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Nevertheless, I will now state some few facts of the work
done through this branch during the past year, 1906. We
have yet some reasons for believing that we in some lines at
least will be able to do two times so much in this new year
1907 as in the past year. Indeed the ‘‘fields are white to the
harvest’’ here, and we are zealous to be used of the great
King in his reaping work, as he will grant us opportunities
before the closing of ‘‘the door.”’ Besides the wide territory
yet untouched in this country, we have the whole of Finland,
where we hope to find a good number of our Lord’s jewels.
My dear wife has lately tried to do some colporteur work
there and the results were very encouraging. God willing, she
will soon go to Finland again to pursue the work there, and
besides we have now five other good colporteurs engaged here
in Sweden and hope for still more.

During the year we had one General Convention in Stock-
holm, attended by 200 interested friends, and besides this some
smaller conventions in other parts of the country. The Pilgrim
work by Brother Edberg and other dear brethren has been
very much appreciated amongst the friends, and has given
good results. The mileage covered in preaching tours was
11,501, and about 400 meetings were held.

The Swedish Zion’s Vakt-Torn (now 16 pages monthly) has
had 1,184 subsecribers during the year, and we know by a
great multitude of letters that it has been useful and helpful
for many (I would hope for all) of them. We have printed
3,000, as minimum, of each issue, which allows a good deal for
sample copics, answers of special questions to new friends, ete.
We have had the privilege to publish the fifth volume of MiL-
LENNIAL DawN in a Swedish edition (7,000 copies), and we
feel that this solid and precious book has an important mis-
sion to fill amongst the Lord’s Swedish people.

Praying divine grace and guidance for yourself continually
and for all the dear brethren everywhere (whom we hope to
meet before long ‘‘on the other side’’) and asking your prayers
for us here in this part of the harvest field, I am,

Your thankful and happy brother and co-laborer,
Ava. LUNDBORG.
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WORK ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH THE SWEDISH
BRANCH, 1908

‘‘Dawns,’’ various bindings, sold.................. 5,129
Various booklets, ¢‘About Hell,”” ¢‘Tabernacle

Shadows,”’ ete.,, 80ld ........... ..ol 2,184
Annual sets Swedish ‘‘Tower,’’ cloth-bound and un-

bound ...... .. it i e 261
Sample ‘‘Towers’’ and tract numbers of Zion’s Vakt-

Torn free ....cuveeinrinninerneennncnnnnennns 60,719
Expressed in usual form of tract pages.............. 2,026,816
Letters and cards sent out from this office........... 845

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Ezxpenditures
Pilgrim, Convention and other meetings, kr.1,544.71 $ 411.92
For translation, printing, ete.......... kr. 6,647.07 1,772.55
Freight and postage.................. kr. 889.57 237.22
Office expenses, rent, inventory, light,

heat, telephone, ete. ............. kr. 3,596.12 958.70

From Allegheny ..................... 802.75
$4,183.14

Receipts
Voluntary Donations to the Tract Fund. .kr. 3,227.16 $ 860.58
Swedish ‘‘Tower’’ subscriptions....... kr. 1,312.17 349.91
Sold books and other incomes.......... kr. 5,437.14  1,449.90
$2,660.39

Deficit, 1906 ........cccviiiiiiiiiiiiieennnnn, $1,522.75

BRITISH PILGRIMAGE OF BRO. A. E. WILLIAMSON
Barnoldswick, Eng., May 31 Motherwell, Scot., Jun. 10

Glasgow, Secot.,, Jun. 1-3 Dundee, Scot., Jun. 11,12
Paisley, Seot., Jun. 4 Perth, Scot., Jun. 13
Greenock, Seot., Jun. 5 Hawick, Scot., Jun. 14,15
Rothesay, Scot., Jun. 6 Edinburgh, Scot., Jun. 16,17
Gourock, Scot., Jun, 7 Bedlington, Eng., Jun. 19, 20
Uddingston, Scot., Jun, 8 New Castle, Eng., June 21
Glasgow, Scot., Jun. 9 Eston, Eng., June 22, 23
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“GO YE ALSO INTO THE VINEYARD

‘‘Sow beside all waters; thou knowest not which shall presper, this or that.’’—Isa. 32:20; Ecel. 11:6.

If the sowing has bcen a general one with a view to the
gathering of the Lord’s little flock from every nation, people,
kindred and tongue, we must expect the harvest work to be
similarly broad, widely extended. In reply to inquiries re-
specting the African mission: Returns from Brother Booth are
meager as yet. He arrived at Cape Town and at once pro-
ceeded to bring the good tidings to the attention of the Eng-
lish-speaking whites and blacks in that city. He has met with
some success in the sense that a few are hearing gladly. We
hope that some of them will be convinced. Some are inquir-
ing whether or not reaping work could be done in India, Japan
and China. We reply that we have a few WATcH TOWER sub-
seribers in those far-off lands, who doubtless are doing every-
thing in their power, and they will, we feel assured, be prompt
to tell us if there are openings there for the services of the
truth and for the harvest message.

Meantime let us not forget that our own land is the gather-
ing-place for people from every nation under heaven, and is
therefore a fruitful field in a larger sense than any other. The
Lord seemingly held back the discovery of this continent until
the due time, when it would become the gathering-place for the
oppressed of all nations; for the oppressed are specially
amenable to the truth, as our Master’s words indicate, ‘¢ Come
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, and ye
shall find rest unto your souls.’’ As an illustration of the ad-
vantages of the freedom of conscience secured by many who
come to this favored land, we mention two instances which
came under our personal observation. Meeting an Italian
workman casually and finding him to speak broken English
we had a conversation with him, as follows:—

‘“Are you an Ttalian$’’

¢‘Yes, me Italian.’’

‘“Are you a Christian?’’

““‘Yes, me Christian.’’

“¢Are you a Catholic Christian?’’

¢¢No, me Protestant Christian.’’

‘“How does that come? I thought that nearly everybody

in your land was Catholie.
Protestant now?’’

¢¢Me friend comee here, join Baptist Church; me comee
here, he takee me. Now me no pray to Mary, me pray to
Jesus.”’

Another case was that of a Greek who kept a confectionery
store in Virginia, and was reached with the truth by one of
the brethren of his city. His own story to us was:—

‘‘I never knew anything about other religions until I came
to the United States some years ago. I was then surprised to
find various denominations of Protestants, and that the Roman
Catholics here were in the minority. I noticed that many of
the Protestants were quite intelligent, and some of them ap-
parently good people. I visited various churches, saying to
myself, I want to find the truth, whatever it is. A Methodist
minister had a talk with me and urged me to joth his congre-
gation. I teld him that I would do so if I could be convinced
that it was the right one—that I was looking for the truth. It
was not long after this that one of the brethren handed me
a tract, and subsequently I got into conversation with him and
his presentations were more satisfactory than anything I had
ever heard. He brought me the DAwN in English, and with
patient perseverance I was able to read it and to understand
it, and so the other volumes.’’

This brother promptly made some donations to the Tract
fund, sold out his business in Virginia and returned to Greece,
where he has gotten out a translation of several of the tracts
and the first volume of DAwWN. His latest letter says that the
translators are working on the second volume, which he hopes
will be ready this year. The dear brother is throwing his en-
tire heart into the matter, desiring to help the brethren of
his own nationality. Meantime also he visits the ships that
enter his port, and canvasses the passengers and seamen for
English, French, Italian and Greek DAwNS.

Surely, as the Master said at the first advent—The fields
are ripe for the harvest, and he that reapeth receiveth wages.
(John 4:35, 36.) What wonderful opportunities lie right at
our hand! Let us be wise in the use of these, not only pray-

How does it come you are a
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ing but laboring. We must not think of the immigrants un-
generously; they come from countries poorer than ours, but
many of them are bright, and some of them apparently honest-
hearted, and quite likely some of them are at heart true Chris-
tians—the Lord’s brethren and hence our brethren. Let us
be on the alert to do them all the good in our power—to serve
them with that which will do them more good than anything
else we know of.

We earnestly commend the course followed by some of
refusing better situations that would pay larger salaries, be-
cause the labor involved would be more taxing and leave less
opportunity for the service of the truth. We recommend that
situations that pay well and absorb every moment of time ex-
cept that requisite for providing the things that perish be
sacrificed in favor of situations paying less wages but afford-
ing greater opportunity for volunteer work, colporteur work,
etec. We are glad to say this spirit prevails more and more
amongst those who have received the truth in the love of it.
VOLUNTEERS, SHARP-SHOOTERS, COLPORTEURS, PILGRIMS

Try, dear friends, if possible, to secure a blessing by labor-
ing in one of these departments of the harvest work. All can-
not be Pilgrims, all are not qualified for the work, neither will
the funds of the Society permit the engagement of large num-
bers, nor are many necessary, as each little class should have
amongst its own number some possessed of talents which should
be consecrated and actively used in the service of the brethren.
All cannot be Colporteurs, though there is a much wider door
of opportunity here. This service can only be engaged in by
those who are comparatively free from earthly responsibilities
and ties, or who can make themselves free by shaping their
affairs to this end. They must be strong enough to eudure a
considerable amount of walking and the carrying of the books:
they must be neither too young nor too old. Nevertheless this
is a branch of the work which has been greatly blessed of the
Lord, and laborers in this department are usually greatly
blessed spiritually as they seek daily to lay down their lives
for the truth and for the brethren.

HOW CALLED TO COLPORTEURING

Mistaken ideas respecting calls to the ministry have troub-
led the Lord’s people for centuries. Many seem to think
that a mental impression is a call to preach, and insist that
they must preach whether they have a natural ability or not,
and whether they have opportunity or not, and whether people
desire them to preach or not. A call to the Lord’s service
comes through the truth and our acceptance of it. Whoever
has the Lord’s spirit must feel interested in all of the Lord’s
work, and feel called upon to do anything and everything in
his power to forward the same. Who needs more of a call
to the use of his talents in the Lord’s service than is given in
our Lord’s message, ‘‘Go ye, therefore, and disciple amongst
all nations . . . teaching them to observe all things what-
soever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway:
even unto the end of the age.’’

God’s message is so good, so grand, that whoever receives
it into a good and honest heart receives a blessing which so
rejoices him that he must desire to live it, to tell it to others.
That desire is a spirit of the truth. He should follow that
desire, that leading, that love of the truth, that desire to lay
down his life in its service just so far as possible—his limita-
tions being according to his talent and according to the in-
cumbrances and responsibilities which are properly his. A call
to the Colporteur work implies that the person called has al-
ready turned from sin and is endeavoring to live reasomably,
soberly. It involves more, that he has presented himself a liv-
ing sacrifice to God. It involves further that he is so situated
in life that it is possible for him to arrange his affairs with-
out injustice to his own family or to his neighbors, so that he
can be free to take up this work. The call to it consists of the
desire to serve God, to serve the brethren, to serve the truth.
This holy spirit or holy desire should be gratified to the extent
of ability, and should be restrained only by the necessities
above mentioned. If all could realize this privilege and op-
portunity how many there would be to promptly enter this field
of service.

Sharpshooters are those who have no particular time that
they could devote to the Colporteur service, but who, never-
theless, make it their business to sell a considerable number
of DAWNS to their friends and immediate neighbors. They
differ from the Colporteurs in that they do not cover the ter-
ritory. Any one who regularly and systematically canvasses
territory spoils it as such for another for some years. All
such are rated as Colporteurs, and need to have an assignment,
that we may know what has and what has not been thoroughly
worked. Nearly all of the Lord’s dear people should be Sharp-
shooters, and we hope that they are.

‘¢Volunteers’’ is a name applied to those who systematical-
ly undertake the distribution of the WATCH TowER tracts free,
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in their own city or town, etc. Many of the dear friends do
their volunteer work on Sunday mornings, going from house
to house, perhaps having a son or a daughter assist by taking
the opposite side of the street, placing the tracts carefully un-
der the doors and ringing the door-bells. Very many indeed
have been reached in this manner—and the tracts are free and
the freight paid for you. We recommend that the dear friends
in each city and town codperate in this work so that it may
be systematically done everywhere. The present rulings of the
post-office department prevent us from sending tracts by mail
at the usual newspaper rates as heretofore; hence we are more
than ever dependent upon the dear friends for the scattering
of the ‘‘hail’’ everywhere. ‘Do with your might
‘““WHAT YOUR HANDS FIND TO DO’’

An illustration of the blessed influence of this work comes
to our mind as told by a brother who is now deeply interested
in the truth. At the time mentioned he was a railroad ac-
countant, and an attendant of ome of the principal churches
of Washington City. He was born in China, where his parents
were missionaries, and had become accustomed to the religion
of formalism. One Sunday as he came from church he was
handed a tract by one of the brethren, whom he recognized
as a merchant, owner of several stores in the city. He said
to himself, That man is not doing that work for pay, he must
be sincere; I will read the tract. Slightly interested from the
reading of the tract he obtained further reading matter, the
DawNs. Now a bookkeeper in one of Washington’s principal
banks, he is one of the most aggressive of the volunteer force
there, as well as an elder of the church.

We are not to hold back from the service of the truth be-
cause we are well known by our neighbors nor because the
majority of those who distribute tracts and handbills are il-
literate or forced to the service by poverty. Rather we are
to remember that we have given our all to the Lord, not only
our lives but our physical strength, our mental strength, our
reputation and influence and our money. If we made a full
consecration to him we gave our all, and we must judge of
our Lord’s estimation of our attitude by his words, ‘‘He that
is ashamed of me and my Word, . . . of him also shall the
Son of man be ashamed’’ (Mark 8:38); and again, we re-
member the declaration, ‘¢ Them that honor me I will honor.”’
It is not surprising then that we find that those who are most
active in serving the truth and who thus indicate their special
love for it and its authority, the Lord, should have special
evidence of his love to them in their spiritual health and
progress and keeping by his power.

¢“I'm not ashamed to own my Lord,
Or to defend his cause;
Maintain the honor of his Word,
The glory of his cross.”’

The volunteer ammunition (tracts) is now being shipped—
two million tracts. How many of them can and will you use
judiciously, carefully. Let the dear brethren and sisters of
each place, who have not already made application, consider
together and send in a united order as quickly as possible, now
that the fine weather is at hand. We know not how many
more such opportunities will be ours. All around us we see
evidences that the shackles of error are breaking, the dark-
ness of superstition fading away, and that new delusions are
being brought forward by the adversary to captivate those
who are now awakening and beginning to see a little light.
Let us be faithful, us to whom the Lord has been so gracious
in the bestowment of such clear knowledge of his own char-
acter and of the harmony of his blessed Word in the ‘‘Plan
of the Ages.”’

LABORING AMONGST THE COLORED PEOPLE

A short time ago, when first mentioning the African mis-
sion, we called attention to the opportunities that are still
nearer at hand and in which many may engage in the interests
of our black brethren. The more we think of this the more
it appeals to us. In nearly every city of our land there are
colored people whose parents were brought from Africa as
slaves, and who in the Lord’s providence are now free and
able to speak and read the BEnglish language. Many of them
give evidence of deep religious sentiment and fervency of
spirit. Why is not the truth for these? Perhaps the Lord
allowed us to overlook them to rome extent in the past; why
may we not now make a general movement all along the line
for their aid? In many of the little gatherings of those in the
truth there is a surplus of talent and ability to present the
plan of God. Why should not this surplus be turned to the
help of the colored brethren? This may be done by the con-
gregation systematically or may be done individually. But in
either case we would like to be in touch with the laborers, and
be kept informed as to just what is being done. We suggest
that the following plan would perhaps work to advantage
everywhere:

[4001]



(165-167)

Let those who have the time at their disposal and who
have some ability for public address make a thorough study
of the Chart of the Ages, with a view to giving several dis-
courses therefrom. To those desirous of proficiency in this
service we now offcr free a little pamphlet giving outlines of
discourses on the Chart that will be helpful to many. In
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writing for these please give a very brief statement of your
qualifications, the time at your disposal, and the number of
colored churches in your vicinity.

As soon as we are able to judge as to who would be pro-
ficient in this service we will send the outlines of a little plan
of procedure which we believe will operate favorably.

IS THE FATE OF A SOUL FIXED AT DEATH?
From the Buffalo Express, March 25, 1907
A REMARKABLE SERMON BY REV. DR. HOLMES

Westminster Presbyterian Church was filled Sunday after-
noon when the pastor, Samuel Van Vranken Holmes, D. D.,
delivered a sermon on Eternal Hope. This was the fifth and
lJast in a serics of Lenten addresses by Dr. Holmes on Life’s
Last Realities. Dr. Holmes said:

¢‘In concluding our course of studies in Life’s Last Reali-
ties, we come to a problem which, difficult as it is, must not
be shirked. It is a problem to which allusion has heretofore
been made, but which I have purposely postponed for dis-
cussion until the end: What is to be the final destiny of those
who die in their sins?

“¢You will remember that, in our study of judgment after
death, we reached the two-fold conviction that retribution in
the life to come is inevitable because grounded in a general
moral necessity, and that such retribution must necessarily
entail moral separation from goodness and from God. Now, in
the face of these facts, is there any hope of better things for
sinful men hercafter? Or arc we shut up to the belief that
such men must spend an eternity in pain and punishment and
without hope of moral and spiritual recovery? And this prob-
lem has an importance and interest far greater than any gen-
eral speculative concern as to human destiny. I told you the
other afternoon, in our discussion of heaven, that one of its
most blessed realities would be the reunion with those whom
we have loved and lost. And I am sure that, in almost every
heart, there is love and longing for some one who has passed
out of this life, caring little or nothing for Christ or the things
of the Spirit, and whose last days, it may be, were clouded by
sin and shame. What, then, of such? Must we give up all
hope of seeing them again, of meeting them by and by, know-
ing, as we do, that inevitable desolation separates the good and
the evil when the secrets of all hearts are disclosed?

DESTINY FIXED AT DEATH?

¢¢Of course, you know what the teaching of the Church on
this question has been for centuries, and what it continues to
be in certain quarters today. But one must be blind indeed to
movements in the modern religious world who is not aware
ihat a great change has come over the minds of thinking peo-
ple in regard to this matter. For a mighty and ever-growing
doubt has arisen within a generation as to the irrevocability
of destiny at death. The conviction has come to be very com-
mon today among educated men that there is every possibility
of moral change for a human soul in the future life; and this
conviction, too, is based, not on mere human speculation, but
on the unmistakable implications of the Master’s own teach-
ings,

‘‘Personally, I do not believe that Jesus taught the doe-
trine that human destiny is fixed at death, that after the dis-
solution of the body the chance of moral change is withheld
from men, and that those who die in their sins are condemned
to everlasting torment. I believed it once, but I thank God
that I believe it no longer; and the implied threat in that doe-
trine is no more to multitudes of men today than ‘the rattling
of a medicine man’s gourd.” Instead, the world of thought is
rapidly coming to believe that, for every man who survives
the death of the body, there is opportunity given to be united
to God in Christ, and for so long as there is the slightest sur-
vival of individual spiritual life. Moreover, this belief rests
upon solid foundations.

UNDEVELOPMENT HERE

““In the first place, it is a purely arbitrary assumption to
affirm that moral finality is reached at death. Such a doctrine
is not taught explicitly anywhere in the Seriptures, and the
several passages sometimes cited in its support are capable
of very different interpretations—interpretations more com-
pletely in harmony with Jesus’ teachings elsewhere. No more
is there anything in the nature of death itself to put an end
to the possibility of change. Apart from the awe and mystery
attaching to death, there is no reason for assuming that at
its crisis man’s destiny is irrevocably fixed. The entire posi-
tion of the Augustinian theology at this point is pure and
gratuitous assumption.

¢¢On the other hand, a wider observation of this life and
a deeper knowledge of men have conspired to reveal the in-

complete and undeveloped state in which a vast majority of
souls leave the world at death. They do not make sufficient
moral progress here to settle the moral issue involved for all
time. Most of those who die have by no means reached that
stage of character where moral change is impossible. They
are only on the threshold of development. They have just be-
gun to recognize the importance of moral choices. And, as
one of our modern theologians has well put it, ‘It would be
very strange if so solemn an experience as death were with-
drawn from among the experiences that might influence the
final decision of the soul.’

¢‘Moreover, as I tried to point out in a previous address in
this series, no conceivable life in the future can possibly de-
prive men of moral and spiritual accountability. The doctrine
that ‘moral strain’ is only for this life, that in heaven man
is free from moral activity and that in hell his moral responsi-
bility is ended and he is compelled to suffer only for the sins
committed in the flesh—this doctrine is intolerable and impos-
sible. The moment a man ceases to be an active moral agent,
he becomes less than a man, he sinks to the level of an automa-
ton. And if, as is clear, the future life is as morally active
and responsible and as full of solemn ethical meaning as the
present, then a free moral agent will be capable of choosing
good even if he is in hell. Wherever living spirits are, the
law of growth and progress, with all the corresponding pos-
sibilities of degeneration and death, must be carried with them
and must hold for eternity.

CHANCE FOR LOST SOULS

¢¢Now, if all that has thus far been said is true, if the final
destiny of man is not fixed at death, and if moral and spiritual
choices are open to him in the future life, then is it conceiva-
ble that God can fail of winning gracious victories of love over
countless souls whom the world has reckoned lost? Over
against the dogma of a hard and unrelenting theology at this
point, I prefer to place the teaching of my Master in the
parable of the lost sheep, wherein he tells us that the Good
Shepherd will not cease to search for the one that is strayed
and is lost ‘until he find it.” For God will surely never falter
in his quest for the sinning and unrepentant, so long as op-
portunity is left to recover them. Just because God is good
and loving and sovereign, just because of that wondrous divine
compassion which we witness on Calvary, we may have con-
fidence that multitudes of souls without number shall finally
be restored to holiness and happiness and heaven.

¢¢Only let it be remembered that such a restoration will
come about, not through any forensic process or legal fiction,
but through the only salvation that can ever really avail here
or hereafter—the salvation wherein God helps man to make
an end of sin in his own soul, and wherein he imparts to him
the life of the Spirit. No man will ever be saved hereafter
in any way, other than that in which he is saved here. No
redemption is ever possible that does not involve a departure
from sin and a humble, resolute quest after holiness. There-
fore, let no man think that this is an easy doctrine, that he
can keep on sinning and living in selfishness until by and by
an indulgent God will rescue him from punishment by judieial
fiat. This universe of ours is a universe of inexorable moral
laws, and the hope of a final restoration does not mean thal
a single one of those laws will ever be broken. So long as
men continue in wilful sin, no salvation could possibly be ac-
complished. Moreover, delay only renders redemption the more
difficult. Hence it is well that here and now we turn to the
Christ, and begin to find life in him, and through him like-
wise to know God; for the Master has told us that this is life
eternal, to know God and Jesus Christ whom he has sent.

‘¢“And now a single and solemn question remains to be
answered. What if there be any who ghall persistently refuse
to be recovered, who, in a future life as in this, shall spurn the
love divine and sink deeper and deeper in selfishness and sin?
What is to be said of their final destiny? It is certain{. as
has been seen, that persistence in sin makes heaven impossible,
so long as that persistence endures. But, on the other hand,
to posit an endless hell for wickedness is to posit an endless
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dualism, continuMg through the endless reign of sin in certain
hearts. Such dualism would spell defeat for a sovereign God

‘¢There is, however, a simple alternative, and one that I
believe is implicit in the teachings of both Jesus and Paul—
that when a soul, through its persistence in sin, comes to the
point where it is morally irrecoverable, it comes also to its
final death. Paul distinetly tells us that immortality is an
achievement, and the inference is plain that some souls may
finally fail- of immortality, Moreover, throughout the New
Testament, immortality is correlated with goodness, possible
where goodness is, impossible where goodness is not.” With
Jesus the issues of the future are presented, not in terms of
pleasure and pain, but in terms of life and death. ‘For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ®onian
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life.” ‘For what shall it profit a man if he gain the whole
world and lose his psychical life?’ These and other utterances
of Jesus seem to indicate that eternal life is a possibility only,
and is the alternative of death and extinction. The only really
indestructible elements of personality seem to be the moral
and the spiritual. In the processes of organic evolution, ‘the
living creature at no stage remains alive so long, and only
so long, as it conforms to the conditions of living.” Shall we
think otherwise of the human soul? When a soul has reached
the stage of moral and spiritual development which Paul de-
geribes in the phrase ‘being in Christ Jesus,’ it is the pos-
sessor of eternal life. But when a man has continued in sin,
has gone on dwarfing his moral and spiritual nature until
every appeal of God is in vain, is it not in accordance with
the analogies of life that extinetion is the certain outcomae?’’

THE FAITHFUL APPROVED AND TESTED

Review.—JUNE 23.

Golden Text—¢‘When thou passest through the waters I will bewith thee; and through the rivers they shall not overflow thee.”’
—Isa. 43:2.

Reaviewing the lessons of the quarter we find that they in-
dicate that God was seeking for and approving and encourag-
ing and testing those of his people who exercised special faith
m him—to the extent of obedience, to the extent of their
ability. Nor should this surprise us: what other quality could
God seek in any member of the fallen race? Surely he could
not seek for perfection, for his own Word declares explicitly
that ‘‘There is none righteous, no not one.’”” (Rom. 3:10.)
As he sought not the perfect in mind or morals or features,
we ask ourselves what quality would especially commend any
member of the race to the Lord, and our answer is, in har-
mony with the evidences of the quarter, that ‘‘God seeketh
such to worship him as worship him in spirit and in truth’’—
in honesty, in sincerity. Such worship would be impossible
except as it had a basis of faith: as it is written, ‘‘He that
cometh unto God must believe that he is, and that he is the
rewarder of those who diligently seek him;’’ and again,
‘‘'Without faith it is impossible to please God.”’ (Heb, 11:6.)
True, the Apostle writes that love is the principal thing, but
the Apostle is writing to thosc who already have been approved
in their faith. In another sense of the word faith is the prin-
cipal thing, because it is the basis and only condition upon
which any other of God’s favors are now obtainable.

Abraham—what did he do? What great exploits? How
is it written? ¢‘Abraham believed God and it was counted
unto him for righteousness.’”’” (Rom. 4:3.) According to ihis,
faith will hide a multitude of defects? Indeed, according to
the Word, it is only by the exercise of faith in our Redeemer
that we are reckoned as covered with the robe of righteous-
ness, and made acceptable to the Father, and permitted to
stand complete in him.

What was there in Isaac’s experiences in life to mark him
as one of the Lord’s. Isaac did nothing great, nothing won-
derful. He founded no colleges, he built no churches, he or-
ganized no great relief funds, ete., ete., praiseworthy as those
things may be; but he had the approval of God because he also
telieved God.

What wonderful things did Jacob do to give him a place
of such prominence in the history of God’s people, and to make
him worthy to be the father of the nation of Israel? There
is no record of any very wonderful works on the part of Jacob,
aside from the fact that he had a wonderful faith in God.
He Lelieved in the Oath-bound Covenant made to his grand-
father Abraham—it saturated and filled his entire life. Every-
thing in his entire course from first to last was shaned in
accordance with that faith. God counted his faith to him
also for righteousness, and his name has come down to us
amongst others who had the grand testimony that they pleased
God and arc ultimately to have a share in the great work of
God as a reward.

JOSEPH, THE FAITHFUL

Joseph accomplished more than his forbears as resnerts
great and useful work in the world: in the line of God’s
providences he not only saved the nation of Israel, his father’s
house, but also the nation of Egypt from the famine which
otherwise might have destroyed them all. But Joseph is not
brought specially to our attention in the Seriptures hecause
of this great deed. Rather the Seriptures lay as much cem-
rhasis upon some of the smaller transactions of his life. and
recite all of his affairs as evidences of his faith in God. With-
out that faith Joseph would not have heen anything. Tt was
his faith that kept him in good courage and of restful heart
even in the midst of trying circumstances and conditions; it

was his faith and loyalty to the one in whom he believed that
kept him from the hour of temptation while a member of
Potiphar’s household; it was his faith that triumphed in the
prison and gave him opportunitics for eomforting and assist-
ing others, and learning himself to sympathize with those in
distress. It was his faith which prompted him to have that
relationship with God which brought to him the interpreta-
tion of dreams and the exaltation to power and infinence. It
was his faith still that enabled him to use those opportunities
without losing his head, that showed him to have the spirit of
a sound mind.

MOSES, THE MEEKEST MAN

Moses, perhaps more than all the characters of this lesson,
was a mighty man both in word and deed; but while his great-
ness as a leader and a lawgiver shines out and marks him as
a wonderful character, his faith is the most remarkable feature
of his history. Not that in his case or in any of these cases
the matter of faith is specially paraded and held up to our
admiration—rather it is told in that simple manner which
carries with it powerful conviction. We see the faith in its
operation without being told about it. Moses without the
Lord would have been nothing; Moses with the Lord, without
faith, would have accomplished nothing, for God would not
have used him, but would have found another instrument for
his service. It was the combination—God, Moses, Moses’ faith
and obedience—that prompted the grand exhibit which we find
in his life, and constituted him in the eves of the whole world
one of the most gigantic figures of history. So great was
Moses that he could in simplieity and without bombast write,
¢“ A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up of your brethren
like unto me’’—in reference to the great Messiah, King of
kings and Lord of lords.

These things being true teach us that the most important
thing for us, that we mav have the divine favor and approval
and blessing, is first of all that we have implicit faith in God.
And this faith we find both from the Seriptures and from
experience is a matter of development, growth. Our faith
should grow stronger with every day, month and year that we
live, so that our closing days in life would be the fullest of
trust. But here we must note a danger and difficulty amongst
those who seek to cultivate faith: the adversary would present
faith in man and in the words of man and in the theories of
man as instead of faith in God and his Word.

How many have been hindered, turned aside from the right
path, by a misplaced faith! How many today are worship-
ping the creeds and theories of men and neglecting the Word
of the Lord! How necessary to us that, while recognizing the
fact that God has always used mouthpieces and leaders amongst
his people, we should also recognize the fact that Satan has
many mouthpieces and provides many leaders, and that our
method of diserimination as hetween the true and the false
prophets must be hy their faithfulness to the Word of God,
as it is written—¢‘If they speak not according to this Word
it is hecause there is no light in them.’’ (Tsa. 8:20.) Let
us then not only resolve to cultivate faith. but that we make
sure that it will have foundation in the Word of the Lord.
And to thus make sure will imnly such a love for truth, such
an appreciation of the divine Word, as will lead us to spend
time and energy, money, everything, that we may know the
truth and be made free by it. Whoever, therefore, loves
money, praise of men, honors of men, etc., more than he loves
God or his Word, is not likely to obtain or to hold the proper
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knowledge of God, upon which alone the proper faith and
obedience ecan be built.

IN THE SCHOOL OF DISCIPLINE

It was not sufficient that Abraham had faith to begin with,
so that he was ready to follow the invitation of the Lord to
leave his own country for another upon which as yet he had
no claim except the divine promise, It was becaunse Abraham
had such a faith and was able to exercise it that God counted
him worthy to receive promises at all. Then came the test
as to how strongly he would hold to the promises—for instance,
the test respecting his son, whose birth was the very center
of all the divine promises. Twenty-five years did God test the
faith of Abraham on this point until he was growing old, and
Isaac was born when he was a hundred years old. Notice
again how God kept Abraham in the school of discipline, test-
ing bis faith; not testing it with a view to breaking it and
destroying it, but on the contrary applying the tests so as to
increase the faith, to make it stronger and every way better.
Note, for instance, that Isaac was allowed to grow up to be
a young man, and Abraham to pass the time of life when he
might hope to have another son, when God commanded the
slaying of Isaac as a sacrifice. How grand was the faith
that never faltered, that still believed that in his seed all the
families of the earth should be blessed! What evidence we
have here that Abraham was well taught and had learned well
the various lessons under the divine instruction! He was able
to offer up his son, and counted that God was able to raise
him from the dead and thus to fulfil the promise—never doubt-
ing! How such a character must have pleased God! and it
shines out the more because of the darkness and idolatry of
his time.

Consider how Isaac and Jacob were also schooled in ad-
vance, and learned well the lesson of confidence in God and
his Oath-bound Covenant. See the same in the case of Joseph,
whose life was full of adversity and was grandly rounded out
by these trying experiences, his faith becoming stronger, ap-
parently, at every stcp of the journey of life. Note the same
in Moses’ case from first to last. He who was so humble
minded respecting his own talents that he insisted he was
quite unfit to be the leader of the people, after being assured
that God would lead him and use him as his representative
and channel merely—then Moses was willing and ready and
able to do all things through his faith in the Almighty God.
The lesson clearly is that the trials and difficulties, tests ard
disciplines of faith were specially provided of the Lord for
the development of the character of the ancient worthies chief-
ly along the lines of faith; that they not only had faith promi-
nent to begin with, but that God saw to it that this char-
acteristic was more and more a pronounced one in them.

THE TRIAL OF YOUR FAITH

We are glad to have the testimony of the Apostle that
these grand characters of the past met with the divine ap-
proval, and fell asleep in death to await at the resurrection
a grand reward—their trial and testing having been sue-
cessfully finished. But in the same connection the Apostle
tells us that in the divine plan the ‘‘little flock’’ of this
Gospel age has been called to a still higher station and priv-
ilege and blessing than the ancient worthies. The Apostle’s
words are, ‘‘These died in faith, not having received the
thing promised; God having provided some better thing for
us [the Gospel churchl, that they without us should not
be made perfect.”’ Their perfection will be to the human
nature; ours, if we are of the very elect, will be to the divine
nature, far above angels, principalities and powers.

‘What then shall we suppose respecting God’s approval
in the Gospel church, and the tests that he will apply? Can
we think that he would make faith a test in the past and
ignore it as respects the present election? Nay, verily!
Faith is still the test of all who would please God. Bo
then, as God in the past selected for the channels of his
promises and blessings only those who could exercise faith,
we may expect that in the present time the Lord has noth-
ing whatever to offer except to those who can exercise faith
in him and in his promises. We know that this must of
necessity signify that the called of this Gospel age would
be a very much smaller number than the whole population
of the world; and then again we have the further declara-
tion that of the called few will be chosen. What does this
signify exeept that few will prove themselves to have the
requisite faith and obedience to please God, to be counted
worthy a share in the kingdom with his dear Son, our Lord.

And if only those who have faith have been -called
throughout this Gospel age, what shall we say of the test-
ings of faith for these? The Apostle’s intimation is that
their faith will need a great testing. He says, ‘‘The trial
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of your faith is much more precious than that of gold which
perisheth.’’ (1 Pet. 1:7.) Gold has a special value at the
present time by reason of its scarcity—a value that will
perish when with the new order of things it will be as easy
to have gold as to have clay or iron; but the ‘‘little flock,’’
which the Lord is selecting during this Gospel age, is al-
ways to be specially precious in that to this class alone of
humanity, so far as the divine revelation shows, will be
granted the divine nature, with ts glory, honor and immor-
tality., Hence the trial of the faith of this -class is very
precious, a very important matter. None shall be admitted
to that glorious immortality without first being tested and
proven by the Lord. But here again let us remember that
our testing is not as respects the flesh, to see whether or not
we are perfect in the flesh, but on the contrary we are as-
sured that God knoweth our condition—that all things are
open and naked before his sight, and that he declares that
we are all imperfect.

What then is God seeking in us? The development and
perfection of faith! The first element in it is to believe
in him as a faithful, wise, true God; and secondly to believe
in hig revelation of Jesus as his son, and the one through
whom he has provided a covering for our imperfections,
our blemishes, past, present and future. This is the essen-
tial phase which must be held on to, and which he will
therefore test in order to prove our loyalty. This is the
faith that must grow stronger as the days and months and
years roll by. This is the faith through which will be reck-
oned to us the merit of Christ’s atonement, and through
which we will have reconciliation. This is the faith that
must be proven to have such tenacity and strength that it
will trust the Lord even where it cannot trace him, as did
Abraham when he believed that God was able and willing
to fulfil his promise, even though it should imply the res-
urrection of lsaac from the dead. We must learn, we must
develop, at least that much faith also, so that we will be-
lieve in God and the fulfilment of his promises even though
the fulfilment of them signifies not only our own resurrec-
tion from the dead to glory, honor and immortality, but sig-
nifies also an awakening of all the families of the earth
from the prison-house of the tomb, that they may have ful-
filled toward them the gracious promise made to Abraham
—¢¢ In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’’
Without such faith in God and in his promises it will be
impossible to please him and to become of the elect class
which he is now selecting.

“IF GOD BE FOR US’’

Nor are we to worry ourselves to make tests for our own
faith—rather we are to leave the matter in our Lord’s
hands. The tests will probably not come to us along the
lines of our expectancy, but, on the contrary, from unex-
pected quarters. That many such tests are before us in the
““evil day’’ in which we are living, the Apostle assures us.
He tells us that we will require the whole armor of God in
order to be able to withstand the assaults upon our faith in
this time, So subtle will be these assaults that our Re-
deemer tells us that if it were possible the ‘‘very elect’’
would be deceived. But, thank God, it is not possible for
these to be deceived. The Lord has become their refuge
and their habitation; he has accepted the supervision of
their affairs; he will not suffer them to be tempted above
that they are able, but will with the temptation provide a
way of escape. (1 Cor. 10:13.) While we are not to think
it strange concerning these fiery trials, our faith in the
Lord’s testimony respecting them will have mueh to do with
our preparation for withstanding them: if we believe his
Word we will improve every opportunity for putting on the
helmet, the breastplate, the sandals, and for the learning to
use the sword of the spirit, the Word of God, and the shield
of faith, whereby we may quench the fiery darts of unbelief.
Whoever does not take heed to the Word and thus put on
the armor of God is thereby showing his lack of faith, his
unbelief, being disobedient to the word of the Commander.
When he assures us that every man’s work shall be tried of
what sort it is, and that only the gold and silver and pre-
cious stones of divine truth will constitute such faith as will
stand the tests of this day, we may be sure that our Lord
understood the matter thoroughly; and in proportion as we
have this faith we will be energetic in getting rid of any
wood, hay or stubble of our theology, and replacing the
same with the precious things of the divine Word, that we
may be able to stand in the ‘‘evil day,’’ that we may be
counted worthy to be helped of the Lord as those who are
truly his. According to our faith it will be unto us.
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“FAITH CAN FIRMLY TRUST HIM, COME WHAT MAY"’

Our golden text is a very encouraging one. In view of
the fact that all of the called, chosen and faithful must be
required to pass through the school of experience, discipline
and testing with a view to their final approval, how encour-
aging it is to know that the Lord will indeed be with us in
every trouble, that he sympathizes with us in all of our trials,
adversities, afflictions, perplexities, ete., and that ‘‘behind a
frowning providence he hides a smiling face.’’ The waters of
affliction, disappointment, perplexity, trouble, will be about
us, and we are not to float with the current either, but are
to endure hardness as good soldiers. But our source of strength

TCH TOWER
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in battling with the current of life is never to be forgotten—
‘“When thou passest through the waters I will be with thee.”’
Blessed thought! ‘I can do all things through Christ who
strengtheneth me,’’ and he assures us, ‘‘My strength is made
perfect in weakness.’’ (Phil. 4:13; 2 Cor. 12:9.) Our golden
text implies rivers of trouble, but assures us that when we pass
through the rivers they shall not overflow us, they shall not
extinguish us; on the contrary the Lord will pull us safely
over to the other side, where we shall have life, and that more
abundantly, with the glory, honor and immortality which he
will provide for his bride—his elect.

THINGS LAWFUL

1 Corinthians 10

NOT EXPEDIENT

:23-33.—JUNE 30.

Golden Text—*‘It is good neither to eat flesh nor to drink wine nor anything whereby thy brother stumbleth.’’—Romans 14:21.

Our lesson relates to personal liberty, and is interjected
into the regular eourse as a temperance lesson. It is a fact
that no other religious system teaches persomal liberty in the
sense and to the degree that it is taught in the Bible—by
Jesus and his apostles. Even the Jews under the Law were
taught a higher degree of personal liberty than were others in
their day—by the Law itself. The essence of all human re-
ligion and philosophy seems to be the bondage of the indi-
vidual to the customs, the usages, of his forefathers, bound
by ignorance, superstition and priesteraft. It may be argued
that amongst Christians, too, priesteraft, ignorance and super-
stition are quite prominent and weighty. We assent to this,
but point out that such bondage is quite contrary to the teach-
ings of the Scriptures. It is written, ‘‘ Whom the Son makes
free is free indeed’’ (John 8:36); and everywhere the teach-
ing of the New Testament is that ‘‘ Where the Spirit of Christ
is there is liberty.’’—2 Cor. 3:17.

MENTAL POISE OR BALANCE

If so great personal liberty is accorded under the Gospel,
the question arises, Why should there be any difficulty along
this line? We reply that the difficulty lies in the fact that
the Lord’s people, who are given this large liberty as new
creatures, find difficulties to its exercise in their own fiesh—
because of inherited weaknesses, mental and physical; and
they find perplexities and difficulties also because of the gen-
eral undone, fallen condition of humanity, and because human
weaknesses take so many different forms, all of which need
more or less restraint in some form or other. The difficulty
is in knowing how to balance our liberties as new creatures
with these blemishes of the old nature—the natural man. Nor
is it possible to make this question entirely clear to the natural
man beeause, as the Apostle says, ‘‘The natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, ncither ean he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.’’—1 Cor.
2:14.

Even to those whom the Secriptures recognize as ‘‘new
creatures,’’ begotten again of the holy Spirit, the elucidation
of this question is difficult, because so many ‘‘new creatures’’
fail to recognize the difference between the new (I) and the
0ld (I). The newly begotten spirit is represented by the new
will, and the old flesh is reckoned dead when we are begotten
again. The new creature, having no proper body until it shall
experience its resurrection ‘‘change,’’ is permitted to use the
fleshly bodyv as its servant, which is reckoned alive for that
purpose. This body is subsequently reckoned as having passed
from death unto life fo be the body and servant of the mew
creature until the latter shall have eventually experienced its
perfecting in the resurrection ‘‘change,’’ in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye. The Apostle explains this new relation-
ship between the spirit-begotten mind or will and the body
reckoned dead and reckoned as awakened again, saying, ‘¢If
the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit which dwelleth in
you.”” The power of God which was sufficient to raise Jesus
from the dead a quickening spirit is surely powerful emough
to operate in our mortal hodies so as to permit us (new
creatures) to use them in God’s service.

LIBERTY OF THE SONS OF GOD

Let us get the proper thought: The holy Spirit is a spirit
of liberty—God ‘‘seeketh such to worship him as worship him
in spirit and in truth:’’ he seeks not the worship and service
of slaves under bondage and restraints. Hence amongst the
angels we may be sure there is no compulsion to divine service
—they all serve willingly, gladly, joyfully. We may be sure
that it is the ultimate design of God that every creature
throughout the universe which has not and will not come into

absolute harmony with the Creator—no other restraint but
of joyful willingness—shall ultimately be destroyed as un-
worthy of further divine favors unto life eternal. But man-
kind is not in this free condition. The liberty of the sons of
God was lost to our race through the disobedience of our first
parents: we were alienated from God, and came under hie
sentence of death as unfit for eternal life.

The Scriptures tell us that we were ‘‘sold under sin’’-
sold into bondage, servitude, into sin, by the disobedience of
our first parents. The world is still in this bondage, and
hence is not free in any sense of the word, and should not bhe.
As bond-slaves of sin, the world must wait for the deliverance
which God has willed and will fully provide, and of which
the Apostle writes, saying, ‘‘The whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together until now,’’ ¢‘waiting for the
manifestation of the sons of God.’’ ‘‘For the creature itself
also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the sons of God.’’ (Rom. 8:19-22.)
Here the Apostle tells us that the world’s liberty awaits the
dawning of the Millennial morning, when the sons of God,
Christ the bridegroom and the elect church his bride, shall
be manifest in power and great glory as the divinely appointed
royal priesthood, judges for the world—to 1lift them out of
bondage to sin and death, and by restitution processes to give
back to them, by the close of the Millennium, the full perfee-
tion of their human nature and a perfect home, and divine
favor and blessing unto everlasting life—all the unwilling
and disobedient being destroyed in the second death.

‘‘NOW ARE WE THE SONS OF GOD’’

With one voice Jesus and his apostles assure us that those
of the human family who have had the ear to hear and the
heart to appreciate the message of God’s grace in Christ, God
has been willing to accept as sons of God, and to accord to
them the liberty of the sons of God without their waiting for
the times of restitution to secure these favors. Those who by
faith have the eyes of their understanding opened and who
evidently hear, are reckoned as justified—as made right in
God’s sight—because their minds are right, their wills are
right, however imperfect their flesh may be. Those of this
class who consecrated themselves irrevocably to the Lord and
were begotten of the spirit were counted new creatures, of a
new nature, to whom old things had passed away and all things
had become new—who henceforth walked not after the desires
of the flesh but after the desires of the spirit. These are the
new creation, begotten by the Lord’s spirit.

It is to these new creatures that God has accorded liberty
—not to the world nor even to the flesh of the new creation.
The new creature, because in full accord with the Lord, may
be granted full liberty; and hence it is that the church, the
Lody of Christ, is left without bondage to any law except that
they shall love the Lord with all their heart, soul, mind and
strength, and their neighbor as themselves. They are entirely
free within these limitations, which are the very most that
could be granted under the divine arrangement, which recog-
nizes only those who have the spirit of God as being sons of
God and having any liberty whatever as such.

CONFLICT BETWEEN THE FLESH AND SPIRIT

Here arises the conflict: the spirit indeed is willing to use
its liberty only to the glory of God, but the flesh is artful,
cunning, strong. Although condemned to death, ‘‘cruecified
with Christ’’ and ‘‘dying daily,’” as the new creature grows
‘‘strong in the Lord and in the power of his might,’’ never-
theless the flesh—always contrary to the spirit on these sub-
jects—argues for its rights, its privileges, its liberties, in a
manner which the new creature, the new mind, the new will,
must frequently disregard, deny. 1t is a trick of the con
demned flesh to appeal to the new creature along the line of
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personal liberty, pointing out in the words of our lesson that
all things are lawful to it—that is, that there is no law re-
straining its liberty, and that therefore it should grant to the
flesh larger concessions in some respects, at least, than the
world would enjoy.

Our lesson is the Apostle’s answer to such an appeal: he
declares that while nothing is forbidden the new creature un-
der direct divine law, it is also true that there are many
things that would be inexpedient, ill-advised, econtrary to its
best interests, its strengthening, its development: hence such
inexpedient things should be noted, and the interests of the
new creation should always decide the question, although the
new creature, begotten of the spirit of God, loving God
supremely and his neighbor as himself, is forbidden nothing.
It is to be rcmembered, says the Apostle, that not all things
edify, profit, strengthen, build up, encourage. And whatever
is not to edification is not profitable, and is not to be enter-
tained or practised regardless of law on the subject.

‘“‘AM I MY BROTHER'S KEEPER?’’

Continuing his argument along this line, the Apostle shows
that the new creature, while not restrained by law, is restrained
from many things by his own nature. Begotten of the spirit
of love, and loving his neighbor as himself, he is bound to
think not only of what would be harmless to himself but also
to consider what would be helpful or injurious to his neigh-
bor: hence, as the Apostle says, none of us should seek his
own welfare merely, but each also his neighbor’s weifare. In
a word, the Apostle shows that the new creature is his
brother’s keeper in the sense that he must consider his
brother’s intcrests as well as his own. Not that he should
interfere with his brother’s rights, privileges and interests,
and be a busybody in other men’s matters, but that he should
allow the spirit of the Lord, the snirit of love, to so thorough-
ly fill his own heart that he would be a helper and not a
stumbling-block to the brethren and to the world.

These new creatures to whom the Apostle ministered re-
sided in the midst of civilized heathendom, and hence were
exposed to trials along lines very different from those affect-
ing the converts from Judaism residing in Palestine, where the
surroundings would be godly at least. Not that the Christians
of Palestine had no difficulties, for we know that they had
their special trials in respect to the demands of the Law, the
usages of the synagogues and the Temple, ete., but the Apostle
was now discussing the special trials of Christians in foreign
lands. The custom of that time was to offer animals as sagri-
fices to idols, and then to give the carcasses of the animals
to the priests, who in turn sold these through butchers in the
public markets. Hence those who would eat meat at all would
find it almost impossible to avoid eating meat that had been
offered to idols. This was a serious point and a very per-
plexing question: what should they do? Some were stronger
of mind than others, and eould understand that an idol was
nothing, and that therefore the offering of meat before noth-
ing could do it no injury. However, all were not thus minded:
some brethren and sisters were weaker—unable to draw such
a distinetion, and for these new creatures te live conscien-
tiously would mean that they must deny themselves frequently
the use of such meat. The case would be particularly difficult
wher? some of the members of the families were Christians
and others were not. No wonder the Apostle referred to this
guestion in more than one of his epistles and indicated its
importance.

There were two sides to the question: The idol being noth-
ing, the offering of tho food to it being nothing, the personal
liberty question alone would be in dispute, for there was no
law giver on this matter except the law of love. The other
side of the argument would be that the brother who could
not conseicntiouslv partake of such meat might have too much
pride or an insufficicncy of courage to follow his convictions,
»nd might thus violate his conscience in trying to keep pace
with another whose eyes of understanding open more widely
or more cuickly., The Apostle’s exhortation is that these
should be rememhered. and that the one of broader compre-
hension should be willing to consider his brother and not to
stumble his conscience—be willing to refrain from eating such
ment rather than run the risk of injuring his brother, whom
Christ so loved that he died for him.

¢‘EAT, ASKING NO QUESTIONS'’

In the verses preceding our lesson the Apostle urges great
care on the part of believers, pointing out to them that God
delivered the nation of Israel, but that subsequently, because
of their lack of loyalty, he permitted them to die, some for
one offence and some for another. His suggestion is that we,
having been set free from the bondage of Satan, should be
careful how we use our liberty, lest it become to us a snare,
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a stumbling-stone. In view of the prevalemee of idolatry at
that time he felt it expedient to urge the church, saying,
‘“Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry.’’ (1 Cor.
10:14.) He then proceeds to contrast the feast which marks
us as Christians—the Memorial of our Lord’s death—with the
heathen feasts to which many of the Lord’s people would
undoubtedly be invited, and in which they would be exposed
to various misleading influences which might prove injurious
to them as new creatures in Christ, tending to relax their
vigilance over the flesh and to hinder them from progress in
growth as new creatures, He points out that there is a fel-
lowship, a communion, implied in our partaking of our Lord’s
loaf and the Lord’s cup—that we thus indicate that all of the
new creation are members of the body of Christ, participants
in the same joys, blessings, hopes, promises and sufferings.
Then he declares that in the feasts of the heathen not God
but devils were worshipped, and he asks what communion or
fellowship eould there be between the table of the Lord and
the table of devils, and between those who feast at the Lord’s
table on the heavenly spiritual things and those who were
more or less identified with the heathendom of the time. The
implication is that there is no fellowship, no communion.

Although in our day conditions are in many respects much
more favorable, nevertheless there is some similarity. Many
of our dear friends and relatives fail to worship the true God,
the God of love and wisdom and power, but the declaration
is that Christ has been provided as a ‘‘ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.”” Many on the contrary, while thinking
that they worship God, really worship ‘‘doctrines of devils,’’
of which they are ashamed, and by which they are hindered
and restrained from progress in the Lord’s good way. While
we should sympathize with these and with all mankind in their
blindness and superstition, yet what communion, what fellow-
ship could there be between ideas so diametrically opposite?
‘What fellowship of worship and teaching could there be be-
tween such and those who recognize God as the loving, merci-
ful One who willeth not the death of him that dieth, but who
would that all should turn unto him and live, and who has
made a full provision that the knowledge of Christ shall reach
every member of Adam’s race either in the present age or in
the coming Millennial age by an awakening from the tomb.
Surely there can be little harmony between us and those who
believe and teach that God, before he created mankind, de-
liberately planned the eternal torment of the great majority
of them and determined a plan by which only a mere hand-
ful, a little flock, should ever hear of or enjoy a knowledge
of the truth and an opportunity for salvation.

The food upon these two different tables is so very dif-
ferent as to make a breach. Not that we will be out of accord
with our brethren and neighbors, but that to the Lord and
his Word we must be true. We cannot but show forth the
things which we have seen and heard: we love to tell the story,
and to refrain from so doing would be woe to us, ‘‘Woe to me
if I declare not the gospel’’ (1 Cor. 9:16); and again the
Apostle says, ¢‘I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that be-
lieveth’’—and we know that all will be granted an oppor-
tunity of knowing and believing.—Rom. 1:16.

The Apostle points out the reasonable, proper course to
be followed under such circumstances. If a Christian of that
time were invited to a feast he was not bound to suppose that
the meat had been offered to idols, and therefore not bound
to refuse it. On the contrary, he might give thanks and eat
it without injury to his conscience if able to see the matter
in its true, proper light. But if some brother said to him,
The meat provided here has been offered to idols, and I fear
that it would be wrong for us to eat it, then, says the Apostle,
it should not be eaten for the sake of the brother who in-
dicated his own knowledge and fear—for his conscience’ sake
—1lest he should be stumbled. I am to be willing, yea, glad to
deny myself what otherwise would have been my liberty, my
privilege, since my conscience was not at all involved, but
clearly discerned that the idol was nothing and did no injury
whatever to the meat. How grand is this lesson of brotherly
consideration;—yet it is strictly within the lines of the law
of love, for are we not to do to our brother or neighbor as
to ourselves? and would we think it right to risk our own
spiritual standing for a morsel of meat? How then could
we risk our brother’s standing on such a consideration? The
law of our liberty in Christ, love, must govern our conduct
automatically on every occasion. The Lord wishes us to learn,
not as children, certain fixed rules, but as philosophers the
fixed principles which can be applied.

All who have been begotten of the holy Spirit of love will
perceive that the principles governing the new creation are of
very wide application indeed. The committee selecting this
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for our lesson desired that we forget mot the application 6f
this principle to the subject of temperance in respect to alcho-
holic liquors. Surely so grave an evil should not be over-
looked, and to it we might advantageously add the influence
of other narcotics—opium, morphine, cocaine, ete. These evils
which so seriously tempt the human race, which have wrecked
so many lives, blighted so many prospects, destroyed so many
homes, and which annually consume an amount of wealth
which, applied properly, would mean so much of comfort,
blessing and elevation to the race, certainly demand thought
from all who have been begotten of the holy Spirit of love.
Such cannot be indifferent to the interests of their brethren
nor to the interests of mankind in general. True, we have
neither the word nor example of our Lord and his apostles to
the effect that we should leave the more important work of
preaching the good tidings of the kingdom to engage in a
temperance work; but we may be sure that whatever influence
we have that cannot be used in the forwarding of the king-
dom message could much better go to the restraint of this
demoniacal influence in the interest of our fellowmen than to
almost any other cause in the world.

The reason why the kingdom message is given precedence
to all others is that, whatever may be done for the world un-
der present conditions, will be merely palliative and not radi-
cal cures. The kingdom under the whole heavens, the exereise
of divine power in the hands of the glorified Christ, is the
only power to which we can look for the overthrow of these
venomous evils. We may be sure that when the kingdom of
God’s dear Son is established and the will of God begins to
be done on earth as it is done in heaven, it will mean the utter
abolition of every ensnaring and degrading influence—the
bringing of all things into subjection to the will of God in
Christ. We may be equally sure that it would be pleasing
to the Lord that all who would be his true followers should
give no countenance to these evils, nor to any others in the
present time, even though we cannot share with our fellow-
men in the hope that any powers of ours would ever ultimately
put down these terrible evils. We must still wait for God’s
Son and his mighty power to intervene, and hence we con-
tinue to pray and to labor for the kingdom that is to come.

A TERRIBLE AND TRUE INDICTMENT

A minister of God makes the following indictment against
the influence of the saloon:—

¢‘The saloon is the enemy of God. Its forces are against
the forces that make for righteousness. It makes a brute of
the being God created in his own image and likeness. Its
very atmosphere reeks with blasphemv. It is destructive of
all faith, all virtue, all love toward God, reverence for God
and likencss to God. It is the organized expression of the
kingdom of Satan amongst men.

‘It is the enemy of man. It bloats his visage, corrupts
his heart, weakens his will, sears his conscience.

€¢It is the enemy of the home. It puts out the fire, empties
the larder, turns the protector of the family into a thing of
abhorrence, clothes the wife in rags and brings the children
to suffering and shame.

“‘It is the enemy of the State. It is the breeding-place of
all the plots and conspiracies that threaten the downfall of
society. It is the Gibraltar of bad politics. It is the gather-
ing-place of thugs and repeaters, the market of the purchasa-
ble vote, the fountain-head of municipal wrong-doing.

‘“The devil is for it; God is against it. Vice is for it;
virtue is against it. The brothel is for it; the home is against
it. Falsehood is for it; truth is against it. The anarchist
is for it; the statesman is against it. Poverty is for it; plenty
is against it. Misery is for it; happiness is against it. Dis-
ease is for it; health is against it. Death is for it; life is
against it.”’

The Apostle sums up his argument in favor of loving con-
sideration for our brethren and liberty of conscience for our-
selves—¢‘ Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink or whatsoever
you do, do all to the glory of God.’”” More than thirty years
ago this text was so impressed upon the mind of the writer
that he had it beautifully painted on glass and it still greets
the eyes of visitors to the WArcH TOWER office, the Bible
House parlor and the Editor’s study. It is difficult to im-
agine a more comprehensive statement of the Christian’s
liberty and limitations than is expressed in these words. To
whatever extent one learns to govern thoughts, words and
deeds by this glorious precept he is becoming more and more
filled with the spirit of the law of love, strengthened in char-
acter and meet for the inheritance of the saints in light.
This limitation to what wonld be to ‘‘the glory of God’’ will
enter into and affect all the affairs of life if we will only
permit it. A dear brother now deceased told us on the occa-
sion of our first meeting that for years he had been a nominal
Christian, first a Congregationalist and subsequently an Epis-
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copalian, and always fond of his personal liberty; but how,
failing to see the other side of the question, he had allowed
his liberty to lead him into various excesses. He felt that he
was exercising his personal liberty when he drank wine and
occasionally played a social game of cards with the rector of
his church, and generally he felt at liberty to do whatever
would not be in violation of the laws of the land.

His inquiry was, ‘‘Brother Russell, can you explain to
me the change which has come over my life: T do not under-
stand it myself. My friends used to hand me tracts in oppo-
sition to wine and tobacco, ete., but I pooh-poohed them and
said in effect, ‘I am as good as you; mind your own business
and let me mind mine, I am violating no law, I am merely
exercising my personal liberty.’ But, Brother Russell, since
I read MILLENNIAL DawN, Vol. 1, a change has come over
me, and those practices which I once considered my liberty I
now esteem to be my snares and avoid them. The matter
came.about in this way: I first asked myself, Is that time
spent with the rector playing cards a profitable use of my
time? Are you doing it to the glory of God? And as for
the wine, do you use that to the glory of God? I was obliged
to answer both questions in the negative and diseontinued
both practices. It was not long after this that I found my-
self striking a match and about to light my usual cigar. The
thought of doing all things to the glory of God came to my
mind afresh and I said, ‘Can you smoke that cigar to the glory
of God%’ It took a little time to decide the question, for I
had been in the habit of smoking on an average ten cigars
a day. That match went out and I struck another while still
thinking. I finally decided that I could not smoke the cigar
to God’s glory and I threw it away. It was only a short time
after that that I found myself feeling for my fine-cut tobacco,
and about to take it as a substitute for the eigar. Again the
question arose, Can you chew the tobacco to the glory of God?
My judgment answered, No! and I threw away the tobaceo.
I have never used either since. Conscious that the thing that
had influenced me to this course was the reading of the DawN
I reexamined the volume carefully, but could find in it no
tirade against the practices I had just discontinued—no recom-
mendations even along sumptuary lines. I want to ask you
what it was in the DAwN that effected such a revolution in my
life.’”” We replied that the DawN, instead of attacking the
branches of evil, followed the Scriptural course of laying the
ax to the root of the tree. Whoever realizes the true meaning
of his consecration vow, the true significance of his begettal of
the holy Snirit, the true meaning of the perfeet law of libertv
uvnder which he has come, the law of love, will find it ample
for the regulation of all of life’s affairs, for he must *seek
thereafter that whether he eats or drinks or whatever he does
all shall be to the glory of God.

““GIVE NONE OFFENCE’’

The Apostle carries this thought of our personal respon
sibility in seeking God’s glory to its legitimate conclusion.
He shows that we will be disinclined to do anything that will
stumble either Jews or Greeks or the church of God. And
he declares in the last verse of the lesson that this was his
own course in life—that so far as possible in line with his
conscience he sought to be pleasing to all men in all things—
disregarding his own advantage and considering chiefly the
profit of the many that he might do all possible for their
salvation. This noble spirit is the only one consistent with
our law of liberty—Ilove which is always generous, thoughtful
of the interest of others, unselfish, not proud, boastful, greedy;
—mnot ill-mannered, not careless of the interests and feelings
of others, either in the great or in the small things of life—
the present or the future. We are glad that the Apostle was
able to call attention to his own course as an exemplification
of his teaching. And this should be the rule with all of us,
not merely to give precepts but to follow them with example.

The Apostle in the next verse, which should be a part of
the same chapter, says, ‘‘Be ye followers of me, as I also am
of Christ.”” It would have been strangely inconsistent of
the Apostle to set himself up as an example in anything ex-
cept as he had pointed out either directly or indirectly that
he could be an example only because he was a follower in the
footsteps of the Redecemer. Christ is the pattern of us all,
though we may learn to appreciate the grandeur of his example
better by our closer contact with some who are walking in his
steps and with whose experiences we may be able the more
closely to sympathize. O that this lesson of the import of
our law of liberty in all the affairs of life might be with us
with increasing force, not only in our own affairs but also in
our relationship in the church, the body of Christ, that each
might be the more careful as the days go by to exemplify
the love of Christ, the love of God, the love of the brethren—
the love even of our enemies.
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