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text, which is more properly rendered in the Revised Ver­
sion and in the Diaglott—“ There shall be one flock and one 
Shepherd.”  This is in full agreement with the Apostle’s 
statement (Eph. 1:10) that in the dispensation of the fullness 
of times he might gather together in one [literally, under one 
head] all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth, even in him. Ultimately all of God’s creation 
will be under the headship of this great Shepherd, who is now 
the Head of the church, the little flock, and who in future will

be Head over angels also and over restored humanity. The 
flock will be one, but the sheep will be of various natures on 
various planes of being; as it is written, “ In my Father’s 
house are many mansions,”  many apartments, many planes, 
but all harmonious, grand. But the highest of all these planes, 
the plane of glory, is that to which the Lord has invited the 
little flock, the bride class of this Gospel age. Let us hear 
his voice, let us follow in his footsteps, let us make our calling 
and election sure!
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
FACED BY A SOCIAL CRISIS

Rev. Washington Gladden, D. D. (Congregationalist), ex­
pressed himself as follows a little time ago:—

“ It is idle, it is fatuous to hide from ourselves the fact 
that we are facing here in the United States of America a 
social crisis. The forces which are at work mean destruction.

“ The swollen fortunes that many are gloating over are 
symptoms of disease. They are not the reward of social serv­
ice, they are the fruit of plunder. We have made them pos­
sible only by permitting the gate of opportunity to be made 
narrower and the burden of toil more unrequiting for millions 
of people. They exist only by our acts. A society which tol­
erates such conditions cannot live.

“ It is because we have begun to have some dim concep­
tion of this truth that we are moving now toward the correc­
tion by law of these great injustices. We must exterminate 
them; that is the fight in which there must be no faltering. 
I f  we would not be destroyed we must destroy the destroyer. 
This is the truth which our brave President, by word and deed, 
is always enforcing upon us, and he is entirely and everlast­
ingly right about it.

“ What has the Christian church been doing while the 
powers of piracy and plunder have been gathering their forces 
and spreading their net and heaping up their spoils? Where 
was the Christian church when the grafters were ravaging 
the cities, and the rebaters and the frenzied financiers and the 
insurance sharks were getting in their work? For the most 
part she has been standing by and looking on, winking her 
eyes and twiddling her thumbs, and wondering whether she 
had any call to interfere. Indeed she has gathered into her 
communion many of the most conspicuous of the perpetrators 
of the injustices—they are nearly all church members—and 
has made herself a pensioner upon their bounty, and has been 
content with preaching to them the simple Gospel that such 
men always love to hear.

“ The fact is plainly apparent that the church has lost its 
grip on the world, and she is not going to regain it until she 
finds out what is her real business in the world. Let her ad­
dress herself to that with faith and courage and she will soon 
find her resources returning.”

DEMONISM ATTRIBUTED TO SUPERSTITION
We must not blame intelligent people for considering 

witchcraft, spiritism, clairaudience and clairvoyance to be 
merely products of superstition and imagination. We, too, 
would have been so inclined but for the Word of God on 
the subject and various corroborating experiences. And herein 
lies a part of the danger. When the unbelieving are suddenly 
made aware that there is really an intelligent occult influence 
at work, they are amazed that they have been favored to have 
demonstrations of and to appreciate a truth of which so 
few  know. They delve into its mysteries as they would not 
have done had they not previously considered it all a fake—  
especially if the proofs reach them along innocent, amusing or 
ludicrous lines. Note the testimony of our home city, which 
is doubtless paralleled in other cities. The extract is from 
The Pittsburgh Post:

A WAVE OF SUPERSTITION
Superintendent Bell, of the Humane Society, made the 

startling statement that he is daily besieged with requests 
to arrest and punish supposed sorcerers who have cast ‘ ‘  spells ’ ’ 
about their victims and are driving them to the verge of 
lunacy.

It is to be expected that with such a great cosmopolitan 
population as Allegheny enjoys, superstitions transplanted from 
faraway lands would flourish among the foreign and negro ele­
ments. The negro and Latin races will probably always be 
inclined to superstition. Traces of the doctrines of the voodoos 
or witch-doctors of Africa, the legends and folklore o f Europe 
and the fantastic superstitions of the Orient are to be found

within the very shadows of our churches and in the midst of 
our civilization. Even educated Italians are to be found who 
believe profoundly in the influence of the “ evil-eye,”  and al­
most every race has its pet superstition, but it is neither the 
negroes nor foreign classes who have alarmed the officials by 
appealing from the evils of superstition, as the many cases 
which have been brought to the attention of Superintendent 
Bell are almost without exception native-born white persons.

Mr. Bell said:
‘ ‘ It seems almost ridiculous to talk of persons being literally 

ruined by ‘ hoodoos’ and evil ‘ spells’ cast upon them by mys­
terious conjurers in these enlightened times, and if  I  had not 
the evidence of my own eyes I would doubt the truth of many 
of the cases which are to be found upon our records. Never 
before in my long experience in the Humane Society have I 
known evil superstition to be so prevalent and to have such 
alarming results. The epidemic is growing worse every day 
and it is time for some radical action to be taken.

“ One of the first cases called to my attention seemed to me 
to be particularly distressing, as I had known the victim of 
the delusion before she came under the ‘ influence’ o f some 
alleged evil spirit. An attractive young woman and exceed­
ingly capable stenographer who had been employed for years 
by a well-known alderman came to me and told me that she 
had been forced to give up her employment, as she could not 
work on account of a ‘ spell’ having been cast upon her; she 
said that voices came to her while she was at work, calling 
upon her to ‘ come, come, come,’ and whispering strange things 
in her ears, driving her to distraction.

“ I laughed at the girl when she asked me to stop the 
people who were hounding her, but she came back again and 
again, and as she seemed to be a nervous and mental wreck 
from harping on the one subject and brooding over the ever­
present spirit voices, I resolved to investigate the case and 
if  possible arrest and make an example of the person who had 
so worked upon her mind as to wreck her life. She said that 
she had been to spiritualistic circles and a certain medium 
had cast the spell upon her. My investigation secured no evi­
dence, as every person she mentioned professed entire igno­
rance of the matter.

PUZZLING CASES COME TO LIGHT
“ The affair puzzled me, as I  saw that the girl was really 

seriously affected by the delusions. She was unable to keep 
any position, not even where only the simplest housework was 
involved, and she is today sinking lower and lower in the 
social scale. Other cases which have been brought to my notice 
in great numbers during the past few months are just as 
puzzling. Although such investigations are really outside of 
my jurisdiction, I  am willing to make every effort to have a 
test case of the prosecution of the persons responsible for 
this deplorable condition of affairs if I  can secure the evi­
dence. Positive proof must be secured, however, that some 
person is responsible for the wrecking of a life in this manner. 
An attempt to try a case with little evidence would only result 
in failure, as such a case is sure to seem ridiculous to the 
skeptical. In no one of the many cases has such evidence been 
produced, but still the victims come with their complaints, and 
they are increasing in number every day.

“ Not only women, but men come to me, and one and all 
complain of being mesmerized, hypnotized or enchanted in some 
manner by persons who wish to persecute them.

“ Just last week a nice little woman and her husband came 
to me and asked that I stop the people who had cast a spell 
over them and were hounding them to death by sending spirits 
constantly about with them wherever they went. The man was 
a big, husky fellow, and I inquired particularly if  he drank. 
I thought it might be some other kind of spirits which was 
annoying him, but they stuck to their story and seemed to 
believe firmly in the delusion.

“ Persons of all walks of life are among the complainants,
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but the majority o f them have been attending spiritualistic cir­
cles and associating frith mediums before the ‘ voices’ begin to 
bother them. One man who was a solicitor was forced to 
give up his work, as a ‘ voice’ constantly whispered to him, 
and it apparently was not the ‘ still, small voice’ o f his con­
science.

“ Probably the saddest of these cases which I  have had 
called to my attention was that of a young girl whom I had 
aided years ago when she came under my jurisdiction. She 
was a healthy, strong girl then, but when she came to my 
office the other day she was a physical wreck, nervous, shiver­
ing, with fear depicted in her every expression. I  was told 
by the people whose home she was leaving that they did not 
care to have her there any longer, as she imagined that some­
one was talking to her all the time. In her tearful story she 
told me the ‘ voices’ never leave her.”

ABE NOT ANARCHISTS DEMENTED?
The most charitable view of the following news item from 

the public press is to suppose the writer and his friends de­
mented. Of foreign birth, born under unfavorable conditions, 
their minds seem to be poisoned. And yet many Socialists feel 
aggrieved when we point out that the end of Socialism will be 
anarchy! Unsuccess, want and hopeless despair will eventually 
produce just such dementia in very many. The item reads:

Court action will probably follow the publication o f a “ call 
to arms”  printed in LaQuestion Sooiale, the leading organ of 
the anarchists in Paterson, N. J., and given wide circulation. 
The attention of Prosecutor Emly has been called to the article 
and he said today that he is looking up the law to see if  legal 
steps can be taken against the editors because of the pub­
lication.

Among other things the article says:
“ We invite everybody to get together and arm themselves. 

Seventy-five per cent, have only a knife in the house which 
will cut only onions. It will be a good thing for everybody 
to have a gun. When we are ready the first thing to do is 
to break into the armory and seize rifles and ammunition. 
The next thing is to get hold of the police station and then 
the chief of police will ask for soldiers.

“ Even at that the dynamite is easy to get. Twenty-five 
cents worth will blow a big iron door down. We don’t want 
to forget that dynamite will help to win. Two or three of 
us can defy a regiment without war. We will start when no 
one is thinking anything about it. Then we can beat them 
man for man.

“ At that time show no sympathy for soldiers. As soon 
as we get hold of the police-station it is our victory. The 
thing is to kill the entire force. I f  not, they will kill us.”

WAS IT NOT NECESSARY?
[This article was a reprint of that published in issue of April 15, 1892, which please see.]

“I GO TH AT I M AY AW AKE HIM
John 11:1-57.— a.p b i l  12.

Golden Text:— “ I am the resurrection and the life.
Toward the conclusion of our Lord’s ministry the op­

position o f the rulers of the Jewish church became very bit­
ter, causing Jesus to leave Judea for Berea. He remained 
for some little time near the place where John was preach­
ing at the time of his own baptism. It was while he was 
there that the word was received from Martha and Mary 
at Bethany, saying, “ Lord, behold he whom thou lovest 
is sick.”  From this we know that Lazarus, their younger 
brother, was a very dear friend of Jesus. The message 
was brief; it did not urge him to come nor ask a miraculous 
intervention; it merely stated the fact. In some respects it 
was a grand model of a Christian prayer. The Lord’s peo­
ple may always go to him with full confidence in his sym­
pathy and loving interest in all o f their affairs, temporal and 
spiritual. At first they may feel disposed to ask that their 
own wills be done on earth if  not in heaven, but subse­
quently, if  their spirit of consecration and growth in grace 
continue, they should reach the place where, like Mary and 
Martha, they would be content to state their troubles to 
the Lord and wait for him, thankfully accepting as wisest 
and best whatever he may be pleased to grant.

Then Jesus said, doubtless in the hearing of the mes­
senger that he might report the same, “ The sickness is 
not unto death, but that the Son of God may be glorified 
thereby.”  We are not to suppose that our Lord was mis­
taken, that he expected that Lazarus would not die, rather 
that the result would not be continuous death, knowing 
that he would awaken him. When, two days later, Jesus 
proposed returning to Bethany in Judea, and the disciples 
were fearful, our Lord indicated to them that there would 
be no particular danger. He foreknew all the circum­
stances and perceived that the miracle he intended to per­
form would disconcert his enemies long enough to permit 
of his return to Berea a little later. He explained to them 
the reason for the visit saying, ‘ ‘ Our friend Lazarus 
sleepeth, but I  go that I may awake him out o f sleep.”  
Later he brought this statement down to their comprehen­
sion by saying to them plainly, Lazarus is dead.

There is so much in the view point on every subject. 
From the standpoint of actual fact, barring the divine 
purpose of mercy and resuscitation, it would have been 
proper to speak of Lazarus as being dead in the same sense 
as we would speak of a brute as being dead. But from 
the standpoint of faith in God and in the promise made to 
Abraham, that in his seed all the families of the earth 
should be blessed—from this standpoint Lazarus was not 
dead as a brute beast, but was merely inanimate for a time, 
awaiting the Lord’s due time to call him forth, to re-ani­
mate him, to awaken him from the sleep of death. Our 
Lord stated this on another occasion to the Sadducees, 
who denied a future life, denied a resurrection, saying, 
“ That the dead are to be raised, Moses showed at the bush,

V. 25.
when he called the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  (Luke 20:37.) Our 
Lord’s argument on this is that if  Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob were dead in the sense that a brute beast is dead, 
without hope of an awakening, a resurrection, he would not 
call himself their God. Our Lord closes up the argument 
by saying that from God’s standpoint all live unto him.

And our standpoint must be the divine standpoint; we 
must learn to think in harmony with this divine testi­
mony. Hence we have hope, not only for Christians, saints 
who have died in Christ, but we have also hope for the 
world of mankind—“ asleep in Jesus.”  Their condition 
would indeed be actual death, the same as a brute beast, 
were it not that the Lord has provided in Jesus for their 
resuscitation. But since such provision has been made, we 
are to think of the world of mankind as not being extinct, 
but merely asleep. All those, therefore, who accept the 
teaching of the divine Word, “ sorrow not as others who 
have no hope; for if  we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, let us also believe that those who sleep in Jesus 
[those who are included in the benefit of his sacrifice, 
those who are redeemed by the precious blood, all the race 
of Adam] will God bring from the dead by him.”  (1 
Thess. 4:13, 14.) By him the church will first be raised 
up, to be made partakers of his resurrection, the first resur­
rection, the chief resurrection, sharers of his glory, honor 
and immortality. By him, then, during the Millennial age, 
all the families of the earth shall be awakened, brought 
forth from sheol, from hades, brought to a knowledge of 
the truth—yea, and if  they will receive the message into 
good and honest hearts, they will be lifted entirely out of 
sin and death conditions up to the full perfection of restitu­
tion and life everlasting through him. Well, indeed, may 
all those who trust in Jesus rejoice in him and sorrow not 
in the presence of death, as do others.

“ FRIENDS SORROWING AND JESUS GLAD”
The celebrated Charles Spurgeon, preaching on this sub­

ject, took this as the title of his discourse from the text, 
“ I am glad for your sakes I was not there, to the intent 
that ye may believe; nevertheless let me go unto him.”  
It is well for the Lord’s people, when in a time of stress 
and trouble, sickness, pain and sorrow, to look with faith 
toward the Lord, remembering that their tears and trou­
bles may be made to them, under the Lord’s providence, a 
great blessing. We have an illustration in this lesson: 
Martha and Mary, ministering to their sick brother, thought 
of how the Lord loved him and sent him a message respect­
ing Lazarus’ condition, leaving the matter in his hands, 
trusting to his wisdom and grace, and yet were allowed to 
pass into the still darker shadows of the sepulchre. The 
brother died and was buried. Yea, the Master whom they
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trusted in as the Messiah had not alleviated the sick­
ness, had not hindered the dying, had even allowed several 
days to elapse without a message to them, and Jesus, speak­
ing of all this, said, “ I am glad.”  How shall we under­
stand this? The explanation is given further in our Lord’s 
words, ‘ ‘ I am glad for your sakes. ’ ’ So with us it may 
likewise be true that the Lord will be glad to permit our 
trials and sorrows and tears and difficulties for our sakes, 
that we may thus receive some important lessons which we 
could not otherwise so well learn. One of our lessons is 
that we must trust the Lord where we cannot trace him, 
that we must remember his promise that “ all things shall 
work together foT good to them that love him.”  In the 
case under consideration the sickness and death of a brother 
were part of the all things, and doubtless were inscrut­
able providences to the two sisters. Nevertheless, these 
very experiences no doubt helped in the working out of valu­
able lessons, and no doubt were preparations for closer 
communion with the Lord and for the eternal things.

The noble devotion of the Lord’s apostles is well illus­
trated in the words of one of them: Thomas, addressing
his fellow-disciples, urged that they should not abandon 
the Master, that if  he intended to go to Judea they should 
go with him—‘ ‘ let us also go, that we may die with him.”  
This was the spirit of courage which the twelve shared 
when they accompanied the Lord, and it helps to reconcile 
us to their apparent cowardice on the night o f his be­
trayal, a cowardice which was incited by our Lord’s own 
refusal to accept assistance. It was these men who risked 
their lives to accompany the unpopular Prophet, as they 
supposed, to death, and who later forsook him and fled. 
The lesson to us in this connection is that some of us who 
feel courageous for the Lord and his cause and ready to 
die therefor, need indeed to watch and pray that we main­
tain this disposition and not succumb in the hour of stress.

THE JEWS WAILED, JESUS WEPT
It was the custom of the time to have a funeral service 

of mourning for seven days. Apparently Martha and Mary 
and Lazarus were of a wealthy, influential family and on 
the occasion of their bereavement many friends came to 
sympathize with them, to mourn with them. Jesus did not 
consider it the part of wisdom to go to the horme, which 
he knew would be crowded with mourners, and then go to 
the tomb, so he remained a little distance from Bethany and 
sent word. When the word came that Jesus was nearing, 
Martha went out to meet him; but Mary, bowed with her 
grief and perhaps disappointed that the Lord’s word, ‘ ‘ This 
sickness is not unto death, but unto the glory of God,”  
had seemingly failed, still sat in the house, went not to 
meet him, as though by her actions she would say, “ We 
hoped much, Lord, down to the very last, but now it is too 
late; you allowed the favorable opportunity to pass. We 
are in the midst of our sorrow. How could anything now 
avail us? Lazarus is dead.”  Martha’s greeting, when she 
came to the Lord, was, “ Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother would not have died; but I know that even now 
whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, he will give thee.”  There 
was in this remark something of a suggestion of chiding, 
as though she had said, Why did you not come? but still 
I have faith in you, I realize that you are the Messiah. Our 
Lord’s reply was,

“ THY BROTHER SHALL LIVE AGAIN”
It should be noticed that our Lord did not say, Thy 

brother is not asleep, thy brother is not dead, but that he 
pointed her mind to the resurrection. Are we wiser than 
he? May we, as his disciples, teach anything different or 
in contradiction to what he said? Martha’s answer showed 
that she understood him well and that she had the general 
view of all believing Jews at that time, namely, that there 
was a hope for the dead, both of the just and of the un­
just, in the resurrection, at the last day, at the end of the 
age when the last great day of the great seven-thorusand 
year week shall be ushered in. Our Lord did not contradict 
her thought, but wished to lead her gradually to a realiza­
tion of what he desired to do on this occasion and there­
fore explained that the resurrection power by which all the 
dead should be awakened in due time was lodged in him­
self— “ I am the resurrection and the life .”  Every be­
liever in him, even though he were dead, shall yet live, 
and whosoever then shall live and still believe in him shall 
never die. Our Lord inquired of Martha if she believed 
this view of his power and future work. She replied that 
she did, that she accepted him as the Messiah, the Son 
of God foretold to come. Then she went secretly to her 
sister Mary saying, “ The Master is here and calleth for 
thee.”

Whatever disposition Mary had to resent our Lord’s 
apparent indifference and carelessness of their interest, it
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all vanished now when she heard that the Master had called 
for her. She went forth to the place where he was, which 
evidently was in the direction of the tomb, for the Jews 
who were mourning with her in the house followed her, say­
ing, “ She is probably going to the tomb to weep there.”  
And so when later on our Lord inquired, “ Where have you 
laid him,”  we are not to take it is an indication that he 
did not know, but rather that it was his polite manner of 
saying, Shall we now go to the tomb? Lead the way. 
Truly he who saw Nathanael under the fig tree not only 
knew that Lazarus had been dead four days, but also knew 
where he was buried. He who “ needed not that any man 
tell him what was in man”  would surely know of lesser 
matters more easily discerned.

When Mary saw the Lord all thought of resentment fled; 
she fell at his feet and embraced them and through her 
tears merely said, “ Lord, if thou hadst been here my 
brother would not have died.”  The occasion was a soul­
stirring one— our Lord’s beloved friend in tears at his 
feet, numerous Jews weeping with her, or, according to the 
Greek original, wailing. What effect did this have upon 
our Lord? Was he cold, stern, forbidding? No! True to 
the record, he was “ touched with a feeling of our infirmi­
ties.”  (Heb. 4:15.) He was full of sympathy, he fully 
appreciated the real meaning of death— that it is a curse, 
an awful curse, which rests upon our race. He said noth­
ing by way of assuring Mary that Lazarus was in heaven, 
for he spake the truth, declaring on another occasion, “ No 
man hath ascended up to heaven.” —John 3:13.

On the contrary, entering deeply into the affliction that 
is resting upon our race, under which the Apostle says “ the 
whole creation groaneth,”  our Lord wept. This verse, 
“ Jesus wept,”  the shortest in the Bible, brings to us a 
wealth of assurance that our Lord is sympathetic, that he 
knoweth our frame, that he remembereth that we are dust; 
and it is one of the best assurances that he appreciates all 
that he has promised us in the declaration that our trials 
shall all work together for good to us if  we are his and if 
we are rightly exercised thereby. It is worthy of note 
here that while the word used in connection with the weep­
ing of the others indicates wailing, it is not so with the 
Greek word which refers to our Lord’s weeping; he shed 
tears, but lifted not up his voice in grief; he groaned in 
spirit and was troubled, he heaved sighs, he entered fully 
into the sorrow of his friends. And is not this a lesson to 
all o f his followers, that they, with propriety also, may 
weep with those who weep, as well as rejoice with those 
who rejoice?

The Jews who were with Jesus noted and commented 
upon his sympathy, saying, “ Behold how he loved him,”  
but others criticised him saying, This is the miracle-worker. 
Could he not have helped his friend if  he really loved him?

So there are some today inclined to criticise the Lord 
for permitting sickness, sorrow and death and who inquire 
whether the power of God is lacking or the willingness of 
God lacking that he does not overthrow, restrain these ad­
verse influences now afflicting the human family. The lan­
guage of faith is,—

“ Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.”

The tomb was a grave with a stone at its mouth, 
and Jesus directed that this should be moved. Of 
course, the same power that could awaken the dead would 
have been quite sufficient to roll away the stone also, but it 
seems to have been a rule with our Lord never to do anything 
by miraculous power that could as well be done by human 
agency. We may profitably apply this lesson to all the affairs 
of life and, in harmony with it, when we come to our Lord with 
our griefs and troubles and perplexities and ask for his bless­
ing and overruling providences, should not expect any special 
intervention in matters that are possible to us. Indeed, we 
doubtless would lose a blessing thereby. Who can doubt that 
men who rolled away the stone from the mouth of that sep­
ulchre had a blessing afterward in connection therewith as 
they thought over the matter or told others that they them­
selves had rolled away the stone! Who can doubt that it 
helped to impress the importance of the miracle upon them! 
Let us, then, do with our might whatever we may be able to 
do and wait patiently for the Lord in connection with things 
for which our arm is too short.

“ HE HATH BEEN DEAD FOUR DAYS”
It was the same Martha who a little while before had 

said, Even now I know that whatsoever thou shalt ask of God, 
he will hear thee, and who now protested against the moving 
of the stone from the sepulcher, saying, “ Lord by this time 
he stinketh, for he hath been dead four days.”  She probably
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knew that the Lord had awakened Jairus’ daughter and the 
widow of Nain’s son, but those were cases in which the anima­
tion had been suspended but a little while. In this case, after 
putrefaction set in, neither she nor others would expect that 
any power imaginable could recover the dead. It was with 
this in view, doubtless, that our Lord said beforehand, “ I am 
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent that 
you might believe. ”  It was to be a special lesson not only to 
his dear friends, Martha and Mary, but also to his dear dis­
ciples, and more than this, to all those who would believe 
through his Word. It was a most stupendous miracle 1

Before commanding Lazarus to come forth our Lord prayed 
audibly before his disciples and before the multitude of 
mourners. Here our Lord gave sanction to public prayer, show­
ing that when he objected to the prayers of the Pharisees on 
the street corners, it was because the time and place, etc., 
were unsuitable and because they prayed to be seen and heard 
of men. But in his own case he was acknowledging the Pather 
that all those who stood by might take knowledge that not 
by his own power, but by the Father’s power, as the Finger of 
God, he worked these miracles.

“ I know that thou hearest me always, but because of the 
people which stand by, I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me.”  After this brief prayer he cried with a 
loud voice, or commanded in a loud voice, “ Lazarus, come 
forth’ ’—not secret mumbling, not incantations, not legerde­
main. Quite to the contrary. And this miracle in various 
particulars evidently foreshadowed our Lord’s coming glorious 
work, when, surrounded by his glorified Church, the message 
from on high shall be to all that are in their graves, “ Come 
forth.”  (John 5:28.) Then Lazarus came forth bound hand 
and foot, wrapped with linen cloths. We can imagine better 
than describe the wondrous awe of those who stood by. And 
it was necessary that Jesus should call them to a realization 
of their privilege, saying, “ Loose him and let him go,”  for in 
his burial his jaw had been bound, his limbs wrapped, etc. 
The miracle was well timed, not only for the benefit of the 
sorrowing sisters, but also for the benefit of their Jewish 
friends, many of whom, seeing this miracle, believed on him; 
and in the interest of the apostles, also, who would be better 
prepared thereby for the tests which were to come to them a 
little later in connection with our Lord’s crucifixion.

Meantime, some of the witnesses went their way and re­
lated matters to the Pharisees, with the result that the latter 
aecame all the more determined that our Lord must die—not 
aecause he had done evil works, not because they believed him 
i  bad man, but because they were so thoroughly wrapped up 
in their own plans and purposes in connection with their nation. 
Their argument was that if  Jesus proceeded with his work it 
would not be long before the masses of the people would be 
ready to flock to him, with the result that the Roman govern­
ment, which had given them much liberty in the control of 
their national and church affairs, would take matters entirely 
out of their hands and thus their rebellion and their govern­
ment would be entirely overthrown. It seemed to them to be 
an emergency case which called for drastic treatment. Similar, 
we believe, will be the attitude of ecclesiasticism a little later 
on in the present harvest time toward the last members of the 
body of Christ. What the Sanhedrin there did in determining 
to oppose Jesus, the federation of churches will probably do in 
the way of opposing “ present truth” — after the federation 
shall have become thoroughly organized and vitalized. (Rev. 
13:15.) The plea was that they must do this for the good of 
the cause. Their mistake was in too much self-confidence, too 
much self-reliance upon their own theories as to how the king­
dom of heaven was to be established. The mistake which will 
be made by the Sanhedrin of our day will be along similar 
lines. Praying for centuries, ' ‘ Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done,”  they have entirely misconceived the meaning of the 
words, so that the preludes to the kingdom will appear to 
them inharmonious and as causing destruction.

WHERE WAS LAZARUS?
We have our Lord’s word for it that Lazarus was not in 

heaven, for he said, “ No man hath ascended up to heaven.”  
Indirectly we have the Apostle Peter’s testimony also to the 
same effect, for, speaking of the Prophet David, he declares, 
“ David has not ascended into the heavens.”  (Acts 2:34.) 
Where was Lazarus? What account did he give of himself? 
Not a word is there written on the subject. He had no account 
to give of himself; he was nowhere, he was dead. Our Lord 
lifted his eyes in addressing the Father in heaven, but after­
wards, when he spoke to Lazarus, he addressed the tomb, 
“ Lazarus, come forth,”  and the dead came forth from the 
tomb. This, as we have seen, is a picture, a demonstration, of 
the power of the Lord to testify in advance of how he eventu­
ally will be the resurrection power to the whole world. And 
he himself describing that coming exercise of power represented 
it in the same general tenor, saying, “ Marvel not at this:

the hour is coming in the which all that are in their graves 
shall hear liis voice and shall come forth”  (John 5:28), some 
to full perfection in the first resurrection, the remainder to be 
merely awakened as was Lazarus, but, unlike him, to be then 
granted an opportunity for anastasis, raising up completely 
out of sin and death conditions to the full perfection of human 
nature—a resurrection by judgments or disciplines, rewards 
and stripes.

According to the erroneous view which has become so 
popular throughout Christendom, Lazarus, who was a special 
friend of Jesus and one whom he loved, must have been in 
heaven— not in either purgatory or hell. But how strange it 
would be, if  after he had been in heaven for several days, 
Jesus should do him the unfriendly act of calling him back to 
earth life—and with what haste he must have returned if  he 
laid aside a crown or palm or harp! No! no! All this be­
longs to the foolish imagination and is thoroughly out of 
harmony with the precious lesson of our Golden Text—that 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. By his death he secured 
for Adam and his race a right to re-live and the resurrection 
power is that by which he will bring mankind forth from under 
the dominion of death. Lazarus lost consciousness in his sick­
ness at the time of his death, and received consciousness again 
at the moment of his awakening. In this interim of four days 
he was in death, asleep; as Jesus said, “ Our friend Lazarus 
sleepeth.”  He was not awake in any sense of the word; as 
Jesus testified, “ I go that I may awake him,”  and, as the 
Scriptures elsewhere declare, “ The dead know not anything,”
‘ ‘ There is neither wisdom, knowledge nor device in sheol 
[hades, the tomb, the sleep of death], whither thou goest.” — 
Eccl. 9:5, 10.

We can fancy the awakening of the whole world, and what 
a joyful occasion it will be, as one after another they all come 
forth from the great prison-house of death to be received and 
welcomed by their friends, and to find the earth enjoying 
a large measure of restitution blessings and progressing grad­
ually toward the full perfection of Eden, and their friends so 
far advanced along the way toward perfection and themselves 
surrounded by the blessings and privileges and opportunities 
which the kingdom will afford, with the light of the knowledge 
of God flooding the whole earth! Oh, how different this will 
be from what the heathen have been taught and imagined re­
specting the crossing of the river Styx or their re-incarnation 
in other forms of animal life! Oh, how different it will be 
for many who have heard the false doctrine of eternal tor­
ment or purgatorial anguish and who died in terror lest this 
should be their portion! What thankful hearts toward God 
they will have! Perhaps Satan’s lie may eventually redound 
to the glory of God, and perhaps this is why the Lord has been 
silent for so long and has permitted his holy name to be so 
smirched and slandered and his character so traduced!

“ THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE”
There is a still deeper thought connected with our Golden 

Text which we must not pass by. It is this: We who now 
believe in the Lord and are thereby justified through faith in 
his blood, and who have heard the call to glory, honor and 
immortality and who have accepted the same by a full con­
secration to the Lord—we are sometimes spoken of as already 
having a new life, the resurrection life, as already having 
passed from death into life. This, of course, is a figurative 
use of the words resurrection and life. Reckonedly, we have 
left the old nature and received the new nature from the Lord 
through the begetting of the holy Spirit, and it is this new 
nature which is to be perfected in the first resurrection. And 
since our human natures are reckoned dead from the moment 
that we are begotten of the Spirit, it is quite reasonable and 
proper that the Scriptures should speak of our present condi­
tion as a resurrected condition; that we have risen out of the 
old order of life and hope and aim to new conditions; that we 
have started on the new way to life ; that the present experi­
ences are transforming, and that the grand consummation of 
all this transformation will be the actual change from weak­
ness to power, from the natural body to a spiritual body, from 
dishonor to glory, when we shall participate actually in the 
glorious change of the Lord’s resurrection.

Let us strive to enter into this rest, this blessing! Faithful 
is he who Jias called us to so high a station and privilege, he 
will also do for us exceedingly, abundantly better than we 
could ask or think, according to the riches of his grace. “ All 
things are yours, for ye are Christ’s and Christ is God’s.”  (1 
Cor. 3:21, 23.) In the meantime, to us who live this figura­
tive resurrection life, the Apostle’s words are applicable, For 
me to live is for Christ to live, for he is represented by us; 
we are his ambassadors. Meantime we are also to remember 
that our resurrection hopes are in him; as it is written, “ Your 
life is hid with Christ in God,”  and, “ when he who is our life 
shall appear, we also shall appear with him in glory.”
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