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cussing their own safety and also the reports of Mary and 
the other women at the sepulcher when Jesus appeared sud­
denly in their midst. They were astounded and fearful. How 
could any being get into their midst while the doors were 
fast? Surely the being before them must be a spirit. They 
were in fear and trepidation, but the Master’s words, “Peace,” 
stilled their fears. He showed them his hands and his side, 
and he ate before them and said, “Handle me and see that it 
is I : a spirit [pneuma] hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have.”  Then were they glad as they realized the truth, and 
so are all glad who realize this great fact of our Lord’s resur­
rection from the dead and who have any conception whatever

its weighty importance as connected with the divine plan 
or our salvation.

W H Y  T H E  D IF FE R E N T  F O R M S?
We may be sure that there was some good and wise pur­

pose served by the Lord’s course—by his appearing in various 
forms and later on vanishing from sight. Nothing, we may 
be sure, was done in vain; everything had a purpose, espe­
cially at such a time. It is for us to reverently examine the 
matter and note the purpose, the object, of such manifesta­
tions. We accept them as follows: (1) Our Lord would
convince them that he was not any longer the fleshly Jesus 
whom they had known for several years; he would convince 
them that although put to death in the flesh he was quick­
ened in the spirit, that henceforth he was a spirit being. 
They knew about angels—Mary herself had seen two in the 
sepulcher; they knew that angels could appear and disap­
pear; they knew that angels could assume human form and 
flesh; they knew from the record that angels had appeared 
to Abraham and had eaten dinner with him, and that Abra­
ham knew not that they were angels until subsequently.

Our Lord would show his disciples that not only was he 
not dead, but that now he could go and come like the angels, 
he could appear and disappear, he could manifest himself in 
the flesh or be present without flesh, he could create clothing 
as easily as the flesh for these appearances and did so, yet 
none of the clothing and none of the flesh were the same that 
they had previously been in contact with. The clothing was 
with the soldiers still—the flesh, we know not where it is; 
we simply know that Jesus was not raised in the flesh, and 
we know also that the elements of the fleshly body are not 
at all necessary to God for the creation of a spirit body.

Our Lord illustrated in his own person the very lesson 
he had given them on the occasion of the visit of Nicodemus. 
He then said that those born of the spirit could go and come 
like the wind, and that none would know whence they came 
nor whither they went. How appropriate that he should illus­
trate this and thus give them their first lessons in spiritual 
things, which, however, they would not be fully able to ap­
preciate until after Pentecost, when the holy Spirit would 
be poured out.

“ A  S P IR IT  H A T H  NOT F L E S H ”
But some, perhaps, may say, Did not Jesus contradict 

the thought that he was a spirit when he used the words, A 
spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me have? The two 
thoughts are quite in harmony: they were not seeing the 
spirit Jesus, they were merely seeing the flesh and bones 
which the spirit Jesus assumed for the purpose of conversing 
with them, just as the angels assumed flesh-and-bone bodies 
when they made certain communications as recorded in the 
Old Testament Scriptures. He did not say, “A spirit hath 
not flesh and bones as ye see I am,”  but “ as ye see me have.”

The spirit Jesus manifested himself through the flesh and 
bones and clothing. He saw that, if they could but realize 
that they were looking at flesh and bones their fear would 
depart, and as they would be thus calmed, Jesus would be 
the better able to explain to them the fact of his resurrec­
tion and to give them the initiatory lessons connected with 
their future work as his representatives in the world when 
he should be gone. This was the object of his various mani­
festations during those forty days, about eleven in all, and

very brief in every case. The appearing in the flesh would 
remove their fear and enable them to hear the better what 
he had to say to them. Their seeing him on two occasions 
in a body of flesh resembling the one he had been crucified 
in, and perhaps in clothing resembling that the soldiers had 
divided among themselves, assisted them also to grasp the 
thought of the resurrection, that he was no longer dead; 
and his appearing in different forms proved to them conclu­
sively that none of these forms was his own proper one, but 
that they were merely so many appearances through which 
he communicated with them.

Doubtless it was for this same reason that he remained 
forty days, manifesting himself occasionally, yet invisible 
to them all the remainder of that period. He would have 
them learn gradually not to expect him again in the flesh, 
but to realize, nevertheless, his presence with them and caie 
over them, so that they might the better understand, when 
he should leave them, how he could still maintain his pres­
ence with them and his guardianship of all their interests. 
He was sending them forth as liis special representatives in 
the world as his words indicated, “Peace be unto you. As 
the Father hath sent me even so send I you.” Jesus Christ 
was the Father’s representative; we are the special representa­
tives of our Lord and Head, though of course through him 
and in him representatives also of the Father.

“ R E C E IV E  Y E  TH E  H O L Y  S P IR IT ”
The disciples had not yet received the holy Spirit. Only 

Jesus had ever received it in the sense of a begetting, al 
though the prophets had received it in a mechanical sense 
to work in them and through them. This is in hannony with 
the statement elsewhere made, that “ the holy Spirit was not 
yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  In other 
words, God could not communicate his spirit to any until 
after the merit of Christ’s sacrifice had been appropriated ta 
them. This was done after the Lord had ascended up on 
high, there to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 
Forthwith the holy Spirit, in Pentecostal power and bless­
ing, was shed forth.

The Lord would have the disciples anticipate the blessing 
that was to come to them; he would have them understand 
that the holy Spirit he would send would not be a person, 
but the Father’s spirit and his own spirit— the breath or 
spirit of God, the breath or spirit of Jesus, the spirit of 
truth, the spirit of holiness, the spirit of a sound mind.

“ W H O SE SO E V E R  SIN S Y E  R E M IT ”
Our Lord’s declaration that his disciples might or might 

not remit sins is not to be understood after the manner in 
vogue amongst Roman Catholics, Greek Catholics, etc.—that 
a priest by virtue of the sacrifice of the mass or otherwise, 
is able to remit sins. The thought rather is that these twelve 
apostles in particular, and less particularly all the Lord’s 
true members while in the world, would be under the influence 
and guidance and instruction of his holy Spirit to such an 
extent that they would know the terms and conditions on 
which it would be possible to forgiye sins, and that they 
might thus know so certainly as to be able to tell their 
hearers whether or not their sins were forgiven by the Lord.

We have this privilege still, and every true child of God 
should know how to exercise it, so that if brought into con­
tact with penitent sinners he could render them the necessary 
assistance and indicate to them upon what particular terms 
they might know that their sins were forgiven of the Lord. 
For instance, we may assure any one who gives evi­
dence of contrition, of heart repentance, restitution to the 
extent of ability, faith in Christ and obedient desire to walk 
according to his ways—we may assure any such person that 
his sins are forgiven; not that we have the power to forgive 
them, but we, being intimate witli the Master and knowing 
his mind on the subject, can speak for him as his mouthpiece, 
to declare the terms of reconciliation. Whoever can know 
about his own sins, should know also how to direct and as­
sist others in knowing of the cancelation of their sins.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
R E LIG IO U S L IB E R T Y  IN  R U SSIA

The Czar lias commemorated Easter by an edict granting 
religious freedom to all the religions of his empire except the 
Jewish. The principal newspapers of the world seem to con­
sider this one of the most momentous events in Russia’s his­
tory. It is presumed to be granted with a view to the con­
ciliation of the various classes affected.

IV—52

The Greek Catholic church is still the “ orthodox,”  the State 
Church, however, with advantages every way over all competi­
tors. For some time all religions have been tolerated in Russia, 
but hampered by various disabilities, and none were permitted 
to either publicly or privately proselyte. A man born a Mo­
hammedan, for instance, might continue thus to worship, but 
if he ever became a Greek Catholic it would go hard with any
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who would convert him back to Mohammedanism or anything 
else, and in leaving the Greek church he would forfeit all his 
civil rights. Indeed, only the Greek Catholics had any civil 
rights. Others could not hold property, were debarred from cer­
tain schools, and although compelled to do military service, they 
could not rank higher than privates. They were not permitted 
to erect church or school buildings nor to circulate contro­
versial literature. Their marriages were “ illegal”  unless per­
formed by a Greek Catholic priest, etc. It is estimated that 
about one-third of the Czar’s subjects are benefited by this 
“ ukase”  or order. The chief party of dissenters in Russia are 
styled “ Old Believers.” These, though but slightly different from 
the Greek Catholics in forms, have been persecuted for nearly 
two hundred and fifty years. After referring to these “ Old 
Believers,” The Herald says: —

“ The humbler dissenters have had a much harder time, 
being hunted down until secretly they gave rise to a breed of 
sects. One preached redemption by suicide and a fiery or a 
bloody baptism; others worshiped images of Napoleon as the 
Messiah, believing that he escaped to Siberia and would return 
some day and establish a reign of justice and peace, and still 
others indulged in most licentious rites. Of these dissenters 
there are about 12,000,000.

“ The Emperor’s act will affect about forty millions belong­
ing to alien faiths, such as the Catholics, and Lutherans of 
Poland and the Baltic Provinces, the Protestants of Finland 
and the followers of Islam and Buddha in the Urals, the Crimea, 
the Caucasus, Turkestan and Central Asia.”

The Chicago Record-Herald says:—
“ The Easter decree seems to put an end to all religious 

persecution. Secession from the State Church is not to be 
punished as a crime and is not to involve any loss or forfeiture 
of rights. Dissenters are to be permitted to establish mon­
asteries and schools, print and circulate religious works and 
maintain missions. It is stated that the decree also affects the 
millions belonging to alien faiths.

“ Those who know the influence of the orthodox church in 
Russia will regard this decree as more revolutionary even than 
that of March. The right—indeed the duty— of enforcing con­
formity and preventing heresy, within the church has been 
aggressively asserted by the exponents of the old policy, and 
even the priests, who a few weeks ago published a bold appeal 
for the separation of the church from the bureaucratic organi­
zation and the restoration of the independence it enjoyed prior 
to the abolition of the patriarchate by Peter the Great did not 
go so far as to include a demand for real religious freedom. 
As the liberals pointed out, the priests wanted more power and 
dignity for the church, but not more liberty for the individual 
subject. The Czar has declared the movement for church inde­
pendence inopportune, but in conferring religious freedom on 
the empire he has done more than that movement contemplated. 
And religious liberty spells other liberty. It is an earnest as 
well as an achievement.”

The New York Tribune remarks on the exception of the 
Jews:—

“ The Jews, five million strong, are still outlawed. That 
may be because the Jewish religion is esteemed in Russia less 
highly than the Mohammedan. It may be because the Jews 
are a nation without a country, and no foreign government is 
inclined to champion their cause, and therefore no political end 
is to be served by emancipating them. Whatever the reason, 
this omission must be deplored as gravely marring what would 
otherwise be one of the most splendid acts in the history of 
Russian government.”

*  *  *

Apparently conciliatory measures will avert any immediate 
collapse of the Russian government; but many of her sons 
are incessantly planning a complete revolution. It will doubt­
less come in due course within the next ten years, as a part 
of the great world-trouble predicted at the consummation of 
this age.

TH E  OPEN SHOP A N D  SO C IA LISM
A  builder of large experience, a W atch  Tower reader, sends 

us a clipping from The Builder, with the remark,— “ This will 
cause a rapid growth in Socialism.”  We agree that it will have 
this effect, and that Socialism means ultimately the Bible- 
predicted anarchy, though we are equally sure that many of 
the best and noblest Socialists are totally blind to this result. 
We quote the article entire:—

E ID L IT Z  ON A R B IT R A T IO N
“At a dinner given by the Contractors’ Protective Associa­

tion in New York recently Charles L. Eidlitz, president of the 
Building Trades Employers’ Association, declared, in respond­
ing to the toast, ‘Arbitration,’ that the next fight with the 
building trades unions in that city will be for ‘the open shop.’

“ Continuing, Mr. Eidlitz said: ‘We will have peace for a 
year, possibly for a year and a half, and then, I am confident, 
trouble will break out again. But our fight then will not be 
along the line of union principles. It will be for the open shop 
— the non-union shop.

“  ‘Arbitration reminds me of the practice of taking candy 
with medicine in order to make the dose more pleasant. So 
it is with arbitration according to the theory of union work­
men. They seek arbitration as candy in order to administer 
to us a dose which at all times is severe. The labor unions 
of today believe there is only one way to settle a labor trouble, 
and that way is their way.

“  ‘Greater labor troubles within a year and a half in the 
building trades than we have ever had, with an ‘open shop’ 
for us all at the end of the struggle, is my prediction.

“  ‘It has been said that the only good Indian is a dead 
Indian. I would change that so as to say that the sentiment 
of the men who would erect buildings here, if they only had 
half a chance, is that the only good union, so far as our busi­
ness is concerned, is a dead one. Arbitration has proven a 
failure and our only hope lies in the ‘open shop.’ That is sure 
to come in the building trades within a year and a half at 
the most.’ ”— The Builder.

TH E  D U T Y  OF CHURCH M E M B E R SH IP
The Pittsburg Christian Advocate publishes a query from 

a Methodist minister as follows:—
“ Within the limits of my pastoral charge are a number of 

professedly Christian people who do not seem to realize it to 
be their duty to become members of any church. Otherwise 
they give evidence of sincerity in their profession. What scrip­
tural arguments may be brought to bear in order to convince 
them of their duty to the visible church?”

The Advocate’s editor proceeds to prove that every true 
Christian should belong to some one of the numerous man­
made sects;—should get behind some one of the numerous man­
made creed-fences;— should declare, I am of Wesley, or Calvin, 
or Luther, or some man;—should thus separate himself from 
other fellow-members of the same body of Christ;— should be­
long to men and not merely to Christ, as the Scriptures direct.

Of course The Advocate did not put the matter in this its 
true form, but, following the general delusion, argues that 
whoever is not a member of a sect is not a member of the 
church of Christ.

As the question evidently refers to W atch Tower readers 
who stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ makes free and 
avoid all sectarian yokes of bondage, we give our answer to 
the question very briefly, thus:—

Every true Christian, that is every believer in the atone­
ment, secured by the precious blood, who has consecrated his 
all to his Savior and is striving daily even though stumblingly 
to walk in his steps, has a duty toward the visible church— 
toward the fellow-members of the church of Christ.

(1) He should recognize all such and that without par­
tiality, loving and striving to serve them as “ brethren”  in deed 
and in doctrine.

(2) Should he find these “brethren”  bound in sectarian 
“ bundles”  (Matt. 13:30) he should not join a “bundle”  to 
please them and encourage them in their error; but standing 
fast in his liberty in Christ he should seek the deliverance of 
the “brethren.”  His duty is to lift up the standard and get 
the true wheat out of all the tare-bundles into the same liberty, 
in union with Christ, the only Head.

(3) If he cannot have full fellowship at first, he will be 
all the more in the position the Savior himself occupied before 
he got a faithful few delivered from Jewish bondage and error. 
He should be just as kind and helpful to opposing brethren as 
their wrong ideas and position will permit; and he should 
foster fellowship specially with those who more and more hear 
the voice of the Shepherd and come out of Babylon.

(4) The great mistake seems to be in what is called a 
church. As bricks and beams and stones do not make a church, 
neither is every assemblage of well-dressed people a church. 
Christ’s church is composed only of those united to him in 
faith and obedience, and these will know and fellowship each 
other always, and need not names, badges, grips and pass­
words.

SC H O LA R LY  IN F ID E L IT Y  CLAIM ED
“ An educated man who would today quote the Bible as an 

authority on any physical subject would be an object of ridi­
cule in the eyes of all educated hearers. Our Bible is but the 
mould of two thousand years ago, into which wasj poured the 
fundamental principles of religion. Its facts are not history 
as they have been considered for the past nineteen centuries. 
Indeed, there is no history in the Bible.”

These were the words of President J. Gould Schurman of
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C orn ell U n iv ers ity  y esterd a y  w hen he addressed 1,200 stud ents 
from  the p u lp it  o f  Sage chapel, th e  occa sion  be in g  th e  first 
S u n d ay  o f  th e second  sem ester o f  th e  u n iv ersity  year.

H is  su b je ct w as “ T h e C h ristian ity  o f  T od a y .”
P residen t S churm an  sa id  th a t th e C h rist  o f  the tw en tieth  

cen tury  m u st be ad m itted  to  be d ifferen t from  th e C h rist o f  
the p reced ing  n ineteen  centuries. T h e B ib le , he sa id , can  no 
longer be considered  a  tex tb ook  o f  science. I t  seem s strange 
to  us th a t  m en sh ou ld  ever have considered i t  a s  such.

E x p la in in g  the m ira cles  w h ich  th e B ib le  a ttr ib u tes  to  Jesus 
C hrist, P residen t S ch urm an  sa id :

“ W e  have tod a y  ou r C h ristian  Science and ou r  fa ith  cure, 
b y  m eans o f  w hich  w e see one m an  ex ertin g  g re a t  p ow ers ov er  
both  th e m inds and bod ies o f  another. W h o  can  sa y  w h a t g rea t 
influence Jesu s C hrist m igh t have had  in  con form ity  even  w ith  
the law s o f  n atu re over the m inds and  bod ies o f  m en.

“ A lth ou g h  w e have broken  aw a y  fro m  th e  g a rb  in  w h ich  
the teach ings o f  C h rist w ere  first c loth ed , th e  p r in cip les  he 
ta u g h t are s t il l  needed t o  save o u r  race fro m  despair, m ate­
r ia lism  and scepticism , and ou r y ou n g  m en fro m  low  stand­
ards. I  kn ow  from  experience th a t  most of you who come to 
the university from homes where you have been taught to be­
lieve in the Bible begin to doubt its teachings when you begin 
to learn from science that what it states as historical facts 
cannot be true. I  w ish  t o  help  y o u  in  th is  stage and show  y ou  
th a t behind th e  statem ents in  th e B ible, w h ich  w e m u st cast 
aside, are  prin cip les o f  re lig ion  w h ich  w e m u st fo llo w  tod a y .”  
— New York Sun.

IN F ID E L IT Y  S IM IL A R L Y  T A U G H T A B R O A D
C onsiderable com m en t and  d iscu ssion  has fo llow ed  an  a d ­

dress d e livered  by  th e D ean  o f  W estm inster  to  S unday-school 
teachers. The dean declared  th a t “ ou r  w hole  conception  o f  the 
in sp ira tion  o f  the B ib le  has been a ltered .”  In  su p p ort o f  th is  
th eory  he re ferred  to  the first tw o  chapters o f  G enesis a s  p o r ­
tions o f  the B ib le  w hich  m u st be taken  as p arables and  a lle ­
gories. H e  w ent on  to  say th a t these and m a n y  o th er stories, 
such as th a t  o f  th e ta lk in g  serpent and th e ta lk in g  ass, are  n o t 
now  regarded  as lite ra l statem ents o f  h is to r ica l fa cts , b u t  as 
im agery , c lo th in g  certa in  sp ir itu a l lessons. In  sh ort, the dean 
advanced as h is  v iew  o f  th e B ib le  th e  one th a t  is  t o o  w e ll 
know n to  need fu rth er  descrip tion  than  is  in d icated  in  th e above 
passage. I t  is  h is  p os ition  in  the church  th a t  has g iven  rise  
t o  p u b lic  d iscussion . M an y  clergym en  have expressed surprise, 
and Canon M cC orm ick  p rotests  th a t th is  s o r t  o f  th in g  upsets 
th e  w hole  fou n d a tion  o f  belief, because i t  a tta ck s th e ques­
tion  o f  in sp ira tion . H e  sa y s : “ W e  can n ot believe on e p a rt  o f  
th e B ib le  is  in sp ired  an d  another is n ot, because w e believe 
th at the com p ilers w ere in sp ired .” — C ablegram  t o  Globe- 
Democrat.

“ A L M A  M A T E R ”  W IL L  SUCCEED D OXOLOGY
T h e “ D o x o lo g y ”  has been d iscard ed  a t  th e U n iv ers ity  o f  

C h icago. T h e fa cu lty  has agreed w ith  students th a t  college 
songs d o  m ore to  breed a  tru e  re lig iou s  and co lleg e  sp ir it  than  
th e chanting  o f  the tenets o f  C hristian  be lie f, and  tod a y  a t  all 
chapel services in  the ju n io r  co llege  th e  co lleg e  son g  “ A lm a  
M ater”  w as su bstitu ted  fo r  th e  d ox o log y . T h e g is t  o f  th e  rec­
om m endation  o f  th e  students to  th e p ro fessors  w as th a t  a  
co lleg e  sp ir it  w as th e a im  o f  th e  m orn in g  chapel service.—  
Toledo Times.

T hese item s te ll th e  ta le  o f  th e  rap id  departure o f  fa ith  in  
the B ib le  as a  d iv ine revelation . B u t s t ill  w orse  is  th e  fa c t  
th a t even  the p u b lic  sch ool text-books are  be ing  rem odeled, so 
as to  a ffect th e  ch ild -m in d  a t  its earliest and  m ost im pressive 
stage o f  developm ent. W h a t m u st be  th e  g re a t  loss and  fa r - 
reach ing  b lig h t  th a t  w ill  re su lt?  T rue, m uch  th a t  has been 
ta u g h t as tru th  is ran k ly  u n scr ip tu ra l and  u n reason a b le ; b u t 
w ith  a ll th at, th ere  w as s t ill  an  elem ent o f  tru th  in  every  
creed, on  w hich  som e h ope  and  reverence h u n g  ever so  te n ta ­
tively .

W e  see in  th is  w a r  o f  S ch o la s tic  In fid e lity  a  p rep ara tion  
fo r  th e  g rea t an arch istic  trou b le  w ith  w h ich  th e S crip tu res 
p red ict th is  age w ill end in  a  ba p tism  o f  fire and  b lood . T h an k  
G od fo r  its  assurances o f  th e G olden  A g e  t o  fo llo w  speedily .

SPIR ITU A LISTIC ) M A N IF E ST A TIO N S IN C R E ASIN G

B e n o t deceived, sa id  ou r  M aster. S o  fa r  as w e  are  able 
w e desire  th a t  a ll Tower readers m a y  be p ro o f ag a in st the 
deceptions o f  th e fa llen  angels, w ho, p erson atin g  th e  dead, are  
ra p id ly  d e lu d in g  th e  w orld  as th ey  are  gran ted  m ore pow er in 
th is “ ev il day ,”  as pred icted . I t  is  rem arkable  th a t  as H igher 
C riticism ’ s den ial o f  d iv ine in sp ira tion  o f  th e  B ib le  finds its  
advocates in  th e C hristian  m in istry , so  S p ir itism  is choosin g  
the sam e channel, so  fa r  as i t  is  able, t o  deceive th e  w hole  
w orld .

W h ile  th e  St. Louis Post-Dispatch te lls  o f  a  “ s p ir it  ph oto­

gra p h ”  o f  G eneral Lee, taken  w ith o u t in ten tion  w hen  a  g rou p  
w as p h otographed  on  a  veranda— above th e ir  heads— w ord  
com es from  C h icago  o f  a  sp irit-p a in ted  p o r tr a it  prod u ced  in 
d a y lig h t in  th e  presence o f  the w id e ly  know n  R ev . Isa a c  F unk, 
D . D ., and  fo r  h im ; and another pap er pu blish es a  b ish op ’ s 
d eclara tion  o f  h is fa ith  in  such  m an ifesta tion s  as fro m  the 
dead.

C an w e n o t see th a t th e in fluence o f  th e dem ons is  g row in g , 
and  does n o t  th is  betoken  a g re a t n igh t o f  darkness so  fa r  as 
the lig h t o f  th e B ib le  is  con cern ed ?  Y es , the forces  o f  ev il are 
be ing  le t loose  to  tem p t them  th at, p ro fess in g  C h rist, h ave  re­
ceived  n o t the tru th  in  the lov e  o f  it .— 2 T hes. 2 :1 0 .

W e  quote  below  the new spaper rep orts  re ferred  t o :

T IM E  COM ING W H E N  COM M U N ICATION  W IT H  TH E  OTH ER 
W O R LD  W IL L  B E  E A SY . D E C L A R E S B ISH O P  F A LL O W S

C hicago, 111.— “ A s  a  C h ristian  an d  a  believer in  th e B ib le ,
I  m u st believe in  com m u n ica tion  betw een th e  tw o  w orld s— th at 
in  w hich  w e liv e  and  th a t  t o  w h ich  ou r fr ien d s have gone.”

B ish op  S am uel F a llow s o f  th e  R e form ed  E p isco p a l D iocese 
o f  C h icago, m ade th is  statem en t tod ay.

“ B u t,”  he w en t on , “ I  have a  p ro fou n d  d is tru s t o f  th e  m e­
d ium s w ho are preten d in g  to  be ab le  to  c a ll up  sp irits  a t  w ill.

“ I  believe in  ap p arition s , how ever, an d  th in k  i t  possib le 
th a t there are  persons possessed o f  a  certa in  m y steriou s  psych ic 
p ow er  w h ich  enables them  to  m ake o f  th e ir  sp ir its  a  channel, 
as i t  w ere, th rough  w hich  th e earth -bou n d  sp ir it  can  com m u ­
n ica te  w ith  th e  fr ien d  from  th e  o th er side.

“ W e  are  s t ill in  a  state  o f  grop in g . I  believe th e  tim e w ill 
com e, w ith  th e  fu rth er  developm ent o f  those p sych ic  pow ers 
o f  w h ich  w e are  ju s t  beg in n ing  t o  g e t  an in k lin g , w hen  com ­
m u n ica tion  w ith  th e  o th er w orld  w ill  be v ery  easy.” — Inquirer.

R E V . I .  E . FU N K , D . D .’ S E X P E R IE N C E S
Am azing Stories o f  P ictures Grow ing on Canvas B efore  the E yes o f  

W itnesses Revealed in  Connection w ith  B angs Sisters
C hicago, 111.— D eta ils  o f  a  seance a t  w hich  a  $1 ,500 p ictu re  

w as p a in ted  b y  dead m asters w ie ld in g  th e  bru sh  in  th e  m y s­
ter iou s  w orld  o f  sp ir its  under th e  m ed ium sh ip  o f  th e  B an g  
sisters, 654 W e s t  A d am s street, h a v e  com e to  lig h t.

T h e am azing  sto ry  is  g iven  on  th e  a u th o r ity  o f  a  s p ir it ­
u a list, w h o  h ad  i t  first hand fro m  D r. Isa a c  F u n k  o f  N ew  Y o rk , 
w ho p a id  $1,500 fo r  th e  “ sp ir it  p a in tin g .”

D r. F u nk  is  one o f  th e p rop rie to rs  o f  F u n k  & W a g n a lls , one 
o f  th e  la rg est p u b lish in g  firm s o f  th e  U n ited  S tates. H e  fo rm ­
e r ly  w as a  M eth od ist m in ister. H e  is ed ito r  o f  th e  S tan d ard  
d iction a ry .

“ F u nk , w hen  in  C h icago  la s t  S eptem ber, v is ited  th e  B angs 
sisters,”  sa id  th is  in form an t. “ H e  h as lo n g  been in terested 
in  sp ir it  phenom ena. B u t o n ly  recen tly  he h ad  taken  u p  th e 
in vestigation  o f  sp ir it  p a in tin g . T h is  is a  ra re  m an ifesta tion  
o f  sp ir it  pow er. T he B angs sisters are  am ong  a  v e ry  few  m e­
d ium s th rou gh  w hom  dead  a rtis ts  p a in t.”

D r. F u n k  w as ushered in to  a  sou th  ro o m  on  th e  second  floor  
a t  th e  end o f  th e  h a ll. I t  w as barren  o f  ev ery th in g  sa ve  a  
ta b le  and a  few  ch a irs . L ig h t w as ad m itted  th rou g h  one w in ­
dow . N o  one ex cep t th e  tw o  sisters, D r . F u n k  and a  fr ien d  
w ere in  th e  room .

T h e  sisters show ed them  several w h ite  canvases, bo th  on  
stretch ers an d  off, a n d  asked D r. F u n k  to  se lect an y  one he 
desired . H e  p icked  o u t  one a b ou t 20x24, w hich  w a s a lready  
o n  a  stretcher.

N ob od y  sp oke o r  m oved. In  a b ou t th ree  m inutes a  c lou d  
seem ed to  pass ov er  th e  canvas, lea v in g  a  p ea rl-g ra y  e ffect fo r  
a  backgrou n d .

A  few  m in u tes m ore  an d  a  d u ll ou tlin e  o f  a  p o r t ia it  ap ­
peared. E v ery  few  m inutes i t  g rew  m ore  d istin ct. T hen  fo l ­
low ed  the v a r iou s co lors , and in  45 m inutes th e  p ictu re , a  p er ­
fe c t  likeness, w a s com pleted .

A T  M . E . B IB L E  CONFERENCE— LO S A N G E LES
D r. B ied erw o lf is  rep orted  t o  h ave  answ ered  th e  question , 

"W h a t  is  th e  E van gelica l C h u rch ?”  a s  fo llow s ,— v e ry  tru th ­
fu lly :

“ I  don ’ t  k n ow  w h a t y o u r  id ea  is , b u t  m in e  is som eth in g  
lik e  the fo llo w in g :

“ The E v an g e lica l chu rch  m u st be  pure in doctr in e . I  m ean 
tru e  to  th e  evan gelica l creed. T h e  rev iv a l o f  th e  n e x t  fifty  
y ea rs  m u st b e  a  rev iv a l o f  doctr in e . T h e  preacher m u st first 
ta k e  h is  stand  on  th e  in sp ira tion  o f  th is  B ook , an d  be stead fast, 
im m ovable , aboun din g  in  th e  W o rd  o f  th e  L ord . O nce g iv e  
y o u rse lf u p  to  th e u n substan tia l su pposition  th a t  lik e  a ll o th er 
g o o d  b ook s i t  has its  errors  as w e ll as it s  tru th , its  o n ly  supe­
r io r ity  being  th a t  i t  has a  lit t le  m ore  o f  th e  la tte r , an d  y o u  
w ill  e ither w reck  y o u r  fa ith  on  th e  barren  reefs o f  a  sh a llow  
libe i a lism  o r , lik e  a  cow ard , w ill  use th e  p u lp it  o f  th e L ord  
C h rist t o  m in ister  t o  y o u r  p r id e  and purse. I f  th is  b ook  is
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the Word of God the only important thing for this world to 
know is, what it says, and the only call you or I ever had from 
God is to make clear and emphatic to the world the message 
it contains. Blessed Book!

“And now for the message. The evangelistic church must 
above all be evangelical in its preaching. I wonder if we 
haven’t been placing too little emphasis on the trenchant doc­
trines of the world in our concern for practical righteousness; 
science has put such a beautiful dress on man’s wickedness 
that we have almost forgotten there is such a thing as sin.

“ Never as today has the world been so disposed to doubt 
and deny the real meaning of the cross. And this finds encour­

agement in a two-fold tendency of the ministry, the one seeking 
to please the world with some weak and dilettante palliation, 
the other ignoring the cross well nigh altogether. Of the first 
class none are, I presume, here today; they are not usually 
found in such places; but, brethren, what about the other class ? 
We hear about the wide range of the pulpit, but that is not 
true—its range is very limited indeed—but this is true in 
a sense only—it should be determined to know nothing save 
Jesus Christ and him crucified, and when anything crowded in 
means the cross crowded out both are out of their place and 
the preacher, too.”

THOUGHTS REGARDING JONAH
Dear Brother R u s s e l l :—Herewith I send you some sug­

gestions which have occurred to me in studying the Book of 
Jonah, and which, perhaps, may prove interesting to you. 

Your brother in Christ, D. K ihlgken .

The book of Jonah has been especially assailed by the 
“ higher critics,”  and they have ridiculed the story of Jonah 
being swallowed by a fish, as a fable. On the other hand, the 
prophecy of Jonah seems to have been, doctrinally at least, 
largely a mystery to God’s people. It has, however, valuable 
practical lessons which no doubt have been appreciated, namely, 
God’s love to the repentant Ninevites ; his kindness in reproving 
the murmuring prophet, and as showing how God sometimes 
Uses very imperfect instruments in carrying out his designs, etc.

Jonah offers a sharp contrast to the other prophets along 
several lines, viz.:—

1. His character: disobedient, ignoble.
2. His mission: To a heathen city.
3. His success: Unparalleled.
4. His predictions: Failed.
However, Jonah was nevertheless a prophet of God, whose 

predictions at another time came true. See 2 Kings 14:25. He 
was from Gath-Hephes, in Galilee, tho contradicted by the un­
scrupulous or else ignorant Pharisees when they wished to gain 
a point of argument.— John 7 :52.

Our Lord applied Jonah’s experiences in connection with 
the fish as being typical of himself.—Matt. 12:39, 40.

In “ Old Theology”  Tract No. 41, Jonah 3:10; 4:11, is re­
ferred to as a testimony from this prophet in regard to “ the 
restitution of all things.”  In view of these references being 
given as proof, the inference evidently is that Nineveh in some 
way foreshadowed the world in the Millennial age. With this 
view, I have wondered whether Jonah in his disobedience and 
fleeing from God might have represented Adam, and hence also 
our Lord Jesus, who took the sinner’s place.

Jonah’s disobedient course led to the sea where he took 
ship. Christ’s sacrificial course (taking the sinner’s place) 
brought him in contact with the Jewish people.

The Revelator tells us that water is a symbol of “ peoples, 
nations and tongues.”— Rev. 17:15.

The agitated waters in Jonah’s case find a parallel in the 
lawless mob, which clamored for Christ’s death. The air in 
motion (wind) which agitated the water may represent Satan, 
“ the prince of the power of the air”  (Eph. 2 :2 ), which then

had freedom to work (Luke 23:53). The ship, being at the 
mercy of the sea, may represent the Roman government, and 
the crew might represent Pilate; for as the crew prayed to be 
considered innocent for casting Jonah overboard, so Pilate 
washed his hands, declaring his innocence, being forced to de­
liver Christ to death.

If these premises be true, may they not also be applicable 
to some extent to all the members of Christ’s body, who, like 
Christ, have been accused of being the real sinners, “ turning 
the world upside down,” named heretics all through the Gospel 
age, and one government after another, like the Roman, has 
been compelled by God’s nominal people to exterminate them, 
to cast them overboard.

Since Jonah in his experience with the fish typified our 
Lord’s death and resurrection “on the third day,”  may he not 
also typify the church, the Lord’s body, which is to be raised 
on the third thousand-year-day?— See Z. W. T. 1901, page 122.

If Jonah, then, when cast ashore by the fish, represents 
The Christ resurrected, then the application of the reference 
in tract No. 41 seem to be quite forceful, as Jonah would then 
represent the great prophet, and Nineveh the world.

Forty days was the length of Nineveh’s trial time. The 
number forty seems to be associated in several instances with 
a time of trial, for instance, Israel’s forty years in the wil­
derness ; Christ’s temptation, forty days; the Jewish and Gospel 
harvests, 40 years each. May it be that Nineveh’s forty days 
of repentence indicate in this way the 1,000 years of the world’s 
trial time?

But did Jonah’s predictions really fail?
No, the old, the wicked Nineveh did perish. In its place 

came repentant Nineveh. So with the world in the Millennial 
age: The wicked shall be destroyed, but there will be oppor­
tunities for all to have the wickedness cleansed out, and thus 
be spared. (See the double cleansing process— “ burning”  and 
“ judgment,”  in Isa. 4 :4 ).

One thing is sure, and that is that Jonah does-not in his 
murmuring represent The Christ. May be the murmuring ex­
periences are only practical lessons, or, may it be that Jonah 
in this represents a class that poses as God’s mouthpieces, but 
who do not like this “Millennial nonsense”  of having Nineveh 
spared? If so, would the “gourd”  which pleased, and which 
shielded Jonah, be suggestive of the “ Confederacy,”  the “ Image 
of the Beast,”  which will grow up very suddenly and shield 
the gray heads of the D. D.’s for a short while from the scorch­
ing rays of the sun of truth?

THE MESSAGE OF THE RISEN CHRIST
Revelation 1:10-20.— June 11.

Golden Text:— “I  am he that liveth and was dead: and, behold, I  am alive for evermore.”
The messages of our glorious Lord, sent through the Apostle 

John and given to us in the symbols of the book of Revelation, 
are as truly the Savior’s messages as those uttered during his 
earthly ministry and those subsequently sent us through the 
apostles.

The book of Revelation was written at a time when severe 
persecution was upon the infant church—near the close of the 
first century, probably a . d. 93-96, in the reign of the Emperor 
Domitian, though some date it nearly thirty years earlier, in 
the reign of Nero. No matter— in either case it was written at 
a time of special peril and severe persecution. For a time the 
Lord allowed the truth to become well planted and to take root; 
the gifts of miracles and other gifts in the church at that time 
assisted in this matter.

For a time, although there were persecutions of individuals 
such as are recorded in Acts, the believers as a whole were 
not subjected to the severest of trials at first. It was when 
the truth began to spread, and had not only the enmity of the 
Jews, but also of the Greeks, that emperors and governors 
found favor with the masses by persecuting the followers of

Jesus. And for aught we know, so it will be in the not-far- 
distant future. For a long time the pure truth has been hid­
den from men, and worldliness in the form of godliness has had 
the upper hand in influential circles; but doubtless, as the 
troublous times the Scriptures predict for the end of this age 
draw closer, those who will stand firm for the word of the 
Lord’s testimony may expect to be made the scapegoats under 
various pretexts. We shall not be surprised to find a consid­
erable measure of persecution against all the children of the 
light, who will walk up to the light, developed within the next 
seven years. John, the beloved disciple, in some measure or 
degree typified or represented the last living members of the 
little flock. Doubtless this was the meaning of our Lord’s 
statement, “ If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that 
to thee?”  John did not tarry, but a class whom he in some 
respects illustrated are represented to tarry—a class who see 
with the eyes of their understanding the visions and revela­
tions which John saw in symbols in a trance.

John at the time of the trance vision was a prisoner, exiled 
to the Isle of Patmos, a penal colony of those days—an island
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almost uninhabitable, rocky barren. The crime for which he 
suffered this banishment was his faithfulness as a mouthpiece 
of the Lord. At the time he must have between sixty and 
ninety years of age, supposing that none of our Lord’s dis­
ciples were younger than himself at the beginning of his min­
istry. If his exile in any degree symbolized ostracism, which 
the Lord’s followers may expect in the close of this age—a 
complete isolation from others and a treatment implying that 
they are prisoners—we may take comfort in the thought that 
as the Lord’s favor and revelations to John more than offset 
his persecutions, so the opening of the eyes of our understand­
ings and the granting to us of greater lengths and breadths 
and heights and depths of knowledge and appreciation of our 
Lord and his plan will far more than offset the various expe­
riences which in his providence he may permit to come upon 
us. His assurances is that all things shall work together for 
good to those who love God, to the called ones according to his 
purpose. Whoever rests his faith securely upon his promise 
may indeed with the Apostle Paul count all tribulations as 
loss and dross for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus our Lord.

ON T H E  L O R D 'S  D A Y
Presumably John referred to the first day of the week, now 

generally called Sunday. It is peculiarly to us the Lord’s 
day—the day on which our Lord rose from the dead, and on 
which all the promises of God’s Word received life and our 
hopes through Christ were quickened. We may see in the ex­
pression also a reference to the Millennial age, called in the 
Scriptures frequently, “ The day of Christ.”  We today, accord­
ing to our understanding of chronology, are living in the early 
dawn of this day of Christ, and it is here and now properly 
that we begin to see the wonderful things of the divine char­
acter and plan. But to see these things, to understand these 
things, we must be in the spirit. Only those who have become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus can be expected to understand 
and appreciate spiritual things, and this is the class whom 
John represented. As John heard a voice behind him and 
looked in that direction, so we who now are having the realities 
find that the message is behind us, and turn and look toward 
the past to see the fulfillment of the various features of the 
divine plan and to hear and understand the message given to 
his people by the risen Lord. The voice said, “ What thou seest 
write in a book and send to the seven churches”—naming seven 
prominent churches in Asia Minor. (The words, “ I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and the last,”  are not found in the oldest 
Greek manuscripts and are properly omitted in the Revised 
Version. These words, however, do occur in the Greek MSS. 
in verse 8 and again in Revelation 21:6, and a portion of them 
later on in this lesson.)

There are many reasons for concluding that while the 
messages were given to the seven churches specified and were 
applicable to them, they should properly have a still wider 
application to the whole church of Christ, the number seven 
representing completeness and the order representing different 
epochs in the history of the church. Thus the church at 
Ephesus would represent the condition of the church in the 
Apostle’ s days at the time of the writing of the messages, while 
the Laodicean church would represent the church in our day 
—in the end of this Gospel age. The other churches would 
correspondingly represent different epochs intermediate, between 
the beginning and now. To think otherwise would be to attach 
more importance to those seven comparatively small churches 
of Asia Minor than they would seem to have deserved, and 
would have implied an ignoring of other churches more nu­
merous and more influential than they; as, for instance, the 
churches at Jerusalem, Antioch, Corinth, Colosse, Philippi, 
Thessalonica, etc. Furthermore, the details of the messages 
given to these seven churches apply to and fit historically the 
one church of the living God, over every member and branch 
of which the Lord has a care. This thought, that the seven 
represented completeness, we find emphasized in the other sym­
bolical representations— in the seven golden candlesticks, the 
seven stars, etc.

SEVEN GO EDEN C A N D LESTIC K S
Turning and looking, John saw in symbol as we may now 

see with the eye of faith and understanding. He saw one like 
a Son of man [like a man—like a priest, as implied by the 
clothes described] walking amongst seven golden candlesticks, 
caring for them, trimming the wieks, seeing to the supply of 
oil, etc. We see that our Lord Jesus, our glorified Master, 
although absent from us, has been present with his church 
throughout the past eighteen centuries and more, protecting 
the interests of his cause and directing in respect to all of his 
people’s affairs, especially inspecting and caring for the church 
as a light bearer, a candlestick. Alas, how poor the wicks

sometimes have been, how feeble the light that has sometimes 
shone out into the darkness, how much of trimming has been 
necessary and how much more may yet be necessary!

In the Tabernacle, and subsequently in the Temple of Solo­
mon, the golden candlesticks or lampstands were placed by the 
Lord’s direction—not seven candlesticks, but one with seven 
branches, representing the whole church, the complete church 
during this Gospel age. In Revelation the same candlestick 
or lampstand is brought to our attention, but the parts are 
separated—the union, the relationship between them, being 
supplied by our Redeemer, the antitypical High Priest. The 
lampstand symbolized the Lord’s nominal people of this Gospel 
age, including his “members.”  It holds forth the light of 
life, the light that shines in the darkness and which he di­
rected should be so let shine before men that they might see 
our good works and glorify the Father in heaven. Alas! the 
Master evidently found but few good works, but little glorifying 
light shining out from his earthly representatives in many of 
these epochs. This is represented by his messages, ehidings, 
encouragements, etc., given to each of these epoch churches rep­
resented by the different candlesticks or lampstands. It is to 
be noted that the lampstand represents the nominal church of 
Christ rather than the true. This is shown by the fact that 
in the Lord’s addressing each of these lampstands or churches 
he finds fault with the many and approves the few, especially 
so in the last, the seventh, the Laodicean church of our day.

TH E  A P PE A R A N C E  OF C H B IST

We are not to regard the word-picture of verses 13-16 as a 
portrait of our Lord in glory. It is a symbolical picture 
merely. He will not look as here described when we see him 
as he is and behold his glory. This symbolical picture, never­
theless, has precious lessons for us, more useful than an at­
tempt to describe to our minds the appearance of our Lord as 
a spirit being, “ dwelling in light which no man can approach 
unto,”  and which we cannot appreciate until we shall be 
“ changed”  and be like him and see him as he is.

His head and hair as white as wool and snow tell us of his 
wisdom, and that he is the “Ancient of Days;”  they speak also 
of splendor and purity. His eyes, like a flame of fire, tell us 
in symbol that our Master is all-seeing, omniscient; that he 
is not deceived by outward forms or ceremonies, but can and 
does read every thought and intent of the heart. The contem­
plation of his glance should of itself purge and purify our 
hearts to the extent of ability, to put far from us everything 
which would have his disapproval.

Having described the head, John mentions the hands and 
feet. The remainder of the body was covered with a garment 
which reached from his head to his feet. This may possibly 
represent the fact that the glory of Christ was manifested in 
his own person, in his own ministry and in that of his twelve 
apostles, his representatives, and that with their death the 
body of truth was almost completely vailed throughout the 
eighteen centuries intervening until now, in the end of the age, 
the feet members will be illuminated by the truth and shine 
forth—not like the Head, but as polished brass. When we 
think of the great advantage every way which we of the present 
age possess, we are inclined to say, What manner of persons 
ought we to be in all holiness of living and God-likeness. We 
who have the focused rays of divine inspiration and revelation 
from the past 6,000 years shining upon us with almost burning 
brightness, how it should consume in us all the dross of sel­
fishness, how it should purify us, how humble it should make 
us, how we should be even in our flesh polished, bright, lumi­
nous representatives of the glorious Head and members of the 
Christ!

“ IN  H IS  B IG H T  H AN D  SE V E N  S T A B S ”
The countenance of the majestic one present amongst the 

candlesticks is represented as being like lightning. This re­
minds us of Daniel’s description of the holy one who commu­
nicated the message of God to him upon one occasion; it re­
minds us of Paul’s description of the great light that he saw 
on his way to Damascus, which represented to his understanding 
the glorified Lord shining above the brightness of the sun at 
noonday. So great was the splendor that John fell as dead 
when he beheld it, just as Daniel fell prostrated and was like 
a dead man in the presence of the mighty one whom he saw, 
and just as Saul of Tarsus fell down before the majesty dis­
played to him. So symbolically with us, when once we get a 
glimpse of the glories of the divine character through the di­
vine plan, when once we get a true view with the eyes of our 
understanding of him with whom we have to do, as the great 
heart-searcher and caretaker of his church, we fall before him 
humbled to the dust, realizing that we are imperfect, that we 
cannot stand before our Master, that we are unworthy of his 
favor and blessing. But as he touched John gently, raising
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h im  up , so  h e has spoken  to  u s com fort , peace an d  love, assur­
in g  us th a t  w e have n o t  an  H ig h -P riest th a t can not be  tou ched  
w ith  a fee lin g  o f  ou r  in firm ities, but, on  th e  con tra ry , on e w ho 
is ab le  t o  sym p ath ize  and m erc ifu lly  t o  assist, one w h o  has 
bou g h t us w ith  h is ow n p reciou s b lood , w ho has accepted  us 
and w ill num ber us as h is bod y  m em bers so lon g  as w e  ab ide 
in h im , seek ing in  ou r hearts to  kn ow  and to  do h is w ill.

H is  co m fo rt in g  assurance to  use is (1 )  “ F ear n o t.”  T he 
sam e m essage th a t  th e F ath er sen t us th rough  th e  p rop h et 
Isa iah , saying , “ T h eir  fe a r  o f  m e is  n o t o f  m e, bu t is ta u g h t 
by  th e  precepts o f  m en.”  (Isa . 2 9 :1 3 )  T h is lesson , “ F ear 
n o t,”  is o n e  o f  the first th a t w e m u st learn . W e  can n ot com e 
in to  close  sym p ath y  w ith  ou r L ord  and be ta u g h t o f  h im  re­
sp ectin g  o th er  features o f  h is  p la n  u n til w e learn  th is  lesson, 
“ F ea r  n o t ,”  u n til w e learn  to  have confidence in  h im  as th e  one 
w ho loved  us an d  b ou g h t us w ith  h is  p recious b lood , and w hose 
pu rposes tow a rd  u s con tin u a lly  a re  fo r  ou r  w e lfa re  and, i f  w e 
su bm it ourselves to  h is gu id an ce , t o  b r in g  us o f f  conquerors 
and  m ore than conquerors. (2 )  “ I  am  th e F ir s t  and  the L ast.”  
W e  m u st recogn ize  ou r L ord  as th e  one w h o  w as th e beg in ­
n ing o f  the crea tion  o f  G od  and th e end o f  it , th e on e b y  w hom  
w ere a ll th in gs, th e  one w h o  is  n ext t o  th e  F ather, h is very  
representative  in  ev ery th in g  p erta in in g  to  th e  a ffa irs  o f  th e 
universe.

(3 )  W e  m u st recogn ize  h im  a s  the one w h o  w a s dead, 
th e on e  w h o  rea lly  d ied  fo r  ou r  sins, bu t w h o  as rea lly  w as 
ra ised  ou t o f  death  by  the pow er o f  th e F ather. (4 )  W e  m u st 
realize  th at he is  a live  fo r  everm ore, th a t  death  has n o  m ore 
dom in ion  over h im , th a t  the w ork  is  fin ished, th a t neither sac­
rifices o f  th e  m a ss n or  death  in  an y  o th er sense o r  fo rm  has 
d om in ion  over  h im  n or ever w ill  have, n or  w ill ever be needed j 
h is w ork  is p erfect, and, as he cried  on  th e  cross, “ I t  is  fin­
ished .”  (5 )  W e  m u st recogn ize  th a t  he has th e  keys, th e  
a u th or ity , the pow er ov er  th e tom b , t o  d e liver fr o m  i t  a ll w h o  
are  th ere im prison ed . W e  m u st a lso  rea lize  th a t  he h a s  th e  
“ key,”  th e  p ow er over  death , so  th a t  th ose  w hom  he libera tes 
fr o m  th e p rison -h ouse o f  death , th e  tom b, lik e  those w h o  have 
n o t y e t  g on e  in to  it , b u t w h o  are under the sentence o f  death , 
m a y  a ll be u ltim a te ly  delivered, se t free  from  th e  dom in ion  o f  
s in  and death , delivered  in to  th e  fu ll lib erty  o f  th e  son s o f  
G od , righ teousness and life  eternal.

I t  is  th is  on e w hom  w e th u s know , th u s recogn ize  as the 
in stru ctor  and  caretak er o f  th e  can d lesticks, th e  ch u rch es ; 
w hom  w e a r e  to  recogn ize  a lso  as h av in g  in  h is  r ig h t  hand, in  
his fa v o r  a s  w e ll a s  in  h is pow er, seven stars— th e  angels o r  
m essengers o f  th e  seven churches. T hese stars ap p aren tly  rep­
resent sp ecia l m in isters o r  servan ts o f  th e church . In  R evela ­
tion  12 :1  th e  church  is  p ictu red  as a  w om an  crow ned  w ith  
tw elve  stars. These stars ev id en tly  represent th e tw elve  apos­
tles as th e sp ecia l lig h ts  o f  th e  church . S im ila r ly , in  th e  p ic ­
tu re  b efore  us, th e seven stars w hich  th e  L ord  h old s in  h is

r ig h t hand seem  to  represent sp ecia l ligh t-bearers in  th e  church  
in  each  o f  th e seven phases or developm ents. T h a t th ey  are 
held in  h is  r ig h t  hand seem s to  teach  us th a t  these shou ld  be 
considered  as in  som e sp ecia l sense under th e M aster ’ s g u id an ce  
and p rotection  and care in  the in terest o f  the chu rch es w hich 
th ey  represented.

I t  w ill  be n oticed  th a t th e m essages to  the variou s churches 
are  a ll addressed to  these stars or m essengers o r  angels o f  the 
churches, a s  th ou gh  he w ou ld  have us understand th a t  th e  ap ­
p rop ria te  m essage fo r  each a p p rop ria te  tim e o r  epoch  in  the 
chu rch ’s experience w ou ld  be sen t by  th e  L ord  th rou g h  a  p a r­
t ic u la r  star  o r  m essenger w hom  he w ou ld  p a rt icu la r ly  com ­
m ission  as h is representative. O ur L ord  h im self is  represented 
by  the g rea t lig h t  o f  the sun, and h is specia l m essengers in  the 
ch u rch  th rou g h ou t th e en tire  p eriod  are  con s isten tly  enough 
represented as stars. T he d ifference betw een the figures o f  the 
star  and th e can d lestick  is  m a n ifest: the star lig h t is the 
heavenly lig h t, the sp ir itu a l en lightenm ent o r  in s tru c t io n ; the 
lam p lig h t  is  th e earth ly  ligh t, representing  g ood  w orks, obe­
dience, e tc ., o f  th ose  w h o  n om in a lly  con stitu te  th e L o rd ’ s 
church  in  th e w orld  and w ho are  exhorted  n o t t o  p u t their 
lig h t  under a  bushel, b u t on  a  can d lestick , and  to  le t  th eir  
lig h t  so  shine as to  g lo r i fy  th eir  F ather in heaven.

A  SH A R P , TW O-EDGED SW ORD
N o p a rt o f  th e d escrip tion  cou ld  m ore th orou g h ly  convince 

us th a t the descrip tion  o f  ou r L o rd  h ere g iven  is a sym bolica l 
on e  th an  does th is  statem ent th a t  o u t  o f  h is m ou th  proceeded 
a  tw o-edged  sw ord . A s  a  sy m b olic  p ictu re, how ever, i t  is  fu ll 
o f  m eaning to  us. I t  speaks o f  th e W ord  o f  th e  L ord  as the 
sw ord  o f  th e sp ir it , “ sharper than  any  tw o-edged  sw ord .”  I t  
rem inds u s  th a t  o u r  L ord ’s w ords are  n o t one-sided , n o t  m erely  
d irected  a g a in st sin  in  on e class, th a t  h is  w ord  is sh arp  and 
cu ttin g  in every  d irection , th a t  sin  is reproved  by  h im  as m uch  
w hen fou n d  in  his m ost earnest fo llow ers  as w hen fou n d  else­
w here. I t  assures u s  th a t none need a ttem p t t o  p lu ck  o u t  the 
m ote  fro m  h is broth er ’ s eye w ith o u t g e ttin g  r id  o f  th e  beam  
in  h is ow n eye. I t  assures us th a t  i f  w e d o  n ot show  m ercy  to  
those w ho are  ou r deb tors w e m ust n ot exp ect m ercy  from  him  
w ho has proposed  t o  extend h is m ercy  to  us.

H ow  h eart-search ing  is  th e W o rd  o f  G od  w hen  w e  g e t  to  
understand it— n o t m erely  as a  com pendium  o f  ru les and regu ­
la tion s , b u t w hen w e com e to  catch  th e sp ir it  o f  it , w hen  w e 
com e to  see th a t its  requ irem ent is  lov e  o u t  o f  a  p u re  heart, 
first t o  th e  F ath er, secon d ly  to  ou r  L ord  and H ead , and  th ird ly  
to  a ll h is  brethren , fo u rth ly  to  the w orld  in  genera l, g roa n in g  
an d  tra v a ilin g  in  pa in , w a it in g  fo r  th e  g lo r io u s  b lessings o f  
the com in g  day, and fifth ly , sym p ath etica lly  tow a rd  o u r  ene­
m ies a lso , rea liz in g  th a t  th ey  are  w arp ed  and tw is ted  and 
blinded  th rou gh  th e dece itfu ln ess o f  sin  and th rou g h  th e m ach i­
n ation s  o f  th e g re a t adversary .

THE HEAVENLY JERUSALEM
Rev. 22:1-11.— June 18.

Golden Text:—“ To him that overoometh will I
T h ose  w h o  c la im  th a t G od ’ s k in gdom  w as set u p  in pow er a t 

P en tecost, and th a t  i t  s in ce  has been conquerin g  th e  w orld , 
and th a t it will proceed u n til G od ’s w ill is  don e  on earth  as  in 
heaven, an d  th a t then  C h rist’ s second  ad ven t w ill  take p lace  
and he w ill say, W e ll  done, I  cou ld  n o t  have done b etter  m y se lf, 
and th a t  then  he w ill proceed  to  ta k e  a ll th e  fa ith fu l t o  heaven 
and to  bu rn  up  th e  w o r ld ;— these dear friend s have a  sp e c ia lly  
hard  ta sk  be fore  them  w hen th ey  tou ch  upon  th e  b ook  o f  R ev ­
e la tion , as the presen t In tern a tion a l S unday  lesson  does. T h ey  
m u st a d m it th a t the firs t  three chapters, con ta in in g  the m es­
sages to  th e churches, im p ly  n oth in g  o f  th e k in d . R e fe rr in g  
to  seven d ifferen t ep och s in  th e  church ’ s h istory , th ey  su ggest 
n oth in g  to  th e  e ffect th a t  the chu rch  is n ow  reign ing, bu t, q u ite  
t o  the con tra ry , th a t  i t  w ill be  a  su ffering  church  dow n  t o  th e  
v ery  last. I t  prom ises a  com in g  re ign  t o  th ose  w ho fa ith fu lly  
endure the tr ia ls  o f  the presen t tim e p reced in g  th e  reign . E a ch  
on e o f  th e m essages closes w ith  a n  ex h orta tion , T o  h im  th a t 
overcom eth , I  w ill g ra n t, etc.

A l l  th e  in terven in g  ch a p ters betw een the th ird  and th e 
tw en tieth  deal w ith  con flicts  betw een g ood  and ev il, and ev i­
den tly  cover  the en tire  p eriod  o f  th is  G ospel a g e ; y e t  in  a ll 
o f  these p resentations th e ev il is  show n to  be  tr iu m p h an t, and 
th e  people  o f  th e  sa ints o f  the M o st  H igh  G od  are w orn  ou t 
and  cry  fro m  under the a lta r , etc. N o t  m uch  a  reign  o f  r ig h t­
eousness th a t , su re ly ; and h ow  th in k in g  people  c lo se  th eir  
m inds to  a ll th is  is  passing  strange.

I t  is a t  th e con clu sion  o f  th is  b ook  o f  sym bols, from  th e 
eighteenth  t o  th e  tw enty-second  chapters, th a t th e  c lose  o f  th is  
G ospel age an d  the in au gu ration  o f  the M illen n ia l age  is  p ic-

promt to sit with me in my throne.”— R ev . 3 :2 1 .
tured , and  the tr iu m p h  o f  th e L o rd  and o f  h is sa in ts is shown. 
T h e in trod u ction  o f  th a t reign  o f  righ teousness, C h rist’ s M il­
lenn ia l k in gdom , is  show n, m ark ed  b y  w on d erfu l events con ­
nected w ith  ou r  L ord ’ s second advent, th e  g lorifica tion  o f  h is  
church , the b in d in g  o f  Satan, th e r isin g  o f  th e Sun o f  R igh teou s­
ness, th e  blessing  o f  the w orld , the sca tte r in g  o f  its  darkness, 
ignorance, etc. One w ou ld  th in k  th at, even w ith  n o  know ledge 
o f  the sym bols o f  R evela tion , n o  th in k in g  C hristian  should  
have an y  d ifficu lty  in  rea liz in g  th a t  th e book  p ortra y s  trou b le  
fo r  th e church  th rou g h ou t th is  G ospel age  and  the tr iu m p h an t 
M illen n ia l re ign  a t  its  close.

O ur lesson p erta ins to  the N ew  Jerusalem , w hich  in  th e  
p reced ing  con text is  described  as “ com in g  dow n fro m  heaven as 
a  b rid e  prepared  fo r  h er husband” — bea u tifu l, pure, gorgeous, 
resplendent. T he C ity  represents th e C hurch  in  g lo ry , th is  
be in g  in d icated  b y  th e declaration  th a t  i t  w as lik e  u n to  a  b rid e  
p repared  fo r  her husband, and the fu rth er  dem onstration  is  in 
th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  an gel w ho ca lled  t o  Joh n , sa y in g , “ Com e, I  
w ill show  y o u  the bride, th e  L am b ’s w ife ,”  show ed h im  the 
N ew  Jeru sa lem  descending, etc.— R ev . 2 1 :9 , 10.

T h e  w ord s o f  th e A p ostle  com p a rin g  th e  earth ly  Jerusalem  
w ith  th e h eaven ly  corrobora te  th e an gel’ s testim on y . T he en ­
t ire  G ospel age  has been th e  t im e  fo r  th e p rep aration  o f  th is 
N ew  Jerusalem . In  one figure w e are  th e  c ity , in  an oth er w e 
are the people  o f  the c ity . T h e  w a lls  a re  liv in g  stones, such 
as th e A p o s tle  P eter d escribes ; th e  fou n d a tion  stones are  the 
tw e lv e  ap ostles o f  th e  L am b. T h e  c ity  as a  w h ole  com prises 
a ll th e sa ints, from  o u r  L ord , th e H ead, dow n  to  and in clud ing  
th e  la s t  m em ber o f  the chu rch , w h ich  is  h is  bod y. N o t  u n til
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all these have been chosen and found faithful and fitted and 
prepared for their places, will this city descend to earth in 
power and come into the possession or control of the earth. The 
coming of that city to the earth is the symbolical representa­
tion of the establishment of God’s kingdom in the earth, for a 
city is a symbol representing government, control. Thus Wash­
ington City represents the United States government, St. Peters­
burg the Russian government, Paris the French government, 
Rome the Italian, Berlin the German, London the British, etc.

“ TH E R IV E R  OF TH E  W A T E R  OF L IF E ”
The throne of God and of the Lamb is represented as being 

in this city. That is to say, the kingdom, the government that 
will then be established in the world, will have as its center 
of authority the divine law and the divine power— every feature 
of the government will be in accord with the divine will. From 
the throne of God will proceed the river of the water of life, of 
crystalline purity, not muddy traditions with false doctrines. 
No impurity of any kind will be in it: it will be the pure 
message of the Lord, going forth from the Millennial kingdom 
for the blessing, refreshment, rejuvenation and eternal life of 
the whole world of mankind or so many of them as will ac­
cept the blessed provisions. Not only will the message of 
peace and the offer of life thus go forth from the throne to 
the whole world, but, additionally, there will be trees of life 
on both sides of the river, bearing twelve manner of fruits and 
yielding their fruits every month, and the leaves of these shall 
be for the healing of the nations.

The symbolic picture suggests nourishment and healing for 
the sin-sick, starving world, which then may partake freely of 
the blessings and privileges thus symbolized. No longer will 
it be necessary to say to men, “ The weaknesses of your fallen 
flesh will be with you until death, for although the Lord has 
graciously covered your sins because of faith in ihe Redeemer 
and the desire to walk in his way, nevertheless there is no es­
cape from the consequences of sin, there is nothing that will 
absolutely heal.”  When the new dispensation, represented by 
this symbolical city and its river of the water of life and the 
trees of life with their leaves of healing, is made available to 
men, it will be the beginning of the times of restitution spoken 
by the Lord through the mouth of all the holy prophets since 
the world began. (Acts 3:19-21) The restitution will affect 
all the willing and obedient, not only physically but mentally 
and morally: the uplift will be individual and world-wide. 
This is the very object of providing the river of life, the trees 
of life, their fruits and their leaves.

“ W H O SO E V E R  W IL L  M A Y  COM E”
The call of this Gospel age is a limited one, “ He that hath 

an ear, let him hear,”  and let him come, and, coming, be one 
of the elect. But the majority of our race cannot hear the 
message in the present time, hence cannot come, hence cannot 
be of the elect. The Scriptures clearly indicate a reserve in 
the matter of the Lord’s grace at the present time, our Lord’s 
word on the subject being, “ No man can come unto me except 
the Father which sent me draw him.”  Again, “ If I be lifted 
up I will draw all men unto me.”  This Gospel age is the period 
in which the Father is drawing the church to be the bride of 
Christ, but as soon as the marriage of the Lamb shall have 
taken place, as soon as the New Jerusalem, the church in glory, 
shall have been established in the earth, the drawing of all the 
families of the earth will ensue. They will not be drawn, how­
ever, to the same things to which we have been drawn; they 
will not be drawn to the heavenly things, to the joint-heirship 
with Christ in his kingdom; they will not be invited to be­
come members of his bride, for that bride class, that kingdom 
class, will then be completely beyond the possibility of any 
further additions.

This river of the water of life represents the blessed influ­
ence that will proceed to humanity from the glorified Christ, 
head and body— from the kingdom of God’s dear Son. When 
the blessed opportunities of that time are thoroughly open to 
the world, when the Sun of righteousness shall have scattered 
all the darkness of ignorance and sin, when Satan shall have 
been bound, when the river of the water of life shall flow freely, 
then the invitation that will go forth will no longer be a call 
of the elect, but an invitation to every creature, every member 
of the human race, to partake of the blessings and privileges 
which God has provided in Christ, that they may have the 
everlasting life and everlasting joy which is to be the portion of 
those who love righteousness and hate iniquity, and who avail 
themselves of the gracious provision in Christ.

The statement respecting that glorious time and message is, 
“ And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst. Come. And 
whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely.”— 
Verse 17.

There will be a bride then, but there is no bride now. The 
church is espoused, but the marriage of the Lamb is still de­
ferred, not yet accomplished. The last members of his church 
must complete their course, must pass their examination and 
enter into glory with him before the marriage be consummated. 
But after the marriage there will be not only the holy city, rep­
resenting the church in her official or governing capacity un­
der Christ her Head, but there will be also the blessed work of 
the church, the calling of the world’s attention to the river of 
the water of life, to the leaves of healing, to the fruits of the 
spirit; and the spirit, the power of God, will co-operate with 
the message that will then be promulgated, and the result un­
doubtedly will be that all the world shall hear, and that all 
who love righteousness and hate iniquity will return again to 
life eternal. It will require all the Millennial age for the de­
livery of this message to every creature and for them to avail 
themselves of the privileges.

It will be remembered that the Scriptures nowhere speak of 
the river of the water of life now. There is none, and can be 
none until the heavenly city descends, because the river must 
flow from the midst of it, from the throne. Describing the con­
dition of the Lord’s saints at the present time very differently, 
the Lord declares that those who are his have in them a well 
of water springing up into life eternal. We know what this is, 
we know in what sense each individual of the church has re­
ceived of his spirit, has in him a fountain of grace and truth 
for his refreshment; but there is no river of the water of life 
to which he could go or to which he could invite others to go.

“ TH E  H E A L IN G  OF T H E  N A T IO N S”

It should not be overlooked that the healing and refresh­
ment mentioned in this symbolization does not pertain to the 
“ little flock,”  the church, but to the world, the nations. The 
little flock will have been glorified, perfected in the first resur­
rection, before this offer of healing and restitution of the world 
is made. Undoubtedly Israel will be the first of the nations to 
be blessed, but subsequently all the families of the earth, as 
God’s oath-bound covenant has promised.

The glorious blessings and favors of that Millennial period, 
set apart by the Lord and declared by the mouth of all the holy 
prophets to be times of restitution of all things spoken of, is 
summed up most completely in the declaration, “ There shall 
be no more curse.”  In what more comprehensive language 
could the Lord declare the end of the reign of sin and death 
and the commencement of the reign of righteousness unto life 
eternal? There is a curse upon the world now, ollk'ial, legal. 
It has been against us as a race for six thousand years. It is a 
curse or sentence of death. Although our dear Redeemer has 
died, the Just for the unjust, although he was made a curse 
for us, nevertheless up to the present time release from that 
curse has come to only a small proportion of the race. In the 
Father’s plan the only ones released from the curse, the only 
ones who have yet escaped the condemnation which is still on 
the world, is the class which has accepted Christ and is trust­
ing in him.

These are not justified outwiardly, actually, but are justified 
in God’s sight, justified by faith. The world realizes not their 
justification and can appreciate it only by the exercise of faith. 
By faith they may realize that their sins were laid on Jesus 
and that his righteousness is imputed to them. Those who can 
thus exercise the necessary faith have had the opportunity dur­
ing this Gospel age of consecrating their justified lives, to have 
fellowship with Jesus in the sufferings of this present time, to 
have fellowship in his death, to be dead with him. The promise 
to these is that if faithful in this matter they shall live and be 
with their Lord, partakers of his glory and sharers in his fu­
ture work on behalf of the world.

With the end of this age, when the last members of the 
body shall have finished their course and be glorified with him, 
he as the great High Priest and they as the under priests, his 
members, will be prepared to bless the world. Then will be 
presented to the Father on behalf of the world the merit which 
came from our dear Redeemer’s death on behalf of all, shared 
by those who rejoiced to suffer with him and who are accepted. 
Then divine justice will declare the lifting of the curse from 
all the world of mankind, and then the work of graciously 
blessing and uplifting and helping them out of their sinful con­
ditions into life everlasting will be possible and will begin. 
There shall be no more “ curse” against humanity, but, on the 
contrary, they may have fellowship with the Lord, and the 
throne of his grace and the evidences of his favor will be theirs, 
and all who desire shall have the opportunity to serve him. 
All the night of darkness, ignorance, superstition and sin will 
be past; no longer will the world be dependent for light upon 
the imperfect shining of such little candles the Lord’s people 
now are.
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All who come into accord with the Lord shall see his face 
— that is, there will be no earth-born cloud between, no hin­
drances to the Father’s love and favor, and his name shall be 
in their foreheads. They will confess him, they will have his 
likeness, the various elements which go to make up his glorious 
name and character will be theirs and will be manifest in their 
faces. If, even now, under present imperfect conditions, the 
light of grace and truth in the heart transforms the outward 
features and makes them more and more bright and glorious, 
much more, we are sure, will this be true of those who at that 
time shall come under the influence of the light of divine favor 
and have their hearts filled with the Lord’s Spirit and truth.

“ T H E Y  SH A L L  B E IG N ”
The developments of that Millennial age will bring the will­

ing and obedient of the human family back to the original per­
fection, the image and likeness of God, and once more they will 
have direct communication with the Lord and not merely his 
written messages through apostles and prophets as now. “ And 
they shall reign forever and ever.” This does not refer to the 
church, whose reign has been previously described. The refer­
ence is to the reign of those whom the Millennial age shall find 
worthy of life eternal—all the unworthy being then cut off in 
the second death. The account here is in full accord with that 
of Matthew 25:34— the ■ sheep of that age will at its close be 
received into the fullest fellowship with the Lord, the goats of 
that period being destroyed.

The nature of the reign then to be delivered to the world 
we have already considered on other occasions, and shown that 
it will be the same reign or kingdom which at his creation was 
bestowed upon father Adam, as it is written in Psalms 8:6, 
“ Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands. Thou hast put all things under his feet: all sheep and 
oxen with the beasts of the field and fowl of the air and fish 
of the sea.”  This dominion of earth was part of what father 
Adam lost by his disobedience, and was a part, therefore, of 
what out Lord Jesus purchased by his obedience even unto 
death, and is to be an element of the restitution to be accom­
plished during the Millennial reign of Christ.

At the close of that reign the kingdom shall be delivered 
up to God, even the Father, by being delivered over to those 
for whom the Father originally intended it, and who by that 
time will have been fully prepared to receive it. The whole 
world of perfect men will be a world of kings, though doubtless 
one of their number will serve particularly as general or rep­
resentative, just as in the Republic every individual is a sov­
ereign and from their own number they choose a sovereign, a 
servant.

“ SA YIN G S F A IT H F U L  A N D T B U E ”
Having pictured the work of restitution down to its consum­

mation in the delivery of the kingdom to man, in harmony with 
the Father’s intention, the address of the revelation changes. 
We are assured that these wonderful promises are faithful and 
true, that the Lord God of the holy prophets sent l.is angel 
to show unto his servants the things which must shortly come 
to pass. Then the Master speaks to all of his church who have 
ears to hear, saying, “ Behold, I come quickly: Blessed is he
that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this book.”  The in­
timation seems to be that the book being symbolical, none can 
understand it except as its seals are loosed, as its messaage 
opens before the Lord’s people, and that when its sayings, its 
teachings come to be appreciated, it may be recognized by those 
who do understand it as an evidence that the Lord’s second 
advent and the establishment of his kingdom are close at hand.

This thought is further borne out by the statement of verse 
8. As we have already seen, John the revelator represented

those favored members of the churoh who, living in this end 
of the Gospel age, are granted the privilege of seeing and ap­
preciating more and more the things which he saw in symbol. 
The revelation being complete, John fell down before the angel 
who had given him the revelation to offer him worship. This 
may signify that in the end of this Gospel age as the whole 
churoh, the John class, comes to see the unfolding of the divine 
plan, there might be a spirit or disposition amongst them to 
do too much honor to the one used of the Lord in communicat­
ing to them the divine light now due.

The proprieties of the case are set forth to us in the con­
duct of the symbolical angel who talked to John and who repre­
sented some in the end of this age commissioned to present 
God’s truths to his people. He said, “ See thou do it not”— do 
not worship me, for I am not the author of this plan. I  am 
thy fellow servant, a brother to all the prophets and all those 
who keep the message of this revelation. God alone should be 
worshiped: he is the Author of the great plan and will be the 
finisher of it. It is brought to our attention now by him be­
cause it is now “ due time”  for his people to come to an appre­
ciation of his plans.

“ B IG H TE O U S OB F IL T H Y  S T IL L ”
The same thought continues: At the time that the features 

of this symbolical revelation shall come to be understood and 
appreciated by the Lord’s people, they may know that the time 
of the completion is near at hand. They are not to feel it nec­
essary to hide the matter. “ Seal not the sayings of this book, 
for the time is at hand.”  Furthermore, we are not to expect 
that the telling of this message, the explaining of the divine 
plan, will have the effect of converting the world. It was not 
intended to do this and will not do it. Notwithstanding the 
unfolding of the divine plan, this knowledge will only be for a 
special class for whom it was intended, namely, the Lord’s peo­
ple— “ None of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 
understand.”  So far as the revelations of the divine plan are 
concerned they are not intended to turn the filthy to make them 
righteous, nor will they be inclined contrariwise to turn the 
righteous to sin. So far as these revelations are concerned 
they who are righteous may be righteous still, they who are 
filthy may be filthy still, they who are holy may be holy still.

How true it is that present truth, although in many re­
spects full of comfort and encouragement to the Church in re­
spect to their dear friends who are out of Christ, has no effect 
whatever upon those who love sin, who are filthy, who are un­
righteous. It appeals only to those who are already right­
eously inclined. This does not mean that it appeals only to 
those who are saints, who are holy. There are some who are 
not saints because they have never properly grasped the con­
ditions of the divine call of the present time, but who are, 
nevertheless, righteous persons, persons who desire to live up­
rightly, honorably, honestly, who are sincere and truthful in 
their own hearts and in their dealings with others so far as 
their knowledge permits. To these lovers of righteousness, of 
truth, as well as to the holy, the revelations of the divine plan 
now unfolding commend themselves, and intensify their love for 
righteousness and appreciation of full consecration to the 
Lord.

On the other hand the unrighteous and the filthy simply 
ignore this message and are not moved specially by it. During 
the Millennia] kingdom time, however, we may expect that 
the vigorous processes of the kingdom will correct many of 
these filthy and unrighteous, and ultimately develop many of 
them into lovers of the light and the truth and the way, bring­
ing many of them into full fellowship with the Lord, which 
will secure to them life everlasting.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR JUNE
Below wc announce the prepared lessons for June. Word 

reaches us that the dear friends who have adopted these studies 
are growing more and more interested in them. They open up 
so thorough a study of the topics and give all opportunity to 
participate that they supply more “ meat,”  more spiritual nour­
ishment, than can generally be obtained in the same time.

We recommend these studies for one of the meetings you 
usually have or for a new meeting if those now held are all too 
good to be displaced. Something of this kind is surely needed 
to refresh the mind along lines already partly understood.

The topic is quite sufficient for one session each on the four 
Sundays of June— say four questions or so each. If possible 
have each one who can and will read distinctly take a part. 
For instance, five could share in the first question, three in the 
second, three in the third, three in the fourth, thirteen in all. 
If there are fewer than thirteen willing to take part, give more 
than one reference to the more competent. In no case should

an indifferent reader be given a lengthy selection or reference. 
The success of the study depends greatly on the wisdom of the 
leader, who should apportion the references the Sunday pre­
vious to the meeting, and assist the friends every way as a 
true “ under shepherd,”  seeing that ample opportunities are af­
forded for the reverential investigation of each topic. The 
leader should briefly sum up the findings of the class on each 
question before proceeding to the next, and in conclusion 
should summarize briefly all the questions and the Spiritual an­
swers found. These are the Sunday evening lessons of the 
Allegheny church at the Bible House Chapel.

#  *  *

TEM PEBAN CE— SELF-CONTBOL
1. What is the importance of self-control? Prov. 25:28; 

16:32; E. 125, H 1; Z. ’01-295 (2d col. H 2, 3) ; Z. 01- 
326 (1st and 2d cols.)

[3572]



June 1, 1905 Z I O N ’S W A T C H  T O W E R (174-175)

2. Is self-control necessary in the interest of others? 1 Cor.
8:13; Z. ’03-43 (1st col. 1 2) to 45; Z. ’97-234 (2d 
col. 1 1.)

3. Are we to be “ temperate in all things” ? 1 Cor. 9:25; 
Z. ’97-147, (2d col. 1 2) ; Z. ’97-76 (2d col. 1 1 to 4.)

4. Does self-control imply purification of the thoughts and
intents of the heart? 1 Jno. 3 :3 ; Z. ’99-216 (1st col. 
If 1) ; Z. ’01-324 (1st col. 1f 1, 2.)

5. Does temperance or self-control apply to our language?
Jas. 1:19, 26; Col. 4 :6 ; Eccl. 5 :2 ; Z. ’98-250 (1st 
col. If 3) ; Z. ’99-75 (2d col. If 1.)

6. Does self-control extend to business affairs? 1 Tim. 6:10;
Z. ’98-250 (2d col. If 1.)

7. Why is temperance necessary in our eating and drinking?
1 Cor. 10:31; Z. ’98-250 ) 2d col. If 2.)

8. Should we be temperate in our joys as well as in our
sorrows? Z. ’98-251 (1st col. If 1, 2) ; Z. ’05-94 (1st 
col. 1f 2.)

9. Is it possible to be intemperate in studying the Scriptures
and in attending religious meetings? F. 319, If 1; F. 
503, If 1.

10. What is the relation of the “ new will”  toward the con­
trol of the flesh ? 1 Cor. 9:27; F. 600, 1f 1; F. 488, If 
2; F. 489, f  1; Z. ’01-296 (1st col. If 1, 2.)

11. What is the duty of the church toward those “ new crea­
tures” who are lacking in self-control? F. 148, If 2; F. 
149, If 1; F. 150, If 1; F. 289-292.

12. Why is self-control an essentia] qualification in an Elder?
Titus 1:7, 8; F. 251, If 2; Z. ’97-156 (2d col. If 2) ; 
F. 249, If 2; Z. ’99-75 (2d col. If 2) ; Z. ’00-195 (1st 
col. If 3.)

13. Why is it important that parents exercise self-control ?
Col. 3:21; F. 526, 1 1; F. 527, 1 1; F. 528, 1 1, 2; 
F. 530, 1 1, 2.

14. How can suggestion be applied in teaching children self-
control? F. 551 (1 1) to 554.

15. How can we cultivate self-control? Z. ’03-421 (1st col.
1 1, 2 ) ;  Z. ’98-251 (1st col. 1 4.)
(a) By prayer, F. 149', 1 1, 2.
(b) By study of the Word, Z. ’02-308 (1st col. 1 1, 6; 

2d col. 1 1.)
(c) By being filled more and more with the holy Spirit, 

Z. ’02-264 (2d col. 1 4, 5) ; E. 275, 1 1; E. 283 
1 1, 2.

(d) By fasting, Z. ’98-45 (1st col. If 2.)
16. What other most important grace will naturally be de­

veloped by attaining a large measure of self-eontrol?
Z. ’98-251 (1st col. 1 3 ) ;  Z. ’96-222 (1st col. 1 1.)

ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM FAITHFUL WORKERS
Dear Brother R u s s e l l :—

We have thought for a long time that we ought to express 
our gratitude to you for your service rendered to the household 
of faith in giving out the “ meat in due season.”  It is a little 
over four years now since the light of present truth reached 
us, and well do we remember when we first received some of 
your literature, and through it learned of our heavenly Father’s 
plan. How our hearts went out to him and you as his ser­
vant, and we are still very grateful.

We are still rejoicing and how we long to tell the good 
news, but with our farming work we felt that there was not 
very much that we could do. But through your encourage­
ment and the much advice and encouragement that we re­
ceived from our dear Brother Owen, wife and I entered the 
colporteur work, feeling that if we could sell four or five books 
each day, we would be satisfied.

Since that time, we have, by the help of our heavenly 
Father, succeeded in selling over fourteen thousand Da w n s , 
and we are still rejoicing and have an increasing desire to 
spread the good news. We are settled here with Sister Roberts 
for the winter, as my health will not permit me to do much 
at the work in extreme weather. However, we will do some 
work here as opportunity offers.

Pray for us that we may continue in this way until our 
heavenly Father says, “ It is enough, come up higher.”  With 
Christian love to yourself and all the Bible House friends, from 
us both.

Yours in the one good hope,
W . H. D ickerson and  W ife ,— Ind.

Dear Breth ren :—Believing it might be of interest to you, 
I will relate how the truth as presented in Millennial Dawn 
affected a. very rank outspoken Infidel, an old French doctor, 
85 years old, an admirer of R. G. Ingersoll, of whom I was 
warned repeatedly that he was “ poison” to all preachers and 
religious workers.

Unheeding the warnings, I called upon him. After, as a 
colporteur, stating my business, which seemed to nettle him, 
he asked if the Da w n  taught that the Bible was the inspired 
word of God. I told him that it did. He at once told me that 
he wanted nothing further to do with us, and he had enough of 
Christianity, and that its whole foundation was a fraud and 
a fake from beginning to end.

I asked leave to intrude further upon his time that he might 
point out to me wherein the Bible was a fake, and for what 
purpose.

After a week attempt to entangle the Bible account of Crea­
tion, the Levitical Priesthood, etc., he left the Bible and at­
tacked modern theology, and the “ so-called Christian govern­
ments”  as he expressed it.

After being informed that our mission was not to  bolster up 
any creed or theory as held by the several churches, but that it 
was rather to show and prove the harmony of the Bible with 
itself, as in contrast with all man-made theologies, which are 
casting so much reproach upon the Bible, he began to give ear 
attentively, and finally ordered the first volume o f  D a w n .

I have called upon him several times since, and really,

words cannot justly describe the wonderful change in the spirit 
and disposition of this man— once haughty and sarcastic, he is 
now friendly and docile. He has become so interested in “ The 
Plan of the Ages,”  that he has solicited orders among other 
free thinkers, and had me leave an extra D a w n  in his office for 
him to sell for me.

Just how he will use this knowledge of the truth is left for 
time to tell. For my part I am thankful for the privilege of 
scattering a few, at least, of the precious seeds of truth, even 
though some fall upon stony soil.

With much Christian love, your brother in Hope,
T hos. Co x ,— Missouri.

Dear B rother:—
It will interest and gratify you to hear that I have had a 

reading of the six volumes of M il l e n n ia l  D a w n , which I got 
from a brother who acts as colporteur in this locality, dissemi­
nating these works and other tracts and booklets from the 
branch Australian depot in Melbourne.

I had my early teaching in the U. Presbyterian school, but 
for long years I have severed myself from that teaching, and 
for some time I have been associated with believers in “ Life in 
Christ only,”  known as Conditional Immortality. Much of 
what truth you give we have long found and accepted, but I 
must confess that until I have been led to carefully read your 
works many of the vast problems in Scripture remained myste­
ries. I testify that your modest offer of a “ helping hand”  has 
been more than affording some light, a ray of light, but has 
come as an opened door, revealing a flood of light. Thank 
God for this. To him be all the praise. I am now re-reading 
these works, and shall apply all my intellect and intelligence 
to grasp this teaching. I have circulated quite a number of 
the D aw n s  and created much interest in my circle of friends. 
I am in my 62nd year and feel situated like one called at the 
eleventh hour. Yours in the faith,

Joseph  H eatley ,— New Zealand.
H O W  TH E T R U T H  R E A C H E D  B R IG . G E N E R A L H A L L

Dear Brother R u ss e l l :—
While attending the St. Louis Fair about the middle of last 

September, I went through a car in the Transportation Build­
ing, and there picked up two tracts, “ Sequel to Eaton-Russell 
Debates”  and “ Criticisms of Millennial Hopes and Prospects 
Examined.”  I read them after a time, and became so much 
interested in their contents that I procured the first volume 
of M ille n n ia l  D a w n  and found it interesting beyond any­
thing I ever read. I thank God that I have found it and after 
a careful study of the same, and reading the other volumes, 
know that I have a correct understanding of many parts of the 
Scriptures I never had before. I also thank the kindly hand 
that placed those tracts in that car, and hope that some of 
them appealed to many others as they have to me.

Previous to that time I  had never heard of M il l e n n ia l  
D a w n . Now I’m trying with God’s help to follow the path 
made so plain and clear therein. The fact that this wonderful 
work of yours appealed so strongly to me at once is a great 
encouragement to me to do the best I can.

Faithfully yours in Christ, W. P. H a l l ,— U. S. A.
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