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strengthened us. If they do not get it they will faint by the 
way as they go looking for other provisions. We have the very 
thing which all of the household of faith need; without it they 
cannot maintain their standing, they cannot press on, they 
shall surely become discouraged. A thousand shall fall at our 
side and ten thousand at our right hand without this needed 
nourishment. Let us be alert.

THE USE OF MEANS— THEN AND NOW

The lad who had the loaves and fishes and who put them at 
the disposal of the Lord, we may be sure was greatly blessed, 
although we hear nothing further of him than is here men­
tioned. It was a case of opportunity, and we may be sure 
that the boy thus willing to put hi3 all at our Lord’s disposal, 
instead of attempting to sell it to the hungry at famine prices, 
received a corresponding blessing. The lesson for all is that 
whatever we may have of financial means for sending forth 
the bread of life to others, or whatever we may have of knowl­
edge of the truth, is neither to be selfishly hoarded noi selfishly 
partaken of by ourselves. It is to be consecrated to the Lord, 
and out of that consecration the Lord will bring blessing to 
others and increased blessings upon our own heads and hearts.

The Golden Text of our lesson may be said to be the very 
heart of it in some respects. It was after Jesus had spent 
the night in prayer and toward morning came to his disciples 
still on the lake in the boat— stormstayed— and after they had 
come to the landing safely, that some of those who had been 
with him and who had partaken of the miraculous bread and 
fish had returned to the vicinity of Capernaum and sought 
Jesus again, that he upbraided them and accused them of seek­
ing him more for the loaves and fishes than on account of the 
truths which ho. proclaimed; and using this as a text, pro­
ceeded to tell them of himself as the Bread of Eternal Life 
that had come down from heaven, of which if a man eat he 
would never die— the bread of life everlasting.

Blessed are our ears for we have heard! blessed are the 
eyes of our understanding tor we have seen him! blessed are 
wo for we have tasted of this Bread of Life! Blessed are we if

we are still hungering and thirsting after righteousness, and 
day after day being more and more filled according to the prom­
ise.

A FAMINE FOE THE WOBD OF GOD— AMOS. 8:11
We live in very stirring times, in times when there is a 

greater hungering for knowledge, for wealth, for influence, for 
power, for everything, than there ever was before. Everybody 
seems to be hungry. Yet our day is so full of philosophies, in­
ventions, sciences (true and false), money-making schemes, 
financial schemes, theological schemes, etc., etc., that the whole 
world is absorbed in attempts to satisfy these various hunger- 
ings of the soul. Yet these things do not satisfy even the 
worldly;— they still hunger and thirst; and nothing will ever 
satisfy them but the living bread—the Truth. Now is the time 
for us who have become “new creatures in Christ Jesus”  to see 
to it that we dispense to others the true bread and water of 
life; and that our own earthly hunger for earthly things shall 
not be prospered or gratified at the expense of our spiritual 
hunger for spiritual things, but that the latter shall have our 
special attention and care and provision.

The more people are satisfied with earthly things the less 
inclination they will have for the heavenly things, and the more 
we are satisfied with the heavenly things the less of appetite 
will we have for the earthly things. The new nature flourishes 
at the expense of the old nature, and the new ambitions, hopes 
and desires at the expense of the old. Likewise when the old 
nature flourishes, it is at the expense of the new in all of 
life’s aftairs. Let us then, realizing the difference be­
tween the food that perisheth and the food that brings divine 
blessing—eternal life— let us choose the latter, let us feed more 
and more upon the Lord and upon his Word and thus grow 
strong in the Lord and in the power of his might, and be more 
and more weaned from the world, its spirit, its hopes, its am­
bitions. We seek a heavenly country, a heavenly kingdom, a 
heavenly nature, and heavenly qualities, fitted and prepared for 
that heavenly nature. We have found the great Life-giver, the 
one who can and does supply this bread from heaven. It is our 
great privilege to be the dispensers of this bread. “ Give ye 
them to eat.” “ He that hath an ear let him hear.”

QUARTERLY REVIEW— MARCH 27
Golden Text:— “Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the Gospel of the kingdom, and

nealmg all manner of sickness.”—Matt. 4:23.
The Sunday lessons for this quarter have given us numer­

ous profitable pictures and studies in the life of Christ. Begin­
ning with his birth we have traced his life from boyhood to 
manhood, and there noted his consecration even unto death 
and his consequent begcttal of the holy Spirit as the beginning 
of the new creature of God—the head of the church. We have 
followed him through the various steps of his ministry, noted 
many of his wonderful miracles on the sea and on the land, 
and in every particular have seen him faithful to his mission, 
“ Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” 
his expression as a boy, seemed to be with him through all 
the affairs of life.

We are to remember that while Palestine at the present 
time has a population of about 600,000, it had about ten times 
as many in our Lord’s day. Galilee, where most of his mira­
cles were performed, as recorded in this quarter’s lessons, is 
supposed to have had over 100 towns of 15,000 population, ot 
a total population of over 3,000,000. The people of Galilee 
were evidently thrifty, prosperous work people. The aristoc­
racy centered more about Jerusalem, and the explanation is 
given that Jesus could no more walk in Jewry because the 
Jews sought to kill him. Hence, as we have seen, much of his 
time was spent in Galilee, and evidently with the people best 
prepared to receive his teachings. We remember that he was 
called the “ Galilean,” and his disciples were “ men of Galilee.”

The essence of this quarter’s lessons to the Lord’s conse­
crated people should be specially that of discipleship— follow­
ing the footsteps of this great Teacher and Savior. He has

called us also to be fishers of men, and we have responded to 
his call and left all to follow him, to be his disciples, to share 
his experiences and whatever ignominy may come as the result 
of faithfulness to him and the truths which he proclaimed. To 
us also he has displayed his powers, permitting us to see and 
know things which are kept secret from those without. To us 
he has given the good tidings of the kingdom to encourage us, 
to inspire our hearts with love and loyalty. Blessed were those 
disciples of old, and blessed are the disciples of today! The 
blessing then was largely dependent upon the nearness of the 
disciples to the Lord, and the nearness was marked largely by 
the degree of zeal and devotion; and thus we must expect it to 
be today. It was Peter, James and John, who were the most 
zealous of the apostles, that had the special favors when such 
were to be given. And so it is today; those who most cheer­
fully, most zealously forget self and earthly ambitions, aims 
and projects, and who most fully give themselves to the Lord 
and to his service, these may walk nearest to the Lord at all 
times; these may go with him to the mount; these may.be 
special witnesses of his powers, and these in special times may 
be close to the Lord. Some, like John, may not only sit at 
meat with him, but sit next to him—in his bosom. In pro­
portion as our lives are copies of the Lord’s all the time and 
influence at our disposal, outside of necessary obligations for 
things needful to ourselves and families, will be spent as he 
spent his time—in doing good unto all men, especially unto 
the household of faith.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
THE EBA OF BEUGIOUS TOLEBATION

Dr. Alexander McKenzie, pastor of the oldest Trinitarian 
Congregational Church in Cambridge, and Dr. DeNormandie, 
pastor of the ancient Unitarian Church of Roxbury, exchanged 
pulpits recently; and the next Sunday the Rev. Dr. George A. 
Gordon of the Old South (Third) Church and the Rev. James 
Eells of the First Church (Unitarian) exchanged pulpits, and, 
later in the day, Drs. Gordon and Eells officiated together at
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the communion service in the First Church, to which Dr. Gor­
don invited his people.

These facts have much significance when locally appraised, 
but they are only part of a movement by no means sectional 
or denominational. The pastor and pastor emeritus of the 
leading Trinitarian Congregational Church in the State of Iowa 
have just refused, on conscientious grounds, to belong to the 
Ministerial Association of Des Moines, “so long as fellowship
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is denied to Jews, Catholics and Unitarians,”  and this because,
“ in their opinion, the action of the association in withholding 
fellowship from the ministers of these churches does not rep­
resent the Christian sentiment of the churches; does not measure 
up to Western standards of hospitality, and finds no justifica­
tion in the ideals of modern civilization.”  Notwithstanding 
the Rev. B. Fay Mills still affirms that he is a Unitarian in 
theology, he is being welcomed to the pulpits of more than one 
Orthodox Congregational church in Wisconsin, and is being 
accepted as a teacher of social Christianity. So that this new 
mood of fellowship between two long-alienated wings of the 
one denomination is not confined to Massachusetts or to Con­
necticut—as the recent State conference’s action with respect 
to the church in Plymouth proved—but has extended to the in­
terior, hitherto deemed unreservedly conservative.”— Boston 
Transcript.

*  *  *

PILATE AND HEEOD MADE FBIENDS
The very occasion of our Lord’s rejection and crucifixion 

was the same in which Pilate and Herod were reconciled. Sim­
ilarly, as the foregoing shows, we have now reached the time 
when the wide extremes of Trinitarism and Unitarianism are 
reconciled; but in this the very moment when both should be 
harmonized by the truth, both unite against it. It seems a 
trifling thing that Unitarians, who utterly repudiate our Lord’s 
pre-existent state and his leaving the glory of the Father and 
that he was our Redeemer, should be fellowshipped by those 
who go to the opposite extreme and claim that Jesus was one 
in person, in substance, with the Father and his equal in power 
and glory.

Why, under the circumstances, should the view which har­
monized all the Scriptures on the subject —  that shows our 
Lord's pre-existence next to the Father and above all others, 
which shows him while on earth to have been “ the man Christ 
Jesus,” “holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners” ; and 
which Scripturally presents him as now “ highly exalted, far 
above angels, principalities and powers—be opposed in every 
way imaginable?

The secret reason is that all these ministers have become 
higher critics and evolutionists;— in plainer terms agnostics or 
infidels. That Trinitarians no longer believe in the trinity 
and have repudiated the Bible as a divine light. They are ful­
filling prophecy, unwittingly, and fancy that they are making 
a great advance. (Isaiah 29:14) Truly they are ridding 
themselves of unscriptural traditions received from the dark 
ages, but at what a cost! They are discarding cardinal truths 
which their errors obscured and which alone kept them at all 
in touch with the Lord. We want none of their union m un­
belief: but the “ One Lord, one faith, one baptism,” and one 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus, who is above all.

Now is the time for true soldiers of the cross who have put 
on the “whole armor of God” to wisely, to carefully, loyally 
help the dear “brethren” who are still loyal to the Lord and 
confused by present-day developments. Let us not hesitate 
to “ lay down our lives for the brethren”— our time, talent, in­
fluence—doing all as unto the Lord, the Captain of our sal 
vation.

VIEWS OF A PROMINENT CLEVELAND D.D.
Evidently some ministers realize their true situation. Note 

the following plain statements, clipped from the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer:

“ In speaking yesterday of his recent utterances regarding 
the surprisingly small number of persons who joined Cleve­
land churches last year, Dr. Wood said:

“  ‘The a r ith m etica l phase o f  the chu rch  p rob lem  tod a y , I  b e ­
lieve, can be expla ined  in no other w ay  than  by  the expression ,
“ Old th in gs have passed aw ay, a ll th in gs have becom e new .”

“  ‘The old systems of thought and expression, and the cor­
responding action, are working today, and there is abroad in 
the world a deep-seated conviction that something better is 
needed—a crying out of the soul for something that the church 
has not yet been able to supply, but is earnestly reaching after.
The apparent decay of, and lack of interest in. the present re­
ligious life, instead of being discouraging and disheartening, 
ought to be considered in the light of truest optimism.

“ ‘There is a marked transition. Yet I believe that out of 
all the debris of the present will come a new way of thinking, 
which will be more in accord with the divine plan for the up­
lifting of the race.

“  ‘P reachers tod a y  are consciou s th a t  the m essage they  brin g  
to  the peop le  is  n ot a m essage w hich  supplies th e h ea rt ’ s d e­
m ands, an d  m any o f  us, I  believe, w ou ld  be g lad  to  becom e 
prophets o f  the H igh er T ru th  w ere it  n o t fo r  the fear o f  los in g  
ou r p os ition s  as sa fe  leaders am ong  them . B u t the tim e is  near 
a t hand w hen, i f  th e  v o ice  o f  the C h ristian  m in is try  is to  be 
heard, c lergym en  m u st take th eir  stand  fo r  those th in gs  w hich
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are true, as against those things which they have been trying 
to make themselves and the world believe are true.’ ”

RUSSIA AND THE WAR
Russia in Manchuria is thus described by Senator Bev­

eridge, who has recently visited there:
“Although the Russians are slothful, their course in Man­

churia has been wonderfully modern. By the side of every 
filthy, reeking Chinese town has arisen a clean, orderly Russian 
town, with wide streets, often paved, handsome residences, 
public buildings, amusement halls, churches, parks with band­
stands, drives—in every respect like the modern small cities of 
our Middle West. Thus is the Chinese population of Man­
churia being taught, not by precept but by example.

“ One of the great services Russia has rendered Manchuria 
and all the countries of the globe which sought to trade with 
that province was the destruction of the thriving bands of 
brigands who infested the country, and whose power had so 
grown that they captured every shipment of goods across the 
country not previously protected by insurance in an office estab­
lished by the bandits for that purpose. The Russians, it seems, 
in a short war on these marauders, slew over two thousand, and 
hunted the remainder to the far corners of the empire.”

Senator Beveridge finds the Russian to “have more under­
standing of the Oriental temperament and Oriental conditions 
than is possessed by any other European people, and scarcely 
less than the Japanese themselves have. Because of this fact 
Russia has succeeded so well in eastern Asia. It is feared and 
hated in war, but liked in peace. The Russian never retreats 
from ground once occupied, and when he makes war he is ter­
rible. He never parleys. In peace he is quiet, orderly, just. 
He minds his own business, and is kind, untiringly patient and 
conciliatory. But when he makes war he makes it so thor­
oughly that he never needs do the same job over again. This 
is the keynote, as sounded by Skobeleff, the hero of all Rus­
sians: ‘My system is this— to strike hard, and keep on hitting
until resistance is completely over; then at once to form ranks, 
cease slaughter, and be kind and humane to the prostrate 
enemy.’............

“ Holy Russia looks to the regeneration of the world as one 
of her great, if, indeed, not her greatest historic mission. Of 
course, even the most fanatical Russian churchman does not 
consider this a thing of the present day or the present decade 
or the present century. Indeed the centuries, to the thought 
of the Russian churchman (or, for that matter, the Russian 
statesman), are small matters. ‘All in God’s own time’ is the 
motto of the Russian peasant. If ‘the mills of the gods grind 
slowly’ to us, they do not grind slowly to the Russian. He sees 
no particular reason for hurry. Let the processes of evil and 
good work out their distinct results naturally. Let the world's 
age-old battle between darkness and light not be waged in the 
flash of a spark struck from the meeting of swords of single 
combatants in some portion of the universal field. It is a 
gigantic struggle, in which the decades are but moments and 
the centuries but hours. In the end light will conquer dark­
ness, thinks the Russian; and, to his mind, the Christian faith 
is the all-conquering light and the Greek Orthodox Church the 
only true bearer of that sacred torch.”

The New York Press contains the following interesting item 
on the war:

“A United States naval officer of high military reputation 
gave The Press his opinion at the outbreak of the war that tho 
Russian war-ships, guns and torpedoes would be of no value to 
the Czar, because his ‘people do not know how to use their tools.’ 
Since the Russians have so abundantly confirmed his judgment 
of their navy—blowing up their own ships on their own mines, 
firing into their own lines and generally doing more harm to 
themselves than to the enemy— it will be of interest to see if his 
views are also well founded as to the Russian army. This 
officer believes that the Russian army will be proved far interior 
to its efficiency of thirty years ago, for the reason that the Rus­
sian in the ranks is not a thinking man or capable of indepen­
dent action. In the old manner of fighting in mass one man 
was as good as another so long as he had a strong stomach for 
combat, since he could be directed and controlled by the officer 
standing near him, even flogged (literally with whips) into 
quick and soldierly action.

“ In the fighting line of today, however, the men of the ranks, 
strung out at great distances, in ‘open formation,’ taking ranges 
where the enemy cannot even be seen, and in return being fired 
at by those they cannot see and whose position they cannot 
locate (thanks to smokeless powder) without intelligent deduc­
tion, must all be capable of independent action and thoughtful 
action or they will fail to perform any useful function in a 
battle. A subaltern cannot be near all his men. He cannot 
give them commands except for general formation and maneuver 
unless by signal. If a soldier does not find the right range,
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there is no ona to give it to him, if he is firing to the right when 
his enemy is to the left of him, no one will discover the fact 
for him. On the firing line today every man who carries a 
rifle, to be an efficient soldier, must be capable of self-command, 
his own sub-lieutenant, lieutenant and captain when necessary. 
And he must know something of the science of war, of which, 
the American officer declares, the Russian in the ranks, having 
an extremely low intelligence and absolutely no education 
(ninety-six per cent of the Russians cannot read), is totally 
and densely ignorant.

“ However brave the Russian is, therefore— and the Ameri­
can officer concedes him the greatest amount of sheer animal 
courage—he is not expected by military men of the modern 
school of war to make much better use of his fighting tools on 
land than on sea. If this opinion should prove to be a fact in 
the land campaign which is now following the brilliant per­
formances of the Japanese afloat, the Czar, with his hope of 
military ascendancy utterly crushed, will begin to think, no 
doubt, of educating his millions on millions of subjects who 
have never been permitted even to see a printed letter; and in 
such event the Russian war, terrific defeat though it should be, 
would come to be a blessing to the Russian people gaining this 
boon, and to the world.”

RUSSIA'S AWAKENING
“Russia’s behavior since war with Japan was declared, and 

especially in the interval since the Port Arthur engagement 
and the sinking of two Russian war-ships at Chemulpo, is sug­
gestive of anything but a power flushed with confidence. The 
studied and insistent appeals to Christendom that are proceed­
ing from St. Petersburg, setting forth the respects in which 
Japan has violated, or seems to Russia to have violated, the 
law of nations since the beginning of hostilities may be war­
ranted or not, in the judgment of competent international law­
yers. But at any rate it is apparent that Russia has been 
surprised, and that she is beginning to realize poignantly the 
difficulties by which she is confronted. Her complaints are a 
plain confession of physical weakness. It would be no marvel 
if Russia should succeed, by the diplomacy which has for many 
decades been her chief reliance, in so enlisting the sympathies 
of France and Germany as to complicate affairs in the gravest 
manner.” —Pittsburgh Press.

NOAH’ S ARK WELL PROPORTIONED
The New York Tribune credits to the Syren and Shipping 

the following comparison of the ark with modern vessels:
“ Within the last ten years the general dimensions of the 

ark have been closely followed by cargo steamship builders for 
deep sea and the American Great Lakes service. According to 
the Bible, the ark was 480 feet long, 80 feet wide and 48 feet 
deep. Her tonnage was 11,413,-and she had plenty of room 
for pairs of all the distinct species of animals that are classed 
by Buffon—244—and she could have accommodated a thousand 
persons, and then have had plenty of room for the storage of 
supplies. In the seventeenth century Peter Jansen, a Hol­
lander, built a vessel of the exact proportions of the ark, and 
she was successful, as the records of the time show, in making 
money for her owners. Noah, ‘the Father of Naval Architec­
ture,’ is held in profound respect by naval architects of today, 
who know how immeasurably the Phoenicians, Greeks and Ro­
mans and all other shipbuilders fell short of the excellence of 
the tvpe of the ark as a commodious, safe and economical 
vessel.”

MENTAL TOXIN AND ANTITOXIN
That thoughts may poison is a well-proven fact. Depress­

ing thoughts interfere with the cerebral circulation, impairing

the nutrition of the cells and nerve centers. The result is that 
the organs and tissues manifest lost or impaired function— 
loss of general nutrition follows—and a break-down is inevit­
able. Fear, worry, anger, envy, jealousy, and other negative 
thoughts reflect themselves most disastrously in the human 
system. Fear has paralyzed nerve-centers and turned hair 
white over night. A mother’s milk has been poisoned by a fit 
of anger. Fear and hate—father and son—have produced in­
sanity, idiocy, paralysis, cholerina, jaundice, sudden decay of 
teeth, fatal anaemia, skin diseases, erysipelas and eczema. Epi­
demics owe their rapid spread and heavy death rate to fear and 
ignorance. Epidemics may kill their dozens— fear kills its 
thousands. All the brood of negative, fearful, selfish, hateful 
thoughts manifest themselves in physical conditions. Stig­
mata or marks upon the body, caused by fear or desire, are 
quite common in the annals of medical science and psychology.

Professor Gates, of the Smithsonian Institution of Wash­
ington, D. C., in his investigations of the effect of mental states 
upon the body, found that irascible, malevolent and depressing 
emotions generated in the system injurious compounds, some 
of which were extremely poisonous; he also found that agree­
able, happy emotions generated chemical compounds of nutri­
tious value, which stimulated the cells to manufacture energy. 
He says:

“ Bad and unpleasant feelings create harmful chemical pro­
ducts in the body, which are physically injurious. Good, 
pleasant, benevolent feelings create beneficial chemical products 
which are physically healthful. These products may be de­
tected by chemical analysis in the perspiration and secretions 
of the individual. More than forty of the good, and as many 
of the bad, have been detected. Suppose half a dozen men in 
a room. One feels depressed, another remorseful, another ill- 
tempered, another jealous, another cheerful, another benevolent. 
Samples of their perspiration are placed in the hands of the 
psycho-physicist. Under his examination they reveal all these 
emotional conditions distinctly and unmistakably.”

Remember this it not “ the airy fancy of some enthusiastic 
mental scientist,”  but is the testimony of a leading scientific 
investigator in the laboratories of the Smithsonian Institution, 
one of the best known scientific institutions of the world. 
“ Chemical analysis,”  mind you—not “ transcendental imagin­
ings.”

Now I have said enough about the toxin and a little about 
the anti-toxin of the mind. I might go on for hours, stating 
example after example, illustration after illustration; but the 
tale would be just the same. Now, what are you going to do 
about it? Are you going to keep on poisoning yourself and 
those about you with vile, malignant thoughts reeking with the 
miasmatic effluvia of hate—emitting the noxious exhalation of 
fear and worry? Or will you cease being a psychic pest-house, 
and begin to fumigate and disinfect your mind? And after 
getting rid of all the microbes of fear and worry and the bacilli 
of hate, jealousy and envy, open wide the windows of the mind 
and admit the bright sunshine of love, and the bracing air of 
confidence and fearlessness.

Come, friends, let us get out of this habit of poisoning the 
air with fear, worry and hate thought. Let us join the ranks 
of the Don’t Worry company—the fearless brigade, the invin­
cible, conquering army of Love. Let us be bright, cheerful and 
happy—the other things are not worth while. Let us be con­
fident, expectant, hopeful and cheerful—these things are win­
ners. Let us be filled with love for all men and God, and we 
will find that life is one sweet song. Love, faith and fearless­
ness are the ingredients of life’s great anti-toxin. Try it and 
be blessed.—Selected.

“HIS W A Y IS PERFECT”
“As for Ood, his way is perfect: the Word of the Lord is trie l ; he is a buckler to all those that trust in him.

God, save the Lordf or who is a Rock, sane our God?”—Psa. 18:30, 31.
For tcho is

God's way is his plan or purpose, that which he purposes 
to accomplish and which he is steadily working out according 
to the counsel of his own will. Men also have various plans 
and purposes of their own which they try to work out as nearly 
as possible. Some men purpose to amass a fortune; some to 
acquire a liberal education and vastly to increase their mental 
capacity and power; others to gain fame and popular applause, 
or social oi political preferment, etc., etc. But to most men 
the way they choose proves unsatisfactory after a brief trial, 
and they turn restlessly from one way to another; and even 
when they pursue one way to the end they realize that it has 
been an unprofitable way—that the end was not worthy of the 
strife necessary to gain it.

Then again men have their various ways or theories as to 
how God will or ought to accomplish the world’s salvation.

Some claim that it will be accomplished by a process of evo­

lution, and that it is due to the race by right. Some of 
these blasphemously claim that the present degradation of 
the world is directly chargeable to God, who, they say, is the 
real author of all the sin and wickedness we see in the world— 
that he made men so, and is therefore bound in justice to 
bring them up to a better condition. There are others who 
claim that God has predestinated the vast majority of man­
kind to eternal torment without any will or choice of their own, 
their doom having been unalterably sealed before they were 
born, while a small minority were likewise unalterably elected 
to eternal salvation and happiness.

But these and various other incongruous theories are only 
the ways of men, and have no foundation in the Word ot God, 
except as men pervert that Word. It is a serious matter for 
any of God’s children to accept or entertain such views of his 
character and plan when they are so clearly stated in his in-
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spired Word; and any one who can hear our heavenly Father’s 
character thus traduced without feeling or expressing his right­
eous indignation is disloyal to God and unworthy to bear the 
name of Christ. If we have so much regard for the friendship 
of those who advocate such views of God’s character that we 
cannot reprove their course, we also rank ourselves with the 
enemies of the Lord, and he will surely so regard us. Such 
indifference to God and his truth shows clearly that there is 
something wrong at heart; and sooner or later such will drift 
into the outer darkness unless they promptly repent and reso­
lutely determine to make no compromises with error, and to 
cultivate no friendships with the enemies of the Lord.

But, “ As for God, his way is perfect,”  and his Word clearly 
sets forth his way to all the simple-minded ones who take him 
at his word and who have no fine-spun theories of their own to 
establish. In coming to God’s Word it is always important to 
remember that our attitude should be that of the disciple and 
not of the teacher. Such an attitude is itself a long step in the 
direction of a knowledge of the truth; for it is written that 
God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. (James 
4:6) If we come to his Word as reverent students, expecting 
to find therein the delineation of the pure and righteous char­
acter and plan of our God, that plan and character will be re­
vealed to us; but if we come to it in a captious spirit and with 
impure and unholy thoughts and ambitions, we have just the 
kind of poor, imperfect brains that can warp and twist the 
Scriptures to suit our own ideas. If we put on the colored 
glasses of prejudice we can read God’s Word as seen through 
them only.

And this is what the Psalmist implied when he said, “With 
the merciful thou wilt show thyself merciful; with an upright 
man thou wilt show thyself upright; with the pure thou wilt 
show thyself pure; and with the froward thou wilt show thyself 
froward. For thou wilt save the humble people, but wilt bring 
down high looks.” (Psa. 18:25-27) And again we read, “A 
scorner seeketh wisdom and findeth it not, but knowledge is 
easy unto him that understandeth;”  and, “ There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death.”— Prov. 14:6-12.

Oh, how we need to beware of “high looks”  and of the pride 
that goeth before destruction and of the haughty spirit that 
precedeth a fall! (Prov. 16:18) For if in pride we go about 
to establish our own ways, and do not fully submit ourselves to 
the right ways of the Lord, we will surely deceive ourselves and 
be led away by the error of the wicked, so that God’s way or 
plan, as viewed through the colored glasses of our ambitions 
and prejudices, will seem to our obscured vision as the Psalm­
ist describes—unmerciful, impure and perverse, instead of what 
it really is—merciful and holy and righteous altogether. There 
is nothing more dangerous than pride, whether it be manifested 
in a love of display or in ambitions to be great or to be thought 
well of by others. If we are ambitious to be more generous than 
God, and go about to establish the idea of the absolute certainty

of the everlasting salvation of every individual, when God 
plainly speaks to the contrary; or if we ignore God’s appointed 
means of salvation, which is by faith in the precious blood of 
Christ shed for the remission of sins, and endeavor to climb up 
to life by some other way, and to teach others to make the same 
effort; or if we repudiate the doctrine of the original perfection 
of man, who was created in the image of God, and also that of 
his own free will he fell into sin and thereby incurred its just 
penalty— death, and not eternal torment; or if we seek out any 
other human invention contrary to the Word of God, and go 
about to establish it, it is pride that is asserting itself; and if 
it be not promptly humbled it will surely and shortly end in 
complete alienation from God.

Dearly beloved, let us fear lest a promise being left us of 
entering into God’s rest— into the rest of abiding faith in his 
way, his glorious plan—any of us should come short of it, and 
instead of calmly and confidently resting in God’s way and in 
the blessed hope of its glorious outcome, we be left in confu 
sion and doubt upon the whole subject.

But if you have thus far stood firmly in the faith of God’s 
way we are persuaded better things of you; and if, with the 
Psalmist, you can say, “My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
fixed”  (Psa. 5 7 :7 ); if your heart is established in love and 
reverence and faith in the sure Word of God, then you may also 
say, “ For thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my God will en­
lighten my darkness.”  (Psa. 18:28) Yea, has it not been 
even so? Surely hitherto the Lord hath led us. The language 
of the prophet applies to all those humble and faithful ones 
whom the Lord has been leading—“ For by thee I have run 
through a troop [of opposing enemies] ; and by my God have I 
leaped over a wall”  [of bondage, into the glorious liberty of a 
son of God].—Psa. 18:29.

Beloved, have you been thus overcoming? have you been fol­
lowing the Lord’s leading? have you found, and are you still 
abiding in the sweet rest of faith in his plan, in his way, and 
not your own? “As for God, his way is perfect” :it is just 
and merciful and benevolent and wise and practicable, and sure 
of a glorious termination. “The Word of the Lord is tried” : 
when fully understood it will stand the test of every argument 
that could be formed against it as to its justice, its*wisdom, or 
its benevolence. Of this we are fully assured by our Lord, who 
prophetically declared that the testimony of those who come to 
a full knowledge of God’s plan will be— “Great and marvelous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, 
thou King of saints.”—Rev. 15:3.

“ The Lord is a buckler [a defense] to all those that trust 
in him; for who is God [is mighty] save the Lord’  or who is a 
rock [a safe anchorage to our souls] save our God?”  There is 
no other one to whom we may anchor our faith and hope; but 
securely anchored to him we may trust and not be afraid, and 
may sweetly rest under the shadow of his wing. “The Lord 
liveth; and blessed be our rock; and let the Lord of our salva­
tion be exalted.”—Psa. 18:46.

'•CHRIST BROUGHT LIFE AND IMMORTALITY TO LIGHT THROUGH THE
GOSPEL”

Mark 7:24-37.—April 3.
Golden Text :— “ Without faith it is impossible to please him.”—Heb. 11:6.

With this lesson we start a new quarter in studies of the 
earthly life of Christ. Since it falls on what is generally ob­
served as Easter Sunday, those who have arranged the lessons 
suggest, without breaking the narrative of Christ’s ministry, 
that this lesson be treated from the resurrection standpoint. 
The thought is a good one, especially for those whose eyes of 
understanding have been opened to some realization of the 
glorious things of the Millennial kingdom, for which the whole 
creation is groaning and waiting. These and not others can 
properly get a connection between our Lord’s miracle and the 
resurrection life of the Millennial age.
LIFE-RIGHTS FOR THE WORLD SECURED BY THE PRECIOUS

BLOOD
From this standpoint we perceive that while our Lord Jesus 

came into the world to die on man’s behalf, to redeem Adam 
and his race from the sentence of sin—namely, death—he did, 
additionally, two other important works. The redemptive work 
was the principal one, without which there could be no future 
life of any kind. The laying down of life daily until the sacri­
fice was finished at Calvary may, therefore, be designated the 
principal or foundation work accomplished by our Lord. With­
out that nothing else could have been of any avail, but on that 
foundation the other two works could proceed. The Apostle 
declares that the Lord brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel. This means that no clear and definite hope 
respecting eternal life had ever previously been given to any one

—even to the Jews. While other nations were without God, 
having no hope, the Jews did have a sufficiency of divine revela­
tion to inspire a hope in the resurrection; though they philos­
ophy of it—how God could be just and yet release those whom 
he had justly sentenced to death—they could not see, because 
it was not time, and therefore was not yet revealed.

Christ brought life to light by explaining to those who had 
ears to hear that he had come into the world to “give his life a 
ransom for many.”  (Mark 10:45) He explained further that 
the time would come when all in their graves should hear his 
voice in kingly authority, and awaken from the sleep of death 
—come forth from the prison house of the tomb. The people 
even then might have wondered what advantage there would be 
in such a release from the tomb if they would still be subject to 
the pains and aches and demon oppositions of the present time. 
Our Lord fortified the testimonies of the prophets respecting 
the Millennial age, which they declared would be a period of 
universal blessing, with nothing to hurt or destroy in all the holy 
kingdom. He showed how this could be by the various miracles 
which he performed: for he not only preached the kingdom of 
God, taught his disciples to look forward to it and to pray foi 
its coming and blessing and power, but in the various miracles 
which he performed he illustrated that its powers would prevail 
amongst men for their blessing.

He healed all manner of diseases and cast out demons, and 
thus gave evidence that in God’s due time, as the great Physi­
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cian, he will be armed with the abundant power which will com­
pletely restrain Satan and all the fallen angels from all work 
of evil in respect to the human family, and when he will lift up 
the poor, the lame, the deaf, the blind, the dumb, out of their 
present tribulation. And moreover, this temporary release 
which he brought to those who by faith accepted his favor, illus­
trated still higher blessings, labors and privileges— the opening 
of the eyes of the understanding, the curing of the leprosy of 
sin, the returning of the withered powers, as well as the awak­
ening of the dead—that all might see and hear and know of the 
righteousness which God approves and of the life everlasting 
which will be its reward, and that all might be helped out of 
the present bondage to sin and imperfection, etc., into the full 
liberty of the sons of God. Thus the Lord brought life— ever­
lasting life— to the view, to the knowledge, of those who hear 
his message of the Kingdom and the blessings to flow from it.
IMMORTALITY OB DIVINE NATURE ONLY BOB THE ELECT

He brought immortality to light also. In addition to ever­
lasting life for the world, he opened up a way by which a special 
class of footstep-followers might share with himself the glory, 
honor and immortality of the divine nature. The world in gen­
eral was not expected to understand or appreciate this. On the 
contrary, the natural eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man the things which God 
hath in reseivation for them who love him— for the new crea­
tures— for those who are begotten of the holy Spirit, and that 
make their calling and election sure to joint-heirship with him 
in the kingdom.

Our Lord’s ministry and teachings can only be rightly ap­
preciated when viewed from these three standpoints:— (1) His 
own sacrifice as the redemption price for Adam and his race— 
laying down his life day by day until he cried, “ It is finished.”
(2) His general teachings— which in due time will be appli­
cable to the whole world— respecting the outcome of the redemp­
tive work, the reconciliation of the world to God, the complete 
forgiveness of the world’s sins, the great trial or judgment or 
opportunity then to come to the world through the kingdom 
which the Redeemer, as the mediator between God and man, 
will establish for the deliverance of mankind from the adverse 
conditions within and without, and for the assistance of all who 
desire to return to harmony with the Creator. (3) The call to 
special discipleship, to walking in the narrow way, to be bap­
tized with the baptism of death that he was baptized with—and 
thus by divine grace through this arrangement to be fitted and 
prepared for a share in the heavenly kingdom—to sit with 
Christ in his throne, and participate in the dispensing of all the 
wonderful blessings of the Millennium to all the families of the 
earth.

It is with this thought that we follow the lesson before us. 
Jesus and his disciples, after the feeding of the five thousand 
and the stormy night upon the sea of Galilee, spent some time 
in Capernaum. There the Lord gave the sermon which illus­
trated that his hearers should think less about the loaves and 
fishes which he had given them, and should appreciate more the 
higher things. They should recognize him as the Bread of Life 
that came down from heaven; they should feed upon his words 
and thus gain life everlasting. The time had not yet come, 
however, for the general dispensing of this life everlasting— 
that work belongs to the Millennial age. He therefore was seek­
ing specially for such as were particularly hungering and thirst­
ing after righteousness. Of this class were the apostles, whom 
he was now training for the future work which he would accom­
plish through them after the new dispensation, to begin at Pen­
tecost.

GOD’ S FAVOBS FOB HIS CONSECBATED PEOPLE
With his disciples our Lord traveled north-westward to the 

borders of the country called Tyre and Sidon, so named because 
of the prominent cities by these names which were there situ­
ated. He did not announce himself publicly to the people there, 
but his presence soon became known, showing that the fame of 
his miracles and teachings had spread throughout the whole of 
Palestine. A  Canaanitish woman living as a Greek was amongst 
the first to hear of his presence, and coming before him she cried 
or wailed for assistance for her daughter. Our Lord on this 
occasion acted very differently from his custom, and doubtless 
for the purpose of imparting a lesson. Although usually so 
prompt to hear and to sympathize and to heal, on this occasion 
he paid no attention to the woman, according to Matthew’s 
account, who tells us that the disciples came to the Lord and 
urged him to send her away—either grant her request and send 
her away or refuse her request and authorize her expulsion.

The poor woman’s importunities were not for herself, but for 
her daughter, who was possessed of a demon, an unclean spirit; 
and, so far as we have any knowledge, most of these fallen 
spirits, demons, are unclean, depraved, and their influence upon 
those possessed by them is an unclean, injurious one. Some­

times they do indeed simulate purity, and cn numerous occa­
sions we have heard of their attempts to personate holy ones— 
even the Lord; nevertheless the whole tendency of these evil 
spirits seems to be toward impurity of thought and conduct on 
the part of those possessed and through them upon others.

Finally, in answer to the woman’s cries and to the expostu­
lations of the disciples, our Lord did speak, but very differently 
from his usual message. He merely intimated to the woman 
that his miracles and services were not intended for the world 
in general but for God’s covenanted people, the Jews. He fol­
lowed the Jewish custom of the time, of speaking of the Gen­
tiles as dogs, yet he modified the matter, for instead of using 
the word which would signify the detestable brutes which infest 
the Orient and are the scavengers of the streets, he used an­
other word signifying the little or pet dogs of the family. The 
woman, strong in her faith in the Lord’s power, was equal to 
turning the unfavorable answer to her own benefit, and to urge 
that as the little pet dogs got some of the surplus from the table 
of the children, so she as an outsider might be granted some of 
the Lord’s favors without in any degree working disadvantage 
to the Jews, to whom our Lord’s ministry was specially sent 
and given.

WITHOUT FAITH IT  IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PLEASE wtm

This shows the earnestness and faith of the woman. Such 
an exhibit would surely be pleasing to the Lord. Indeed we can 
see in our _ own experiences as Christians that many of the 
Lord’s dealings with us are along the lines of developing and 
testing of our faith. He is good and gracious of heart, however 
we may have misunderstood him in the past, and however his 
character and plan may have been maligned and misrepresented 
by the adversary. It is impossible for us to come near to the 
Lord except as we shall exercise faith and trust in him, in his 
goodness, in his power, in his wisdom, in his love. All things 
are possible, only believe— is the lesson which the spiritual 
Israelite of today needs continually to learn, as the apostles of 
old prayed, “Lord, increase our faith.”  Along this line it were 
well that we should pray, and that we should seek continually 
to accept the lessons of life from this standpoint— as lessons or 
instructions in faith. We are not in this ignoring the necessity 
of obedience to the divine Word, but are holding that wherever 
faith exists the works will correspond to it and be proportion­
ately large or small. Hence the stronger our faith, the more 
our works are sure to be under the divine arrangement. Our 
Golden Text well says that without faith it is impossible to be 
pleasing to the Lord.

Faith is a matter of cultivation, of development. The same 
apostles who cried out in terror when the storm was upon the 
Sea of Galilee gradually grew stronger and stronger in faith 
until, as the records show, they could and did trust the Lord in 
his absence and where they could not trace him. Similarly it 
should be a part of our daily lesson to cultivate trust in the 
Lord, and to think of the experiences in the past in our lives 
and all of these lessons in his Word, that thus our faith in him 
may become rooted and grounded.

FAITH REWARDED AFTER BEING TESTED
The Lord said unto her, “ 0, woman, great is thy faith.”  

(Matthew) Her faith was strong in its love for her daughter, 
in its perseverance and persistency, in its humility, recognizing 
matters just as the Lord recognized them, and not according to 
the general sentiments of the Greeks and Gentiles—that the 
Jews were merely pretentious and not more in divine favor than 
other peoples. It was strong in overcoming great obstacles— 
even our Lord’s apparent repulsion. We would not consider 
this heathen woman’s conduct to be in every sense of the word 
a pattern for the Lord’s consecrated and enlightened people. 
The strength of faith is the only one that we should copy. 
As for us who have become the Lord’s people, and are no 
longer strangers, foreigners, dogs, but children adopted into the 
Father’s family and recognized by the Lord as “brethren,”  it 
would be no longer appropriate that we should cry or entreat 
or beseech in any wise for things which the Lord is not pleased 
to give us.

The Master himself represented the difference between the 
things which the Gentiles might do and the things which we as 
his disciples might do, saying that our petitions and seeking 
should not merely be for the bread that perisheth, for after such 
things do the Gentiles seek—merely the earthly things and with 
importunity; but seek ye first, chiefly, the kingdom of God and 
the righteousness which is appropriate thereto, and all these 
things of an earthly kind will be added unto you— in such meas­
ure as will be for your best interests. Our petitions, our re­
quests, our cries to the Lord, therefore, should be for the holi­
ness of heart, for the filling of his Spirit, for the spiritual food, 
refreshment strength; and as for the natural things, he knoweth 
the way we take and what would be to our best interests as new 
creatures. We are to leave this to him: he would not be pleased
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to see us importuning him for things which he did not give us, 
for to do so would not be an exemplification of faith in him, 
but the reverse— an exemplification of doubt, a manifestation of 
fear, that he was forgetting or neglecting his promise to give us 
the things needful.

Our Lord informed the woman that the faith manifested in 
her saying was sufficient, that her request was granted, that the 
demon was gone from her daughter. The woman’s faith was 
further manifested bv her immediate withdrawal. She took the 
Lord’s word implicitly; if he were what he claimed and had the
Eower that she believed, he would not lie to her. Many of the 

ord’s people today seem to lack faith along these lines—to 
have less than this poor heathen woman. Many of them hear 
the Lord’s word assuring them that those who come to him have 
their sins forgiven, yet Little Faith bids them doubt and keep 
on bemoaning their sins and requesting forgiveness, which the 
Lord has assured them would be accomplished from the time of 
their acceptance of it. They fail to exercise the faith and they 
fail proportionately of the blessing and peace and joy.

So far as the record goes our Lord did nothing in that quar­
ter except for this poor woman, and the spiritual lessons con­
nected with it were evidently less for her than for the disciples, 
for we have no record that he taught her or taught anyone of 
that vicinity. Departing thence, our Lord took an easterly 
course along the northern borders of Palestine, and crossing the 
river Jordan began to come southward toward the Sea of Gali­
lee. Matthew says that he made a stop in the mountain, and 
that a great multitude brought their sick to him; the lame, 
blind, dumb, maimed and many others they led to Jesus’ feet 
and he healed them, and the multitude wondered and glorified 
the God of Israel.

Our lesson gives one particular instance from this multitude 
of healings. A man who was both deaf and dumb was brought 
to Jesus, and his treatment was peculiar; the Lord took him 
apart privately, perhaps to impress upon him the lesson. The 
man could not hear, and hence the Lord imparted the lesson 
through signs, touching his tongue and touching his ears, and 
then with a sigh he glanced heavenward, as indicating that the 
sympathy of heaven was moved for the man’s assistance, and 
immediately the blessing came and he was healed. This may 
have been the first miracle in that region, and possibly the mul­
titude coming, as Matthew records, were attracted by it. Our 
Lord’s injunction that it should be kept quiet seems to have

been understood, not as a command, but rather as a suggestion 
that he was not seeking publicity. Nevertheless, when the faith 
was manifested and the poor afflicted ones were before him the 
Lord never refused to give the blessing. Thus we are taught 
that when the due time shall come for the blessing of all the 
families of the earth, the Lord will not withhold a blessing from 
any; all who desire to be blessed may then have his favor.
BLESSES ABE OT7B EYES AND EABS OF UNDEBSTANDINO

As new creatures who have already in a figurative sense 
risen with Christ to walk in newness of life, to walk in his foot­
steps, we have our eyes opened and our ears unstopped and our 
tongues loosed, so that we may not only see and enjoy the grace 
of God ourselves, but we may speak of his goodness and love to 
others. In many respects those to whom the Lord grants the 
special knowledge of the truth in this present time have a sug­
gestion that it is not for everybody, that we are to be discrim­
inating in our endeavors to dispense the truth, and that some 
of these great blessings of the Lord which are to us like pearls 
are not meant for a ll; that we should not cast our pearls before 
swine, or before those who manifest no disposition to know of or 
receive the Lord’s favors. But with us, as with the healed one 
in this lesson, the message is too good to keep; we love to tell 
the story, it did so much for us; we desire that all who are 
blind and deaf may come to the great Physician and be healed; 
we desire that all who are stammering in their endeavors to 
tell the good tidings may have their lips touched by the Master 
and henceforth speak plainly the glorious things of the Gospel 
of Christ. And as the Master would not reprove this one in the 
lesson, neither does he reprove us if in our zeal we go some­
times to the extreme of trying to tell the good tidings to those 
who have no ear to hear, or endeavor to make disciples of those 
who are swinish and not at all inclined to spiritual things, or 
of following the Lamb whithersoever he goetli.

The heart of this lesson is that we who are risen with Christ 
in the spirit of our minds should walk in newness of life while 
still in this mortal body and still amongst men; that we should 
look forward to the glorious change of the first resurrection, 
when we shall be actually in the Lord’s likeness and see him as 
he is, sharing his glory and participating with him in dispens­
ing all these blessings of life and healing to whosoever will ac­
cept these favors in the glorious kingdom time which we rejoice 
to know is near at hand.

‘‘W HAT THINK YE OF CHRIST”
Mark 8:27-38.— April 10.

Golden Text:— “ Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”—Matt. 16:16.
It was probably toward the close of the third year of our 

Lord’s ministry that the incidents of this lesson transpired. 
In all this time of now three years from the beginning of John’s 
ministry, we have no record that either John or Jesus had pub­
licly proclaimed the Messiahship of the latter. There was wis­
dom in this. When we remember the expectations of the Jews 
for eighteen centuries, that the coming of the Messiah was to 
be the great event for their nation and for the world, and that 
his kingdom was to accomplish the blessing of all the families 
of the earth, we can readily see that their ideas of the glories 
connected with this heavenly King were such that had Jesus 
announced himself the Messiah at the beginning of his ministry, 
the effect would have disappointment to the degree of disgust. 
Without political or social influence, without wealth or name 
or fame as a leader and commander of the people, or a general 
of armies, he would have been regarded as mentally unbalanced 
to have made such a claim.

He merely took the position of a religious teacher with 
whom divine power was specially present, divine power mani­
fested in the dignity of his manner, the grace of his lips, the 
authority of his teaching, and his wonderful works.—healing 
diseases, casting out devils, walking upon the water, stilling 
the storm, etc. It would appear that John the Baptist knew 
more than anyone else respecting our Lord’s mission. This is 
indicated by the sending of the query to Jesus, “Art thou he 
that should come, or look we for another?”  John’s knowledge 
apparently came less through Jesus than through the spirit of 
prophecy, which indicated to him that the one upon whom he 
eaw the holy Spirit descend was the special ambassador of Jeho­
vah. Even John’s faith was staggered by the absence of the 
glory and prosperity he had anticipated for Jesus. What, there­
fore, the sentiment of the masses would have been, had Jesus 
been publicly proclaimed the Messiah, we can readily imagine.

BE YE WISE AS SEBPENTS, HARMLESS AS DOVES
But now, after his disciples had been intimately associated 

with him for three years, and after John the Baptist had been 
dead for a year, the time had come for Jesus to prepare the 
disciples for the ignominy and death which he knew to be in

store for him. But even then the matter was approached in a 
wise and careful manner. Oh, that all of the Lord’s dear peo­
ple could learn the value of wisdom in connection with their en­
deavors to serve the truth! Our Lord not only taught us to be 
wise as serpents and harmless as doves, but he exemplified this 
lesson in his own course, saying on another occasion to the apos­
tles, “ I have many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear them 
now.”  We, too, should learn that there are opportune and in 
opportune times for mentioning certain truths, and that there 
are wise and unwise methods of presenting them. It is not 
enough that we do not speak untruth, it is not enough that we 
speak the truth; additionally we should see to it that we speak 
the truth in love, and love that is trained uses wisdom that it 
may accomplish the more good.

Our Lord would draw out the apostles and seek to crystalize 
in their minds the thought which he knew already was forming 
or formed. Leading up to his intention he inquired respecting 
the general voice of the people as to who he was. The answer 
that some thought him John the Baptist risen from the dead, 
and others thought him Jeremiah or one of the other great 
prophets risen from the dead (Matthew’s account), showed 
that the public mind was being exercised—was noting that he 
was not an imposter. As we read later on, some of the people 
were ready to inquire, “When Messiah cometh, will he do 
greater works than this man does?”  All of these sentiments 
indicated the wisdom of the course pursued by our Lord, and 
that it was taking effect—that instead of being ridiculed, he 
was respected by the people, some of whom even thought to take 
him by force to make him their King.

Now the Lord addressed his disciples as implying that they 
were separated in his mind from the rest of the people, and 
should have a clearer knowledge of him than others, and his 
question is, “Whom say ye that I am?”—with the intimate 
acquaintance that you have had, what is your opinion? Peter, 
probably the eldest of the disciples, and in general a leader and 
spokesman amongst them, answered for them all.— “Thou art 
the Christ [God's Anointed One: Hebrew, the Messiah], the Son 
of the living God.”  This answer proved that Jesus had rightly

[3339]



(92-93) Z I O N ’S W A T C H  T O W E R A llegheny, Pa.

judged that the time was ripe for such a confession of him 
amongst his apostles, and for the first time he intimated to 
them that their surmises on the subject were correct— that he 
was more than Elijah, Jeremiah, or any of the prophets—that 
he was the long-promised Messiah.

THE HUMILITY OF OUE LOED
Our Lord’s answer, given in another account, distinctly 

acknowledges the correctness of Peter’s statement, and declares 
that flesh and blood had not revealed it unto Peter, but the 
Father in heaven. We are struck with the modesty of our Lord 
Jesus in respect to this proclamation of himself as the great 
Messenger of the Covenant. How beautiful a lowly mind is! 
and if it was beautiful and appropriate m our Lord, how much 
more appropriate it is for us who are his followers and who 
have nothing of ourselves—nothing that we have not received 
through him. How appropriate the Apostle’s words, when, 
after speaking of how Jesus humbled himself to become a man, 
and to be obedient unto death, he exhorted us saying, “Humble 
yourselves, thciefore, brethren, under the mighty hand of God, 
that he may exalt you in due time.”  Indeed, we may be sure 
that none will share with the Lord in Ins exaltation who do 
not learn at heart this lesson of humility. “The Lord abliorreth 
the proud but giveth grace to the humble.”

Jesus charged his disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was the Messiah. This wa« an item of truth intended 
only for themselves as yet; and to have proclaimed it in a gen­
eral way might have created more or less of insurrection, and 
might have hindered the oariving out of the divine arrange­
ment respecting his ignominious death. They could still pro­
claim the kingdom of heaven at hand, they could still speak of 
Jesus as the great Teacher and man, they could still wonder as 
to whom he might be; but the proper time for making him 
known as the Messiah would be after he had finished the work 
of sacrifice which the Father had given him to do. Indeed he 
could not be the Messiah except by accomplishing this work. 
He must purchase the world of mankind befoie he could become 
its Loul and Lile-giver, its Restorer, its Messiah.

Now for the first time Jesus began to teach his disciples to 
expect his ignominious rejection by the Jews, his ultimate 
death, and his resurrection on the third day. Matthew’s account 
makes this still more explicit, saying, “ From that time he be­
gan to teach them these things.” What a sifting, what a testing 
of the hearts of his apostles, and yet how wisely it was done! 
They must be prepared in advance for his shameful death, else 
it would prove such a shock to their faith that they could not 
recover from it, neither believe in his resurrection. But now, 
after nearly three years of experiences, and when they had just 
confessed him to bo the Messiah, and by so confessing had crys- 
talized the thought m their own minds, it must have been a 
severe blow to all their hopes and aspirations to be told of his 
ignominious death. How could he be the Messiah, and yet 
suffer death at the hands of his enemies? How could he bless 
all the families of flic earth, and yet be put to death as a male­
factor.

These things must at first have appealed to them as incon­
sistent ; hut all the more the announcement would prepare tlieir 
hearts for the explanation of the Scriptures which Jesus was 
ready to impart. The statement that he began to tell them 
about his coming death implies that thereafter this was fre­
quently a subject for discussion and consideration between him 
and them. The same Lord, with no less wisdom, is still guiding 
]n the affairs of his church, and still teaches us line upon line, 
precept upon precept, as we are able to hear the truth, and our 
preparedness for it will he proportionate to our nearness and 
fellowship with him. It is worthy of note, also, that the deep 
things of the divine plan are revealed to us only as we have con­
fessed Christ. To this class it is given to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom which arc withheld from others. Only if we 
have ful'y confessed Christ are wo granted a knowledge of the 
fact that all who would be his disciples must take up their cross 
to follow him, must suffer with him if they would reign with 
him, must be dead with him if they would live with him.
SLOW TO SPEAK AND SWIFT TO HEAE THE GBEAT TEACHES

Our Lord utteicd this statement respecting his rejection and 
death openly—before the entire twelve apostles; but Peter, pos­
sibly elated by our Lord’s words of condemnation that the 
Father had revealed the matter to him, took our Lord aside pri­
vately to whisper to him that such sentiments should not be 
introduced nor expressed before the apostles—that it would be 
discouraging to them all, and that anyway there was certainly a 
mistake about the matter, for such things could never happen 
to him— must not happen; he must so order his speech and his 
conduct that these things would not happen. He must not vio­
lently antagonize the chief priests or elders, to thus lead them 
to conspire for his death. Allowance must be made for Peter, in 
that he was not only the eldest of the apostles, but quite a good

deal older than our Lord, and that he was of a very ardent dis­
position, strong and impulsive. However, Jesus—who had a 
tew moments before commended Peter for his appreciation of 
the fact of his Messiahship— now rebuked him, not privately, 
but in the presence of all the apostles. He probably knew that 
this would be the best method of correcting Peter’s sentiments, 
which, should they spread amongst the apostles, would be very 
injurious to them all. Hence, our Lord’s rebuke was pointed, 
sharp, and made known to all the apostles. He said, “Get thee 
behind me, Satan”—adversary; thy words are not in accord­
ance with divine wisdom, but in accord with human wisdom.” 
We are not to understand that Peter was turned into Satan, 
nor that Satan got possession of him, but rather in taking such 
a position he was becoming an opponent of the divine arrange­
ment, as Satan was and still is.

There is a great lesson in this for us. Even though we be 
the Lord’s disciples, and honored ones at that, we might very 
easily reach such a position as would be antagonistic to the di­
vine ariangement and thus put ourselves unintentionallly on 
the side of Satan, and become his ministers or servants. Our 
Lord emphasized this again on another occasion, saying, “His 
servants ye are to whom ye render service.” It is not enough 
that we have named the name of Christ and have placed our­
selves under his banner, and called ourselves by his name, and 
rejoiced to be accounted his servants; it is necessary that wc 
see to it that we are rendering him service, and that our ener­
gies are not being spent in opposition to him and really in co­
operation with the adversary.

It is our opinion that a great many are in this very position 
today. Unwittingly they are on the adversary’s side of many 
questions connected with churchianity and sectarianism, and 
especially does this seem true of many ministers in the nominal 
church. We may assume that some of them, at least, have 
made a full consecration to the Lord, yet as a whole they are 
standing in opposition to the truth— supporting the errors of 
the dark ages and helping to blind and mislead the people. Let 
us each be careful, let us each see to it that we be not disposed 
as Peter was to be wiser than the Lord, and to attempt to tell 
him how matters should be conducted. In everything connected 
with the Lord and his service, let us, as the Apostle exhorts be 
slow to speak and swift to hear and to obey the divine plan.

THE MILK OF THE WOED— THEN ITS STEONG MEAT
The foregoing special lessons were to the apostles apart from 

the multitude; but later on Jesus began to teach the multitude 
as well as his disciples some of the deep things pertaining to his 
mission and the conditions upon which any might become his 
disciples. There is a lesson in this also for us: We are not to
put tests of discipleship to the forefront in the preaching of the 
Gospel. We are not to meet inquirers with the announcements 
of the “strait gate and narrow way”  and the lessons of self- 
sacrifice, as they come to us to hear something about the Gospel 
of God’s dear Son. There are primary lessons for them to learn 
first. They should be instructed respecting the goodness, love 
and mercy of God, respecting the redemption accomplished 
through the blood of Jesus and that it is free and for all, re­
specting the glorious times of restitution which God hath 
spoken by the mouth of all the holy prophets since the world 
began, and respecting the call of this Gospel age to association 
in the kingdom. They should know these things with consider­
able clearness before being informed of the cost—the self-sacri­
fice even unto death which is the price of joint-heirship in the 
Kingdom. This appears to have been the Lord’s method, and 
we cannot do more wisely than follow it.

The time had come when not only the twelve apostles but all 
of the people, who were deeply impressed with the teachings of 
Jesus, should know what it meant to be his followers. In other 
words, a time of sifting had come—the time for presenting doc­
trines that would shake off, sift out, from close sympathy, fel­
lowship and discipleship all except the Israelites in whom there 
was no guile. We remember that while there were thousands 
who attended the Lord’s ministry and were miraculously fed by 
him—amongst all the thousands upon thousands who heard him 
and profited by his healing, his teaching, and the wonderful 
words which proceeded out of his mouth, only “about five hun­
dred brethren” (1 Cor. 15:6), true disciples, remained faithful 
to the end. The remainder were all sifted out by such teachings 
as these that were now for the first time promulgated.

The substance of these discourses is briefly stated to have 
been that, if any man would be the Lord’s follower or disciple, 
he must practice self-denial and cross-bearing. Of course these 
words are used in a figurative sense: they signify that all who 
will be the Lord’s disciples and share his kingdom and glories, 
will be tested in faith and obedience to such an extent that they 
will fall out by the way unless their faith and interest are so 
deep as to lead them to ignore themselves, their own earthly in­
terests, pleasures, appetites, and to seek chiefly for this joint -
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heirship with the Master in the kingdom. They must regard the 
pearl of great price as worth more than all else, so that they 
will be willing to dispose of, to give in exchange for it, every 
earthly interest and thing—houses or lands, parents or chil­
dren, the love and esteem of friends and neighbors—choose obe­
dience to the divine arrangement at any cost, else they will not 
be worthy of the kingdom. They must count upon such cross­
bearing, such a crossing of their own wills, submission to the 
divine will.

CHOOSING BETWEEN GOD AND MAMMON
Emphasizing this lesson, the Lord says that it amounts to 

a question as to whether we love the present or the future life. 
He who sets great store by the present life, in whose heart the 
joys promised in association and joint-heirship with our Lord 
in the life to come do not overbalance present interests and 
hopes and aims, that persons would lose the life which the Lord 
was proposing to give to his disciples—the life eternal, in the 
kingdom, with “glory, honor and immortality.” While our 
Lord used these words particularly in reference to the elect 
class which he is seeking as joint-heirs in the kingdom, and 
therefore particularly in respect to immortal life of the king­
dom class, nevertheless there is a large sense and degree in 
which his words will always be applicable to all men— in the 
next, the Millennial age, as well as in the present age. Who­
ever will attain eternal life, either as members of the church 
which is being elected now or as members of the restitution 
class which will be developed during the Millennial age, can 
only have the eternal life by a full submission of himself and 
every interest to the will of the Lord. W hoever self-willedly 
refuses such complete submission will thus prove himself un­
worthy of eternal life on any plane, for the terms of life-eternal 
are full obedience to the divine will.

From this standpoint the force of our Lord’s words is man­
ifest: it would profit no man if he should succeed selfishly in 
gaining the whole world, and as a result of that selfish will, 
which is opposed to the divine will and its law of love, bring 
upon himself the utter destruction of the second death. What 
would compensate a man for the loss of his soul—his existence? 
Assuredly nothing would compensate, for without existence 
there could be no possession or pleasure.

The lesson then is that if we are granted hearing ears and 
understanding hearts in this present time, and a knowledge of 
the exceeding great and precious things which God is offering 
during this Gospel age, we would be without excuse before the 
Lord if we were to despise his offers and selfishly choose self- 
control and a share in the wrorld rather than joyful submission 
to the divine will and a participation in the sufferings of the 
present time and the glories which shall follow when, as mem­
bers of the kingdom, it will be our privilege to participate in 
the showering upon the world of the blessings secured by our 
dear Redeemer’s sacrifice. (Gal. 3:29) Similarly, those who 
will live during the Millennial age, after the present offer of the
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kingdom shall have been withdrawn, and when the offer of resti­
tution will be made to every creature, those who then selfishly 
refuse to submit their wilis to the Lord’s will fail to make 
progress in the highway of holiness toward perfection, and in­
stead of gaining life eternal they will fail and fall into the sec­
ond death. In other words, there will never be any other way of 
attaining life than a full renouncement of every selfish aim, ob­
ject and desire, and the full acceptance of the divine will.
A SAVOR OF LIFE UNTO LIFE OR OF DEATH UNTO DEATH

Our Lord sums up this lesson respecting the necessity for 
self-denial and cross-bearing by showing what it would really 
mean—that to confess him and the great truths of the divine 
plan for which he stands as the representative, would surely 
mean at the present time to bring upon one’s self the oppro­
brium of the world, for whosoever will live godly in this life 
shall suffer persecution. To live godly will mean not only to ab­
stain from crimes, but to live up to the light which God gives 
us, to be faithful to the principles of truth and of righteousness. 
Those who are blinded by the god of this world so that they do 
not recognize Jesus as the Messiah, the Sin-bearer and coming 
King, aie proportionately irresponsible at the present time. 
Their responsibility will come when this knowledge reaches 
them, and ultimately the knowledge of the Lord shall fill the 
whole earth.

Tlie time, therefore, will come when they will be responsible, 
and when the truth will be to them either a savor of life unto 
life everlasting, or a savor of death unto death everlasting—the 
second death. But those who know the truth, and who allow 
shame to hinder them from espousing it, may be sure that they 
are not disciples of Christ, that they cannot share in the life 
which he is now holding out as the reward of the overcomers— 
immortal life. All those who will be acknowledged before the 
Father and before the holy angels at our Lord’s second advent 
will have proved so loyal to the Lord and to the principles of 
righteousness that he will take pleasure in acknowledging them, 
and the Father will also acknowledge them as being copies of his 
dear Son, their Lord.

The Lord has given us examples of those who are bartering 
the glorious hopes and opportunities of participating in the 
kingdom for the things of this life. The type in the Old Testa­
ment mentioned by the Apostle Paul is that of Esau, who for a 
mess of pottage sold his birthright. Foolish as was that trans­
action, it was only a type: much more foolish is it for those 
who are now having the opportunity by the Lord’s grace of be­
coming joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus, in the glory, honor and 
immortality of the kingdom, to lose all these privileges and ad­
vantages and favors—to trade them, as it were, for a mess of 
pottage—for a more favorable condition in this present life, for 
greater honor amongst men, or for wealth, or for the affection 
and sympathy of husband or wife, parents or children. The 
prize is of so great value that nothing is comparable to it.

CH T O W E R  (93-95>

INTERESTING QUESTIONS ANSWERED
Question.—Why did the Jews ask the question recorded in 

John 1:25, evidently surmising that Christ would do a baptiz­
ing work?

Answer.— They recognized that John was doing a great work 
in reformation outside the nominal church system of their day, 
and they assumed him to be a messenger of God; and as all 
were in expectation of Messiah and of an Elias to precede him, 
they inquired of John as to the matter; and when he very hum­
bly disowned any great authority or position, they raised the 
question of your text, which implies: ‘If you are a person of
no special authority, neither the Messiah himself, nor his fore­
runner, nor a special prophet, -why do you start in to do a spe­
cial reformatory work, and introduce as a symbol of cleansing 
this baptism, which is known as John’s baptism, and wholly 
without precedent among the Jews?’

Question.—What hope will there be for the progeny of the 
fallen angels? (Gen. 6:1-4) Have we any reason to hope that 
they share in the redemption accomplished by our Lord, or that 
they will be participators in any measure in the restitution and 
resurrection processes of the Millennial age? If not, why not? 
Would they not stand related to the human family in much the 
same way as our Lord Jesus stood related to the same through 
the mother and not through the father? Would not this seem 
to imply that they should be sharers, therefore, in the redemp­
tion and restitution?

Answer.— You will find this subject very fully treated in 
Dawn, Vol. V. See Chapter 4, on “ The Undefiled One,” and 
page 115, respecting the Nephilim, children of the fallen angels 
bv the daughters of men. In connection with the fuller treatise 
on this subject we link the two together as your question does, 
and repeat that we find no hope for these Nephilim, since they

IV — 38

were not of Adamic stock. We call yoair attention to the fact, 
that our Lord Jesus, not being of Adamic stock, was not a 
sharer in its condemnation and curse, and hence, similarly, 
would not have been a sharer in its blessings. We are to re­
member that the way in which he profits our race is not by 
being one of us in sin and imperfection, but because he was not 
one of us he was able to give his separate and uncontaminated 
existence as our ransom-price. The blessing upon Adam and 
his family, coming, as it will, through Jesus, as its purchaser, 
who gave himself instead of Adam, thus redeemed him and all 
who were in him at the time of his transgression and condemna­
tion. This clear-cut distinction most positively shows us that 
the fallen angels and their progeny were in no sense of the word 
Adamic stock, and, hence, were in no sense of the word covered 
by the ransom.

Please consider a few questions along the line of practical 
life. (1) Is it sinful to compose or sing secular songs ?

Answer.—We would not consider it sinful to compose secular 
songs so long as the moral tone of them would be good and help­
ful to mankind. We are to use our talents in the highest and 
best manner known to us. In respect to attending theatres of 
high class: We think that very generally this question may be 
decided by the aid of the following questions: (a) Have I the
means to spend in this manner, and is it the best use I can make 
of those means to the Lord’s glory? (b) Would my influence 
be helpful to others if thus spent? (c) Could I make a better 
use of my time— to make it more beneficial to myself or to 
others in personal upbuilding?

(2) Is levity improper in Christian life? Answer.—The 
Apostle urges us to sobriety. This, however, need not mean 
moroseness of disposition, conduct, language, etc., but rather
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