The audience was approxi­
mately a thousand. We had excellent attention. The subject 
was, "The Two Salvations, but no Second Chance.”  The 
evening meeting was also in the Hippodrome. The topic was, 
"The Judgment of the Great White Throne.”  The friends 
had evidently advertised it thoroughly, as the audience was 
a very intelligent one in appearance. The number was esti­
mated at thirty-two hundred, and it is said that hundreds were 
turned away. The aisles were crowded in a manner not per­
mitted by the Fire Departments in America. For two hours 
the immense audience gave closest attention, many of them 
standing during the entire session.

REMINDERS OF APOSTOLIC DAYS
The night train took us to London, and the next evening 

we were en route for the Continent. We went direct to 
Vienna. Some Jewish friends in New York had urged this 
course, suggesting that Vienna, Budapest, Cracow and Lem­
berg were great Jewish centers, and that in these cities many 
would be rejoiced to hear us respecting "Zionism in Prophecy.”

According to all outward appearances these Jewish meet­
ings were complete failures, but we are not so sure that they 
were such in reality, and from the Divine standpoint.

A Jewish Rabbi of New York, who there tried to do us 
injury, continued his efforts of opposition in Austro-Hungary, 
and with considerable success. He evidently was grieved that 
we taught the people respecting the prophecies of the Bible. 
He cabled at considerable expense a long message of mis­
representation, warning the Jews to beware of us—that we 
were a missionary.

A moderate-sized hall had been secured in Vienna and it 
was crowded. The audience was of average intelligence and 
appearance; about two-thirds of them appeared anxious to 
hear us, and the other one-third seemed determined that no 
one should hear us. From the very beginning of our address, 
from all over the hall, they shouted and screamed and some 
of them appeared possessed of demons. One would have 
thought that we had come to deprive them all of life and 
liberty, whereas our motive was purely benevolent and a desire 
to make them more happy—to tell them of God’s love, and that 
the wonderful prophecies to which they are heirs, will soon be 
fulfilled. Evidently the many and severe lessons which the 
poor Jews have learned under the hand of oppression and in­
justice have not profited them greatly. Of justice they seem 
to know nothing. They neither respected our rights as friends 
nor even as they should have done had we been foes, neither 
did they respect the rights of their more intelligent brethren, 
who were anxious to hear what we had to say, without com­
promising their own liberty.

We smiled upon them and motioned to them with our 
hands for order, but to no avail. Through our German inter­
preter, Brother Koetitz, we endeavored to speak a word or 
two to allay their fears, but to no purpose. They shouted 
and screamed and whistled and made Babel of the place. Sev­
eral seemed anxious to get their hands upon us, but a strong 
cordon of the more sensible ones formed a barricade around 
us. We had no fear, but those who knew our opponents better 
seemed quite fearful for us. Finding that we could accom­
plish nothing, we similingly waved our hand, indicating that 
we would give up the attempt, and left the platform. The 
same Jews opened the way before 11s and kept off any oppo­
nents and guided us out of the hall into which about six 
hundred were crowded. A number of young Jews followed 
to the hotel and questioned us until midnight and asked the 
privilege of coming the next day.

About fifteen came the next day and questioned further 
respecting the divine plan and of the share of the Jews therein, 
for about two hours. They informed us that after we had 
left the hall on the previous night, the Jews got into a serious 
wrangle among themselves. (1) An atheistic, anarchistic and 
Zionistic class, influenced by the cablegram of Rabbi Magnus, 
the self-appointed head of the self-appointed society of New 
York, which styles itself the Jewish Kehillah. (2) An ortho­
dox class, greatly excited, which joined with them in opposing 
us, believing the statement that our object was "m ission,”  
and evidently greatly in fear that we would undertake it. (3) 
More than half the audience, reasonable, intelligent and more 
civilized and sympathetic with Judaism and the Bible, but 
not sympathetic with the foolishness and superstition. This 
class was the one which was anxious to hear us. Our Jewish 
friends informed us that the three parties got into such a row 
after we left, that forty-six policemen came in and dispersed 
them. We presume that Rabbi Magnus and the New York 
Kehillah will feel very proud of their influence over the hood­
lum class of their people— the anarchists. False words may 
prosper for a time, but eventually the falsifiers will bo known 
and be disesteemed by all whose esteem is desirable. We 
arranged to have a large number of Yiddish papers circulated 
in the Jewish quarter of Vienna, so that those anxious to know 
respecting "Zionism in Prophecy”  might not bo hindered 
entirely by their insanely fearful brethren.

We had intended a Jewish meeting at Budapest, but the 
advance agent reported adversely. The Hungarian govern­
ment, as explained by one of the nobles, has long been trying 
to break down the lines of Judaism, and to have the Jews 
become Hungarians and become dead to any national hopes 
and promises. Evidently they have been successful to a con­
siderable degree. The prominent Jews showed little interest in 
Zionism and preferred that their more ignorant brethren should 
abandon all Zionistic hopes. Added to this no moderate 
priced hall was available in Budapest, and Brother Driscoll’s 
financial allowances would not permit the renting of such halls 
as were available.

At Cracow no meeting was held because of the Govern­
mental restrictions. It is on the border of Russia, and Rus­
sian usages prevail to a considerable degree. It would have 
required some resident to become responsible to the government 
in respect to the meeting and what should be said thereat, and 
no interest was manifested by the Jews or others to this 
extent.

At Lemberg the situation was similar, but as Brother Dris­
coll had about given up his endeavor, a Jew of some promi­
nence seemed to be Providentially sent forward. He took an 
active interest in the matter, signed the papers securing the 
government approval, etc. We had every reason to expect that 
the two meetings there, afternoon and evening, would prove 
very interesting to the Jews, who constitute about 28 per cent, 
of the entire population; but we had miscalculated. The mes­
sage from America to Vienna was forwarded to Lemberg. 
"Pastor Russell is a missionary and the greatest possible 
menace to our race,”  seems to have, been the substance of 
the message. As at Vienna, the Jews were of two parties— 
one party anxious to hear, the other determined that no one 
should hear. Again the opposing Jews acted like insane people 
—as though possessed of evil spirits. "They gnashed on us 
with their teeth,”  would pretty nearly fit the situation. We 
were reminded of Apostolic times. No meeting could be held. 
Again we smilingly yielded to the situation and bowed adieu 
to the audience. Some cheered us and some cheered our op­
ponents for having gained a victory over us. We withdrew.

We had determined not to attempt to address the evening 
service, and had sent a written note to this effect. In it we 
mentioned our interest in the Jews, assuring them that we were 
not endeavoring to proselyte them to Christianity; but that 
since the disorderly element was so large we declined to even 
appear to thrust ourselves on their attention.

Then a special message came from the hall to inform us 
that there was a large and intelligent audience waiting for 
us and that certain Jews had provided military police to keep 
order, and that we must surely come and give the address. 
We went, but the wild, fanatical, foolish and almost insane 
conduct of the afternoon was repeated. Again we smilingly 
bowed to the audience that we would give up any attempt to 
address them. In the ante-rooms prominent .Tpws apologized, 
one a banker, another a lawyer and it should be mentioned 
that a prominent Rabbi made an endeavor during the meeting 
to have order. Nevertheless the friendly Jews were so fearful 
that something would happen to us that we were taken from 
the hall by a back way to a waiting automobile. Three of 
our friends stuck to us until we took our train, nearly an hour 
past midnight. They at least did show us that all Jews are 
not fanatics and insane. Indeed, they had become our fast
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friends, and the fact that we took the matter so patiently, 
kindly and without bitterness towards our enemies, made them 
interested in opr message, and they requested reading matter—■ 
for themselves and some to circulate.

God alone knows what his providences may be in connec­
tion with these experiences. In our estimation, however, no 
higher compliment could possibly be paid to human tongue. 
Think of it! The Church of England Mission to the .Tews 
has had a regular station at Lemberg, we believe also in 
Vienna, for years, ably and expensively managed, but these 
have no terror for the .Tews. It was the coming of an Ameri­
can to speak for a few hours that threw them into such 
paroxysms of excitement, fear, dread of some wonderful be­
witching power which would attend his utterances and sweep 
off a large proportion of the Jews into Christianity in two 
hours. Eoor .Tews! We must acknowledge that we are un­
worthy of such a tribute. Quite probably, however, their ex­
citement on the subject may lead some to a deeper investiga­
tion than if they had heard us in a decent and orderly man­
ner, or, not desiring to hear, had properly stayed away from 
the meetings to which only those interested in “ Zionism in 
Prophecy ’ ’ wen' in any sense of the word invited.

BERLIN CHRISTIANS AND JEWS
Our next appointment was at Berlin. There we met a 

very interested company of believers in present truth, some 
of whom had come about two hundred miles. We addressed 
them for about half an hour following their testimony meet­
ing. Then came a general luncheon. The afternoon session 
was adapted to both Christians and Jews, but the topic seemed 
to bring an audience in which the Jews predominated—in all 
nearly a thousand.

Messages respecting us had been forwarded from Vienna, 
and there was manifested great fear lest we should convert 
them all in one short talk. It was surprising to us for two 
reasons: (1) Tt was in Gorlin, a city of modern thought, and 
(21 the leader of the opposition was a I)r. Loewe, a man of 
fine appearance. Those who did not believe in. the Bible should 
not have attended a meeting to which they were not invited, 
and if they came through any misunderstanding, justice would 
have demanded that they withdrew with as little disturbance 
as possible. It furnished a fresh illustration of how even in­
telligent people may be swayed by false words and prejudice. 
Our address hail not preceded very far until the Doctor and 
about 120 followers arose and retired to the rear of the room,

where they made demonstrations of opposition. We judged 
that they were Socialists and unbelievers, because their with­
drawal took place as soon as we began to refer to the prophecies 
of the Bible.

HOW STRANGE IT SEEMS!
How strange it seems that those who disregarded the 

promises made to Abraham, and who even question whether 
any such person ever existed, should pride themselves upon be­
longing to his family. How strange it seems to us that any 
who disregard the promises of the Scriptures should take any 
interest in the land of Palestine—the land of promise. Surely 
there is more desirable land to be found in many parts of the 
earth and much more accessible. Surely Zionism, without a 
religious basis, will never amount to anything.

The remainder of the audience, approximately eight 
hundred, remained and gave earnest attention as we set 
forth the interests, both to the Jews and Christians, of Zionism 
from the Biblical standpoint. At the conclusion of the service 
several .Tews came forward and requested opportunity to 
apologize publicly for the conduct of those who had withdrawn 
boisterously. They spoke in the highest terms of the address 
they had listened to, assured us of their appreciation, and that 
they wrore not used to hearing such words from Christians, and 
that their brethren who had withdrawn had surely done so 
under misapprehension. They inquired when we would address 
them again, assuring us of a great audience. When they 
learned that we would depart the same night, they expressed 
regret, but warmly urged us to come back at a future time.

On the whole, who can tell but that, even in Berlin, the 
results may have been better for those who heard than if  no 
prejudiced opposition had been manifested. We will leave the 
results with God. If the time has come for the Jews to 
hearken to their prophets, and for Zionism to take on a re­
ligious aspect, then it will be so. If  we are mistaken, if  God’s 
time for Zionism is not yet, nevertheless Zionism, in the 
broadest sense of the term, is the hope of the world as well 
as for Israel. Whenever it shall come to pass, the law will 
go forth from Mt. Zion, the spiritual seed of Abraham, the 
glorified church, the great Messiah, with Jesus as the Head; 
and the Word of the Lord will go forth from Jerusalem—■ 
through the natural seed of Abraham—through the ancient 
worthies, and so many other believing ones as will then asso­
ciate themselves with that nucleus of Messiah’s earthly king­
dom.

“CONSIDER HIM LEST YE BE WEARIED”
“ Consider him uho endured such contradiction, of sinners a

Heb.
To “ consider Him” seems to be to take note of, to have 

in mind, to reflect upon and not to easily forget how our 
Lord endured various trials and oppositions of sinners against 
himself. Tn our own experiences we have, as the Lord’s fol­
lowers, endured some opposition of sin and sinners against 
ourselves; but wo have not yet resisted unto blood. We 
have not yet passed through the trying experiences through 
which lie passed. When we remember that while wo are poor, 
imperfect, creatures like our neighbors, he was “ holy, harm­
less, undefiled,”  then it is good to reflect that he endured 
patiently the opposition of sinners. When trying experiences 
came to him, he did not consider them as being merely from 
the individual with whom they originated, but as being, on 
the other hand, under the supervision of the Father. If, 
therefore, the Father permitted such experiences to come to 
him, he was bound to prove his loyalty by patient endurance. 
As he said, “ The cup which my Father hath given me, shall 
I not drink it? ”—John 18:11.

So it is with us, Spiritual Israel, “ The Lord your God 
proveth you.”  (Dent. El:.'!.) In proportion as we are able 
to take our Lord's viewpoint in our experiences in life, we 
may be calm. If the Father permits trying experiences for 
our testing, or for the testing or proving of others, in ways 
we may not understand, it is for us to rejoice to have his 
will done. The poet has beautifully expressed this thought 
when he says: —

“ My times are in thy hands,
My God, I wish them there.”

I f  we faithfully endure to the end, the rev ard will be 
ours. If we prove our loyalty and keep our faith that God 
is supervising our affairs, and that no good things will be 
withheld from those who are walking uprightly, we shall some 
day hear his “ Well done, good and faithful servant.”

We know that our Lord endured physical opposition.

(ainst himself lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. ’ ' 
12:3.

But our English word “ contradiction”  properly translates 
the original, implying verbal contradiction of his words. As 
we consider our Lord’s case, we see that the people opposed 
him, not physically, but in his words, his teachings. It was 
left for the high priest and Sanhedrin and soldiers to do him 
physical violence and put him to death; and he could have 
resisted them if he had so chosen.

“ WHEN HE WAS REVILED, HE REVILED NOT AGAIN’’
The Apostle, therefore, seems to refer to the contradic­

tion of his words. This is implied by St. Peter, who says, 
“ When he was reviled, he reviled not again.”  (1 Pet. 2:23.) 
So when we consider the three and a half years of Christ’s 
ministry, we find that his doctrines were disputed, and that 
he was slandered. The Jews said that he had a demon; that 
he performed his miracles by the Prince of demons; that he 
was a blasphemer. These contradictions and oppositions on 
their part might have called out from him some very just, 
truthful statements, respecting them. He might have given 
them as good as he got, and better. He might have told 
them that the Devil was working with them, etc. His perfect 
power of language would have given him ability to more than 
cope with them. When they thought to entrap him in his 
words, he entrapped them in their words. But he reviled 
not. He did not render evil for evil, nor railing for railing. 
This, the Apostle shows, is the proper course.

But in the daily affairs of life, when people say all man­
ner of evil against us, when they revile 11s, it is natural to 
the fallen flesh to think of something evil to say in return. 
Thus these things become tests upon us. I f  we yield to such 
a spirit, we are following the course of the enemy and not 
that of the Lord.

“ Consider him who endured such contradiction of sin­
ners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds”  when attacked by the adversary—whoever may be 
his agents and whatever may be their missiles. Ho cannot 
harm but will only increase our reputation in the Lord’s
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sight, if we endure faithfully; and he can do no outward 
harm that God cannot overrule for the good of his cause 
—though that good may mean “ siftings”  of “ chaff”  and 
‘ ‘ tares ’ ’ from the ‘ ‘ wheat. ’ ’

Evil speaking, backbiting and slandering are strictly for­
bidden to God’s people as wholly contrary to his spirit of 
love, even if the evil thing bo true. As a preventive of any­
thing in the nature of slander, the Scriptures very carefully 
mark out only one way of redress of grievances.—Matt. 
18:15-17.
PROFESSED CHRISTIANS OFTEN WORST SCANDALMONGERS

Many, among even advanced Christians, seem to be utter­
ly in ignorance of this divine ruling, and hence professed 
Christians are often the most pronounced scandalmongers. 
Yet this is one of the few special, specific commandments 
given by our Lord; and considered in connection with the 
statement, “ Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I com­
mand you,”  the constant violation of this, our Lord’s com­
mand, proves that many are not far advanced in friendship 
—discipleship.

Let us look carefully at this rule, which if followed would 
prevent gossip, “ evil speaking,”  “ backbiting.”  See, as 
above cited, Matt. 18:15-17. Its first provision, for a con­
ference between the principals alone, implies candor on the 
part of the accuser, who thinks that he has suffered. It 
also implies his thinking no evil of the accused. They meet 
as “ brethren,”  each thinking his own course the right one, 
to discuss the matter; to see whether they can come to the 
same view. If they agree, all is well; the matter is settled; 
peace prevails; the threatened break has been averted, and 
no one is the wiser. In the great majority of cases, a frank, 
open discussion between the principals will bring about har­
mony. But both must be equally candid and governed by 
the Spflrit of the Lord.

Thus did our Lord guard his true disciples from the in­
sidious sin of slander, which leads onward to ether and 
grosser wrnrks of the flesh and the devil, and stops growth 
in the truth and its spirit of love. Let us also note that 
those who hear slanders and thus encourage slanderers in 
their course of wrongdoing, are partakers of their evil deeds; 
guilty partners in the violation of the Master’s commands. 
God’s true people should refuse to listen to slanders and 
should point the offender to the Lord’s Word and the only 
method therein authorized. Are we wiser than God? Ex­
perience teaches that we cannot trust to our own judgments 
and are on safe ground only when following the voice of 
the Shepherd implicitly.

WE SHOULD REFUSE TO HEAR GOSSIP AND SLANDER
If any brother or sister brings to you an evil report of 

others, stop him at once, kindly but firmly. “ Have no fel­
lowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reprove them.”  (Eph. 5:11.) Refuse to have any share
in this violation of the Master’s commands, which does great
mischief in the church. I f  the brother or sister be only a
“ babe” in spiritual matters, call attention to the Lord’s 
ruling on the subject. (Matt. 18:15; 1 Tim. 5:19.) I f  the 
conversation is not addressed to you but merely in your
hearing, promptly show your disapproval by withdrawing.

If, after having had his attention called to the Lord’s 
command on this subject, the slanderer still persists in “ evil 
speaking, ”  “  backbiting ’ ’ and telling you his ‘ ‘ evil-surmis- 
ings,”  reprove him more sharply, saying as you go, “ I can­
not, must not, hear you; for if  I did, I would be as crim­
inal in the matter as you are, violating the Lord’s command. 
And even if I were to hear your story I could not believe 
it; for the Christian who does not respect the Lord’s Word 
and follow his Plan for the redress of grievances, shows so 
little of the Lord’s spirit that his word cannot be trusted. 
He who twists and dodges the Lord’s words would not hesi­
tate to twist and misrepresent the words and deeds of fel­
low-disciples. ’ ’ Then withdraw fellowship from such until 
his error has been confessed with promises of reform. If 
to any extent you listen to such conversation, or express 
‘ ‘ sympathy ’ ’ with it or with the gossiper or slanderer, you 
are a partner in the sin and in all its consequences; and if  
a “ root of bitterness”  is thus developed, you are more than 
likely to be one of those “ defiled”  by it.—Heb. 12:15.

Be pure: maintain a conscience void of offense toward 
God and men. Begin with the heart; harbor no thoughts that 
in any sense of the word would be evil. To make sure of 
this, have Christ Jesus as your pattern, well and much be­
fore your mind. When evil is obtruded upon you, either from 
without or from within, lift up your heart in prayer to him 
for the grace promised in every time of need. Keep con­
stantly before you the prayer, “ Let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditations of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, 
0  Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer.” — Psa. 19:14.

LET US CULTIVATE APPRECIATION OF THE PRINCIPLES OF 
DIVINE LAW

While seeking to follow the various specific commands of 
Scripture, let us seek more and more to understand and come 
in sympathy with the principles which underlie the divine 
law. These will enable us to judge of the right and the 
wrong of such of our words, thoughts and acts as may not 
be particularly specified in the Lord’s Word. Indeed, as 
we come to understand and sympathize with the principles 
of divine law, to that extent we are getting the spirit of 
the divine Word. Note the testimony of the Psalmist on 
this point, ‘ ‘ 0  how love I thy law! it is my meditation all 
the day. Thou, through thy commandments, hast made me 
wiser than mine enemies, for they are ever with me. I have 
more understanding than all my teachers, for thy testimonies 
are my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, 
because I keep thy precepts. I have refrained my feet from 
every evil way, that I might keep thy Word. I have not de­
parted from thy judgments, for thou hast taught me. How 
sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey 
to my mouth! Through thy precepts I get understanding; 
therefore, I hate every false way. Tliy Word is a lamp unto 
my feet and a light unto my path.” —Psa. 119:97-105.

Shun a contentious and fault-finding disposition as con­
trary to the spirit, or disposition of Christ—contrary to love. 
A certain amount of combative courage is demanded in over­
coming the world, the flesh and the devil and their various 
snares. This fighting disposition may become a valuable aid 
to ourselves and to the Master’s cause if  rightly and wisely 
directed against sin, first in ourselves and secondly in others; 
if used for the Lord and his people and against Satan and 
all his powers of darkness and superstition. This, in the 
Scriptures, is called fighting the good fight, and we all should 
be gallant soldiers in this battle for right and truth, lovingly 
defending our Captain’s honor and his pieople’s liberties.
THE POWERS OF EVIL WOULD MAKE COMBATIVENESS A 

CHIEF VIRTUE
But such a good use of combativeness is not pleasing to 

the prince of this world, who will seek to pervert what he 
cannot directly use. Consequently, he attempts with some 
to make combativeness a chief virtue. He encourages them 
to fight everything and everybody; the brethren, more than 
the powers of darkness; nominal churchmen, more than the 
errors and ignorance which blind them and make them such. 
Indeed, his desire is to get us to “ fight against God.”

Let us be on our guard on this point. Let us, first of all, 
judge ourselves, lest we cast a stumbling-block before others; 
let us fight down in our own hearts the wrong spirit which 
seeks to make mountains out of trifles and disposes us to 
be captious and contentious over non-essentials. “ Greater 
is he that ruleth his own spirit than he that taketh a city. ’ ’ 
(Prov. 16:32.) Let us guard ourselves that our defense of 
the truth be, not from motives of self-glorification, but from 
love for the truth, love for the Lord, for his people, the 
brethren. I f  love be the impelling spirit, or motive, it will 
show itself accordingly in a loving, gentle, patient, humble 
course toward all the fellow-servants. Let us be “ gentle 
toward all.”  Let “ the sword of the Spirit, the Word of 
God,”  which is quick and powerful, do all the cutting.

Beware of all thoughts, feelings and conditions of heart 
directly or remotely connected with malice, envy, hatred, 
strife. Give these no place in your heart even for a moment; 
for they will surely do you great injury, aside from leading 
to the injury of others. Keep your heart, your will, your 
intentions and desires full of love toward God and all his 
creatures—the most fervent toward God, and proportionate­
ly toward all who have his spirit and walk in the way of his 
direction.

DO NOT TRUST TO CONSCIENCE ALONE
If conscience were a sufficient guide you would have no 

need of the Scriptures. The majority of people have as good 
as no conscience; for they are blind to the principles and 
laws of God given to guide conscience; and still worse off 
than these are those mentioned in 1 Tim. 4:2. Hence the 
imperative necessity for carefully heeding the Lord’s Word, 
and walking circumspectly according to its light.

We are not to faint in our minds nor become discouraged, 
feeling that so much has been said against us that we must 
give up the race. On the contrary, we are to feel assured 
like our Lord, that nothing can befall us except with the 
knowledge of the Father, who is working all things for our 
good. It was thus our Lord was prepared for his exaltation. 
So we, if  we are rightly exercised by our various experiences 
and follow as closely as possible the commands laid down 
for our guidance, will find that even revilings, slanders, op­
positions to righteousness, will work out blessings for 11s, as 
they did for our Lord.
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But how many become weary and are in danger of losing 
the prize because they fail to consider what the Lord faith­
fully endured of opposition! I f  such would consider that 
tire Lord, who was perfect, suffered in every sense unjustly 
for righteousness’ sake, and that their own conduct is im­
perfect, they would not be weary in well doing, but would

learn to fight and to “ endure hardness as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ;’’ they would continue to “ fight the good fight 
of faith. ’ ’

‘ ‘ We have not an High Priest which cannot be touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we [the church] are, yet without sin.’’

WHAT OUR LORD FEARED AND FROM WHAT HE WAS SAVED
[The first nine paragraphs of this article, as it originally appeared in issue of April 15, 1911, was reprinted from article 

entitled, “ Perfect Through Suffering,’ ’ published in issue of May 1, 1895. Please see the article named.
The remainder of the article appears below.]

“ Christ . . . was heard in that he feared.’’—Heb. 5:7.
We are glad that Jesu.s was not cold and stoical, but 

that he was full of warm, loving, tender feelings and sensi­
bilities; and that we, consequently, can realize his ability 
to sympathize with the most tender, the most delicate, 
tlie most refined, the most sensitive, more than could any 
other human being. He must have felt keenly the condi­
tions under which he had placed himself in laying down 
his life on our behalf; for the more perfect the organism, 
the more sensitive and high-strung are the feelings; the 
greater the capacity for joy, the greater the capacity for 
sorrow. Being absolutely perfect, our Lord must have been 
immeasurably more susceptible to the influence of pain 
than are others.
“ OFFERED UP STRONG CRYINGS AND TEARS TO HIM WHO 

WAS ABLE TO SAVE HIM”
Besides this, he knew that he had a perfect life, unfor­

feited, and realized that he was about to part with it. 
Others of the human family possess only a forfeited or 
condemned existence, and realize that they must part with 
this some time. It would, therefore, be a  very different 
matter for our Lord to lay down his life from that of any 
of his followers laying down theirs. If we let one hundred 
per cent represent perfect life, our Lord had the full one 
hundred per cent to lay down, while we, being more than 
ninety-nine one-hundredths dead through trespasses and 
sins and condemnation could, at most, have had but one 
hundredth part to lay down. A cold, stoical indifference 
to the loss of life, based upon knowledge that it could last 
but a short time longer at best, would, therefore, be a very 
different thing from the clear knowledge which our Lord 
had of the experience which he had with the Father “ be­
fore the world w as” ; and the realization that the life he 
was about to lay down was not forfeited through sin, but 
was his own voluntary sacrifice.

There can be no doubt that this thought of the extin­
guishment of life was an important factor in our Lord’s 
sorrow. The Apostle clearly intimates it in the words 
(Ileb. 5:7), “ Who in the days of his flesh . . . offered
up prayers and supplication, with strong cryings and tears, 
unto him who was able to save him from [out of] death, 
and was heard in [respect, to | that he feared’ ’—extinction. 
This thought brought with it another, viz., Had he done 
the Father’s will perfect’y? Could he claim, and would he 
receive the reward promised him—a resurrection from the 
dead?

Had he failed in any particular to come to the exact 
standard of perfection his death would have meant ex­
tinction; and although all men fear extinction, none could 
know the full depth and force of its meaning as could 
he who not only had the perfection of life, but had recol­
lection of his previous glory with his Father before the 
world was. For him the very thought of extinction would 
bring anguish, terror of soul. This thought seems not to 
have come to our Lord with the same force previously. It 
was this, therefore, that bore down upon him now so heav­
ily as an exceeding sorrow unto death. He saw himself 
about to suffer according to the Law as an evil-doer, and 
the question naturally arose, was he entirely blameless, 
and would the Heavenly Judge thoroughly acquit him whom 
so many were disposed to condemn?

“ COULD YE NOT WATCH WITH ME ONE HOUR?”
After praying he went to his three disciples, but found 

them asleep. Gently he reproved them, asking, “ Could ye 
not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, lest ye 
enter into temptation.’’ Then our Lord went away and 
used the same words in prayer; and again he prayed a 
third time, similarly. The matter was weighing upon his 
heart. Could he rely upon it now, that having sought to 
do the Father's will, having finished his course, he had 
done it acceptably? Could he have full assurance of faith 
that God would save him out of death by a resurrection?

In answrer to his petition a heavenly messenger was 
sent to comfort him, to reassure him, to strengthen him. 
We are not informed what message the angel brought, 
but we can see that it was a message of peace; that he 
brought assurance, not only that the Lord’s course had 
the Father’s approval, but that he would be brought again 
from the dead by a resurrection. These were quite suffi­
cient to give our Lord all the strength and courage neces­
sary for the ordeal before him; and from that moment 
onward we find him the coolest and calmest of the notable 
figures brought to our attention. When approached by 
Judas and his band, he was the most calm and self-pos­
sessed of all; when before the chief-priest, Caiaphas, he 
was the same; when before Pilate, the same, when crucified 
the same. He had found peace in the message that he 
was approved of the Father, and that all the gracious 
promises of glory, honor and immortality were his; and 
now he could pass through any ordeal, he could submit 
himself perfectly to his enemies.

SIN NOT WITH YOUR TONGUE
“ I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue; I will keep my mouth with a bridle while the wicked is before

me.’ ’—Psa. 39:1.
Our general thoughts have much to do with our language, 

our general conversation. Whoever, therefore, possesses a 
proper control of his heart will govern himself in every 
sense of the word. If our ways please the Lord, if  our ways 
are ways of righteousness, then out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth will speak to the edification of the 
hearer. The ways being right, the utterances will be right. 
People generally love themselves and avoid saying anything 
bitter, unkind, about themselves. But the man who hates 
his neighbors will have very little difficulty in saying some­
thing bitter or unkind of them.

Though the tongue is one of the most useful members, 
yet it is necessary to put a bridle, a restraint, a controlling 
influence upon it. With the tongue we may honor our 
God or we may blaspheme him. When in the presence 
of the wicked, we need to be still more on guard than

with the righteous; for with the former the tendencies 
and thoughts are toward evil. When with the wicked or 
in their presence we are in contact with a degrading in­
fluence. At such times, some of sympathetic disposition 
may find special difficulty in bridling their tongues; but 
it is better to do so than to speak of even good things 
to the wicked, as we would feel at liberty to do with the 
righteous. The Lord has suggested, “ Cast not your pearls 
before swine, . . . lest they turn again and rend you. ’ ’ 

Besides the evilly inclined of the world there is an­
other class Scripturally called the wicked; namely, people 
who have a knowledge of the Lord, but who take their 
stand in opposition to him. Judas was of this class. So 
there are about us those who are in an adverse attitude. 
None seem to be so cynical as those who have been par­
takers of the holy Spirit, but who have turned their backs
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upon “ the Way, the Truth and the L ife .”  Such seem to 
be more wicked than others in that they are in a more 
reprehensible attitude. No matter how careful we are, 
these will distort our words and assert that we have said 
something that we have not said.

The warning of the Scriptures is not against the tongue 
itself, but against the power we exercise against others 
by the u.se of our tongues. Probably every person of ex­
perience will fully agree with the statement that the tongue 
is potent in its influence beyond any other member of the 
body, for either good or evil.
THE TONGUE OFTEN A POWER FOR EVIL AMONG THE LORD’S

PEOPLE
As the bit in the horse’s mouth will control his strength; 

and as the small rudder of a vessel will direct its course; 
so the tongue, and the pen, its representative, may influ­
ence large numbers of people for good or ill. How im­
portant, therefore, is the tongue! And how much more 
frequently do we find it employed as an agency for evil 
than for good; to pull down rather than to build up the 
faith; to implant seeds of discord and discontent rather 
than those which will produce righteousness and peace! 
While this is specially true in the worldly, it is also true 
among God’s people; and each should remember that to some 
extent he is a teacher, and day by day is either forwarding 
or hindering the cause of truth, righteousness and peace.

In the unregenerate world the tongue is a “ fire”  caus­
ing no end of burning of wrath, envy, hatred, strife and 
everything that defiles the entire body, stimulating all the 
fallen passions and desires. No wonder the Apostle de­
clares that, figuratively, the tongue is set on fire of gehenna 
—the second death. Its burning tends to bring, not only its 
owner, but others to destruction.

As imperfect beings we may not always be perfect in 
word and deed. Despite our best endeavors, we sometimes 
err in word as well as in deed; yet the perfect mastery of 
our words and our ways is to be sought by vigilant and 
faithful effort. But, nevertheless, for every idle word we 
must give an account in this our day of judgment.

WE SHOULD DAILY RENDER OUR ACCOUNTS
If, in the daily scrutiny of our ways, which is the duty 

of every Christian, we discover that our words have in 
any way been dishonoring to the Lord, we should remem­
ber that ‘ ‘ If any man ,sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous”  (1 John 2:1); and in 
the name of our Advocate we may approach the throne 
of grace. There we may explain to our Heavenly Father 
our realization of our error, our deep regret at our failure 
to honor his name and his cause by a holy walk and con­
versation, and humbly request that the sin be not laid to 
our charge; but that it may be blotted out by his gracious 
provision for our cleansing, through Christ, humbly ac­
knowledging that in his precious blood is all our hope and 
trust.

Thus we should render up our account for every idle 
word; and by our words of repentance, supplemented by 
the merit of Christ applied by faith, shall we be acquitted. 
Otherwise, the idle words dishonoring to the Lord, will 
stand against ns and condemn us, and we shall be obliged 
to suffer the consequences. The first consequence will be 
self-injury, for every evil thought or word indulged hardens 
the character and inclines it the more toward unrighteous­
ness. The second consequence is that by setting a bad 
example to others we stir up evil in them. “ A soft answer 
turneth away wrath; but grievous words stir up anger.”  
(Prov. 13:1.) Thus, as the result of unwise or unkind words, 
we may stir up about us difficulties which will become 
agents of retributive Justice to teach us the lesson of self- 
control and consideration for the feelings and opinions of 
others.

It is often the case that the Lord (or the devil) is 
blamed for sending trials, which are simply the natural 
results of our own mistakes. Those who fail to locate the

root of the matter (in themselves) pray in vain for the 
Lord to remove miraculously what they themselves could 
obviate by obedience to the Word and vigorous self-dis­
cipline. “ If we would judge [and correct] ourselves, we 
should not be judged; but when wre are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord [largely by the experiences through 
which our own faults put us], that we should not be con­
demned with the world.” — 1 Cor. 11:31, 32.
THE TENDENCY OF FALLEN NATURE IS TO BLAME OTHERS 

RATHER THAN OURSELVES
But even should it be admitted that the difficulties are 

not directly caused by God or by the devil (“ Every man 
is tempted [tried] when he is drawn away by his own 
lusts [desires] and enticed” ), the natural tendency is to 
blame .someone else, and to think that our lack of patience, 
our hasty wTord or act, was the fault of another. How 
many deceive and encourage themselves with the thought, 
“ If everybody else had as reasonable and generous a na­
ture as I have, our family or church gathering or community 
would be a veritable heaven upon earth!”  Beloved, let us 
examine ourselves, let us be very humble lest the thoughts 
of self-congratulation and self-satisfaction which we may 
consider in our hearts, even if we do not utter them aloud, 
bring our condemnation.

“ If ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? 
For sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do 
good to them which do good to you, w’hat thank have 
ye [what merit is there in it ]? ”  (Luke 6:32, 33.) It is only 
when we “ endure grief, suffering wrongfully,”  that our 
suffering is acceptable to God as a sacrifice of sweet in­
cense. “ What glory i.s it if, when ye be buffeted for your 
faults, ye take it patiently? but if, when ye do well and 
suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable to God; 
for even hereunto were ye called.”  (1 Pet. 2:19-21.) Be­
loved, let us see to it that our sufferings are for righteous­
ness’ sake only, and let u.s not charge God or our neigh­
bors for tribulations resulting from the indulgence of our 
own inherited or cultivated faults.

In view of the fact that we now stand before the bar 
of Judgment, which, if we are truly the Lord’s people, 
we will endeavor more and more fully to realize, “ What 
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversa­
tion and godliness?”  (2 Pet. 3:11.) Godlikeness cer­
tainly cannot include any harmful gossip, any unclean or 
unholy conversation, any disloyal or rebellious words. Let 
us remember daily to settle our accounts with the Lord, 
to make sure that no record of idle words not repented 
of, and, consequently, unforgiven, stands against us. “ Let 
your conversation be as becometh the Gospel of Christ.”

HOLY THOUGHTS PRODUCE HOLY WORDS
“ Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are hon­

est, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if  there be 
any virtue and if  there be any praise, think on these 
things.”  (Phil. 1:27; 4:8.) Thus out of the good treas­
ure of the heart we shall speak the words of truth and 
soberness, and honor our Lord by a godly walk and con­
versation, subduing the tendencies of our fallen nature, 
and “ having our conversation hone.st among the Gentiles; 
that whereas they speak against you as evil-doers, they 
may, by your good works which they shall behold, glorify 
God in the day of visitation.” —1 Pet. 2:12.

If daily we render up our accounts to God and seek 
his grace for greater overcoming power with each suc­
ceeding day, we shall be acquitted in judgment and stand 
approved before God, through Christ, having the testi­
mony of hi.s Holy Spirit with our spirits that we are pleas­
ing and acceptable to him. So, dear brethren, let us “ take 
heed to our ways, that we sin not with our tongues.”  (Psa. 
39:1.) There is nothing that is of so powerful an influ­
ence as the tongue. The influence of a good word, a good 
thought, may become world-wide; an evil thought, an evil 
word may also extend its influence to the end of the world.

MAHANAIM—TWO HOSTS
The mountain horizon was burning with light;
On its brow stood the Syrian, in glory and might; 
Proud waved to the sunset the banner’s rich fold: 
Proud blazed the gemmed turbans, and corselets of gold. 
And loud rose the taunt of the infidel’s tongue:

“ ITo! Israelite slaves,
This night sees your graves;

And first from your walls shall Elisha be flung! ”

At the word stooped a cloud from the crown of the sky!
In its splendors the sun seemed to vanish and die.
From its depths poured a host upon mountain and plain; 
There was seen the starred helm, and the sky-tinctured vane, 
And the armor of fire, and the seraph’s bright wing;

But no eyeball dared gaze 
On the pomp of the blaze,

As their banner unfolded the name of their King!
[4805]
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