SEPTEMBER 15, 1909

in relation to the Scriptures and feel that it will be a source of
light to me at all times, as the books have and will be.

I wish to say that I have never been a church member and
have been called an infidel on account of my non-belief in a
Father who could torture throughout eternity people created
by him in his own likeness when they were born in sin and were
so weak. The first glimpse of the “Divine Plan” made me feel
that I was not entirely alone in my belief and that the coming
of the Savior could be looked forward to with great longings
and happiness instead of misery, separation, torture, etc., to
some probably who were dear to us.

I am a young man, a deep reader and have until finding
your books been unable to secure much consideration from the
ministers of the (sect) churches, as all of them left the im-
pression upon me that one must be a member of some church
to be saved.

Will you please forward books and papers promptly, as I do
not wish to miss a single enlightening point, and have a dear
wife and mother I am so anxious shall see the great light as I
see it.

Yours very truly,

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:—

In the early ’90’s, being a great reader of all kinds of lit-
erature—history, Biblical and profane books of all kinds—my
wife thought she would purchase me an unusual book, and
bought me a copy of Millennial Dawn, Vol. 1. 1 was interested
in Piof. Totten, of Yale, in his prophecies in reference to the
beoks of Daniel and Revelation, and subscribed for the “Chris-
tian Herald” to read what he had to say. So I read Millennial
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Dawn at that time, but some influence was against me, and for
years the book lay unopened. Last summer at one of our Bap-
tist meetings down here, I heard a clergyman speak about the
Russellites and their belief as being dammnable heresy. It was
a new name to me. I asked about these people; who they
were, and tried to get some further light, reasoning that theie
must be something extra about these people to be so con-
demned. I had often read of Gamaliel's advice to the high
priest and tried to follow it by granting all movements a rea-
sonable hearing. I came home from the meeting, and asked
my wife if she knew where that old book she had bought for
me years ago was. We looked it up. I began to read it. 1 was
ripe for it. I got tired looking up your references to the Bible
and took the book as written. Not having the necessary money
to buy the other five volumes at that time, I did the next best
thing. I went right into the Bible as never before. I would
to God I had not wasted all these years, but had done so at
first.

Patiently bear with me, as I am full of this good news. I
live in the country on an R. F. D. route. Some one threw a
little pink tract in the box. God’s blessings on him! I read
every word; then it was up to me to find out who put it there.
I made careful inquiry and found a fellow by the name of Mr.
Nunally, living about four miles away, who had a reputation
as being a saint; just the fellow I was looking for. I drove
over and got what I wanted. I am now near the end of Vol.
6, which has stirred me up to write to you. I must have the
monthly paper as soon as I can get it. It is a severe trial for
me to ask you to give me credit for the same until I can pay
for it and also for “The Tower,” WM. BENNETT,—Va.
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THE SARATOGA CONVENTION

As we had expected, quite a number of the dear friends pro-
nounced this last convention “the best yet!” For our own part
they are all so enjoyable that we find it difficult to express a
preference. About 1,500 to 1,800 attended; and about 500 more
came to Brooklyn only. We cannot recall any previous conven-
tion at which such absolute harmony prevailed. Saratoga is in
many respects an ideal city for such a gathering; it is quiet,
healthful, has hotel capacity for thousands and a splendid Audi-
torium. The friends were made comfortable at $1.25 to $1.50
per day by special arrangement. Each convention teaches us
something along these lines.

But our special feasting was on the heavenly food and fel-
lowship divine, Thirty dear brethren participated and their
topics were timely and well chosen. We trust and believe that
no hungry soul went away unfed. Several ministers of various
denominations attended continuously and some of them ex-
pressed themselves as deeply interested and reading the “Scrir-
TURE STUDIES” and determined to prove as true Bereans what
they had heard.

Saturday’s ride down the Hudson River on the steamer Hen-
drick Hudson was a unique experience. Nearly four thousand
people were on board; about one-half of them were our conven-
tion people. It seemed the Lord’s providence that we should
thus use the regular steamer rather than charter a smaller and
less palatial craft for our exclusive use. Besides, as we had
surmised, the opportunities for presenting the truth to others
were considerable, and the dear friends improved them wisely,
we believe.

The river views are grand; but the dear friends were so full
of faith-views of the heavenly shore that earthly scenes were
quite secondary to the majority. The time was spent in fellow-
ship-talks along truth lines, and in singing with hearts and lips
melodies to our Redeemer and our Father.

The Sunday services at Brooklyn were all held in the Acad-
emy of Musie, and opened with a praise and testimony meeting
at 10 o’clock. It was good to be there, but difficult to describe.
The feelings of the friends ran deep as they told of their thank-
fulness to God for the truth, and how much it had changed the
current of their entire lives. The vow also was lauded as a
blessing from God which had brought more of blessing than
words could tell. It had brought them nearer to the Lord than
ever before, and had given them a realization of the Lord’s near-
ness and special watch care.

At 11 o’clock Brother Russell spoke on “The Value of Toil,”
as reported in the newspapers. Additionally he made some spe-
cial reference to the value of service—the value of toil to the
church. He noted that the Lord could get along entirely with-
out our aid, but permitted us to serve and sacrifice for our spir-
itual development. He noted also the rest of spirit which all
laborers in the vineyard should enjoy continually. Luncheon
followed, some going to restaurants and some partaking of a

free luncheon in side rooms of the Brooklyn Aeademy of Music.

At the afternoon session a discourse was delivered by Broth-
er Rutherford. His topic was, “Preaching the kingdom of
heaven.” It was ably handled and well received. Following it
came another interval for supper—served as at noon.

In the evening after a praise service Brother Russell ad-
dressed the assembly on “Baptism and Its Import.” On Mon-
day opportunity was granted for symbolic immersion in water,
and one hundred and twenty-two availed themselves of the priv-
ilege. The baptistry of the Central Baptist church was used.

Monaay (Labor Day) witnessed a Love Feast from 7:30 a.
m. until 11 p. m. at the “Bethel” (the home). Coffee, sand-
wiches, fruit and cake were served by the sisters to hundreds
who inspected the home. The large parlor, in which President
Abraham Lincoln in the dark hours of the Civil War inter-
viewed Rev. Henry Ward Beecher and enlisted his co-operation
in presenting to the British public the true issues of the war as
being for or against slavery, etc., was an object of much inter-
est. Our study also was a place of great interest to all. We
sat at our desk by request and there greeted the Brethren and
Sisters as they passed. We took fresh occasion to apologize for
our fine quarters; so much better than the Lord and the Apos-
tles enjoyed and so much better than we deserve. We explained
afresh what had already been particularized in THr WATcH
Tower (March 1, page 68) concerning the peculiar providences
which put us in possession of this fine property at a less cost
than very inferior ones were obtainable—at about one-fourth
what our large family’s car-fare alone would have cost.

At the Brooklyn Tabernacle there weie busy scenes all day.
Imagine two thousand people passing between the Tabernacle
and the Bethel and seeing both from top to bottom. No wonder
the residents of the intervening four blocks werc amazed' What
could so greatly interest those happy-looking people! Ah!
“None but his loved ones know.” We trust that a favorable 1m-
pression for the truth was made upon the people of a large sec-
tion of Brooklyn, for about 1,700 of our friends were quartered
amongst them. Do we always remember, dear friends, that we
are living epistles of the truth, known and read of many who
will not read our printed messages? 1f this thought could be
always with us, how careful it would make us be of our words
and deeds.

While we were giving the right hand of fellowship to the
candidates for immersion at the Baptist church, Brother Cole
was addressing the Colporteurs in Brooklyn Tabernacle. Later.
at 11 a. m. and 3 p. m. and at 8 p. m., we addressed changing
audiences in the Tabernacle. Of course, the Sunday services
were the best attended (about 2,500, nearly all friends),
although no special advertising was done. Some assured us
that Monday was the very best day of all and that undoubtedly
this convention far surpassed all others. We believe we also
must assent to this latter expression,
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BLUE PRINT CHART ON SOFT CLOTH

We have the Blue-print Chart of the Ages, 36 inches by 60
inches, on soft cloth, which can be folded without breaking and
which can be carried conveniently in the pocket—$1 postpaid.

Likewise the Chronological Chart, 42 inches by 92 inches,
also on soft cloth, at $1.50 each, postpaid. This chart also can
be folded without breaking and carried in the pocket.

“THAT SERVANT” AND “FELLOW-SERVANTS”

MATTHEW 24:45.

The application to us of the above text some fourteen years
ago, styling us “that servant,” came not from us, but from one
who is now our bitter enemy and who claims that while we did
occupy such position we have forfeited it, lost it, to a successor.
We have taken no part in the discussion which followed. The
bruiting of the matter amongst our readers came from our op-
ponents. We have refrained from any allusion to that partic-
ular Scripture, except upon two occasions when it seemed nec-
essary: (1) In our general treatise of the entire twenty-fourth
chapter of Matithew in “Dawn-Studies,” Vol. IV., Chapter XII.;
and (2) when this passage occurred in one of the International
Sunday School Lessons. Of late, however, the violent opposi-
tion of our enemies has aroused many of our friends to an exam-
ination of the subject. As a result, the question has become an
important one in the church. Our friends insist that this Scrip-
ture indicates that in the end of this Gospel age the Lord would
use not many channels for the dissemination of the truth, but
one channel, and that 1t would be the privilege of others of the
Lord’s faithful omnes to be “fellow-servants” (co-laborers).
They insist that the facts connected with this harvest time
abundantly substantiate this interpretation. They hold that
all of them received their knowledge of present truth directly
from the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society’s publications,
or indirectly through those who have received their enlighten-
ment through this channel. They are glad correspondingly to
co-operatle as “fellow-servants” with the Society’s work, believ-
ing that thereby they are following the leadings of the divine
providence, as well as the instructions of the divine Word.
They believe that such as do otherwise, oppose the divine word,
antagonize the harvest work, and will bring injury upon them-
selves.

Our opponents are often bitter and sarcastic after taking
the antagonistic position. They retort that the expression
“that servant” should be understood to mean all the members
of the church of Christ, and that the expression, “his fellow-
servants,” is meaningless, because it refers to the same class.
They declare that although it ‘is true that they got their first
enlightenment respecting the value of Christ’s death as a “ran-
som for all,” and their first knowledge of the “times of restitu-
tion of all things,” and their first appreciation of the “high call-
ing.” and their first knowledge of the parousia and the harvest
time of this age, and their first knowledge of the fulfilment of
prophecies in connection with this harvest time, and their first
understanding of the nature of man and the work of redemp-
tion, atonement and regeneration from this Society’s publica-
tions, nevertheless they are of the opinion that all of these
things were previously published by others, and they are seek-
ing to find the books. They claim further that to apply this
Seripture to us would signify that we are infallible.

Our friends reply that the Society has never made any claim
to infallibility; that its publications are not written in that
style; that they merely lay before their readers the Scriptures
and show their meaning from the Scriptures, and leave the les-
son or conclusion with each reader’s own judgment. Further.
they declare that if any book or set of books presents the divine
plan of the ages and the Scriptural interpretation set forth in
the “Dawn-Studies” and other publications of the Society, they
have never seen them, never heard of them, and do not believe
that they exist, but would pay a handsome price for the loan of
a copy. They point out that “The Watch Tower” never claimed
to have originated the doctrines of election and free grace, justi-
fication and sanctification, restitution, baptism, etc. They point
out, indeed, that it is well known to everybody that thousands
of books have been published on these subjects, some of them
centuries ago; but they also point out that none of these sub-
jects was ever presented as now in the Society’s publications;
that these presentations of the past, instead of being enlighten-
ing, darken the understanding and confuse the head and heart
and contradict each other, and that, on the contrary, all of these
subjects in the Society’s publications, are harmonized and uni-
fied as none would ever have supposed to be possible.

They point out that to attribute this harmony to human wis-
dom or to accident would be absurd; that it would be giving too
much honor to any human being to suppose that after eighteen
centuries of Christian conflict, passion and persecution because
of inharmonies of understanding, any human being without spe-
cial divine aid should now arise who could at one moving of the
wand, as it were, bring harmony and reason. beauty and light
out of and into every part of God’s Word. They declare that
such a view would be much more difficulf to take than that
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which they have adopted, based upon their understanding of
Matthew 24:45 and co-related events of this harvest time. They
declare that, to their judgments, there is no other interpreta-
tion of the facts before us than that presented in our Lord’s
promise; that at the appropriate time in the end of the age, in
the time of his presence, he would bring forth from the store-
house of Grace, Wisdom and Truth things “new and old,” and
that he would select at that time one special channel through
which those blessings would be called to the attention of the
household of faith—indicating also that a privilege would be
granted to others who might join the service as “fellow-serv-
ants.” They point out that such as have thus become “fellow-
servants” have been blest and used in the harvest work, whilst
others opposing have gone into the “outer-darkness” of nom-
inalism as respects “harvest” truth and its service.

They point to the fact that many ministers and Bible stu-
dents repudiate and condemn the Society’s publications on the
very score that it is absurd to expect at this day a complete
harmony of the teachings of the Bible, which have been fought
over by the learned of the church for centuries, and refuse,
therefore, to examine the divine plan of the ages, preferring to
turn to the Evolution theory and Higher Criticism views of the
Bible, saying that it consists of a parcel of “old wives’ fables,”
which cannot be harmonized with themselves nor with reason.

Our opponents, unable to answer, are made correspondingly
angry. Some of them fight the Society’s publications publicly,
while they study them privately for Secriptural interpretations
which they can parade as their own and as proof that the Lord
is not using one channel only, “that servant,” for the bringing
forth of the meat in due season to the household of faith. Oth-
ers, more crafty, indirectly discourage the use of the Society’s
publications while, in a sense, praising them, and, if questioned,
are obliged to acknowledge that the Society’s literature was the
channel through which the Lord sent them prartically all that
they know about the Bible and the divine purposes. They seek
to turn the minds of the enlightened ones in another direction
by telling them that “each should dig” the jewels of divine truth
for himself; that the Society’s publications merely gave them
the start on which now they should improve, so that eventually
its teachings would be far in the background. These disloyal
“fellow-servants” suggest further that there is danger of wor-
shiping the Society and that to avoid so doing it is practically
necessary to give it a kick or to turn their backs upon it. They
say, Let us have a Bible study, but let us exclude the Society’s
publications! Let us give the impression that we are great
Bible students and teachers who dug these Truths for ourselves.
But let us put the matter more plausibly and more humbly by
claiming that our only desire is to exalt God’s Word and to
study it alone!

Qur friends reply that they are in no danger of worshiping
the Society or anybody else; that their experience in man-wor-
ship and sect-worship are things of the past. They declare that
they were led out of those forms of idolatry and into the proper
reverence and worship of God and his Word by the Society’s
publications and no others, and that they have never heard of
any teachings which, in so clear and unmistakable language,
guard the Lord’s people against every form of man-worship,
sect-worship, ete., and that no others so fully and thoroughly set
forth the rights and liberties of the Lord’s people as against
the enslaving tendencies of the great Adversary and bishops,
ministers and elders. They hold that Vol. VI. of “Dawn-
Studies” is disliked on this very account by some who are de-
sirous of “lording it over God’s heritage.” {‘hey point out that
they themselves and their forefathers for generations had Bible
classes and Bible studies all to no purpose until the Lord, in
due time, sent them the “Bible Keys,” through the Society.
They point out that to ignore this leading of the Lord and to
exclude from their study of the Bible the teacher sent of the
Lord would be to dishonor the Lord who sent the same and to
reject His helping hand; and that the only result that could be
expected of such a course would be a gradual loss of light—a
proportionate loss of the holy Spirit, the Spirit of the truth,
and eventually to reach the “outer darkness” of the world and
the nominal-church, from which they were rescued by the truth.
They declare that this would correspond to a sow returning to
her wallowing in the mire and the dog to his vomit, as the Apos-
tle declares. They declare that to take such a course, to them
would mean a lack of appreciation of having been called out of
darkness into this marvelous light. a lack of appreciation of the
light of “the day star” promised by the Lord as a precursory of
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the glorious sunrise of the new dispensation.—2 Pet. 1:19-21.

They point out further that the “Dawn-Scripture Study”
Volumes are practically the Bible itself in an arranged, system-
atic form; and that it is this very systematization of the Bible
which brought them to their present enlightenment and joy in
the holy Spirit. They declare that wranglings and speculations
and guesses respecting things not revealed in God’s Book are
what is often styled “Bible study,” and that they are afraid of
these and desire to keep close to the Lord and to the message
which they believe that he has sent to them, and that. there-
fore, they prefer to study the Bible in the light and under the
leading of the “Berean Studies” and the “Studies in the Scrip-
tures,” and to look for further light in the same direction and
without expecting special revelations to their own brains or
from a variety of directions. They declare that there are no
other writings or teachings which can compare with the Soci-
ety’s in loyalty to the Bible, and that it is their decision, there-
fore, to hold fast to that which they have already attained and
to beware of “divers and strange doctrines,” fanciful interpre-
tations, manufactured types, symbols and private interpreta-
tions,

‘‘RULER OF ALL HIS GOODS"

Our opponents are ready to admit that the Lord has used
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society as his channel or
servant in forwarding the harvest message in a most remark-
able degree—in a manner and to an extent hardly to be believed
and never equaled—in many tongues and at the hands of many
“fellow-servants,” colporteurs, pilgrims, volunteers, etc. They
admit that there is no question that a remarkable service has
been rendered, and hence that it is indisputable by any who
believe that there is a harvest work in progress and that the
Society has been a servant of the harvest message in a most
profound and peculiar sense, even if they dispute that it hay
fulfilled Matthew 24:45, as being “that servant.” Our friends,
on the other hand, point out that very rarely, indeed, is there
any quarrel or dispute over the privilege of being a servant,
and that never in the world’s history before has this passage
been applied, and that very few would be either desirous of being
“that servant” or capable of fulfilling that service. They point
out that a servant is known by his service, and that if the serv-
ice be shown to have been performed, the title of servant is an
appropriate one, although one not generally coveted. Those
who have laid claims to being “some great one” have styled
themselves in some fantastic manner Messiahs, Elijahs, proph-
ets, etc.,, but amongst these none has ever been found to claim
the title of “servant,” nor to rejoice specially in service—par-
ticularly not without money and without price, but merely
from love for the Lord, love for the Truth and love for the
brethren.

But, retort the opponents, while we do not deny the service
rendered, yet if we grant the application of Matthew 24:45 to
be correct, then we are forced to apply the other part, the con-
text, which says, “Verily I say unto you, he shall make him
ruler over all his goods.” That would mean that the “fellow-
gervants” and the “household of faith” in general might not
expect to receive their spiritual meat from any other quarter
than “that servant.” We are opposed to this thought and
hence opposed to the entire matter.

Qur friends reply that it is with the Lord and with no one
else to determine who and when and what shall be provided for
the “household of faith”; and for him equally to decide whether
he will send that spiritual food through one channel or through
many channels. They urge that all who are hungering and
thirsting after Truth, all who are looking to the Lord for their
supply, all who are in a proper attitude of mind, meek and
teachable, will be ready to say, “Lord, thy will be done in thy
way! To thee we are indebted for every blessing, every mercy,
every ray of light, and we prefer to receive it as thou dost pre-
fer to dispense it! We have no wish or will to express! Our
prayer is, Thy will be done!” They further urge that the oppo-
nents consider that the harvest message has been going forth
for thirty-five years, and that if the Lord should change his
program and his channel of sending the truth at this late day,
it would be very remarkable—less reasonable to suppose than
that he would continue to use “that servant.” They urge, fur-
thermore, that all who cut loose from the Society and its work,
instead of prospering themselves or upbuilding others in the
faith and in the graces of the spirit, seemingly do the reverse—
attempt injury to the cause they once served, and, with more or
less noise, gradually sink into oblivion, harming only them-
gelves and others possessed of a similarly contentious spirit.

OUR POSITION ON THE SUBJECT

From the first we have urged that this subject be not allowed
to produce contention or bitterness of spirit. Let each reach
his own conclusions and act accordingly. If some think that
they can get as good or better provender at other tables, or
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that they can produce as good or better themselves—let these
take their course. All who feel dissatisfied with the spiritual
food which our great Master has privileged us to send broad-
cast to every nation should certainly be looking anywhere and
everywhere for something better. Our wish for them is that
they might find something better. If we were dissatisfied our-
selves, or if we knew where something better could be obtained,
we certainly at any cost would seek it. And how could we find
fault with others for doing what we ourselves would do? Rather
let us bid them God-speed in their search for something more
satisfactory. With many of us the case is the reverse of this,
for, with the poet, we say

“I had sought the world around
Peace and comfort no more found.”

In the divine plan of the ages we found something so far
above our own conception and the conceptions of all others that
we at once realized it to be God’s Plan, of which he declares
truly, “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways and my plans higher than your
plans.” (Isa. 55:9) We realize instinctively what a pearl of
great price we have found-—a matchless pearl—and that it
would be the height of folly to look for any other that would
compare with it. With the poet we declare,

“It satisfies our longings
As nothing else could do.”

We confess, therefore, that we are not searching for other
plans of the ages. At very most we look for additional scintil-
lations of light which will make more harmonious and more
beautiful than ever the great divine plan, which first stood
clearly revealed to us in 1880,

We urge upon all those who do see eye to eye with us that,
instead of quarreling with those who want something new or
something better or something different, we merely let them go
their way while we give special heed to the development of the
fruits and graces of the holy Spirit in our own hearts and lives,
and to the further dissemination of the glorious message to
those who have the hearing ear. If from time to time the Lord
shall permit Satan to sift his church “like wheat,” let us re-
member that our great Advocate’s assistance in proper measure
and power will bring to all who are lpoyal at heart the needed
grace and strength for every temptation. He will not suffer
such to be tempted above what they are able to bear, but with
the temptation permitted will provide a way of escape. We
must expect. however, that these siftings of the wheat are not
only permitted but intended to separate some, and it is not for
us to murmur or complain against divine providence in this
matter. “The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away. Blessed
be the name of the Lord!” Even though those who are being
“gifted” have been very dear to us, as St. Peter and the other
apostles were to the Lord, it is for us to humble ourselves under
the mighty hand of God.—1 Pet. 5:6.

On the other hand, while remembering the Secriptural in-
junction to “mark them which cause division . . . and
avoid them” (Romans 16:17), we should not allow any bitter-
ness respecting them to enter our hearts or to escape our lips or
our pens, no matter what they may say or do against us. “See
that no man render evil for evil nor railing for railing, but con-
trariwise.” Let us be like our Lord who, when reviled, reviled
not again. As we see some going blind respecting precious
truths which they once saw clearly, it will properly grieve our
hearts for them. But we are to remember that the Lord’s Cause
will lose nothing; that it is in the hands of the Omnipotent
One, who is able to make all things work together for the fulfil-
ment of the counsel of his own will—his glorious purposes.
Would we smite the blind? Surely not! Then neither should
we by act nor word be unkind to those who are “going out from
us, because they are not all of us”—those who in this hour of
temptation are being smitten down by the arrows of the adver-
sary because. from the Lord’s standpoint, not deemed worthy of
the necessary succor.—1 John 2:19.

The three important lessons for the Lord’s faithful to be
sure that they have learned are these: (1) That meekness, hu-
mility, is of primary importance, not only to gain an entrance
into the Lord’s family, but also to maintain a place therein.
(2) That obedient faith, abiding trust, is an indispensable qual-
ity, not only for the eternal future, but also for the maintenance
of our proper relationship to the Lord in the present life. With-
out it we would wander and be uncertain in all our course. With
it we may abide in meekness under our Lord’s protecting care.
(3) Love, the essence and sum of all the graces, must rule in
our hearts richly, abundantly. A proper love for God will not
only keep us very meek, very humble. very teachable, but will
also give us great faith, great confidence in him and an attitude
of heart which he will be pleased to guide aright. A love for
the brethren will make us meek and gentle and willing to lay
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down our lives in their interest. If we know these things, happy
are we if we do them,

But while.we are willing that others should go anywhere
and everywhere to find food and light to their satisfaction,
strange to say, those who become our opponents take a very
different course. Instead of saying in the manly fashion of the
world, “I have found something which I Prefer; goodbye!”
these manifest anger, malice, hatred, strife, “works of the flesh
and of the devil” such as we have never known worldly people
to exhibit. They seem inoculated with madness, Satanic hydro-
phobia. Some of them smite us and then claim that we did the
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smiting. They are ready to say and write contemptible falsities
and to stoop to do meanness.

We say to ourself, O my soul, come not thou into their coun-
sels and schemes, Abstain from them., Make the Lord, even the
Most High, thy refuge and habitation, and fellowship thou with
the saints of the Most High, who are meek and lowly of heart
and whom he shall lead in his ways. “Blessed is the man who
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, and standeth not in
the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners, but
whose delight is in the Law of the Lord.”

OUR COMPREHENSIVE

Many are writing us that they took the vow months ago,
when first it was suggested. We are glad to have all names at
any time. Our opponents arc boasting that as less than seven
thousand names have as yet been reported as vowers, it follows
that the majority of our many thousand readers are opposed
to it. We do not helieve this true, yet cannot dispute the logic
of the argument. All not for the vow are apparently against it.
Our belief, nevertheless. is that those who have taken the vow
are experiencing a great spiritual uplift therefrom, a greater
nearness to the Lord, and consequently a greater safety in this
evil day. It is our confidence, too, that the Lord will make the
vow plain to all of his faithful in due time and that many more,
if not all the true-hearted, will ultimately take it and share the
blessing. Notice that nearly all who are going blind on the
covenants and the sin-offerings are such as are opposing the vow.
Of course, we helieve it to be of the Lord’s providence and “meat
in due season” at this time, else we would not present it here.

Some have gotten the ecrroneous idea that this vow is more
stringent than our original consecration vow of baptism into
the death of Christ. On the contrary, nothing could be more
comprehensive or tight than our vow to be dead with Christ to
all sin and alive with him to all righteousness. This includes
every act, word and thought fully in accord with the will of our

CONSECRATION VOW

Lord to the extent of our ability. The vow suggested for a year
past is less comprehensive; but it specifies certain outward
forms recognized as safe and such specification is found to be
helpful.

It is the new creature that is bound both by the consecration
vow and also by the supplemental vow of specifications. If the
new creature fail in the latter vow, he surely has failed in the
original comprehensive consecration vow, What should he do
upon realizing a shortcoming? He should follow the Apostle’s
admonition and come courageously to the throne of heavenly
grace, to obtain mercy and find grace to help in future times of
need. “The blood of Christ cleanseth us (new creatures) from
all sin”—cleanses our robes. It was efficacious for us as men,
justifying us and bringing us the privilege of joining with our
Lord in his sacrifice, and it avails for all the weaknesses and
imperfections of our flesh after we become “new creatures.”
This supplemental vow demands so much less of us than our
original consecration vow that all should be able to keep it, both
in letter and in spirit, we believe. But if, perchance, a moment
of severe temptation temporarily overwhelmed us and we failed
to observe the vow as fully as we desired, we should promptly
go to the throne of grace for forgiveness, for the cleansing of
every spot and wrinkle.

CHRIST'S AMBASSADOR A PRISONER
Aors 21:27-39.—O0CTOBER 3.
GoLDEN TeEXT:—“Thou, therefore, endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.”—2 Tim. 2:3.

St. Paul, accompanied by Luke and Trophimus of Ephesus,
Aristarchus of Thessalonica, Sopater of Berea, Secundus of
Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, Timotheus of Lystra and Tychi-
cus of Ephesus, arrived at Jerusalem Friday, May 27, A. D. 57.
He was returning from his third missionary tour amongst the
Gentiles. He had been absent seven years. As we have seen,
the Lord had permitted forewarnings to reach him that he
might expect trouble—bonds and imprisonment—in the Hol
City. However, this noble ambassador for Christ, undeterred,
had now arrived. He and his associates, it will be remembered,
brought with them money collections from the churches in Asia
Minor for the church at Jerusalem, which, apparently, was in a
measure of financial distress.

Their reception on their first day was apparently of a pri-
vate and personal character, but on the next day, which was
probably the Day of Pentecost (Acts 20:16), the Apostles and
leading brethren came together to receive St. Paul and his com-
pany in a more formal manner. St. James, brother (or cousin)
to our Lord, was apparently the recognized leader in the Jeru-
salem church. No mention is made of the other Apostles. Prob-
ably some of them were absent, engaged in the work at other
points. St. Paul recounted his missionary tour amongst the
Gentiles and the Lord’s blessing upon his ministries of the
truth. notwithstanding the tribulations permitted. We may
presume also that at the same time the collections were turned
over.

THE FEAR OF MAN—A SNARE

The brief record indicates that the brethren at Jerusalem
were considerably perturbed by St. Paul’s presence with them.
Not merely did they fear his personal safety, but also lest his
coming might stir up persecution against them all. His activ-
ity and persistency made him well known to the Jews in the in-
fluential part of the world in which he had been laboring. The
Jewish custom that the zealously religious come frequently to
Jerusalem to celebrate religious festivals kept the Jerusalem
Jews in touch with the religious interests of the whole world.
St. James and his associates realized that in all probability
Jews from Ephesus, Athens, Thessalonica, Berea, etc., might be
present celebrating the Pentecostal feast. They knew that St.
Paul’s activities had already been reported, and that some,
even of the Christian believers, were troubled at his reported
teaching—that the Law was dead and that no one needed to pay

any further attention to it. They urged St. Paul to contradict
these partial misconceptions by going into the Temple and asso-
ciating with some brethren who had taken the Nazarite vow.
They did not suggest that St. Paul take this vow, but that he be
present with these brethren, as a recognition of the propriety
of what they did, and that he bear their expenses, which in-
cluded not only the shaving of their heads and burning of the
hair, but also the cost of sacrificing for them four animals each.

St. James and the leaders of the church evidently understood
St. Paul’s position properly enough. He taught the Gentiles
that it was not necessary for them to become Jews nor to obey
the Jewish ritual, but that, instead of looking for God’s favor
through the types and shadows, they should look to Christ and
his antitypical fulfilments of the requirements of the law. He
taught that the Law could not save either Jew or Gentile, but
that only faith in Christ could bring the soul into relationship
to God. He taught that while certain blessings of God yet re-
mained for the Jew (Rom. 11:37), God during this Gospel age
is gelecting a spiritual seed of Abraham from both Jews and
Gentiles. He taught also that if any one, Jew or Gentile, at-
tempted to keep the law, with a view to thus meriting eternal
life, such would surely lose it ; because “by the deeds of the Law
shall no flesh be justified in God’s sight.” Nothing in all this,
however, really interfered with St. Paul’s doing just what St.
James and the others urged him to do for the four men under
the Nazarite vow., The shaving of their heads and the offering
of sacrifices in demand of the Law governing their vow, in no
sense of the word interfered with or attempted to add to the
merit of Christ’s sacrifice. Nevertheless in our judgment a
more courageous course might have been pursued. Apparently
the very method taken to ward off pub{)ic opposition merely
served to arouse it. Let us not forget, however, that the Lord
could have ordered the matter otherwise; could have overruled
the matter differently had he chosen. Let us remember that the
Lord foreknew that tribulations would assail the Apostle Paul,
and had foretold them. Those who are in close relationship to
the Lord have his assurance that all their steps are ordered of
him and that all things shall work together for good to those
who love God and who have been called according to his pur-
pose. What a comfort! What a consolation this is to all of
the Lord’s people! No wonder such may have quiet, rest, peace,
even in times of storm and trouble!
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CONCESSION TO PREJUDICE UNSUCCESSFUL

The scheme to have St. Paul appear as partially endorsing
the Law seemed successful for several days, but when the seven
days were nearly expired he was recognized by Jews who had
come from Asia. They had seen the Apostle with the Greek,
Trophimus, and jumped to the conclusion that the latter was
one of the four men whose heads were shaved. This would have
been a grievous offence from the Jewish standpoint. Only Jews
were allowed within the sacred precincts of the Temple, outside
of which was a Woman’s Court and also a Court of the Gen-
tiles. A stone fence separated these two apartments and con-
stituted what the Apostle elsewhere alluded to as the “middle
wall of partition.” (Eph. 2:14) This wall was four and one-
half feet high, and on 1t was a tablet which has recently been
found by the Palestine Exploration Society which reads, “No
man of alien race is to enter within the balustrade and fence
that goes around the Temple. If any one is taken in the act,
let him know that he has himself to blame for the penalty of
death that follows.” St. Paul was charged with this offence
and not the Greek who was supposed to have been misled by the
Apostle, It was on this score that St. Paul’s life was in danger
from the mob which speedily gathered at the cry of the Asiatic
Jew that the Temple was being profaned.

While the mob was beating the Apostle, seeking to kill him,
a chief Captain or Colonel of the Roman soldiers in the Castle
Antonio close by the Temple became aware of the tumult and
hurried to the scene with a troop of soldiers. The beating
ceased. The people, who had not learned to respect the majesty
of the Roman law, had become amenable to its military forces.

The Apostle was chained by each arm to a soldier. The
commandant, endeavoring to ascertain the cause of the tumult
and unable to understand the conflicting testimonies, remanded
the prisoner to the castle. But the mob, disappointed that
they had lost the opportunity of taking his life, made a mad
rush to get him from the soldiers or to kill him while under
their charge. What a spirit of murder can be aroused, and sud-
denly, too, in the hearts of not only Jews, but Gentiles! And
how often we find in the pages of history that such violence and
unreason have been manifested in the name of and in defense of
various religions! How utterly foreign to all of this is what
St. Paul designates “the spirit of a sound mind”—the spirit of
reason, justice—not to mention the spirit of generosity, loving
kindness and tender mercy! As the seeing of the foolishness
and the brutishness of a drunken person should act as a great
temperance lesson in every right-minded man and woman, so
such a scene as this, whether recognized by our natural eyes or
mentally seen through the printed page, should be a lasting
lesson against anything so brutish and unreasonable. Let every
instance of religious bigotry and fanatical violence speak to our
hearts a lesson in the opposite direction, and fix in us resolu-
tions that, by the grace of God, we will never be thus foolish,
thus wicked; but contrariwise will become the more gentle and
kind and Christ-like, as the days go by.

The oncoming of the mob led the soldiers to press one against
the other so as not to lose their prisoner, and thus the Apostle
was lifted off his feet and carried by the soldiers up the stair-
way.

The courage of this ambassador of Christ and his readiness
to take advantage of every opportunity to tell the message of
his Master was here wonderfully exemplified. We might have
supposed that from the beating received from the mob and the
more or less rough treatment in getting to the castle door any
ordinary man would have been cowed with fear and excitement.
But it was here that St. Paul, cool and collected, requested of
the commander the privilege of speaking to the people, intimat-
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ing, no doubt, that they had misunderstood what he was doing
and that in a few words he might be able to pacify them. The
officer was astonished, for the Apostle spoke Greek fluently. He
thought likely that he was “that Egyptian” mentioned by Jose-
phus, who, a short time before this, had gathered a large body
of discontented Jews, to whom he represented himself as Mes-
siah, and who, as his followers, gave the Roman authorities con-
siderable trouble. St. Paul answered that he was a Jew of an
honorable city and requested again the privilege of speaking to
the people, which was granted. Promptly the Apostle preached
Christ. No doubt he considered his thrilling experiences well
repaid by the privileges of that moment—the privilege of tell-
ing a considerable concourse of people about Jesus; that he was
the Messiah promised in the law and the prophecies; that his
sacrificial death constituted the redemption sacrifice for father
Adam’s forfeited life, and, incidentally, the redemption price
for all of his children, who died under his sentence, Surely also
he noted that now Messiah is calling a spiritual class of “first
fruits” to be his associates in the Millennial kingdom and that
shortly Israel and all the nations will experience the privileges
and blessings of that kingdom. Surely he pointed out, also.
that now is the acceptable time; that now is the time to make
our calling and election sure to the chiefest, the spiritual part
of the Abrahamic Covenant.

Paul proceeded to tell them of his missionary tours and how
many of the Gentiles were receiving the message gladly and
giving their hearts to the Lord in full consecration. But so
strong was the Jewish prejudice that the mere mention of the
going of this great blessing upon equal terms to the Gentiles re-
kindled the flame of hatred and violence, and their shouts and
jeers rent the air. The Roman Colonel, perplexed at the situa-
tion, concluded that where there was so much opposition there
must be some grounds for it. “Where there is much smoke,
there must be some fire.” And so he commanded that the Apos-
tle must be whipped until he confessed what he had done wrong
that created such a tumult and promised reformation, At once
the command began to be fulfilled. They began to bind St. Paul
to a bent whipping post. But the latter brought the proceed-
ings to a quick termination by inquiring, “Do you think it law-
ful to punish a Roman citizen before he has had a trial?” The
Colonel ordered him released at once, for already he had ex-
ceeded the law in the matter. He took the Apostle’s word for
it that he was a Roman citizen; for to claim this and to have
it found to be an untruthful claim would have meant sure death.
The Apostle was held a prisoner for trial.

There are several further lessons for us here. While not
condemning the Jews harshly for their selfish, bitter feeling of
opposition to the Gentiles, let us notice how much injury this
bitterness and selfishness worked to the Jews themselves. Had
it not been for this wrong spirit doubtless many others of that
time might have been quite ready to hear the Gospel. The les-
son to us, therefore, should be to put away meanness, selfish-
ness, enmities, bitterness, out of our hearts, out of our minds,
out of our conduct and words; and in-tead to put on the spirit
of our Lord Jesus Christ—a spirit of meekness, gentleness, pa-
tience, long-suffering, brotherly kindness, love.

Another lesson for us is that when undergoing trials and dif-
ficulties, however unjustly and however much we realize that
they could not come to us without the Lord’s permission, never-
theless we are at liberty to use any legitimate means for our
own assistance and deliverance—even as St. Paul took advan-
take of his Roman citizenship. God had provided him in ad-
vance with that measure of protection and it would have been
culpable negligence on his part not to have used it and to have
expected the Lord to deliver him in some miraculous manner.

REST IN GOD’'S WILL

How sweet to feel God’s will is best,
And in this precious thought to rest;
To know, whatever may betide,

’Tig best, for He is by our side!

Oh, how it helps us bear the pain,
Oh, how it makes us strong again!
The cold and gloom of darkest night
It fills with warmth and heavenly light!

To those who take Tl1is will as best
He grants His perfect peace and 1est,
And ever gives them day by day

His grace suflicient on the way.

Then why should hearts grow weak or faint?
Why should we ever make complaint?
Let us press on with upturned face,
And follow where we cannot trace!
—G. W. SEIBERT.

THE WRATH OF MAN OVERRULED
Acrs 22:30; 23:25.—O0cToBER 10.
GOLDEN TEXT:—“I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortress: my God; wn him will I trust.—Psa 91:2.

The day after the riot and St. Paul’s rescue by the soldiers
the Roman Commandant, Lysias, perplexed, called together the
Jewish Sanhedrin, that they might pass upon Paul’s case; for
by this time he had recognized that the point of dispute was a

religious one, and that his only duty was to preserve peace.
Thus Paul was afforded another opportunity to witness the
Gospel to the Jews-—to their most learned body, to their most
influential Court of Seventy. Perhaps the Apostle began to
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realize by this time that his trying experiences were furnishing
him with superior opportunities as a herald of the Gospel.
Looking back with the eye of faith we can realize that this is
always so; that the Lord 1s, as from the first, supervising his
own woik. But only in proportion as we know what the Lord’s
work is, can we have and use the eye of faith. We must see
that the divine program is not to attempt the conversion of the
world at the present time, but to leave that for the future, to
be accomplished by Christ’s Millennial kingdom. We must see
that his work during the present age is merely that of selecting
or electing the chureh, to be his bride-consort in his kingdom
—his associate in the great work which will then be accom-
plished for the world in general.

As St. Paul realized the opportunity granted him of address-
ing the leaders of his nation, he sought to make wise use of it.
Hence the carnestness of his countenance. “Looking stead-
fastly” at his audience, he began by reminding them of his faith-
fulness as a Jew. ITe had been ever a model citizen, never law-
less. Ile addiessed the council as “Brethren,” thus putting
hims-elf on an equality with them, both in respect to religious
zeal and general learning. Indeed, it is quite generally sup-
posed that at the time of the stoning of Stephen, Paul, then
Saul of Tarsus, was a member of the Sanhedrin.

‘‘THOU SHALT NOT SPEAK EVIL'

The address which St. Paul had planned to deliver was inter-
rupted by the High Priest’s saying, “Smite him on the mouth!”
This was a special mark of indignity and a protest against the
words uttered. Our Lord declares, ‘“The darkness hateth the
light.” It 1s not unfair to assume that the High Priest felt his
own course in life specially condemned by St. Paul’s words.
Josephus charges Anamas with having been a hypocritical
grafter of the haser sort, but so crafty that the public in general
esteemed him. Suddenly checked in his speech the Apostle
shouted, ““God shall smite thee, thou whited wall!” The pro-
phecy came true. Within two years Ananias was deposed,
within six years he met a horrible death, his own son being as-
sociated with his assassins, who drew him from his hiding place
in a sewer and slew him.

The term “whited wall” was applied to ordinary graves which
were covered with a stone slab bearing the inscription. These
were whitewashed frequently, so as to be easily discernible, lest
any traveler should tiead upon them, and, according to Jewish
ritual, be defiled. The pure, glistening white of the stone was
beautiful, but beneath was corruption. The strength of the
symbol as representing hypocrisy is manifest. Some who heard
the Apostle replied. “Answerest thou God’s High Priest so?”
St. Paul 1ejoined, “I wist not, brethren, that he was the High
Priest; for 1t is written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler
of thy people.” It will be remembered that the Apostle never
fully recovered his eyesight after being struck blind on the way
to Damascus. Imperfect vision as a ‘“thorn in the flesh” the
Lord refused to relieve him of, but assured him that in com-
pensation, he should have the more of divine grace, which answer
to his prayer the Apostle gladly accepted. It is possible, there-
fore, that he did not discern the High Priest, or that he did not
know that the indignitv was suggested by him. It is claimed
by some that Ananias had usurped his office and hence the
Apostle’s words may have meant that he did not recognize that
the true High Priest was present. The latter view is implied
by the fact that St. Paul did not apologize for his words, but
merely showed that he fully recognized the divine Law that
rulers should not be slandered.

This is a good rule for every one today. The tendency to
speak evil of dignitaries, to belittle them, to caricature them, is
a prevalent sin, which is doing much more to undermine good
government than the funmakers seem aware. Undoubtedly
there are times and ways for protesting against things and
methods with which we do not fully agree. But the people of
God should pre-eminently stand for law and order, with as much
justice as may be obtainable, waiting for absolute justice until
the King of kings shall take his Millennial throne. His com-
mand to us meantime is that we “be subject to the powers that
be”’ and “follow peace with all men, so far as lies in us”—so for
as is possible.

Incidentally we remark that some are even disposed to speak
jestingly of the Lord and the Scriptures. This is a dangerous
practice. “The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom;” and it must continue in us and increase as the years go
by, if we would make our calling and election sure to the glori-
ous things which God has in reservation for them that love him
and reverence him,

ST. PAUL AS A GENERAL

The smiting of the prisoner, and his retort, interrupted at its
beginning the hoped-for presentation of the Gospel. The Apostle
perceived that the prejudice against him was such that no speech
of his could affect his hearers. They were dominated by the
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high priest, whose lack of justice had found so early a manifes-
tation. Like a general, finding his front attack useless, he
wheeled his forces and, by a flank movement, captured the sym-
pathies of fully one-half of his auditors; and at the same time
he secured an opportunity for showing that the doctrine he
preached was the logical outcome of the faith of all of the large
sect called Pharisees. He did this by shouting out, “I am a
Pharisee; the son of a Pharisee; and I am being persecuted be-
cause of my belief in the doctrine of the resurrection.” This
was all strictly tiue. The word Pharisee signifies a person pro-
fessing entire sanctification to God. And St. Paul had never
ceased from this attitude. His experiences on the way to Da-
mascus had changed his course of conduct, but had not changed
his attitude of heart, which, from the first, was loyal to God “in
all good conscience.”

The Apostle well knew that the Sanhedrin was about equally
divided between the ultra-orthodox, holiness-professing Phari-
sees and the agnostic and higher-critical Sadducees, who num-
bered amongst them many of the most prominent Jews, includ-
ing priests. The effect of his shout was instantaneous. The
Pharisees took his part as one who believed in some respects as
they did, although they could not endorse all of his teachings.
As between the infidel Sadducees and an out-of-the-way Pharisee
they promptly espoused the cause of the latter. A tumult en-
sued, some seeking to take his life and others to protect it.
Again Cmsar’s soldiers needed to intervene between warring fac-
tions of the people of God. How sad a scene! How pitiable that
those who possess much advantage every way as Jews under
divine instruction should so sadly neglect the lessons of the
divine law in respect to justice and each other’s rights, not to
mention the instruction, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-
self!” How pitiable it is that the same 1s sometimes true
amongst Christians possessed of still higher appreciation of the
divine standards and under covenant vows to lay down their
lives for the brethren, and indeed exhort that they cannot win
the prize they seek unless they reach the point of loving their
enemies!

True, fisticuffs are not popular in our day amongst civilized
people, but cannot even greater cruelty be accomplished by the
tongue than by the hand? And is it not true that many, even
amongst those who have named the name of Christ and taken
upon them consecration vows to do his will, bite and devour one
another under the influence of the Adversary’s spirit—‘“anger,
malice, hatred, envy, strife.” As we see these things shall we
not learn a valuable lesson, which will enable us the better to
glorify our Father in heaven?

Back at the castle in safety the Apostle was doubtless won-
dering in what manner the Lord had been glorified by his latest
experience. Often it is thus with ourselves. But where we
cannot trace the Lord’s providences and see the outcome we
have all the better opportunity for experiencing the faith which
can firmly trust him, come what may. The castle Commandant
was evidently learning that his prisoner was no common char-
acter, one who was calm and alert, dignified and humble and
self-possessed, while his opponents were the reverse of all these,
thus evidencing to the unprejudiced mind that the Apostle was
probably in *he right of the controversy. This change in his
attitude towards St. Paul was manifested by his kindly treat-
ment of the latter’s nephew, who had heard that forty professed
religionists, forgetful of the divine law, “Love thy neighbor as
thyself,” had bound themselves to each other by an oath that
they would neither eat nor drink until they had killed St. Paul,
a man who had done them no harm, but who, on the contrary,
had merely endeavored as wisely as possible to do them good.
At the instance of his mother, St. Paul’s sister, the lad had
gained access to the castle and explained the plot to his uncle,
who sent him to Lysias, the Commandant. The latter took the
boy by the hand to a private place, heard his story and dismissed
him, telling him to keep the matter quiet. He perceived that
he was in conflict with at least one-half of the influential of
Jewry, and that his wisest course would be to put his prisoner
under the protection of the governor, Felix, at Cwmsarea. Ac-
cordingly that very night at 9 o’clock two hundred infantry, two
hundred spearmen and seventy cavalry took the Apostle to new
quarters, where as an ambassador in bonds he would have fresh
opportunity for representing his great Master.

Lessons for us are God’s providential care, and how this
operates towards his faithful ones, such as the Apostle and all
who have “made a covenant with him by sacrifice.” The inci-
dent shows how God prefers to use natural means rather than
supernatural agencies, and how all should be on the alert to
serve the Lord’s cause at any moment and every moment. God’s
purposes will be accomplished, but happy is the man or woman
or boy or girl accounted worthy of the privilege of any service
to the Lord or to the least of his disciples. Let us, then, be
continually on the lookout, in an inquiring attitude of mind,
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desirous of knowing the mind of the Lord in every matter. As
for the Apostle, he doubtless learned a lessof which we all may
profitably consider; namely, that while having full confidence
in the divine will, it is ours to reasonably and properly protect
our own lives and interests, as well as those of others,
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The Golden Text is very impressive in connection with this
lesson. Whether they and others recognize the fact or not, those
who have the Lord for their refuge and fortress have a super-
human care and protection.

ITINERARY FOR TOUR THROUGH MARITIME PROVINCES

Lv. New York, N. Y., Wednesday, October 6...........

Arr. Boston, Mass,, Thursday, “ T......

Lv. Boston, Mass., Thursday, “ Y (ST
Arr. Yarmouth, N. S, Friday, “ 8.t
Lv. Yarmouth, N. 8., Saturday, “ 9....... ..
Arr. Berwick, N. 8. Saturday, “ ¢ S
Lv. Berwick, N. S,, Sunday, “ 10 ... ..
Arr. Kentville, N. S, Sunday, “O10 . L
Lv. Xentville, N. S,, Monday, I B DR
Arr. Halifax, N. S,, Monday, IR § D
Lv. Halifax, N. 8., Monday, A 1 AP
Arr. Sydney, C. B. 1., Tuesday, “ 12l
Lv. Sydney, C. B. L, Tuesday, “ 120 L.
Arr. Truro, N. S, Wednesday, “13..... e
Lv. Truro, N, S,, Wednesday, “13...... e
Arr. Charlottetown, P. E. 1.,Thursday, ‘14,
Lv. Charlottetown, P. E. 1., Friday, “ 15 L.l
Arr. Somerside, P. E. 1., Friday, “ 15
Lv. Somerside. P. E. I, Friday, “15. Ll
Arr. Point du Chene, N. B., Friday, “O1h Ll
Lv. Point du Chene, N. B. Friday, “ 15

Arr. Moncton, N. B., Friday, “ 15

Lv. Monecton, N. B, Friday, “ 15 ...
Arr. St. John, N. B., Friday, “15.... ...

Lv. St. John, N. B, Saturday, “O18 Ll
Arr. Boston, Mass., Saturday, “ 16......

(N.Y,NH. & H) ...t i e 12:00 night
(NY,NHSH)................ ot ... 6:57 a. m.
(Dom. At. 8. S Line).. ...... ... ...t 2:00 p. m.
(Dom. At. S. 8. Line) .............coiiien.. 7:00 a. m.
(Dom. AtR.R.)............... ve eeie aee. 9:40 2. m.
(Dom. At R.R.) ... i 1:50 p. m.
(Drive) .....viuiiriniiiii i e about 8:00 a. m.
(Drive) ....... i about 10:00 a. m.
(DALR.&S. L)oot o i 6:00 a. m.
(DA R &S. L)oo e o 9:06 a. m,
(Intercol. R. R.) .. cch i 5:00 p. m.
(Intercol. R.R.) ... ............. e 5:30 p. m.
(Intercol. R. R.) ... ....... ceee e wv. .. 11:30 p.om.
(Intercol. R.R.) .. ... oot 5:356 p. m.
(Via Point du Chene)........... ..... 11:40 a. m.
(P.ELRR) ..o 7:45 a. m.
(P.ELRR)......... ...... 9:50 a. m,
S o o2 T P

(Ferry) . oovvvennennn.. e e e

(Intercol,. R.R.) .. .....oov LiilL, 1:10 p. m.
(Intercol. R. R.)....... e e e 2:00 p. m.
(Intercol. R. R.) ...... ... ..., 2:10 p. m.
(Intercol. R. R.) ... .o 5:20 p. m.
(Intercol. R.R.) ... . ... . .. ... ..... 5:35 p. m.
(Maine Cent. R. R.) O, 6:25 a. m.
(Maine Cent. R. R.) . ............0 oot 9:00 p. m.

“OFFENDED BECAUSE OF ME”

“Then said Jesus unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night; for it is written, I will smite the Shepherd,
and the sheep of the .flock shall be scattered abroad.”—Matt. 26:31.

We are not to understand this Scripture to teach that God
directly smote the Shepherd, but rather that he permitted the
adversary to smite him. As our Lord said, “The Son of Man
indeed goeth, as it is written of him, but woe unto that man by
whom he is betrayed.” Judas was a free moral agent, and only
by entertaining evil thoughts respecting the Master did his
heart get more and more out of the way until the last barrier
of his will surrendered, and then “Satan entered into him” in
the sense of having full control of a willing tool.

Little is told us of Judas, except that at heart he was selfish
and mercenary. Doubtless he became a follower of Christ with
more or less of sincere motives. He saw the miracles; he knew
of their genuineness. He was one of the twelve whom Jesus
sent forth endued with power to heal disease, to cast out devils,
etc. He knew there was no fake connected with it, but that
the power of God through Jesus had for a time exercised itself
through himself and the other Apostles miraculously. But ap-
parently his heart was less attracted by our Lord’s purity of
life and holiness of teaching and self denials, and more attracted
by the glorious prospects which Jesus held forth in the promises
that those who followed him in his time of trial and rejection
of men should ultimately sit with him on his throne, ruling and
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Judas allowed the natural selfishness of his nature to spe-
cially covet the honors and glories promised, rather than to ap-
preciate the principles of righteousness and truth illustrated
in our Lord’s life and teachings. Note the difference in the
sentiment expressed by James and John. While not forgetting
the honors promised, their especial thought was love for the
Lord and a desire to be near him and to be associated in the
glorious work of the Kingdom, in the uplifting of Israel and
all the nations. The loving disciple who leaned on Jesus’ breast
at the Memorial Supper evidently thought less of the glories of
the kingdom than of the nearness to the Master when making
the request that he and his brother might sit on the throne of
the Lord, the one on his right hand and the other on his left.

The selfish propensities are generally larger in proportion
than the nobler ones in all mankind, and consequently under
present conditions they are likely to be the more active ones
in all of us. Hence our need continually of setting our affec-
tions on the higher things, the nobler things, and to this end
the necessity of having before our minds continually the glori-
ous character of our Lord and our heavenly Father—their jus-
tice, their love and mercy—that we may be copies of God’s dear
Son, and like unto our Father which is in heaven. Judas failed
to develop such noble qualities, and, instead, cultivated the baser
qualities in connection with his calling to discipleship. He

thought of the throne and the honors attached thereto until
everything else seemed of little advantage.

This being so, he was critical of the Master, and fault-find-
ing. From his standpoint, Jesus was carrying on the cam-
paign for the throne in an improper manner; he should have
been more worldly-wise; he should have done this, and should
not have done that. Instead of reproving the Pharisees he
should have cajoled them, or at least have said nothing against
them. Instead of criticising the multitude that desired to make
him a king, and withdrawing himself from them, to meet Judas’
conception of wisdom he should have spoken sympathetically to
them and made capital out of the occasion. Instead of speak-
ing to the multitude in parables and dark sayings, he should
have come down to their comprehension and explained to them
about his kingdom, and how he intended to establish it.

Judas could see no sense, we may be sure, in our Lord’s dark
saying, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, ye have no life in you.” After that saying many of
his followers remarked, “This is a hard saying, who can believe
it?” and walked no more with him. Surely Judas must have
been offended on that occasion. From his standpoint Jesus was
balking all of his prospects, and the hopes of the kingdom were
going glimmering more and more every day. The Lord was
becoming more pessimistic, and instead of talking about the
kingdom and the throne was telling how the Jews would shortly
take him and crucify him.

Judas began to feel that if he had been deceived in this mat-
ter, and was not to sit upon the throne as at first expected, he
had bhest be “feathering his nest” financially in advance, so that
however matters might go with the Master and the others. he
would not have made such a failure as they. With this in
view, doubtless he had sought to be the treasurer of the little
band, and had appropriated to his own profitable uses whatever
surplus was from time to time contributed. The basis for this
assumption is found in connection with the story of the anoint-
ing of Jesus at Bethany, when Mary produced a very costly per-
fume and therewith anointed our Lord. It was Judas who mur-
mured at this waste, and remarked how much good might have
been done with this money in providing for the poor. Not that
he cared especially for the poor, but that he was a thief and
carried the treasurer’s bag for the disciples, and appropriated
to himself from what was put therein.—John 12:6.

GAIN INSTEAD OF GODLINESS

This selfish spirit not only led him to rob the Lord and his
fellow-disciples, but eventually led him to think of how he
could obtain money from the priests for the betrayal of the
Master. And of course there must have been some reasonable
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philosophy in his mind in connection with the matter, and not
merely a cold-blooded deal to put Jesus to death—not merely
cold-blooded murder. When selfishness has control of the heart
it works all manner of deceitfulness to the mind as respects
motives, intentions, ete. And this is true whether the ambition
be for money or for name and fame. Doubtless Judas reasoned
that he could make the money out of the transaction without
working any injury to the Lord. Jesus could again, as on pre-
vious occaslons, “pass through their midst” without any dar-
ing to touch him. Perhaps Judas reasoned further that his
course would awaken the Master and bring matters respecting
the kingdom to a head, one way or the other; that Jesus, find-
ing himself in the hands of his enemies, would cither assert his
great power and assume his kingly authority, or else his weak-
ness and fraudulent claims by which he had decerved his dis-
ciples and others would be exposed.

By such subtle reasonings and deceptions the Adversary
was able to lead the disloyal mind, the selfishly ambitious heart,
into wrong paths. As we realize this, and how the same adver-
sary still operates along similar lines, we may well fear to
come in any degree under his power or misguiding influence.
Not many of us would dare to find fault with the Lord and his
methods directly, but we could still do so indirectly. He who
then supervised the affairs of himself and his disciples on earth,
now supervises the same from his glorious heavenly station.
While fault cannot be found with the words of Jesus directly,
fault can still be found with his message through those whom
he uses as his mouthpieces. And while the Master himself can-
not be betrayed to his enemies, for pieces of silver or other
earthly advantages, or in satisfaction of other earthly ambi-
tions, *“his brethren’ can thus be dealt with.

We have the Master’s word, that whatsoever injury shall be
done in word or in deed to one of the least of his little ones, it
is the same in his estimation as though it were done to himself;
and it were hetter for that man that a millstone were hanged
about his neck and that he had heen cast into the depths of the
sea; better because in that event there would have been a future
prospect for him during the Millennial kingdom, whereas, hav-
ing been once enlightened, having once tasted the heavenly gift,
having once been under the influence of the holy Spirit, and then
to completely fall away, there would remain no more for him
an interest or share in the heavenly gift—in the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus. Having received his share of it, he
misused it. and can have no further interest in it.

Judas was thus made acquainted with the heavenly gift and
the powers of the age to come, not by direet reception of the
same as experienced at DPentecost, but by the indirect blessing
which came upon the twelve through our Lord’s special impar-
tation to them of the power of the holy Spirit, by which they
were enabled to work miracles in his name.

‘‘THE SHEEP SHALL BE SCATTERED’’

We must never lose sight of the fact that the harvest of the
Jewish age was completely under divine supervision and con-
trol. The Lord willed that severe testings should come to the
sheep through the Master whom they loved and revered. Those
testings were necessary. ‘“Through much tribulation shall ye
enter the kingdom.” The way to glory must be the way of the
cross—a narrow way—and there must be something permitted
which would serve to make the way narrow; hence the permis-
sion of evil, the permission of a measure of liberty to Satan, and
the permission of a measure of liberty to ambitious men.

It is not for us to become bitter toward Satan or any of those
who develop an ambitious and injurious spirit similar to his.
In so doing we would be cultivating in ourselves that which
would be injurious to ns. On the contrary, all the opposition
of Satan and those who have his characteristics should exercise
upon us an opposite spirit. We should pity them, while detest-
ing their methods. We should be ready to do good to them,
while loathing their course. We are not to render evil speak-
ing for evil speaking, nor insinuation for insinuation, nor anger
for anger, nor malice for malice. nor hatred for hatred.

On the contrary, as the Apostle suggests, even Michael,
though higher in power, durst not bring against Satan a railing
acecusation, but merely said. The Lord rebuke thee! So it should
be with us: Instead of attempting to take vengeance upon our
adversaries, we should commit our way and theirs to the Lord’s
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keeping, and trust that in due time he will rebuke the Adver-
sary and all who have his spirit and follow his course. He will
know how to make proper allowances for head and heart. He

it is who has said, “Vengeance is mine, I will recompense, saith
the Lord.”

‘‘OFFENDED BECAUSE OF ME®’’

So far as our Lord’s personality was concerned, we may be
sure there was no cause of offense in him; he did nobody harm,
but did everybody good. It was his doctrines that offended
the people, and not his personality; nevertheless, their resent-
ment was against his personality rather than against his doc-
trines, which were too strong for them to attack.

On one occasion we remember when they took up stomes to
stone him, Jesus expostulated with them, saying, I have done a
good work and ye all marvel. Why, then, are you about to
stone me? They answered that it was not for anything per-
sonal, but because of his doctrine. The adversary deluded them,
and made the words of him who spake as never man spake to
appear false and God-dishonoring, whereas they were very true.

Our Lord said, “Marvel not if the world hate you; ye know
that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world,
the world would love its own. But now ye are not of the world,
because I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you.” This implies that in proportion as we follow
closely in the Master’s footsteps our experiences will be pro-
portionately similar to his. We shall be hated, not because of
evil deeds in others, but because whoever is out of harmony
with those who speak the truth, and verily think that they do
God a service in opposing them.

Notice also that the world that will hate you is not the
heathen world, not the Gentile world, but the worldly who pose
as God’s people, This was so with Jesus. He preached, not to
the Gentiles, but to the holy nation of the Jews, God’s conse-
crated people. And those who hated him and delivered him
unto death were of his own nation, and even Judas of his own
disciples. So we also should expect, in harmony with our
Lord’s words, that the worldly who will hate us will be the
worldly-spirited ones, adversaries prominent in the church. and
some of them, perhaps, close to us as fellow-disciples.

Seeing these things in advance, heing thus fore-warned, shall
we not be fore-armed, so that none of these experiences may
move us from our constancy and faithfulness? Let us remem-
ber the apostles of old, and how the smiting of the Shepherd
affected them, and scattered them, and confused them, so that
of the two who followed him at all one in terror denied him
with cursing, while the other, the loving disciple, viewed the
Master sympathetically, but afar off.

Our Lord had forewarned them, and had instructed them
how they might have been better prepared for this trial, but they
had not heeded his words, “Watch and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation.” Hence in the moment of temptation they were
overwhelmed, scattered. The lesson to us is that we should
watch and pray, and by faith draw very near to the Master,
and be full of confidence in the divine plan, and remember the
assurance that all things are working together for good to them
that love the Lord, to them that are called according to his
purpose.

Watching and praying will cultivate confidence and faith in
God, and preserve us from the trepidation and fear and stum-
bling which will surely upset many others; because from this
standpoint of faith we shall know how to apply in our own
time and under our own circumstances our Lord’s words to
Pilate, “Thou couldst have no power at all over me except it
were permitted of my Father.” God is still at the helm, and is
still working all things according to the conusel of his own will.
It is for us to come close to the Lord and to wait for the devel-
opment of his plan with absolute confidence and fearlessness—
except in the sense that we should fear to leave undone anything
directed in his Word.

Thus our Lord feared in Gethsemane, and in due time re-
ceived divine assurance and the strengthening of his heart, and
the calm rest and peace which properly accompanied that as-
surance. So it will be with us “after that we have suffered
awhile” and our faith has been properly tested, the Lord will
give us succor and “grace to help in every time of need.”

A REPLY TO BROTHER McPHAIL'S TRACT

Diar BroTHER RUSSFLL:—Grace and peace he multiplied
unto you in these trying times, is my prayer. Thinking that a
few words from one who has been long in the way and a close
student of your presentation of the Gospel truths, and from
one who has been with you in spirit through all your severe and
fiery trials and labor of love for these many years since before
the first volume of DAWN was published, might be cheering and

have a tendency to strengthen the prophet’s hands, I will send
you a few lines.

Little did I realize or know in what way or through what
instrumentality the adversary was going to make his attack,
and when I had shaken hands with you the second time at
Put-in-Bay, and had looked into your smiling but care-worn
face, in an instant I felt the extent of the trials through which
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you had passed, how you had taken joyfully the spoiling of
your goods; how you had suffered the loss of all things that the
world counts gain, and yet I could see that you were among
those of the Lord’s rich ones, rich in faith, having Godliness
with contentment, which the Apostle says is gregt gain. As I
realized all this, I also felt that the battle for truth was not
all over, but that there was more to follow. 1 said to you:
“God bless you, Brother Russell; God bless you; the enemy is
coming in like a flood.” Do you call to mind how soon after
that convention the enemy began to show his colors in the ranks
of the Lord’s consecrated? But, praise his name, the Lord has
fulfilled his Word. He has lifted up a standard against the
assaults of the adversary and the Lord has still a remnant of
his faithful color-bearers, who have been tried in the fire, vet-
erans and victors in many a hard-fought battle, who are well
equipped and prepared for the conflict against all the opposers
of truth and righteousness that the prince of darkness can
muster. Loyal Soldiers of the Cross, having on the whole armor
of God, well clothed and well fed, strong in the Lord and in
the power of his might, following in the footsteps of the Captain
of our Salvation! We can do all things, endure all things,
through Christ who strengthens us, even to running through
a troop or leaping over a wall. They have learned the music
and know the Gospel’s joyful sound. and keep step to the notes.

I am sending you herewith a copy of the letter I wrote to
Brother McPhail. It explains my attitude toward this new
departure and snare of the adversary. No doubt the Lord of
the harvest has permitted this delusion for wise purposes; but
as I remarked in a testimony meeting lately at the Saginaw
convention, when the testimonies seemed to be drifting too much
on the line of Brother Russell’s trials and burdens, they need
not borrow so much trouble about Brother R., for he is in the
Lord’s hands; and as long as he is faithful to his stewardship,
the Lord will take care of him and he will have a good time
fighting the good fight of faith for the joy that is set hefore
him, in spite of all the opposing forces of Satan. We esteem
Brother Russell very highly for his work’s sake and labor of
love for the members of Christ’s body and should bear him con-
tinually to the throme of grace in the arms of faith, that the
Lord may continue to guide him by the spirit of wisdom and a
sound mind in the dispensing of the meat, from the storehouse
of divine truth, to the household through the various instru-
mentalities that the Lord is using. Hold up the prophet’s hands
in any way you can. Having done this, cast all your care upon
the Lord, knowing that he doeth all things well. Leave it there
and stop worrying about Brother R. “Let not your heart be
troubled.” saith the Master. “Martha, Martha, thou art eareful
(i. e., worried) and troubled about many things.”

Now, dear Brother, just one or two things more to which I
wish to call your attention. Is there not a parallelism between
the stumbling of some of the Lord’s disciples mentioned in John
6:52-68 and the stumbling now taking place? In the 53rd
verse our Lord says, “Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink his blood ye have no life in you.” Does not this
apply to the sufferings of Christ even unto death, the sacrificial
cup, members of Christ’s body? Are they not the only ones
that have any life in them? Is not this strong meat? Those
disciples who fell away said, “This is a hard saying, who can
hear it?” Is it not so in the cloging time of this harvest?
Are not some who have been following along and who were co-
laborers, now stumbling at the Word, being disobedient and de-
claring by word of mouth and printed page that the suffering
of the church as a sin-offering gy the High Priest of our pro-
fession is a hard saying and will have none of it?

Now, lest I weary you or take too much of your time, I will
close. I am getting old and nervous and have to write with
pencil and have my letter copied. And now, Dear Brother, if
you never receive another line from me while I tarry this side
of the vail, rest assured that I shall remember you continually
at the throne of Grace that the keeping power may be with you
to the end of your pilgrim journey; and at last, when your last
battle shall have been fought and the last victory won and your
crowning day shall be ushered in, may you hear the welcome
voice saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou
into the joy of thy Lord.” Pray for me that I may, by God’s
grace, meet youn there,

Faithfully yours in the One Hope and service,
ByroN WILCOX.
DeAr BrorHER McPHATIL:—

I received your booklet on the covenants and mediator. I
have read and re-read it prayerfully and carefully, and must
gay I disagree with you entirely on the points of the doctrines as
set forth by you and the other brethren who hold the same (I
believe} unscriptural views.

T <hall only point out to you briefly and to the point a few
of the unscriptural statements and try, with the Lord’s help,
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to call your attention to some strange and inconsistent things
that you and Brother Henninges have done, in the hope that
you may see the error and make your escape from the snare of
the adversary; for I still recognize you as a brother, and love
you dearly and continue to pray for you.

You are the first “pilgrim” brother I ever met; I think
about eighteen years ago. At that time you were the only trav-
eling pilgrim. I have met you many times since and have been
greatly blessed through your ministry of the truth. Now, dear
Brother, at the time I first met you the TABERNACLE SHADOWS
had been published, explaining the types, etc. You and Brother
Henninges were familiar with and well posted on the TABER-
NACLE SHADOWS as explained by Brother Russell; and as far
as I can judge, you continued to preach in harmony with those
views as set forth in that booklet for eighteen years. Then, sud-
denly, just in the closing time of the harvest, you get your eyes
opened to see the whole teachings in regard to the Lord’s goat,
the scape-goat, the red heifer, and almost everything in the
TABERNACLE SHADOWS as set forth by Brother Russell, as a
myth, an error. Is it not strange that the Lord did not reveal
this to you brethren sooner? And now you claim that Brother
Russell is the one that has changed his teachings. He is. and
has always been teaching in perfeet harmony with the views as
set forth in the TABERNACLE SHADOWS. I shall not now go into
details in reference to some of your citations and misapplica-
tions of WarcH Towrr and Dawns. It seems sufficient to see
that you repudiate almost all the Gospel truths you had held
and publicly taught for eighteen years. This of itself is suffi-
cient to cast suspicion on your whole presentation.

On page 38 of your Booklet you ask, if these sinners, ene-
mies, ete., could become saints and members of the church, joint-
heirs with Jesus Christ without a mediator, why cannot the
world in the Millennial age attain to human perfection without
a mediator. A seemingly foolish question for a Bible student to
ask, and very easily answered from the Scriptural standpoint,
because it is not in harmony with God’s eternal plan and pur-
pose. Again, you ask, if any member of this sinful race can
be accepted by God without a mediator, why is a mediator
needed at all? Let me ask you, dear Brother, if Abel had a
mediator, How about the rloud of Old Testament worthies men-
tioned in Hebrews 11?7 Were they under the New Covenant?
Were they justified by virtue of a covenant then in operation?
Did they have a mediator? No! Will they come forth in the
resurrection of the just to perfect human life? Certainly.
They were justified by faith and fought it out ou the faith line
and came off victors. Their faith, from God’s standpoint,
pointed forward to the Ransom. They were justified by faith;
and by obedience to that faith they will come forth perfect hu-
man beings to be used of God in bringing the blessings of the
New Covenant when in operation to the world, under the rule
of the Mediator—the church, Head and body.

Now, how about the houselold of faith at the present time?
How are we justified and to what kind of life are we justified?
Therefore, being justified by virtue of the New Covenant and
the mediator of the New Covenant. Oh, no, Paul? That is not
what you say. We are getting the thing all mixed up. Some-
one else says that! “Therefore, being justified by faith, we
have peace, etc.” Oh! I see; we are justified the same today
as Abraham was—by faith; no mediator there; no covenant
there! To what life are we justified? Human life, perfect hu-
man life, purchased by the Ransom. Have we this when we
are justified? Noj it is only reckoned to us. Are we going to
be perfect human beings like those old-time worthies in the res-
urrection? No; that is not God’s purpose with us. He has
“provided some better thing for us.” We are justified for a pur-
pose; to be used on a higher plane of being in the age to come.
We do with our humanity what our Forerunner, the High Priest
of our profession, did with his—give it up as a sacrifice, through
his merit, acceptable to God. Now, from that time, the tiwe
of consecration, we are under a covenant, and not before.

What covenant are we under? I answer, The same as our
Forerunner. What covenant was he under? A covenant of sac-
rifice. For three and one-half years he was under that cove-
nant, until he cried on the cross, “It is finished.” He was be-
gotten in the Abrahamic Covenant at hig baptism. In his Res-
urrection, he was born from the same covenant, and became the
Head of the Seed typified by Isaac. So, the church, which is
his body, are under a covenant, a covenant to sacrifice, reckoned
in with the Head as members of his body, through his merit
and offering acceptable to God. All justification is based upon
the Ransom given at Calvary. Now, we can see why or in what
sense, the church are members of his sacrificial body, and are
being “baptized for the dead,” joint-sacrifices, sharing his suf-
ferings, joint-heirs; “Gather my saints together unto me, them
that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”  (Psalm
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50:5)
enant.

Now we can see the force and harmony of these Scriptures.
“Planted together in the likeness of his death,” “drinking of his
cup,” “counted as sheep for the slaughter”; “baptized for the
dead.” The man Christ Jesus was the first sheep slaughtered,
the Lamb of God, who bore our sins—the sins of the sheep for
the slaughter, and also, the sins of the whole world. But God’s
great plan purposed other sheep for sacrifice, through the merit
of the one who ransomed all. This Lamb of God was in God’s
eternal purpose slain from the foundation of the world; so his
followers, who are crucified with him, were sheep for the slaugh-
ter, chosen in him before the foundation of the world. (Eph.
1:4) All this is clearly taught in the TABERNACLE SHADOWS.
But from your viewpoint these Scripture teachings are mean-
ingless. There is no place for them in the teachings of yourself
and Brother Henninges.

Your explanation on Page 10, “What is meant by being
under a covenant?” I believe is correct. Now, is the church
under more than one covenant? I think that your answer would
be negative. If so, the church is not under the New Covenant,
for it is clearly stated in the Scriptures, that the Lord’s saints
are under a covenant of sacrifice, as I have already cited. You
failed to explain anything in regard to the church’s Advocate.
Does the church have a mediator and an advocate both? If so,
for what reason?

Again, on page 15, your thoughts are set forth in regard to
Abraham, and, of course, you would be obliged to include other
Old Testament worthies who had no mediator, and because they
had none, if we hold the view that the church has none, etc.,
then because Abraham and others, Abel, Enoch, etc., had no

“A covenant with ME,” with HIM—a fellowship cov-
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High Priest, then, of course, the church has none; and the
church has no Head because they had none; and so on. This is
very unsound reasoning. Were those old worthies offering their
justified humanity as a sacrifice to God acceptable to Gnd
through the merit and ransom finished at Calvary? If not,
your conclusions fall flat with no foundation to stand on.

Again, on page 25, you refer to Hebrews 12:22, 25. You say
that instead of taking the Apostle at his word and believing
what he says that “Ye are come,” we are asked to believe that
it means, “Ye are coming.” Now let us see how your reasoning
and conclusions look in viewing some other passage of Scripture
given by the same Apostle: ‘If ye then be risen with Christ,
ete.” (Col. 3:1) According to your view, Paul made a mis-
take, for we are not risen with Christ as yet, except by faith,
and shall not be until we pass beyond the vail into the anti-
typical Sarah’s tent. So, in regard to the Scriptures you refer
to and the conditions and things spoken of, we have come by
faith to that glorious epoch or condition referred to, but it is
still in the future. We behold it in faith and by faith we bring
it nigh. You remember Abraham saw the same; he saw it and
was glad. Now, dear Brother, there is much more I might say,
but will not at this time.

Hoping and praying that you may see light in God’s light
on these important doctrines, I exhort you in the words of Paul
to Timothy, “Take heed to thyself (keep the big Scotchman
under), and to the doctrine, continue in them and by so doing
thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee.” I shall
be pleased to hear from you at any time.

Faithfully your Brother in the One Hope as long as I can
gee you are on the ransom.

ByroN WiLcoOX.

THE TRUTH IN ASIA MINOR

Berovep BroTirer 1N OUR BLesseD Kine:—I consider it my
Christian duty to make known to you and to all who elsewhere
love our Savior in truth, that I heard about you and your love
for the Lord and for his work, through your books, which we
have had in our language, the Greek, now for two and a half
years. T am sending you this letter because I believe that you
will rejoice with me.

In the month of March, last year, I received from one of the
Lord’s children, who lives in Crete, some books and tracts of the
MILLENNIAL DAWN. By reading I found in them the truth, for
which I was hungry and thirsty. So I accept it because it is
the true Gospel of Jesus.

When the preacher of the Protestant church, of which I was
a member, heard that I had accepted these truths and that I
had written to have more books forwarded for the purpose of
distribution, he explained before the church that tEese books
are not Christian, and that I must neither read them nor give
them to others. T replied that the Word of God says, “Prove
all things and hold fast that which is good.” (1 Thess. 5:21)
Whereupon they persecuted me, for I had become an “heretic”;
and about two wceks after that time they put me into prison
on the charge that I was writing objectionable letters and pass-
ing them into the American College for Girls. Then the court
of Smyrna sent me as an exile to my native country, which is
in Epiros, Turkey. I was in prison ten days; and after this
they sent me as an exile through Macedonia. In all these trib-
ulations I was very glad, because it was my blessed King’s will.
1 saw that there in Macedonia he had something to do through
me; and about three months were spent ministering according
to his will.

I want to let you know that about ten persons, who are
Armenian Christians, speaking the Turkish language, are ready
to buy some MILLENNIAL DAwWN literature. So this year I
shall try by the Lord’s help to print something of the Truth in
the Turkish language for them. All those who accept the
DAwN truths here in Smyrna are about thirty persons, but every
day I meet those who are hungering for the Truth as it is in
Christ.

I am a Greek, my age is 25, my native country is the “Con-
itza,” Epiros, Turkey. I have been living here in Smyrna for
seven years, and I speak about six languages—Greek, English,
Turkish, Albanian, and a little Hebrew and French.

My love to all the friends,
G. M.—Smyrna.
OUR REPLY
DeAR BROTHER M, :—

I am glad to have your letter of the 7th of June and to note
therefrom that you are not only at liberty, but back in your
own land and actively engaged again in the proclaiming of the
glad tidings. It rejoices me to learn that so many as thirty of
the Asiatic Turks have received the good tidings. Give them
my greetings, please. We have a pamphlet on the subject of
Hell in the Syrian language; order if you can use any of these.
Although we have none too much money for the demands, we
feel led of the Lord to render you some assistance for the work
you are engaged in. Please use it as wisely and carefully and
as much to the Lord’s glory as possible and please also let us
have a report respecting its expenditure. Enclosed find draft.

Yours in the love and service of our dear Redeemer,
C. T. RussELL.

SOME INTERESTING LETTERS

Drar BroTHER RUSSKLL:—

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Now, dear Brother, T come to you through letter with a heart
full of repentance, after having been before the Lord, for having
in the past spoken evil and listened to evil concerning you, my
Brother. Now, dear Brother, I want first to ask your forgive-
ness for opposing the Truth you have so faithfully given out,
which as I now sec, was the true ‘“Meat in due season.”

The first thing that started me was listening to evil speak-
ing. Now I see it was disobeying God’s holy will, and going
against his Word. Secondly, I opposed the vow most bitterly,
which I now see is one of the most essential things of this Gospel
age; that is, at this time—“the time of the end.” Now, dear
Brother, as soon as I opposed the vow openly, it was, as I now
see, as though a dark glass or film came over the eyes of my
understanding, and I could not see the light. T began to dis-
agree on the covenants, the sin-offering, and also on the subject

of the mediator, and, in fact, I was going farther and farther
away, all because I did not listen to the Apostle’s injunction,
“Study to show thyself aPproved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be shamed.” I got lazy and did not study hard
enough. Oh, Brother, if I could only help the others, who are
in the condition that I was in, to see how essential it is to keep
on studying, and to keep in full harmony with the channel that
the dear Lord is using! With God’s help I am now doing my
best to show others what I have now got, and that it is the truth
which T unconsciously gave up for error. But thanks be to our
Heavenly Father, he has brought me to see the error of my ways,
by using a dear Brother to show me and prove to me from the
Scriptures that T was on the wrong course.

Now, dear Brother, I had been praying that T might see the
truth, and get to know if I was right or wrong. I prayed for
days, and the dear Lord has now given me back the truth.

1 took the vow and made it truly mine on the 29th of July,
and went straight to bed. I cannot tell how joyful and peace-

[4490]



	w_E_1909
	January 01

	January 15

	February 01

	February 15

	March 01

	March 15

	April 01

	April 15

	May 01

	May 15

	June 01

	June 15

	July 01

	July 15

	August 01

	August 15

	September 01

	September 15

	October 01

	October 15

	November 01

	November 15

	December 01

	December 15





