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hix work; or rather, as the Apostle says, 1t is God that worketh
in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” It was God
that worked in Jesus that he should accomplish his sacrifice in
the proper manner, and it is God that is now working in us in
the same manner. He set before us a great prize. As we read
of our Lord Jesus Christ, “Who for the joy that was set before
him, endured the cross, despising the shame, and is now set
down at the right hand of God.” so also we learn that God hath
“given unto us exceeding great and precious promises that by
these we might become partakers of the divine nmature.” By
the operation of these promises in our hearts we are enabled to
lay down our lives for the brethren and to copy the character-
isties of our Lord and Savior, even unto death.

Now. we are qualified or able ministers of the New Covenant,
not of the letter, but of the spirit. The Mediator of the Cove-
nant, of course, should be in harmony with all the terms of the
Covenant. The terms of this New Covenant are the perfect
ohedience to God as represented in the divine law, “Thou shalt
love the Tord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy being
and with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself.” Of
course, Jesus is in full accord with this Law of God which he
accepted as the basis of the arrangement he would make for
mankind, and all of those whom God would accept as members
of his body, as associates with him, as able ministers and ser-
vants with him of this New Covenant—all such must be in ac-
cord with the divine law, else how could they be servants of that
law? But now. says the Apostle. in our case we are not able
to measure up to the standard of the letter of that Covenant,
but we are able to come to the measure of the spirit of it, to
the intention of it. And in harmony with this he says else-
where. “The righteousness of the Law [that is, the true mean-
ing. the true spirit of the Law], is fulfilled in us. who are walk-
ing not after the flexsh but after the spirit.” He does not say
that we are able to walk up to the spirit, up to the divine law,
and we know indeed that we are not able to do so, but we are
able to walk after it.

As we are accepted of God as able ministers of the New
Covenant. and as members of this body of the Mediator, King
and Priest at the time of our consecration. through the merit
of Jesus our Advoeate, so God has made provision that for any
unintentional infractions of this Law, of this Covenant, on our
part “we have an Advocate with the Father. Jesus Christ the
Righteou=."" He is not only an Advocate when we first come
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to the Father and present ourselves living sacrifices, and are ac-
cepted through the imputation of our Lord’s merit, but he is
our Advocate still—and we need his advocacy still, because,
while we have this standing as new creatures. and as new crea-
tures our intentions are good, nevertheless as new creatures we
are responsible for the earthen vessel. the natural body, through
which we operate as new creatures. We are responsible for all
of its infraction of the divine law. Therefore, as the Apostle
tells ux, if we find that unintentionally, contrary to the inten-
tions of our will, the spirit of our mind. we infract the divine
law, we are to come with courage to the throne of heavenly
grace. We are not to suppose that what our Lord did for us
when we presented ourselves living sacrifices makes good our
defects to the end of life. We are to understand that he merely
made good the defects to that point and that for every imperfec-
tion and deviation since that time we are to come to the throne
of grace and obtain mercy and find grace to help. We come
with courage hecause we have such a great High Priest. because
we realize that we are members of the House of God, antitypical
Levites. who include both the little tlock and the great company.
They are all privileged to come with courage to the throne of
heavenly grace and there obtain mercy and grace to help in
every time of need. Thus the “able ministers” [~ervants] of
the New ('ovenant may maintain their standing with God con-
tinually, through their Advocate, “who ever liveth to make in-
tercession for them.” It is hecause we have this Advocate, be-
cause we recognize Jesus ax our Advocate. that we may come to
the throne of grace. All those come who are privileged to eall
God our Father for the forgiveness of those trespasses. which
come day by day and which are unintentional on our part. It
is then that we make apology and get forgivenes~ and assistance
that we may be more faithful, more able to overcome in these
various respects thenceforth. Thus we are qualified ministers
of the New Covenant. not according to the letter of that Cove-
nant, as it will operate during the Millennium, but according
to the spirit of the New Covenant, which now operates toward
us through our Advocate and enables us at all times to be ac-
ceptable to the Father through him, and to perform the service
of able ministers and to abhide in the Holy and to hope ulti-
mately to pass, as members of the hody of the great Priest,
Prophet, Mediator and King. beyvond the second vail into the
Most Holy.

PUBLISHERS NOTICES

BROTHER RUSSELL’S JERUSALEM TRIP

Curiosity as to why Bro. Russell takes the trip to Jerusalem
is not to be wondered at amongst our readers. He is recog-
nized as heing intensely practical and having a reason for every
move,

His motive in this instance is not curiosity, nor change of
scenery. nor health, nor relaxation; for a stenographer accom-
panies him. so that not an hour may be lost.

He goes at the suggestion of the newspaper syndicate which
handles his sermons, and all of his expenses are provided for.
The syndicate feel the public pulse and urge that it is necessary

to center the public interest upon the preacher in order to make
his sermons the more attractive to the publishers and to the
reading public. Brother Russell vields to anything which does
not bridle his tongue nor compromise the truth.
AMENDED DATES ABROAD

In order to keep an appointment at Rome, May 1, Brother
Russell will arrive one day later at Vienna. Austria, May 3;
Warsaw, Russia, May 4. and at Berlin, May 5. The Swiss
meeting will be at Berne instead of Basle.  T.ondon arrival will
be at 8 o'clock Sunday morning. May 8, at Liverpool St. Station,
giving another day for Barmen.

BROTHER RUSSELL’'S SERMONS

The Brooklyn Eagle advises that it has received a great
many requests for the sermons, but for the present it concludes
not to publish Brother Russell’s sermons. Should it change its
opinion later we will advise our readers.

Meantime do not forget to encourage by letters and cards
those papers that are publishing the sermons-—especially the
one located nearest to your home. Encourage also by your own
subseription or those of your friends. 1f a paper ceases to pub-
lish the sermons, please do not berate it. but merely in kindly
terms express your disappointment at the loss and your hope
that the sermons will be continued. The proper time to encour-

age the Editor is while the sermons ave a regular feature.

Report concerning Volunteer Matter. We have no method
of checking our printers except as vou assist us. Please, there-
fore, report to us on post-card the receipt of your Volunteer
consignment—=tating how many hundles you received and the
condition in which they arrived. and how many papers to each
hundle. You need not count every hundle, but average them;
count about two. One brother recently reported that Lis bun-
dles of one hundred averaged only ninety-seven. This small
shortage on a million copies would amount to thirty thousand.
Kindly assist us in this matter.

Vor. XXXI
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TO WHAT DEGREE SHOULD WE CONFESS FAULTS?

“Confess your foults one to another, and pray one for another that ye may be healed.”—James 5:16.

This text represents a general principle of humility and
willingness to make acknowledgement when we commit a
fault, particularly to the one against whom the fault or wrong
has been committed, with due apology and reparation so far
as possible. It is quite proper for us to freely concede that
we are not perfect, and no one should attempt to pose as
perfect, but rather to acknowledge what the Scriptures de-

clare that “there is none righteous, no, not one;” that we are
merely righteous in our intentions and efforts and are trust-
ing for full covering in the sight of God through the merit
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There might be times when the confession of a fault should
be made publicly to the advantage of others and if we feel
sure that the telling of our own shortcoming would be of
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advantage to others, we should not hesitate to tell of the mat-
ter in a proper way with a view to assisting others; but our
thought 13 that in general we do well. not only to hide our
1mperfections, but that it should be our daily endeavor to put
our faults away completely.

In this passage. however, the Apostle has a deeper thought;
he is discussing here the case of one who has committed a s
that has alienated him from God, causing a cloud to come
hetween them. Tt has bheen a repetition of sins, or something
to this effect. He is spintually sick, whether physically sick
or not, The preseription for him is that he call for the elders
of the chureh that they may pray over him and anoint him
with oil in the name of the Lord. “The prayer ot taith shall
~ave the sick™ (the spirttually sick, we think), “and though he
has committed trespasses or =ims they shall be forgiven him,”
The hrother 1 not in a condition to advocate his own cause
with the Lord, and the Lord therefore arranged it so that we
should feel v sympathy with our brother and go to his relief
and make intercession for him. Not that our intercessions
would avail of themselves: it must he the intercession of our
Advocate that would avail for the wrongs and imperfections
hefore justice: but our Advocate may at times thus withhold
himself for the good ot one in error and for the sake of draw-
ing out the sympathy of the hrethren who have knowledge of
the case, that they may seck to assist. remembering themselves
lest they also =hould he tempted. lest they also should fall
from their steadfastness. and that therefore the spirit ot
sympathy and mutual helpfuluness may be encouraged in the
church.

There is nothing that would be in the way of an Elder
Brother in the church praying for one of the fellow-members
of the hody of Christ or against the members of the church
prayving for each other in general without special request.
This would be entirely proper. If one should see a brother
taking a wrong course, he should not only pray for him, hut
should seck to restore such a one in the spirit of humility by
calling attention to the course he has taken, as wisely as he
may he able: but of course the matter could not go so far
under such circumstances as under the circumstances above
recited—that the sick one should call for the elders to pray
for him, realizing his own need.

Not merely should the elders pray for those whom they see
voing astray. but the Tord has put a speeial responsibility
upon every member of the church, every memher of the Body,
to look out for all othier members to the extent of ability and
opportunitv, vet there could not he the same degree either of
responsibility or of propriety in a younger hrother in the
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church attempting to correct and rebuke and exhort, ete., an
elder brother. The Apostle says to Timothy, “Rebuke not an
elder, but entreat him as a father;” thus we see what a
younger brother in the Lord's family might do. if he saw what
he thought to be a deflection from the proper course. But he
should feel o, hesitancy about approaching the matter and feel
al-o that he would be lahoring under a disadvantage and would
not be as hikely to accomplish good results as if he were one of
more experience. Theretore it would be wise for him to pray
for the person in seeret for a while, rather than be too free
about giving advice. But if he finally thought it necessary,
it would perhaps be wiser for him to speak to some of the
elders of the church and a<k them for their opinion: or if
they thought it would be wise that the brother be spoken to
by them.

We are not supposing that lie is 1magining evil—"evil
speaking ~—ahout the per-on, but the he has some absolute
knowledge ahout some wrong qualities of disposition, wrong
course of life, something he knows to be wrong, something that
is outwardly seen, something that is not merely imagned.
We realize that many of the things that comprise evil speak-
ing, cte, are purely imaginary, such as, “I thought he was
going to do so0.,” and I thought she was doing z0," or “I
thought she might have been intending to do” thus and so.
These things are classed with evil speaking., In these cases
the brother shiould make the subject a matter of prajer to see
that he is not busy-bodyving in other people’'s affairs; that he
is not setting up his judgment in a matier that is of no great
importance; that it is something really serious and disastrous
to the brother and dangerous to his interests as a new erenture
in Christ Jesus.

The general course. however, should be to go to the person
alone, as our Lord instructed in Matthew 18:15: the goning to
an.elder would he only 1n the enge of some very scrious mat-
ter in whieh the person felt that s own power to set the
matter right was entirely insuflicicnt. It is our helief that
those instances would he very few. If the matter is a tres-
pass against himself, it would be his duty to go to the person
alone; if it is something against the church or that is out-
wardly immoral or wrong or a violation of some recognized
principle of righteousness, it would scem to be on a little
different plane and would call for someone who would he more
in authority, since it is not the rights of the individual that
are trespassed upon, but the interests of the church or the
truth or the Lord'« cance. In such eases the elders would no
douht be the hetter ahle to judge and would know better how
to approach the matter.

WERE THE ANCIENT WORTHIES ON TRIAL FOR LIFE?

The ancient worthies were not on trial for life or death;
they were never brought to that condition of intelligent op-
portunity for eternal life which would make them amenable to
a sentence of death. Such a condition of knowledge and op-
portunity did not obtain in the world until our Lord came,
“Grace and truth came hy Jesus Christ:” “he broueht to light,
Jife and immortality.” These were never disclosed before our
Lord's time, and consequently no such responsibility, as now
exists, had come.

In a certam sense the Jewish nation had been typically
justified and was tyvpically on irial for life or death, but this
was not an actualily <o far as life and death eternal were
concerned. because God knew in advance that thev could not
keep the Law. and that they could never have eternal life
under it; and he has arranged in advance that they should
be redeemed from the curse of the law irrespective of anything
they might themselves do in the matter. THence it was only
in the typical sense that they were on trial for life or death.

The ancient worthies “had this testimony that they pleased
God.”  They pleased him in that when they ascertained his
will they s=et about doing it. even before he gave it to them
as a law or obligation, even before he could a~k them to ohey
him and promise them eternal life for their obedience. Abra-
ham manifested his faith in God although there was no re-
demption yet accomplished in the world. Christ had not yet
come. And although Abraham was not on trial for life or
for death God granted Abraham his favor and declared that
he pleased him: and his word tells us that ‘“a better resur-

rection” is to he not only to Abraham, but to all these Ancient
Worthies—a resurrection to human perfection. But since
human perfection will come only under the mediatorial reign
of Christ, the ancient worthies will not be introduced to the
Father in the complete sense until the close of the Millennium,

Henee, they will not have life, in this fullest sense, until
that time. when, at the close of the Millennial age. the king-
dom shall be delivered over to the Father. What they will
have in the meantime will be the perfection of human nature
and all the blessings that God provides for mankind, through
the great Mediator. But they will not come into actual and
personal relationship to God, so as to be determined worthy of
eternal life, until the completion of the Millennial age, be-
cause that age is set apart for the very purpose of determining
who of all mankind mav have eternal life, aside from the
spirit-begotten ones of the present time. At the close of the
Alillennial age, when all mankind shall be in perfection of
heing, they shall be tried of the Father for this worthiness
or unworthiness of eternal life—just as Adam, while enjoying
perfection, was tested as to whether or not he was worthy to
have life made perpetual or eternal.

Since the ancient worthies will be a part of the world
under the New Covenant arrangements, it follows that they
will not have this decision of the divine court. divine justice,
respecting their worthiness of eternal life until the completion
of the AMillennial age. until the conclusion of the trial at the
end of that age, which will bring to them, as it will bring
to all others who are faithful, the great reward of life eternal.

SERMONS IN

How about renewing vour subseriptions for newspapers
publishing Brother Russell’'s sermons? Do your part! Be
prompt! If a few narrow souls hating the good tidings of
God’s love try to discourage the Editors from publishing the
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sermons; the thousands who are being blest should tell of
their profit and pleasure and thus encourage the newspaper
men. Renew through us or direct. as you please, Use part
of your “Good Hopes” thus if you think proper.
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MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM

MATrHEW 11:20-30.—APRIL 24,
GoLpeN TEXT:—“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest”’—V. 28,

In the cities of Capernaum, “his own city,” Bethsaida, and
Chorazin, situated on the Sea of Galilee, the majority of our
Lord’s notable miracles were performed. Nevertheless, even
in these cities, the majority rejected his Messiahship, To-
day’s study tells how the Great Teacher arraigned the people
of those cities for their unbelief, declaring that if the mighty
works done- in them had been done in the Gentile cities of
Tyre and Sidon they would have repented. Hence it will be
more tolerable for the people of those cities than for the
people of Capernaum in the Day of Judgment.

We must rid our minds of the old and fallacious thought
that the Day of Judgment will be a period of twenty-tour
hours. We must see that from God’s standpoint a day simply
~ignifies a period or an epoch; as, for instance, a twenty-four
hour day, a forty year day in the wilderness, and the thousand
vear day of Christ, the Millennium. The latter is the day re-
terred to in our text as the Day of Judgment. Only a few
of mankind have their Day of Judgment or trial now. "These
few are specially blessed with eyes of understanding to sce
and with ears of understanding to appreciate the special
privileges of this present time. The great mass of mankind
are thoroughly blind and deaf to the spiritual things connected
with the present calling and clection of the chureh,

tespecting these the Master thanked the Father, “Because
thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes; even so, Father; for so 1t
seemed good in thy sight.”  (Vs. 25, 26) The Great Teacher
did not mean that he was glad, thankful, that his message was
hidden from the majority, that they might slide down into
eternal torture in darkness. Oh, no! Surely not! He did
mean that he appreciated the Father's wisdom in not allowing
any but those of proper condition of heart to see and clearly
understand the present call of the Church. For the uncontrite
of heart to see, to understand, would mean two things:—

(1)  They would oppose God's Plan the more;
(2) They would come under greater responsibility them-
selves.

Henece we with the Master may be glad of the wisdom dis-
played in the divine arrangement of hiding certain features
of the great plan of the ages from all except the “very elect.”
“The seeret of the Lord is with them that fear (reverence)
him and he will show them his covenant.”—DPsa. 25:14.

“Thou. Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven (highly
exalted in privilege and opportunity), shalt be brought down
to hell (to hades, to the grave, to destruction); for if the
mighty works which have been done in thee had been done in
Sodom, it would have remained until this day.” (V. 23) The
reason is clear.  The people of Capernaum were evidently
harder-hearted than the people of Sodom and, from the Lord’s
standpoint, were more blameworthy. What shall we say,
then, of our day of still greater privilege in many respects—
Bibles in every liome. preaching in every city, education in
every family? What might not the Lord reasonably expect
of us?

MORE TOLERABLE FOR SODOM

We have already referred to a Day of Judgment as the
thousand-vear day of Christ’s Millennial kingdom, when the
people of Capernaum with those of Tyre and Sidon and Sodom
and Gomorrah and all the other cities and nations, except the
elect ehurch of this age. will be placed on trial—for life ever-
lasting or death everlasting.

According to our Lord's words present knowledge, great or
small, brings its proportion of responsibility. The greater the
favor of God enjoyed now, the greater will be our responsi-
bility then. Evidently this means surprises for the world.
Not only the Sodomites, but many of the heathen who have
thus far enjoyed little or nothing of God’s grace, will be In
a more favorable condition as respects the prospects of the
future than some who are now richly favored but are neglect-
ing their privileges. Our Lord intimates that the Judgment
or trial of the Millennium will be tolerable, not intolerable,
for the pecople of Capernaum and more tolerable for the peo-
ple of Sodom. How much more reasonable this is than the
unscriptural nonsense that was once taught us by our well-
meaning, deluded forefathers, who made the various sectarian
creeds that are now causing trouble, and who then burned each
other at the stake because of differences of opinion respecting
these creeds and claimed that in so doing they were copying
God, who was torturing the people of Tyre and Sidon and
Capernaum and Sodom and hundreds of millions of others,
heathen and civilized!

How seriously we have all misunderstood and misrepre-
sented the Gospel message! Let us turn to the prophecy re-
ferred to by our Lord and note thix. In Ezekiel’s prophecy,
16:49-61, the Lord rehearsed in advance the greater wiekedness
of Israel than of her neighboring sister peoples, Samaria and
Sodom, and tells that nevertheless he will restore all three of
them, bringing them again from the tomb and establishing
his Covenant with them through Messiah in the Millennial
age. Let us remember, too, that our Lord made his promise
of restitution (Aects 3:19-21) through the very Sodomites
who were destroyed by fire which came down from heaven.
(Luke 17:29, 30) They were temporarily destroyed by fire as
an example or illustration of the absolute annililation, de-
struction which ultimately will come upon all wilful sinuers, the
second death. But before any will be thus cut off from all
hope he must be brought to a clear knowledge of the truth and
have a full trial in the great and glorious day of Judgment,
which St. Paul tells us God has provided and in which the
saints of this age, the bride of Christ, with her Lord, will
share in the work of judging.

The Father hath delivered all of his great work into the
hands of the Lord Jesus, and only by knowing him can we
know the Father in the proper sense, in the intimate sense,
because the Son, as the Great 'leacher, reveals the Father to
all who are pupils in his school.

Our study closes with our Lord’s invitation to those who
now have the hearing ear and seeing eye of obedient faith. To
these, life’s experiences, sin’s burdens, and general unrest are
preparations for the divine miessage, “Come unto me, all ye
that labor and are heavy-laden and I will give you rest.”
Those invited must expect to be servants and to wear the
“yoke” of obedience to the divine will—the yoke of Christ,
the service of Christ. Fo be successful they must learn ot
him, walk in his steps. ‘They must be mcek and lowly in
heart. Such, and such only, will find his yoke an easy one
and his burden a light one—much lighter than the yoke and
burden of sin. Only such will find rest unto their souls now
and be prepared to enter into the heavenly rest as “joint-heirs”
with Christ in his heavenly kingdom, which is shortly to bless
and judge the worid.

“I WILL HAVE MERCY,

Marroew 12
Subbath observance is the essence of this study. Reason-
able people, regardless of their religions convictions, are ready
to admit the wisdom, the expediency, yes, the necessity, for a
Sabbath day. a rest day once a week. Whatever disputes
there are on the subject, therefore, pertain to which day shall
be ohserved and to the manner of the observance. When,
through Moses as Mediator, God adopted the nation of Israel
as his peculiar people, aceepting them into eovenant relation-
ship through their promised obedience to the law, he fixed for
them a special day of the weck, the seventh, to be their Sab-
bath, or day of rest. This law specially appertained to Pales-
tine. Tad it extended bevond, to encompass the whole earth,
it would have been necessary for the Law to specify which day
should he considered the Sabbath on the other side of the
earth, where the time would, of course, be twenty-four hours
different.
But those of us who are not Jews by nature and not under
that Law Covenant are not bound by its limitation that the
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Sabbath should be on the seventh day of the week. Indeed.
neither Jesus nor the Apostles ever placed the Gospel church
under the Law Covenant at all. They tell us that those under
it were the “house of servants” in bondage and that we are
the “house of sons,” if we “stand fast in the liberty where-
with Christ hath made us free.”

This does not mean liberty or freedom to do wrong. But
since Christians are not limited to the land of Palestine, it
leaves us free to follow the spirit of the law rather than its
letter. This is true of the entire Ten Commandments, as well
ag of the fourth. The Heavenly Father does not address his
gpirit-begotten children with commandments not to kill, not
to steal, ete., bhecause such ecommandments to them would he
unnecessary. Begotten of the holy Spirit, they love God and
reverence him alone. and would not think of homaging images,
nor of profaning the Holy Name, nor of doing injury to a
neighbor or a brother. On the contrary, their love for God
would lead them to honor his Name, to serve his Cause. And
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their love for their neighbor as for themselves would prompt
them to render him service—'doing good unto all men as we
have opportumty, especially to the household of faith.” (Gl
6:10) This love, the Apostle assures us, is the fulfilment of
the Law, so tar as we are concerned—the fultilling of the
spirit of the Law—for “ye are not under the Law (Covenant),
but under [the ] Grace (Covenant).”—Rom. 6:14; Gal. 3:29.

The Jews had a system of Sabbath Days and Sabhath Years
—the Sceventh Day and the (7 X 7 4 1 == 50) Fittieth Day,
or Day of Pentecost. And they had a system of year Sab-
haths, the Seventh Year and the (7 X 7 + 1 = 50) Tiftieth
Year, or Year of Jubilee. These were typical, as the Apostle
explains, and true Christians may enjoy the antitypes. Thus
to us the Seventh Day represents a Rest of a higher character
than that of the Law-—a rest of fauth, as instead of a phy»ical
rest.  “We who believe do enter into his rest™—a faith rest
based upon our acceptance of Jesus as our satisfaction before
God. The tulness or this rest we attain wlhen we receive the
hegetting of the holy Spirit.  Aund this was typified by the
sending of the holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  Simi-
larly Israel's Sabbath Year of Jubilee has its antitype in the
great Millennial age of Rest.  (Acts 3:20) But we leave the
discussion of this for a more convenient sea-on.

The Great Teacher as a JTew wa< as much under the obliga-
tions of every feature of the Law Covenant as any other Jew,
We may be sure that he did not violate any feature of it. He
was obligated to keep the letter of it in a sense and degree
which he has not commanded us. his followers. 1t is ours
merely to keep the spirit of it. Hence if we were living in
Palestine neither the Seventh Day nor any other particular
day of the week would be obligatory upon us. But it would
he our pleasure to maintain the »pirit of the Jewish law.
Acting along the lines of this liberty, the early Church began
to meet on the First Day of the weck, because it was on that
day that their Redeemer arose from the dead. On that day
he appeared to some in the upper room and to two on the way
to Emmaus and to Mary, and subsequently to others of the
disciples near the tomb. “These four manifestations of the
Lord’s resurrection marked that day in a special sense as a
holy day to the early church. They waited during an entire
week and then again he appeared on the first day of the week.
Indeed, so far as we may know, all of his eight appearances
to his followers after his resurrection were on the first day
of the week. No wonder, then, it became known to them as the
Lord’s Day. No wonder if they specially associated with that
Day all the blessings of God and a rest of faith which came
to them through the Redeemer. Quite probably those who
lived in Jewish ecommunities would continue to observe the
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Se_\ enth Day also, because its general observance would make
this a necessity. But the First Day of the week became the
general time tor the Lord's tollowers tu assemble themselves
amd to partake of a simple meal called breaking ot bread
{not the Lord's Supper) in commemoration of the fact that
on the day of his resurrection Jesus manitested himself to
his followers in the breaking of bread.

THE LAW MADE VOID BY TRADITIONS

But we are not to understand from the present study that
the Master repioved the Jews for keeping the Seventh Day,
which was thewr duty. His reproofs attach to certain ex-
tremes. The Pharisees exaggerated some features and en-
tirely overestimated other teatures of the law., In ther
theory there was no harm in cating the corn on the Sabbath
Day, but to pull an ear of it they construed to be reaping.
And to rub it out ot the chaff they considered to be threshing
and winnowing. Similarly, to seratch or look for a flea was
estimated to be hunting, and thus God’s reasonable Law was
made to appear absurd. It was such absurdities only that
Jesus combatted. He showed that one had a right to satisty
his hunger, and cited a case where the Prophet David had
done so without blame. He cited also the fact that the priests
labored on the Sabbath Day without blame. He explained that
God was desirous of seeing in his creatures the qualily ot
mercy towards one another, rather than merely the sacrificing
of their comforts. Had they recognized this truth they would
ot have found fault with the Apostles.

Then, as though to demonstrate his position, he healed a
man with a withered hand, also demonstrating by his miracle
that he had the divine favor and that his teaching on the
subject hiad this evidence of its truthfulness. He pointed out
the inconsistency of his crities, saying that since they would
relieve one of their brute beasts, if he fell into a pit on the
Sabbuth they would =ee, therefore, how illogical was their posi-
tion in ohjecting to his performing cures of human ills on the
Sabbath Day. But the evil heart is not amenable to reason.
The very fact that he demonstrated his teachings to be su-
perior to theirs excited the Pharisees to envy, malice, hatred,
and the very spirit of murder. Thus they evidenced that they
lacked the quality of mercy, love, which God would specially
approve. and without which we cannot be his children. Sacri-
fice is right in its place, but mercy more particularly indi-
cates the acceptable condition of the heart. Quite probably
Jesus did so many of his miracles on the Sabbath Day as a
type—as a propletical picture of the great fact that the
antitypical day, the great Sabbath Day, will be the Scventh
Thousand Year period, the Millennium.

BE TEMPERATE

ProveERps 23:

GorbEN TeEXT:—“At the lust 1t biteth like a

While 1l eannot he said that the Bible commands total
abstinence from intoxicating lguors, it ean he said that every-
where trom Genesis {6 Revelation it reprobates drunkenness
and poimnts us to its debauching coffects as injurious both
physically and spiritually, We think probably that the climatie
conditions of the centers of eivilization and the nerve tension
of our day make the evils of intemperance specially grievous
at this time.  These facts would fully justify us as followers
of Jesus and the apostles shonld we go bevond them in urging
absolute abstinence as respects all wleoholie liquors, Special
cmergencies and conditions require to he <pecially met.

Ax, for instance, while Adam’s chilidren being nearly per-
feet could and did intermarry, nothine of the kind would be
wise or in any sense justifiable now hecause the great de-
pravity of our race through hercdity ha~ -o prefaced our
natures along certain lines of our weakne-ses that even for
two cousins to marry is dangerous a- respects the sanity of
their posterity. Tn other words. cireum-tances alter cases.
In the interim of nearly nineteen centuries undoubtedly great
changes have tuken place along certain lines and the wisest
and noblest of humanity are practically agreed that in our
day, at least, aleoholic beverages are extremely unwise, ex-
tremely injurious. “They are dangerous for the strong of
character, and awful, irresistible temptations to the weak,
who should have the encouragement of the strong in the bear-
ing of their burdens of hereditary weakness. The amount ot
erime and sin which directly and indircetly ave traceable to
the influence of alcohol should make all good people stand
in awe of it and use their influence in opposition to it. In
this we are not condemning all those who more or less par-
ticipate in the stream of crime and sin produced by aleohol.
Doubtless amongst those who manufacture and dispense these

IN ALL THINGS
29-35.—~—May 8.
scrpent and stingeth like an adder.—V. 32.
heverages there are, as well as amongst those who own stoek
in di~tillertes and breweries, persons of mnoble minds, who
would rather do good than do evil. By some process of
reasoning which we do not fully comprehend they throw the
responsibility off their own shoulders upon the shoulders ot
their weaker brethren and sisters of the human family. Un-
questionably money is at the bottom of the traflic. As the
Apostle declares, “The love of money is the ront of all evil.”
THE DRUNKARD'S PORTRAIT

In today's Study Solomon the Wise gives us the picture
of the drunkard—redness of eyes; woe; sorrow; contentious;
complaining. He advises, “Look not thou upon the wine when
it is red and giveth color to the cup and goeth down smoothly
At last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.”
It would appear that there is a charm or enticement connect-
ed with alcoholic stimulants which gradually wastes the strong
and quickly enthralls the weak of will. The wise man asso-
crates the demoniacal power of liquor with its twin-sister,
fleshly desire and general immorality. saying, “Thine eyes
shall behold strange women and thy heart shall utter perverse
things.” He adds, “Thou shalt be as he that lieth down in
the midst of the sea [like floating wreckage] and as he that
lieth on top of the mast”—in imminent danger of destruction.
He describes the condition of those who hecome beastly drunk.
They are unconscious of injury and seem to have their chiefest
pleasure in unconsciousness, so that, upon recovering from
one debauch, their desire is to seek the stimulation again.
Thus are the chains of slavery to a most degrading habit
gradually forged and manhood gradunally enslaved and earthly
prospects, not to mention heavenly hopes, go glimmering.

It is written in the Seriptures, “No drunkard shall inherit
the kingdom of heaven’”-—no drunkard. therefore. can hope to
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be a member of the body of Christ, the elect church. 'Thank
God, this no longer means to us his utter perdition, but it
does signify great loss. We are mever to forget, however,
that, having once been a drunkard and having turned from
that deplorable condition, the individual would be a drunkard
no longer. Let us remember that only ‘“‘overcomers” are
promised a share in his Millennial Throne and kingdom. He
who loses the mastery of his flesh to the extent of being a
drunkard is certainly not an overcomer and not at that time
in line for joint-heirship with Christ. The President of the
United States expressed the following sentiment: “To a man
who is actively engaged in reasonmable work, who must have
at his command the best that is in him, at its best—to him 1
would, with all the emphasis that I possess, advise and urge,
‘Leave drink alone—absolutely.” He who drinks is deliberately

WATCH TOWER
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disqualifying himself for advancement.
to take such a risk. I do not drink.”

When Mr. Taft expressed this he was Secretary of War,
and evidently did not disqualify himself for advancement by
his total abstinence, General Frederick D. Grant, an ocut-
spoken total abstainer, said: “Drink is the greatest curse ot
Christendom, because practically all crime and all disaster are
the result of it. Ninety-five per cent—I will make it no less—
of desertion and acts of lawlessness in the army is due to
drink. Vice is simply drink in another form. Whoever heard
of a saloon completely divorced from the ‘White Slave Tratlie,
or a house of infamy without a bar? You may tell the
young men that General Grant does not drink a drop of
liquor—has not for eighteen years—because he is afraid to
drink it.”

Personally I refuse

“PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE”

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:—

A few days ago a Brother put into my hands a little book-
let published in America, with the object of demolishing faith
in the Seripture chronology as shown in the STUDIES, and to
show that the deductions which have been drawn are hope-
lessly wrong. I found the booklet very dull, with its many
reiterations of statements that the findings of Vol. 2 are at
fault. Because it cannot do better it quotes Vol. 2 on the
necessity of a correct chronology, and that a difference of a
single year in that shown would throw the harmony into dis-
cord. Then it goes on to “prove” the chronology is wrong, and
being illcontent, it proceeds to make the discord. The claim
is that Jehoram, of Judah, did not reign as king of Judah
for eight years, as the Scriptures say, but that he reigned
four years with his father Jehoshaphat, and only four as real
king. As I happened to be familiar with the passages bearing
on this point of history I replied at once to the question put
to me, and the suggestion was made that I send the reply to
you, and in case you may have nothing better at hand, you
may judge it worth while to use it.

The ditficulty is raised by the attempt to correspond the
events of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. a task which, so
far as chronology is concerned, must always give unsatis-
factory results, because of the peculiar methods of reckoning
the vears of a reign, and because no attempts were made to
give details, The Father knew our needs, and caused a second
account to be given, one which gives an unbroken record of
the kings of Judah from David to the end of the kingdoms.
That which the book of Kings did not give we have in the
hooks of the Chronicles, surely a direct word to us from our

God, and surely a sufficient ground ior our faith. But take
the passage upon which all this opposition is based, and it
will be found to be a confirmation rather than a source of
doubt; it strengthens our faith!

Here is the account of the kings of Judal and Israel ahout
that time: Asa was contemporary with Ahab of Israel, three
years. (1 Kings 22:41) His son, Jehoshaphat, reigned twenty-
five years. In the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat, Ahaziah
of Israel began to reign and is said to have heen king two
years. But in the cighteenth year of‘Jehoshaphat. Jehoram
of Israel was made king, and he reigned tor twelve years. In
his fifth year Jehoshaphat died and Jehoram of Judah reigned
in his stead, and in the twelfth and last year of .Jehoram of
Israel Jehoram of Judah died, having reigned eight years.
(1 Kings 22:42, 51; 2 Kings 3:1: 8:16. 23) 'These passages
and this item of history well illustrate the difficulty of getting
a certain chronology from a comparison of the lives of the
kings of Judah and Israel; but it also shows that the account
in Chronicles is reliable, for the total years under review
agree even though the details do not show the closest harmony.
owing, as we have said, to the method of counting which
obtained. In this period the number of years for Judah is:
Asa, three years; Jehoshaphat, twenty-five; Jehoram, eight;
total, thirty-six, The number for Tsrael is: Ahab, twenty-
two vears; Ahaziah, two; Jehoram, twelve; a total of thirty-
six, exactly the same as recorded of Judah when we take the
Seripture statement that Jehoram of Judah reigned eight
years.

With much love in the T.ord, your brother,

J. HEMFERY.

THE REDEMPTION

PRICE AND ITS APPLICATION

“Ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, such as silver and gold

but with the precious blood of Christ.”—

1 Pet. 1:18, 19; 1 Cor. 6:20.

Our Lord’s sacrificed life constitutes the price cf redemp-
tion, but his having the price and the application of the price
are properly considered two things. He applied the price for
believers when “he ascended up on high, there to appear in
the presence of God for us”—the church, the household of
faith, the consecrated ones. And the Scriptures show us that
he will later apply this price for all mankind—that it is
intended for all ultimately, but has not as yet been applied
for all.

Hence the Scriptures declare that the “world still lieth in
the wicked one”; that mankind are still “children of wrath.”
We were “children of wrath even as others” still are, but we
have eseaped the condemnation that is on the world, because
the merit of Christ’s sacrifice has been applied on behalf of
believers and we came under the terms of that application
when we helieved the Lord, turned from sin, accepted the
Redeemer by faith, and made a consecration. Then we were
begotten of the holy Spirit of the T.ord.

It might be asked: Since our human life is sacrificed at
the time of our consecration and hegetting of the holy Spirit,
will it be true that. when the last member of the hody of
Christ has offered himself in sacrifice and is spirit-begotten,
all the imputed life rights so sacrificed will be in the hands
of our Lord? And if this be frue, would it be necessary for
all the tribulation class to be resurrected before the blood or
merit could he applied for the sealing of the New Covenant?
And again: Might not the New Covenant he sealed and the
ancient worthies brought forth as the first-fruits thereof hefore
the resurrection of the tribulation class?

The =acrifice is unto the Father and accepted by the Father,
and. so far as we will be concerned, the matter might be con-
cidered as ended at the time the last consecrated member of
the hody of Christ has made his calling and election sure.

But on the other hand the “great company” eclass entered
into an arrangement, not with confidence in their own ahbility to
accomplish anything for themselves, but hecause of the specific
arrangement made that the Redeemer would cover all their
sins, all the imperfections and shortcomings that were theirs
at the time of their consecration, which the Apostle speaks of
as “the sins that are past through the forhearance of God.”

The TLord Jesus offered to be their Advocate with the
Father and to be with them, an ever-present help in time of
trouble. He promised to be their Advocate in respect to all
the trials and difficulties of life, and in their hattlings with
the flesh and in the occasional manifestations of the imperfee-
tions of the flesh, contrary to the will of the new creature,
He agreed to advocate for all this, and hence his interest in
these members of the “great company” will continue after the
“little flock” class shall have been dealt with and shall have
passed beyond the vail. And since the basis of his advocacy
is the merit of his sacrifice, the maintaining of his standing
as their Advoeate would seem to require that he should retain
for this purpose. in the hands of the Father, the merit of his
sacrifice, and hence would not yet apply it for the sealing ot
the New Covenant for Tsrael and through Tsrael for all the
world.

Tn the type. the sending away of the scape-goat into the
wilderness toward the close of the Day of Atonement and no
account heing given of its destruction, might scem to imply
that the “great company” and their experiences would not he
taken into consideration at all heyvond the time of the sending
awayv of the goat: hut the argument foregoing seems to prove
conelusively that the merit of Christ must continue applicahle
until the last member of the “great company” shall have suf-
fered the complete destruction of the flesh which he failed to
give up voluntarily.
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SOME INTERESTING QUESTIONS

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GARMENTS OF GLORY AND BEAUTY

_ WQuestion—\Was there any significance in the fact that the
High Priest. after having performed the services of the Day
oi Atonement, took off lis linen garments in the Holy and
left them there and put on garments of glory and beauty
when hLe came forth to bless the people?

Answer—The High Priest all through this Gospel age is
carrying on the work of sacrifice; it was not only when he
offered up himself, but during all this age he continues to be
the sacrificing Priest, and although he has passed beyond the
vail. he is still, so to speak, in the linen garments ot sacrifice;
and his secondary offering. that of the antitypical goat, will
be accomplished in the linen garments, when he will enter 1
beyond the vail and present the blood of his body, which is
the church, at the close of this antitypical Atonement Day,
when the chureh shall have filled up 1ts share of the sacritice
ot Chist. Our Lord, the High Priest, will then, the second
time, sprinkle the blood, the merit, upon the mercy-seat, there-
by scabmng the New Covenant and applying his merit on “be-
half of all the people.™

Having done this he will come forth to bless the people;
but he will not agam appear in the hinen garments of sacrifice,
The change will be made unseen to the world. The last they
will see will be the going in of the priests after the sacrificial
work of the present time. the Gospel age, and the first they
will see in the New Dispensation will be the appearance of
the great P'riest in gilory and beauty—in “the glorious gar-
ments.”  Not that they will see these with their natural eye;
but his glory shall be revealed through the ministration ot the
New Covenant blessings to Israel and the world, and this
revelation of all the glorious things represented in the various
garments of the High Priest will be a manifestation that will
last all through the Millennial age—the various robes, the
ephod, ete.,, will all have their fulfiflment then in the glorious
work of the Anointed One.

The beginning ot this manifestation in glory will be in the
time of trouble, of which time we read: *“All shall wail be-
cause of him.” It is his manitestation in power, the breaking
in pieces of things of this present order of affairs, that will
cause the great time of trouble that the Seriptures anmounce
will be the conclusion of this Age and the inauguration of the
Millennial age. Thus the appearing in glory will have various
stages, but all will be on the glorious plane; none will be
again on the sacrificial plane of the present age.

In this picture of the robes of the Priest we understand
that the High Priest typified the entire Priesthood, the Under-
Priests as well as the Head; that the Head did not nced the
covering, but that the covering of the linen garments repre-
sented the merit of Christ imputed to us, the members of his
body. whom the Father accepts and justifies and whose imper-
fections are covered through him, We understand that the
white robe represents especially our share in the picture; that
the High Priest going forth in glory typifies in large measure
the glory of the chureh in connection with her Head, as we
read: "It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know
that when he shall appear, we shall be like him, for we shall
see him as he iv”  Another Seripture declares that we shall
be his glorious body, ov his body i glory, and that “we shall
be glorified together with him.”

WOMAN THE GLORY OF MAN-~-THE CHURCH THE GLORY
OF CHRIST

Question—In the Seripture which says that woman is the
glory of mau, 1s the mtimation conveyed that the church is
the glory ot Christ?

Answer—We understand it is, We are not to understand
by this, however. that woman i< the glory of the man in the
sense of being more glorious than the man; nor that the
church is the glory of Christ in the sense oi being more
glorious than Christ; nor that the Son is the glory of the
Father in the <cnse of being more glorious than the Father;
but we do understand that the Father is especially glorified
in the Son becau-e of the closeness of the relationship existing
between them and hecause of the honor that the Father has
shown the Son. Similarly Christ will be glorified in the church
because the wondertul glory that will be manifested through
the church will be a reflection of the glory of Jesus—all as a
result of the Father's grace through him.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF COALS FROM THE ALTAR

Question—What is signified by the Priest’s taking coals
from the altar and using the same for the offering of the
incense in the Holy?

Answer.~We sce that the fire used in all three of these
different places represented our Lord’s dying, or death process,
The fire outside the Camp represented the destructive in-
fluences which c¢ame against him and caused his death, as
viewed from the world’s standpoint. The fire in the Court
represented the same destruetive influences that came against
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him and caused his death, as viewed from the standpoint ot
believers. To those outside the Camp the burning of the flesh
and hide and hoofs and horns had a very evil odor, bad odor.
To those that were inside the Court the burning of the fat—
it was practically all fat in the sin-offering that was offered
on the altar at this time-—represented that which is not a
bad odor, as the burning of fat does not give off a bad odor
when burned under proper conditions and circumstances, as
it is almost all pure carbon. As has already been suggested,
the fat would represent the love and zeal which would charac-
terize the sacrifice. In a lean animal there is very little tat;
in a fat animal there is much fat to be put on the altar and
correspondingly would augment the zeal, the flame, with which
it would burn. But entirely aside from the burning of the
fat and of the animal outside the Camp is the fact that fire
was used to start this flame of sacred love and seli-sacrifice.

The coals of fire upon the altar, that which caused the
burning of the fat, would not seem to represent anything that
our Lord had or did, but rather experiences from the ordinary
affairs of life. Wood doubtless was used on the altar, ag we
read in some places, and the glowing embers from this fire
upon the altar were taken inside the vail to constitute the
basis of the offering on the Golden Altar, the offering of the
incense. This shows, therefore. that the fire was of the same
kind in all three of these pictures—wood-lire that burned the
animal outside; wood-fire that burned the fat in the Court;
and wood-fire or coals of fire, that burned the incense upon
the Golden Altar.

What does fire here represent? We answer that, as usual,
fire represents destructive influences. Was there anytling
peculiar about these destructive influences that would mark
them as separate and distinet from many other de-tructive
influences, Qur thought is that the fact that they are con-
nected with the altar and were typified by the fire which
burned only on the altar, implies that they were destructive
influences which were connected with the sacrificing; not the
destructive influences which might come against mankind in
general, as disease, or war, or famine, or pestilence, or h"om
some other such general source of fire, trouble, destruction.
but rather here a sacrificial fire, sacrificial influence, some-
thing connected with what was being offered; therefore such
adverse influences as would be of the Father’s appointment
and for the very purpose of accomplishing this test or sacri-
fice; as our Lord expressed it, using another figure: “The cup
which my Father hath poured for me, shall I not diink it?”
It was not the Jews that poured that cup for him; it was not
the Pharisees that poured that cup; it was not the Romans; it
was not the people nor the hypocrites; it was not the scribes
that poured that cup; but it was the Father who provided
the cup.

We would understand, then, that all these coals of fire rep-
resent those classes of circumstances and conditions which the
Father provides for the very purpose of proving the character
and the loyalty and tue genwmneuness of our devotion. Carrying
the coals 1nto the Holy would thus seein to identify tuose two
altars as expressing to us in symbol or type that the spirit
of devotion which believers see consuming the sacrifice that
is voluntarily otfered to the Lord and which, while in line,
in harmony with righteousness, is not commanded by the
divine law, 1s the sacrificing principle which is so acceptable
in God's sight. It was in harmony with this, therefore, that
our Lord offered up himself, in the sense of crumbling the
incense upon the fiery coals. Thus day by day he laid down
his life, allowed himself to come in contact with these ex-
periences, which served to destroy hisg earthly nature and sent
torth a sweet fragrance to God. It was not any and every
tribulation ,as before intimated, but simply those which the
Father bad provided and were connected with his sacrificial
experience.

SWEETENING OF THE WATERS OF MARAH

Question.—\What typical significance is there in the fact
that when the waters of Marah were found to be bitter, and
the Children of Israel had no water to drink, Moses caused
a certain tree to be cut down and thrust into the stream, and
thus sweetened the waters?

Answer.—As a result of Adam’s sin there was nothing
permanently refreshing for God’s people to partake of. Those
who desired to be his pcople, those who lett the world behind
them, found a great deal of unsatisfaction, if we may so
express it, from the provisions of the law, which brought only
condemnation. In due time, however, God caused the death
of our Lord Jesus, and through or by means of his death—
through the message of the ransom saecrifice—those who drink
of this fact, this water, will not find that brackish taste.

We might say that it would not be unreasonable to con-
sider that there is a correspondency of this at the present
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time. During the dark ages the water of life became very
much polluted, and, as a consequence, undesirable. When we
came to the waters of the Lord's Word and found that they
were brackish and impure, nauseating, not wholesome, the
ford 1 his providence showed us more clearly than we have
scen in the past the great doctrine of the ransom, the reason
for the cutting off of our Lord Jesus in death, Here was the
maniiestation of divine love and mercy. And since we have
realized this truth; since the truth has come in contact with
and purified the message of the dark ages, we ean partake of
it with refreshment and joy.

We may not know if this was intended to be a corre-
spondency, but we can at least draw some lessons from it, the
lessons being true whether the matter was intended to be thus
applied or mnot.

SOME TYPES OF THE RESURRECTION

Question.—Since the Lord arranged very many types dur-
ing the Jewish age respecting the Gospel age and the future,
what would you consider the most 1mportant type of the
resurrection?

Answer.—If we consider this question as relating especially
to our Lord we see a number of types that very forcefully
illustrate his resurrection. The one our Lord mentioned should
be classed as amongst the most important, for two reasons:
First, because he mentioned it and thus gave it prominence,
and sccond, because it and it alone of all the types gives the
exact length of time of his entombment. Our Lord’s words
were, “As Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly
of the fish, so shall the Son of man be three days and nights
in the heart of the earth,” thus indicating that his resurrec-
tion would be on the third day and that he would be brought
forth from the grave as Jonah was brought forth from the
belly of the fish, which he styled “the belly of hell,” the
grave, sheol, the hades condition.

Tt would appear, too, from the Apostle’s words, that we
should give prominence to the picture of our Lord’s resurrec-
tion as shown by Abraham’s receiving Isauc as from the dead,
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when he had already consecrated him to death and was about
to slay him, the Lord staying his hand and giving him instead
another sacrifice.

We are justified also in supposing that the “wavesheaf”
offering was a very promunent illustration or type ot the
resurrection of our Loid, particularly beeause 1t oceurred just
at the time which marked the day of his resurrection, the
morrow after the Sabbath, the fifticth day betore Pentecost.
This was apparently given to illustrate the raising up of our
Lord Jesus as “the first-fruits- unto God,” “the first-fruits of
them that slept,” *‘the first that should rise from the dead.”
{t. theretore, 1s a very beautiful picture. See Lev. 23:10, 11,

5, 16.

If we think of the types of the world’s resurrection we see
a variety, As has been suggested, the crossing of Jordan
might be considered a type of the passing out of the death
condition into Canaan beyond. The Jubilee, the restoration
of every man to his former estate, is certainly a wonderful
picture of the ‘“times of restitution of all things,” of the
lifting of humanity up out of sin, degradation and death, out
of their Jost condition, and bringing them back to the former
estate, full perfection of the human nature.

We would be fully justified, we think, in considering as
types the miracles of our Lord in awakening some of the
sleepers—Lazarus, Jairus’ daughter and the son of the widow
of Nain. These were given to us as foreshadowing, and there-
fore in a sense as typifying or illustrating the resurrection.

Another picture of the resurrection, not only the awaken-
ing, but also the raising up of mankind, is shown in the end
of the Day of Atonement. When Moses had received the bless-
ing for the people as a result of the second sprinkling of the
blood, he eame forth, and, lifting up his hands, blessed the
people. The people were waiting in dust and sackeloth and
sorrow because of sin, and now the Dblessing of Moses and
Aaron, the Lord’s blessing through them, signified the removal
of that curse and the uplifting of the people—their raising
up from sorrow to the rejoicing in the Lord.

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

Divine Providence permitting. Brother Russell and the
party of friends accompanying him on the trip to Palestine,
expect to have the privilege of celebrating the antitypical
Passover Supper, commemorating our Lord’s death, by par-
taking of the emblems, the bread and the wine, in Jerusalem,
and in the “upper room” in which, according to tradition, the
Lord and the Apostles partook of the last Passover Supper
together, and where the Lord instituted that service which so
wonderfully sets forth his death and the privilege afforded the
“members in particular of his body” of being broken together
with him, and of participating in the communion (common-
union) of his sacrificial blood, by drinking the cup with him.

That all who desire may be together in spirit at that
season and have their thoughts and prayers directed along the
same lines at the same time, we submit a table of the relative
time of day it will be in other places:—

7 p. m., Friday, April 22, at Jerusalem, will correspond to

the following time, on the same day, at these places:—

6 p. m. in Berlin, Germany, and surroundings.

5p.m. in London and British Isles.

1 p.m.in Maritime Provinces.

12 noon, in New York, N. Y.; Washingion, D. C., and all
Eastern time cities.

11 a. m. in Chicago, St. Louis and all Central time cities.

10 a. m. in Denver and all Mountain time cities.

9 a. m. in San Francisco and Pacific Coast time cities.

The Congregation of the Brooklyn Tabernacle will gather
together to celebrate the Memorial at 13-17 Hicks street in the
evening of the same day at 8 o’clock. As before announced
in THE TowrR no special invitation is extended to distant
friends, as the best interests are perhaps served by each group
gathering together in its respective locality. However, those
living in places which present no favorable opportunity for
observing the event will be welcomed at any of the classes.

JOYFUL IN TRIBULATIONS

“ESTEEMING THE REPROACH OF CHRIST GREATER RICHES THAN THE TREASURES oF EGYPT.”

When we consider all thy goodness, Father,
Thy gentleness, thy tenderness, thy grace,
Our hearts stir with the mighty impulse
Thy praise to show in every time and place.

That all our outward life might show thy praises:
That other souls might know how good thou art,

And thatl our every thought and word and action
Might show our heart. like thine own perfect heart.

Thv sons, indeed! and when thy face, O Father,
Seems turne¢ away. and we are chastened sore,

We thank thee for thy love so true and faithful
That scourgeth whom thou lovest mdre and more.

We praise thee. since in all thy gentle dealings
We see thy glory and thy heauty shine,

And in each act of thine we read so clearly
The sacred, holy peace of love Divine.

But, Father, more than all for this we thank thee—
For privilege to serve and suffer still,

As did our blessed Lord and holy Master:
Our sacred joy, since ’tis thy sacred will.

Thus, Father, spare us not; let fall the death stroke
Of pain and suff’ring that our flesh must see.
But give us grace that in the sharp ordeal,
Our hearts may yield sweet perfume unto thee.

We glory in our fleshly tribulation:
No joy of earth is sweet as pain for thee.
If pain for thee is sweet, what is the measure
Of Kingdom joy, our rapture soon to he!'
Erurr, HALSTEAD,

THE PRIVILEGE AND POWER OF PRAYER

[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of September 15, 1895, which please sce.]
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SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

Drar BroTHER RUSSELL:—

Your kind letter to the pilgrims and colporteurs at hand,
which was very much appreciated, and I will indeed endeavor
to profit by suggestions. We have heen in the colporteur work
now for seven years, and these years have indeed been the most
blessed of all others. We have by the Lord's grace delivered
6,271 books this year as against 7,088 last year. We trust
that we may prove so faithful that the Lord will permit us
to serve to the very end. It would be hard to do anything
else; and if faithful we neced not, bhut may continue tor 1.000
years in this glorious work. How wonderful that the Lord
arranged his work in such a way that we can all help and
receive the blessing connected therewith!

I wish, dear Brother Russell. to assure you of my continued
and growing love for yvou as the Lord’s servant over the
barvest work. 1 am very thankful to the dear Lord that my
faith in vou, and in this being the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, has not bheen shaken.

It seems very clear to me that if T have been reckoned per-
fect, and then say T need a mediator (a reconciler), I ignore
my reckoned perfection,  Surely [ would want to know in
advance what 1 am to receive in place of the blessed truth.
bhetore T cast it aside.

I feel sure that the Lord's grace will be sufficient for jou.
for our Master said, No man i~ able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand.  Nevertheless, let me assure you of my deep
sympathy and also appreciation for your labor of love. 1
recerved all my knowledge of “present truth” through the
DawnN-Stupnigs, and surely, if my heart is right, T would
esteem you very highly in love for your work’s sake. May
the dear Lord hless you more and more. May he pour you
out such a blescing that there shall not be room enough to
receive it, T remember you personally in my prayers daily.
that you may continue to ahide in his love. Pray for me, dear
Brother. T thank you very much for the cross and crown pin;
vou may send it to my address heve,

Yours in the glorious harvest work.

Ray Vax HynNixNe.--Obio.
My Drar Broruir AND BrLOVED PASTOR:—

T thank God and take courage, because of the marvelous
light that is now shining upon my so darkened horizon; and,
praise God, it is to shine brighter and brighter unto the per-
tect day. Running from one denomination to another, think-
ing myself satisfied and soon finding myself more thirsty than
ever, oh how T was eraving for the real water of life! At last
1 landed among the tongue-people, who got nnder the power.
T eried to God might and day to give me this new tongue. 1T
was sure now that if T could only get this tongue I should
always he satizfied. T <tarved myself for days and weeks in
order to “wet down flexh.” 1 was soon a veritable skeleton
and. of conrse, commenced “to shake” from nervousness. Then
the tonoue-people comnienced to operate on my jaws and soon
I wa~ declarel of the interpreter as “speaking in a new
tongue.” [ kept tazung. kept nervous, kept <haking and kept
“talking aw.ay” a< long a~ T felt a nerveus strain: I thomght
“the spirit”™ was upon me.

Yet under all this T am sure God saw my earnest heart.
and sent me deliverance. Two sisters of the tongue-people
were the cause. One, the foremost in the ranks of the tongue-
movement, was under the power: the other had a vision. “I
see a hand.” said the sister. “Jt's a child’s hand.” said the
sister under the power and supposed to be used hy the holy
Ghost to answer all questions. “No. it is a grown person’s
hand.” saad the sister in her vision, “Ah. yes! (as correcting
herself) the Savior's hand.” said the sister under the power.
T was sitting listening to them, and I thought at the moment,
“T{ the holy Spirit is giving a vision to one and explaining
it through another. would it not correspond”? At once the
scales fell from my eyes, so to speak. From that time the
demons lost their control over me more and more. Soon atter
a friend (not in “present truth”) handed me THE DIVINE
PLAN oF THE AcEs. T was offered this book six years before.
hut wounld not accept it, answering that my Bible was enough

when 1 saw things explained, according to Scripture whbich 1
had long been looking for. 1 at once began to study it night
and day. I can now say, “Glory to God in the highest.” His
choicest blessing upon you, dear Brother Russell.

One of the smallest of his little ones, C. J.

IN REPLY

JENSEN.

DtAR BROTHER: —

I am duly in receipt of your kind letter of the 5th mstant
and rejoice with you in the peace and joy that has come to
yvour heart through a clearer appreciation of the love of ow
God as it shines in the face of Christ Jesus our Redeemer, and
the wonderful Gospel in him.  Truly, our God “hus put a new
song into our mouths, even the praises of our God,” and we
o forth with great rejoicing in the privileges that we have
of heing witnesses of these things.

NSo walking in our dear Lord as you have received him, may
you bhecome rooted and grounded and built up in him that au
liis revelation you may he granted an abundant entrance into
the everlasting kingdom,

Very sincerely vour Brother and fellow-servant.

DrAR BrROTHrR RUSSELL:—

Greetings to you and the dear co-laborers at Brooklyn.
Nome monthstago a sister hanided me the report of expendi-
tures of & mission in India, 1 wrote to the address, telhng
how wonderfully God is revealing to his people his wonderful
plan. mentioning among other things Daniel’s prophecies, and
saying that if they would like to read along lines which have
been «pecially helpful to me 1 would he glad to send them
some literature. I heard nothing for some time and was
about to give up all hope. But while in Chicago a letter
came which I will copy and enclose. This sister who handed
me the report. Sister Pauline Martens, of ¥t. Wayne, says
the=e native missionaries are strong characters, but, as you
will wee by the letter, lack light.

I have already sent “Food for Thinking Christians.” *\What
is the Soul” “Our Lord’s Return,” and several other tracts.
also several copies of PEOPLES PuULrIT.

T had no exira copy of Vol. 1 and. thinking yon wuuld be
interested in this matter, I copied the letter for you,

Your sister in his service and in the hope of a share in
the “first resurrection.” B. H. Ross.

THE REPLY

My DrEAR SISTER IN CHRIST:—

I am very late in anawering your kind letter, but 1 know
vou will pardon the delay. as my illness this year has caused
it. My head and my eyes have troubled me for several months,
but the Lord is faithful and he has kept me. T am much
hetter now and can attend to almost all the work the Lord
has put inlo my hands.

T shall be so glad and so thankful to you for the reading
vou said you would send me regarding the prophecies of
Daniel, if I wanted them. Not only I, but my friend and sis-
ter in the Lord, Miss Chandra. also will thankfully receive
and read what you send. T had been praying the Lord spe-
viallv and T regard yvour offer as an answer to my prayer.

The Lord bless you abhundantly above all that we can ask
or think. Wishing you a very happy New Year with rich
gifts from the Lord unto his glory,

T am gratefully yours in him.

SHORAT CHUCHEBUTTY.—India
IN REPLY
DEAR SISTER:—

In the absence of Brother Russell we are acknowledging
vour kind letter.

With vou we are much interested in the dear one in India
concerning whom you advice us. We know that it would be
in harmony with Brother Russell’s desire to send this brother
at least the first volume of ScrIPTURE STUDIES, but are uncer-
tain whether you request us to mail this copy to you that vou
might remail it to him, or if you desire that we forward it
to him from here. We await information on this point, when
we will bring the entire matter to the attention of Brother
Russell.

Yours in the love and =ervice of the Truth,

for me. He kept on advising me to 1ead it, so at last T told
hmm T would look it over. T had searcely opened its pages
BIRTHDAY
Four pounds of love we send to thee today.
And only four,
Tror Unele Samuel’s mail bags. they say,
Can take no more.
But mail bags, hoxes, sacks of ev'ry kind
Are all too small,
(142-134)

GREETINGS

And only hearts are large enough
To hold it all.
So take our love on the installment plan.
Dear friend of mine—
We send a part today, more when we ean.
We trust for thine!
Crass At NAassau, N, 1L
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