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house to which our Lord referred, quoting Isaiah’s prophecy
and assuring us that ultimately he will open the prison-doors
and bring forth the prisoners. Again he assures us that he
has the key to this prison, the ‘‘key of death and of hades’’—
the tomb. But men are never referred to as spirits; angels
are so referred to; they are spirit beings; man is not, he is
a human or earthly being. True, we sometimes speak of the
spirit of life, the power of life in man, but we do not speak
of it as a thing that could be preached to; it merely refers
to his vitality. Every spirit that can be preached to must
be a spirit being and must be alive and not dead, in order
to be able to receive the preaching.

‘With these points in mind it is very easy to see that the
Apostle was referring to our Lord’s preaching in a figurative
sense in much the same way that we are in the habit of saying,
‘¢ Actions speak louder than words.’’ Our Lord’s sermons
to the fallen angels, the spirits in prison, restrained from
liberty in the days of Noah, were along this line of aection, not
of words. When cast out by our Lord, some of these spirits
who had obsessed humanity cried out, ‘‘We know thee who
thou art!’’ They knew Jesus was the Logos, the Father’s
representative who had created them; they knew that he had
left the glory of the Father and humbled himself to take the
earthly nature instead; they knew that he had consecrated
his human life to death as a sin-offering for mankind. In all
this they beheld a wonderful lesson, yet we cannot suppose
that they any more than the apostles understood that our
Lord would be raised from the dead. When, however, he was
raised up by the Father’s power on the third day and they
beheld him again a spirit being of the highest order, it must
have been a matter of astonishment and wonderment to them.
It preached a lesson, namely, that obedience to God is profit-
able. It must have preached another lesson also, that God
who punishes evil doers is sure to bless and reward all those
who seek to do his will.

It was a sermon along still another line, namely: it taught
the love of God, his compassion toward sinners, and it gave
the fallen angels room to reflect that if God had such ecom-
passion upon the poor, fallen human race, he might ultimately
have as muech compassion upon them and grant them some
opportunity for escaping from the punishment which had come
upon them for their sins. Theirs, indeed, was a different
penalty from that upon man, but why might they not hope
that the same God who was rich in mercy upon Adam and his
race would have compassion also upon any of those who would
have the heart desire to come back into harmony with him.
It is our thought that this was a powerful sermon, and we
shall not be surprised to find by and by that as a result of this
sermon some of those fallen angels repented and did there-
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after strive to live in harmony with the Father, hoping that
some time divine mercy might be extended to them for their
release and their restoration to fellowship with the holy angels.
And this very hope is held out by the Apostle when he tells
us that the church shall judge not only the world of mankind
but shall also judge angels. This means a judgment or trial
time for the fallen angels, the holy angels needing no judging
or trial.
IT IS SOWN—IT IS RAISED

Before leaving this subject we call attention to the words
of the Apostle descriptive of the resurrection change of the
church. (1 Cor. 15:42, 43.) He says, ‘‘It is sown in weak-
ness, it is raised in power; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised
in glory; it is sown an animal body, it is raised a spiritual
body.’” And sinece the church’s resurrection is really a share
or part of Christ’s resurrection, the first resurrection, these
words must also describe our Lord’s resurrection. The ques-
tion we raise is, What is it that was sown and that was
raised? We answer that it was our Lord’s soul or being.
When he was thirty years of age he was simply the perfect
one, a man separate from sinners. Buf when he consecrated
himself at baptism and was begotten of the holy Spirit he
was then a new creature in embryo. It was our Lord the new
creature who was the heir of all things, the High Priest whose
privilege it was to sacrifice. He sacrificed his flesh, his earthly
nature, which he covenanted to the Lord at his baptism. He
finished the work of sacrificing at Calvary; for parts of three
days he was dead, but when the resurrection moment came
and the Father raised him up by his own power, he raised up
not the sacrificed flesh but the new creature, the ‘‘it’’ to
which the Apostle refers, the ‘‘it’’ which was sown, buried
in the flesh, in dishonor, with the wicked and the rich. It
was raised the third day to glory, honor and immortality, the
divine nature. In other words the new creature was perfected
by being given a new body. Thus seen all of the Lord’s
people, as was their Lord, are dual beings. They as new
creatures have a reckoned existence while their mortal bodies
are reckoned dead. By and by when the mortal flesh is actu-
ally dead the new creature will be perfected by being granted
a new body, a resurrection body. Let us remember the
Apostle’s words and apply them to ourselves, I do count all
things but loss and dross that I may win Christ . . . that
I may know him and the power of his resurrection [sharing
it]l, being made conformable to his death.—Phil. 3:8-10.
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About noon (April 16th) we reached Leicester and were
warmly welcomed by about eighteen dear brothers and sisters,
whose greetings were most hearty and were expressed by the
radiant faces and grasp of the hand. Brother and Sister All-
sop most cordially entertained us. The afternoon discourse
to the interested was held in their usual hall, about 100 being
present, including about 50 visiting brethren. Three years
ago there were no meetings here and only about three in-
terested in present truth. The evening meeting was held in
Temperance Hall and, considering it was the night before a
holiday, was well attended, about 600 being present. The
audience was a remarkably intelligent one and gave close
attention to the ‘¢‘Overthrow of Satan’s Empire.’”’ Despite
our protests and the fact that our train for Glasgow left
at 2 a. m., about a dozen of the friends stayed with us and
accompanied us to the station. We thanked God for them as
we beheld their love and zeal, and prayed for them heavenly
compensations of spiritual rest and refreshment.

Glasgow, Scotland, was reached by 10 the next morning.
As we alighted we were surrounded by about forty dear
brothers and sisters—some of whom had been waiting there
for us for three hours—and, as they said, for three years;
for when leaving them in 1903, we had purposed returning in
1905. Some in greeting us remarked that the day was the
anniversary of the day of our Lord’s return from the dead.
We returned their hearty greetings and smiles and hand-

shakes to the best of our ability—inwardly commenting on
the effect of the truth and its spirit—so unlike anything else
in the world. Brother Edgar, M. D., claimed us as his guest,
and arriving at his home we were warmly welcomed by Sister
Edgar and others awaiting our arrival.

At 3 p. m. of April 17th

THE GLASGOW CONVENTION OPENED IN VICTORIA
CHAMBERS

We cannot undertake a report of it in the proper sense
of that word, but ean tell you briefly little more than your own
experiences at other conventions would tell you, viz., that it
was a season of refreshing long to be remembered. We had
nothing to do with the program and hence had nothing to do
with the apparent monopolizing of the convention’s time. We
merely submitted to the wishes of the dear friends and served
their desires to the extent of our ability.

The convention was opened by a brief address of welcome
by Brothers Edgar, Hemery and ourself, expressing the greet-
ings of the Glasgow church and of the Society to all in at-
tendance, with hopes for the Lord’s blessing upon the con-
vention. This was followed by an address by Brother Johnson
on ‘‘The Joy of the Lord.’”’ Next came a precious testimony
meeting, after which we had tea, and following this at 7.30
we spoke on ‘‘The Resurrection,”’’ noting the fact that the
day was the true anniversary of that great event. The dis
course was published as our Sunday topie, with some varia-
tions. We were most hospitably entertained by Brother John
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Edgar, M. D., and wife, and after a most refreshing sleep
we were ready for the second day of the Convention.

Saturday, April 18th, opened with a ¢‘Colporteur Meet-
ing’’ in the foremoon. We spoke for two hours to the col-
orteurs, sharpshooters and volunteers on the character,
importance and methods of the Harvest work. Incidentally
we assured them of our agreeable surprise that the British
work had so remarkably progressed during the five years since
our last visit; and that we foresaw still greater things in
their midst for some years to come. And here we assure youn
all that undoubtedly God has many loyal children in Britain
for whom the Harvest message will surely be ‘‘meat in due
season.’’ Their awakening time has come! The ‘‘New The-
ology,’’ Theosophy, Christian Science and Socialism are
awakening public thought along religious lines; and all this
must inure to their preparation for ‘‘The Old Theology”’
of the Bible, which we have for them.

In the afternoon we answered questions for an hour—
nearly all of which were quite to the point, the audience
showing keen appreciation of the truth. Dr, J. Edgar fol-
lowed us in a very helpful address on ‘¢Humility.”” Then
came tea, and after it our discourse on ‘‘Baptism,’’ closing
another interesting and, we trust, profitable day.

On Sunday forenoon, April 19th, the immersion service
busied the convention, while we visited some of the sick who
were unable to attend the meetings. Seventy-eight sym-
bolized their full consecration into Christ’s death. At 2 p. m.
Brother Hemery gave an address, said to be excellent, on the
subject, ‘‘I am the Vine, ye are the branches.’”’ We re-
gretted inability to attend because of necessary private ap-
pointments.

The evening service was at ‘‘St. Andrew’s Hall,’’ of a
reputed capacity of 4500. It was full to overflowing and
Brother Hemery addressed about 500 at the overflow meeting
on the same subject that we used at the larger service, namely,
‘‘The Return from Hell.”’ The occasion was an inspiring one.
The aundience was an extremely intelligent one, and gave
profound attention for about two hours. At the door free
literature was taken with avidity.

An hour later we were on the railway train bound for our
next appointment—Liverpool. Many of the dear friends had
posted themselves relative to our train and its time for de-
parture, for they gathered to the number of about 200 to bid
us farewell again, singing, ‘“God be with you till we meet
again’’ and ‘‘Tn the sweet by and by.’’ As the train pulled
out we waved our handkerchiefs to each other, while some
ran alongside to the full end of the platform. Our heart
was deeply touched and we thanked God for the tie that
binds his people to him and to each other.

The convention continued a day after our departure, and,
we learn, was profitable to the close. The attendance was
estimated at 800. Undoubtedly many others would have been
there had they not been preparing for our coming to their
cities or vicinity—attending to advertising, ete.

THE LIVERPOOL MEETINGS

Although our train reached Liverpool at the very incon-
venient hour of 4.40 a. m., before the electric cars were run-
ning, about 15 came to the depot on foot to meet us, rismg
even at 3 o’clock. Their hearty greetings we returned with
good appreciation, and with glowing hearts remembered the
Lord’s words, that all who became his diseiples in truth shall
have even in this life ‘‘an hrndred fold’’—houses, lands,
brethren, ete. Soon Brother Hay had us in a cab, en route
for his home and its comforts; and presently Sister Hay
received us and cared for our temporal interests most hos-
pitably.

After some personal visiting in the afternoon (April 20)
we addressed an appreciative audience of about 500 in a
Baptist chapel rented by our friends for the occasion, and
we were informed that nearly all of the congregation were
‘‘brethren’’ and ‘‘friends’’ of Liverpool and surrounding
cities. We were gratificd indeed, and praised God for the
increased numbers since our last visit, but also and specially
for the evidences we subsequently had of the growth in grace
and knowledge amongst the dear friends. The beginning of
the interest in present truth in Liverpool was with dear friends
connected with a ‘‘Mission,’’ and quite naturally the mission
methods for a time influenced them and led to ‘‘frothy’’
rather than ¢‘solid’’ methods of Christian fellowship and en-
deavor. We rejoiced with them in their zeal manifested on
the ocasion of our visit five years ago, and hoped and prayed
for their growth also in knowledge Now we rejoice that they
have grown in knowledge without having lost their zeal.

The evening session had been advertised and the attend-
ance was estimated at 650, who gave closest attention to our
topic, ‘‘The Overthrow of Satan’s Empire.’” An hour after
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the evening service we boarded the steamer en route for Bel-
fast, Ireland, and to our surprise about 150 of the dear friends
gathered on the pier to give us a farewell. They sang for us
several hymns as the boat delayed for a rail connection,—
¢“Blest be the tie that binds,’’ ‘‘God has promised a glorious
day,’’ ¢“All hail the power of Jesus’ name,’’ and ‘‘God be
with you.?’
THE BELFAST, IRELAND, MEETINGS

As the steamer reached Belfast next morning we caught
sight of five brethren on the dock. We recognized each other,
though we had never met before. Indeed not one of the
present Belfast church was in the Truth at the time of our
previous visit, five years ago. The greetings were warm, as
usual, and soon Brother McComb had us in a cab hurrying
us to his home, where we were warmly received by his wife,
Sister MecComb, and her mother—both beaming with joy, and
thinking, of course, not of us, whom they had never before
seen, but of the truth which bound all of our hearts to each
other and to the Lord.

Soon after breakfast a number of other friends joined us
in the McComb parlor and we had pleasant fellowship in the
truth-—cheering and comforting and building up one another
in the most holy faith. After dinner we had a meeting in
the little hall generally used by the friends. Our subject
was along lines of general helpfulness, suited as best we were
able to their needs. After about two hours we adjourned for
tea, and the entire twenty-four who were present thus spent the
interim of time until the evening meeting, which was advertised
for the publie.

A very intelligent audience of about 300 attended the
evening service and manifested a deep interest in our subject,
“‘The Overthrow of Satan’s Empire.’’ At the conclusion of
the service a man wished to oppose our presentation, and,
mounting a chair, began a harangue on the text, ‘‘The wicked
shall be turned into hell, together with all that forget God.’’
We asked him to sit down and we would answer his objec-
tion; and the audience insisted that he do so. We then briefly
showed that the wicked are such as sin wilfully after they
have knowledge to the contrary, and that those who ‘‘forget
God’’ could not include the heathen who had never known
God; that the word hell in this text is sheol in the Hebrew
and means the tomb; and that the Hebrew really says that
the classes described will be ‘‘returned to sheol’’—returned to
death;—implying their previous recovery and release from
it for the trial secured for them and for all through Jesus’
death. Then another mounted a chair and objected that the
church do not die because Jesus said, ‘‘He that believeth on
me hath everlasting life.’”” We reminded him that he should
quote the entire passage, namely, ‘‘And I will raise him up
at the last day.’”’ Briefly we pointed out that the life given
us now is ours by faith and promise and that the Word says,
¢¢This life is in his Son,’’ and ‘*When he who is our life shall
appear we also shall appear with him in glory.’’

After a good night’s rest we on the 22nd started for
Dublin, joined by Brother Hemery and five others. We ar-
rived after noon and ere long were with the brethren and
friends (about 40) in their usual meeting room. At their
request two hours were spent in answering their written ques-
tions on Bible topics. At the conclusion they expressed them-
selves as well pleased, and we proceeded to enjoy a social tea
which had already been prepared.

The evening meeting was for the public, and drew a re-
markably fine audience estimated at 1,000 or more. Before
the opening we received from Mr. O’Connor, secretary of the
Y. M. C. A, his card with a request thereon for an oppor-
tunity for questions. We announced the fact and promised to
entertain the questions after concluding the lecture on ‘¢The
Overthrow of Satan’s Empire.’’ Our address of an hour and
a half long was well received, and at its conclusion nearly
all of the audience remained to hear Mr. O’Connor’s ques-
tions and our replies.

Then came stirring times, for Mr. O’Connor had many
friends at the rear of the hall who loudly applauded when
he commented that the speaker had not used a Bible and had
not asked the audience to turn to his quotations. We replied
that surely we had quoted much more Scripture than we could
have read from the Bible in the same time, and that we had
given the intelligent audience credit for being familiar with
the Scriptures quoted, and that as for ourself we had our
Bible here—pointing to our forehead. The audience recog-
nized the faet that the criticism of Mr. O’Connor was a cap-
tious one, that the Scriptures had been quoted rapidly and
voluminously by us in the lecture, and the applause on our
behalf and in support of our reply was tumultuous, and
showed that we had the sympathy of about nine-tenths of the
audience.
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‘When the applause could be stilled we asked the Y. M. C. A,
secretary to please proceed with his questions. He did so by
asking whether the speaker believed in the deity of Christ.
We replied that we believed all that the Scriptures declare
on the subject and requested that since he had brought his
Bible he kindly put his query in Secriptural language. He
objected that we should answer his question as put. We
replied that words might be used with various values and
hence that we must insist that a Scriptural question should be
put in Seriptural language. The audience agreed with us in
deafening applause, and the secretary responded by asking,
¢‘Do you believe that ‘God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself’#’’ (2 Cor. 5:19.) We replied that we
do most heartily so believe. We then took the opportunity to
quote John 1:1, calling attention to the emphasis of the Greek
which distinguishes between the Father as ‘‘the God’’ and
the Son as ‘“a God’’ in this passage. We proceeded to show
that the Father had no beginning; that the Son was ‘‘the
beginning of the creation of God’’—*‘by whom all things were
made’’—angels and men. The secretary objected that our
publications do not so teach; but we assured him that he must
have misunderstood, for we had done our best to express in
them this very thought.

But when the secretary sat down a Mr. Allston arose
and attempted to quarrel with our translation, ‘‘a God’’ and
‘‘the God.’”’ He floundered considerably, and the audience,
getting tired of him, called on him to sit down and made such
disturbance that his voice was drowned for a time. When
next heard he claimed that we had misrepresented the creeds
in stating that they consigned nearly all mankind to eternal
torment. This gave us opportunity to rehearse briefly the
Catholic and Protestant views of mankind in death—that while
all agree that the saints who walk the ‘‘narrow way’’ go to
glory, the Catholics send nearly all others to Purgatory and
the Protestants more unreasonably consign nearly all to eternal
torment. This brought down the house with applause, as they
perceived the dishonesty of any denial of our claim on the
subject according to all the teachings they had ever received.

We announced here that doubtless the profit of the ques-
tion meeting had been attained and invoked the Lord’s bless-
ing. But at this juncture the ex-Governor of the Dublin prison
arose and called for a vote of thanks to the speaker of the
evening for his able handling of his subject. The audience
responded by an outburst of stamping, cheering and hand-
clapping which told that the truth had satisfied some heads
better than had the error. Our hope is that some hearts also
were touched and that some wheat in the garner may finally
result.

Another good night’s rest at Brother Stewart’s home,
some further fellowship with the friends and visiting of the
sick, and we took tram to the boat, accompanied by about a
dozen of the dear friends, who took leave of us on the boat
with warmest assurances of love and the presentation of a silk
umbrella, a souvenir of our visit to Ireland. We left the
Emerald Isle with prayers for the dear church of Dublin,
waving to them and they to us until lost to view,

Bradford was our next stop. We reached there at noon
(April 24) and were warmly received by quite a little crowd
of brethren, and soon were at the hospitable home of Brother
and Sister Hudson. In the afternoon we met about 100 dear
friends in a Methodist chapel hired for the day. About two-
thirds of the number came from nearby places, all wearing
what is known as the ‘‘MILLENNIAL DAWN smile’’ and other-
wise manifesting their joy in the Lord and his precious prom-
ises. We spoke to them for an hour and a half along the
line of practical living and our precious hopes, and then a free
tea was served in one of the ante-rooms.

By request the evening meeting was on the subject, ¢ Where
are the Dead?’’ An audience of about 500 gave closest atten-
tion and at the conclusion took with avidity the ‘‘HELn
Towers.’”” We are hoping that some of them had hearing
ears. A good night’s rest prepared us for our next appoint-
ment—at Birmingham. As we left Bradford a little company
on the railway platform bade us ‘‘God speed.’’

Birmingham was reached Saturday noon. We were greatly
surprised that the afternoon meeting, for the interested only,
was attended by about 115—fully one-half of whom came
from nearby cities and villages. We had a most delightful
season of fellowship and specially rejoiced with the Birming-
ham friends on their growth not only in numbers but also
in the spirit of the truth. A very dear brother whom the
Lord used to start the interest here became imbued with some
wrong notions to the effect that nothing could be done except
by himself, and that no more ‘‘wheat’’ could be found there.
He dominated the class and hindered its sphere of usefulness
until the Lord called him out of their way-—we trust to a share
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in the kingdom. Although the dear friends still reverence
his memory they perceive that the speedy increase in their
numbers and zeal and warmth since his death are blessings
in which they might have participated sooner had they been
less subservient, We rejoice in their present condition of
spiritual life—so in contrast with their condition when last we
visited them, respecting which we made no comments, knowing
that in DawN STUDIES, Vol. vI., they had our advice and the
Secriptures noted.

The evening meeting was a great success, especially con-
sidering that it was Saturday. About 300 gave us closest
attention on the topic, ‘‘Where are the Dead?’’ Imme-
diately on the conclusion we hastened to our train. On the
platform we bade goodbye and waved our handkerchief to dear
friends who saw us off.

It was past midnight when we reached Manchester and
were met by Brothers Glass and MacKenzie and taken in a
cab to Brother Glass’ home and supper. A good sleep re-
freshed us and prepared us to meet the Sunday morning gath-
ering of the interested, estimated at more than 300, but
including one-third from nearby points. They had an in-
teresting Testimony Meeting before our arrival, and all faces
were radiant when we were introduced and while we spoke
to them for half an hour. Next came dinner, then a visit to
a dear dying sister, at her special request, and then our
afternoon sermon on ‘‘Love the Principal Thing.’’ About
800 were present at this semi-public service. In the evening
the immense Hippodrome was crowded, extra chairs being
used. It is estimated that 3,300 were present and that about
500 were turned away—each with one of the HELL-TOWERS.
Best of all, the audience gave excellent attention—we cannot
think that better attention was ever given to our message—
not even in Allegheny.

Later, when we took our train for Edinburgh at 12:50
o’clock, we were surprised to find as many as thirty-eight on
the platform to bid us good-bye. They had for us a remem-
brance of Manchester—an Autograph Album, which contains
an inscribed address of welcome and thanks for the visit and
a wish for our return, and the addresses of the Manchester
class of Berean students of the Word. We accepted it with
deep appreciation of the love it represented. Our train de-
parted amid the singing of praise to God and the waving of
handkerchiefs, after all had filed past us and exchanged per-
sonal greetings. We departed weary, and full of sympathy for
the dear friends, who because of the lateness of the hour would
get no tram-car service. We could secure no sleeping-car ac-
commodations, but under the Lord’s blessing had some sleep,
and arrived at our destination at seven the next morning,

At Edinburgh, the beautiful, we were met at the depot by
Brother Robertson (and others), who took us in a cab to his
hospitable home for breakfast. Then came a two-hour talk
to the friends, numbering about 140-—our topic being ‘‘ A new
commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another as I
have loved you.’”’ Next came dinner, and then another two-
hour session attended by about 300, in which we replied to
questions touching order in the church and how the brethren
should deal one with another. Then came tea; and following
it the public session on the topie, ‘‘The Return from Hell.’”’
About 600 were present. Excellent attention was given and
we trust a good impression left. Two attempts were made to
interrupt, but we went along and the Lord delivered us from
any real disturbance. Then Brothers Watson and MacDonald
took us in a cab to a hot supper and to the railway depot,
where we bade good-bye to a very zealous band of about thirty-
five and got into a sleeping-car—shaking hands and waving
handkerchief to the singing crowd. God bless them!

Notwithstanding an all-day rain we had a splendid time
at Luton. About a dozen met us at the station with hearty
greetings, and Brother Moody had a cab in waiting, which
took us speedily to his home, where we met his dear family,
all of whom are in the truth, and were most hospitably enter-
tained. Numerous friends called during the forenoon to greet
us; and at the afternoon meeting in a hall we met all of the
Luton church and more than as many more from nearby points,
in all about 100, who gave close attention to our discourse on
¢‘Elect according to the foreknowledge of God, through sane-
tification of the spirit and the belief of the truth.”’ A free
‘‘Tea’’ was provided and greatly enjoyed by all.

Next in order came the Public Meeting, at eight p.m., the
attendance at which was estimated at 700-—excellent, surely,
for a week night and rainy weather. The audience was an
intelligent one, and gave close attention; we trust the future
will show that some were deeply interested and profited and
assisted in preparation for a share either in or under the king-
dom of God’s dear Son. A large crowd gathered at the rail-
way station and bade us good-bye! We reached London not
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long after midnight and were most comfortably entertained
by Brother Hemery and family.
MEETINGS IN LONDON

A good portion of Friday was spent in searching for a meet-
ing room convenient to our office and much larger than the one
now in use (overcrowded) in the Society’s depot, 24 Eversholt
street. We are bopeful of good results.

In the evening at Horticultural Hall about 900 were pres-
ent (about 700 of them strangers) to hear about ¢‘The Over-
throw of Satan’s Empire.’”” We had excellent attention, and
had assurance from several that they were interested, had seen
matters in a new light and would investigate further.

Thursday afternoon we met with the specially interested
to the number of about 350, and again in the evening ad-
dressed ahout 450, in the same room used on the occasion of
the Memorial—formerly a Wesleyan Chapel. The iuterest
evineed was excellent, as may be judged by the numbers and
by the fact that it was neither a Sunday nor a holiday, nor
were the meetings advertised to the public. Brethren were
present from surrounding places, however, some coming nearly
200 miles. At the close of the evening service we sang to-
gether, ‘“God be with you ’till we meet again’’; and then
the congregation filed past, shaking our hand and wishing us
and we them God’s blessing.

ILFORD’S CLOSING MEETING

The last discourse of the tour was at Ilford Town Hall—
to the public. About 1,000 were present—fifty standing; and
some, we learned, were turned away. We had a splendid hear-
ing on ‘‘The Overthrow of Satan’s Empire.’” One-third of the
audience were friends of the truth, Ilford being a suburb of
London adjacent to Forest Gate, where the majority of the
London congregation reside. We hope for good results. Be-
fore the evening meeting we had a pleasant social season and
tea with Brother Guard and family and with about forty
others. We parted from these dear friends with warm greet-
ings, and sang together, ‘‘God be with you.’’

Saturday noon we took the ‘‘boat-train’’ for Liverpool,
parting with about forty on the platform singing their good-
bye. Four accompanied us the 240 miles to see us off—two
from Liverpool who had attended the London meetings, one
from London who had been in the truth but two months and
who bought us some flowers, chiefly ‘¢forget-me-nots,’’ and
Brother Moody, of Luton, who accompanied us on much of the
tour. They saw us on to the steamer and, with others from
Liverpool and Manchester, about 85 in all, waited for two
hours until our boat started; then sang, ‘‘In the Sweet Bye
and Bye,’’ ‘“Crown Him Lord of All,”’ ¢‘Blest be the Tie
that Binds,”’ ‘‘God be with you,’’ ete.

Our heart goes out very warmly to the dear British friends,
and we feel sure that the 5,000 now interested there are but
the beginning of a great gathering. We expect the numbers
to double within the next few years. We told them of our
hopes and assured them that in America, Australia, Germany,
Switzerland, Norway and Sweden, Denmark, ete., the brethren
of the King were of the same spirit, that the loving zeal of
our British brethren is the most manifest of all. But the
Spirit of Christ is surely growing wonderfully in all who are
studying ‘‘present truth.’””’ May it abound more and more
in all of our hearts. Thus we shall be more and more ‘‘copies
of God’s dear Son,’’ our dear Redeemer.

ON THE SEA-—HOMEWARD BOUND

We enjoyed a very restful season on the sea, which was
very quiet. We ate, slept, exercised, read, and, of course,
talked. In answer to prayer, the Lord granted us some very
favorable opportunities for presenting the truth to several who
seemed to have ‘‘hearing ears.”” We trust that their inter-
est may continue and abound to their present and eternal joy.
We have considerable hope for four in particular, and some
hope for four others.

The breaking of a blade of the ship’s propeller delayed
us a day, and thus we avoided a most severe storm, which
wrecked a vessel near our pathway on the night we were due
to arrive. We would even then have reached port on the next
night (Friday) but for a heavy fog, which detained us all
night just outside our port. But this also proved advantage-
ous, for it gave us opportunity for three two-hour talks on
the great ‘‘Divine Plan of the Ages.”’ (1) To a returning
missionary, whose acquaintance we had not previously made,
and who seemed to have ‘“an ear to hear’’ the ‘‘good tidings
of great joy for all people,”’ which we presented as force-
fully and wisely as we knew how. (2) To a doctor and two
of the ship’s stewards, and (3) to two travelers who had been
waiting for an opportunity to inquire concerning the better
Gospel, of which they had casuvally learned something through
others. We talked with them from before nine o’clock until
eleven o’clock, the hour for closing the ship’s parlor. Both
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had hearing ears and seemingly appreciative hearts and will
read and, we trust, come fully into the truth. One of these,
we understand, rehearsed much of what he had heard to a
fellow-passenger on the promenade deck until midnight. We
were 1n consequence of these experiences very appreciative
of the fog and the delay which it occasioned, and more than
ever resolved to appreciate delays and fogs, ete.,, knowing
that ‘“All things are working together for good to those who
love God, to the called ones according to his purpose.’’ Thus
gradually we learn to spell Dis-appointment His-appointment,
and to look for his leadings.

When we landed at nine o’clock Saturday morning, we
found twelve dear brethren and sisters of the New York City
chureh waiting for us with smiling faces and outstretched
hands. (Poor dears, they had been standing there for over
two hours, having been misinformed that the landing would
be at seven o’clock.) Some, we learned, got up at three
o’clock to be there to welcome us. We greeted them with
equal warmth, commenting in our heart that naught but the
truth and the spirit of pure love which it develops could form
such a heart-binding tie. We assured the dear friends of our
deep appreciation of their fragrant alabaster boxes so liber-
ally poured forth; but that we accepted these, not as a per-
sonal tribute, but as marking their love for the Lord and his
truth, and, because we, by his grace, occupy a prominent place
as their representative.

Escorted to the railway station we fellowshipped until
train time. Handing each ome a new farthing, we explained
that we had brought from the Bank of England enough of
these to supply one each to the Allegheny Congregation; that
these would be not only souvenirs of our trip, but much more,
reminders of God’s loving care for all who are his—jyes, and
for the world of mankind. We explained that each farthing
would represent two sparrows and remind us of the Lord’s
word: ‘‘Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? yet not
one of these (sparrows) can fall to the ground without your
Father’s notice. Are not ye of much more value than many
sparrows?’’

We remarked that God’s drawing power is exercised
chiefly toward the meek, the humble-minded, the lowly in
heart, and that their proper humility at times led these to
feel their own unworthiness so keenly that they needed the
comforting assurance that God’s infinite powers permit a
supervision of all ereation, including the poor little sparrow
and much more the interests of humanity, and particularly
the welfare of the saints, the consecrated, the members of
the chureh, which is the body of Christ. The Father’s provi-
dential care is over all his works, even over the sparrows—but
““The Father himself loveth you’’! How wonderful is all

this! No wonder that those who realize the truth of these
divine messages love in return! ¢‘¢We love him because he first
loved us.”’

* * *

After we had bidden farewell to the representatives of the
New York City church, a speedy train enabled us to be with
the Bible House family at 8:15 Saturday evening, where we
were warmly welcomed by about fifty—with prayer and re-
freshments, preceded by the singing of the following hymn,
the first verse of which represented our sentiments, and the
other two the sentiments of the family:

‘‘Home again! Home again!
From a foreign shore,
And oh! it fills my soul with joy
To meet you all once more.
Here I left the friends so dear,
To cross the ocean’s foam;
But now I'm once again with those
Who fondly greet me home.’’

‘“Welcome home! Welcome home!
This our happy strain;
For God in love has overruled,
And brought thee home again.
Day by day our earnest prayers
Were with thee o’er the sea,
That God would bless his work abroad,
And gently care for thee.

‘‘Happy hearts, happy hearts,
Join in grateful praise
To him who guides and guards his own
Throughout their earthly days.
Cords of love our hearts entwine,
Sweet love that shall not fail;
'Twill firmly bind us while on earth,
And reach beyond the vail.”’
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“MY LORD AND MY GOD”
John 20:19-31.—JUNE 7.
Golden Text:—* ‘Thomas answered and said unto him, my Lord and my God.’’—V. 35.

The story of our Lord’s resurrection never loses its inter-
est to the Christian. With the cross and Pentecost and our
Lord’s second coming and the resurrection of the chureh, it is
one of the most important events recorded in the Word of
God. Whatever helps to impress it upon our minds assists
in establishing in us the faith once delivered unto the saints.
Indeed we thay say that if Christian people in general studied,
understood and appreciated the resurrection of Jesus it would
correct very many of the errors of theology received from the
‘“‘dark ages’’ and it would protect them from other doctrinal
errors of our day. Let the words of the apostles then sink
deep into our hearts. If Christ be not risen your faith is
vain and our preaching is vain, ye are yet in your sins (1 Cor.
15:17), and we who have espoused the canse of Christ are most
wretchedly deceived. Whoever realizes the force of the
Apostle’s words and trusts to him as an inspired teacher, will
assuredly not believe that the dead are alive, but that, as the
Secriptures declare, their hope is that eventually they will be
made alive by their resurrection from the dead. Connecting
this lesson with the preceding one brings to our attention our
Lord’s manifestation to two of his disciples on the day of his
resurrection as they were walking into the country to the home
of one of them at Emmaus. The name of but one is given,
Cleopas; the other has been variously suggested to have been
Nathanael or Peter, but nothing is known on the subject. The
two travelers were talking as they walked, and of course the
topic of their conversation was the great tragedy of three
days before and the consequent disappointment of all the
grand hopes they had built of sharing with Messiah in his
kingdom. What wonder that they were sad! It was at this
juneture that Jesus, in another form, overtook them and in
passing looked upon them saying, sympathetically, Country-
men, wherefore so sad; is there any special trouble? Their
reply was, Perhaps you are a stranger hereabouts and have
not heard of the recent tragedy? Jesus, a just and true and
noble character, was taken by our rulers and delivered over
to the Roman authorities for crucifixion, because they were
envious of him and of his growing influence with the people.
It is a sad thing that such an occurrence should ever take
place in this city of Jerusalem. Besides we and many others
were witnesses of his good works and wonderful teachings
and know that never man spake like this man. What wonder,
then, that we are sad! Just as you came we were discussing
a new feature of the matter; we have just heard that the tomb
in which he was buried was robbed, but some of our friends
declare that they saw at the sepulechre a vision of angels and
received the message that he had risen from the dead! Ah,
Sir, we are living in strange times; we know not what to think
of these things; we are perplexed!

‘‘HE OPENED TO THEM THE SCRIPTURES’’

To the surprise of these sorrowful men their fellow-trav-
eler was mighty in the Secriptures; he seemed to be sympa-
thetic, to be a believer in Jesus and his Messiahship, but he
had a remarkable way of presenting matters, explaining to
them that they should not be sad, but on the contrary glad;
that the very matters that were casting such a gloom over
their lives were important features in the fulfilment of the
divine program and in full accord with the teachings of Jesus
and with the Seriptures. We may well suppose that he car-
ried their minds backward and reminded them of the original
promise made at the time of sin’s first vietory, that the Seed
of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head, but that it
should mean the bruising of his heel. Thus the erushing of
evil was pictured, and the faet that it would cost Messiah
something of suffering was also implied, but that the suffering
would be insignificant and the destruction of the adversary
would be ultimately complete.

We can also imagine his telling them about Abraham typi-
fying the Father and Isaac typifying the Son, Messiah, and
that Isaac’s consecration to death, from which Abraham re-
ceived him in a figure, was a typical fulfilment of the fact
that Messiah must actually die and rise from the dead, and
that this was illustrated in the various types of the law, in
the Passover lamb and also in the sin-offering of the Atone-
ment Day. Coming down he doubtless mentioned Joseph as a
type of Messiah and that his imprisonment, before he was
exalted to association with Pharaoh in the government, was
a type of Christ’s imprisonment in death before his exaltation
to be the Life-giver to the world and mnext to the Father in
the kingdom. Doubtless he reminded them also of the words
of the Prophet Isaiah, ‘‘He shall be led as a lamb to the
slaughter, as a sheep before his shearer is dumb, so he opened
not his mouth.’”’ We can think of many Secriptures which he
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doubtless quoted and thus brought to their attention, telling
them that they had been slow of heart to believe all that
God’s Word contained on this subject, that they had believed
the glorious features but had failed to give proper weight to
the 1gnominious, sacrificial features of the divine plan which
were not less necessary, indeed were fundamental, the basis
upon which the blessings should ultimately rest. He also as-
sured them that it behooved the Son of man to suffer, that
it was necessary for him to suffer as the redemption price of
Adam and his race and that then he should rise from the dead
to be their Deliverer.

The narrative does not tell with what amazement the
two sorrowing disciples looked at their companion and won-
dered at his erudition and knowledge of the Seriptures,
which was so much greater than their own, so much greater
than that of the other apostles! No wonder that reaching
their home they invited him to stay with them! He made
as though he would go farther and undoubtedly would have
done so had they not been anxious to have him stay; but
they urged him, pleading that the day was far gone, that
he could not accomplish much in the remaining hours and
that they would like to have his fellowship.

KNOWN IN THE BREAKING OF BREAD

Soon they were seated at their simple evening meal, and
without hesitation the wonderful stranger, who seemed to
have such a grasp of the divine plan, was requested to ask
a blessing upon the food. It was as he asked the blessing
that they recognized his familiar tones and that it was none
other than Jesus who could teach them as he had done—
and simultaneously with this thought the stranger vanished.
He had accomplished his purpose; why should he remain?
His purpose was threefold: He would prepare their minds
by pointing out to them the prophecies and the necessity
for their fulfilment and their order for fulfilment; secondly,
he would demonstrate to them not only his resurrection but
also his change, that he was no longer the man Christ Jesus,
but the same Jesus under new conditions, a spirit being, no
longer limited in any respect; now he could appear and dis-
appear at his convenience and in one form or in another
form, as suited best his purposes, and in one garb or in an-
other garb as would serve the occasion best. Thus to Mary
he appeared as a gardener, to these two disciples as a trav-
eler—but neither Mary nor these noted ary print of nails
in his feet or in his hands; although they were close to him,
neither recognized his features nor his clothing—in fact, his
raiment, as we remember, was divided amongst the Roman
soldiers, and what he wore, therefore, must have been
specially provided for the ocecasiom, just as the wine was
provided at the Cana marriage by divine power, which is
so incomprehensible to us.

“DID NOT OUR HEARTS BURN?”

When our Lord vanished the two diseciples were thor-
oughly aroused. We can imagine the looks upon their faces,
the earnestness of their motions and the beam of their eyes
as they said to one another, ‘‘Did not our hearts burn
within us by the way as he talked to us and opened to us
the Scriptures?’’ Ah, yes! Joy had now taken the place
of sorrow with them; his explanation of the prophecies
which made their hearts burn at the time caused them to
glow still more now that they knew the speaker, recognized
him as their crucified and risen Lord. They hastened back
to the city seven miles away. They were so full of en-
thusiasm that they could not be content to rest at home
with their glorious message while they knew that other
dear hearts were in perplexity. They had the true spirit
of discipleship, the desire to tell the good tidings of great
joy, whatever the cost, to those who had the ear to hear.

And are not our experiences similar to theirs notwith-
standing the faect that centuries have since elapsedY In-
deed, our condition is very similar to theirs in this respect.
The false doctrines of the ‘‘dark ages’’ have cast a gloom
and a sorrow and fear and disquiet over all Christian hearts.
The story of the resurrection is still with us, but it has
been made rather meaningless by the various false doctrines,
as, for instance, that our Lord was the heavenly Father
himself, that he did not die, could not die, else the universe
would have been without a ruler, hence, that there is no
real death, no real atonement for sir, but more or less of
a deception practiced, a make-believe dying upon the cross
while Christ as the Father permitted the deception to be
worked. Surely thus our Lord has been taken away and
we know not where they have laid him; and what is true
of us is true of all the Lord’s truly consecrated people.
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But now in this harvest time the Master is again present
with his people. We are in his parousia, in the time of
his presence 1n the end of the age, and those who have been
watching and hearkening have heard the prophetic knock
indicating the time of his presence, and have opened their
hearts. Our hearts burn within us now as we come to un-
derstand better than in the past the great messages of God’s
Word, telling us of his love not only for the church but also
for the worid, and of the redemption accomplished through
the precious blood and of the salvation that shall be brought
unto us at the revelation of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ in kingdom glory; yea, and of a blessing also upon
all the families of the earth which will be willing to re-
ccive the same into good and honest hearts. Do not our
hearts burn within us as these prophecies of old open be-
fore us and we sce their truc significance? And shall not
we like these disciples at Emmaus arise hastily and go to
the brethren wherever they may be and tell them the blessed
tidings of the Redcemer’s presence, to help them to under-
stand the riches of (od’s grace as outlined in his precious
Word? Surcly all who have the proper feeling have this
migsionary spirit and desire to do good to all men, especial-
ly those of the houschold of faith.—Gal. 6:10.
‘‘HE BREATHED ON THEM'’

Meantime Jesus, the spirit being, immediately trans-
ferred himself from Emmaus to the upper room where the
disciples were assembled and the doors were fastened be-
cause they were fearing the Jews and also that the per-
secution which had come to the Lord might also extend to
them. They were having their evening meal when our
Lord, discarding the body and the clothing in which he had
appeared to the two at Emmaus as a spirit being, came into
their midst while the doors were shut, just as an angel could
do. There he materialized, created for himself a body of
flesh with clothing and in an instant stood before the dis-
ciples, who were terrified and were scarcely calmed by his
familiar salutation, ‘‘ Peace be unto you.’’ It was still the
first day of the week, the day of his resurrection; we may
be sure the diseciples were discussing the great and mo-
mentous cvent and the news they had indirectly received
of our Lord’s resurrection. They were endeavoring to har-
monize the various stories told by the women, wondering
to what extent they had been deceived, ete. And now to
hear the Master’s own words saying, ‘‘Peace be unto you,’’
—what could it mean? It meant a confirmation of the
story of the women that they had actually seen the Lord,
that he really was no longer dead. Then the Master showed
them the wounded side and lacerated feet and hands, and
their fright was turned into joy. The perplexities were not
all gone; but they were getting the lesson that their Master
was triumphant over death. Undoubtedly they were still
perplexed at his appearing to them while the doors were
shut; it would require a little time for them to learn that
he was no longer the man Christ Jesus but the glorified
Jesus, the spirit Jesus. They got a further lesson on this
subject when a few moments later he vanished out of their
sight, or, as some would say, dematerialized. The material
body and clothing could not have gone through the walls
while the doors were shut; a spirit being, however, is not
limited by doors or locks or walls and our Lord, a spirit
being, had used spirit powers and then additionally had
created the body in which he then appeared, which was in
still another form than that of a gardener, a stranger, a
traveler to Emmaus.

Here our Lord took occasion to give his commission to
the apostles, saying, ‘‘ As the Father sent me, even so send
I you.”” I have done the work the Father gave me to do;
I now appoint to you a great work, which you are to do in
my name, even as I worked in my Father’s name. Sym-
bolically then, as conveying to them a lesson, Jesus breathed
upon them and said, ‘‘Receive ye the holy Spirit.”’ He
thus represented that he would put his Spirit, his disposi-
tion upon them which would enable them to earry out their
commission, even as his own reception of the holy Spirit
at the time of his baptism enabled him to earry out his
consecration. What he did was rather a pantomine teach-
ing; they must tarry at Jerusalem before they would really
be endued with power from on high, before they would be
endued with the holy Spirit. And why must they wait for
Pentecost? Because the holy Spirit could come only upon
those who were fully reconciled to the Father, and before
they could be acceptable to the Father the great Redeemer
must first aseend on high and appear in God’s presence on
their behalf and on behalf of all the household of faith
to apply for them the merit of his sacrifice as a covering
for all of their blemishes, that through him they might be

ZION’S WATCH TOWER

ALLEGHENY, Pa,

acceptable to the Father and be permitted to receive the
full adoption of the holy Spirit as the sons of God.
SINS REMITTED—SINS RETAINED )

Addressing the apostles our Lord indicated the dignity
of their complete representation of himself, saying, ‘‘Whose-
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose-
soever sins ye retain, they are retained.’’ This dignity,
this honor, this privilege was not granted to all believers,
but merely to the apostles. And it is not true that this
authority descended from them to others, the clergy, nor
that the power to forgive sins nor to fix the responsibility
for sins is thus come to reside in those who are alleged to
have been called by apostolic succession in the laying on
of hands. The apostles had no such successors; there were
only twelve and when one (Judas) lost his bishopric it was
given to another, St. Paul. These twelve are represented in
the symbols of Revelation as the twelve foundation stones
of the New Jerusalem, and these alone were the apostles of
the Lamb, specially privileged as such, and specially ad-
dressed in the above words.

It is right, therefore, that we should heed carefully the
words of the twelve apostles as being a divine revelation
in the most special sense, that we should note well what they
tell us of such sins as are cancelled by the merit of Christ’s
sacrifice and which sins are not cancellable, but are sins
unto death or sins for which a measure of stripes must be
inflicted. In view of this how carefully we should study
not only the words of the Master himself but also those
of the apostles, to note the conditions upon which God is
willing to acecept all who come unto him through Christ and
the conditions upon which sins may be forgiven.

But while it is not granted to any but the apostles thus
to fix the limitations upon which sing are forgivable and
which sins must be punished, it is the province of all those
whom the Lord uses as his mouthpieces to make known
these limitations to the church and to point out to them
the teachings of the apostles on these subjects. Thus it is
our privilege today to explain to those who have hearing
ears what are the conditions of justification by faith and
reconciliation to the Father and what are the conditions
leading to the second death—not on our own authority, not
on our own account, but in the name of the Lord through
his apostles, whose words we properly quote in substantia-
tion.

MY LORD AND MY GOD’’

The Apostle Thomas was not with the others on that
first Sunday evening that our Lord appeared in the upper
room, It was probably fortunate for many since that he
was absent and that he was of that doubting disposition
which lead him to rebuke the others for having believed in
the Lord’s resurrection upon too slight evidence. When
they related to him the circumstances he declared, ‘¢ Unless
I put my finger in the prints of the nails and thrust my
hand into his side I will not believe.”” An entire week
passed and there was no further manifestation of our Lord
so far as the records show until the next first day of the
week, probably again in the evening, the beginning of the
eighth day from the time of our Lord’s resurrection. On
this occasion all of the eleven aposties were present. The
conditions were very similar to those of the week previous.
Possibly they had been expecting all through the week to
see our Lord and had been disappointed and when they
were together a week later they hoped that this would be
a favorable time for him to reveal himself. Thereafter the
first day of the week was made an occasion for special meet-
ings of the Lord’s followers in remembrance of his revela-
tions of himself on the first and on the eighth days. Thus
as the Jewish Law, providing for the seventh-day Sabbath,
was recognized as ending with the Jewish dispensation, the
Gospel church, under the guidance of the holy Spirit and
freed from the law, nevertheless desired a special day in
the week for rest and spiritual refreshment, and the choice
for the first day became very pronounced. We must re-
member, however, that there is no stipulation of the first
day of the week nor any other day as a Sabbath. As Chris-
tians we delight to have the Sabbath spirit, the spirit of
consecration to the Lord every day, and we are glad that
the first day of the week is so generally observed by the
nominal church and that thus the Lord’s spiritual Israel
can have the more favorable opportunity for fellowship
with him and with each other on the day which most beauti-
fully represents their hopes, the resurrection day, the day
which marked the beginning of the new hope, new joy and
a new dispensation of divine providence.

When our Lord appeared on this occasion he addressed
Thomas particularly, showing that he had knowledge of
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what his disciples had discussed when they saw him not.
Using Thomas’ own language he exhorted him to stretch
hither his finger and put it into the print of the nails and
to thrust his hand into his side, and not be faithless but
believing, The fact that Thomas was not too easily con-
vinced gives us all the more assurance that the manifesta-
tions were unquestionably genuine and conclusive to those
honorable men who bore witness thereto at the cost of their
reputation, their influence, their lives—their all. We are
not informed whether or not Thomas did put his finger into
the nail prints and his hand into our Lord’s side; it mat-
ters not, for at all events his mind was convinced.
Thomas’ response is the Golden Text of this lesson, ¢‘My
Lord and my God!’’ He recognized a divine power as in-
dubitably attested by this manifestation; he knew there-
fore that the one in whose presence he stood was not omnly
his Lord and Master Jesus, whose disciple he had become,
but he recognized him as his God, as a mighty one, superior
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to all mankind, worthy to be called by the name God, which
signifies ‘‘mighty one.’’ This would not, however, mean
that Thomas supposed our Lord Jesus to be the heavenly
Father. We are to remember that the word God is applied
not only to the Father and to the Son but also to the holy
angels and on one occasion to men, to the seventy elders
of Israel, whom Moses appointed in the wilderness.

Nevertheless we delight to remember the testimony of
the Word that all men should honor the Son as they honor
the Father also. The word also signifies that there are two
so far as personality is concerned, though they are one so
far as purpose and plan are concerned, as our Lord declared.
Thus our Lord testified that all of his followers are to be-
come one, even as he and the Father are one—one in pur-
pose, in intemt, in will, in spirit. Thus we also properly
recognize the Lord Jesus as our God, a mighty one, in har-
mony with and one with the Father.

A LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA

Dear Brother in Christ:—

I am today in receipt of your welcome letter of 24th ult.

I esteem it highly, and was exceedingly glad to hear from
ou.

Y I shall have much pleasure in giving you my honest opinion
about the translation you mention, when it reaches me. I
regret to find that you have met with so many disappoint-
ments in the translation.

Brother Booth is very active in connection with the Mil-
lennial message. I am deeply interested in your six books,
and have two brothers similarly interested; one is a clergy-
man of the Duteh church; not only a reader, but a thinker.
He is emeritus; resides at Pretoria, Transvaal, and edits a
Dutch chureh paper, besides preaching when requested. I
do not know how far the Lord means to use him in spreading
the DAWN message.

Then there is a mutual friend of Brother Booth and my-

gelf, Rev. J. H. Orr, minister of the Independent Congrega-
tional church, Wymberg (one of our suburbs), who is already
preaching some of the new truths contained in your boks.

As you will have heard, quite a nice litle company, of
which I was one, all interested in the Millennial message, as-
sembled in Brother Orr’s church to celebrate the Passover—
five Europeans, 29 natives (condueted in three languages—
English, Dutch, Sixloga.) It was an important and impres-
sive hour, and a new era in our lives,

Brother Orr is preaching the message, with great accept-
ance by his hearers.

Your books have left a deep impression upon me, and I am
watching to see how far the Lord will see fit to use me in
spreading the truths they contain.

With sincere regards, believe me,

Truly yours in Jesus,

L pe BEER,—Africa.

“LOVEST THOU ME MORE THAN THESE?”
John 21:1-25.—JUNE 14.
Golden Text:—* ‘Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.’’—Matt. 28:20.

Quite a long interval elapsed between our Lord’s appear-
ance to the disciples on the eighth day (which was the sixth
manifestation after his resurrection) and the one recorded
in this lesson; it was about three weeks. During that interval
we may be sure that our Lord was frequently with the apos-
tles in spirit, watching over their interests. During that time
the excitement ineidental to his resurrection and six appear-
ances within eight days wore off. Week after week they
waited for further manifestations, and then concluded that
something more practical should occupy their attention. Peter,
because of his years and natural leadership, was the first to
suggest a practical turn of affairs, saying, ‘I go a fishing’’
—I will return to the fishing business; what will you do?
James and John, former partners with Peter, replied that
they were of the same mind, and speedily the partnership
was revived. They returned to Palestine and took possession
of the ships and fishing tackle which they had abandoned
three years before in obedience to the Master’s call— ‘I will
make you fishers of men.”” We can imagine the disappoint-
ment of those men; and yet as they looked back and thought
of the blessings experienced during the three years of follow-
ing Jesus they must have felt glad as well as regretful; glad
that they had been with the Master, and that they had had
such a blessed season of codperation, but regretful that the
whole matter had evidently come to naught; that in the eyes
of their neighbors and friends they had made fools of them-
selves, been deceived; they must have been grieved also be-
cause a return to the former occupation would be comparative-
ly distasteful to them. Their first night’s experience in the
fishing business was calculated to disappoint them greatly;
they toiled all night and caught nothing.

““JESUS STOOD ON THE SHORE''

With the morning dawn they were approaching the shore
faint-hearted and discouraged, when a voice from the shore
attracted their attention; some one calling for fish, they were
obliged to reply that they had none. Then the stranger on the
shore directed that the net be cast on the right side of the
boat. They followed the suggestion of letting down the net
again, when immediately it was full of large fish.

It was the loving John who first realized that the miracle
implied that the stranger on the shore was the Lord, and he
proclaimed his conviction to Peter. The latter, a man of
action, and doubtless still suffering at heart from his denial
of the Lord, plunged into the sea and swam ashore, but

evidently was timid when he reached the land and waited and
helped to pull the net full of fish to the shore. When the
three fishermen were landed and things made fast and safe,
it was noticed that the stranger had a fire of coals and fish
thereon, and he invited the weary omnes to come and have
breakfast with him. This they did. It is not probable that
they ate in silence, yet their conversation is not recorded, ex-
cept that none of the disciples felt at liberty to inquire if it
were the Lord, knowing, confident that it was he. There is
no indication that on this occasion our Lord appeared with
marks in his hands or his feet or his side; everything implies
that he appeared in still another form, and was thus giving
them another lesson in the faect that he not only had risen
from the dead but was wholly changed, and was now a spirit
being, who could go and come like the wind and they could
not tell whence he came or whither he went; he could appear
in a form best suited to the ocecasion.
¢‘SIMON, LOVEST THOU ME?"’

Poor Peter was doubtless wishing for some favorable op-
portunity to make some amends for his denial of the Lord,
when our Lord looked at him and addressed him not as Peter,
a rock, but as Simon, saying, ‘‘Lovest thou me more than
these?’’ He may have meant, Do you love me more than
these nets and boats and this fishing business? or he may have
meant, Do you love me more than these other disciples? At
least there was an opportunity for Peter to call to mind his
own rather boastful expression of love for the Lord on the
same night in which he denied him. He had said, ‘‘Lord,
though all should forsake thee yet will not 1.’ Peter re-
plied without making any comparison between himself and
the others or the fishing implements, saying, ¢‘Lord, thou
knowest that I love thee.”’ Our Lord used the word agapao
for love, while Peter used a different word, phileo, supposed
to signify a warm, personal affection. Upon this declaration
our Lord replied, ‘‘Feed my lambs,’” my little sheep. There
was in this the suggestion of a partial restoration of Peter
to the work of the ministry. Three years before, our Lord
had taught the multitudes on the shore from Peter’s boat,
and subsequently had performed the miracle of granting them
a great draught of fishes, so great that the net broke. Fol-
lowing that incident, our Lord had said to Peter and James
and John, ‘‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’’
Now he gave them a similar miracle, and the net did not
break, although 153 large fish were caught; and it was now,

[4183]



(173-174)

after this cateh, that our Lord wished again to start the
apostles as fishers of men under the auspices of the Gospel
dispensation beginning with Pentecost, when they would be
endued with power from on high. Although our Lord did not
directly reprove Peter, he nevertheless impressed upon him
the seriousness of his mistake and his denial, and intimated
that thereby he had forfeited his place as one of the apostles.
This new commission that he might feed the lambs of the
flock indirectly implied that he might not be a full shepherd
amongst the sheep. But our Lord again put the same question
in the same form, and Peter replied in the same words. Jesus
then extended the commission to him, saying, ‘‘Tend my
sheep,’’ care for the sheep, serve the sheep. By these two
parts of the commission Peter was authorized to feed the
lambs, but merely to tend the sheep; he had not yet received
the full liberties of shepherding. As Peter had denied the
Lord taree times, so our Lord questioned him the third time,
this time, however, changing the word for love to phileo. Per-
haps Peter recognized the analogy; in any event he was deeply
grieved at this third questioning of his love and that our
Lord used this time the word phileo. Peter’s reply was
pathetic, ‘“‘Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that
I love thee.”” With this third confession our Lord restored
him fully as a bishop or shepherd, saying, ‘‘Feed my sheep.’’
He was authorized not only to feed the lambs and tend the
gsheep but finally to feed the sheep also. We are glad for
DPeter; and we admire our Lord’s course in adopting such a
skilful method of reproof and his generosity in not reprov-
ing more severely. Let us learn lessons from this grand ex-
ampler! Are there any other lessons we may learn from our
Lord’s words? Is it not well that we inquire each of his
own heart whether or not we have a warm, deep, earnest love
for the Lord, or if it is only a general love and admiration?
We are to seek to cultivate that personal fellowship with the
Master which will enable us to answer these questions af-
firmatively, and to assure him that we love him more than
lands or houses, boats or nets, parents or children, husband
or wife or self. As our heavenly Bridegroom he is worthy
of our love, and if we do not feel this love toward him we
are not of the kind fit for the Kingdom, not fit to be members
of the bride, the Lamb’s wife. And how shall we know, how
shall we test our own hearts as to the degree of our love for
the Lord? How will the Lord test us if not by permitting
trials and difficulties, oppositions, ete., to overtake us? As
our Lord hid himself from the apostles for three weeks or
more, yet was near them watching over them and ready to
take advantage of the most favorable moment to impart the
necessary lessons, so we may be sure that he watches over our
interests to give us needed instruction and guidance—and if
sometimes he hides his face behind a frowning providence it
is with a view to our blessing or strengthening, to prepare
us to appropriate some valuable lessons which will be help-
ful to us in our preparation for a place in the throne. Let
us, then, rejoice even in tribulation, knowing what it is work-
ing out, and in such tribulation let us ask ourselves the ques-
tion, How am I showing my Lord that I love him supremely?

As our Lord said to Peter upon the profession of his love
that he might feed the lambs and tend and feed the sheep, so
he says to all who are his followers. Not that we can have
the honorable place of apostles in connection with the Lord’s
dear flock, but that each of us may find opportunities for
tending and assisting, feeding, nourishing the flock of God,
especially all whom the Lord’s providences place in the church
as elders so that, as the Apostle Paul said of the elders at
Ephesus, they may feed the flock of God over whom the Spirit
has made them overseers, bishops, shepherds. (Aects 20:28.)
It is proper, nevertheless, that each one for himself provide
things decent and honest in the sight of all in a temporal
way; it is also necessary and proper that each under-shepherd
give attention to his own spiritual feeding and refreshment;
but it is very important that the Master’s commission in re-
spect to the flock shall have a prominent place in our hearts,
that we shall rightly esteem it a great privilege to feed and
to tend the Lord’s followers in his name and as far as pos-
sible in his spirit of self-denial, self-sacrifice, in loving service,
laying down our lives for the sheep, as he did. Whoever is
heedless of the sheep should not in any sense of the word be
recognized as an elder, a leader, and each dear elder should
be esteemed and chosen to the position by his brethren be-
cause of evidence of loving zeal and devotion to the cause of
the great Shepherd and the flock, and not from any selfish or
worldly reasons. The primary qualification of an elder in the
church, an under-shepgerd, must necessarily be love for the
Lord. All of the eloquence, all of the zeal might be hindrances
and injurious to the flock’s best interest, except ss love for
the great Shepherd would be the mainspring of action, And
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how may we know who has love for the Lord, and know of
its measure? Our Lord tells us through the Apostle that if
we love not our brethren whom we have seen we would be de-
ceiving ourselves if we claim to love God whom we have not
seen. Hence love for our Lord must be expected to manifest
itself in love for the brethren, and only those who manifest
great love and sympathy, benevolence, patience, gentleness,
brotherly kindness for the dear flock, are to be considered
faithful shepherds or worthy of eldership. The self-seeking,
the ambitious are to be feared and not to be encouraged.
‘‘WHAT SHALL THIS MAN DO?’’

Following the questioning our Lord, still addressing the
Apostle Peter, made a prophecy respecting him that he would
live to be an old man, and that then he would be deprived of
his liberties. This was not a very bright prospect to hold
out before Peter; it meant a further testing of his loyalty.
We are glad to know that the Apostle was not discouraged,
and that he was faithful even unto death. The propheey
proved to Peter and to the other apostles present, that in the
work in which they were to engage afresh they were not to
expect kingdom honors and blessings, but rather to remem-
ber the Lord’s previous declaration that the servant is not
above his Master, and that as men despitefully used the Mas-
ter the servants must expect nothing better. How nobly those
chosen ones came up to the various tests and requirements
placed upon them! There is a lesson for us, too, along the
same lines, namely, that faithfulness to our Master will proba:
bly bring us tribulation of one kind or another. Hence we
are not to seek our own wills or our own ways, but rather to
look for and accept the Lord’s providential guidance of our
interests and to prefer this, knowing that he is able always
to make all things work together for our good as new creatures.
John tells us that our Lord’s words were understood to signify
that Peter would die a violent death, and that in conclusion
Jesus said, ‘‘Follow me,’’ note my example and copy it.

Peter evidently felt that the conversation was pivoted
largely upon himself and sought to turn it a little, saying re-
specting John, whom he recognized as the Lord’s favorite
disciple, ‘‘Lord, what shall this man do?’’ What is your
prediction and what will be your providence in respect to
John? Our Lord’s reply was almost curt; it amounted to,
Mind your own business and you will have plenty to do,
though it was stated in a more polite form. Jesus said, ‘‘If
I will that he tarry until I come,

WEAT IS THAT TO THEE? FOLLOW THOU ME’’

This is a difficult lesson for all of the Lord’s followers
to learn, but a very important one. If we allow ourselves to
look about us and to wonder why some fellow-disciple is not
receiving apparently the same amount of chastisement or trials
or difficulties or burdens that the Lord permits to come to us,
and if then we permit ourselves to become judges of the Lord
and his wisdom and his providences, the result will be dis-
astrous to ourselves. It will destroy our peace and undermine
our faith and hinder us from learning the lessons necessary
to prepare us for the kingdom. If such criticisms of divine
providence at any time come to our minds, we should answer
ourselves, promptly, in the language of our Lord to Peter,
‘“What is that to thee? Follow thou me.’’ You are not com-
petent to regulate these matters, nor is it proper nor neces-
sary for the Master to explain to you all of his plans and
purposes. It is far better for you that you learn faith, sub-
misgion and trust. No two of us have the same natural dis-
position, no two of us, therefore, need the same disciplinary
training at the hand of the Lord. We have confidence in his
wisdom and love; let us manifest it, realizing that if our trials
are greater our blessings will be proportionate, and as the
Lord said to Paul, so he would say to each of us, ‘‘My grace
is sufficient for thee, my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.’”’ (2 Cor. 12:9.) With the Apostle let us say, If, there-
fore, the Lord’s grace is proportionate to our trials let us
receive with rejoicing all the trials he may send that we may
have the more of his grace! It is for each sheep to know
the Shepherd and to follow him, taking as straight paths foxr
his feet as possible, and leaving with the Shepherd the gen-
eral oversight of the flock and its interests, giving attention
in proportion as the Lord through the brethren gives oppor-
tunity to assist in the shepherding work and in the name of
the Lord to counsel or esssist his dear flock.

¢“THAT HE TARRY TILL I COME’!

Our Lord had clearly indicated that Peter would not tarry
until his second coming, that he would die, and now, without
saying that John would tarry until he should come, he merely
said, If it should be my arrangement that he tarry till I
come, would that interfere, Peter, with your arrangements
and my dealings with you as my follower? But the matter
became a proverb amongst the Lord’s followers that John
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