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image and likeness of his Creator. The uplifting or resurrec­
tion work St. Peter refers to as the "Restitution of all things 
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began.”—Acts 3:21.

NOT UNIVERSALISM EITHEB
Nor does this mean universal everlasting life, for the 

Scriptures declare that such as refuse to profit by the glorious 
opportunities of the Millennium; such as refuse to be uplifted 
to perfection, shall be destroyed from amongst the people in 
the second death— "They shall be as though they had not 
been.” (Obad. 10) I remind you again of our Lord’s teaching 
on this subject. He entered the synagogue at Capernaum 
and, being asked to read the lesson, He chose Isaiah, the 
sixty-first chapter, and read respecting Himself and His work 
—that a part of it would be "to open the prison doors and 
set at liberty the captives. We are well aware that our Lord 
did not open any of the literal prisons, such as John the Bap­
tist was confined in. He made no effort to succor him. The 
prison-house which Christ will open is the great prison-house, 
the tomb, which now holds approximately twenty thousand 
millions of our race. At his second advent our Lord will open 
this great prison-house and allow all the prisoners to come 
forth, just as truly as he did in the example— in the case of 
Lazarus. Nor will he call them from heaven, purgatory and 
hell, but, just as He declared, “ Lazarus, come forth,” "all that 
are in their graves shall bear His voice and come forth.” 

WHERE ARE THE DEAD?
My dear friends, you had before your minds the answers 

to our question from the highest to the lowest earthly authori­
ties. None of them was satisfactory. Now you have heard 
the testimony of God’s Word—the divine declaration as to 
“ Where are the dead?” Harkening to the voice from heaven 
we are assured that they are really dead and that all their 
hopes as respects the future are centered, first, upon the re­
demptive work of our Lord Jesus, accomplished at Calvary, 
and, secondly, upon the work of resurrection which, at His 
second advent, He is to accomplish for those whom He re­
deemed. If perchance you have a shade of disappointment as 
respects a saintly brother or sister, father or mother or child, 
who you hoped was already in heaven, then as a consolation 
look at the other side of the question—behold how many of 
your loved ones, kith and kin, friends and foes and neighbors, 
according to your theory and all the prevalent theories, have 
been suffering untellable woe since their death and would be 
suffering similarly for long centuries to come—consider the 
relief of mind and heart you get from the knowledge of the 
truth; that they are not alive anywhere, but simply dead, or 
more poetically they are “Asleep in Jesus,” in the sense that 
He is their Redeemer, in whom all their hopes of a future 
awakening reside.

PRESENT YOUR BODIES SACRIFICES
Just a closing word! Our subject would lack a proper 

finish if we did not explain Scripturally why God has delayed 
the world’s blessing, the resurrection, nearly two thousand 
years since the death of Jesus. The reason is such a glorious 
one! It must appeal to every true Christian heart and make 
it glad. It is this:

God purposed the selection of the church before the bless­
ing of resurrection should go to the world. This church is 
called sometimes “ the body of Christ, which is the church,.” 
of which Jesus is the Head. Again it is styled “ the bride 
the Lamb’s wife.”  Ever since Pentecost the Heavenly Father 
has been drawing believers to Jesus’ side. After having been 
justified through faith in the precious blood, they have been 
invited to become Jesus’ disciples, his followers, to walk in 
his steps, to lay down their lives in the Father's service, as 
Jesus did, and to develop in their hearts the fruits and graces 
of the holy Spirit to such a degree that they might be called 
"Copies of God’s dear Son.”

The promise to these is not the resurrection of restitution 
promised the world during the Millennium. On the contrary, 
these have a “heavenly calling.” After their consecration they 
are begotten of the holy Spirit and then instructed in the 
school of Christ and submitted to trials and discipline in 
various ways, for the purpose of chiseling and polishing their 
characters as now creatures. These are a “ little flock,” gath­
ered one here and one there; “saints” from all denominations 
and from outside of all denominations, for “ the Lord knoweth 
them that are his.” When the predestined number of the 
“ elect" shall have been selected and polished the present age 
will end. Our Lord will come in second advent glory and 
power. His elect bride will constitute the first resurrection 
class, from earthly to heavenly nature, “ changed in a mo­
ment,” for “ flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God.”— 1 Cor. 15:50.

Then will come the holy, invisible Millennial kingdom and 
the binding of Satan and the destruction of his unholy, in­
visible kingdom, and the setting loose of agencies for the en­
lightening and uplifting of the whole race.

To those who are already the Lord's consecrated sainls, 1 
say, Lift up your heads and realize more fully than ever be 
fore the glorious fulness of the heavenly calling, of which 
you have been made partakers. To others who have the hear­
ing ear and appreciate this high calling we say, permit the 
love of God, and of Christ to constrain you and become dis­
ciples indeed of Jesus, laying aside every weight and every be­
setting sin, and entering the race and pressing with vigor to 
its end and crown of glory!

WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTURES CONCERNING HELL?
“To the Law and to the Testimony • I f  they speak not aocording to this Word, it is because there is no

Light in them.”—Isa. 8:20. 
fReprint from March 15, 1900, issue, which please see.]
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THE GREAT PRIEST WILL MEDIATE
A priest in the only true sense is a mediator between God 

and fallen creatures, to restore and establish harmony on a 
legal basis. I inquire then, Is not Jesus the Priest to the 
church and would not this imply that he is the church’s 
Mediator, to restore and establish harmony on a legal basis?”

We answer. No. After we have become members of the 
church we are new creatures, to whom old things have passed 
away and all things have became new and against whom there 
is no condemnation. The new creatures are not to be restored. 
It is not true that we, were new creatures at first and fell 
from that condition and are to be restored to it. We fell as 
human creatures, and as such we are never to be “ restored to 
harmony with God on a legal basis.” Such restitution God has 
provided for the world during the Millennium, but not for the 
church. As new creatures we are members of the Priest who 
is to thus restore the world—our Lord is the Head and we are 
his “ members.” The picture of the future is that of Melchise- 
dec’s—a priest upon his throne.

When we read, “ Consider Jesus, the High Priest of our 
profession,” the meaning is, the Chief Priest of our kind or 
order of priests. We are to consider him as our example, 
that, as members, wo may present our sacrifice as he, our 
Forerunner, presented his. As a priest in receiving us as 
members of his own body, the church, his attitude toward us

would necessarily be as different as is the relationship into 
which we are received. Jesus received the apostles on ac­
count of their faith and consecration before he died for their 
sins and before he “ appeared in the presence of God for us” 
to make atonement for their sins and ours and to secure for 
them and for us the evidence of reconciliation to the Father— 
tile holy Spirit begetting. He has appeared for all of the same 
class— riot as Mediator, but as an Advocate applying his blood 
on our behalf because of our faith and obedience.

HE IS ADVOCATE FOR ALL WHO OBEY HIM
“ I notice that you make a clear distinction between the 

church and the world in the matter of sin-atonement—prov­
ing (I believe Scripturally), that our Lord has thus far made 
atonement to justice only on behalf of consecrated believers, 
and that atonement will not be made for the sins of the world 
until the end of this Gospel age, when the great Priest will 
present the merit of his ransom sacrifice on behalf of the 
world, as it is now appropriated to the church: only that now 
it is granted to the church as a basis for sacrifice unto death 
of the flesh and all its earthly rights, whereas the appropria­
tion of the future to the world will be unto life and actual 
restitution.

"I notice also your presentation that the drawing of the 
world will bo during the Millennial age, and by the great

[4553]



(51-52) T H E  W A T C H  T O W E R B r o o k ly n , N. Y.

Messiah under the New Covenant arrangements and that the 
calling of believers during this Gospel age is not by the Son 
but by the Father, and not under the New Covenant, but under 
the Abrahamic Covenant. I agree that the Scriptures you cite 
uphold your position.

“ I note also your claim that those drawn by the Father 
during the Gospel age are of a different character from the 
world in general and that this accounts for God’s special 
dealing with them— their justification by faith and the offer 
to them of a share in the sacrifice of Messiah and a share in 
the glories of his Millennial kingdom. But here I am some­
what perplexed and hence the following question.

“ But how can we harmonize this presentation with the 
statement of the Apostle? After speaking of the world in 
general he seems to declare that we who have received Christ 
were once in the same ungodly condition. His words are, 
‘Wherein in timo past ye walked according to the course of 
this world, according to the Prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past 
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desire of the flesh and 
of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others.’ (Eph. 2:2, 3) If the world needs a Mediator why 
not also the church?”

It is quite true that all of Adam’s children shared in his 
fall and became “by nature children of wrath.” Yet there is 
a difference amongst these “ children of wrath.” While they 
are all imperfect and unable to commend themselves to God 
by good works, so as to merit eternal life and divine favor, 
nevertheless some of them have good hearts, good intentions, and 
secretly if not openly long for righteousness and fellowship 
divine. As, for instance, St. Paul describes his condition as a 
Jew, and presumably the condition of other Jews, when he 
says: “ With the mind I myself serve the law of God. . . .
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh), dwelleth no 
good thing.”  (Bom. 7:2.1, 18) His mind assented that the 
divine requirement is “ just and holy and good,” and he de­
sired to live up to that glorious standard and to be worthy 
of eternal life. But his flesh inherited imperfections, which 
hindered him from fulfilling the desires of his mind and keep­
ing the divine law. Hence his cry, “ 0 wretched man that I 
am! Who shall deliver me from this dead body?” He recog- 
ni/.ed his flesh as imperfect and under the divine law sentenced 
to death; but his mind was perfect, was loyal to God. If he 
could only get rid of the imperfect body and have a new body, 
then indeed he could and would live up to the divine standard 
and gain eternal life according to the Law. Oh, who would 
deliver him ?

Then he thanks God that deliverance from the sin-con­
demned body has been provided through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
This is a faithful illustration of all those who are now ac­
cepted by the Lord under this Gospel call as antitypical priests 
and Levites. We were all “ children of wrath, even as others,” 
outwardly, but having turned from sin, Christ was revealed 
to our eye of faith as our Redeemer and we accepted him and 
his cross by faith and were accepted by the Father. We were 
first of all drawn, influenced, by a desire for God and for his 
righteousness and a distaste for sin. In God’s providence we 
were next directed to Jesus as the world’s Redeemer and in­
formed that, although the time for the world’s salvation is 
not yet, we are in the time of the gathering of the elect church 
as “ his members,” his bride, and that if we desire forgiveness 
of sins and reconciliation towards God we should accept his 
terms and present our bodies living sacrifices, and receive the 
begetting of his Spirit, then be educated in the school of Christ 
and tested as to our loyalty to righteousness and afterward 
bo received to glory and joint-heirship in the great kingdom 
of Messiah through which blessing, salvation, restitution is 
coming to all mankind.

The Scriptures do not teach that all of the “ called”  class 
were born in this condition of preferring righteousness to sin, 
horn “ feeling after God;”  but they do intimate that not un­
til we reach that position, whether old or young, were we ready 
properly to receive the gift of God—the forgiveness of sins 
and acceptances to probationary membership in the body of 
Christ. These need no Meditorial kingdom to subdue them 
and gradually during a thousand years bring them to perfec­
tion and readiness to be introduced to the Father. The Father 
has made for them a special, peculiar arrangement of faith- 
justification as instead of actual-justification or restitution. 
As soon as they accept by faith the fact of their redemption 
and then sacrifice the redeemed rights to earthly life, that 
soon they are acceptable to God and acknowledged as his 
children by the holy Spirit which he imparts.

Before their justification on the basis of their sacrifice of 
earthly nature, they had the desire for righteousness pleasing

to God, and when they accepted his arrangements through the 
merit of Christ they were instantly begotten as sons and 
needed no mediation, either before or after, but merely that 
their Redeemer, Elder Brother, Bridegroom in Glory, should 
act for them as their Advocate. “ We have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous,” who appears for us 
and makes good out of his own merit for all of our unin­
tentional imperfections and short-comings.— 1 John 2:1.

ABRAHAM’ S JUSTIFICATION AND OURS
“Abraham was justified by faith without a mediator, as 

you have pointed out. We, the church, also, as you point out, 
are justified by faith and not by a covenant nor by a mediator. 
Yet evidently there is some difference, because Abraham had 
not the privilege which we enjoy. Kindly explain the differ­
ence between his justification and ours.”

We answer that Abraham was justified by his faith to 
fellowship with God, and his faith would have justified him 
to complete restitution privileges, had he lived, under the 
privileges of the Millennium—or to faith-restitution with sac­
rificing privileges had he lived after instead of before our 
Lord died for our sins and provided justification to life for 
believers. The death of Christ is the basis of all reconcilia­
tion to God by actual restitution during the Millennial or by 
faith-restitution for sacrificing now. Faith so justified Abra­
ham and the entire class of ancient worthies that, as soon 
as the antitypical Atonement Hay shall have ended and the 
Millennial morning of blessing shall be ushered in under the 
New Covenant, those ancient worthies will come forth from 
the tomb perfect—justified—restored fully, right and in har­
mony with God. “ They had this testimony, that they pleased 
God”—they were justified to perfect human conditions by 
their faith in the promises, but the basis of those promises 
was the sacrifice of Christ (Head and body) ; hence they 
could not get the blessing promised to them until the com­
pletion of the sufferings of Christ, until the end of this Gospel 
Age, the close of this antitypical Day of Atonement. This is 
the Apostle’s testimony, “God having provided some better 
thing for us (as members of the great Priest, Mediator and 
King) that they without us should not be made perfect.”— 
Heb. 11:40.

We are favored in that we live since the ransom-sacrifice 
was laid down at Calvary, and since its merit was applied 
at Pentecost on behalf of the household of faith. On this ac­
count our justification by faith enables us, by God’s grace, not 
only to have earthly, restitution rights reckoned to us, but 
also furnishes us the opportunity of sacrificing those earthly 
rights and thereby of participating in the sufferings of Christ 
and of the glories which shall follow.— 1 Pet. 1:5-11.

WILL THE ANCIENT WORTHIES NEED A MEDIATOR?
“ I assent to the reasonableness of your position that there 

is a difference between the standing of the church and the 
world in the sight of God—that we ‘were children of wrath,’ 
but, by God’s grace, are such no longer, and that the world 
are still ‘children of wrath.’ I assent that ‘the whole world 
lieth in the wicked one’ and that this is proof positive, that 
they have not been ‘reconciled to God,’ and that the Redeemer 
has not applied his merit on their behalf. I assent that, only 
we who have escaped the condemnation that is still in the 
world are of the class for whom the great High Priest has al­
ready made propitiation— satisfaction. I agree that the satis­
faction for the sins of the world and the inauguration of the 
New Covenant between God and Israel at the hands of the 
Mediator, the glorified Christ of many members, will come to 
pass after this sacrificing age shall have closed. I agree, also, 
that there was a difference between believers and unbelievers, 
even before the grace of God was applied to the former: that 
is to say, I agree that God’s grace is applied to no one who 
is in a rebellious attitude of heart, but only to those who, either 
by birth or through trials and disciplines have come to the 
condition of contrition for sin and a desire for reconciliation 
to God.

“ But here comes my question: I can see how such, desiring 
in their hearts reconciliation and affiliation would need no 
mediator; and I can see how the world of mankind in the Mil­
lennial age will nearly all need a mediator’s interference— 
chastisements and rewards, to bring them up to restitution. 
But will there not be some of mankind who will then at heart 
desire righteousness and fellowship with God, even as we now 
do? In other words, Does God during this Gospel age find and 
draw and accept by the holy Spirit every individual of Adam’s 
race desirous of turning from sin and having fellowship with 
God? Will there be some of this class living at the second 
advent or, like the ancient worthies, awakened from the dead? 
And if there will be some of this class, will Christ act as a 
Mediator for them, as well as for the rebellious? Or will
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Messiah be a Mediator for some and an Advocate for others, 
or how will it be?”

We reply: Your difficulty is that you think of a mediator
as acting between God and the sinners as individuals. This is 
the wrong thought. Lay firm hold of the Scriptural proposi­
tion that a mediator has to do only with a covenant and that 
the covenant deals with a nation or people and not with its 
individuals. God will not make New Covenants with each mem­
ber of Adam's race and have Messiah mediate thousands of 
millions of covenants. The correct thought is very different. 
When the great High Priest shall have finished his olferings, 
first for his own members and house, and then for all the 
people, he will present the merit of his sacrifice on the world’s 
behalf redeeming the world (according to the original inten­
tion), as more than eighteen centuries ago he redeemed or 
bought the church, the household of faith.

Ho will then be the owner of the world and prepared to 
deal with them and to effect restitution for as many of them 
as will obey him. (Acts 3:23) As a means to this end, he 
will mediate for Israel the New Covenant, as a substitute for 
their old one, restoring that nation to the place of honor as 
the favored nation,. Abraham’s natural seed, through whom 
the blessings of redemption will extend to all nations. That 
New Covenant will not be made with rebellious sinners, how­
ever. God’s Covenant will be with the Mediator for Israel, 
guaranteeing forgiveness and reconciliation to all of Abra­
ham’s natural seed who will exercise the faith and the obedi­
ence of Abraham. The work of the Mediator with Israel (and 
the world of mankind, who to be blest must become Israelites 
indeed) during the Millennium, will be their instruction, en­
lightenment and uplifting out of sin and death, out of ignor­
ance and superstition, out of depravity and unbelief up to 
human perfection; so that, at the end of the Millennium, all 
of Abraham’s seed, all of his faith and obedience, will have 
reached human perfection and be ready for the Mediator to 
deliver them over to the Father, that God may be all in all— 
the unwilling and rebellious, after due trial, being cut off 
during the Millennium in the second death.

In God’s providence the ancient worthies already have 
demonstrated their loyalty to God and their worthiness to 
come forth unto a “better resurrection”— a resurrection to 
human perfection. This will be under the New Covenant ar­
rangements and under the Mediator of that New Covenant. 
They will receive their blessing under it the same as the re­
mainder of the world. The wliole world can be regenerated 
only by the Second Adam. They can receive eternal life in no 
other way. With some this regeneration will result in a grad­
ual work of restitution to perfection; but in the ancient worth­
ies. because of previous developments in faith and obedience it 
will mean an instantaneous restitution. They, like the re­
mainder of the world, receiving restitution life through the 
merit of Christ’s death, are Scripturally styled the children 
of Christ and lie their Father or Life-Giver. “He shall be 
called the Everlasting Father.” (Isa. 9:6) Thus we read, 
“ Instead of thy fathers (Abraham. Isaac, Jacob and all the 
prophets) shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make 
princes in all the earth.”—Psa. 45:16.

Here, then, we see the order of the future, dating from 
the end of this age and the completion of the Mediator Priest 
and King. Our Lord and his church, the antitypical Isaac 
and his bride, the antitypical Melchisedec, Priest upon his 
Throne, will inauguarate liis reign of righteousness in the great 
time of trouble and shaking with which this age will terminate. 
The ancient worthies, as the firstborn of his children, receiv­
ing the perfectional restitution and its privileges, will be made 
“ princes in all the earth.” To them and under their control 
will rally, first of all, the house of Israel and Judah, as they 
begin to see taking shape the earthly kingdom for which they 
have so long waited. To these will gradually come restitution 
privileges—health and prosperity. The world, still weak and 
awe-struck, as the result of the time of trouble, will begin to 
take notice to Israel’s rising again to national life, and will 
notice the blessings bestowed upon them. “ Many people shall 
say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob: and he will teach us of his ways, 
and wc will walk in his paths: for out of Zion (the spiritual 
kingdom) shall go forth the Law, and the Word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem (the earthly kingdom in the control of the 
‘princes’ ).”—Isa. 2:3.

The Millennial blessings will be conferred only upon the 
willing and obedient, but the knowledge of righteousness, of 
truth, will fill the whole earth. Both Jews and Gentiles will 
be required to approach the faith and obedience of Abraham 
and ultimately become “ Israelites indeed in whom is no guile.” 
Only such as shall be thus obedient will receive the full bless­
ing of that time and attain perfection. All others will be cut

off in the second death. The law of the New Covenant will be 
the same perfect one that was the basis of the Mosaic Cove­
nant. The difference will be that the Priest will be of a higher 
order— a kingly priest after the order of Melchisedec. He will 
have as a basis for forgiveness of sins and restitution the 
merit of his “ better sacrifices” of this Gospel age—this anti­
typical Day of Atonement.

As the ancient worthies will attain perfection immediately 
under the New Covenant and be granted a share in the king­
dom, similarly all, in proportion as they shall understand and 
come into accord with the kingdom conditions, may propor­
tionately to their sincerity and zeal make progress and the 
more quickly reach perfection. Perfected, they will be kings in 
the sense that Adam was a king endued with the powers of 
perfect manhood over beasts, fowl, fish, etc. (Psa. 8:5-8) And 
these earthly kings shall become more or less associated with 
the “ princes” in the dominion of earth—they shall bring their 
honor and glory into the New Jerusalem.-—Rev. 21:24, 26.

“ THE OUP WHICH MY TATHEB POURED”
“ I have noted your reference to the communion cup which 

our Lord tendered to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink ye all of it; 
for this is my blood of the New Testament (Covenant) shed 
for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto you that 
I will not drink henceforth of the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’ 
—Matt. 26:27-29.

“ I note that you consider that our Lord referred to this 
same cup in Matt. 20:22, when he answered James and John 
that their only hope of sitting with him in his throne lay in 
their partaking of his cup and sharing in his baptism— into 
death. I wish to inquire whether or not this should bo consid­
ered the uniform interpretation of the ‘cup’ in the Scriptures. 
In some places it had seemed to me to refer to joy, pleasure, 
rather than to suffering. For instance, in Psalms 23:5 we 
read, ‘My cup runneth over.’ And again, in Psalm 116:13, ‘1 
will take the cup of salvation.’ Neither of these, it seems to 
me, applies to the cup of Christ’s sufferings. Do they ?’’

Yes, we reply. The cup in each of these instances is the 
same. Psalm 23 is a prophetic one which represents Christ 
and the church—their experience throughout this Gospel age. 
Surely our Lord’s cup of suffering overflowed. And surely it 
has been the same overflowing cup which ho has presented to 
his faithful followers throughout this age. It represents sor­
rows unto death. However, prophetically our Lord and his 
followers are represented as rejoicing in this cup of fellowship 
in the sufferings of Christy because of the glorious results. 
Our Lord said respecting it, “ I delight to do thy will, O God.” 
And again, “ The cup which my Father hath poured for me, 
shall I not drink it?”

In Psalm 116:13 this cup of deatli is represented as a cup 
of salvation, because only thereby can our salvation and the 
world’s be attained. Both Christ and his followers have re­
joiced in their tribulations, not counting their lives dear unto 
them, that they might win the great prize. Notice the con­
text: “ I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name
of the Lord (for needed aid.) I will pay my vows unto the 
Lord . . . precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his 
saints.” The vow of Christ and his members is faithfulness 
unto death—the drinking of the cup. The promised reward 
is the crown of glory in the kingdom. This is represented as 
another cup of the future. Only those who join with the Mas­
ter in drinking his “ Cup of the New Testament” or New Cove­
nant will share with him by participation in the cup of joy 
and glorv, which tin1 Father will pour for the faithful at the 
end of this Age—at the close of this antitypical Day ot Atone­
ment and its sacrifices.

THE PASSOVER LAMB AND THE WORLD’ S SIN
“ You have called attention to the fact that the passover 

lamb spared only the firstborn of the Israelites and that the 
antitypical meaning- of this would be that our Lord Jesus as 
the Lamb of God which ‘taketh away the sin of the world’ 
would spare or pass over only the church of the firstborn ones 
in this Gospel age, the antitype of the passover night. This 
being true, how shall we understand John’s statement that 
the Lamb of God taketh away the sins of the world?”

Our answer is that only the church of the firstborn,, the 
household of faith, the consecrated, are spared or passed over 
through divine mercy, through the merit of Christ’s sacrifice, 
during this Gospel age. Nevertheless the divine plan does 
not end with the deliverance of “ the church of the firstborn 
whose names are written in heaven” and who shall share with 
Christ in “his resurrection”— the first, or chief resurrection. 
The appropriation of the merit of Christ first to the church 
is merely an incidental feature of the divine plan. Soon the
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church shall have shared by the privilege now granted to be­
lievers of becoming dead with Christ to the earthly interests 
and alive as New Creatures by the first resurrection. Then 
the merit of the blood of Christ, the slain Lamb, will be applied 
to the world of mankind to legally "take away the sin of the

world.” When applied it will immediately satisfy Justice on 
the world’s behalf and turn over the world to the .Redeemer for 
restitution blessings. Then the Lamb of God and the church, 
“ the bride, the Lamb’s wife,”  will prosecute the work of actu­
ally taking away the sin of the world during the Millennium.

THE SECOND ADAM AND EVE
Some make the mistake of supposing the Scriptures to 

leach that when Adam sinned and God’s condemnation passed 
upon him and all of his race, it was necessary for Jesus to be­
come “ the second Adam” as a perfect man that as the second 
Adam be might give his life a ransom-price for the first Adam, 
thus redeeming him and incidentally all of his posterity.

On this foundation, which we will show to be thoroughly 
unscnptural, they proceed to say: T he W atch  T ower and
D aw n  Studies must therefore be in error in claiming that our 
Lord applied the value of his sacrifice first to the church and 
that afterward he will apply it to all the people. They argue 
that the application of the atoning blood must first have been 
for Adam and that the church and all others merely share 
Adam’s redemption.

The trouble with their position is that the foundation of 
it is wholly wrong and hence all built thereon is proportionate­
ly wrong and misleading.

Adam truly was the first man, but our Lord, as “ the man 
Christ Jesus,” was not the second Adam, and did not do the 
work of the second Adam. The first Adam was the father or 
life-giver to his race, Eve being associated in the generating; 
but the result was a dying race. The plan of God proposes 
that the second Adam shall in relation to Adam take his place 
as the father or life-giver to a race of human beings who shall 
possess the earth and enjoy it. Not as Redeemer, but as father 
or life-giver to our race does our Lord correspond to Adam— 
as the second Adam.

Our Lord is Scripturaily referred to as already the second 
Adam, not because he has already given life to Adam’s race, 
but because he will do so in due time;—just as he was called 
the Savior when a babe—prophetically foretelling his future 
work.

Our Lord will be the second Adam or second father or life- 
giver to Adam’s race during the Millennium. He waits until 
the church, his bride, as the second Eve, shall be with him in 
glory and honor and power in the kingdom. Adam the first 
generated no children until first Eve had been taken from his 
side. The second Adam will generate no children until the 
church, the second Eve. shall have been perfected and presented 
to him as his joint-heir and help-mate in the kingdom and its 
work of regeneration.

Note our Lord’s words on this point: The Apostles asked
him What shall we have as a reward for leaving all and tak­
ing up our cross and following thee? (Matt. 19:27, 28) “Jesus 
said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye which have 
followed me, in the regeneration [t im e ] when the Son of Man 
shall sit in tho throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon 
twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” Who can 
doubt from these plain words that the times of regeneration 
are the same which St. Peter styles the “ times of restitution,” 
the times or years of the Millennium, the times of “ resurrec­
tion by judgment.”—Acts 3:19-21; John 5:29, R. V.

Why does our Redeemer wait before beginning the regenera­
tion of Adam's race,, before assuming the office of father to 
Adam’s children—the world in general?

There are several reasons: —

I. It is in the divine order that he wait for the bride 
promised by the Father, drawn by the Father, called by the 
Father and justified by the Father through the blood of Jesus. 
Not a single member of Adam’s race (aside from the house­
hold of faith of this Gospel age) will be regenerated or given 
perfect human life until after the “ bride of Christ” has been 
united to him at his second coming. Even of the ancient 
worthies it was written, “They without us shall not be made 
perfect.”—Heb. 11:39, 40.

II. The world could not be regenerated until the Re­
deemer first applies his merit, his ransom-price, “ for all the 
people.” And that cannot be done until the church’s deliver­
ance; because that merit or ransom-price is now in use justi­
fying by faith the specially “ called” ones of this Gospel age.

“ THE SECOND MAN IS THE LORD”
These words of the Apostle amply explain the case: “ The

first man was of the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. Like the earthy one [Adam] are [will be 
in the resurrection] the earthy ones. Like the heavenly One 
[Christ] are [will be in the resurrection] the heavenly ones”— 
the New Creation. “ As we [the church] have borne the image 
of the earthy one [Adam], we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly One” [Christ]. “And so it is written, The first 
man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made 
a life-giving spirit.”— 1 Cor. 15:45-49.

That our Redeemer is not our father or the giver of our 
spiritual life is evident both from reason and Scripture. Our 
Lord left his pre-human spirit-nature and its glory and all 
when he became a man; he did not give that spirit nature to 
us or to others, but merely was transferred or transformed 
to a lower nature (human) for the suffering of death. His 
earthly life rights, guaranteed by his obedience to God’s law, 
he gave to the Father without appropriating the merit to any 
until he applied them “on our behalf.”

It was our Lord’s human life and restitution rights which 
he applied “ for us,”  giving us by faith those rights, as a loan, 
as it were; because he gave them to us only on condition that 
wa would not keep those earthly rights, but would follow his 
example and sacrifice them, that God, under the same promise, 
might deal with us as with him—rewarding the sacrifice with 
the new, the spirit nature. Only by sacrificing can any now 
obtain eternal life. As our Lord said: He that saveth his life
shall lose it; but whosoever will lose his lifo for my sake shall 
savo it— eternally.-—Luke 9:24.

We lose our lives for Christ’s sake in the sense that we 
sacrifice present interests and life itself in order that we may 
be members of the Christ—the world’s Prophet, Priest, King, 
Mediator—his member, his bride and joint-heir as the seed 
of Abraham, the second Adam through whom the world will 
soon have opportunity for regeneration on the earthly plane.

Thus our Lord as the giver of restitution life to the world 
by virtue of his own merit, the merit of his ransom sacrifice, 
will become “ The Everlasting Father.” Of even the Patriarchs 
it is written, “ Instead of thy fathers [they] shall be thy child­
ren, whom thou mavest make princes over all the earth.”— 
Isa. 9 :6; Psa. 45:16.

THE PROPHET OF GALILEE
M atth ew  4:12-25.—January 16.

Golden Text:— “ The people which sat in darkness saw a great light.”—-V. 16.
Palestine at the first advent consisted of four provinces. 

Judea was the principal one, with Samaria to the north and 
Perea to the east and Galilee further north, beyond Samaria. 
While Jesus preached in Judea and did some mighty works 
there and in l’erea, his principal ministry was in Galilee; so 
much so that he and his disciples were known as Galileans. 
Although born in Bethlehem, he was reared in Nazareth, “ that 
he might be called a Nazarene”—that he might not have the 
honor of the “ City of David,”  but the odium of “a mean city.” 
Compare Luke 23:5, 6, 49, 55. Thus the vast majority of our 
Lord’s miracles and teachings were to the Galileans. And 
his principal ministeries in Judea were in connection with his 
annual visits to the Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles. As 
for Samaria, its people were Gentiles with an admixture of

Jewish blood. Jesus warned his disciples not to preach in that 
province, saying, “ Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and 
into any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; but go rather 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” (Matt. 10:5. 6) 
The Galileans, disesteemed by the Judeans as inferior mem­
bers of their race, the expression, “ Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?” applied to all Galilee.

That the light of the Gospel should first shine in Galilee 
was intimated through Isaiah’s prophecy, “The people which 
sat in darkness saw a great light; and to them which sat in 
the region of the shadows of death a light sprang up.”  The 
prophet mentions the boundaries of Zebulon and Naphtali, 
two of the twelve tribes of Israel, on the Sea of Galilee. The 
word Galilee signifies circle; hence the prophecy implied that
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this land would be encircled by the Gentiles. And so it was; 
the Samaritans to its south cutting it off from Judea. Its 
people, thus separted from the great religious center of their 
day, were in greater darkness than their brethren, in the very 
shadow of the death-darkness that was upon the Gentiles. 
Nevertheless on this very account they were more amenable to 
the teachings of Jesus than were many of their more religious, 
more enlightened and more priest-ridden brethren of Judea.

The great light which flared forth in Capernaum, Beth- 
saida, Chorazin and Nazareth, the chief cities of Galilee, ex­
alted these places to heaven figuratively, in the sense of be­
stowing so great honor and privilege upon them. But they 
were in turn east down to hades, the grave, because they re­
ceived not the message. (Matt. 11:20-24) The light shined 
in darkness and blessed and gathered some, “ the elect,’’ and 
passed onward to bless and gather others, as it has continued 
to do throughout this Gospel age. The time for the still 
greater enlightenment of the whole world is yet future. In the 
Millennial morning the Redeemer and his elect church (Ma- 
lachi 4:2) will shine forth as the Sun of Righteousness with 
healing in its beams for the enlightenment and blessing of 
Israel and the whole world of mankind— including the millions 
who have gone down to the darkness of hades, the grave.

THE KINGDOM IS AT HAND
The Galilean Jews, in close contact with the Gentiles, could 

readily see the need of the long-promised kingdom of God, 
and they were more ready to give heed to it than the Judean- 
Jews. The latter, in contact with the showy formalism of 
the temple service and an earthly priest with gorgeous gar­
ments and a magnificent temple more grand than that of Solo­
mon, were less inclined to hearken to the offer of a spiritual 
kingdom. To the latter the outward and showy prosperity of 
their system was a delusion and a snare which hindered them 
from seeing. Thus it has always been. The message of God’s 
grace finds some of its most earnest friends amongst the poor 
and despised. Moreover Capernaum was more closely in touch 
with the Gentile world— its good and its evil—than was Jeru­
salem.

The kingdom of heaven was at hand in the sense that Jesus 
was present to make a formal tender of the kingdom to Abra­
ham’s natural seed. When they rejected the King they rejected 
the kingdom. He nevertheless blessed all who accepted him 
and as pre-intended and promised they became the nucleus of

his spiritual kingdom, to complete the number of which con­
secrated believers from the Gentiles have since been “ called.” 
In a word, God’s arrangement is first to elect a spiritual class, 
a “ royal priesthood,” to be associated with Jesus in his king­
dom and then at the end of this age to establish that spiritual 
kingdom in power and great glory and to bless Israel with the 
great light and opportunity, and through her to bless all the 
families of the earth.

Peter and Andrew, James and John, fishermen, were invited 
by the great Prophet to be his followers, to be associated 
with him in his work of calling the “ elect” and. if faithful, 
subsequently to sit with him in his throne as part of the 
“ elect.”  They left all to follow him. These were his terms, “ If 
any man will be my disciple, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.” The Lord does not open the 
door of opportunity to all of his disciples throughout this 
Gospel age to become prominent ministers of the truth after 
this manner. Yet he accepts none as his disciples except those 
who forsake all to follow him. In their hearts they must 
give up all else. They have the spirit of discipleship and self- 
sacrifice, and would gladly forsake all actually if the door 
of opportunity opened to them.

The preaching of Jesus was that of his apostles also— 
“ the Gospel (good news) of the kingdom.” To his apostles 
ho gave the same power over disease that he himself exer­
cised—even to the casting out of demons. These miracles 
were merely to attract attention to the Prophet and his mes­
sage. It was not the intention to heal all the sick, nor to 
awaken all the dead. But those miracles manifested forth 
beforehand the glorious blessings which the kingdom, when 
established, will exercise amongst men.—John 2:11.

Thus the fame of Jesus spread. The sick were brought 
to him and healed, and amongst his followers were to be 
found devout men from every province of Palestine. Truly 
the benighted Galileans were blessed in the great light which 
shone in their midst. But it tested them as truth, light, 
always does. The few children of the light were manifested 
and separated from the children of the darkness, the children 
of disobedience. And similarly we of today, living in the great 
light now shining as an arc-light upon the Word of God, have 
increased responsibilities and are taking our stand either as 
children of Light and its advocates, or as children of dark­
ness in opposing it.

THE TEACHER AND THE LESSON
M atth ew  5:1-16.— J an u ary  23.

G olden  T e x t :—“ Blessed are the pure in 
"Never man spake like this man,” said the common people, 

who heard him gladly. And this is the testimony of the 
humble-minded since. Not all have heard; not all can hear; 
but only, as the Scriptures declare, “He that hath an ear let 
him hear.” The ear of faith is the special favor of God to 
those who are of a meek, honest heart, desiring truth and 
righteousness. To such the Lord’s words apply, “ Blessed are 
your eyes, for they see. and your ears, for they hear.” The 
masses see not, hear not. neither do they understand the grace 
of God, because, as St. Paul explains, Satan has blinded them 
through ignorance, superstition, etc.—2 Cor. 4:4.

How glad we should be to know that the report which 
once reached us, that the Bible teaches that all these sin-blinded 
ones are to suffer torment eternally, is untrue—that such is 
not the teaching of the Bible! How glad we should be for the 
assurance of the Bible that, after the gathering of the elect 
church and the establishment of the Millennial kingdom of 
Christ, for which we pray, “ Thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as in heaven,” then “ all the blind eyes shall be 
opened and all the deaf ears be unstopped.” so that “ the 
knowledge of the glory of God shall fill the whole earth” and 
enlighten every man. How glad we should be of the promise 
that in and through the spiritual seed of Abraham (Christ 
and the church, Gal. 3:29). “all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed” with an opportunity of return to harmony 
with God, and of everlasting life!

Our study pictures Jesus surrounded by his disciples, teach­
ing them, that in turn they might teach us and all who 
throughout this Gospel age would have the hearing ear. The 
lessons of this sermon on the Mount are wonderful for their 
simplicity and sublimity. Our Lord’s first message was, Re­
pent and get ready for the kingdom. To those who accepted 
that message he now gave additional blessed lessons.

(1) The pure in spirit, the humble of mind, the meek, 
the gentle, the teachable, these would be of the class accept­
able to God as participators with Messiah in his kingdom. 
Without such meekness they would not be prepared to learn of

V—55

heart; for they shall see Ood.”—V. 8. 
him, and not learning they would not be proper characters nor 
be prepared in due time to be the teachers of the World.

(2) They should not expect that becoming his disciples 
would lift them out of trials, difficulties, sorrows, tears, but, 
on the contrary, must learn that such experiences would be 
overruled for their good, would serve to test their faithfulness 
and trust, so that those who will be worthy of a place in the 
kingdom might expect to pass through considerable sorrow 
and mourning. They were to understand that if they should 
gain the kingdom through much tribulation, they would there 
find in its glories and blessings comforts and joys which would 
more than compensate for every tear and every sorrow endured 
as soldiers of the Cross and followers of the Lamb.

(3) To be his disciples and to share with him in the 
Millennial kingdom, they must be meek, gentle— not bold, 
grasping, ferocious selfjwilled, getting the best of the earth 
and of everybody in it. Rather they must cultivate the spirit 
of meekness; they must learn not only to fight and contend 
for the best of earthly things, but even to submit to injustice 
in the interest of the coming kingdom and their opportunity 
to be its heralds and to exemplify the spirit of the Great 
King and of all who would be heirs of life eternal. These in 
the present time may lose houses and lands and the love of 
parents and children and friends, because of their loyalty to 
the words and doctrines of Jesus, but eventually they will have 
a great reward. They with their Lord will inherit the earth. 
All the earthly privileges, rights and blessings secured by our 
Lord through his sacrifice he will in the end of this Age share 
with his church; and they with him,, as kings and priests dur­
ing the Millennium, will dispense to the world of mankind the 
earth and its bounties. More than this, the heavenly kingdom 
which they will receive will bo fully empowered to bring to 
pass all the restitution blessings promised by the mouth of 
all the holy prophets—restoring mankind to original perfec­
tion. plus knowledge, and bringing the whole earth to be again 
a Paradise of God and world-wide Eden.—Acts 3:19-21.

(4) Jesus would have his disciples understand that right­
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eousness and truth are scarce commodities at the present time 
amongst men—that the world is full of error and sin and un­
righteousness. His disciples, by reason of enlightenment, will 
discern between good and evil, righteousness and sin. And they 
must so love truth, righteousness, as to hunger and thirst for 
it. To such, spiritual food will be granted. Truth will be 
dispensed to- them as “ meat in due season.” Nevertheless, be­
cause tneir longings infinite for righteousness are circumscribed 
by imperfections of the flesh in the present time, they will not 
attain full satisfaction until they shall experience their resur­
rection “ change.”  “ When that which is perfect is come, then 
that which is in part shall be done away.” (1 Cor. 13:10) 
“ I shall be satisfied when I awake with thv likeness.”—Psa. 
17:15.

(5) The followers of Jesus who would share with him in 
his kingdom will need to be very merciful. As the kings and 
priests of the Millennial kingdom they will have to deal with 
the poor, groaning creation, uplifting the willing and obedient 
out of their sinful and degraded death condition—up to right­
eousness, perfection, eternal life. Only the merciful of heart 
could be properly entrusted with such a work. (1 Cor. 6:2) 
This lesson, therefore, all the followers of Jesus must learn— 
to be merciful.

Their first lesson must be concerning their own imperfection 
and their own need of divine mercy. This lesson needs to be 
continually inpressed until it becomes a fixed element of char­
acter—loving-kindness. Hence our Lord’s declaration, “ If ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your heavenly 
Father forgive you your trespasses.” Again he tells us to 
pray, “ Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who tres­
pass against us.” Consecrated believers, with all their past 
sins forgiven, unwilling, trespass against the perfect Law of 
God by word or thought or act daily, because they have the 
treasure of the new mind in the imperfect earthen vessel. These 
trespasses should be daily acknowledged and forgiveness asked 
for them through our great Redeemer-Advocate. But to im­
press upon us as a part of our character this essential element 
of mercy, the Lord declines to forgive our trespasses against 
his law, unless we exercise this spirit toward our fellow-men. 
“ Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy,” and 
thus be enabled to make their calling and election sure—to a 
place and a share with their Redeemer in his kingdom.

(0) Those who will share the kingdom with Jesus will be 
“ changed” from human nature to spirit nature in the resur­
rection, and see God—-see him who is invisible to human eyes. 
(John 1:18) Only the “ pure in heart”  shall have this bless­
ing. No man can help the fact that he was “born in sin and 
shapen in iniquity.”  (Rsa. 51:5) But God has graciously 
arranged that the merit of Christ’s sacrifice shall compensate 
for the weaknesses and blemishes of the followers of Jesus. 
Hence, these will not be judged of the Lord according to the 
flesh and its blemishes, but will be judged according to the 
purity of the heart, the mind, the intention, the will. Nothing 
less than purity of will could be satisfactory to God. Any 
consent to sin, any sympathy with it or intentionally yielding 
to it would indicate heart impurity and, unless abandoned, 
would lead to second death.

(7) All who will be heirs with Jesus in his Millennial 
kingdom will with him be called “ sons of God,” “ sons of the 
Highest” under Jesus their Elder Brother. But only such 
can hold this title as attain that attitude of mind in which 
they “ seek peace and pursue i t ;” and such to the extent of

their opportunity would, therefore, rejoice, “ to be peacemakers,” 
not mischief-makers, not strife-breeders, not lawless, as the 
Apostle expresses it, but “ subject to the powers that be,” 
recognizing that God has all the power necessary for the sub­
jection of the whole world, and that if he permits injustice 
and wrong, it will be for a time and for a purpose. We are 
not called upon now to rectify the affairs of the world, but 
to learn obedience and sacrifice and be prepared for sharing in 
the kingdom rule of righteousness in God’s “ due time.”

(8) Those who would inherit the kingdom of heaven as 
joint-heirs with Jesus must love and serve righteousness to such 
an extent that a blind and unrighteous world will misunderstand 
them and persecute them on this account. By enduring such 
persecutions faithfully, calmly, rejoicingly, they attest to God 
that they possess characters which are copies of that of his 
Son our Lord.

(9) St. Refer tells us that if any man suffers as an evil­
doer the penalty for his misdeeds, he should be ashamed, but 
if he suffers as a Christian for his fidelity to Christ and his 
doctrines, let him glorify God on this behalf—let him be thank­
ful for the opportunity, for on all such rests the spirit of 
honor and the Spirit of God. The Galilean Prophet empha­
sized this same thought; as many spoke evil of him, the King, 
similarly many would speak evil of all who would seek to 
follow closely in his footsteps. As they reproached and re­
viled him, so would they do to his followers. As they spoke 
evil of him. so would they do of his followers. And all this 
he would have them receive as evidence or proof of their faith­
fulness and of God’s acceptance of them. These trials would 
evidence that God found them worthy of shaping and polish­
ing for his service, whereas others without such persecutions 
would have every reason to doubt that they were in prepara­
tion for the kingdom. Such should rejoice and be very glad. 
They should realize that there will be different grades of honor 
and dignity in the kingdom and that the more they suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, the higher and greater will be their 
reward.

(10) Christ’s followers were to be “ the salt of the earth” 
—exerting an influence and power amongst men of a preserva­
tive kind, delaying, if not arresting, degrading tendencies 
toward putrefaction and death. They should remember, how­
ever, that salt would be of no more value than sand if it 
were to lose its saltness.

(11) Jesus was the great light which came into the world, 
and his followers were to be lights or candles also. “ As he 
was, so are we in this world”—light-bearers. The church is 
not of the world. As Jesus said, “Ye are not of the world.” 
Yet the church is the light of the world. Each individual 
Christian should let his light shine before men, and the church 
as a whole is to be like a city on a hill which cannot be hidden. 
As a lamp would do no good if covered with a bushel, but 
its light would become extinguished, so also with the church 
individually and collectively. If light does not shine out it 
will soon die out. All that arc in and of the household of 
faith should be able to see the shining of the spirit-light in 
every member of the true church, “ the church, which is his 
body.”  Individually and collectively the church should let 
its light shine before men that many might see their good 
works, their likeness of character to the Lord, and glorify the 
Heavenly Father. Surely these are important lessons from 
the Great Teacher.

PERFECT AS YOUR FATHER IS PERFECT
Matthew 5:19-36, 38-48.—J anuary 30.

Golden Text:— “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.” — V. 48.
Since the Lord’s followers have fallen flesh it is not pos­

sible for them to be perfect as God is perfect— except in heart, 
in intention. But this good heart intention is not sufficient 
to prove us worthy of a share with Christ as his “ elect” to 
the glories of his kingdom. Our profession of pure heart and 
God-likeness must be tested. It must be demonstrated and 
developed to the point of fixity of character. It must stand 
tests of temptation. It must endure faithfulness under stress. 
Hence those accepted as disciples of Christ are required to be 
faithful under very trying circumstances.

The Jews had gradually lost sight of the divine law and 
had filled their minds with certain traditions which were 
more or less contrary to the Law. The Great Teacher, ignor­
ing the Rabbis, might have been thought by some to be 
setting aside the Law. but he assured them, to the contrary, 
that he was merely setting aside human traditions and seek­
ing to establish the Law and make it the more manifest. The 
people regarded the Scribes and Pharisees as very religious

and holy. But Jesus assured them that they must have 
greater holiness or they would never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.

Tradition quoted the law, “Thou shalt not kill,” and then 
added, “Whosoever shall kill will be in danger of the judg­
ment”— in danger of trial and punishment by the appointed 
judges. But Jesus taught a still more rigid application, 
namely, that anger against a brother (in the heart, unex­
pressed) would mean a murderous condition of mind, which 
would be reprehensible in God’s sight, even though the murder 
might never be actually committed. More than this, he repre­
hended unkind remarks, as. rakah. signifying “ blockhead,”  and 
“ thou fool,”  as meaning still worse, a moral degenerate. Our 
Lord declared that such expressions indicated wrong conditions 
of heart, which might, ultimately bring the individual before 
the Sanhedrin, or, possibly, eventually lead him on into the 
second death, symbolized by Gehenna.

Hell fire in this study is literally Gehenna fire. It refers
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to fires kept burning in the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna) 
for the destruction of offal and the prevention of contagion. 
Into this fire the carcases of malicious evil-doers might be 
thrown for destruction. It thus symbolized the second death. 
— Rev. 20:14.

According to the Galilean Prophet it would be useless for 
anyone to approach God’s altar with a sacrificial gift while 
his heart contained any enmity against another. Hence any 
of Christ’s disciples before offering a gift to the Lord should 
search their hearts and purge them from enmity, knowing that 
otherwise their sacrifices and praises would be vain.

The advice of verses 25, 26 is sound. If there is an obliga­
tion against us we should settle and discharge it as quickly 
as possible. It was an important lesson for all Jews to learn 
that their Law Covenant, which they supposed was their 
friend and assistant, was really their adversary and con­
demned them all. Because of imperfection of flesh, they were 
unable to keep the law and could not have its approval, and 
hence had its condemnation. The proper course for all who 
recognized this was to seek as good a settlement with the Law 
as possible, confessing their imperfection.

Those vv'ho heeded our Lord’s advice, realized their imper­
fect condition and cried for help and found forgiveness in 
Jesus through his sacrifice. Thus, by faith, these were per­
mitted lo come into God’s favor and blessing at Pentecost. 
But the Pharisees, hypocritically claiming to keep the law 
perfectly, did not come to terms with it and confess their sins 
repentantly, and did not accept Jesus, and did not obtain the 
Pentecostal blessing. On the contrary all of that Jewish na­
tion who rejected Jesus stumbled into prison nationally, and 
wrath came upon that people to the uttermost. And until 
all things written in the Law and the prophets concerning 
them shall be fulfilled, they shall not come out of that prison- 
house. They said. “ His blood be upon us and upon our chil­
dren,” and they are held condemned of their law. Tt will
require all of the Millennial age for them to profit bv the
opportunities of the Millennium, to rise up out of sin and 
death conditions. Bv the end of the Millennium through the 
Lord’s grace they will have “ paid the uttermost farthing” and 
then the willing and obedient shall get free. Every Jew who 
would get free from that law obligation eould have done so 
only bv confessing his shortcomings and inability and by
accepting a share in the sacrifice of Christ. Only the few
agreed with the law-adversary.— Tohn 1:12.

“ EYE FOR EYE— TOOTH FOR TOOTH”
The Mosaic Law laid down the divine principle which the 

Judges of Israel were to follow, “ an eye for an eye,” the 
exaction of strict justice. The people had applied this to 
their individual relationships unwarrantedly. with the result 
that it cultivated hardness of heart, an exacting disposition, 
pitiless, merciless. Our Lord’s teachings showed the error of 
this and pointed to the more excellent way— love. Although 
the Heavenly Father had made the law, he had also prepared 
to show mercy and did show it in sending his Son into the 
world to ho the Redeemer of sinners, that they might not 
perish, but have eternal life through obedience to the Savior. 
How much more proper was it that fellow-sufferers, both im­
perfect. should be lenient, tender-hearted toward each other. 
Mark the Lord’s words. I say unto you that by requiring an 
eye for an eye and tooth for a tooth, in exacting justice of 
your imperfect fellows, you are encouraging an improper spirit 
in vour own hearts.

(1) If your enemy smite you on the cheek turn to him 
the other one—not literally, but in your heart, mentally. Ho 
not retaliate in kind. That our Lord did not mean this 
literally, is demonstrated by the fact that when on trial he 
was smitten but did not ask to be smitten again. Figuratively 
he turned the other cheek, but not literally.

(2) If any man sue us at the Law and legally get pos­
session of our property we are to feel no grudge against him, 
but are to render up willingly all that the Court might de­
cree, more rather than less. We are to be law-abiding to the 
extreme.

(3) If conscripted for Government service after the man­
ner of ancient times and compelled to carry a burden for a 
mile, the Lord’s followers were not to be too close or exacting, 
but evidence their good will by doing a little more, rendering 
help for another mile if necessary or expedient,, rather than 
grumble and shirk legal exactions.

(4) The Lord’s followers are to cultivate generosity. As 
the Heavenly Father is always giving and never asking, so 
all his children should have this character-likeness, and be 
ready to give something to anyone in need. This need not 
necessarily mean extravagant gifts, nor all that the petitioner 
would desire. Judgment, discretion, is to be used. But the 
desire to give, to help, should by all means be cultivated in 
his own heart by every follower of Jesus. And from him 
who would borrow of them they should not turn away. They 
should, on the contrary, do good and lend, hoping for no 
similar favor in return. The Lord’s people might not thus 
amass as much money as others, but they would be pleas­
ing and honoring their Heavenly Father, and laying up treas­
ure in heaven,, and getting their own hearts into that condition 
which God could approve and bless in the kingdom.

“ BLESS THEM THAT CURSE YOU”
Tradition taught that neighbors should be loved and 

enemies be hated; but the Great Teacher said that enemies 
also should be loved and blessed, even though they returned 
persecution and injury. It was this new and high order of 
teaching which marked our Redeemer’s utterances as dif­
ferent from all others.

The cultivation of this spirit of love for enemies, as well 
as for friends, would mark the followers of Jesus as children 
of God, as having the Heavenly Father’s Spirit— disposition. 
He sends the sunshine on sinners and on saints. And the rain 
comes down for the just and for the unjust. It is difficult to 
estimate the amount of harm done to our minds by the tra­
ditions of the “ dark ages” respecting God’s intention to tor­
ment eternally his enemies— all except the elect. Thank God 
that we find that these teachings are not from his Book! 
They made our forefathers heretic-burners.

Admittedly love is a glorious quality and God-like quality. 
But if it extend only to those who love in return, how would 
it be worthy of any special reward ? Do not the heathen, yea, 
all men, love after this fashion ? And if we are courteous 
merely to those who are courteous to us, wherein are we 
superior to Gentiles and sinners.

The followers of Jesus, the pupils in his school, are to 
take the highest standard of excellence for their pattern,-— 
their loving Creator. They are to strive for perfection such 
as his. They are to attain it in their hearts, and, so far as 
possible, outwork it in every thought and word and deed of 
their fallen flesh.

HYPOCRISY A FOE TO GODLINESS
Matt. 6:1-15.-—February 6.

G olden  T e x t :— “ Take heed that ye do not your righteousness before men to be seen of them.”— V. 1.
Perhaps no other sin was as roundly and thoroughly de­

nounced by the Great Teacher as was the sin of hypocrisy. Its 
meanness is recognized and acknowledged, even by those who 
practice it. It is falsehood and deceit, the very opposites of 
righteousness and truth. No matter what forms, ceremonies 
and garbs the hypocrite may wrap himself up in he cannot 
deceive God. Ere long he is sure to disclose his deformity 
to his fellow-men, also. So surely as one is dishonest, hypo­
critical, he is unworthy of the truth—not one of the kind 
whom the Lord, is now “ drawing” and "calling” to member­
ship in the body of Christ, the elect church. The hypocrit­
ical, therefore, cannot see the truth, cannot comprehend it. 
They live on the plane of dishonesty and, in that sense of 
the word, are unrighteous or impure and unworthy of the 
truth.

This does not signify, however, that all hypocrites are 
worthy of second death—extinction. It merely means that 
they are not worthy of a place with those now called to be 
joint-heirs with Christ in his Millennial kingdom. Thank

God, all that came down to us from the dark ages respect­
ing eternal torment as the divine provision for all who would 
not be of the little flock was falsehood—blasphemous misrep­
resentation of the God of love and justice. The Millennial 
kingdom is for the very purpose of dealing with those who 
are hypocritical and otherwise degenerate. Under its re­
straints, corrections, rewards and punishments many of them 
“ will learn righteousness,” as the Scriptures assure us. 
(Isa. 26:9) Only the finally incorrigible will be destroyed in 
the second death.

Today’s Study illustrates various forms of hypocrisy and 
condemns them a ll:

(1) The doing of righteous acts before men to be seen of 
them, while pretending to do these for righteousness’ sakq. to 
be in harmony with the divine will. Such will have no reward 
from God, though they may or may not get the reward they 
seek, namely, human praise from those whom they deceive. 
The alms and other righteous acts which God would approve 
are the unostentatious—not done for human praise, but from
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principle, from love for God and his righteousness, and love 
or sympathy for fellow-men. So quietly should this be done 
that even those close to us in life might only by accident 
discover our unselfish generosity.

(2 ) Hypocrisy may take the form of religion—pretended 
piety, worship, praise, church attendance, “'chief seats,” the 
amen corner, etc. It delights in religious garbs which say 
ostentatiously, My coat or bonnet or collar or tie will tell 
you that I am specially holy. Praying in the streets has be­
come unfashionable, except for our Salvation Army friends. 
We should not be understood to mean that all who dress 
peculiarly, who go to church, who pray in public, etc., are 
hypocritical! (foil forbid! Nor do we understand this to 
have been the teaching of the Son of God. lie taught rather 
that these supposed manifestations of holiness might be used 
hypocritically. His warnings were not that we should under­
take to correct those who are addicted to these condemned 
practices, but that we -hould see to it in our own hearts 
and lives, and all of our own religious sentiments, that they 
are sincere— to God and not to men. He who does such 
things for outward effect upon his fellow-men should know 
that his hypocrisy is distinctly known to the Lord, even when 
not recognized by his fellowmen. He should know that so 
far from receiving a blessing he goes the more deeply into 
divine disfavor.

True prayer should be to the Lord—never to the public. 
Individual prayer is specially commended by our Lord. Family 
prayer is also Scripturally proper. Prayer in the church is 
proper, because supposedly amongst those who constitute the 
family of the Lord— this is not public prayer in the proper 
sense of that term.

The prayers of God’s people should be simple, earnest, 
heart felt. They need not be long. Repetitions are useless. 
The Heavenly Father knoweth better than we what things 
we have need of. He waits to be gracious—waits to be asked 
for blessings. In so doing he cultivates in his people a proper 
spirit of appreciation of their needs and longing desires for 
the good things he is willing to give—to the intent that they 
may be blessings in the highest sense and degree.

THE SAMPLE PEAYEE
What is generally styled ‘ ‘the model prayer” was given 

merely as an example. We are to pray after that manner, 
but not necessarily in those words. The order of the prayer 
is beautiful. How properly it opens by addressing “ Our

Father in heaven” and by expressing desire that the great 
name of God be hallowed, revered, honored, by all, and there­
fore by the petitioner also. It proceeds to express a desire 
that the divine will may be accomplished on earth as in 
heaven and the confidence that this can come about only 
through the establishment of God's kingdom—by Messiah's 
Millennial reign of righteousness, which will l)e enforced for 
the blessing and uplifting of mankind and the bringing of 
all tlie willing from sin and death conditions to life ever­
lasting.

Thus the chief thing, the glory of God and the outwork­
ing of the divine plan, should be the most prominent things 
in our hearts as we approach the Throne of Grace. Then 
we may remember our own physical needs and ask for the 
bread of life. It is not for us to specify the spiritual or 
temporal food, but to petition the Giver of all good, in the 
spirit of submission to the divine arrangements, whatever they 
may be.

We have not the wisdom which would warrant us in 
specifying, particularizing our wants; rather the proper spir­
itual child delights in the Father’s will and providence in all 
things:

“ Back of the loaf is the snowy flour 
And back of the flour the m ill;

And back of the mill is the wheat and shower 
And the sun and the Father’s will.”

When told to pray. “ Forgive us our trespasses,” we are 
not to understand thereby original sin. That great trans­
gression committed by our father Adam, which involved him­
self and all of his posterity in the sentence of death, cannot 
be forgiven upon request. For its cancellation God has already 
arranged—the death of Christ, “ the just for the unjust.”

But we trespass through imperfections and temptation, con­
trary to our better intentions and wishes. These sins require 
acknowledgment and forgiveness. Divine mercy is pleased to 
remit the guilt of all unintentional sins and to reckon them 
as covered with the precious blood as part of original sin. 
The Lord waits to be thus gracious, but, desiring our blessing 
and development, he requires that we shall be similarly for­
giving toward those with whom we have to do. “ But if ye 
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.” (Matt. 6:15) What an incentive to 
sympathy, generosity and forgiveness is here!

FORGIVENESS VERSUS MALICE
fTliis article was a reprint of that published in issue of August 15, 1891. which please see. |

THE WORLD’S MEDIATOR OUR ADVOCATE
D ear Brother R u sse l l : —

1 have noticed with interest the discrimination you make 
between a mediator and an advocate—that believers of this 
Gospel age, called to he members of the body of Christ, the 
Mediator, have an Advocate and need one; because, although 
as new creatures they are accepted of God, nevertheless having 
the new nature in the imperfect “ earthen vessel,” they cannot 
deal directly with the Father; even as a good citizen, approved 
m an earthly court, is not permitted by law to approach the 
Court directly, but only through an Advocate or attorney. I 
appreciate this distinction. I see how incongruous it would 
be for us New Creatures to lie under a mediator. And I agree 
that T iie W atch  T ower has rightly defined these distinctions; 
that our Lord Jesus is the Advocate for the church and the 
Mediator for the world. I agree, too. that his mediatorial 
kingdom is not yet established—that it belongs to the Millen­
nial age. 1 agree, also, that while our Lord is now the 
'Mediator of the New Covenant, he is thus spoken of prophet­
ically, because this is the great work to which he was appointed 
and because by his death lie has become a “ surety” (Heb. 7:22) 
for the full carrying out of the divine promise of a New Cove­
nant of blessing for Israel and tlie world.

I note my difficulty. It seems to me that the church, “ the 
household of faith,” needs no Mediator now, since we have 
become new creatures; but did we not need a Mediator before 
we could become new creatures? It seems to me that our Lord 
Jesus must have acted as Mediator for us, at least momen­
tarily, while we accepted justification and made our consecra­
tion. If this is not the correct thought, please render me the 
necessary assistance out of my perplexity.

W e r e p l y :—Your difficulty is merely one of terms and not 
one of facts. Tt is a fact that believers needed the application 
of the Lord’s merit, the “ ransom-price.” to be applied on their

behalf— as a covering for their human imperfections and a 
basis for their becoming joint-sacrificers with Christ. This 
fact which your mind has grasped thoroughly should never be 
relinquished. It is the foundation of all proper faith. But 
you have attached a wrong label or name to that fact and 
need to take it off, and instead to attach the Scriptural label 
or name. It is as our Advocate that our Lord justified us, 
and not as our Mediator, because the term Advocate applies to 
our Lord only as our representative before the Father, justified 
by faith in his blood and sanctified through our consecration 
to be dead with him, he appeared before the Father as our 
Advocate: we were accepted and begotten of the holy Spirit as 
new creatures, his “members.” Our Lord continues as our 
Advocate. He is not the world’s Advocate.

As for the word Mediator, it is indeed a glorious name 
and title possessed bv our Lord, but it is not the proper label 
or name to be associated with his service in our justification. 
It is not Scripturally applicable to the church at all, except 
that we are associates with the Mediator of the New Covenant 
as “ his members” in the sufferings of this present time, and as 
joint-heirs with him in the glorious prospects of the Mil­
lennium. It will help us greatly to remember that while 
the word mediator is very loosely used in general conversa­
tion today it is quite particularly and carefully and exclu­
sively used in the Bible—only in connection with a covenant. 
Messiah (Head and body) is the Mediator of the New Cove­
nant, as Moses was the Mediator of the Law Covenant. (Acts 
3:22, 23) No other mediator than these is known in the 
Scriptures, whatever may be the usage of our language.

By what term, then, should we speak of our justification 
and of him whose sacrifice justifies the church? We should 
use the Scriptural term redeemer. Jesus is the church’s Re­
deemer, for “He bought us with his own precious blood” ;
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"Ye were redeemed, not with corruptible things, , , , , but 
with tile precious blood of Christ.”  Our Lord will be the 
world's Mediator in due time. But he is as yet only the 
church’s Redeemer, as he is now only the church’s Advocate; 
because he has not yet made application of his merit on the 
world's behalf.

Are some surprised to note these clear Scriptural distinc­
tions of terms? Let us reflect that the Lord has given us 
many blessed opportunities for the study of his Word not 
possessed by our forefathers. Hence we ought to see and 
appreciate more distinctly than they. We ought to be able 
to ' ‘rightly divide the Word of Truth” better than they. If 
some of our dear readers had the thought that they had

studied the Scriptures so carefully that there could be nothing 
more to learn therefrom, let them confess that God’s Book is 
wonderful, a mine of precious treasure. Its exactness in 
various features is marvelous. But this very exactness is proof 
of its divine inspiration, as the ability to see this exactness 
is an evidence to us that we are guided by the holy Spirit 
which wrote the Book; even as it is written, "The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can he 
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” The 
natural mind is disposed to reject, criticise and to call this 
"hair-splitting” : It lacks in discrimination, or else is will­
ing to turn and twist the Word of God to make it suit a 
theory In either case there is blindness.

FOLLOWING A  SUGGESTION SUCCESSFULLY
Dear Brother B u sse l l : —

I have just received a letter from a Sister in the South 
and thought that an extract from it would be interesting to 
you. and possibly oiler a suggestion to other W atch  T ower 
renders. The Sister writes: —

"In  T he W atch  T ower of November 1st the suggestion 
is offered that those who cannot sell D a w n -S tu d ie s  regularly 
might ‘do a good follow-up work by selling the H e a v e n l y  
M \n n a .’ After thinking prayerfully over the matter I de­
cided, the Lord helping me. that I would make an effort 
along this line. I made the start today, working three hours 
and canvassing twenty people. The result was that I took 
orders for fen books and found two people already interested 
in the truth, one-half of my time being spent with these 
friends, nam ely, two sisters who have a brother in the truth 
in X. C. These sisters have but recently moved to Columbia

and were wondering if there were any people residing here 
of their brother’s faith. You may easily imagine how happy 
it made me to find these friends. One of them had been read­
ing but recently and is becoming much interested.

“ My motive at first in doing this work was to help our 
finances, which are low at present; nevertheless, down deep 
in my heart was a longing desire to do something to awaken 
the zeal which was in danger of being smothered by the 
daily trials to which I have been subjected of late; for really 
spiritual help and nourishment are what I stand in need of 
more than money. Accordingly, I prayed to the Lord that, 
if I had taken the right step, he would encourage me this 
first day, for it was just as hard for me to start out now 
as when I sold my first D a w n . T feel that he has indeed done 
so, for the meeting of those two interested ones was well 
worth the effort 1 had made.”

DELIVERED FROM THE FOWLER
D ai; B i’.othi r R u sse ll : —

Please let me add my testimony to the many others sent 
you at this time. My feeble words cannot express my heart’s 
joy. because of the great light that has come to me through 
ihe knowledge of "present truth.”

The little tract from your pen that by accident fell into 
mv bands many years ago accomplished its mission well. 
I’ndcr the Spirit’s power God used that little messenger as 
an index-finuer to point to the proof of its strange and new 
statements concerning the meaning of many things in the 
Bible. You said. Prove everything by the Word of God. I 
did so. found your words to be truth then, and the eyes of 
my understanding were opened.

The key to the great storehouse of God’s truth was in 
mv hand, and gradually, step by step, I have been guided by 
your Spirit-inspired pen, which has continually7 pointed to 
God's Word as the only proof test of its statements, until 
my heart lias become7 established in the truth, and each day 
I am becoming more and more free. More and more is the 
light shining, and with joyful anticipation, faith points a 
littlo farther on unto the perfect day.

May our Father still make you his blessed instrument to 
show forth his light upon his fast-revealing truth, and still 
use your lips as his mouthpiece to guide those who other­
wise could not understand. And may the ink-horn at your 
side never fail to supply7 the pen which will send the message 
of love and light to the thousands who cannot hear your 
voice, nor look upon your Spirit-illumined countenance. But 
it is not your work. Let God be praised for his wonderful 
work, which lie has brought through his chosen servant and 
watchman, and may7 you still, as in the past, be sustained and

comforted by him who will never leave, never forsake.—Job 
8:19, 20; Ps. 84, 12; Heb. 12:27.

And may y7ou be among those who cannot be shaken, hut 
one to whom the verse— Ps. 37:6—will most fully apply, is 
my fervent prayer.

Nov. 17 was my 70th birthday anniversary, and how 
blessedly true is the text that is written in the H eavenly 
M a n n a  for that date. Faithful pastors and teachers, who 
have watched for my soul as they who must give an account. 
Surely I have been delivered from the subtle snare of the 
Fowler. Praise the Lord for his loving, unmerited kindness 
to me.

Yours in hope to anchor in the harbor.
M rs . M. A. S m it h .

D ear S ister Sm it h :—•
I have pleasure in acknowledging your kind letter of the 

22nd inst., being deeply appreciative of the loving interest. 
sympathy7 and fellowship expressed in it.

Truly, in the wonderful mystical body of Christ, and 
of which by God’s grace we are individually members, if one 
member suffer all suffer. Then, too, we are each built up by7 
the means of the strength that each hand, joint and ligament 
supplies, until we all come to the full stature of men in Christ. 
Our consolation is that the Lord knoweth them that are his, 
and that all tilings are working together for good to his 
elect ones. In our present trials let us take hood to ourselves 
that we ever remain in the faith, knowing that he who has 
called us is faithful, who will also do it.

Very sincerely your brother and co-laborer in the k ing­
dom, O. T. B ussell .

INFIDEL OBJECTION ANSWERED
The following was sent by Brother Fisher recently to a 

secular journal: —
M r. E ditor. Dear Si r : —

rnfidels and unbelievers in the accuracy of the Bible love 
fo prove that the grand old Book is wrong. Don’t you think 
they would be benefited more by an equal amount of time and 
thouirht to prove it right?

For example, one of the favorite objections to the Bible 
is flic longevity7 of tlie people before the Flood, under the 
favorable climatic conditions of those days and their nearness 
to tlie perfection of the first couple, created, as they were, "in 
the image, and likeness of God.”

It is solemnly affirmed by infidel scientists, both orally 
and in writing, that the only rational understanding of those 
long lives is that at that ancient day7 they reckoned time dif­

ferently, calling a lunar month a year. Recently my atten­
tion was called to internal evidence in the account itself, which 
shows that our wise friends have got to find another reason.

If the antediluvians called a lunar month a year, then, 
of course, Adam,, for example, lived 930 months, or about 
80 years—an age that agrees with modern experience.

This seems rational, hut the Sacred Record furnishes other 
data that involve a most irrational and absurd conclusion, if 
we are to art upon the lunar month theory.

Tt is that the antediluvians had children at an unbeliev­
ably tendered age. Of Adam the record runs: “ Adam lived
one hundred and thirty years and begat a son.” (Gen. f>:3) 
According to the lunar month hypothesis he had his first baby 
at the tender age of eleven. Some of the other patriarchs were 
even more precocious; for example:— Seth, 9 years old; Enos,
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7; Cainan, 6; Mahalaleel, 5; Jared, 13; Enoch, 5; Lamech, 15; 
Methuselah, 15; Noah, 41; ishem. 8; Arphaxad, 4; Salah, 2y2 ; 
Eber, 3Vi; l ’elcg, 2% ; Terah, 6; Abraham, 7; Isaac, 5.

After this the modern era of ages is admittedly in force.
Now, then, where are the infidels and infidel higher critics 

going to begin to throw the account out? They cannot believe 
in the lunar month theory. The only thing left is to throw 
tlie whole thing out of court, which many have done. I think 
the account is true, and trustworthy as it stands. What do 
you think about it, Mr. Editor? Yours truly.

G. H. F.
Dearly Beloved Brother in tiie Loud: —

May I ask you whether you understand that there is any 
time or circumstance under which, during the present time 
(S. S. 1:2— "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth; 
for thy love is better than wine” ), “kisses of the mouth” can 
have any fuller meaning than full heart recognition of the 
exceeding great and precious promises and their application 
to one's self, and by heart appreciation thus to recognize the 
presence of our dearly loved espoused Bridegroom?

In other words, is there any time or circumstance when 
you understand that there could be any recognition of a per­
sonal presence? Or should we fear such experience as one 
of the many forms and ways Satan will take to “ deceive, if 
possible, the very elect” ? transforming himself into an angel 
of light. While a personal answer will be appreciated, from 
the experience I hear some are having, it seems as if an 
answer through The Tower, and that soon, may save some 
from a snare of the adversary. With thanksgiving to God, 
I am,.

Your brother by grace, J. C. Edwards.
IN REPLY

I am quite agreed that the figurative expressions of Solo­
mon’s Song should not be allowed to exercise fanciful impres­
sions upon our minds. There would be great danger of putting 
one’s self into a mental attitude which would be susceptible 
to adverse spirit influences— from the fallen angels. God has 
in these last times spoken to us by his Son in the record ol 
his teaching and through his specially appointed apostles. 
Upon the exceeding great and precious promises waich these 
set before us our hearts may freely feast. And in these we 
should find an abundance of spiritual nutriment, refreshment, 
and not invite or desire any physical or sensuous manifesta­
tions of our Heavenly Bridegroom’s love and care. Thanks, 
dear Brother, for the kind words of loving cheer and sympathy. 
I am glad to note your firmness and clearness in the truth.

Very truly your brother and servant in the Lord.

Allegheny, Pa ., Nov. 25, 1909.
Dear Brother Russell: —

In view of the flood of “ Open Letters”  by some ex-members 
of the New York Eeclesia, would it not be well to answer them 
in The Tower? Of course, your main article in the November 
15 W atch Tower is a masterly reply to the Open Letter. 
Ml hough not so declaring itself, the Tower readers in general 

may not recognize it to be a response. And indeed I do not 
know whether you so intended it or not.

Its first exception to your (our) faith and teaching charges 
you with now presenting what the Dawn and Tower do not 
teach— a subtle way of inferring that according to your pre­
sentation Jesus was not “ a ransom for all” mankind. They 
misrepresent you as teaching that the church is a part of the 
ransom price.

Truly no weapon formed against the Lord’s cause will 
prosper. The Lord will take care of the ultimate results.

The opposition further infers that your teaching is the 
“ abomination that maketh desolate.” What will they do with 
Daniel’s prophesy— “ from the time of the abomination that 
maketh desolate, there shall be 1,335 days” (ymars) ? Evi- 
dentlv they are prepared to set aside the Scripture Chronology 
as well as the truth they have professed to love and serve.

Closing article L they graciously accredit you as having 
been “helpful” to them in a study of the divine Word, inferring, 
however, that they dug out of the Bible, truth not received 
from your instruction. Well do they know they never dis­
covered Scripture knowledge on God’s plan that did not 
emanate from the D\wn and Tower presentations.

Tn their article TT. do they not agree with you (with us) 
that Jesus is our Advocate, though they did not always do

so ? Or, do they profess to hold to the position that they 
are still enemies of God and God, at enmity with them, thus 
necessitating the constant service of a Mediator or go-between ? 
Are they proud of this animosity? We rejoice that Jesus is 
our Advocate.

Article III. of the “ Open Letter” has been thoroughly 
covered by your masterful reply in Nov. 15 Watch Tower. 
The opposing faction deals in isolated verses where you treat 
the subject in its entirety and you do so forcefully, logically, 
conclusively. Truly God is with you.

Article IV. starts out with a deliberate misstatement (to 
be charitable)— falsehood (to be exact). It declares that you 
“set forth the view that you alone are ‘that servant’ of Matt. 
24:45-47; Luke 12:42-44;” whereas your claim re “ that ser­
vant” was for The W atch Tower,

According to the position taken by the advocates of the 
“ Open Letter” no sister could possibly come in for a “ special 
blessing” at the hands of our Lord. Rather a discouraging 
doctrine for the sisters, surely! It tends to make discrimina­
tion between the males and females of the faith,, “ once de­
livered to the saints.” I wonder that all the sisters do not at 
once see the force of that argument.

Article V. of the “ Open Letter”  stands powerfully against 
the argument of the opposing faction. In it they admit that 
only 17 out of 300 Bible students in Brooklyn Tabernacle 
were in favor of a certain character of Bible study. Did they 
expect that the 300 should have given way to the 17? Or, 
do they hold that the 17 are smarter than the 300 and know 
best what the Lord approves?

Here let me remind you how the “ Berean Bible Studies” 
started in Allegheny. I was appointed the leader. You merely 
suggested that I introduce this form of Bible study to the class. 
I did so, and after the seventh lesson you went on the platform 
and reminded the congregation that they now knew what the 
Berean Study is, as compared with Bible study in other ways. 
You told them of the favorable reports you had of the Berean 
Study, its increase of attendance, and that you now desired an 
expression from the church as to its desire respecting future 
Bible Studies. Eleven hands were held up in favor of the 
Bible Study by books and chapters, four hands went up in 
favor of Bible Study by the selection of a verse or topic. Up­
wards of 250 hands were then extended in favor of the Berean 
method of study. I made note of all this at the time.

Now, dear Brother, I know not what method you pursued 
at the Brooklyn Tabernacle assembly, but am convinced that 
you did about the same as with the Allegheny congregation. 
The 17 objectors should at once have surrendered to the voice 
of God as expressed by the majority. It implied that God 
was pleased to have Berean Study, in which way every class 
studies systematically and has your assistance in arriving at 
conclusions. Only the wilful and heady would want to do 
otherwise.

[Seeing that some “ Independents” were becoming confused, 
and manifesting an ungracious spirit, we recommended that 
for the next six months all meetings should be Berean Bible 
Studies, which had proven so helpful to many, and gave widest 
latitude for all and on almost every Bible topic. The vote 
was almost unanimous; about 300 in favor of Berean Studies, 
and 7 (not 17) against—by record.— Editor.]

Experience doubtless has taught us that, although people 
have had Bibles and studied them throughout the past, they 
have failed to get much good, but by studying in the Berean 
way they gain much knowledge of God’s plan and principles of 
righteousness and know full well that the Berean studies are 
most helpful.

The opposing friends will have to get up a better argument 
than that set forth in their “ Open Letter” if they shall deceive 
the Lord’s little ones. Only those not really of us will be 
turned aside by their clamor <ind commotion on spiritual lines.

God help you, Brother, stand fast in the true faith, the 
faith "once delivered to the saints.” Nobly have you espoused 
God’s truth to the hearing ones. If some presume to hurry 
along ahead of light as it becomes due they will be as much 
(if not more) in the dark than they who stay behind.

Continue to remember me at the throne of heavenly grace. 
Be not dismayed by the shafts of the enemy.

Your brother in Christ our Redeemer and Advocate.
J. A. Bohnet.

THE MEMORIAL CELEBRATION
In the interest of readers in the uttermost parts of the 

earth, we note the fact that the time for the celebration of 
the Memorial Supper this year will be the evening of Friday, 
April 22, after six o’clock, which marks the beginning of the

14th day of the Month Nisan according to Jewish reckoning. 
That night corresponds to the one on which our Lord was 
betrayed. The following day corresponds to the date of his 
crucifixion, and Sunday, April 24, beginning at 6 P. M., on the
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