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is transforming you into a sycophant or a prince of freedom. 
Today you are either girding your soul with fetters of sorrow 
or building a chariot that will conduct you to paradise. Good 
habits are as potent for emancipation as vile ones are for 
slavery and anguish. One may resolutely form habits of 
purity, honesty, fidelity, till he breathes the air of divinity 
as his native air;— as he eventually becomes expert and mas­
ter in melody, by years of inexorable drill.”

The power of habit is unquestionably a great one either for 
good or evil, but let us not forget that the human will, how­
ever strong or persistently exercised,, can only reach its high­
est attainment and most favorable results when placed under 
discipleship to Christ—to be taught of God.

The Christian Endeavor World gives the following infor­
mation regarding the use of liquors in various civilized coun­
tries. From this it appears that although the liquor habit 
has reached terrible proportions in this land and is blighting 
millions of lives annually, nevertheless the United States is 
fifteenth in the list. We thank God that it is no worse, and 
yet long for the time when our prayer, “ Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth,”  shall be answered in the establish­
ment of the Millennial kingdom under which Satan shall be 
bound, and all necessary restrictions be put into operation, 
to the intent that the world of mankind may be uplifted every­
where and brought to a knowledge of the salvation made possi­
ble for all through the dear Redeemer’s death. The quotation 
follows:—

“A table recently published showing the amount of all kinds 
of liquors consumed per capita in twenty-three nations, throws 
startling but not astonishing light on the much-talked-of com­
mercial invasion of European markets by America.

“ At the head of this list of nations, the heaviest in drink­
ing in the world is the Argentine Republic. Close after it 
come France, Italy, Belgium, Germany, Austria, Great Brit­
ain,—the nations that are feeling most keenly the commercial 
aggressiveness of the United States. Fifteenth in the list comes 
the United States, the commercial rival whose success is mak­
ing all Europe uneasy. In other words, the difference be­
tween successful competition and failure lies largely in the 
difference between the 6.4 gal. of pure alcohol in all kinds of 
liquors consumed per capita in France, the 2.63 in Germany, 
the 1.96 in Austria, the 3.47 in Belgium, the 2.52 in Great 
Britain, and the 1.26 in the United States.”

“At a recent meeting in Birmingham, England, addressed 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the presiding officer, Mr. 
Edwin Smith, said:— ‘If we spent on alcohol the same per 
capita as America, our drinking bill would be about £66,000,000 
less than it now is. We cannot succeed commercially while 
we are handicapped in this way to the extent of forty-eight per 
cent.’ ”

The wise man does not say that a moderate use of alcoholic 
liquors brings woe, sorrow, contentions, complainings, wounds, 
redness of eyes, etc., and we are not to add to his words. We 
are to remember, however, that those who tarry long at the 
wine probably reach that condition through habit, that most 
of such begin with a fear of the consequences and the inten­
tion of becoming moderate drinkers only. Let us beware of

the slavery of habit! Even the force and weight of the exceed­
ing great and precious promises are not sufficient to hold our 
fallen appetites where they are being constantly fed and the 
chains of habit being forged; hence the wisdom of the exhor­
tation to turn our eyes away from the smooth-flowing wine, to 
engage our attention and thoughts in some other direction, 
knowing that wine is a mocker, and that whatever it may 
promise of rewards and blessings at our first introduction, “ at 
the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.”  
Its tendency is to pervert the judgment in general, so that the 
eyes will see strange things, as in delirium tremens, and the 
heart will utter through the mouth perverse things. Surely 
the new nature could not thrive under such conditions, which 
tend even to deprave further the old nature. Hence, every 
new creature must beware of this seductive influence, and re­
sist it faithfully, as he would make his calling and election 
sure.

Those who give way to the drinking habit become sottish, 
careless, as though a man were to lie down to sleep in the sea 
and not expect to be drowned, or as though he were to lie 
down upon the top of a mast and not expect to fall and be 
injured. To such ultimately the only desirable thing is ob­
livion, to be stupidly insensible to the reproof of friends and 
the blows of enemies. The waking idea seems to be to seek 
further intoxication.

A well known temperance worker, when asked to address 
a Sunday School, desired to bring out the fact that the drunk­
ards of the future must come from the ranks of the boys of 
today. “ Boys,”  said he, “ these men that we see all around us 
on the street, in the stores, in this church, grow old and feeble 
and sooner or later will die. Who will take their places 
and be the men then ?”  After a moment’s pause they answered, 
“We boys.”

“ Very true,”  answered the speaker. “ Now, boys, you have 
all seen men who drank too much,— drunkards we call them. 
After a while they will die too. Now, boys, tell me who do 
you think will take their places and be the drunkards then?” 
Promptly came the answer, “ We boys!”  The thoughtless an­
swer roused the whole school. Could there possibly be any 
truth in it ? Alas, yes—not true of all these boys, but true of 
some of them.

With this thought in mind, what child of God could feel 
indifferent in respect to his example and instruction to all 
boys over whom he exercises any influence; how carefully his 
own boys should be guided, counselled, assisted in the forma­
tion of correct principles, correct habits.

A  number of young men were one day sitting around the 
fire in the waiting room of an English railway, talking about 
a total abstinence society. Just then a policeman came in 
with a prisoner in handcuffs. He listened to the young men’s 
conversation but did not give any opinion. Mr. McDonald, a 
minister of the Gospel, was also in the room, and hearing what 
the young men were saying, stepped up to the policeman and 
said aloud, “ Pray, sir, what have you to say about temper­
ance?”  The policeman replied, “ Well, all I have to say is 
that I never took a teetotaler to York Castle prison in my life, 
nor to Wakefield House of Correction either.”
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VIEWS FROM THE
T H E  B A T T L E  OF TH E  G R E A T D A T

As illustrating the progress being made toward the condi­
tion described in the Bible as that of the immediate future, 
when “every man’s hand shall be against his neighbor” 
(Zech. 14:13; Ezek. 32:21), we give below without comment 
copies of two circulars being widely distributed among manu­
facturers—urging them to organize for mutual protection 
against the "unreasonable” demands of organized labor. These 
purport to go forth from The Press of the National Association 
of Manufacturers. The two circulars follow:—

W H IT H E R  A R E  W E  D R IF T IN G ?
At the late meeting of the American Federation of Labor, 

held in New Orleans, the following resolution came within four 
hundred votes of being adopted:

Whereas, Capital being the product of all the toilers of 
the human race, and as wages can never be regarded as the 
full equivalent for labor performed, and since it is the mis­
sion of the trades-unions to protect the wage earner against 
oppression, and to fully secure the toilers’ disenthrallment 
from every species of injustice; therefore be it

Resolved, That this twenty-second annual convention of 
the American Federation of Labor advise the working people 
to organize their economic and political power to secure for 
labor the full equivalent of its toil and the o v e r t h r o w  o f  t h e

WATCH TOWER
wage system , and the establishment of an  industrial co­
operative DEMOCRACY.

This resolution was introduced by delegate Max Hayes, 
one of the radical socialists from Cleveland, Ohio. In the 
final action on this resolution the socialistic element almost 
secured control of the convention. The struggle lasted a full 
day. The debate on the resolution was the most exciting 
of the meeting. John Mitchell’s United Mine Workers’ or­
ganization cast one thousand eight hundred and four votes 
solidly for this resolution. This is the organization which 
evoked so much maudlin sentiment and brought the whole 
country to its knees in the Anthracite strike. It is confidently 
prophesied that the socialists will be in full control of the 
Trades-Union movement in the United States by the time of 
the next A. F. of L. Convention.

Max Hayes’ resolution means that there is to be an attack 
upon the productive wealth of the country. Productive wealth, 
as interpreted by the socialists, means capital, factories, plants, 
machinery, railroads, etc. The socialists mean to take posses­
sion of all the money and private properties. Not content 
with getting their share of the consumable wealth of the nation, 
clothing, food, etc., which is being distributed more generously 
and cheaply to the people than ever before in the history of
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the world, the followers of Hayes are determined to seize upon 
all the productive wealth. It has been estimated that if all the 
productive wealth of the country were to be divided up equally 
among the inhabitants of the United States that there would 
be but Two Hundred dollars for each person. Yet Hayes and 
his followers are determined to seize this two hundred dollars 
if they can get the backing. The basis of this movement is 
human greed and envy. Unless this movement is checked, it 
will lead to enormous industrial damage to the United States, 
tor nothing hut chaos and anarchy can come from a proposi­
tion to seize the private property of individuals. These are the 
people who are demanding that the political and commercial 
destinies of the United States be intrusted into their hands!

Is it time to organize?
A N TI-IN JU N C TIO N  L A W  OR R E B E LLIO N  

The special committee which reported on President Gom- 
pers’ annual report at the recent American Federation of Labor 
meeting at New Orleans, said in connection with the anti­
conspiracy bill now pending in Congress:

“The use of injunction in labor disputes is becoming more 
and more general; its value to the employer and its danger to 
the workmen is becoming better and better understood. It is 
an effort to retain through judicial decisions and orders, the 
power over the working people, which has long been legisla­
tively surrendered, and seems to have as its governing cause 
the concept that the ownership of a mine, a factory or a 
means of transportation carries with its ownership so much 
of the working power of the laboring class as will make such 
factory, mine or means of transportation profitable to its 
owner. This concept has in it an idea of peonage (the word 
“ Peon” is of Spanish-American origin, meaning a debtor held 
by his creditor in a form of qualified servitude, to work out a 
debt), which, if permitted to grow, will re-establish peonage 
in its most objectionable form. If through the use of the 
equity power vested in the Courts, our rights as workers to 
quit work at will, and to induce others to quit with us, can be 
taken away, then the peaceable evolution toward industrial 
democracy is cut off, and the workers will be compelled to 
look to more r e v o l u t i o n a r y  measures for redress of existing 
grievances, and the obtaining of better conditions in the future. 
If we are permitted to withdraw our labor in unison from any 
establishment where we have grievances to be redressed, then 
the development may go on the lines of the development in Eng­
land toward political democracy, through parliamentary con­
trol over taxation and appropriation. If it is to be taken away, 
then we might as well now realize that p e a c e a b l e  d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  will stop, and the p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  F r a n c e  w i l l  b e  
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y . For these reasons 
your Committee recommends that n o  e f f o r t s  b e  s p a r e d  t o  
i n d u c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  p o w e r  t o  c u r t a i l  t h e  j u d i c i a r y

BRANCH OF OUR GOVERNMENT BY TH E ENACTM ENT OF TH E A N T I- 
IN JU N C TIO N  B IL L .”

The report of this Committee was enthusiastically concurred 
in, and so well pleased were the delegates with the President’s 
attitude towards employers, that immediately, thereafter, upon 
proper motion, Gompers’ salary was increased $500 a year.

Tims it will be seen that Organized Labor never intends 
to stop, until it can secure class legislation by which the b o y ­
c o t t  and the p i c k e t  are to be l e g a l i z e d , and every employer 
in this country be placed at the mercy of agitators, who hold 
for the employing class nothing but envy and hatred. This 
program of terrorization and despoliation can only be met 
with an organization which will embrace every manufacturer 
in the United States.

Is it not time to organize?
R E LIG IO U S B A S E B A L L IS T S

Six Washington City churches formed a Base Ball League, 
and during the past season contested every day, except Sunday, 
from May 18 to July 25. Let us hope that this liberal atten­
tion to “ bodily exercise” did not trench too heavily upon the 
hours usually set apart for prayer and the study of the divine 
Word. The following churches' composed the Association: 

Calvary Baptist church,
Fourth Presbyterian church,
Gunton-Tempie Presbyterian church,
Sixth Presbyterian church,
Temple Baptist church,
Wesley Methodist Episcopal church,

M A K IN G  H A D E S TOO HOT
A passion for accuracy seems to beset a revivalist in Texas. 

His idea of the best way to get people to heaven is to frighten 
them about hell, and he gives them exact facts. For instance 
he tells them that the temperature of hell is four hundred and 
fifty-three degrees Fahrenheit. On what he bases his calcula­
tions we do not know. But this we do know, and we wish to 
state it for the comfort of his hearers: I f they fell into such 
a heat they would not know whether it was hot or cold, and 
there would be absolutely no feeling of any kind, but instantan­
eous annihilation.

It is a comfort to think that today the man who talks 
about the temperature of hell seems simply a humorous creature 
and is taken no more seriously than an old nurse with ghost 
stories. As to the man who tries to preach the hideous theory 
that in frightful torments of heat human beings are kept alive 
and constantly tortured by a “merciful Creator,”  his state­
ments are now considered blasphemous. No man would dare 
to make them, save to the most ignorant and degraded audi­
ence.—Exchange.

B ISH O P  P O W L E R  ON M ONEY AND SA LV A T IO N

“Salvation is reduced to a question of dollars and cents.’’
“Now, don’t misunderstand me. The gohlins’ ll get you if 

you do.”
These were the characteristic words of Bishop Charles H. 

Fowler in his address to the ministers and laymen of the Cin­
cinnati Methodist Episcopal church Conference Saturday morn­
ing. Bishop Fowler said further: “We have the doctrine,
the Redeemer, the experience, the schools; we have the rail­
roads, the steamships; we have masters of language—all we 
need is money. We have everything else. A famous New 
York laymen once said, ‘If you will give me enough money, I 
will make a Christian city of New York in thirty years.’ I 
say to you, ‘Give me money and I will make a Christian city 
of Cincinnati in thirty years.’ I would let the old sinners go 
anywhere they please, but I would save the young ones and 
the little ones. You can’t make a Christian city of Cincinnati 
on one-half a cent per person. The world must be conquered, 
and money is needed with which to do it. I want you laymen 
of the Cincinnati conference to be diligent in business. Get 
the money. The more you have the easier it will be to get 
still more. A soul set on fire for the Infinite God can’t get 
money enough. I want you to believe all I have said. Do as 
much as you can without utterly disrupting your moral na­
tures.”—Daily News.

A N O TH E R  W A Y  OF “ COUNTING TH E C O ST”

Discussing the cost of “ soul saving” as between the expenses 
of large and small churches the Brooklyn Standard Union says:

From 248 churches, evenly divided into large and small, it 
is shown that the cost of new converts is almost twice as much 
in the former as in the latter, ranging from $262.22 to $150.14, 
though the average annual expenditure of each member when 
safely in the fold is much more nearly equal— $14.09 against 
$13.05.

Oi course the inevitable question, Does it pay’ must lie 
met by the churches, as well as by every other form of human 
organization and activity, and as with all other forms of the 
higher and better types, the attempt to answer it would be idle. 
One might as well ask, Does the family, the State, society at 
large pay? There are fortunately some equations of life in 
which the factors are not convertible, and where to ask the 
question is to admit that its answer is impossible. A better 
form of the inquiry may be found in a book once read more 
than it is today, “What shall it profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?” It may be just as well once in 
a while to admit that there are some things which cannot be 
expressed in the terms of daily business, that cannot be meas­
ured by dollars and cents, and that the institutions, no mat­
ter by what name called, which go to make the world better 
worth living in, even though they require money and a good 
deal of it, are worth all they cost. The little churches, par­
ticularly, and those who love them and work for them, may 
well take heart.

PRIZE-FIGHTING COMMENDED
1 T im . 6:12.

“Life is a battle,”  some one has truly said. We see amongst tie; in politics the strife goes on continually; in the family, 
the brute creation a constant struggle for existence, and it is between the parents and the children, there is frequently strife 
the same with humanity. In business competition it is a bat- for mastery; and throughout the world it is largely each family

[3 2 7 2 ]



N ovember 15, 1903 Z I O N ’S W A T C H  T O W E R (421-422)

for itself and each individual for himself, all this strife being 
along the lines of ambition and selfishness, sometimes almost 
to the extent of necessity.

The Lord’s soldiers were recruited from these miserable 
conditions, but to another and different warfare— a war against 
selfishness, avarice, coveteousness and all unrighteous, all un­
loving methods, all sin.—The Captain of our salvation is our 
exemplar, whose methods of warfare we are to copy. Although 
he was holy, harmless, undefiled and separate from sinners, he 
was an inveterate foe to sin, and laid down his life in opposing 
it. All who would be accepted as followers of the cross must 
follow his example— “ faithful even unto death”— if they would 
have the great prize, the crown of life.

As we look at the world of which we once were a part, 
“ Children of wrath even as others,” we see that all of its strife 
is for some purpose. The politician strives for emoluments and 
sometimes for honor; the merchant strives for affluence and 
wealth; the struggles in the social arena are tor place and influ­
ence. These are their prizes, and in their efforts to attain their 
ideals, many are the sacrifices that are endured, many are the 
risks that are run, many are the night vigils and careful plans 
and schemes and plottings. Nevertheless, few of those who 
strive ever attain to their hearts’ desires. The prize eludes their 
grasp; and the more fortunate ones who do grasp the prizes 
find that there is much bitterness connected with the success, 
much disappointment as to the real pleasure accompanying 
them. The Apostle compares these earthly ambitions of the 
world with the higher ambitions of the soldiers of the Lord’s 
army. He points out that those who strive in earthly matters, 
either as race runners or as prize fighters in any department 
of the strife of earth, put themselves to certain tests of patience, 
endurance and self-denial in their endeavors to attain their 
ambitions; and he indicates that much more the soldiers of the 
cross should highly esteem the great prize for which we are 
called to fight the good fight— the prize of life eternal. The 
Apostle says, “Every man that striveth is temperate in all 
things: now they do it to attain a corruptible crown [reward], 
but we an incorruptible.”

These who strive for earthly prizes do so in the face of much 
uncertainty. Every politician admits the strong probability 
of his defeat; every one who seeks wealth will acknowledge a 
strong probability that he will fail in his fight for it; but not 
so with the soldiers of the cross. The prize is not only superla­
tively great and grand and incorruptible, but it is a certainty, 
as the Apostle adds, “ I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; 
so fight I, not as one that beateth the air.”  We know that 
faithfulness as followers of our Captain will bring results not 
only blessed to ourselves, but results which will be under the 
Lord'.-, pi evidence-. a blessing to all the families of the earth. 
It is a view of this certainty on our part as to the results and 
the grandeur thereof that the Apostle intimates that we, as 
soldiers of the cross, should be willing to endure much greater 
hardness and self-denial and buffeting for the sake of the cause 
we represent than would those who strive for the earthly 
crowns and prizes. And if they practice self-denial and dis­
ciplines late and early, in season and out of season, when 
convenient and when inconvenient, whether of food and drink 
if preparing for some physical contest, or of comforts and con­
veniences and pleasures if for political or business contests, 
much more should we not be slothful in our business, fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord, fighting the good fight of faith, 
laying hold on eternal life as a sure thing, not an uncertainty. 
The Apostle applies this thought too, saying, “ I keep my body 
under [its ambitions, appetites, desires], and bring it into sub­
jection [to the new mind] : lest by any means when I have 
preached to others I myself should be a castaway [rejected 
from being a member of the little flock].”— 1 Cor. 9:25-28.

The first essential in becoming a soldier of the cross is a 
proper understanding of the only terms of enlistment—that 
it is not for an occasion, nor for a year, but for life. Many 
err on this point, and after fighting faithfully in a few skirm­
ishes they seem to have the impression that they have fulfilled 
the conditions of their enlistment, and drift into some other 
service, some other kind of fighting, or into a slothful, indiffer­
ent ease in the presence of the enemy and the evil against 
which they pledged themselves to war a good warfare even unto 
death. Such occasionally get revived under the stimulus of the 
Gospel or mental excitement, and for a time fight a little more, 
only to relapse again into indifference and slothfulness. Some 
even plume themselves upon these repeated reenlistments and 
purpose further reenlistments before they die, not dis­
cerning that this is a wrong view of the situation—that no 
volunteers are accepted save upon the terms of the Captain: 
“ Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life.” Such need to see that participation in a few battles 
is not the condition of our call and enlistment, and that the

rewards—glory, honor and immortality—which the Lord has 
promised to the faithful cannot be expected by those who do 
not fight the good fight faithfully and continuously. We are 
not here discussing what portion will come to those who are 
careless in respect to the terms of their enlistment. We are not 
saying whether their portion will be in the “great company”  
or elsewhere; but we are seeking to make clear that none can 
be counted worthy of a place in the little flock, in the glory 
of the Kingdom, unless he shall have the proper appreciation 
of his enlistment, and have been, at heart at least, thoroughly 
loyal to and active in the defence of the principles for which 
his covenant stands committed—the principles of righteousness 
at any cost, even unto death.

It will be found a great help to the weaknesses of the fallen 
nature to have understandingly made a full consecration of 
the will,— a full enlistment of every power and talent of mind 
and of body. He who takes this proper view of his consecra­
tion to the Lord and enlistment in the Lord’s army, realizes 
that he has nothing more to give to the Lord, and hence, what­
ever struggle of the will he may have is all ended when he 
has finally decided— “As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.” The others, who do not so recognize the matter, 
have continually a battle with their wills before they can en­
gage in any measure in defence of the truth. How important 
it is, therefore, that all the soldiers realize that the term of the 
enlistment is until death, and that there is no room for even 
considering any suggestion to withdraw from the battle and 
cease even for an hour to fight the good fight of faith.

The new recruits to the Lord’s army frequently have diffi­
culty with themselves because of the very different kind of 
fighting to which the Lord’s soldiers are called. Used to fight­
ing in the battle of life as members of the fallen race, a battle 
for the Lord along the same lines is the natural tendency— 
with carnal weapons, carnal objects, actions, methods, etc. Such, 
however, are to heed the voice of the Captain, to fight only as 
he directs— for righteousness instead of unrighteousness, for 
love and generosity, and against selfishness instead of for 
selfishness. They may not even take the suggestions of certain 
moral reformers and begin a battle for pure politics nor for 
total abstinence nor for social uplift—because the Captain’s 
commands have not been along these lines. They may, nay *bey 
should, feel a deep sympathy with all of these commem • •le 
efforts, and should smile rather than frown upon them; but 
their time, their influence, their talents may not go in t.iese 
directions, however much their sympathy may go toward them, 
because they are under the orders of the Captain. They are 
not fighting at their own charges nor to accomplish their own 
wills; they are not the heads of the army, but the subordinate 
members, and thus look for their directions to the Captain. 
He has called them for a special purpose, and has given them 
particular instructions respecting the same, and their every 
energy and talent, not absorbed in procuring the necessities 
of life, must be considered as devoted and beyond their control.

After enlistment each soldier should expect his share of the 
provided armor— helmet, breastplate, sandals, shield and 
sword; and his first work must be to put on this armor—to 
prepare himself. The armory from which these articles can be 
obtained is the Word of God, which is so well stocked that “The 
man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto every good word 
and work.”  (2 Tim. 3:17) He who rushes into a fight with­
out waiting to hear the Captain’s command and without waiting 
to put on the armor provided, is certain to meet with measur­
able defeat and a disaster more or less consequential. W’ould 
that every soldier who enlists could realize the necessity for 
hearkening to the Word of God, and appropriating to himself 
the armor of truth which it provides. The helmet, represent­
ing the truth, which would fortify the Lord’s soldiers intellect­
ually by giving them a clear and intelligent appreciation of his 
plan, is necessary; the breastplate, which represents the knowl­
edge of righteousness and an appreciation of God’s provision 
for our covering in the great redemptive sacrifice, is also essen­
tial as a covering for our hearts, for our spiritual protection; 
the sandals, representing our expectation of trials and diffi­
culties in the narrow way and our readiness to accept them 
all, with the assurance that they would all work for our good, 
are indispensible; also the shield of faith, which grows larger 
and larger in proportion as it is handled and used, is very im­
portant; no soldier can possibly acquit himself acceptably to 
the Captain except he have such a shield—without it he would 
be exposed to the darts of the enemy. Notwithstanding his 
having on the whole armor, the sword of the Spirit, the Word 
of God, sharper than any two-edged sword, must not be for­
gotten. He who has not on part of the armor will be unable 
to keep the foes of righteousness at a respectful distance; and 
this sword becomes stronger and larger in the hands of the
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soldier as he grasps it firmly at the hilt and uses it in hia
battles for the Lord and the truth.

Many soldiers in the Lord’s army are surprised to learn 
that the Captain’s name is the Prince of Peace, and that all 
the enlisted ones are expected to battle for peace. The matter 
seems at first to be contradictory. Battling is warfare, peace 
is the result; we are called to be soldiers and called to be 
peacemakers. Many of the soldiers, without waiting to learn 
the rules and commands of the Captain, without waiting to 
study the proper use of the sword of the spirit, spring cour­
ageously into the fight and begin to wound their neighbors, 
their friends, and sometimes their fellow soldiers in the Lord’s 
army. This is a great mistake: this is an attempt to use the 
spiritual weapons in a carnal manner and is contrary to the 
example and word of our Captain. All such would do best to 
put up their swords again—to refrain from using the word of 
God in a belligerent manner, in a smiting way against those 
with whom they have to do. We must learn who is our foe, and 
not recklessly and blindly smite down any and everything 
opposing us.

But some one inquires, Are we not to smite down error, 
and does not this mean the smiting of those who uphold the 
error? We answer that those all about us who are upholding 
error, and those who dcspitefully use us and persecute us be­
cause we are on the Loid’s side, are blinded by ignorance, and 
it is not the Lord’s intention that we should fight against them; 
—rather we would fight for them to lift them out of their ig­
norance and blindness, their superstition. So the Lord ex­
pressed it when he said, “ The Son of man came not to destroy 
men’s lives,” but that they might have life, and that more 
abundantly. He has not changed in the interim; he still has 
the same generous sentiment toward the poor world that he 
had when lie died, when he tasted death for every man. The 
Apostle will instruct us who are our foes. He sayfi, “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but with principalities and 
powers and wicked spirits in exalted positions.”— Eph. 6:12.

Ah, then, our real opponents are the fallen angels, the de­
mons ; and our poor fallen fellow creatures who oppose us and 
who oppose righteousness do so because they are under the 
power of Satan, more or less blinded by his sophistries and 
deceptions,— as it is written, “The god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them that believe not”—has deceived 
the whole world— (2 Cor. 4 :4 ; Rev. 20:2, 3) Our sentiment 
against all opposers of righteousness amongst men should there­
fore be that of benevolence and compassion, realizing that they 
are under the Adversary’s power, though they know it not. 
And if we suffer at their hands as soldiers of the cross, our 
sentiments should be, “ Father, forgive them; they know not 
what they do.”— “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.”  As 
the Apostle Peter explained respecting those who crucified the 
Lord Jesus, that in ignorance they did it, so we should re­
gard that present opposition to righteousness and to those who 
are on the Lord’s side are largely the results of ignorance and 
superstition, and of the blindness which comes from the great 
deceiver against whom we are enlisted and seeking to fight a 
good fight.

Our good fight o f faith, as the Apostle explains, consists 
in a considerable measure in our defense of the Word of God, 
which includes also our defense of the character of God. This 
is implied in the Apostle’s words, “ Contend [fight earnestly] 
for the faith once delivered unto the saints.”  This will mean 
our willingness to stand for the truth at any cost and against 
any number of assailants—against the creeds and theories of 
men, which would misrepresent the good tidings of great joy 
which the Lord and the Apostles have announced, and which 
shall, thank God, yet be unto all people. As the Apostle again 
says. “ I am set for the defence of the truth.”  We can do no 
less than defend the truth. The truth is God’s representative, 
Christ’s representative, and hence our standard, and as true sol­
diers we must defend our standard even unto death. Not every 
truth, however; for although we may feel in sympathy with all 
truth yet we are enlisted under a Captain whose command 
indicates that it is one special line of truth that we are to 
defend with our lives— the truth of divine revelation—the 
divine message, the Gospel, the good tidings of redemption 
through the precious blood, forgiveness of sins, and in general 
the divine plan of salvation as set forth in the inspired Word. 
It will be noticed that he measurably ignores truth on other 
lines, on mathematics, on astronomy, geology, not to mention 
other sciences falsely so called, respecting which the Lord has 
given us no revelation— respecting which, therefore, his sword 
of truth has never been sent offensively nor defensively. It is 
for the “ faith onee delivered unto the saints,”  and that only, 
that the soldiers of the cross are to battle.

We have already noticed that the contesting is not to be 
with carnal weapons, even when it is for the faith once deliv­

ered unto the saints; and by carnal weapons we understand 
more to be meant than many at first surmise. Not merely are 
swords, spears and guns carnal weapons, but anger, malice, 
hatred, strife and a general contesting and combative spirit are 
all carnal weapons; and whenever these are used in defence of 
the Lord’s good cause they do it injury instead of benefit, what­
ever the users may intend. It is important to remember that 
all the soldiers fighting in this battle for the Truth win not by 
injuring others, but by showing to others such noble examples 
of fidelity to the principles of righteousness (truth) even unto 
death, as will commend to them the Lord and his cause. Those 
who fight with anger and malice and strife, who fight carnally, 
misrepiesent the Captain, however unintentionally, and do 
injury to his cause. There are many of these fighters who are 
not warring a good warfare, not fighting a good fight, and who 
will consequently fail of the chief reward—the glory, honor, 
immortality and joint-heirship with the Lord in the kingdom.

It may be inquired, then, How can these soldiers expect to 
have any battle if they abstain from carnal warfare either with 
their hands or their tongues, speaking only that which is good, 
and endeavoring so much as licth in them to live peaceably with 
all men? How can such soldiers have any battle at all? who 
would contend with them ? Surely, says one, it is not suppos- 
able that the world would battle or in any wise injure those 
who seek only its good, its welfare, its blessing, its peace. Nay 
but, we answer, the Master suffered for his fidelity to the faith 
once delivered, and forewarned us, saying, “Marvel not if the 
world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the world the world would love its own: but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world, therefore the world hateth you.”  “ The world loveth 
darkness rather than light.”  Guided by the Master’s words, we 
look to see what constituted the world from his standpoint. We 
perceive that he could not have meant that the enemies of the 
saints would be wholly nor chiefly the hoodlum element of 
society, the thieves and thugs and murderers. Not from these 
are we to expect the hatred and persecution which, the Lord 
forewarned us, all true soldiers would experience from the 
world. When the Master said that the world hated him, we 
perceive that it was not the heathen or Gentile world, but the 
religious world as we might term it—the churchianity of his 
day—the chief priests and scribes and Pharisees who took 
counsel against him and who finally secured his execution. It 
was the same professedly religious world that through t]je 
dark ages persecuted the light and the truth even unto death, 
and it is the same nominally religious world, deficient in the 
Spirit of the Lord surely, and more or less blinded by the god 
of this world, which will continue to be the persecuting power 
against the soldiers of the cross down to the very close of this 
dispensation—until the last soldier of the cross shall have 
proven faithful unto death and the elect company shall be fin­
ished.

Here we get the broad view that the heathen religions are 
all of Satan, that he has misled the heathen people into gross 
darkness, and that whatever measure of superstition and dark­
ness still clings to Christianity is so much the power of Satan 
working in and through those who are nominally and profess­
edly the Lord’s people. The soldiers of the cross all down 
through this Gospel age, following the example of the Captain 
and of his lieutenants, the apostles, have held up the banner of 
the truth, the light, not aggressively but defensively, and have 
been considered faithful in proportion as they have endured 
hardness with meekness and patience and long-suffering, broth­
erly kindness and love, not rendering evil for evil, slander for 
slander, reviling for reviling, but, like the Master when reviled 
reviled not again, but blessed their enemies, and did good to 
those who despitefully used them and persecuted them, praying 
for them and hoping for them divine mercy in the future, to 
the opening of the eyes of their understanding. So also we 
must expect it to be today.

Doubtless, in harmony with the Scriptural declaration, we 
may expect that in the near future all the soldiers of the cross 
will be exposed to much more severe attacks from the great 
adversary and those whom he has blinded. The attacks are to 
be so severe that, according to Scriptural declaration, a thou­
sand shall fall at our side to one who will stand— the merely 
nominal soldiers will fall. Only the faithful, the overcoming 
ones, the very elect, will be able to stand in that evil day, and 
they because they will have on the whole armor of God pro­
vided for their protection. The Apostle mentions all deceiv- 
ableness of unrighteousness in the perishing ones as being one 
of the characteristics of Satan’s manifestation in our time. 
We see some of this deceivableness manifested in the many won­
derful works, healings, etc., performed by the Spiritualists, 
Mormons, Christian Scientists and others— calculated to de­
ceive if possible the very elect. But it will not be possible to
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deceive this overcoming class, because the true soldier will take 
careful heed to the instructions of the Captain and will have 
on the whole armor of his Word for their defence and protec­
tion from all the wiles of the adversary, who, now that his 
kingdom is tottering to its fall, is forced to holster up by feign­
ing works of mercy and goodness as a garment of light.—Matt. 
12:26; 2 Cor. 11:14.

Foregoing we have considered the outward battlings of the 
Lord’s soldiers; let us notice the more secret drillings and bat­
tlings which come to each individual soldier, to test his loyalty 
and to develop his character.

We have already noticed that the soldier is the new crea­
ture and not the flesh, that the enlistment was a surrender of 
the fleshly will and the acceptance of the headship or captaincy 
of the Redeemer. From that moment of full surrender to the 
Captain, enlistment under his orders and in the service of right­
eousness, the new creature has experienced a conflict with its 
mortal body and its weaknesses, passions and tendencies for 
sin. The new will cannot free itself from the fleshly body, and 
although the reward promised by the Captain is a new body, 
perfect and in full harmony with himself and with righteous­
ness, nevertheless the new will is required to demonstrate its 
loyalty to the Captain and to righteousness by its faithful com­
bat with the flesh—with the desires and propensities of its own 
mortal body.

Here is the great and continual battle, for although the 
new will asserts itself and puts the body under and compels its 
subjection to the new mind, nevertheless the mortal body, not 
being actually dead, is continually coming into contact with 
the world and the adversary and is continually being stimulated 
by these and reinvigorated with earthly cares, ambitions, meth­
ods, strivings, conflicts and insubordination to our new will. 
No saint is without experiences of this kind—fightings without 
and within. It must be a fight to the finish or the great prize 
for which we fight will not be gained. For although the new 
creature masters the mortal body by the Lord’s grace and 
strength repeatedly, nevertheless until death there can be no 
cessation of the conflict, for the “ flesh lusteth [desireth, striv- 
eth] against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh: and 
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would.”—Gal. 5:17.

The Apostle urges that we do not seek for the cofiperation 
of the flesh, but rather anticipate in advance its opposition and 
proceed at once to mortify [put to death] the flesh with its 
affections and its desires, assuring us that as the death of the 
flesh will result in our begetting to the new nature, so the death 
of the flesh actually will be a precedent to our attaining the 
birth of the spirit. The apostle’s words along this line are com­
forting to us. He says: “ For which cause we faint not [in our 
battlings]; but though the outward man perish, the inward 
man is renewed day by day [we become stronger in the Lord 
and in the power of his might], for our light afflictions [trials, 
etc., which may include these battlings with our own flesh], 
which are but for a moment [as compared with the eternity we 
hope to gain], work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.”—2 Cor. 4:16-18.

It is because the adversary works in the hearts of the chil­
dren of disobedience, and because the children of the light, the 
soldiers of the cross, are in contact in the flesh with the children 
of this world, that thus the adversary is able to work power­
fully against them and repeatedly to resuscitate their flesh, so 
that all need to follow the Apostle’s course as expressed in his 
words, “ I keep my body under”—the thought being that there 
is a tendency for the body, the flesh, to arise from its condition 
of reckoned deadness and that hence the new nature needs to be 
continually on the alert to maintain its ascendency, to fight the 
good fight of faith and to gain the prize as an overcomer. 
These battlings of the new mind against the flesh are a good 
fight in the sense that they are fightings against sin and weak­
nesses that belong to the fallen nature. They are a fight of 
faith in the sense that the entire course of the new creature is 
a course of faith as the Apostle says, “We walk by faith and 
not by sight.”  The new creature has faith in the Word of God, 
in the promises therein contained, and with the eye of faith 
sees the heavenly city and the crown of righteousness which the 
Lord has in reservation for the overcomers, joint-heirship with 
the Redeemer. It is a fight of faith in the sense that no one 
could keep up this battle against his own flesh and its propen­
sities and desires, and come off conqueror, except as he can exer­
cise faith in the promises and in the Lord as his helper.

Considering particularly what some of these battles of the 
new nature are, we suggest that many of them pertain to the 
weaknesses of the flesh through heredity— sin working in our 
mortal bodies and seeking to bring us more and more into cap­
tivity and to separate us from the Lord and the righteousness 
which he in every way represents. In proportion as the Lord’s

people receive the new mind, the gross sins of the flesh become 
distasteful to them— for instance, robbery, dishonesty, murder, 
filthy communications, etc., and when these are put away 
unquestionably a large victory has been gained—a great ad­
vance over what was in some hearts when first they heard the 
voice of the Lord. But the spirit of murder and the spirit of 
dishonesty often lurk in the hearts of those who have become 
thoroughly the Lord’s people, and these dispositions hide them­
selves, cloak themselves in such a manner that they frequently 
deceive the new will, which indeed needs to be educated up to 
an appreciation of principles.

It is an advance lesson in the school of Christ that gives ua 
to understand that he that hateth his brother is a murderer, 
and hence that those who enlist as soldiers of the cross are not 
only to hate murder but are to hate the murder spirit and to 
cast it out entirely, so that they would have nothing but love 
in their hearts for any, even their enemies. Only the more 
advanced and better drilled of the soldiers of the Lord see 
clearly and distinctly the meaning of the Apostle’s words when 
he denominates anger, malice, hatred, strife, envyings and evil 
speakings to be all works of the flesh and of the devil.

As soon as this is perceived, the true soldier starts a cam­
paign against these well-intrenched evils and weaknesses of 
his own fallen flesh, and he needs to keep continually before his 
mind the thought that perfect love must rule in the hearts of 
all who in the end will be esteemed of the Lord overcomers, 
worthy of a share with him in the kingdom. He must see that 
perfect love worketh no ill to his neighbor (Rom. 13:10) ; he 
must see that evil speaking comes from evil thinking, because 
“out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh;” con­
sequently he must see that there is an evil condition still 
intrenched which needs eradication, and only in the name and 
with the assistance of the Lord can he hope to conquer fully and 
completely all such evil heart conditions. True, the Lord reck­
oned us pure in heart from the moment we made full consecra­
tion to him, and his mercy covers all the blemishes that were 
in us, ignorantly and unwillingly, and thus he receives us into 
his school, into his army—but receiving us meant our education, 
our instruction, our drill. As the instruction progresses, the 
obedience must also have made progress, else we will not have 
been considered in the Lord’s sight as pure in heart, pure in 
intention. Evidently it is the divine purpose that all in this 
school of the Lord shall ultimately come to the place where their 
hearts will approve nothing but that which is approved of the 
Lord—noble, pure, good—however perfectly or imperfectly they 
may be able to express all this in their mortal flesh.

If once the soldiers of the cross could get the proper thought 
that slander and evil speaking are assassinations of the charac­
ter of another, and that defamation is the robbery of another’s 
good name, the sooner they will see this matter in its truly 
awful light as it must appear in the Lord’s sight, and once 
seeing the matter from this true, divine standpoint must 
awaken the new creature to the greatest activity possible in the 
overcoming of such works of the flesh and of the devil. Each 
will seek to purge out the old leaven of malice and envy and 
strife and crookedness and evil speaking, that he may be pure 
in heart, a copy of the Lord.

The Scriptural declaration is “ Speak evil of no man,”  and 
all who can see the matter in its true light as above set forth 
will feel a zeal for God and for righteousness that will burn 
against all such iniquity wherever it may be found, especially 
in his own flesh.

But if it be reprehensible to speak evil of any person, if that 
be contrary to the spirit of love, the spirit of the Lord, how 
much more evil in the Lord’s sight must it be if any of the 
Lord’s brethren should speak evil of one another— speak evil 
of a member of the Lord’s body! How terrible is the thought, 
how surely an evil-doer would lose the Captain’s favor and 
ultimately be cut off from all relationship with him and with 
the body. The Lord refers to such, saying, “Thou givest thy 
mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit. Thou sittest and 
speakest against thy brother; thou slanderest thine own moth­
er’s son [all of the house of sons, brethren of Christ, are figura­
tively represented as being the children of the Sarah covenant, 
the Abrahamic covenant.] These things thou hast done, and I 
kept silence; Thou thoughtest I was altogether such an one 
as thyself: but I will reprove thee.”— Psa. 50:19-22.

Many have the thought that the evil speaking which the 
Scriptures forbid refers to false witness; but not so. The Lord 
certainly does not expect any of his people to have any sym­
pathy with lies. I f  we might speak of sin in a cumulative 
way, we might say that to speak evil is a sin, and that if the 
matter were untrue it would be doubly sinful in the Lord’s 
sight. The principle which underlies the matter should be 
clearly discerned by all of the Lord’s people. It is this: The 
law of the new creation is love, and whoever loves another
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■would not only not lie to his injury, but would not even speak 
to his injury if the thing were the truth. Whoever, therefore, 
finds in his heart, in his own disposition, a love to tell about 
others something that is to their detriment, to their discredit or 
injury, should see that he is proportionately deficient in the 
spirit of love, in the spirit of the Lord. Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbor, justly or unjustly; it is ready to believe all that 
is good, anxious to disbelieve and would avoid mentioning any­
thing that is discreditable. Only duty would move it to speak 
at all of that which is to the discredit of another, and then it 
would be spoken only in such a manner as the Scriptures and

the spirit of love would approve to those who ought to know, 
and with a view to the assistance of the wrong-doer.

Let us then as new creatures be encouraged with every better 
understanding of the Captain’s word and will respecting us, full 
of confidence in his wisdom and in his grace—that he is willing 
and able to bring us off conquerors in the full sense if we are 
obedient to him. Let us strive that we may be able to say 
with the Apostle at the close of our experiences, “I have fought 
the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness 
which the Lord, the righteous judge shall give me at that day.”  
—2 Tim. 4:7, 8.

“I HAVE CHOSEN HIM”
1 Chkon. 28:1-10.— Nov. 29.

G o l d e n  T e x t : —“ Trust in the Lord
We have already noted the fact that in King David’s seven­

tieth year, when it was evident that he was nearing the close of 
life, one of his elder sons, Adonijah, following the example of 
Absalom, attempted to seize the kingdom, evidently surmising 
or perhaps knowing that his father had already determined 
that Solomon, his younger brother, should be the successor to 
the throne. We saw how, under the Lord’s guidance, Adonijali’s 
plans were frustrated and Solomon was duly anointed and pro­
claimed King of all Israel before the conspiracy had hatched. 
Solomon at this time was about twenty years old, a very young 
man to succeed to the throne, but evidently the best qualified of 
all. Of his elder brothers Farrar says, “They were men of fierce 
passions and haughty temperament, and would be singularly 
unfitted to carry out the peaceful and religious designs which 
David wished to bequeath to his successor.”  King David had 
evidently been an over-indulgent parent, and, occupied with 
the larger affairs of the kingdom, he probably had neglected the 
training of his children in the ways of the Lord. Solomon, 
born after his legal marriage to Bathsheba, and at a time when 
the King’s misguided course had brought him to a very humble 
position before God and man, and educated at a time when 
Absalom’s rebellion had perhaps taught the King a great lesson, 
we may reasonably suppose that the education of Solomon and 
his younger brothers was along different lines from those pre­
viously pursued with their elder brethren. Tn line with this 
thought we find that Solomon’s education was under the care 
of the Prophet Nathan and in every way characteristic of him.

Not content with his own appreciation of Solomon as the 
most suitable heir to the throne and the one approved by the 
Lord, the King gathered a great assembly of the chief men of 
the nation to, so to speak, ratify Solomon’s appointment and 
anointing. These princes represented (1) the heads of the 
families, in the twelve tribes; (2) the captains of industry and 
their subordinate officers; (3) in a word he gathered all the 
influential representatives of the nation, civil, military, and 
commercial. This was evidently a wise course, and points a 
lesson to the Lord’s people of the church of this Gospel age.
It is not sufficient that those who serve the Lord’s flock shall 
be sure that they understand the divine will in respect to the 
general interests of his work; it is expedient that they seek 
the cooperation of the entire congregation either directly or 
through their chosen representatives. David’s assurance that 
God had chosen Solomon was a guarantee to him that the Lord 
would so overrule and influence the nation that they would 
gladly accept the divine choice. At the same time, the course 
would have been the wisest one in any event, because it is an 
element of human nature to prefer to fee considered rather than 
to be ignored.

Notwithstanding the King’s age and decreptitude, and the 
fact that it was usual to sit in such assemblages, he stood upon 
his feet as implying the importance of the matters to be dealt 
with. His salutation to the officers and representatives of the 
realm was a gracious one: “Hear me, my brethren, and my 
people'”  King David was not evidently of the dictator class, 
and all noble men and women will appreciate him all the more 
because of this. Notwithstanding his greatness, his success as 
a soldier in establishing and enlarging the kingdom, and his 
eminence as a poet, and his evident favor with God, he was 
not by any or all of these things made haughty, domineering, 
tyrannical, but, even in speech was a faithful, humble shepherd 
to the people over whom God appointed him. No wonder his 
name is reverenced to this day not only by the Jews, his coun­
trymen, but by all who love the Lord and the principles of 
righteousness.

With full candor the King related to his princes bis own 
desires for the glory of God and the nation in connection with 
the building of the Temple, and with equal candor he explained 
why the Lord rejected the work at his hands—because he had 
been a man of war and had shed blood. Herein we see a wide

with all thy heart.”—Prov. 3:5.
distinction betwen the character of our God and his Temple and 
that of other gods and their temples. The gods of the heathen 
are gods of war and their mighty ones are their bloody ones. 
One is impressed with the same thought in connection with 
some of the homage given to war heroes in the nominal 
Christian church. For instance, in Westminster Abbey the 
names of generals and admirals and men of the world in gen­
eral are almost the only ones made prominent. Nor was this 
an exceptional matter in David’s case: we see the same principle 
pointed out in the Law. (Num. 31:19) Those who partici­
pated in battle were unclean and required purification for seven 
days before participating in the privileges of citizenship.

David called attention to the fact that the Lord had chosen 
him to be their King; that he had decreed that he should be 
their King forever—that is, that the kingship should be in the 
line of his posterity. He called their attention to the fact that 
the tribe of Judah was the tribe of royalty by divine appoint­
ment, and that in the tribe of Judah the house of Jesse had 
been chosen by divine direction through the Prophet Samuel, 
and that in the family of Jesse, above all of his sons, the Lord 
had chosen David to be King over all Israel. In this speech the 
King was not attempting to defend his position on the throne, 
for that was conceded by all the tribes; but he did wish that 
the people should recognize the matter in a still higher light— 
that it was God who was their real King, and that God had 
taken the supervision of the affairs of the nation and had 
ordered and directed matters up to that juncture. It is well 
that spiritual Israelites should refresh their memories simi­
larly; that they should call to mind that God, who was the King 
of typical Israel, is specially the King of spiritual Israel, and 
that being our King the affairs of his church are not left to 
chance or haphazard, but are, in their largest interests at least 
under divine supervision and care. The Apostle points this out 
in respect to our Lord, the great High Priest, saying, “No man 
taketli this honor unto himself, but he that is called of God.” 
So our Lord Jesus called not himself to a position of headship 
in the church, but was evidently appointed to that position by 
the Father, as the Apostle declares, “God hath given him to be 
the head over the church, which is his body.”— Eph. 1:22, 23.

Likewise throughout the Gospel age we may be sure that the 
affairs of God’s church have not been overlooked by him—that 
at all times during this age he has had the care of the interests 
of his people, and has raised up for them such helps and teach­
ers as he saw best. Similarly, we may know that he still has 
the supervision of Zion’s interests, as the Apostle declares, “God 
hath set in the body the various members as it bath pleased 
him.”  (1 Cor. 12:18) If this thought were more in the minds 
of the Lord’s faithful they would be more on the lookout to note 
the will of the Lord in respect to the affairs of the church— 
whom he sets and where. With this thought in mind the choice 
of elders would not be conducted along lines of earthly prefer­
ence or family kinship or selfish ambition, but instead the 
Lord’s preference, the Lord’s choice, would be sought. And, so 
far as the Lord’s mind would be discerned, none other than his 
choice would be recognized by any of his faithful ones.

David had no doufet whatever respecting the Lord’s choice 
for his successor. How he knew the mind of the Lord on the 
subject we are not informed, but evidently he had assured 
Bathsheba years before that her son Solomon should fill the 
throne, and now he probably announced the matter, declaring 
that God had given him assurance that Solomon should build 
the great temple which King David had not been permitted to 
build, but for which he had accumulated great stores of gold, 
silver, iron, marble, precious wood, etc. The word of the Lord. 
“I have chosen him to be my son and will be his Father,”  we 
are not to understand as meaning that Solomon was lifted up 
from the house of servants, of which Moses was the head, and 
made a member of the house of sons, of which Christ is the 
head— “ Whose house are if we hold fast the confidence of our
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rejoicing firm unto the end.”  According to the Scriptural rec­
ord, the first opportunity for any members of the house of 
servants to become sons of God was granted at the time of our 
Lord’s first advent, and in view of the fact that he had already 
made consecration of his life as man’s redemption price. (John 
1:12, 13) Solomon was God’s son in a typical sense—he typi­
fied God’s great Son, the Christ.

That Solomon was a model young man at the time of his 
induction into the kingdom, is evidenced from the statement 
of verse 7: “ If he be constant to do my commands and my
judgments as at this day, I will establish his kingdom forever.”  
Here again, however, we see how the Lord, while making certain 
definite promises sure to be fulfilled, attaches them to certain 
individuals only upon conditions of their loyalty to him. As a 
matter of fact we know that Solomon did not continue in divine 
favor, but was led astray by the dangers of his lofty position 
and forfeited for his posterity their share in the Levitic prom­
ise. Hence it is that our Lord is not of Solomon’s line, but 
a descendant of another son of David, Nathan.— See M illen­
nia !, Daw n , Vol. V.—pp. 145-150.

Having thus set forth the reasons guiding him to the anoint­
ing of Solomon as his successor in the kingdom, the King 
charges responsibility upon the chief men of the nation—that 
they should maintain their relationship to the Lord and his 
arrangements faithfully; that they should not only observe the 
commandments of the Lord as already understood by them, 
but that they should continually seek to know the divine will in 
all things. He points out that as a nation this would be neces­
sary to them if they would continue to possess the goodly land 
of Palestine. We know that they did not continue faithful to 
King David’s exhortation, and that as a result the goodly land 
was lost, first by ten of the twelve tribes going into captivity, 
and subsequently by the two tribes being transported to a for­
eign land as prisoners. Nevertheless, God’s promise to David 
still stands sure, and, like the promise made to Abraham, can 
have its fulfillment only when the greater than Isaac, greater 
than David, greater than Solomon, the antitype of these, shall 
take the throne and inaugurate the Millennial reign.

Turning to Solomon his newly appointed successor, the 
King exhorted his son, “Know thou the God of thy father and 
serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind.”  Here 
knowledge is given its proper place. First, it is only in propor­
tion as we come to know God that we can properly trust him 
or faithfully serve him, and the Christian’s course should be a 
progressive one in these respects. To the first knowledge of 
God and the first faith on that small knowledge and first obedi­
ence following, come in God’s order increased knowledge, in­
creased faith and increased obedience. We are to remember, 
however, that the range of knowledge and faith is limited to 
natural things until the full consecration of heart is made and 
the begetting of the holy Spirit received, because “ the natural 
man receiveth not the things of God neither can he know them, 
for they are spiritually discerned.”  God hath revealed them 
unto us [begotten of the Spirit] by his Spirit which searcheth 
all things, yea the deep things of God.

Solomon is exhorted to remember that God not only knows 
the outward things which man can see and of which they can 
imperfectly judge, but that he knows also the heart, the intent, 
the thoughts. The antitypical children of God need continually 
to have this in mind, for we walk by faith and not by sight. To 
us, too, the exhortation applies that we are to keep continually 
seeking the Lord if we would be continually finding him more 
and more precious, and that if we forsake him and break our 
covenant with him he will cast us off for ever.

The last verse of the lesson refers to the typical Temple 
which Solmon did build as God’s sanctuary. He was strength­
ened in wisdom and in power and did accomplish that work. 
The antitype of Solomon, the Christ, has been strengthened, has 
been faithful, has been an overcomer, has been approved of the 
Father. He already has nearly prepared all the living stones 
which will constitute the living Temple of God for the coming 
age, through which the divine blessing will be administered for 
the restoration of the groaning creation. The building of the 
house, the growing together of the living stones, is already in 
progress; soon the capstone will be brought on with shoutings 
of grace, grace, unto it!

WHAT A TRIUMPH OF HIS
What a triumph of his grace it will be 
When the King shall take me home, even me;
Lifting me from low estate,
Passing by the wise and great.
What a triumph of his grace it will be!

What a triumph of his grace it will be 
When at last he saves, through faith, even me;
Faith that he, the work begun,
Will watch o’er me ’til ’tis done,
What a triumph of his grace it will be!

GRACE IT WILL BE
What a triumph of his grace it will be 
When, my sad mistakes all ended, I am free;
Free at last to do the right,
All my weakness turned to light,
What a triumph of his grace it will be!

What a triumph of his grace it will be 
When he says, “ Well done'”  at last to even me;
When in glory he shall own me,
And with my Lord enthrone me,
What a triumph of his grace it will be! C. J. W

“THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM”
1 K ings 3:14,

Solomon began to reign when he was twenty years of age, 
and under unfavorable conditions in several respects. His 
elder brothers were ambitious for the throne, and the chief 
General of King l)a\id’s aimv. Joali, had been deflected tiom 
the course of fidelity to the King. So had Abiathar, one of the 
chief priests, so that the young King had not a path of roses 
before him. The loyalty of his heart to the Lord and to the 
duties imposed upon him by his divine appointment to the king- 
ship are remarkable for one so young. They clearly indicate the 
good training he enjoyed, and his father’s wisdom in putting 
him under the tuition of the Prophet Nathan. Amongst the 
earliest acts of Solomon’s reign was the calling of a religious 
convention, to which was assembled the chief men of the nation 
at Gibeon. Solomon icali/ed the importance ot lcligion to him­
self and to the people—that God must be first; and this assem­
blage was doubtless intended to stir up the religious enthusi­
asm of the nation, as well as to convince all that Solomon ac­
knowledged the Lord, and that the course of the new kingdom 
would be after the same pattern as that of his father—loyalty 
to the Lord as the great King, and recognition of himself as 
merely his servant and representative.

It is generally understood that the thousand burnt offerings 
sacrificed on this occasion were burnt offerings only in the sense 
that they were offered in connection with a religious ceremony 
in acknowledgment of God, that certain of the inward parts 
were burned upon the altar, and that the shoulder of each was 
devoted to the priesthood. It is generally understood that the 
multitudes feasted upon the remainder of the flesh of these 
sacrificed animals. This custom was not only recognized in

IV—34
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Israel but in various heathen nations, each acknowledging its 
own gods. Thus Croesus, King of Lydia, “offered up three thou­
sand of every kind of sacrificial beasts,”  to the god of the Del­
phian oracle, as Herodotus relates. Xerxes, according to the 
same authority, “ made an offering of a thousand oxen to the 
Trojan Minerva.”  Whether the heathen nations copied these 
sacrifices from the Jews or not cannot be positively stated, but 
the earliest and most authentic histories seem to so indicate.

It was while Solmon’s mind was active in religious matters 
at Gibeon that the Lord appeared to him in a dream and asked 
him to choose what he would of any gift. We are not from this 
to infer that all dreams are of the Lord, but simply to under­
stand that God is able to use dreams when he so chooses to con­
vey lessons and instructions to his people. Many illustrations 
of this might be cited— for instance, Joseph’s dream. Nehu- 
chadnezzar’s, Daniel’s, Paul’s, Peter’s. We have the best of in­
spired assurance that these were really messages from the Lord, 
and hence are justified in attaching importance to them, believ­
ing in their fulfillment, etc. It is well to remember, however, 
that many dreams are simply operations of nature; that by 
reason of indigestion, or some other abnormal condition, one 
department of the brain seems to be awake while other depart­
ments are benumbed with sleep. Such dreams are apt to be 
inconsistent and unreasonable, because the judgment and coun­
terpoise of reason from various standpoints and various ideas 
are lacking. Such dreams are inconsistent and meaningless. 
Another kind of dream or vision should be mentioned, namely, 
those which are quite evidently inspired by evil spirits and 
which not infrequently represent the Lord as speaking to
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the individual, directing, commanding, etc.; these are in line 
with trance-medium development of spiritualism. The author­
ship of dreams being so much in doubt, as well as the fact that 
with the death of the apostles plenary inspiration ceased and the 
inspired class canonized, should make us very dubious, very 
skeptical, in respect to dreams that might come to any of us. 
Hence every dream and the lesson which it would seem to incul­
cate should be considered quite subordinate to the written Word 
of God. If they speak not in harmony with this Word, it is 
because there is no light in them. Those who are misled by 
dreams ascribe to them authority of a special revelation, and 
in so doing are not wise, but are greatly in danger of being side­
tracked by our wily adversary.

Solomon was living in a time before the Scriptures were 
completed, at a time when it could not be said that the Scrip­
tures are able to make wise, sufficient that the man of God may 
be thoroughly furnished. (2 Tim. 3:17) Besides, the declara­
tion is that his dream or vision was from the Lord. Even then 
we see that the Lord was not operating contrary to the freedom 
of Solomon’s will, because had the young King’s mind been full 
of ambition for power, for victories over his enemies or for 
great riches, undoubtedly in the dream he would have responded 
by asking the things uppermost in his heart. His reply shows 
us that he was full of appreciation of the great work which God 
had committed to his care, that he recognized that his father’s 
success had been of the Lord and not of his own power, and that 
whatever others thought of his father’s real sentiments, Solo­
mon recognized his loyalty to God, to truth, to righteousness, to 
uprightness of heart. In acknowledging the Lord’s kindness in 
raising him to the throne he was acknowledging that God was 
the real King, that he merely sat upon “ the throne of the king­
dom of the Lord.”  This is further evidenced by the words, 
“ God, thou hast made thy servant King instead of David my 
father.”  What a strength it gave this young man to realize 
that he was in God’s hands; that it was not merely to his fath­
er’s foresight and wisdom that he came to the throne, nor by 
the superior prestige of his father’s influence over the army and 
the majority of the people, but of the Lord’s providences.

Similarly, this should give strength to all of the Lord’s con­
secrated people who realize that they have come into the pres­
ent grace and truth not by their own wisdom nor by the wisdom 
of others, but through the wisdom and grace of the Lord. The 
same thought should be entertained by all who serve the church 
of God as ministers, servants in any department, in any manner 
responsible to the Lord for their position in the household of 
faith, and their opportunities to serve as the Lord’s mouthpieces 
should be felt and confessed. But failure to confess it even 
implies a failure rightly to appreciate it.

The humility of the King is beautifully indicated by his 
declaration, “ I am but a little child and know not how to order 
my course in life, my outgoings and incomings,”  and yet he was 
in the midst of the Lord’s people, the center or head of the 
nation—though he felt himself incapable of the proper manage­
ment of these high and responsible duties. He did not say “my 
people,”  but “ thy people which thou hast chosen.” We feel 
like suggesting a lesson here to some of the elders of the Lord’s 
flock, who, after the manner of the Babylonians, are inclined to 
speak of the congregations to whom they minister, as “ my 
people,”  “my flock,”  “ my church.”  They probably do not real­
ize how inappropriate are such expressions; that if natural 
Israel was the Lord’s people, whom he had chosen, how much 
more the antitypical Israel should be thought of and spoken of 
as the Lord’s people, the Lord’s flock. The very fact that any 
one would speak of the congregation of the Lord’s people as his 
own indicates a dangerous condition of mind and a tendency to 
be heady, high-minded, injurious, detrimental to the interests 
of spiritual Zion. Those who have had such a tendency of mind 
should correct themselves with fasting and prayer, peradventure 
their wrongdoing may be forgiven of the Lord and they may be 
kept from stumbling into further self-assurance. And the 
Lord’s flock everywhere should be quick to resent any such 
human ownership or control. A failure to quickly discern and 
properly resent such self-assurance on the part of leaders is an 
indication that the flocks to whom they minister are not fully 
appreciating and enjoying the liberty with which Christ is 
pleased to make free all who are truly his sheep and who 
acknowledge him as their chief Shepherd.

In speaking of the numbers of Israel, Solomon used a form 
of expression common in his day for a large multitude— namely, 
a great people that cannot be numbered or counted for multi­
tude. It is estimated that the numbers at this time were about 
6,000,000, and probably without the conveniences at hand for 
taking an enumeration it was actually impossible to determine 
the number of people— the facilities for keeping track of births 
and deaths being much less convenient and much less accurate 
than at the present time.

With this preamble as showing his estimate of his own inca­
pacity and of the greatness of the work, and that the people 
were the Lord’s people, and that he himself was the Lord’s 
appointment to be the King, Solomon now comes to the expres­
sion of his choice, namely, “an understanding heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between the good and evil; for who is 
able to judge this thy great people?” Solomon recognized that 
the most necessary thing for the welfare of the nation was 
righteous judgment of the various questions pertaining to the 
nation’s welfare as well as those affecting individual matters. 
Doubtless he had come to realize, as his subsequent written pro­
verbs clearly indicate, that selfishness is a foe to justice, and 
that the very wisest and best of governments need to be care­
fully guarded lest the selfish interests of some should work 
injury to others—to many. The whole world realizes this 
today, and if we would ask civilized humanity in general what is 
the one great need of the world, the answer unquestionably 
would be, We need to have righteousness established between 
nations, between individuals, and we need wisdom to discern 
the right from the wrong, the false from the true, the pure from 
the evil. Many of the wisest people of the world, although real­
izing the needs of the present time, have reached the conclusion 
that it is useless to attempt to secure even-handed justice in all 
particulars, amongst all classes; and those who are best in­
formed respecting the teachings of the divine Word have been 
led to pray with greater earnestness than ever before, “Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
They realize that earthly beings are all more or less fallen, 
more or less selfish, and that a crying need of the world today 
is for a perfect government, backed up by full power to enact, 
and to execute as well, laws of righteousness which shall control 
the whole world, subduing evil, exalting good. The antitype of 
Solomon, the Prince of Peace, Messiah, is to accomplish this in 
the world in the Father’s good time, in the Millennial age.

The Lord was pleased with Solomon’s choice; he could not 
have chosen better. Some have suggested that he might have 
chosen spiritual things, and thus have made a still wiser, better 
choice; but such forget that the spiritual things were not open 
to be understood or to be chosen or to be acquired in Solomon’s 
day, nor until the great atonement for sin had been made— 
until the call went forth inviting believers who had fled from 
sin and who had laid hold on the hopes set before them in Christ 
to become self-sacrificers with him, joint-participators with 
him in the holy Spirit of adoption and ultimately to be joint- 
heirs with him in the kingdom. Solomon, therefore, chose as 
wisely as was possible for him to choose of the things that were 
known to him and attainable in his day.

It was just like our heavenly Father to give Solomon the 
riches and honors which he had not asked as a reward of his 
appreciation of wisdom. Indeed it is Solomon himself who 
expresses the thought that riches and honors are in the right 
hand of wisdom as her reward. It is thus implied that the Lord 
in giving to anyone wisdom, grants also the rewards which wis­
dom brings—namely, riches and honor. Some one then may 
inquire, How comes it that those who now seek the wisdom from 
above, the highest of all wisdom, first pure, then peaceable, easy 
to be entreated and full of mercy and good fruits—how is it that 
such very rarely get earthly riches and honors? We reply, that 
in Solomon’s time the Lord was dealing with natural fleshly 
Israel, and his promises were along natural fleshly lines, but 
that during this Gospel dispensation he is dealing with spiritual 
Israel and his promises and blessings are along spiritual lines. 
The wisdom that his people are to seek and to enjoy, the wisdom 
that cometh from above, is not the wisdom of this world, as 
the Apostle clearly points out that the riches and honors which 
are in the hands of this heavenly wisdom, which comes to the 
Lord’s consecrated church, are spiritual riches and spiritual 
honors which the world sees not and appreciates not in this 
present time—which, like the wisdom itself, can be appreciated 
only by those whose eyes of understanding have been opened 
and who can and do thus discern the riches of God’s grace 
toward his elect church, which “eye hath not seen nor ear heard, 
neither hath entered into the heart of [the] natural man, but 
which God hath revealed unto us by his spirit.”— 1 Cor. 2:9, 10.

The riches and honors which came to Solomon incidentally 
with his wisdom are world-renowned, and the blessing of long 
life which was made conditional was partly fulfilled. Solomon 
lived to be sixty, whereas, we believe, under this promise he 
would have lived until eighty had he been more obedient to the 
divine will, but with him as with many others, prosperity was 
much more difficult to stand than adversity.

When Solomon awoke and realized that these things had 
been a dream, a visitation of the Lord, he returned to Jerusalem, 
the capital city where the ark was located, and presented him­
self as a sacrificer, offering burnt offerings and peace offerings 
and making a feast for his servants, and realizing that the Lord
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