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two sons and three other members of the family. Our eyes
filled as we watched a mother wipe away her tears before she
could properly see to help her daughter out of the water. It
is good to see many for whom there has been long waiting
coming into the light of the Lord and into the fellowship; and
it is wonderful to behold the ease with which they lay hold
upon the deep things of the Lord. Of course, the truth is
ever becoming plainer and there are more to help, but it is
wonderful all the same. It is the Lord’s doings.

When we were about to part a Brother suggested a mes-
sage be sent to Brother Russell, and all the congregation stood
while this message was read—*“I thank my God, making men-
tion of thee always in my prayers, hearing of thy love and
faith, which thou hast towards the Lord Jesus and towards
all saints; that the communications of thy faith may become
effectual hy the acknowledgment of every good thing which
is in you in Christ Jesus. For we have great joy and con-
solation in thy love, because the bowels of the saints are re-
freshed by thee, brother.”—Philemon 4-7.

Praying the Lord’s blessing upon your lahors, and that the
joy of the Lord may be your strength in the strenuous labors
of the Harvest Work,

I am your brother in his grace,
J. HEMERY,—London.

A WORD FROM AUSTRALIA
DeAr Broturr RUSSELL:—

Here in Melbourne the position does not show any change
from what has bcen previously reported. We count about
thirty thut attend the meetings and several who, through in-
firmity. cannot attend, but are among the most faithful all the
same. 1 believe that there is good progress among the friends
that meet with us; I feel that almost all are truly conse-
crated. Our Thursday night study on ‘“The New Creation”
is a feast; I think it is the best mecting we have. . . .

We have just bad an interesting case of a man who, after
belonging to the Salvation Army, Seventh Day Adventists,
ete.. had become agnostic, at the same time being possessed
of the spirits. He got Vol. 1 and that made the spirits mad
at him; they would not give bim rest while he tried to read.
But he had got enough of the volume to be sure that it was
right and foucht hard. e came to us for advice, and thought
that we <hould exorcise the spirits. While he talked with us
they shook him up in a terrible way bodily. We told him
that we did not have authority to command them to come
out, but telt sure that if he was really determined to be the
Lord’s and to make a consecration of everything to him, that
the Lord would deliver him. After prayer several times and
much distress on his part, they finally laid him out on the
office floor. He gained the victory in appealing to the Lord
and was made free; he has never been bothered with the spirits
since. e has told us that his boy also would continually
waken up at nights sereaming and saying that he could sce
things and that they were after him. Dut now that the father
is free the boy sleeps all right, as though the spirits were
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operating through the father in order to torment the son. .
With Christian love, R. E. B. NICHOLSON.

TRUTH LITERATURE FOR THE BLIND
My DEARLY BELOVED PASTOR:—

Although your time is so much taken up, yet I beg a few
minutes to present a little in regard to the work for the blind,
the spiritual eyes of some of whom are being opened to see
the grand and glorious truth.

The work has been going on steadily, and, by the Lord’s
grace, I have been enabled to help quite a number to reading
matter in the English braille type. I have also been able to
cget out two or three tracts in the American braille, and a
few in the New York point system, thus endeavoring to ac-
commodate all classes of the blind. These different systems
are used by blind people in different parts of the country.
We have Volume 1 in the English braille, and this has done
good work, but it has not reached all who would like to read
1t, for I have had a number of calls from those who felt they
could not learn a new system.

I want to give you one instance of the loving zeal of a
blind sister in Canada. So anxious was she to do something
to help scatter the truth abroad that she wrote me asking
permission to re-write from the English braille into New York
point some of the tracts that I had sent her. She has sent
me three tracts already. Others also are doing good work in
copying, both blind and seeing; and so, under the Lord’s
guidance, the work goes on.

I know the time is short for you to receive this and send
me an answer, but 1 have written as soon as I could ascer-
tain that I could get the work done. I hope I may get just
a word from you which will enable me to push on, feeling
that the Society will stand back of me financially.

And now, wishing yvou God’s richest blessing on all your
work, and assuring you of my continued prayers in your be-
half. T am,

Yours with Christian love, F. B. GouLp.
BELOVED PASTOR:—

Quite recently we learned that you are pleased to receive a
note when one has taken the vow of consecration to the Lord.

We take the opportunity your visit affords of mnotifying
you that my wife and myself registered the vow about May
30, 1910.

It was a step that seemed to require a deal of considera-
tion, but from the other side of the Vow (after having taken
it) it was as plain as possible.

You can understand how great has been our blessed ex-
periences since that stand was taken.

We are conscious that the keynote of all experience in
Christ is love chiefly, and we are glad to say that that gift
is growing more and more in us.

We are consuming the food you are privileged to supply to
us and believe we are daily being strengthened to sacrifice
more to the Lord, through our dear Savior and the Truth.

Your loving brother and servant in the Lord,

ARTHUR KNIGHT,
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The nearer we cet to the grand consummation of our hopes,
the more <wiftly do the years o by, and the more interesting
and meaningful do they become to us. If we realize our hopes,
four more years will see the “elect” little flock of God all gath-
ered; and the world’s time of trouble begun, in which brethren
of the “great company” will share and wash their robes in the
blood of the Lamb. TIs it any wonder that we all feel a fer-
vency of zeal? Surely not!

We admit, as we have always done, that “We walk by faith
and not by sight—that our chronology is not indisputable—
that our opinion of it is fallible—that it is not clear to us just
how all of the “little floek™ ean pass into death so speedily!
Nevertheless, we rejoice in faith and love and zeal. And this
year’s report shows that the dear friends everywhere are of one
mind and of one heart on the subject. They have accomplished
this year exploits in the publishing of the truth which put all
other years in the shade in many particulars,

The sentiment of all seems to accord with our own—that
the chronology (and the prophetic times and seasons which so
wonderfully interlock with it and seem to prove it) has brought
great joy and refreshment, even if later on it should appear that

we have not located the end of the Times of the Gentiles exactly.
Their end is surely near, if not on October 1st, 1914, as we still
believe,

At any rate, even if we were in the same “outer darkness™
as the world on subjects chronological, have we not more than
all others to rejoice us in respect to The Divine Plan of the
Ages? We surely have the only satisfying portion we know of,
anywhere.

“It satisfies our longings
As nothing else could do.”

This satisfaction, and the joy and peace and rest and zeal
which accompany it. are reflected in our Report of the past
year’s work. The dear friends have not only contributed more
than ever to the funds which make the wheels of the work move,
but they have also been more energetic than ever before in the
distribution of the Volunteer literature and in encouraging
the Newspaper work.

Only in the colporteuring of the SCRIPTURE STUDIES are we
disappointed. The circulation of these “Bible Keys,” as some
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term them. has lagged. Let us watch, pray and labor for more
wisdom and blessing for the year 1911. The people are more
open-minded than ever before, and seemingly more willing to
read. This branch of the service has been specially blessed and
used of the Lord hitherto, and we must not let it lag by reason
of any inattention on our part. Any of the dear colporteurs
who may think that they see the reason of the decline, the
President of the Society will be glad to hear from re the matter.

CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT

LETTERS AND CaRDS RECEIVED (BROOKLYN), 112,085.
LerTers AND CArDS SENT OuT (BROOKLYN), 144,311.

We are glad to hear from our numerous readers frequently.
We consider our wonderful mail service a Godgiven blessing,
and desire to use it more and more in the harvest work. How-
ever, we do not pretend to answer all letters, but only such as
require an answer.

Many delightful letters thus go unanswered. Some of these
tell of having taken “The Vow,” and the great blessings since
experienced. Others recite family history covering years and
pages. some curious and some interesting. Others tell us the
Plan of God, presumably that we may know that they compre-
hend it as we do, or to emphasize some point of difference. We
are glad to have the dear WarcH TowERr readers thus unbosom
themselves. It does them good as well as us. But we do not
reply to such letters.

We reply to letters needing replies—to questions, etc. And
many of our replies are brief, referring the questioner to the
SCRIPTURE STUDIES volumes, or to back issues of THE WATCH
TowER, hecause these answer more thoroughly than could a
letter of remarkable length. But continue to write us of your
interest in the Truth and your love and prayers, even though
vou get no reply. And when you send questions, number them
and write them on a separate page or sheet.

PILGRIM SERVICE IN UNITED STATES AND CANADA

Number engaged in Pilgrim service...... 57
Number of miles traveled............... 477.247
Number of cities visited by Pilgrims..... 3.521
Number of public meetings held......... 3,297
Number of parlor meetings held......... 7,416

This department of the harvest work continues to demon-
strate its worth to the household of faith. Our readers will be
interested in the below summary.

Durine the past six months we have added a new feature,
with exerllent success. It combines an increased public service
for the pilerims and at the same time increases the volunteer
work, in which all may engage. Tt is as follows:

Sunday appointments for the traveling pilgrims are given
preferably to those cities whose classes have signified their
desire and ability to =ecure fine auditoriums and to advertise
the service thoroughly. To such we send special issues of the
Peorrrs PULrlr, bearing the announcement on the last page, for
free cirenlation—sufficient for the city. We also send window-
cards (requiring but little printing).

The result has been much larger public meetings by several
of the pilgrims and additional millions of copies of PEropLES
Puiprrs circulated.  YWe commend the plan to all the classes
located in large cities,

To ascertain the quality of PropLEs PULPITS necessary to
put one copy in the home of every English-speaking family per-
plexes some.  Decide thus: Ascertain approximately the num-
ber of Tnplish speaking population and divide that number hy
five. The result will be the number necessary to supply every
family.

THE WATCH TOWER

We published 30,000 WaTcH TOWERS every issue—occasion-
ally more. Some of these went out as “sample copies.” Quite
a large number went to ‘“4he Lord’s Poor”—paid for out of a
special fund. Altogether. we reckon that the profit on THE
Warerr Towrr just ahout offsets the vearly loss on SCRIPTURE
STupies. sold mostly to eolporteurs. and at a loss—counting
foreion translations and “bad” accounts.

Some of our old readers have taken offense that their names
were stricken from our lists. We again assure them that thevy
are welcome to this journal so long as it is published—regard-
less of the subseription fee. But they must ask for it. Either
ask it free. paid for from the special fund, or ask it on credit,
payable at convenience: even if that chould mean never. If you
never pay for it vou will have it free. We are anxious that
our lists contain the names of all in sympathy with Tar Wartcu
TowFrRr’s teachings,

We explain again that hecause our Government carries news-
papers at such a verv cheap rate, it now exercizses a careful
inspection of the lists of all publications to insure that no
names continue on newspaper lists long after expiration.
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We still feel that our list of WarcH TowkR subscribers but
poorly represents the total number of the interested. We ask
the aid of all our readers to the desired end. All who feel
profited by the reading of THr Warcu ToWER are requested to
recommend it to others who have read the STupIEs, explaining
to them our very liberal terms and our desire that it go to all
the brethren regularly.

‘‘SCRIPTURE STUDIES'’ AND BOOKLETS

SCRIPTURE STUDIES put into circulation 600,157
MANNAS oottt e e et aee e 21,000
Booklets .......c.o it 25,000

This is a great showing, even though it does not in every
feature exceed the records of 1908 and 1909. The figures in-
clude those of Great Britain.

We take this opportunity to remark that the circulation of
the MANNA appears to be second only to the SrupIts in benefi-
cial effects. One colporteur followed his canvass for STUDIES
with the HEAVENLY MaNNA. He sold these where he had failed
to sell STupiEs. Some months after he again canvassed with
Stupies. He was agreeably surprised that nearly all who had
purchased the MANNA were ready and anxious for STUDIES.
They asked, eagerly, “Are those hooks from the pen which wrote
the MANNA comments? Is so we want them!” Surely no more
desirable Christmas gifts could be found than STUDIIES, MANNA,
TeE WatcH Tower and the Dracrorr. Every gift should rep-
resent the giver, either as his handiwork or as expressing his
sentiments—is our suggestion to friends of the Truth.

FREE LITERATURE CIRCULATED

Our tract work goes on amazingly. By it all of the Lord’s
people, poor or rich, have opportunity for service. They are
realizing this more and more. As their consecration and zeal
deepen they send us money for the printing and assist in the
circulation. Hence the astounding report of this year, the like
of which no one ever dreamed of. \We presume it safe to say
that no other organization ever put out one-tenth this amount
of free literature in a year, although some have dollars to our
pennies. )

We trust that nearly every reader of this report can say
to himself, as he reads the summary below, “God blessed me
with the opportunity to share in this branch of the harvest
work, and T used it as a blessed privilege. I have had an active
share in this labor of love. I invested a portion of my ‘talent’
thus instead of hiding it in the earth—in pleasure of business
or cares of this life.”

Let any who have had a hand in this blessed service be on
the lookout how they may double the use of their talent next
vear—extending their labors to mearhy towns not yet served.
‘And et such as have not vet taken a hand in the work resolve
that they will not miss the golden opportunity next year. We
doubt not the Lord will supply the financial means. We start
the new vear with faith that he will. with a firm helief that a
great work is yet to be accomplished. that the Lord still has
“‘much people” in Babylon to whom he would have us carry the
good tidings which have so blessed us.

Propres PULPIT proves itself more attractive for tract-work
than any other we have ever used. It is more dignified than
any other. both for distributors and readers.

Total picces of Englich literature, tracts, chiefly
ProprLrs PULPIT, given free in Ameriea and Great
Britain ........ ... .. oo oL 20,797,165

This, represented in ordinary traet pages, would
mean in pages............ ......... 350.957.360

These ficures are so great that but few can comprehend their
significance.

‘‘PEOPLES PULPIT’’ IN OTHER LANGUAGES

Circulated free in United States. Canada and Mexieo.

Swedish Copies....210.500 Pages. .  3.368,000
Spanish €. 32,000 “ .. 512,000
Polish ..., 80,000 “ .1.980.000
Hungarian ¢ ... 38.000 “ 608.000
German « .. 5.000 € 80.000
Greek “ oL 21,000 « 176,000
Ttalian “ .. 53300 ” 856.000

Total........ 440.000 6.880,000

THE NEWSPAPER WORK

Our friends and our foes are alike astounded at the success
which the Lord has granted to the work of newspaper evange-
lization. More than a thousand papers in the United States
and Canada are now publishing our sermons and Bible Studies
weekly. The circulation of these papers varies from 2.500 to
300,000 per issue. The syndicate handling the matter assure us
that thus these weckly presentations of the Truth enter at least
ten million homes.

[4727]



(389-393)

And more and more they are being read. Hundreds of let-
ters tell us of this, and the Colporteurs are finding that they
gell the STupIFs the more readily by telling that they are from
the same source as the sermons.

‘‘DIE STIMME’’ TO THE JEWS

God’s Message to the Jews is being heard the world around.
Not only were several of our sermons to the Jews published to
the extent of 107.600 copies in Jewish papers in the English
language, but in 655,000 copies of the Yiddish papers hesides
325,000 copies of “Die Stimme.” These have been republished,
we learn, in Russia and elsewhere. True, there was some oppo-
gition, but this, we believe, led the Jews to take more careful
notice of the Message.

It is not our expectation that the Jews will become Chris-
tians now. It will be after they shall have returned to Pales-
tine and the spirit of prayer and supplication shall have been
poured on them, that they will “look upon him whom they
pierced.” Our message is to comfort them and to turn their
eyes toward Palestine and to their glorious promises centering
there. The Scriptures seem to imply that the “great company”
will have the honor and privilege of leading them to recognize
Jesus as Messiah, during the time of trouble.

OUR FINANCIAL SHOWING

Having in mind the foregoing work it might be expected
that millions of money had been expended in order {o its ac-
complishment. But. dear friends, economy is associated with
every part of the work. No salaries are paid—metely moderate
expenses, Yot we are all comfortable and very thankful and
happy.
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Expended for above work in America
Expended elsewhere:
In Great Britain.............$%

$139,743.80

7,965.55

In Germany ................. 3.673.27
In Australasia ............... 487.06
In India .................... 522.37
In S, Africa.................. 1,438.62
In Sweden ................... 1,675.82
In Norway and Denmark...... 3.494.58
In Jamaica .................. 935.29
In France, Italy and Swiss.... 295.73
In Greece ................... 306.45
In Mexico ............... 50.50

20.935.24

Total expenditure.. .. $160.679.04
Receipts:

Balance from 1909... .... .. 8 071838
Good Hopes, Tract Fund. ete 130,658.72

— 148,777.10

$ 11.901.94

This is close for the extent of the work, and if other “Good
Hopes” be realized this balance will be wiped out before Jan-
uary, 1911.

We congratulate all of our dear co-laborers and praise God
for the privileges thus represented.

Very truly your servant in the Lord,
C. T. RUSSELL, President.

Shortage

PERILOUS TIMES AT HAND

[This article was a reprint of that which appeared in issucof September, 1851, which please <o}

THE DIFFERENT FORMS OF EVILS

“Abstain from every form of evil.”—1 Thess. 5:22,

In the Revised Version the word appearanre ig rendered
form—*“ahstain from every form of evil.” Evils have different
forms. Sometimes they are crude and repulsive forms; some-
times they are attractive forms. No matter what the form, if
we know the thing to be evil. sinful, injurious. either to our-
selves or to others, we are to abstain from it. The Apostle has
enumerated some of these forms of evil, namely, “Adultery,
fornication, uncleanuess. lasciviousness. idolatry, witcheraft,
hatred, variance. emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies.
envying, murders, drunkenness revelings and such like of the
which T have told you bhefore, that they that do such things
shall not inherit t{he kinedom of God.,” (Gal. 5:19-21) He
says that these are the works of the flesh and that they are
manifest.

To Christiana these forms of evil must be very repulsive,
because to he a Christian at all. one must have the new mind.
And the new mind, in proportion as it is developed, will cleave
to that which is good. We are to remember, however, the
Seriptural admonition that all of these grosser evils have, for
the Christian. a1 more refined form, as, for instance. when cur
Lord declared that “Me that hateth his brother is a murderer.”
This is quite a fine line of distinetion that applies to the Chris-
tian.  We ean see that that spirit in a Christian which would
content. iteelf with hating. instead of killing a brother would
be a very evil condition for the heart and would mean death
to the new ecreature,

Our Lord defies adultery as not merely the outward act. but
also the having of an adulterous feeling in the heart—the hav-
ing of a purpoese or willingness in the heart. Hence the new
creature, {aking thix standpoint. should he earnest and zealous
to guard his heart. And so with covetousness, It is covetous
to he discontented with what we have and desirous of obtaining
what others have, This i one form of selfichness. and the spirit
of selfish desires is evil.  Tn fact, we might say that every form
of evil, g0 far as we can discern. is a form of selfishness. XNo
evil thing that we can think of in humanity would he apart
from selfishness—the desire to have something, to be something.
These things, leading on to their culmination. would mean a
desire to be a usurper of power—to grasp’things that are not
our own—an improper condition of lust for power, lust for
wealth, etc.

ACTIONS, WORDS AND THOUGHTS

Evils may be summed up into three forms-—actions. words
and thoughts. Evil actions are those which would be easily
discerned hy others. Evil words might not be quite so mani-
fest. Evil thoughts, along any of the lines referred to by the
Apostle, or along any other lines, are injurious, sinful, and

shoul? be abstained from. If, by reason of the weaknesses we
have inherited and which belong to our mortal body. we be not
fully able to master thege evil propensities. we must show God
that we are siriving against them to the best of our ability.
And as to what is the ahility of each, is for himself and God to
determine.

We should abstain not only from the evil things, hut we
should also seek to abstain from every appearance of evil. We
should abstain. so far as possible, from doing things that we
know to be good, if our friends or neighbors might misunder-
stand and consider these things to be evil. In order that our
influence for the truth may be the greater. we should aveid, not
only evil in its every form. but everything that has an evil ap-
pearance.

To our mind, evil thinking is one of the greatest evils with
which God’s people have to contend. They can restrain actions
and words to a considerable extent and they are, as the Apostle
says, to seck to bring also every thought into obedience to the
will of Christ. This does not mean that an evil thought would
not cross the pathway of the mind. But the character of the
thought should be dizeerncd, whether it is mean or hurtful. and
if g0, it «hould be considered as a deadly foe and immeadiately
a warfare should be waged against it, lest it fasten itself in
some degree,

Hag the Apostle suggested an impossibility when he says.
“Abstain from every form of evil”? It is possible for us to
abstain as new creatures, to be out of sympathy with alil forms
of evil—to he antagonistic thereto. But on account of the
imperfections of the flesh, one may not always be alile to do
this actually. The flesh is merely reckoned dead. It js the
duty of the new creature to sec that the evil thought is hattled
against, if, indeed. it should ever attain full development. It
is to wage this warfare against sin that we have enlisted with
the great Captain of our salvation. He showed his own fidelily
to righteousness and is the Father’s Agent for abolishing sin.

And it is for those who would walk in the Master's, foot-
steps to join in this erusade against sin. The first place to be-
gin the crusade is in our own minds. in our own dealings. The
Scriptures tell us to fight a good fight in our own flesh—not
againgt sin in someone else. And to this our Lord refers when
he warns us to overcome in ourselves ambition. pride, lascivi-
ousness. ete.—not to let them conquer us as new creatures. We
are to conquer these things in the fallen flesh, in which we all
share—some more and some less. According to our zeal we will
have the Lord’s approval. And according to unfaithfulness in
this matter, we shall lack that approval.

All who serve the Lord’s cause in any capacity—as pil-
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grims, colporteurs, etc.—should seek to keep their bodies under
and live after the manner of the teachings of the Scriptures—
and they will be blessed proportionately as they do this. And
in proportion as they are less careful, they will be less blessed
—Iless skilful in the preaching of the Word and in the service
of the truth,

GOD’S DEALINGS UNDER THE DIFFERENT COVENANTS

The Decalogue of the Law Covenant was composed of pro-
bations—“Thou shalt not.” God’s dealings with those who
will become members of the “House of Sons” seem to be different
from this. Instead of telling us what we shall not do, he tells
us what we ghall do.

How will it be with those with whom God will deal during
the existence of the Messianic kingdom, under the New Cove-
nant arrangement? We answer that during the reign of Christ
they will be under a very similar arrangement to that of the
Jews under Moses. Thou shalt, and Thou shalt not, will be
enforced by the great Mediator. And the enforcing will be
necessary, because of the sins and imperfections and degrada-
tion in which the people will be. In harmony with this we
read that “Whosoever will not obey that Prophet will be de-
stroyed from among the people.” (Acts 3:23) The word obey
implies a command and that the command is backed up by the
authority to enforce.

The fact is that there will be a reign of law in Messiah’s
kingdom. ‘“And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of God
of Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the Law, and the
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isa. 2:3) And those
who will not fall into line with this law will have tribulation
that they may learn righteousness. ‘“The judgments of the
Lord will be abroad in the earth” (Isa. 26:9) and the people
will take notice of these. They will not be dealt with as under
the Covenant of Grace. The will will not be taken as instead
of the deed. And they will not have the Advocate.

On the contrary, the great Mediator will, during the thou-
sand years of the Meditorial kingdom, instruct and reward and
bless and uplift all the willing and obedient, to the intent that
all those during that reign who desire to be helped will be
helped and will be ready to be turned over to the Almighty
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at the close of the age. “And when all things shall be sub-
dued under him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto
him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.”
(1 Cor. 15:28) Not, therefore, until the end of that age will
any of the World, under the New Covenant arrangement, reach
sonship. But if, by that time, they have been perfected as sons,
and will endure the tests then given, the Father will accept
them and give them the blessings of eternal life, etc., as sons.

A certain Scripture gives us intimation of how this will
proceed. This Scripture shows us the injunctions and precepts
God will put upon the world. ‘“And this shall be the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel, after those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people.” (Jer. 31:33) He also says, “And I will give
them one heart; and I will put a new spirit within you; and
I will take away the 'stony heart out of their flesh, and will
give them an heart of flesh.” (Ezek. 11:19) This brief state-
ment implies a full restituvion to all that was lost in Adam.

Adam was created perfect, but the depravity of mankind
and the intensification of this in many cases have brought the
world today to a condition of stoniness of heart, until the in-
humanity of man toward man is appalling. The precepts of
God will be gradually brought before the human mind and en-
graved and interwoven in the whole fibre of his being, so that
man at the end of the Millennial age will be as Adam was in
the beginning—fully in accord with every principle of right-
cousness and syvmpathetic with evervthing that 1s good and
unsympathetic with everything that is evil. This condition
will come to be the very fibre of human nature again and
only to such as will attain this will come the blessing of
eternal life.

We read that God will test all whom he will receive. We
read of how Satan, at the close of the Mediatorial reign, will
be loosed to test all whom God will have lifted up out of human
imperfection. This will not be done to see whether or not they
are perfect, because they will be perfect, but it will be to see
whether or not, in their perfection, they will be loyal to God.
All such as will not stand this test will be destroyed as not
worthy of having the great blessings of eternal life and divine
favor!

INIQUITOUS GOVERNMENT SUCCESSFUL
1 Kings 16:23-33.—JANUARY 22.
“Righteousness exalleth a nation; but sin is a reproach to any people.”—Proverbs 14:34.

The Omri dynasly of Isracl was a successful one aceording
to worldly standards, but a failure from the divine standpoint.
Omri, a great general, succeeded to Israel's throme after the
death of Jerohoam.,  He wag very steeesstnl and conguered
the Moabites, to the East of the Jordan, putting them under
an annual tribute of the fleece of two hundred thousand sheep.
He built a new capital. the city of Samaria. and successfully
outranked Jeroboam as a misleader of his people, along religious
lines. According to Israel’s covenant with the Almighty there
was but the one Levitical priesthood and the one holy temple
of Jehovah’s presence for the whole people of Israel, and it
was at Jcrusalem. As worldly wisdom guided Jeroboam to
completely separate the ten tribes from the two tribes by estab-
lishing new places of worship and simplifying the worship and
symbolizing God by a golden calf, so the same spirit of worldly
wisdom suggested to Omri a still further departure from God
and a still closer approach to the customs and idolatry of sur-
rounding nations.

Omri died, or, according to the records, “Omri slept with
his fathers.” We are not from this declaration to draw the in-
ference that as a wicked man he went to eternal torment and
that the nature of the torment is sleep. Neither are we to
think of Omri as saintly and going to heaven and to imagine
that those in heaven are asleep. Neither are we to think of
him as having gone to Purgatory and that the experiences there
are drowsy. We must leave all such unscriptural notions re-
specting the dead, good and bad. We must come back to the
Bible and from it learn that all who die, like St. Stephen (Acts
7:60), fall asleep to awake the morning of the resurrection,
when the Redeemer will call all forth from the tomb. (John
5:28, 29, Rev. Ver.) Then, as Daniel declares, “Many that
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake”; a few to glory and
honor, the many to shame and age-lasting contempt — from
which they will be obliged to purge themselves to obedience to
the divine requirements under Messiah’s glorious reign of right-
eousness.—Dan. 12:2.

AHAB AND JEZEBEL

Ahab’s name signifies, ‘“Like his father.”

And surely he
was! His name was appropriate.

His was a reign still more

successful in unrighteousness. For twenty-two years he de-
voted himself to the further undermining of true religion and
to the introduction of the worst forms of licentious. heathen
idolatry. He was greatly assisted in this course by his wife—
Jezebel, the daughter of the King of the Sidonians. Her name
signifies chaste; yet she used her great influence with her hus-
band and throughout the nation for the furtherance of un-
chastity in connection with the orgies known as the religious
rites and ceremonies, connected with the worship of Baal and
of “Ashforeth.” the female divinity worshipped. In connection
with this worship human lives were sacrificed, usually those of
children—just as was found in Alaska when, in 1867, it came
into the possession of the United States—human sacrifices were
frequent—-particularly in connection with the laying of a foun-
dation for a great house.
LESSONS HERE ¥YOR US

All civilized people are deeply interested in earthly govern-
ments and their success. We all crave social and financial pros-
perity. Nevertheless it is still true that presperity is injurious
in proportion as it separates the people from the divine arrange-
ments and the blessings which thereto attach. Only righteous-
ness can truly exalt a nation. Every form of iniquity is injuri-
our, however it may at the time seem contrary to this. Ours
ig the day of the greatest worldly prosperity this earth has ever
known. But alas! it is not a day of religious prosperity. On
the contrary, there never was a time when unbelief in a per-
sonal God and in the Bihle as his revelation was so general
amongst intelligent people. Our church edifices are becoming
temples of fashion, concert and locture halls, while the real
worship which alone is pleasing to the Almighty is far removed
—Ilittle thought of.

The worship of Mammon, the bowing of the golden calf, the
sacrificing of lives to the acquirement of -wealth, belong to our
day as truly as to that of Ahab—but on a more refined scale
and therefore the more deceptive and insidious. It affects the
poor as well as the rich, too. The poor often are merely the
unsuccessfully ambitious, hence often bitter and discontented.

Continually we find that God uses the wrath of man to
praise him. The effect of the prosperity of Ahab and Jezebel
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was two-fold: it ensnared and degraded one class, while it
aroused and separated from itself another class—those who
worshipped God in spirit and in truth. Such left the ten-tribe
kingdom and its idolatry and identified themselves with the
two-tribe kingdom of Judah and its true worship.

So it is today. The success of Mammon, the rejection of
the Bible by the Higher Crities and their lordly boasts of ability
to give us something hetter than the Word of God, and in gen-
eral Mammon worship, is awakening the more saintly people
of our day to separate themselves and to say in the language
of Joshua, *“Choose ye this day whom ye will serve; as for me
and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

ANTITYPICAL AHAB AND JEZEBEL

As all Christian students know, Jezehel. Ahal and ILlijah

were used ot the Lord as types. and their experiences foreshad-
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owed much greater things in the experience of the church, spir-
itual Israel, during this Gospel age.

Ahab typified civil power. Jezebel typified a religious sys-
tem. The improper marriage of Ahab and Jezebel, contrary to
the Jewish Law, typified the marriage or union of church and
state. The progress of evil under this union is portrayed in the
Book of Revelation, where Jezebel is specially mentioned by
name. (Rev. 2:20-23) The Lord charged that the antitypical
Jezebel, the church system, was suffered or permitted to teach
and seduce his people from the proper course of Christian liv-
ing. The same Seriptures represent Elijah, who was perse-
cuted by Jezebel, through her hushand, as a type of true be-
lievers of this Age persccuted by a false church through the arm
of civil power.

JEHOSHAPHAT'S ONE MISTAKE

IT CHRONICLES 17:1-13.—JANUARY 29.
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto you.”’-—Matt. 6:33.

While Ahab was king of Israel, Jehoshaphat succeeded to
the throne of Judah. He had the advantage that his parents
were godly people—a great advantage. As suggested in our
last study, the iniquity and idolatry of Israel reacted favorably
upon Judah. just as the drunkenness and profligacy of a parent
sometimes reacts upon his children, who perceive his folly and
learn by his mistakes. Morcover the idolatry of Israel, which
drove its most saintly characters of all the tribes to Judah,
enriched the latter nation in moral tone and character. This
included all of the priests and Levites who were still loyal to
God and to the worship which he had establizhed.

All these things produced a healthy sentiment which the
yvoung king Jehoshaphat shared and. as the head of the nation,
exemplified.

Encouraged thus. the voung king began a gencral crusade
against every idolatrous place and custom in his kingdom. As
Ahab exceeded his father Omri as an evil-doer. <o Jehoshaphat
exceeded his father Asa as an upholder of the divine law. In-
deed we remember that in Asa’s later vears he hecame proud
and self-conscious and in a measure for a time rebellious against
the divine arrangements.

PROSPERITY IN DIVINE FAVOR

Jehoshaphat’s kingdom prospered. He fortified its various
boundaries, especially toward the land of Israel. .Judah’s nearest
neighbor. Neighhoring smaller nations sought Judah’s favor
and for it paid tribute and presents until Jehoshaphat’s king-
dom was very prosperous. Thus fidelity to the Lord was re-
warded with prosperity. If some from this are trying to draw
the lesson that all prosperous persons and nations are honor-
able, righteous and in divine fellowship, they surely err. Those
also err who claim that adversity. poverty. sickness are sure
evidences of divine disfavor and a sinful life.

Not only should we remember that the bad kings, Omri and
Ahab, were prosperous, but we remember also that many wicked
nations and iniquitous customs have prospered and are pros-
pering today. Prosperity. therefore. is not always a <ign of
divine favor. To Jehoshaphat and his kingdom, however, pros-
perity was a sign of favor because Judah still represented God’s
chosen nation in a special manner. According to God’s Cove-
nant with them they would he blessed in proportion as they
maintained their loyalty to their agreement—their loyalty to
God. But this promise or covenant was not made with mankind
in general, but merely with the onc nation of Israel, which. at
the time of our study, was specially represented by the king-
dom of Judah. If we would see that righteousness does not
always bring peace and worldly prosperity, we have only to
look at the Master himself and at his most faithful followers
to see the contrary. Moreover this is the Master’s assurance
to his followers: ‘“In the world ve shall have tribulation. but
in me ye shall have peace”; “Marvel not that the world hateth
vou; ve know that it hated me before it hated vou.” “Whoso-
ever will live godly in this present time shall suffer persecu-
tion.”

Tn other words. the systems of reward and punishments
which justice would indicate are not now heing enforced. God
now arranges that his spiritual family shall walk by faith and

not by sight; and to give them trials of faith he frequently per-
mits their suffering and disadvantage in earthly interests to
test their loyalty and obedience—to demonstrate them as over-
comers, faithful unto death, in their adherence to principles of
righteousness. To these the promise is that when found worthy
they shall receive the heavenly inheritance. Then will come
the world’s trial time.

But when Messiah’s reign shall begin, all this will be changed
and every wrong act and word and thought will receive prompt
punishment, and every good effort will be rewarded and encour-
aged. Thus the Scriptures declare, “YWhen the judgments (right-
eous dealings) of the Lord are abroad in the earth. the inhahi-
tants of the world will learn righteousness.” The blessed op-
portunities of that time will belong to all mankind except the
chureh. The specially called class of this age have the <pecial
blessing of hearing ears and understanding hearts and a call to
the heavenly portion—the “high calling.” Thus. my dear read-
ers, we see that our trials and difficulties. rightly appreciated
and accepted. are blescings for us, hecause they thus work out
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glorv—than
the world will receive. The highest rewards for the world will
be restitutionary, earthly—to attain perfect manhood. Thus we
sce God’s provision in Christ to be eternal human life for man-
kind in general. and eternal life on the spirit plane for the elect
church. and eternal death for those who. after experiencing to
the full divine mercy and opportunity. shall sin wilfully.

JEHOSHAPHAT’S ONE MISTAKE

Like others, this king, no doubt, made many mistakes. blun-
ders, but his most important mistake was in affiliating with
Ahab, king of Israel. There is a lesson here for all of God’s
people. “Be not unequally yoked together with unhelievers’—
neither by marriage ties nor hy business partnerships and close
friendships. “What communion hath light with darkness?’—
2 Cor. 6:14-18.

Ahab made war and invited Jehoshaphat to go with him.
It was expected to be an easy conquest, hut the Lord’s bless-
ing was not with it, as Jehoshaphat later learned. escaping
barely with his life. But his still earlier mistake was in ar-
ranging a marriage between his son and the daughter of Ahab
and Jezehel. No doubt he considered this a wise method of
ultimately re-uniting the two kingdoms—but it was worldly
wisdom—foolishness—contrary to the wisdom from above. The
Lord’s disapproval of Jehoshaphat’s fellowship with Ahab was
indieated. The Prophet was sent to him, saying, “Shouldst thou
help the ungodly and love them that hate the Lord? Therefore
wrath is upon thee from before the Lord.”—II Chron. 19:2.

God’s people can readily draw a lesson frem all this, without
further suggestions from us.

Our Golden Text refers to the kingdom to which spiritual
Israelites are now invited. To seek it means to seek a place
with the Redeemer in the glory and power of his coming king-
dom. Those who seek it may apparently lose in temporal ad-
vantages. but by faith they recognize that all things. even
trials, difficulties and privations, are working together for good
to their spiritual advantage. preparing them for the kingdom.

THREE AND A HALF YEARS WITHOUT RAIN

1 K1NGgs 17:1-16.—FEBRUARY 5.
They that seek the Lord shall not want any good thing—Psa. 34:10.

Elijah the Prophet was God’s messenger for reproving King
Ahab, Jezebel his wife. and the ten tribes of Israel who sup-
ported them. As we have seen, wickedness and idolatry flour-

ished for a time with national prosperity. Then there came a
change, a drouth for three and a half years—a special dispen-
sation of divine providence—a retribution of punishment upon
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Israel. We do not wish to convey the thought that every
drouth, famine, pestilence, etc., should be considered a judg-
ment, from the Almighty. The whole world is under divine sen-
tence or condemnation of death, and God permits cyclones, earth-
quakes, drouth, famine, pestilences, without sending them, ex-
cept that in a general way they stand related to the present
reign of sin and death, as of the curse not yet lifted.

But in the case of Israel matters were different. At Mt.
Sinai Israel entered into covenant relationship with God and
he with them. The special terms of that covenant were that
God should deal with their nation differently than with others
-—that he would treat them as his people and protect them from
the evils incidental to the curse, if they would serve and obey
him. Under that compact not only were they to receive bless-
ings if faithful but equally they were gure to receive stripes,
punishments, if they were disobedient and forsook the Lord and
their share of the covenant. The three and a half years’ famine
described in this study was, therefore, in Israel’s case, specifi-
cally a punishment from the Lord for their sins.

This is the signification of the Lord’s statement through
the Prophet. “Is there evil in the city and the Lord hath not
done it?” Some have mistakenly interpreted this to mean
that God holds himself responsible for all the moral evils of
mankind. Quite to the contrary, the Lord declares respecting
his own Government that '“His way iz perfect.” The word
evil in this text is old style English. signifving any disaster or
trouhle or affliction. With the Israelites God wished it to be
clearly understood that he was responsible, hoth for their bless-
ings and for their tribulations, all of which were intended to
purify them.

ELIJAH THE PROPHET

Under divine guidance. Elijah. at the appropriate time.
presented himself to King Ahab. clothed according to his cus-
tom. in exceedingly plain garments. Tn the name of the Lord
he reproved the king for the idolatries practised in his kingdom
and announced what the king doubtless considered a vain boast:
namely. that there would be neither rain nor dew in the land
of Israel until Elijah would command it. And the drouth
came as the Prophet of the Lord predicted.

As months grew into years and the drouth continued. the
king caused zearch to he made for Flijah, with a view to either
entreating or threatening him. to the intent that the drouth
might he broken.  But Elijal. under the Lord’s direction
~ecreted himself near the Brook Cherith. where the ravens
brought him food morning and evening until the hrook dried
up and. under the Lord’s direction, Elijah went elsewhere.

While this story that the ravens fed Elifah sounds mythical.
it has its parallels. The raven is a wise bird. A story is told
of a young man sick in prison, to whom a raven brought food.
Bishop Stanley’s History of Birds tells of another incident
thus:  “Coming into the inn yvard my chaise ran over and
bruised the leg of a favorite Newfoundland dog, and while
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we were examining the injury, Ralph, the raven, Jooked on also.
That night the dog was tied up under the manger with my horse
and the raven not only visited him, but brought him bones and
attended him with particular marks of kindness.”

“Nor is it a wonderful case,
The wonder is to be renewed;

And many can say. to his praise.
He sends them by ravens their food

Thus worldlings, though ravens indeed.

Though greedy and selfish their mind,

If God has a servant to feed,
Against their own wills can be kind.”

Divine providence guided Elijah to the home of a poor
widow, to whom the drouth and continued scarcity had proved
a great trial. She had a little coarse flour left, which alone
stood between herself and her son and starvation. so far as she
could discern. The Prophet, meeting her. asked for a drink
of water and a small cake of hread. This was a severe test to
the woman’s faith and generosity. She explained the situation,
indicating her desire to accede to the Prophet’s wishes, vet loth
to part with her all. Elijah replied, Fear not. Bake for yout-
self and for your son. but the first cake make for me and bring
to me. Then he explained to her the Lord's message: “The
barrel of meal shall not waste. neither shall the cruise of oil
fail until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.”
The word of the Lord was fulfilled. Miraculously the supplies
were increased little by little, just as required for u-e.

There is a lesson for the Lord’s people in this—a lesson
that, even in our own extremities. we <hould exercize sympathy
towards others in like condition or worse. The Lord Joveth a
cheerful giver. Those who give not, and those who give grudg-
ingly miss, therefore, much of the Lord’s blessing. We should
not he foolish in our giving; hut, while we have evidence that
there is need. and particularly if the needy one Le a ehild of
God. we can well divide even our necessities with such. Our
reward will be a realization of divine approval and an increase
in ourselves of the mind of the TLord. To such the Lord’s
promise is of his superabounding care. They are assured that
all things shall work together for good to them. because thew
love God and are following in the path to which they were
“called according to his purpose.”

The Seriptures declare: “There is that scattereth and yet
increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is proper
and it tendeth to poverty.” Thix widow scattered or divided
her slender supply and therehy she increased it for many days.
in harmony with this text. Our Golden Text, also. should not
be forgotten: “They that seek the Tord shall not want any
good thing”—shall not lack anvthing good for them. The Lord
in his wisdom may not give them riches or prominence. They
must trust to his wisdom, his judgment, asx to what things
will be for their best, their highest good.

THE GIFTS AND FRUITS OF THE

“And now aebideth faith, hope, love, these three,

TFaith may be viewed from two standpoints—belief and trust.
In the Scriptural use of the word faith. we understand it to be
a belief in God and the things that we have reason to recognize
as being of God—God’s prophecies, the promises of his Word,
ete.. and a heart reliance on him—and not a belief in anything.
The latter would be what we would term credulity. And the
person who conld believe anything would be foolish; whereas.
he that believes what God has said has the wisdom that cometh
from above, and is. therefore, wise from the Seriptural stand-
point.

We understand that the purpose and determination of the
Christian should he to have this faith largely developed. and
he should obtain it from the Scriptures. Many people have
faith which they helieve to be of God. but which. on investiga-
tion. they find to he unseriptural and not a faith in what has
come from God. in what he has expressed. hut from the tradi-
tions of the “dark ages” and from college professors, ete.. and
is quite contrary to the “faith once delivered to the saints.”

In this particular sense we would understand faith to rep-
resent a heart-quality of trust in the Lord—something that
has been acquired through the knowledge of God—through ac-
quaintance with him hy the various means by which he has
been pleased to reveal himself. This is a faith which cannot
continue to subsist or increase unless knowledge shall increase.
hased upon the divine revelation. and full acceptance of it and
the coming into harmony with the Almighty. so as to be ahle
to apply the promises and to recognize that they belong to the
individual.

SPIRIT

but the greatest of these is love”—1 Cor. 13:13.

We would consider faith. then, as helief in God and in his
promises, as personal trust in God, giving one the rest and
peace of God. As to how these views of faith agree with the
words of our Lord, “When the Son of man cometh. shall he find
faith on the earth.” and as to how they agree with the state-
ment of the Apostle Paul in Corinthians respecting faith as a
gift of the holy Spirit, we would say that in the first of these
passages the rendering should be, “When the Son of man cometh,
shall he find The Faith on the earth?” The implication is not
that he will find no faith. but. Shall he find “The Faith (the
Doctrine) once delivered unto the saints”; hence we under-
stand our Lord’s words to mean that when the Son of man
cometh he will not find. cave in a few, “the faith once delivered
unto the saints.” but will find instead misconceptions,

And =0 we find that many Christian people, when talking
on this subject. do not know what they are talking ahout. They
have not “The Faith once delivered to the saints.” Thus we are
reminded of the statement of the Seriptures that “the inhabi-
tants of the world have been made drunk” with the false doc-
trines which have perverted the Word of God. Instead of the
“good tidings of great joy” they have heen told had tidings of
most horrible torture. It is intimated in the Word that some
will have The Faith. But the Lord implies that it will be a
very small numher who will possess it.

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT WERE FOR EARLY CHURCH

Respecting the gifts of faith: At the very beginning of this
age gifts of speaking with tongues. gifts of interpreting tongues,
gifts of healing. etc.. were bestowed so that they might be ex-
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ercised for the benefit of the people. It would require a great
deal of faith to be able to say as did Peter to the impotent man
at the temple, “Arise and walk.” One would need the “gift” in
order to do this. And so with those who spoke with tongues.
It would need to be a miraculous gift which would enable them
to master any unknown language,

Those gifts which God chose to give were granted because
the church was in its infancy and needed them for encourage-
ment. The gifts were given also for a witness, because the
church did not then have the Bible. The Old Testament was
heard only occasionally in the synagogues of the Jews. The
New Testament had not as yet been written. The early church
needed some means for instructing one another. Had it not
been for these gifts there might have been frivolity, ete., among
them. And so one would arise and speak in an unknown
tongue: a gift of interpretation would be given to another, and
he would rise and give the interpretation. These gifts were
given amongst them as a sort of drawing power to cause the
Lord’s people to assemble themselves together. Thus was the
Word of God sent out for a time through this imperfect channel.

We should not think that a higher development was indi-
cated by the possession of these gifts, but, rather, these gifts
were granted during the infaney of the church, and we should
not pray for them. The Scriptures show that either they were
the gifts possessed by the Apostles or else, subsequently, they
were the result of the impartation of the holy Spirit and laying
on of the hands of the Apostles; as, for instance, when Philip,
the deacon, sent the Apostle that he might lay hands upon the
people that they might receive the gifts; evidently Philip had
not the power to do this of himself.

THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT NECESSARY TO SUCCESS

IN THE RACE
As to the desire for speaking with unknown tongues, the
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Apostle gave them a warning reproof. He said, “I would rather
speak five words in the church with my understanding—that
by my voice I might teach others also—than ten thousand
words in an nuknown tongue.” (1 Cor. 14:19) He tells them
that if any man possessed the gift of speaking with tongues,
let him pray that he might interpret—that he might be able
to express himself intelligibly to those to whom he was speak-
ing, rather than in dark sayings. And then he proceeds to say
that this strong desire for emulation in the possession of the
gifts did not of itself indicate deep consecration to God. He
tells them that if they spoke with the tongues of men and of
angels, it would profit them nothing, if they did not have love.
The possession of an unknown tongue did not imply that a man
had reached a higher attainment and relationship of God.

He says that the fruits of the Spirit are more to be desired,
which are these—meekness, gentleness, patience, fortitude, self-
control, long-suffering, brotherly-kindness, love. St. Peter tells
us, “If ye do these things, ve shall never fall, for so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. 1:10,
11) But we might have all the gifts of the early church and
have no evidence whatever that we would be sure of a place in
the kingdom. Love excels all the other virtues, because it is the
most enduring.

When we shall see and know thoroughly faith will, prac-
tically, have come to an end. And hope will be practically
at an end when our hopes in our Heavenly Father’s promises
have reached fruition. But love had no beginning and it will
have no end. God is love. Since God was without beginning,
so love was without beginning; because it is his character. his
disposition; and as he endureth forever, as love will endure
forever.

THE TRUE SHEPHERD AND HIS FLOCKS

“When he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him, for they kmow his voice.”—John 10:4.

We understand that the sheepfold was the Law Covenant
arrangement under which Israel was placed at Sinai, that they
were glad to be thus folded or put into the Lord’s special care,
and that Moses did all that he could for them as a kind of
Shepherd. but was not able to give them the liherty from the
law which they needed.  Various others who pretended to he
shepherds who came before him were thieves and robbers. They
did not come in through the door. They were endecavoring to
take advantage of the sheep; hence they were <elfish. Ie who
is the Gnod Shepherd is willing to lay down his life for the
sheep. It required the true Shepherd to bring about the condi-
tions and the relationship thus expressed. “When he putteth
torth his own sheep. he goeth hefore them. They needed to be
led out intn the green pastures. The fold is a place for rest
and protection, hut not a place for feeding.

So as respects the law, The Apostle savs that the Jews
were shut up under the law. TUntil the due time should come
there was no way of escape. There was only the one door,
which had not been opened. and which none of these would-be
leaders could open. That door was the deor of vedemption.
Our Lord. by laying down his life for the shecp, could open
that door.

Having made =atisfaction for the sins of his people, our
Lord gained the right to be their Shepherd or Leader. When he
puts them forth. he shows them the way they should walk. He
is not only the Leader, but also the Shepherd to watch over
and ecare for them. Thus he leads them through green pastures
and finally will bring them to the heavenly fold. Jesus became
the door of egress from the Jewish shepherd. and there is no
other cgress, Any of the Jews who came out came through
Christ. Any of them who did not come out through Christ are
still shut up under the law—to remain until the Mediatorial
reign. Others might take advantage of the offer through Christ
now, that thev might have life and have it more abundantly.
He is the good Shepherd. A stranger will the sheep not follow,
because they know not the voice of strangers. This indicates
that in the voice of the True Shepherd there is something that
has the proper ring. And the sheep will not follow another
having a different voice—a different sound or message.

Now is the harvest time. The voices of the false shepherds
who have temporarily bewildered some of the “sheep” are los-
ing their influence and more are listening to the Voice of the
True Shepherd. which is unlike that of any other voice, and
which is unmistakable. In the sound is the chord of justice
mingled with those of love and wisdom and power. All other
theorles and doctrines have no such power or harmonious sound
as the glorious message of “good tidings” which the Father has

sent us through his Son. The voice of the True Shepherd sat-
isfies the longings of the sheep as nothing else can do.

“Send out thy light and truth, O Lord.
Let them our leaders be

To guide us to thy holy hill.
Where we shall worship thee.”

The question has been suggested. In what way could we
apply our Lord’s statement to the Gentiles, “My sheep hear
my voice and they follow me?” Our answer is that the Lord
had sheep amongst the Gentiles; that is, those who were seek-
ing to serve him. But at that time he had not received anyone
from amongst the Gentiles—the middle wall of partition was
still standing. But subsequently they had the opportunity of
hearing his voice and following him, ‘the middle wall of parti-
tion then being broken down. A little later than when he used
the above words he said: “Other sheep have T: these also I
must bring and there shall be one fold and one Shepherd.”
While this may be particularly applicable to the sheep of the
next age, it may not be amiss to apply it now to those who are
received from amongst the Gentiles. In the next Age he will
receive some from the natural house of Tsrael and some from the
Gentiles. At the present time he is receiving some from the
natural house and some from the Gentiles. During the next
age there will be but one fold and one Shepherd; and all the
sheep will be brought into full harmony with God.

To carry out the thought of Revelation 7, and viewing the
number of the Lord’s people of the “little flock” as one hun-
dred and forty-four thousand, this offer being originally made
to the twelve tribes of nafural Tsrael, others subsequently
were permitted to take the places of those who were first called
or first recognized as sheep and who proved unworthy.

When Christ said, “All that ever ecame before me were
thieves and robbers.” we understand that these to whom our
Lord thus referred were those who attempted fraudulently to
palm themselves off on the Jewish people as their leader. These
are particularly referred to by Gamaliel in his address to the
Sanhedrin, when he said to them, “Ye men of Israel. take heed
to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. For
before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be some-
body; to whom a number of men, about four hundred. joined
themselves; who was slain: and all. as many as obeyed him,
were scattered, and brought to naught. . . . . And now I say
unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone; for if
this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to naught.”—
Acts 5:35-38.
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