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the matter: one may have counted from the time the first
gun was fired, another from a period of the general engage-
ment, or what not. No one thinks of questioning the fact
that there was a battle of Waterloo because of these divergent
statements respecting the time it began. So with the matter
of our Lord’s resurrection, the fact that the different records
of it are not in the same language militates nothing against
the fact as a faet. All agree that the resurrection took place
on the first day of the week (Sunday) following the Pass-
over, early in the morning, Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary, the mother of James the Less and of Joses, were there
(Matt. 27:56), and Mark and Luke tell us that shortly after-
ward came Salome the mother of John, Joanna the wife of
Chuza, and other women, who brought spices for a more
thorough embalming of the Lord’s bedy than was possible
on the night of our Lord’s burial, on account of the late-
ness of the hour and the approach of the Passover.

The earthquake had already rolled away the stone, the
sentries had fled in terror from the manifestation of the
angel’s presence—they fled to the high priest, who probably
had engaged to be their paymaster—having them detailed
for a special police duty by Pilate. But the angel, so terrible
to those out of harmony with the Lord, spoke graciously to
those who were his friends, assuring them that Jesus was
risen, and directing them to go quickly and tell his disciples,
algo assuring them that Jesus would go into Galilee, and inti-
mating a general meeting of his friends there, which later
took place. En route they met Jesus, who sent the same
message to his disciples, Seemingly the Lord recognized that
woman can exercise faith more readily than can man, and
here he used them as his servants and mouthpieces to bear
his message—to prepare his disciples, to assist them more
readily to accept the truth of his resurrection. Meantime
the affrighted guard fled and told the circumstances to the
prominent elders who had set them their task and who were
probably special enemies of our Lord. They were assured
that their work would be considered satisfactory if they
would keep the facts to themselves or report that Jesus’
disciples had stolen the corpse. They gave them a hand-
some present for their codperation in this matter and assured
them of protection should their conduct ever be called in
question.

ELEVEN APPEARANCES AT MOST

Tor forty days our Lord was with his disciples before
his ascension, yet he revealed himself to them, according to
the records, not more than eleven times in all—and some of
these instances are probably duplications. His interviews with
the disciples lasted but for a few moments ecach, and were
surrounded by ecircumstances and conditions which said to
them in thunder tones that a great change had occurred to
him—that he was no longer the same being, although he
evidently had the same loving interest ir them as before,
He was still their Lord and Master, this same Jesus, although
no longer Jesus in the flesh. He was ‘‘the Lord, that spirit,”’
a ‘‘quickening spirit.”” To bring the matter more clearly
before our minds let us note the records covering these mani-
festations or appearances, as follows:

ON THE DAY OF THE RESURRECTION

(1) Sunday morning early—to Mary Magdalene—near the
sepulchre at Jerusalem.—Mark 16:9; John 20:11-18.

(2) Sunday morning—to the women returning from the
sepulchre—near Jerusalem.—Matt. 28:9, 10,

(3) Sunday—to Simon Peter alone—near Jerusalem.—
Luke 24:34.

(4) Sunday afternoon—to the two disciples going to Em-
maus—between Jerusalem and Emmaus.—Luke 24:13-21.

(5) Sunday evening—to the apostles excepting Thomas—
at Jerusalem.—John 20:19-25.
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All five of these were on the first day, the resurrection
day, the remaining six appearances being scattered through
the remaining thirty-nine days of our Lord’s presence, as fol-
lows:

THE NEXT SUNDAY—THE EIGHTH DAY

(6) Sunday evening, a week after the resurrection—to
the apostles, Thomas being present—at Jerusalem.—John
20:26-29.

Following this was a long interval apparently in which
there was no appearance whatever, and the diseciples, dis-
couraged, perplexed, resolved to go back to their homes in
Galilee and there to reéngage in the fishing business, con-
sidering that the Lord and his mission had been a failure.
Our Lord evidently expected just such a process of reason-
ing on their part, and his delay was undoubtedly to help
them over the difficulty and to start them afresh as servants
of the kingdom of God on a higher and still grander plane
than their previous ministries had been—under the ministra-
tion of the holy Spirit.

APPEARANCES IN GALILEE

Quite probably three weeks intervened without the slight-
est communication. Meantime the apostles had reéngaged
in the fishing business, when our Lord appeared to them on
the shores of Galilee,

(7) As a stranger on the shore Jesus called to seven of
his disciples who were fishing.—John 21:1-13.

(8) Shortly after the manifestation on the shores of Galilee
Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples on a mountain in
Galilee.—Matt. 28:16-20.

(9) Very shortly after this he again appeared to a gen-
eral company of his followers gathered together by previous
appointment, ‘‘above 500 brethren at once’’—in Galilee.—
1 Cor., 15:6.

LAST APPEARANCES IN JERUSALEM

(10) At the close of the forty days our Lord appeared
to the Apostle James only, probably at Jerusalem.—1 Cor.
15:7.

(11) At the end of the forty days our Lord appeared
to all of the apostles at the time of his ascension. This was
at the Mount of Olives.—Luke 24:50, 51; Acts 1:6-9.

It was years after this that Paul wrote, ‘‘Last of all he
was seen by me also, as of one born before the time.’’ He
was seen of the other apostles as the gardener, as a stranger,
as the Crucified One, etc., ete. but when Paul, the last of the
apostles, saw him it was not so, but as we shall see him by
and by when we are changed to his likeness—he saw him
as one of premature birth. The church of the first-born
are at the resurrection changed to be like their Iiord and
see him as he is. Any special revelation of the Lord might
have been withheld from the Apostle Paul until the same
time except that it was necessary that the apostles should
be ‘‘witnesses,’’ testifiers to the fact that Christ had not
only died but had also risen from the dead; and in order
that Paul as an Apostle might thus testify he was granted
the vision of the glorified one. He saw him as we shall see
him in that he saw him in the brightness of his excellent
glory and not as the others, veiled in the flesh. Thank God
that the time is not far distant when, those who sleep in
Jesus having been changed to his image, we who are alive
and remain shall also be changed, in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye, to be made like him, to see him as he is,
to share his glory. Not all in the same moment, but each
in his own moment, changed instantly—until gradually, thus
being changed by passing from death to life, the full number
of the very elect shall be completed and the reign of glory
shall begin.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

NEW MOTIVES AND METHODS IN FOREIGN MISSIONS |

As general doubt begins to overshadow the Bible and its
teachings, many intelligent people begin to wonder whether
or not there is any future life. Decrying the Bible as the
work of man, all higher ecritiecs and evolutionists are thrown
upon the resources of their own judgment respecting the
future, and they are very conscious that their intelligence
on the subject is a large blank—a guess. Rejection of the
doctrine of eternal torment as the punishment for sin, and
the supposition that that doetrine is taught in the Serip-
tures, was the foundation for their scepticism, which now has
spread so that their entire faith has been undermined, and

what Jesus said of the Samaritans of old is true of them,
‘“Ye believe ye know not what.’’—John 4:22.

The religious instinets of man lead him to some kind of
worship, and a desire to serve his God in some manner,
whether that god be a stick or a stone or the sun or the true
God. Henece Christian people of various shades of faith and
doubt have during the past century contributed liberally for
mission work under the stimulating thought that the poor
heathen were going into death at the rate of 90,000 a day
without a knowledge of the only name given under heaven
and amongst men whereby men must be saved. But now as
doubts become confirmed and faith weakens there is a slacken-
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ing of the energies formerly put forth on behalf of the heathen.
Furthermore it is beyond question that missionary effort has
accomplished little in heathen lands in the way of makin

saints, and that its chief showing has been along the lines o

civilizing influences ‘introduced. And is this not true through-
out Christendom?

The new thought is that this ecivilizing influence called
Christianization can be introduced better and more quickly
by national treaties, ete. Thus Secretary Root’s last visit
to South America in the interest of better business relation-
ship between those countries and the United States is pointed
out by some as having been a great missionary enterprise.
So greatly do the ideas of man gradually swing around! We
quote below from the Springfield (Mass.) Union on this mub-
ject as follows:—

Rev. Newton M. Hall, pastor of North Congregational
Church, preached yesterday morning on the modern motive for
missions, as a timely topic, in view of the meeting of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in
North Adams this week. He showed how the old-time motive
of soul-saving had largely given place to the motive of Chris-
tian work to uplift and better the conditions of the nom-
Christian peoples. He said in part:

‘“We must admit that the impulse for missions simply
from the standpoint of soul-saving is not as strong as it was
a century ago. We may regret this, but we must face the
facts. Yet the interest in missions must not die. No greater
calamity, from both moral and economic standpoints, could
happen to America than to lose interest in foreign missions.
‘What, then, is to be the new motive for missionst It must
be the motive, old, yet new, set forth by Paul in the text; the
oneness of God, the brotherhood of all men as proclaimed
and mediated by Jesus Christ. It is not our ecivilization which
we wish to impose upon alien peoples, for we are far from
being Christian, but the civilization which, please God, we
mean to have. Brotherhood, fraternity, is the message, the
lifting up of other races, not to our level only, but far beyond.

‘‘Now and then you will ind a man who will defend the
religions of the East. Do not believe him. Ask the men
who have lived

‘East of Suez,
‘Where the best is like the worst,’

who have looked the gods of the East in the face, and they
will tell you that the work of Buddha and Krishna and the
rest is the work of the beast.

‘“We want to save men from bestiality and the supersti-
tion of heathendom to the gloxg of the brotberhood of Jesus.
The mission of Mr. Root to South America was in a large
Sense a missionary journey. He went not with threats, but
in the Christian spirit of love and brotherhood. BEvery mis-
sionary is first an ambassador of the Lord Jesus, and then
God’s ordained apostle of liberty and democracy. The peo-
ples of the earth, the downcast, the oppressed, the king-ridden
are on the march to freedom. Missionary aetivity in the
20th century means that we are to aid them in their progress.
The haystack misgionaries sought its individuals. We are
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to seek the nations and help them in the struggle until all
shall come in the unity of the faith, to the kingdom which
hath no end, the joy and expectation of the whole earth.’’
AN APOSTASY OR A REVIVAL

The editor of Ram’s Horn declares that the Christian
church is facing an apostasy or a revival. He says:—

¢‘For nearly twenty years we have been marking time,
but we have not been making progress. True, we have been
adding wealth and numbers, but we have not been gaining
power. Sporadic revivals break out in places, but evangelism
does not spread like a holy contagion. There is no use blink-
ing facts. Conditions are serious. But they are not excep-
tional. Compared with those of some previous periods they
are discouraging, but compared with other epochs they appear
far from hopeless. The march of the kingdom seems to be
measured by the ebb and flow of the spiritual tide. Today the
tide is low. It has been falling steadily since the stirring days
of Dwight L. Moody. There are many signs that low-water
mark has been registered, and that henceforth we will see a
rising flood. But whether it comes this year, or next, or in
five or ten years, Christ’s people will not lose faith or courage.
God is in this world with a ﬁurpose, and that purpose cannot
be thwarted or defeated. e can do wonders with only a
few to help him. He is in need of real Gideons, men and
women whose primary business it is to serve God. Perhaps
there are more of these faithful ones than we realize. Jonah
was deceived by superficial appearances in Nineveh. Doubt-
less there are more amongst us than we think who have not
bowed the knee to Baal. So we will be hopeful and charitable,
yet alert and discerning. God is calling the church and in-
dividual Christians to higher walks of faith and duty. It
must be either advance or apostasy.’’

THE COST OF CONVERSIONS

The value of a genuine conversion from sin to the Lord
—to saintship, to a membership in the ‘‘little flock’’ of the
footstep followers of the Lamb—is almost beyond estimation;
because they are all ‘‘Jewels.”” But when we think of the
common run of church membershi;lli unregenerate, merely bear-
ing a gloss of civilization, the following figures from a more
than ordinarily reliable channel seem very high for the re-
sults obtained. We quote the following from the Pittsburg
Chronicle-Telegraph :—

VILLAGE SINNERS OONVERTED CHEAPLY; IT’S DIFFERENT WITH
THE OITY ONES

Frankfort, Ind., Oct. 11.—~The closing session of the Indi-
ana synod of the Presbyterian church was made interestin
by s report on the money it costs to convert a sinner an
bring him into the church. The report was made by the
Rev. Dr. Donald Morrison, who showed that the cost in cities
with the large churches is greatest.

He found that the average ranges from $27 in villages
to $212 in cities. In large churches the cost is greatly in-
creased. Dr. Morrison showed that the cost of a church for
each sinner brought within its pale in Indianapolis is $620.

There was no adverse comment on these figures. The In-
dianapolis sinner is supposed to be worth the time, effort
and money required to get him into the church.

WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY'S REPORT

DECEMBER 1, 1905, T0 DROEMBER 1, 1906.

Viewed from the standpoint of the great institutions of
the world, Bible Societies, Tract Societies, ete., ours is a very
small work, if the measurement be by the amount of dollars
received and expended; but if the measurement, on the con-
trary, be by the amount of work accomplished, we are cer-
tainly in the first rank so far as we know. We distance all
tract circulators in the tract matter distributed freely, in
the Bible Study Helps put into the hands of the people, ete.,
ete. God forbid that we should boast: we bhave no that
we have not received of divine favor, and if the work has
prospered we believe that it is of the Lord’s providence and
blessing and not by human wisdom and might. However,
surrounded by much opposition from the world, the flesh and
the devil, and the nominal church, we have need to encourage
ourselves in every way possible, and believe it to be the Lord’s
will that we should communicate these encouraging features
to you all, knowing well that you will share in the trials
and discouragements which the Lord forewarned us we should
expect if we would be faithful to him and his Word.

By the grace of God the report of this year is the most
encouraging we have ever had to present to you. It shows
progress, increase, all along the line. But there is one report
we cannot set forth in dollars or figures of any kind, yet it
is the most important of all—the report of the spiritual

condition of those who are in the light of present truth. It
is not for us to judge the hearts except in the general sense
that the Lord directed, that we may know the difference be-
tween thorns and grapes and between brambles and figs.
¢‘By their fruits ye shall know them.’’

%iewing the entire harvest field from this standpoint which
the Lord gives us, we are encouraged to believe that the
spirituality of the flock is as high or higher than it has ever
before been. We feel like saying higher than ever before,
nevertheless remember that the Lord’s dear people in various
uarters have had some very severe trials during the year,
rom which, we dare trust, however, they are emerging purifled
and polished, better fitted for the presence of the King and
for a share of his glory. These trials, for the most part, have
come apparently from the outside: and although the Apostle
suggests ‘‘false brethren,’’ we like to hope that some who
have apparently filled that role were not at heart false, but
merely temporarily blinded by ambition or some other un-
worthy motive; and we like to hope also that, by the Lord’s
grace, some at least of these will ultimately overcome, realiz-
ing the force of the Apostle’s argument that the Lord re-
gisteth the proud and shows his favor to the humble. ‘‘Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he
may exalt you in due time.’’
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Though such storms and shakings may, while being ex-
perienced, seem very disastrous, we feel sure that the Lord
will not forget his own, as it is written, ‘‘ The Lord knoweth
them that are his.”’” We may be sure that he will not suffer
them to be tempted above that they are able—that if they
see to it that their hearts are loyal to him such experiences
will not work them injury but really benefit, for are not all
the Lord’s people to be ‘‘overcomers’’? and is it not by
the ¢‘trial -of their faith’’ that they are to be tested and
proved? and is it not for this reason that the Lord permits
such shakings? And are not the brethren the stronger after
they have passed through such an experience and reached
the further side in safety? Are they not the more reliant
upon the Lord and the power of his might? And will they
not more closely wateh, not only to keep their own garments
unspotted, but to assist all the Lord’s dear flock who may
be in any danger or trouble through their own weaknesses or
those of others?

One lesson in this is that we are our ‘‘brother’s keeper;’’
that in meekness and gentleness we are to be courageous for
the right, for the truth, and thus to assist the weaker omes
of the flock. As the years roll on we may expect more and
more of these testings and shakings and siftings. We are
not to suppose that all who have heard the message and re-
ceived it with joy will ultimately be worthy a place in the
kingdom: hence ‘‘think it not strange concerning the fiery
trial that shall try you, as though some strange thing had
happened unto you.’’—1 Pet. 4:12.

OUR GROWING Z. W. T. LISTS

It is with great pleasure that we announce that our sub-
seription list has grown about 5,000 since our last report a
year ago. Today we have approximately 27,000 WATCcH TowEr
subsecribers, which we may hope represents at least twice or
three times that number of readers. We print 30,000 of each
issue now, which allows some for sample copies, ete. Our
financial sheet shows that our 27,000 subsecribers paid us
$12,666.59. Thus, with 5,000 increase in numbers on our lists,
we have but $542 extra in money to show for it. Some might
say that this was a bad showing, but not so we—we are glad
to have it so. We have known for some time that many have
been interested in the reading of the DAwNs and attending
meetings that have not felt that they could afford to sub-
seribe for the WarcH Tower even at its low price of $1 per
year. We have urged that these be encouraged by all the
dear friends to send in their names either with the subsecrip-
tion price or without it—either telling us that they are too
poor or that they would like to have the Towgr on credit, ete.

The increase of our list with the small increase of money
receipts encourages us to think that some of these friends,
who ought to be getting the WarcH TowEer (free, if they
cannot afford to pay for it), have been reached and are being
thus served with the spiritual food according to the Lord’s
good pleasure. We urge that all the dear friends keep this
in mind—that we are desirous of having on our lists the
addresses of all who are truly interested in the present truth,
in the harvest work and message—especially the consecrated.
If you know of those who are not subseribers but interested
in the truth, assure them of our good pleasure in respect to
the visits of the TowEr whether they can afford to pay for
it or not. Assure them that there are good friends of theirs
and of the truth glad to make good the deficiency, and that
we would much prefer to have them on the lists. Please re.
member, too, that we like to hear from subscribers yearly,
and that those poor who request the TowER are expected to
renew their request each year about June 1st, because that
is a less busy season with us.

THE COLPORTEUR WORK

This branch of the harvest work seems to be particularly
blessed and used of the Lord, and our friends as well as our
enemies are astonished at the results being obtained. In
every part of the civilized world these ministers of the harv-
est time, of the King and his coming kingdom, are going per-
sistently and quietly, making their way against opposition.
Our opponents, indeed, are almost without exception those who
have never read our books or tracts, and we look for great
things from the wide circulation of this reading matter in
the near future. By and by, when some of the changes which
we see clearly set forth in the Scriptures, and which we see
rapidly approaching, shall have reached the world so as to
be visible to others, then we may be sure there will be a
great awakening of the foolish virgin class, a great trimming
of their lamps, a preparation of them for the great time of
trouble through which they must pass to wash their robes and
make them white in the blood of the Lamb.—Rev. 7:14.

It will astonish you all, dear friends, as it does us, to
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find it possible to make a better report this year than last.
When last year we announced that 254,083 copies of the DAwWN
had been put into circulation during the year, we were afraid
to express any hope of even equaling that large number for
the year ensuing. We merely determined to do all in our
power. Now we have to announce to you that during the past
year, 1906, we have exceeded the output of 1905 by nearly 50
per cent.,, the total being 377,959. What this means can to
some extent be grasped when we point out that this represents
an output of over 1,200 volumes for each working day of the
year.

Now, how about next year? Shall we set our standard
higher or lower? We believe that we may not go far astray
if we set our mark for the coming year at 500,000 copies. No
other books in the world are selling at this rate—no, or any-
thing like it!—and no other books in the world carry this
glorious message of the Millennial Dawn, of the Parousia of
the great King, of the harvesting of the wheat, and the things
necessary to the preparation of God’s pcople for a share in
the kingdom. Under God’s providence much depends, of course,
upon each one of our readers, as well as upon the colporteurs
who reach the public in a more direct manner,

The secret of this large output during the year has been
the realization on the part of the dear friends that the harvest
is great and the laborers are few, that the work of harvest
will not last very long, and that he that reapeth receiveth
wages—most wonderful wages of divine favor and blessing
upon his own heart now, besides the gracious things which
the Father hath in reservation for them that love him. The
thought is gradually pressing itself home upon the dear flock
that not many years remain in which this harvest work can
be carried on—that ‘‘the night cometh in which no man can
work’’-——that we are even now approximately in the eleventh
hour. We have every reason to suppose that we shall have
at least three more years of good opportunities; by that time
apparently the forces of evil will be permitted to more or
less shackle and restrain our efforts to tell the good tidings,
because the work of harvest will be nearly ended, the wheat
will nearly all be garnered. With such expectations, hopes,
prospects before us, who that has the opportunity could sit
idly by? Who that has the Spirit of the Lord will not strive
to make opportunity for servicet

We encourage those who are free from encumbrances,
whose hearts are full of zeal for the Lord and his cause, and
who have any kind of reasonable address, to engage in this
blessed service. And as for others, whose time and opportu-
nities are less, we suggest to them that they earn those gra-
cious words which our Lord gave to Mary, ‘‘She hath done
what she could.”’ Do what you can to forward the truth
amongst your friends, neighbors and acquaintances, either by
loaning the books or, preferably, by selling them—because
people will generally read more carefully that for which they
have paid money, from the natural desire to get back again
their money’s worth. And when we consider that these books
are sold at about one-fifth the usual price of such books, and
that the Lord’s message is precious beyond price, we see read-
ily that we are extending the richest and best of bargains to
our dear acquaintances. If each of our readers would sell
during the year but one half-dozen copies, we might feel very
sure of being able to reach the high mark set; and if each
would sell at least a dozen copies, we should be almost certain
of reaching that high mark, love—Service.

THE TRACT WORK OF THE YEAR

Notwithstanding a handicap put upon us by the post-office
department in ruling our Old Theology Quarterly Primary
Scripture Studies as not entitled to the special cheap news-
paper rate of postage, our tract distribution for the year shows
up wonderfully. It cost considerably more, too, for the extra
postage ran into thousands of dollars. However, what we can-
not hinder we must conclude that the Lord has permitted,
and neither murmur nor repine. We are glad that we can
render so good a report for the year.

‘What we term the ‘‘volunteer’’ work has handled almost
all of these tracts. We explain its operation for the benefit
of those unfamiliar. We get out a special issue of our quar-
terly at the beginning of each year and use it as our ‘‘volun-
teer’’ number. All the dear friends far and near, in every
land, are welcome to order of this special issue all that they
can use in free distribution. We pay the freight charges. The
method is that in each little Bible Study class a captain be
elected to take the supervision of this volunteer work. He in
a general way districts the city and asks for the election of
enough lieutenants to take charge of the different divisions
of the city as he outlines them. Then, as many of the dear
friends as can arrange their affairs to suit, meet every Sunday
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for tract distribution, each being enrolled as a worker under
the general direction of the captain and the special care and
direction of the lieutenant. In this way the distribution is
thoroughly done, no part skipped and none done twice, Many
of these companies of volunteers, after having completed their
work of distribution in their own ecity, go out in little bands
of two or three or more to adjoining towns and cities by
electric or steam cars or otherwise. Thus the work of cir-
culating the truth is done in a most thorough manner. Only
districts known to be strongly foreign or Roman Catholic are
omitted.

The dear friends assure us (and we could see it without
their assurances) that this work, whether it accomplishes much
or little for others, is a great blessing to their own hearts.
It certainly does help to develop the courage necessary to those
who would be ‘‘more than conquerois.’”’ Some who at first
felt like hiring newsboys to be their substitutes in the work
have found how great a blessing they have been missing, and
are now engaging regularly in the servicc—soldiers of the
truth, soldiers of the Lord. Amongst those who are thus en-
gaged are many brethren and sisters of fine edueation, good
address, and some of them of considerable business standing
as merchants, bankers’ clerks, physicians, ete. The intelligence
of the person handing the tract or putting it under the door
gives weight and influence to the tract itsclf, and, as for the
day, no better day than Sunday could be found for such a
circulation of the words of the living God. We would be glad
to know that ministers in their pulpits accomplish as much
good by their sermons as do those who thus circulate inter-
esting and profitable discourses free of all charge.

Whatever the world may think of these dear volunteers,
and whether it hates their message or forbears, we know how
the Lord and the brethren esteem them, and that the day is
coming when the Master—who said, If any man be ashamed
of me and of my words, of him will I be ashamed when I
come in the glory of the Father and all the holy angels with
me—to each one of these will say, ‘“Well done, good and
faithful servant, enter thou into the joys of thy Lord.”’ Not
that we are putting works before faith, but as the Apostle
says, we show our faith by our works. We believe, and there-
fore speak—give utterance to the truth, scattering it every-
where by word and pen and printed page. The great Chief
Reaper has so arranged matters as to test us along these vari-
ous lines of love for him, for his Word, for his brethren—
to test our eourage or our shame, to prove whether or not we
are true soldiers of the cross and followers of the Lamb.

All cannot engage in the colporteur work, but nearly all
dcprived of that privilege can if they will engage in the volun-
teer work. If they do not so enmgage we do not judge them:
we will rather think kindly and generously of them, and assume
that circumstances, of which we may or may not have knowl-
edge, hinder them from doing all that they would do in this
blessed work. But God, who knoweth the heart, will say
the ‘‘Well done, good and faithful servant,’’ only to those
who are found zealous in his service. Let us strive to be
pleasing to the Lord; let that be our standard. And in har-
mony with our text for the year let us *‘set our affections on
things above, and not on things on earth.”’ Let us remem-
ber that, whatever the opinions of men may be respeeting us,
we serve the Lord Christ, we have accepted his standard, re.
ceive our directions from him, and are satisfied to be found
well pleasing in his sight, even though some who have named
the name of Christ have not received the truth in the love
of it.—2 Thess. 2:10.

THE, PILGRIM WORK

This branch of the service is, we believe, a very useful one—
one which we feel sure has been very profitable to the Lord’s
dear flock during the year past. The ¢‘pilgrims’’ are brethren
recognized as having not only a clear knowledge of the truth,
but as additionally possessing more than average ability in
its presentation to others. They go from place to place at
the Society’s expense, and meet with the dear friends for
usually about two days at each place. They are prepared to
speak at least twice every day if suitable arrangements ean
be made for them. We urge that not more than one-half of
the meetings at any Flace be for the public, allowing the
other half to be especially for the interested, and we are urging
that the ¢‘pilgrims’’ during the coming year shall make a
specialty of giving examples of the successful way of con-
ducting Berean Studies at each of their visits.

We do this because we know how profitable these studies
are to those who have learned how to conduct them along
proper lines, and how insipid they may be if the real spirit
of them be not caught by the leader and the class. In those
classes where these studies have been most carefully and
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earnestly followed, and where tactful leaders have been chosen
—leaders who will draw the answers to the questions from
the classes rather than give the answers themselves, and then
in conclusion will summarize the answers—results are excel-
lent. We trust that all the dear friends will take hold of
these Berean Studies. The majority of people neither know
how to study nor how to teach, and hence fail to get the real
food, nourishment, out of what they hear and what they read.
Permit the ‘‘pilgrims’’ to help you still more in this diree-
tion during the coming year.

‘¢Pilgrim?’’ appointments are only made where we havo
2 positive request, and each May we publish a series of inter
rogatories, requesting answers thereto from those who desire
‘‘pilgrim’’ visits, that we may judge the better as to the
needs and the possibility for public and private meetings. We
are always glad to receive these from any of the dear friends,
and your ccntributions to the Tract Fund, while appreciated,
are not allowed weight or influence in the matter. We seek
to supply the ‘‘pilgrims’’ where they are needed and would
do the most good, leaving it to the Lord to find the mecans for
the expenses thus incurred. The faet that you may be quite
a distance need not hinder you from answering these questions,
and be assured that we shall respond as well as we are able
to all such appeals and as often as the men and the expenscs
and the money at our command will permit. It is too late
to make the request when you notice that a ‘‘pilgrim’’ 1s
headed your way, for their routes are made out several months
in advance, and they generally go in continuous journey, thus
effecting a great saving of traveling expenses. The labors of
this department and the cost of the same shown in our repoits
will be interesting and are encouraging, though not all that
we could have hoped.

THE YEAR’S CONVENTION WORK

We nced not go into details respecting these gatherings,
as we keep you informed from time to time. We merely
remark here that we are realizing the Lord’s DLlessing upon
this feature of the work more and more. We are finding that
the one-day conventions as a rule are preferable as respects
opportunities for reaching the public, that the general con-
ventions are preferable as respects the assembling of those
who are alreagy interested in the truth, for spiritual refresh-
ment and further development. The latter, we find, can ad-
vantageously cover a longer period of time, even though all
cannot attend throughout the entire session. Some combine
with the conventions their vacation, and anyway are much less
fatigued by baving the convention meetings spread over a
longer period with larger opportunities for rest and social
intercourse in the interim. The general conventions of the
year at Asbury Park, N. J., St. Paul, Minn., and Dallas, Tex.,
were very interesting indeed and we believe highly profitable
to the Lord’s dear people who attended in large numbers.

The one-day conventions are growing in interest and in
results as the dear friends learn the necessity for business
methods in respect to their arrangements. To reach the public
it is necesrary first to have a first-class hall, and such halls
are expensive and cannot be indulged in advantageously un-
less a corresponding amount of money be spent for advertis-
ing purposes. This the dear friends have learned, and, follow-
ing it with sueccess, are greatly encouraged. This year we
have requested the treasurers of these one-day conventions
to send us a report of the total amount of the cost of the
conventions to the local congregations for hall, advertising,
ete., and the amount of the expenses has been credited to those
congregations as so much donated to the Tract Fund. This
item, therefore, swells the Tract Fund contributions and cor-
respondingly appears as an inereased outlay in conuection
with the increased branch of the ‘‘pilgrim’’ branch of the
work. Of late we think it an excellent plan to follow these
one-day econventions and their large crowds with chart talks
on the following Sundays, the latter being advertised at the
large meeting. We thus seek to gather and hold all the in
terest created by the first widely advertised meeting. The
chart talk usually helps to fix the truth in the minds of these
dear friends, and the larger number are thus introduced to
the local classes.

PILGRIM WORK SUMMARY, INCLUDING ALL CONVENTIONS
Total number who served as ‘‘pilgrims,’’ 1906....... 30
Total number of visits made 1,821
Total number of miles traveled in preaching tours....176,167
Total number of public meetings held 1,667
Total number of parlor meetings 3,529

The above does not include pilgrim and convention work
of other lands, Great Britain, Germany, Denmark, Sweden,
Switzerland, France, Italy and Australia.

......................

..................
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NEWSPAPER HARVEST WORK . .

Very few probably realize what a great work is possible
through the newspapers. This work does not conflict with the
other departments of the service, but rather co-operates. The
immense circulation of newspapers in our day amongst all
classes of thinking people gives the public press a wonder-
ful power for good or for evil. Why should we not seek
to use these channels, these implements, in the harvest work?
The Lord directed that in the Jewish harvest the message
should be scattered everywhere, and we apply the same rules
to the present harvest. At the present time and for a good
while back Brother Russell’s discourses are published regularly
in five different newspapers whose combined circulation is
119,000 copies. This in a year represents 6,188,000 sermons
printed and scattered broadcast amongst reading people. Be-
sides this, in all the cities where one-day conventions are
held the newspapers publish one of these discourses. So that
altogether we would be quite safe in estimating that over
7,000,000 sermons were printed and scattered during the year.
While we cannot say that 7,000,000 people were turned to the
Lord and to his truth thereby, we do know that some have
been interested, profited, blest, brought into the truth through
this channel. What more can we expect? Besides, these les-
sons reach many who are not entirely convinced thereby, but
whose prejudice against the truth melts away gradually, pre-
paring them for further blessings of the Lord now or in the
future. The cause is indebted to many of the Lord’s people
for this circulation, for if you did not subscribe for these
journals and thus encourage their publishers many of them
would surely discontinue the service. All subseriptions should
be sent through the Warce Towsr office, except where the
newspapers can be bought on the street.

If these sermons in the newspapers were caleulated on
the basis of tract pages they would represent 20 pages each
or a total of over 140,000,000, We estimate therefore that
this is a very valuable feature of the harvest work. Indeed,
we all know that many will read a newspaper article who will
decline to read a tract. We are looking to the Lord for pos-
sible further opening of doors in this direction, and if we learn
of any way in which you can assist we will be pleased to com-
municate with you. Postal cards to the editors of journals
publishing the discourses serve to show the interest and en-
tourage publishers.

OUR CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT

‘We are always glad to have letters from the interested and
rejoice that the Lord has granted such wonderful opportunities
for mail communication in our day. Should we not estimate
that all these arrangements are designed of the Lord pri-
marily as aids in the harvest work? We see that the harvest
of the Jewish age covered but a small field, Palestine and
vicinity, whereas the harvest of this age properly extends to
every part of the world where there are thoroughly consecrated
Christian people. And yet the same length of time, forty years,
was apportioned to each harvest. How necessary, then, it was
that the Lord should arrange greater convenience for the
harvest work in our day. And how we see that railroads,
steamships, telegraph and mail services all co-operate and were
evidently expected to co-operate as factors in this harvest
work. Shall we say that these things were designed for the
world, and that we are permitted to profit by them? Shall
we not the rather say that these things were necessary and
intended for the harvest work, and that the world is permitted
to profit by them?

Total letters and eards received...........cvvvvvennn 51,656
Total letters and cards sent out..................... 40,681

If sometimes the dear friends receive very brief replies
to their lengthy letters they must not understand this to sig-
nify a lack of appreciation. Your letters are all very welcome
indeed, but especially so if they are plainly written and con-
cisely stated. Some letters do not seem to need a reply. When
you do wish for information please make your question quite
distinet. Do not be surprised if sometimes to your lengthy
questions we send very brief replies, perhaps on postal-eards.
We answer many questions by referring to our wide-margin
Bible, noting there the reference to the treatment of the verse
in the DAWNS or TowErs. We call your attention to the same,
knowing that the printed explanations are much more compre-
hensive than anything that we could take time to write by
pen in a letter. Give us credit always, dear brethren and
sisters, for having the very best and kindest intentions toward
you all and toward the cause we serve, and be assured that
we feel the same interest in those who get their TowErs free
and make no remittances to the Tract Fund. When receiving
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a brief letter reflect that we have 26,000 subsecribers, and that
we write lengthy letters twice every month to every ome, to
you—the various issues of the WarcH TOwWEr., Accept these
as our principal replies to your kind letters, and our brief
replies as mere post-seripts.

In this connection, we remark that the wide-margin Bibles
can no longer be supplied, and the little booklet promised
some time ago, giving helpful references and texts, may be
expected early in the new year. Due notice will be given in
these columns.

HARVEST WORK IN FOREIGN LANDS

The harvest work is prospering greatly in Great Britain
and Australia and fairly well in other quarters, Denmark,
Sweden, Norway, Germany, Switzerland, France, Italy, Greece
and near our own doors in the island of Jamaica—amongst
the colored people. Reports from these fields are crowded out
of this issue, but may be expected in the January lst number

THE FINANCIAL SHOWING

The receipts and expenditures of the year exceed those of
any previous year. Not only so, but the shortage of last year
has been overcome and we have a credit balance to carry over
for 1907. We do not boast;—we are aware that our totals
are as nothing compared with the millions devoted annually
to the propaganda of error in its various compounds and
delusions. Were it not for those millions spent in salaries for
ministers, in church edifices, etc., the bad tidings of greai
misery for all people except the elect would speedily give place
to the ‘‘good tidings of great joy which shall be unto all
people.’’

Evidently the Lord has designed the permission of this
great misrepresentation of his character and name by the ad-
versary who for so long has deluded so many of the true house-
hold of faith and totally blinded those who believe not. (2 Cor.
4:4.) And doubtless, too, it is of the Lord’s permission that
now, as the clearer light shines in upon his Word, that those
millions should gradually turn to the support of that ¢‘religious
infidelity’’ called ‘‘Higher Criticism’’ and its twin sister, the
Evolution theory, which repudiate the Bible record that Adam
was created an earthly image of God and fell into imper-
fection and death through disobedience; that hence the race
needed the work of the Redeemer at Calvary for their for-
giveness; and will yet need that Redeemer’s work of restitu-
tion back to all that was lost in Adam (during the Millennium),
ere God’s plan of salvation is completed. (Acts 3:19-21.)
Doubtless these ‘‘strong delusions,’’ together with that of
spiritism and Christian Science falsely so-called are permitted
now for the testing of Laodicea (Rev. 3:14), the separation
of the wheat from the chaff and tares. ‘‘Even so, Father,
for so it seemed good in thy sight.’’ It consoles us to know
that ‘“The Lord knoweth them that are his,”’’ and that none
of these shall be plucked from his hand, his power, his care.
It will not be possible in this day for those strong delusions
to ‘‘deceive the very elect,”’ however ignorant or humble they
may be.

On the other hand we note that the Lord wonderfully
blesses what money his wisdom does provide. And the very
scarcity of money becomes a blessing in that it encourages
the faithful to economy and self-denials which doubtless inure
to their greater spiritual profit, in various ways. Doing what
we can let us be thankful and content. ‘‘Thy will be done!’’

1906—SUMMARY OF THE OUTPUT—1906
Total output of DAwNs, ‘‘Secripture Studies,’’

cloth bound, sold at eost................... 377,959
Total output DAWN, Vol. 1., magazine form, sold at
COSE sttt it i it et 43,100
Total output of free Towkrs, Tracts and news-
paper publication of our sermons, stated in
usual form of traet pages................. 215,308,672
1906—FINANCIAL STATEMENT—1906
Receipts
‘¢ Good Hopes’’ realized ............. $36,127.02
Tract Fund from other sources....... 29,134.05
——  $65,261.07
Ezxpenditures
Deficit of 1905, paid................. $3,952.73
Pilgrim and Convention expenses..... 11,752.45
For Tracts, f ree TOWERS and news-
paper publishings ............... 36,490.31
Maintenance of Foreign Branches..... 9,715.83
$61,911.32
Balance, overplus, 1906........ $3,349.75

IraLiaN Vol. 1. is again in stock. Price same as the Eng-
lish edition.

FrENCH translation of ¢‘Hell’’ booklet can also now be
supplied at 10c. each, 50c. per doz.
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Let us permit the blessings of this year to encourage and
strengthen and nerve us for the New Year. It may be a
strain upon our faith to expect still greater things in 1907,
but who knows the mind of the Lord to the contrary? Let
us do our parts faithfully and leave the results to him. He
is able to put millions into the work through seemingly nat-
ural means if he choose; and as we approach the close of the
reaping time it should not surprise us to see the work extend
v;lronderfully in the next three years, and then more rapidly
close.
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If we are doing all in our power, let us not worry but go
on contentedly. If we on examination find that we are not
doing all in our power we should not be content, but should
watch and pray and strive to be of those of whom the Lord
will say, ¢‘She hath done what she could.’”’ Remember that
the best thing for your friend to read is Stupies (or DAwN),
Vol. ;. Remember that every DawN reader should be on the
Towser list. Remember that you can at no cost but time be
a ‘‘Volunteer’’-tract distributor.

“IF 1 GO AWAY I WILL COME AGAIN”
Luke 24:36-53.—DECEMBER 23.
Golden Text—*‘While he blessed them, he was parted from them, and was received up into heaven.’’

This lesson connects with our previous one, and is Luke’s
brief summary of our Lord’s manifestations during the forty
days of his presence up to the time when he left his disciples
by ascending to heaven. It presents what in our last lesson
we designated the fifth and eleventh manifestations of the
risen Messiah to his faithful apostles, who were to be his
witnesses to the Jews and indirectly to the whole world. The
forepart, from verses 36-43 inclusive, show how carefully, how
wisely, our Lord presented the truth, so that none of his fol-
lowers would have occasion for stumbling although he well
knew that he was to be for a stone of stumbling, a rock of
offence, to both the houses of Israel, the Jewish and the Gos-
pel nominal churches.

The account graphically sets forth how on the evening of
his resurrection, while his apostles were gathered discussing
the incidents of the day, the reported meeting, interview,
ete., Jesus himself stood in their midst the doors being shut.
No wonder they were affrighted, for they were in a nervous
condition throughout the day, not only fearing apprehension
by the rulers but perplexed respecting the meaning of the
day’s incidents. What could they think now but that a spirit
being stood in their midst? how could any other come in while
the doors were shut? As a matter of fact, we have seen that
although the Lord was put to death in the flesh, he was
quickened, made alive in the Spirit, and that he was no longer
a human being but born of the Spirit, and that it was by
reason of his power as a spirit being that he was able to
come into their presence, the doors being shut.

We have seen that he could have manifested himself as
a spirit being as he did to Saul of Tarsus later, but that
instead of so doing he assumed a body of flesh so that they
might be without distraction. The wisdom of his course is
shown by the alarm of the disciples and his ability to assure
them that what they saw was not a spirit but flesh and bones.
His words were, ‘A spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see
me have.’”’ But spirit beings had assumed flesh and bones as
Jesus did, and had thus appeared to men to deliver divine
messages. We have already noticed such an appearance of
our Lord and two angels to Abraham, and how they ate and
talked with Abraham. Similarly in this case our Lord, to
prove that his body was of flesh and bones, called for food
and ate before them some broiled fish and honeycomb.

Their fears thus allayed, they were the better prepared
to receive the appropriate instructions of the hour—prepared
as they could not have been under any other conditions of
which we can think. Evidently our Lord chose the very best
way of proving the two facts: first that he was risen, that it
was his very self; and, secondly, that he was changed, not the
same as previously, because now, as the angels, he had power
to come and go, to appear and disappear, to assume one form
and clothing or another as suited convenience and the objects
he wished to serve.

OPENED UNTO THEM THE SCRIPTURES

Their fears allayed they were prepared for further in-
struction—sn explanation of the wonderful experiences through
which they had recently been passing. We could hardly think
of our dear Redeemer speaking to his loved ones upon any
other topic at such a time. He explained that what they were
experiencing was the fulfilment of his words while he was yet
with them—intimating that he was no longer with them in the
same sense as formerly. He proceeded to explain to them
the necessity of their trying experience and his, that the Father
had so arranged from the beginning, and had so outlined the
matter in the prophecies of Moses and all the prophets, includ-
ing the Psalms wherever they referred to him. Thus he
opened their understanding, their minds, that they could ap-
preciate the Scriptures. His words served as a Bible Key,
bringing order out of their previous confusion.

The fact that the Scriptures are so written that they can-
not be understood without certain divine assistance is incom-
prehensible to the world. Not seeing the divine plan worldly

minds think it unreasonable that God should hide his pur-
poses from the wise and prudent and reveal them unto babes
(Matt., 11:25); they think it strange that he so arranged his
revelations through the prophets that they could not be under-
stood except as he would furnish the necessary elucidation,
keys or instructions. However, to us who do see the divine
plan with a measure of clearness, it was evidently not only
the wisest way but the best in every sense of the word for
God to arrange his plan so that only those in heart harmony
with him would be able to appreciate it in advance of its ful-
filment, as the Lord declared, To you it is given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom, but to all outsiders these things
are spoken in parables and dark sayings, that they might not
understand; and again he said even to his faithful omes, ¢‘1
have many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear them now.’’
—John 16:12.

The things which our Lord revealed to his disciples on this
occasion as a key to their understanding of the Scriptures
could not properly have been given them previously; those
truths would not have been meat in due season to the house-
hold of faith earlier. They would do them more good now
than at any other time—now that their minds were quickened
and they were awakened, energized by the stirring events and
perplexities; they now were ready to see the course of divine
wisdom in the arrangement of the plan. And is it so now—
today? As one by one the Lord’s people come to that con-
dition of mind and heart development where they are ready for
it the Lord is pleased to give them more light of ‘‘present
truth’’; and when once their eyes of understanding are opened
they wonder why they have been so blind that they did not
see these things before. The secret is that they were not
previously prepared: other lessons must first be learned before
the deeper truths could be appreciated; and the great Teacher,
reading the heart, was able to give them the opening of the
understanding at the appropriate time for the highest welfare
of his followers.

We are not to suppose that our Lord worked some miracle
upon the minds of his followers to open their understanding:
rather we are to suppose that he operated then as he still
operates in giving instruction; that he used natural means,
that he reasoned with them, explaining to them the necessity
for the one feature and the other of the divine plan, until they
got before their minds the logical order and sequence of af-
fairs and were able to some extent to grasp the divine pur-
pose. We are sure, however, that they did not comprehend
the Secriptures perfectly, because this was not to be their
experience, according to our Lord’s own words, until after
he had ascended on high and sent forth the holy Spirit, which
gould guide them into all truth, yea, into the deep things of

od.

What our Lord did do was to give all the details that the
natural man in a consecrated condition of mind eould appre-
ciate and act upon. He doubtless showed them briefly that
the sacrifice of the law typified his own sacrifice, that the
atonement for sin was necessary on a higher scale by better
sacrifices before the real reconciliation could be effected and
the whole world of mankind be permitted to come back into
relationship with God and to have an opportunity for life
eternal. He doubtless showed them that natural Israel was
not worthy to constitute the kingdom class, that therefore
only those accepting him had been chosen—¢‘The election
hath received it and the rest were blinded.’’—Rom. 11:7.

He showed them, further, the work expected of them—to
declare not only his righteousness but that he was the sin-
offering, and that although he died he arose again to give
the blessing as the antitypical High Priest. He showed them
that repentance would be granted through the merit of his
death and the remission of sins, and that this would be open
and applicable to all mankind—all nations. Evidently, how-
ever, he did not explain to them that the Gentiles were to be
fellow-heirs with themselves in the great honor of being the
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antitypical Israel, Spiritual Israel, joint-heirs with Messiah
in the kingdom; because we find that Peter and the other
apostles were quite ignorant of this feature of the divine
plan until the time of Cornelius and the special manifestations
connected therewith. Their witness was to begin at Jerusa-
lem, but not to end there.

¢BEGINNING AT JERUSALEM’’

The call to membership in the bride of Christ must be
thoroughly promulgated amongst the natural seed of Abraham
that it might select as many as were Israelites indeed before
it would be extended to the Gentiles. They were to tarry in
Jerusalem also to await enduement from on high—the holy
Spirit’s anointing and begetting. He referred to the Pente-
costal blessing, saying, ‘‘Behold, I send the promise of the
Father upon you, but tarry ye in Jerusalem until ye be endued
with power from on high’’ The Apostle tells us that the
sending of the holy Spirit at Pentecost became a witness or
sign of God’s acceptance of our Lord Jesus’ sacrifice, and
thus a sign of his acceptance of the church and household of
faith, whose sins alone were covered by that sacrifice. His
words are, ‘¢ Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted,
and having received of the Father the holy Spirit of promise,
he hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear.’’ This
was the seal of the Father’s approval of the sacrifice of Jesus,
and of the forgiveness of sins of those for whom his pre.
cious blood was applied; as the Apostle Paul declares, ‘‘He
ascended up on high, there to appear in the presence of God
on our behalf—as the Advocate of believers, but not as the
world’s Advocate.’’—Aects 2:33.

The record is that the apostles did tarry at Jerusalem
until they received the Pentecostal blessing, and the lesson
to all the Lord’s disciples from that day to the presemt timo
is that none except those thus endued with power from on
high—none except those who come under the blessing of the
Spirit of the Lord, the holy mind of Christ—none others are
qualified to be the ambassadors for God and his representa-
tives before men. When our Lord sent forth his apostles
during his ministry he put his Spirit or power upon them, which
enabled them to preach and cast out devils, in harmony with
his wishes and instructions; but as soon as he was gone they
might do no more work until they received the actual blessing
in their owp hearts.

We fear that a general trouble amongst those teaching in
the name of the Lord today and in times past has been that
they did not tarry until they were endued with the holy Spirit,
but recklessly pressed into the ministry without this, the real
credential of divine authorization. Let us not make the same
mistake; let us realize that work not done under the guidance
of the boly Spirit is sure to be defective and in some respects
evil, and to result in evil fruitage, of which we can see so
much everywhere about us in Babylon. Let us then not only
see to it that we have come under the anointing which has
been on the body since Pentecost, but see also that we abide
in this condition, that we grieve not the holy Spirit, and
that thus we shall be qualified to be witnesses for the truth,
ambassadors for God, servants of the Most High, co-laborers
in the vineyard. At no time was this more necessary than
now in the harvest time. All of the Lord’s people should be
awake to a realization that the truth, the light now due to the
household of faith, is not to be expected through any but
sanctified channels.

““WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS'’

The apostles as witnesses were not merely to tell about the
Redeemer’s virgin birth, nor merely about his holy, devoted
life, nor merely about his Calvary eross, nor merely of our
Lord’s resurrection, nor merely of his ascension, but in addi-
tion to all these facts they are to tell that he was a properly
qualified Redeemer, that he met all the conditions of the law,
and that now he ever liveth to succor those who come unto
the Father through him. How faithfully the apostles per-
formed their mission! how truly, as the Apostle Paul declared,
they shunned not to declare the whole counsel! Wordly wis-
dom might intimate that to own a Master and Teacher who
had been executed as a felon would be to their discredit, and
thoroughly hinder them from progress in gathering followers
to their Leader. But these faithful witnesses consulted not
with flesh and blood as to what they should preach—they told
the story simply in all of its details, not neglecting even those
features which showed their own weaknesses, as in the cases
of Peter and Judas, and the disputing as to which should be
greatest, etc. The truth in the simplicity in which God in-
tended it to be delivered has evidently come down to us in
the Bible account.

‘“HE WAS PARTED FROM THEM'’

Bethany was on the Mount of Olives, but a little distance

from Jerusalem, and thither the Lord led his diseiples at the

ZION’'S WATCH TOWER

(396-397)

end of the forty days, after having given them the various
manifestations of his resurrection and change already men-
tioned. We read, ‘‘While he blessed them he was parted from
them and carried up into heaven.’’ Another account says,
‘A cloud received him out of their sight.”’” We must remem-
ber that the apostles were still natural men, that the holy
Spirit had not yet been shed forth upon them: hence we see
the necessity for the Lord’s giving them such evidence as
natural men could understand.

He could have vanished out of their sight as he did after
talking with them and eating of the broiled fish and honey-
comb in the upper room. But had he so vanished and ascended
to the Father how would they have known about the matter?
Would they not have been in doubt as to whether or not he
had ever gone away to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf?f But when the changed Lord, the quickened spirit,
was about to ascend to the Father, his last manifestation was
in a body of flesh, and he was gradually parted from them
and gradually ascended into the sky and was lost to their
sight, so that they might have before their minds the thought
that he was gone, that they were not to expect him to appear
and disappear in the future as he had done during those forty
days, that they were to think of him now as being with the
Father in the heavenly glory. Now they could call to mind
his promise, ‘‘If I go away I will come again and receive
you unto myself.’’ Henceforth their minds would center upon
his second coming and the glorious things then to be accom-
plished for them and for the world. Douhtiless this was part
of what our Lord made plain to them in opening the Serip-
tures—that he aceepted them and all spiritual Israelites indeed
as his jewels, and was selecting these during this Gospel age,
and at its close would come again and would receive them
to himself as his bride, and establish his kingdom with power
and great glory in the earth.

¢‘THIS SAME JESUS SHALL SO COME"’

Another account tells us that while they were looking
upward to the point in heaven where last they had seen the
Lord, two angels appeared and said to them, ‘‘Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye here gazing up into heaven? This same
Jesus ye have seen go into heaven will so come in like man-
ner as ye have seen him go.’’ The lesson was a complete
one and was well understood by the apostles; they fully be-
lieved that the Master had gone from them and that as truly
he would come again.

They did not forget his statement either, ‘Lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age,’’ but accepted this
properly as signifying that he would be with them in the
plenitude of his power to protect them, to oversee their inter-
ests through various agencies at his command. But as to his
actual presence, that was gone—‘‘Ye shall see me no more
until that day when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord.”’ (Matt. 21:9.) He went from them
quietly, unostentatiously, unknown to the world. Hence his
followers are to be on the wateh for the signs that will indi-
cate the presence of the Son of man in the end of the Gospel
age, and are to remember that it will be in his day as it was
in the days of Noah, men will be eating and drinking, planting
and building, marrying and giving in marriage, not discern-
ing, knowing not that the Son of man is present, that the
Gospel age is closing, that a new dispensation is about to
dawn, to be inaugurated by the complete change of the mem-
bers of the body of Christ, because flesh and blood ecannot
inherit the kingdom.

““THEY WORSHIPED HIM’’

Although our Lord taught us to worship the Father in
spirit and in truth, and again to pray, ‘‘Our Father which art
in heaven,’’ and although the Apostle said, ‘T bow my knees
to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,”’ (Eph.
3:14), nevertheless the general sentiment of Seripture secems
to imply that there will be nothing wrong in our addressing
a petition to our Lord Jesus direct if any so desire at any
time. As the head of the body it is but the appropriate
thing that, as every member of the natural body makes known
it desires, its petitions, to its own head, so the chureh, the
body of Christ, should be permitted to address him, and thus
we read in our lesson that the apostles worshiped the ascended
Jesus—they recognized his greatmess and dignity and honor
as the Messiah, the Son of the living God, the Redeemer of
the world, who in due time shall come and receive his faithful
to himself and establish his kingdom for the blessing of the
world, The Lord’s own words are appropriate here: he says,
‘‘That all men should honor the Son even as they honor the
Father.”’—John 5:23.

Matters had now taken a changed form in the minds of
the disciples: their perplexities were gone, they understood
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why Jesus had died, the necessity for this, and that it was
related to his second coming and the kingdom then to be
established—that it was the very basis of his future work.
They knew not, indeed, how long it would be before he would
come again—the Lord graciously kept this from them lest the
length of the period might have discouraged them. Nor was
it necessary either to them or their successors, because not
one of them would live the entire period, and it was appro-
priate that each one should live his space of years in ex-
pectancy that the kingdom might come in his day, and with
the desire that he might be ready for it at any moment. We
who live today have the happy lot to live ‘‘in the days of the
Son of man’’—in the days of his second presence—in the days
of the establishment of his kingdom-——of all days the best.
Instead of being discouraged the disciples now had great
joy as they waited for the promised holy Spirit of the fiftieth
day. Meantime they were continually in the Temple-—not
that they lived there, but as we say today of a regular at-
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tendant of church, ‘‘He goes to church all the time,’’ mean.
ing regularly. So with the apostles: they were from Galilee,
and had no special business in Jerusalem during the remain-
ing ten days till Pentecost, and they improved the opportunity
of spending much of their time in the Temple, praising God,
thanking him, desiring to cultivate in themselves more and
more the Spirit of the Lord. Applying this feature to our-
selves, is it not true of us also that we have had great joy
from the time the Lord opened the eyes of our understand-
ing, that we might see his Word in its true light, that we
might be his witnesses? All of this class, truly members of
his body, are represented as abiding in the Temple, the Taber-
nacle, the Holy, as the Apostle says: ¢‘We are seated to-
gether with Chrigt in the holies,’’ our hearts have fellowship
with him, prayer and praise and worship seem to rank amongst
the highest and most appreciated privileges. We have less to
ask the Lord for than formerly, more to thank him for, as
we begin to realize what great things he hath done for us.

THE STORY OF JESUS IN REVIEW

DECEMBER 30.

Golden Text—*‘His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.’’
—1Isa. 9:6.

The closing lesson of the year is a review of the quarter’s
study of the blessed Redeemer, and truly the Golden Text
serves well to congregate and crystallize all of our previous
studies of the wonderful character and work of the Prince of
Life, the world’s Redeemer, the church’s Advocate, and soon
to be the world’s Mediator.

Many are the names of the Son of man—the man Christ
Jesus, the Son of God, who was made flesh that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man. The first
name given in the list of the Prophet is called Wonderful,
and is surely appropriate. His is the most wonderful career
and the most wonderful character of which we have any
knowledge. Who else than he left the glories of the heavenly
state for human conditions? as he himself said ‘‘No man hath
ascended up to heaven save he which came down from heaven.’’
(John 3:13.) He alone left the glory which he had with the
Father before the world was; he alone exercised that wonder-
ful faith in the Father which permitted him to sacrifice every-
thing with joy, delighting to do the Father’s will, with confi-
dence that in due time the rewards of the Father’s favor and
love would more than compensate for every sacrifice.

Wonderful, too, was his life amongst men, the Light shin-
ing in the darkness, the darkness comprehending it not. More
and more as we come into the light ourselves we are able to
comprehend this Wonderful One. As the Apostle suggests,
the eyes of our understanding being opened we are able to
comprehend with all saints the heights and depths and lengths
and breadths of the love of God which passes all understand-
ing, such love being manifested, exhibited, illustrated in this
Wonderful One. Wonderful also was his resurrection, the
‘‘first that should rise from the dead,’’ ‘‘the first-born amongst
many brethren,’’ ¢‘highly exalted, given a name that is above
every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should
bow.’’—Rom. 8:29; Col. 1:15, 18; Phil. 2:9, 10.

The second name ou the list, ‘‘ Counsellor,’’ is also appro-
priate. Who else is such a Counsellor? Who else is able to
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities? Who else is
able always to guide us with his eye? Who else has assured
us that all things shall work together for our good? Happy
are they who have made the acquaintance of this Counsellor,
whom God hath set forth to be the satisfaction for our sins
and to be the Counsellor, the Leader, the Guide, the In-
structor of his people, and to bring them out of darkness into
his marvellous light, out of the chains of sin and bondage of
death back to full liberty of the sons of God. Let us more and
more heed the voice from heaven, our Counsellor.

‘‘The Mighty God,’’ another of his names, is also appro-
priate. If the angels were called Elohim, gods, and if the
angels appearing to men in the past were called Elohim,
gods, because they were the representatives of divine power,
surely much more appropriate is the name to him whom the
Father specially sent as his special messenger to men. If
elohim signifies a mighty one, surely he is above the other
mighty ones, next to the Father himself, and may therefore
most properly be termed the mighty Elohim—the Mighty
God—the one mighty amongst the mighty. ¢‘Mighty to save’’
we sometimes sing; yea, says the Word of the Lord, ‘‘He is
able to save unto the uttermost all who come unto the Father
through him.’’ (Heb. 7:25.) Such a mighty Savior we need,
one not only able to sympathize with us and to instruect us,
but able also to deliver us from the evil one and from our
own weaknesses as well as from the divine sentence against

our race as sinners, Let us exult in this ‘‘Mighty One,”’
whom the heavenly Father, Jehovah, has sent forth as the
Arm of Jehovah for deliverance from sin and death.

The title ‘‘Everlasting Father’’ will in due time be ap-
propriately his—but not yet. These words are a piophecy;
some of them have been already fulfilled and others are yet to
be fulfilled. When they were written Jesus had not yet left
the heavenly glory. Jesus is not the everlasting Father to
the church, No; the Secriptures reveal him as our elder Brother,
and again as our Bridegroom. The Apostle most explicitly
tells us that Jehovah is our Father, saying, ‘‘The God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ hath begotten us’’—we are
his children. The dear Redeemer himself taught us to pray,
“‘Our Father which art in heaven’’; and again after his
resurrection he sent the message to Peter and others of his
followers, ‘‘I ascend to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.’’—John 20:17.

In due time he will be the everlasting Father to the world
—+to those of the world who, during the Millennial age, will
hearken to his voice and receive of his life—restitution bless-
ings, Jesus purchased Adam and all of his children by the
sacrifice of himself: they are his, to make out of them every-
thing possible and to bring as many as possible back into
harmony with the Father and to eternal life. They died
under aivine condemnation; what they now need is life, and
the Father has arranged that Jesus may be their Life-Giver,
and to this end he has already given his life, purchased them,
tnat in due time, during his Millennial kingdom, he may offer
them the return of all that was lost in Adam, for it is written,
‘‘He came to seek and to save that which was lost.’’

Since that life which Jesus will give to the world during
the Millennial age is the fruitage of his own sacrifice, there-
fore he is said to be the Father, the Life-Giver to the world.
And since the life that he will give will not be merely a
temporary one, but by obedience to him all those who receive
of his life may be brought to perfection, and maintain that
life eternally, therefore he is the Everlasting Father. He
gives the everlasting life in contradistinetion to Adam, who
attempted to be the Father to the race, but through his dis-
obedience brought forth his children to a dying condition.
Not so the everlasting life: the life which he gives to his
children during the period of the Millennium, and which will
accomplish the regeneration of the world, or of so many of
the world as will accept his favor, will be unto life eternal.

Not yet is he the Prince of Peace and King of Glory,
but very soon he will take unto himself his great power and
reign. Far from peaceful will be its beginning. The Secrip-
tural description is that the nations will be angry and divine
wrath will come upon them, and that they shall be broken
in pieces as a potter’s vessel: that the Lord will speak to
them in his sore displeasure, and that there will be a time
of trouble such as was not since there was a nation.

But the Lord wounds to heal, he chastises to correct, and
will not ‘‘keep his anger forever,’’ but will ultimately prove
that he is ‘‘plenteous in mercy.’” The result of his righteous
indignation against sin and all unrighteousness and iniquity
will be the establishment of justice upon a firm footing
throughout the world. Then as a consequence peace will reign
and the King of Glory will be known as the Prince of Peace,
whose blessings will fill the earth for the refreshment of every
creature and the bringing of so many as will into full harmony
with God through the processes of restitution.
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