THE ASSASSINATION AND ITS PROBABLE RESULTS

It is difficult to account for the peculiar operation of the
brain of the anarchist who shot the noble President of this
nation.—William MecKinley. What could he, or the class he
in ~upposed to have i1epresented in the act, hope to gain by
such an aet?  What motive of any kind could inspire such a
deed? Tt is most charitable to view the assassin and his ac-
complices as mentally unbalanced to a greater degree than
are the majonity of the human family; so that to their view
the essential of peace and blessing is less law: whereas those
who are duected by the Word of the Lord know that the
werld peeds yet more stringent laws for the correction of
evildoeias Tow blessed the a~smiances of the Seriptures that
the erent reien of righteousness—law and grace—is near at
hand  That the Ailenmal kimgdom will not only effectually
ve-rraim suth nnbalanced ereatures, but by restitution pro-
cesses will Dt them up toward scundne~s and 1ighteousness.

A csphes Tetter b just been found and interpreted. Tt
znnounces that the anarchi<ts have plotted the assassination
ot T'resudent Roo-evelt, Senator  Hanna, the  governors
o all the Soates and the fmomcal prnce-—7T, 1L Rodketeller,
A0 1 ANMorean and €M Scehwab Tt seems difficult to suppose
that the anarehists hope to terrorize the people so that no one
would aecept oflice. Do they not know that there are several

millions of men anxious for a chance at these offices and
willing to brave every risk? Anarchists are comparatively few
in these days of prosperity: not in prosperous times,—not
until “trouble like a gloomy cloud” shall have gathered woild-
wide and shut out the light of hope, need we fear that the
insanity of anarchy will prevail to the extent piedicted in
the Scriptures—the overthrow of the entire social fabrie.

We see no special significance in the assassin’s deed a-
respects the peculiar times in which we are living—the “hary-
est”—except that it will probably lead to stringent repres=ive
laws against anarchists. Such we would approve, but opine
that a restriction of liberty in this approved direction might
soon lead to an abuse of power and a restraint of proper liber-
ties;—an attempt to restrain any and everything not favored
by general pubhie sentiment.  Tor instance Warcn Towkr
publications have thousands of e¢nemies who would not hesi-
tate to misrepresent its teachings as anarchistie, and in do-
ing so think they did God service .—after the example of Saul
of Tarsus. We are expecting some such violent mterruption
of the “harvest” work within a few wvears now: but will con-
clude then that “the door is shut.” Meantime let us cach and
all “labor while it 1s called day; for the night cometh where-
m 1o man can work.”

THE COSTLY PEARL

The pearl of greatest price I sought.
Alast 1 eought, but found it not
The hours of work and sleep were wasted,
The fruits ot pleasure pas-ed untasted,
And ~till with eager zeal T hasted,
Ta» chaimsy of fortune to entice
With some new gift or sacrifice.

Until, one sad, discouraged day,
A sprrit, meek and quiet, lay
Upon my brow a hand restraining,
1t smoothed away my hps complaining,
Upon my brow a hand restraiming;
And wilale T joyed in perfect rest,
I held the gem, of all the best.
R. B. Ilenninges.
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'FINISHING TOUCHES OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER

“Finally, Lrethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorabdle, whatsocver things are just, whatsocver things
are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any vwrtuc, if there be any prawse, think
on these things.”’—Phil. 4:8,

Mankind in general does too little thinking, and what it
doos do 1% more o1 less along improper hines, and built upon
false bases or premnses,  Nevertheless, all will agree as re-
speets Tuman welfare, there is a power in thought second to
1.0 other power ju the universe.  Few, perhaps, realize to what
extent this 1s true,—to what extent their own happiness and
well heing is dependent upon right thinking,—to what extent
whole communities and nations owe their happiness or misery
1o thenr 1ight or wiong thinking upon the important prob.
lems of hife. Words are a power in the world, but only in
propottion a8 they awaken thoughts and lead to actions;
words, thoughts, deeds, is the order. Truly did the wise man
say. "As a man thinketh in his heart <o is he.” (Prov. 23:7) If
he thinhs justly, he will speak and act justly; if his thoughts
are ~eli=h and 1moble, his words will be deceitful and his con-
duct dishopest

It 15 bocatise the power of thought is to a considerable ex-
tent recocmized that ot a8 appealed to on every hand. The
teacler appeals o at. the preacher appeals to it; the politi-
aan appeals toats the finaneler appeals toat, the sociologist
appenls to ot the thou-ands of pamphlets, books, newspapers
anmd oacaziees publi-hed in every land and in every tongue
sre alb apnoalime to thowght.  Thought, indeed, may be said to
Lo the et encane which as moving the whole world in its
every donartment. The difliculty is that few are of logical and
drscornine nund, the fall having affected every member of the
human farely has disordered our reasoning faculties: and
ulitare and demagogues and self-seekers very frequently
1t e dvantoce of the weak mental state of humanity to delude
with soprstys and thus fo hinder and obscure correct think-
ine and preasonine Avainst the great foree and weight of
cPhiness ot every member does humanity thus labor, as
will o< vver e~ Ahe wilew of Satan: and it is not surprising
that cenandi it s masled and deceived, because added to its in-
culins of false premises qt st struggle also against its own
mertia, ~lnesist ness and inaptitude,

Fthe Lord, also appeals to the power of the mind through
Tos Wardand wrees upon his peaple that they be “‘trans
formed 1y the renewing of their minds.” (Rom. 12-2) In-
deed, it mav be sad that the cultivation of the power of
thouglit bezan with God's people, and that so far as religious
matters are concerned 1t has in no particular degree gone from
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them. While heathen religions seek to restrain the intellect
and appeal chiefly to the passions, prejudices and fear, the
Lord to the contrary, calls to lus people, saying, “Come, let us
reason together.” (Isa. 1:18) We are willing to admit that
nominal Christendom has not heeded the Loid’s invitation to
any great extent—that very largely momimal Christians avoid
thought of rehigious subjects, and especially avoid 1easoming,
but we hold that to the extent they thus violate the divine ar-
rangement they have not their “sen-es exercised by reason of
use,” and are to be esteemed, at very best, only babes in Chiist,
—Heb. 5:13, 14.

We are willing to agree also that thinking may be a verv
dangerous matter in the absence of absolute knowledge upon
which to base and exercise our reasoming faculties; but the
Lord has protected his faithful along this line by providing us
in his Word with the proper basis for reasoning on all sub-
jects involving our duty to our Creator and to our fellow-crea-
tures. The Scriptures lay down certain broad lines, and invite
God’s people reason wrtthin these lines of revelation, and by
reasoning thus to taste and see that the Lord 1s gracions, and
come to a clearer knowledge of him, a better understanding of
his character and plan. Manv who are awakened to indepen-
dent thinking are careless of the limitations of the divine
revelation, and consequently the influence of the divine Word
upon them is a mental liberty and enlightenment which, lack-
ing the divine control, is very apt to go to the extreme of li-
cense, selfishness, self-conceit and infidelity. Wherever the
Bible has gone it has been the torch which has led civilization:
millions have profited by its enlightening influence. though only
comparatively few walk close to its licht and within its pre-
seribed limitations of reason and eonduect: and these few are
the true Christians—the “wheat” of this age, “the first-truits
unto God of his creatures,” which God is now harvesting.—
James 1:18.

THE CONTROI. OF THOUGHT

Some are inclined to helieve that sinee man’s brain differs
from each other man’s brain to some extent, therefore his
thinking must necessarilv be different: in a word, that a man
can only think in harmony with his brain construction. But we
reply, Not so; each may learn to weigh and balance his own
thoughts, to curb some and tc encourage others; but to do this
each must have before him an ideal of character, to be copied.
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Thoughts can be controlled just as words and actions can be
controlled: the will is at the helm, and must decide which
thoughts and sentiments it will entertain and encourage, and
which it will repel. It is necessary, therefore, first of all for
the will to be rightly directed, and, secondly, to be strong, and
to use its power in the control of thought;—in curbing those
thoughts which it recognizes as evil, and in stimulating those
which it recognizes as good, helpful, beneficial. The will, in
Scripture called the ‘heart,” is therefore continually appealed
to by the Lord, as he now seeks amongst men for his “pecu-
liar people.” The message is, “My son, give me thine heart”—
thy will. This request is not addressed to wilful sinners, for
they are not recognized or addressed as sons of God, but as
children of the evil one. Those whom God recognizes as his
song are such as have been brought into harmony with him
through forgiveness of sins, by repentance and faith in Christ
Jesus, the Redeemer. It is to such that the Lord makes known
that if they would “go on to perfection”—to the full attain-
ment of his gracious purposes respecting them, the only proper
course would be to give their hearts, their wills, to him in con-
secration.

The heart, the will, thus given over to God, seeks to know
the divine will, to catch the divine thought and to obey it in
word and in act; and in proportion as this conditon of the
new mind is attained, in that same proportion will there begin
to be a newness of life in every respect; in ambitions, hopes,
sentiments, and efforts. It is for this reason that the revela-
tion of the divine will and plan is furnished to believers—that
by growing in the knowledge of it, by thinking on these things,
by filling the mind with the divine plan and will the transform-
ing influence may extend into every avenue of life.

OUR TEXT ADDRESSES THE SAINTS

A common mistake amongst people would be to address the
words of our text on the subject of right thinking to sinners,
to evil-doers and evil thinkers; but this is a mistake. The en-
tire Epistle to the Philippians is addressed to “All the saints
in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi” (1:1); and the exhor-
tation is applicable to all the saints everywhere, but not to
others than saints—not to the worldly, not even to the house-
hold of faith, until they have made a full consecration of them-
selves to the Lord. It would be useless to address others along
this line; the exhortation would be of no effect. Hence, the
exhortation of this lesson is not specially applicable to any
but the most advanced Christians—not even to the “babes in
Christ,” but only to those who are somewhat matured in the
new life. As for the babes who are not developed new creat-
ures, they will have their attention very thoroughly occupied
with the cruder elementary lessons, respecting the coarser sins
which the new ecreature must abhor and battle against. This
text addresses those who have made considerable progress along
these lines of putting away “the filthiness of the flesh and of
the spirit”—those who are seeking to perfect holiness in their
hearts, and so far as possible also in their earthly bodies.—
2 Cor. 7:1.

The context proves our assertion, for after speaking_of
prayer and thanksgiving to God and the peace of God which
passeth all understanding, keeping their hearts and minds, the
Apostle sums up this advanced position of grace with the words
of our text as the finality or finish of the argument, and of the
process of character-development: “Finally, brethren.”

‘“WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE TRUE"

This is the first question to be asked respecting any mat-
ter: Is it true or is it false? If it is false the Lord’s people
are to have nothing whatever to do with it,—no matter how
beautiful. Love for the truth lies at the very foundation of
saintship, and we remember that the Lord declares through
the Apostle that those who will be rejected and stumbled in
this harvest time are such as ‘“receive not the truth in the
love of it” (2 Thes. 2:10)—such as have pleasure in unright-
eousness (untruth). With our poor and at very best imperfect
brains there is great danger of our being misled, and hence
the Word of the Lord appeals to us with force that we should
not even touch that which we realize is untrue. This does not
mean that we may not weigh and balance evidences to discern
the truth from the untruth; but it does mean that as soon as
the truth is discovered it will be embraced and acknowledged,
and the untruth as vigorously disavowed and completely with-
drawn from. To tamper with error after we see it to be error,
to “see how it would reason out, anyway,” when we know the
matter is on a wrong basis, is to lay a trap for our spiritual
feet, one which frequently stumbles on the way to Zion.

If we are following God's admonition through the Apostle,
in this text, it will mean an avoidance of fiction, of novels, of
unrealities. This, on the other hand, will mean an increased
reverence for whatsoever things are true, and increased devo-
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tion to them, an increase of time for their study, and an in-
crease of the spirit of truth in our hearts as a result.
““WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE HONEST'’

The truth of the thing is only one of the tests to which
it must be put. We may find a matter to be true ana yet not
find 1t to be worthy of our thought, dishonorable. Who does
not know that there are dishonorable and dishonoring thoughts,
the pondering of which not only wastes valuable time, but in-
stead of bringing a reward, a blessing for the time spent upon
them, entails a loss, a disadvantage in that it leaves a dis-
honorable stain in our minds, unworthy of us as new creatures
in Christ Jesus?

The true but dishonorable or unworthy things presenting
themselves for our consideration at the bar of our minds are
perhaps oftenest in connection—with others—the weaknesses,
the errors, the follies, or what not of our neighbors, of our
friends. The entertaining of these thoughts, the pondering of
them, will be unfavorable to us, and the sooner we discern the
matter and dismiss them the better, the happier, the more no-
ble will be our own hearts. The dismission of these unworthy
thoughts will leave us the opportunity and the energy, if we
will, to expend that much more time upon whatsoever things
are not only true but also honorable, worthy of our attention
as new creatures in Christ Jesus.

‘“‘“WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE JUST'’

Here we have another limitation. Our minds are to be
occupied in thinking about righteousness or just things, prin-
ciples, etc.; we are not to be continually meditating upon
grievances and injustices, either real or imagined. We are to
remember, on the contrary, that we are living in the period
which the Scriptures denominate “the present evil world,” and
that it could not be this if justice prevailed generally. We
are to remember that hereunto we were called,—even to en-
dure injustice, for righteousness’ sake;—to do good, to lay
down our lives in the service of the Lord and his Word, and yet
to be evil-spoken of and to be misunderstood and to have all
manner of evil said against us falsely for Christ’s sake. We
are, therefore, not to think strange of the fiery trials that shall
surely come upon all who are of the royal priesthood; but
rather, having settled this matter in advance, when we made
our consecration, we are to take it as it comes, as a matter of
course, not grieving over nor specially thinking about the
trials, the injustices, ete. And thus doing we will have the
more time to give to thinking of the more helpful, the more
strengthening, the more elevating things—the things that are
just, the things that are in harmony with righteousness, re-
specting the past, the present and the future, as promised in
the Lord’s Word.

“WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE PURE’’

There is a vast amount of impurity everywhere through-
out the world, It, therefore, behooves the Lord’s consecrated
people to follow the Apostle’s injunction, and to carefully
strain out the impurities, and see that they do not enter into
our hearts, our thoughts, realizing that with them in the result
will be to work our defilement, to a greater or less degree.
Whoever maintains purity of thought will have comparatively
little effort in maintaining purity of word and of action.
Whether the impurity come from one direction or another—
from the world or the flesh or the devil—its attack must first
of all be upon the mind; and if repelled there the victory is
won: if not repelled we cannot know what the consequences
would be, as the Apostle James declares: “Lust [selfish de-
sire of any kind], when it has conceived [in the mind] bringeth
forth sin [develops sinful words or deeds], and sin when it is
finished bringeth forth death.”—Jas. 1:15,

No wonder, then, that the Apostle mentions the necessity
for our thoughts being guarded along the line of purity, and
that if a matter were ever so well established as a truth, and
if it involved no injustice, and even were not dishonorable, yet
were impure, this would be quite sufficient to condemn it as un-
worthy of the mind of the Lord’s consecrated people. Nor is it
to be overlooked that any smut or impurity entering into the
mind may cause such a defilement as will give trouble in its
complete eradication, not only at the time, but for years after-
ward.

‘““WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE LOVELY'’

The saints are exhorted to be meek and peace-makers, but
in order to be thus they must have amiable thougjcs, lovely
and lovable thoughts, kind thoughts, gentle thoughts. These
in turn will gradually develop into graces of character. We
are not to think upon subjects gendering anger, hatred, strife,
vexatious thoughts, quarrelsome thoughts, vindictive and
contentious thoughts. These all are to be shunned as enemies
to the new creature, and instead we are to think of the beau-
tiful things. the amiable things, we may kuow iespecting our
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neirhbors, our friends; even though we be not able to fully
Jose vur eves against their injustices or evil deeds, we may
at least 1efuse to waste valuable time in thinking about their
weaknesses and thus cultivating unamiable, quarrelsome dis-
po=1tions n ourselves,

‘*“WHATSOEVER THINGS ARE OF GOOD REPORT”’

It may be argued by come that since the world hateth the
lieht and the ehildren of the light, and rejoiceth 1n iniquity and
in uetting the advantage over others, therefore those things
which would be reputable with it would not be the holy things
~mitable to the thouzhts of God’s people  But not so. we an-
~swer  the world does recogmize to a considerable extent a
richt <tandard, even though it does not follow that standard,
nor even pietend to do so—even thongh it hates those who at
~ees ure endeavorimg to walk up to that <tandard: even
thouuh 1t calls the children of light hypoerites. and crucifies
them as i the case of our Lord. Tt 15 policy and false religion
that cenerally excite religious persecution.  Nevertheless, if
anvone will follow the standard that is 1eputable. and think
apon tho-e¢ things he will find therein a blessing.

FOR THE VICTORS ARE THE REWARDS

Some may feel that if thev thus sifted and tested and re-
jeeted all the untrue. the unworthy, the unjust, the impure
and the unamiable thoughts presenting themselves, that they
would have no topic left whereon to engage their minds, and
tlis we believe would bhe true with a great many—their minds
for a time would he quite vacant of thouehts, if all the evil
and mmproper ones were rejected. banished: but by the time
they wonld be in this attitude they would have such a “hun-
ser and thirst after righteousness.” truth, thines lovely, things
pure. things noble, that they would he in the right condition to
receive the very spiritual food which the Lord has provided for
them,  There is one thing, and one thing only, which fully com-
tines all of the above propositions, and demonstrates itself
to he the one thing true, honorable, just, pure. lovely,—and
that i~. the divine character and plan. ILet us think upon 1ts
various features. Let us study the divine Word and behold
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through it, as a telescope, the beauty of the divine character,
the splendor of the divine plan, as revealed in God’s Word and
plan . . . . whose length and breadth and heighth and depth
no man can measure, and only the saints can comprehend by
the holy Spirit, and that in proportion as they receive of the
holy spirit, the holy mind, the holy thoughts, replacing and dis-
placing the unholy thoughts and sentiments of the natural
man. (Eph. 3:18) What a splendid premium the Lord thus
places upon the study of his Word in the esteem of all who are
of the class addressed by the Apostle in our text!

Such a ruling of the mind is a conquest; such a self-mas-
tery is a victory: the greatest victory that can be gained. As
the Scriptures declare, “He that ruleth his spirit [mind] is
better than he that taketh a city.” (Prov. 16:32) And the
prescription given by the Apostle in our text, for the mental
health of the saints, is the very soul-discipline necessarv to our
development 1n character, to the degree pleasing to God and
acceptable, through Christ Jesus our Lord. These are the vie-
tors to whom will be granted a share in the kingdom Ah,
then, as the Apostle exhorts. “Let us lay asule every weight,
and the sin that doth so easily heset us, and let us run with
patience the race set hefore us, looking unto Jesus, the author
of our faith” until he shall have bhecome the finisher of it
(Heb. 12:1.2) ; remembering that he who is on our part, and
who has engaged to help us and to carry us through every
difficulty, and to fully instruct us if we submit ourselves to
him. and thus to "make us meet for the inheritance of the
saints in light,” is Jesus,—who loved us and bought us with
his own precious blood.

Well do the Seriptures generally enforee the importance
of guarding the mind. the will, the heart, saying. “Keep thy
heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.”
Keeping it. to the saints now called and in the race, means
life more abundant. with glory, honor and immortality. Neg-
lecting it. refusing to exercise self-control, means the permis-
sion of =elfish desires to be conceived in our brains. and to
lead away from the Tord and his ‘narrow wav” on toward sin,
on toward the wages of sin—death—second death.

A DISADVANTAGEOUS POSTAL RULING

The Postoffice authorities inform us that we may expect
{1 common with manv other publishers) to he deprived of the
privilege of mailing thick pamphlets [MILLENNIAL DAwWN] at
the special <econd-class 1ates of postage heretofore enjoyed.
We deny the right of the Postmaster General to make such a
I —tor law-making it practieally i< since the present law
Tos heen otherwase interpreted for the past thirty years. by
A1 previous Postmasters General: and several of them desired
and petinoned Congress (the law-making branch of the Gov-
anmenti to change the law. which Congiess refu<ed to do.
Thi~ 1= 1 no sense a blow at onr publieations, however. and

if others submit we will probably make no legal protest.
One effeet will be to curtail the circulation of paper-bound
Dawxss because 1t will require us to pay 7 cents evtia postaqgs
cach; and we must collect this from our customers. We can
still however reach some of you at low rates by express where
the orders are for twenty books or more. east of Pittsburg and
south as far as Virginia at the old rate, one cent per book:
west of Pittsburg (20 or more) as far as Tlhnoic and Ken-
tucky at two cents per book These prices apply only to paper-
bhound and leatherette-bound books. The cloth-bound hooks are
unchanged in rate—average postage 10 cents each prepaid.

ANARCHY OPPOSED TO

T1 1~ duficnlt to get a clear statement of the prineiplea of
the aminehists, as thevy are at war with all received prineiples
ot buaman sovernment and conduel, as well a~ antagonistie to
ol rolicions that aceept revelation or the future accountability
or lerman bone~ Some heht 19 thiown on the fundamental
dovtrmes of the anarehists for which many of them are will-
e to v up biberty and Tife by o contributor to the London
who has made a ~tudv of the <ocial ereed of the an-
coists, and thoretore wittes with a fuller understanding than
to o=ty political doetors who have preseribed so many reme-
4ot the dieful disease Ve here reprint his cummary of
"ot h=t belref .

Pires’

Plicy hold that there 1 no moral Taw, natural or revealed.
o thoretore, that every andividual s entitled to be a law
ter s Granting the premise. the couchision seems ir-
~titde No omajotty of ceitizens, however large, can create
woral 12l It ean pas~ municipal laws, and, subject to
g tiatations those lTaws mav bind in conscience men
wo St that all cnal power is of divine ordinance. But lo-
tompeorary matorsties have often made or approved
drerent cantradietion with the most elementary eon-
et~ o0 nieht winle the sacredness sometimes asenihed to
o v T asahar Taw s dedueed from the moral judgments
o somper o ubygue, depends on the view that it ema-
*ove ey ine uninversal conselence and that the voice of con-
~ e - =itper human.,

i anaretast porects this view.,  He denies any supernat-
ural worvornmeent of the world, and, therefore, he denies, very

ot

o
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ALL CHRISTIAN FAITH

consistentlv, the moral right of anv power whatever to fetter
his mdividual judgment or s individual will — All attempts
to curh him in the free indulgence of his individual lusts and
passions are in his eyes oppression. The fundamental laws on
which society rests are to him tvrannieal abuses by which the
majority seek to limit the boundless licen<e which is the bhirth-
1ight of every man born into this world., Tt is idle to tell him
that those laws are supported by vast majorities. He answers
that majorities, however vast, are mere synonyms for superior
foree, that he personally disapproves of the state of society
which these laws have created and which they maintain; and
that he has an innate right to assail that state bv any means
he chooses. His practical conclusion is appalling, but it
ceems to me to follow quite reasonably from his premises: and,
as those premises are consciously or half-consciously held by
thousands in all ranks of society, I fear that we are likely to
hear more of him in the future’

“Tt is clear from this that the fundamental faith of the an-
archists is atheism. not only as to the supreme supernatural
governing power and future accountability, but as well as to
conduct in the affairs of this life, denying the moral right of
any power whatever to fetter or direct his individual judg-
ment.  All atheists may not be anarchists. but all anarchists
are necessarily atheists. They cut adrift from the regulation
or direction of their lives by divine or human power. This
makes them anarchists. Their growth in Europe, foolish and
crazy as it may be held, is not so surprising, considering the
centuries of oppression and wrong operating on minds re-
strained by no moral or religious sentiment; but that their
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creed should have followers in this country shows not only the
loss of all sense of moral accountability, but the density of
ignorance and passion. The principles of the Christian relig-
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ion or of any other of the world’s great religions constitute a
complete refutation of the creed of the anarchists. They are
therefore the enemies of the human race.”

JOSEPH THE MERCIFUL

GEN. 45:1-15.—O0cT. 27.

“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.”—Rom. 12:21.

Divine providence in the affairs of men is the essence of
this lesson. Joseph was now thirty-nine years of age, having
been next to Pharoah in the throne of Egypt for nine years.
The seven years of plenty were in the past; the granaries of
Egypt were full with enough and to spare, and two years of
the predicted famine were already past. It would seem that
Joseph had made no attempt to communicate with his father
and brethren; first, probably because the methods of commu-
nication at that time were limited, but more particularly, we
opine, because he had for some years been realizing that divine
providence was shaping his affairs. He remembered his early
dreams, and could see that they were now in a fair way of ful-
fillment. He would leave to divine supervision this matter,
which was evidently beyond his control anyway. He no doubt
thought of the famine, and how it would affect Palestine, and
thus the interests of his father and brethren, their households,
flocks and herds. He no doubt expected that as other people
from the vicinity were coming to Egypt to buy grain, so quite
probably eventually the Hebrews would come also; and they
were foreed to come by the close of the second year of the
famine.

We may surmise that some law prohibited the sale of
grain to foreigners, except by the chief ruler’s permission, and
that thus Joseph's brethren were obliged to come before him to
explain. This thought is sustained by the fact that Joseph,
wishing to try his brethren, first cast them into prison as
spies—as though they were emissaries of a foreign power;
which perceived the wealth of Egypt in food, and was medi-
tating an attack upon the country. This gave Joseph the op-
portunity of inquiring minutely respecting the home conditions
of his brethren. concerning his father and Benjamin, his younger
brother, who was not with the brethren. Finally he gave them
the opportumty of proving the truth of their statements, hold-
ing Simeon as a ransom until they would come again and
bring Benjamin with them, knowing full well that they would
be obliged to do this, because the famine would continue.
These experiences proved a valuable lesson to the ten brethren,
respecting the difficulties in which they were and called to mind
therr past wiong conduct in respect to Joseph, for they ac-
cepted therr present difficulties as retribution. “They said one
to unother, We are verilv guilty concerning our brother, in that
we saw the anguish of lis soul when he besought us, and we
would not hear, therefore is this distress come upon us. And
Reuben answered them, saving, Spake I not unto you, saying,
Do not sin agamnst the child ;—and ye would not hear? There-
fore behold also his blood is required. And they knew not
that Joseph understood them; for he spake unto them by an
mterpreter.”

Joseph was not hard-hearted, but wise in his treatment of
his brethren  Most evidently not a solitary act was inspired by
vindictiveness,  He was evidently taking God’s view of mat-
ters, viz., that it is proper that a certain amount of retribu-
tion shall come upon evil-doers, so as to impress upon them
the more thoroughly the sinfulness of sin. Thus parents and
guardians of children should not permit their kindness and
sympathy to hinder a reasonable, moderate punishment of
wiong-doing. Nevertheless, pity and love should be back of all,
as it was in Joseph’s case; merely planning for the better
opportunity and the larger amount of blessing in due time.

When their grain was exhausted, and want was staring
them in the face, Jacob finally consented to let Benjamin go
with his brethren for the second purchase of grain; not, how-
ever, until Judah had become pledge for Benjamin, that he
would not return to his home or family unless Benjamin also
returned. The coming of the brethren to Joseph’s house a
second time, with the proof of the genuineness of their original
story, was sufficient ground for their entertainment most gra-
ciously, and for the liberation of Simeon;—the whole company,
to their surprise, being invited to dine with the governor,
Joseph. They were surprised, too, that by some preconcerted
arrangement they were seated at the table in the order of
their ages; and further astonished that their younger brother,
Benjamin, received five portions, as an evidence of special re-
gard of the governor. They were rejoiced, undoubtedly, at the
good fortune that had overtaken them, and making ready
started on their homeward journey, doubtless thinking to
themselves—We thought that our hardships of the previous
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time were probably in the nature of retributions, and that
God’s hand was in it, but after all, it seems that it was
merely a natural thing that we should be taken for spies. Now,
behold, we are prospered.

But they had not gone far until they were overtaken by
the governor’s agents, who represented that a theft had been
committed, that the governor’s valuable silver mug, called by
the Egyptians, ‘cup of divination,” was missing. They pro-
tested their innocence, that they were not that kind of men,
and suggested that they be searched thoroughly. Examination
was made of the grain sacks of one after another, until finally
the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack, and the whole com-
pany, previously elated, now returned prisoners to the gover-
nor of Egypt, whose hospitalities they had so recently enjoyed,
and apparently had so poorly requitted. Perhaps they began to
think about the Joseph matter again, and to say to themselves,
The evil that we thought was past is still pursuing us. It was
a good lesson undoubtedly, helping to impress upon their
minds, not only the value of honesty, but also the thought
that although the wheels of justice grind sometimes slowly,
they grind surely and very fine.

Benjamin, with the rest, denied that he had stolen the cup,
and whether the brothers believed him or not, they would not
lay special blame upon him, but generously shared it as a
whole company. Judah, speaking for them, said, *What shall
we say unto my lord? What shall we speak, or how =hall we
clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquities of thy ser-
vants. Behold, we are my lord’s servants, both we and he also
with whom the cup was found.” They did not explman to
Joseph the nature of their iniquity, though this evidently was
in their minds. Joseph, however, wishing to see to what ex-
tent they had still the same evil, jealous disposition which they
manifested toward him, proposed to let the others go free and
merely to hold Benjamin, as the slave. The ruse was successful,
and developed the fact that the brethren had learned lessons
and formed characters in the interim which made them now
more sympathetic one for another, and for their father. Their
wrong course in Joseph’s case had not been persisted in, but
had been repented of. Judah explained the whole situation to
Joseph through the interpreter, and so vividly did he picture
Jacob’s love for Benjamin, and his sorrow at the supposed
death of Joseph, and the interest of the whole family in their
father, that Joseph could no longer refrain—could no longer
restrain his emotions. He felt that the time had now come to
reveal himself to his brethren, and in order that they might
feel the less embarrassed under the circumstances he ordered
all the Egyptians from the room. and then explained briefly
and sympathetically that he himself was their brother Joseph.

What wonder that the brethren were troubled, as they
thought probably of how they would be disposed to retaliate
were they in his place of power. But Joseph soon convinced
them that he had none but kindly feelings for them, that he
was merciful, forgiving. The spirit which he exhibited under
these circumstances is worthy of emulation, not merelv by nat-
ural men, but also by the ‘“new creatures in Christ Jesus.” How
often do we find that the Lord’s people are narrow in such mat-
ters, instead of being broad and generous, loving and forgiv-
ing. Joseph now speaking to his brethren in the Hebrew
tongue, repeated to them the words, “I am Joseph.” and added,
“whom ye sold into Egypt,” that thus they might recognize
him, not only by his speech, but by his knowledge of the facts,
that it was really their brother who was before them. But
this expression was so gracious, and anger and malice were so
absent from his every word and act, that they were inspired
with confidence, and at his request drew near to him

Many Christians would have spoiled the whole effect of
this great lesson upon their brethren had thev been in Joseph's
place, by poor judgment, by reading the brethren a lecture;—
by telling them what they alrcady knew about the wrong of
their conduct, about how now they were 1in his power. and
how he could evil entreat them, but would not Joseph was
too wise and too merciful to take such a course. He took the
contrarv one, saying, ‘Be not grieved nor angry with your-
selves that ve sold me hither.” It seems wonderful indeed
that a natural man could and would have so much of the
spirit of God as is here manifested, and yet we know that
Joseph was only a natural man—the holy Spirit not having
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been poured out upon any of our race until Pentecost. It
gives also a suggestion respecting the breadth of character of
the ancients, quite in contradiction of the theory of evolution,
which would claim that at that early period, man being but
shightly above the monkey, would have coarse and brutish sen-
tinients.

Joseph preached a great sermon to his brethren in few
words when he said, “God did send me before you to preserve
lite"—he thus overruled your wrong course, and has b.rpught
out of 1t a blessing. He gave his brethren credit for ability to
understand such things. That the Lord overruled their course
for good, did not prove that their course was a good or proper
cawise, 1t meiely proved the divine power and the divine wis-
dom and divime piovidence, that was over Joseph and over all
the house of Jacob, causing all things, even the evil thing, to
wotk out for good, according to the divine plan. How great
and how lasting a lesson came to Joseph’s brethren through
then experiences, and through this his short sermon we cal’l-
not tell; but there is a great lesson here for all of God’s
people today along the line of merey toward those who del1b-
erately s against us; and also along the line of noting, dis-
cernmg and referring to divine providence in connection with
our aflans. We aie not only to note divine providences, but
we are to give credit for them, as it is written, “In all thy
ways achnowledge him ”—I1ov. 3:6.

Joseph could have permitted his expericnces to have devel-
oped a great deal of peisonal piide. He might have reasoned
to himsclf, as some would have reasoned, that he was merely
lucky. or that he was naturally bright, attractive, smart, and
that this was the secret of his success; that this was the rea-
son his father loved him specially; that this was the reason,
when sold for a slave, he was bought by a good master in af-
fluent circumstances; that this personal brilliancy was the
causc of his rise in Potiphar’'s house to eminence; that the
same effected his rise to a position of authority in the prison;
that hus keenness of intellect had enabled him to interpret the
dicams; and that in general he stood head and shoulders
above cthier men; and that others realized this, and hence
he had come by his exaltation in a natural way. DBut had he
thus been heady and high-minded, and self-conceited, we may
be ~ure that it would have led to a fall—that God would not
have continued to bless, prosper and advance him. We may
Le sute, tog, that had he thus developed a spirit of pride and
self-conceit, his conduct with his brethren would have been very
different from what it was. He would have been crowing
over them, and mistreating them in order to convince them of
s power, and thus would have shown himself to be a very
wuch smaller man than his proper course shows him to have
been, e was a great man, and his greatness was manifested,
not metely in his financial management of the kingdom of
Lavpt, but especially manifested in his reliance upon God, his
realization that the divine promise and blessing, through his
careat-grandfather Abraham, his grandfather, Isaac, and his
father, Jacob, was resting upon him in some manner, and that
beeause of this divine favor things were working as they were.

The spiritual seed of Abraham may draw valuable lessons
from this narrative. If it was appropriate that Joseph should
achnowledge the Lord as the giver of all his blessings, which
were all of an earthlv and temporal kind, how much more
should the spiritual seed of Abraham acknowledge the spirit-
ual bles~ings reccived at the Father’s hand,—and recognize in
every merev and favor opportunities of service; that it is the
hand of providence. Surely these should always be on the
alert, to realize and to confess,—“It is the Lord’s doing, and
it 1s marvelous in our eyes” But on the contrary, we are
~o11v at times to find some of God’s spiritual children inclined
to be puffed up, and to speak of God’s favor, the knowledge of
the tiuth which thev have received of the Lord, as though it
were something of their own achievement; —as though some
honor were due them, as the inventors of the divine plan.

Again, the spiritual Israelite should be even more merei-
ful than Joseph. If he could see that the persecutions he re-
ccives, from his brethren and others, are merely incidents of
divine providence—which the Lord is using to prepare him for
coming blessings and exaltation, should not the spiritual Is-
rachte take his disappointments as God’s appomntments? And
should he not with a clearer eve of faith, be the better able to
see that many of his spiritual advancements have come as a
1esult of persecutions from the world and from false brethren?
And <hould he not, like Joseph, look with great complacency
upon all these various agencies which God has been pleased to
vse in spiritually uplifting him, to perfect him as a ‘new
ereature.” an heir of God, a joint-heir with Jesus Christ, his
Lord“ Te surelv should. And the onlv things which can hin-
der us from seeinz that our advancement is of the Lord, and
not of ourselves, will be a lack of humility, and a lack of trust
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in divine providence; and the only things which could hinder
us from feeling patient forbearance and kindly sympathy and
love for those who have despitefully used and persecuted us,
would be a lack of the spirit of the Lord, the spirit of mercy,
and a failure to see properly that whatever agencies God may
use in our spiritual upbuilding are to be appreciated and sym-
pathized with;—whether they be brethren or of the world—
Egyptians.

Then Joseph explained the providence of God, the years of
plenty and the years of famine, and how God had been super-
vising the entire matter, and that this was his means of pre-
serving Abraham’s posterity, concluding, “So now, it was not
you that sent me hither, but God.” We are not to give credit
to the evil agencies through which we have received blessings,
otherwise we might soon be disposed to call evil good, but we
are to give full credit to God, because that which was intended
to be evil, and which was evil of itself, divine wisdom, o far
above the earthly plane, was able to overrule for our good. It
is as we learn the lesson of Gods inherent goodness—as we
learn to respect his wisdom, love and power that our faith
grows stronger and stronger, until we are able to trust the
Lord, not only in things which we can see are working out for
our good, but able to trust him also in respect to things which
seem entirely dark and out of which apparently no good can
come; thus we trust him where we cannot trace him. And
this is faith; and faith is a ¢ift of God in that it is culti-
vated to acceptable development by the Lord’s gracious prom-

‘ises, rightly received, appreciated and acted upon.

While Joseph had patiently waited for the Lord’s time to
come, and for twenty years had not seen his father’s face,
having now witnessed the fulfillment of his first dream, the
bowing of his brother’s sheaves tc his sheaf, he realized that
the Lord’s time had about come for him again to see his fath-
er, when the second dream would be fulfilled. And whereas he
was all patience before, now he was all energy and haste, be-
cause the time was come, and sg¢ he said to Ius brethren,
“Haste ye, and go up tc my father, and sav unto him, Thus
saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt.
Come down unto me; tarry not.” He impressed upon his
brethren the glories of his position, not by way of boast or
pride, but by way of assuring them of his authority and power
to care for them, and so that they might fully assure their
father Jacob that his caution might not hinder him from tak-
ing advantage of the goodly land of Goshen, now put at their
disposal. His brethren and father were not invited to come
and share in his throne and regal power, but were invited to
come and partake of all the blessings flowing therefrom. Just
so during the Millennial age, after the Christ, Head and body,
represented in Joseph shall be in the throne of glory and of
power—in the heavenly Father’s throne—when the kingdom
of God shall be established in the earth, all who feel a famine,
a hunger, for the true bread of heaven, for eternal life, will
be invited to come and receive abundantly of it. None, however,
of the earthly class will be invited to share in the kingdom
honors, for the kingdom class will be complete. But they will
be invited to come and receive the blessings of the kingdom,
mental, moral and physical, health and strength, under the
favor of the King of kings, and Lord of lords.

The parting of Joseph and his brethren was an affecting
one; they now understood the meaning of their previous ex-
periences, including the cup found in Benjamin’s sack; they
saw that these matters all were leading up to the present man-
ifestation to them of the love and sympathy of Joseph, and
now, as expressing his special love for Benjamin he kissed him
first, weeping tears of joy and recognition, and then did to
all the others similarly, and sent them on their way. There
is power in affection, in love; but it is necessary that the lov-
ing affection be manifested, ere that power can be felt. A
difficulty with many parents, husbands, wives, children, is that
they do not manifest all the affection which they feel. Pride
or fear or some other thing hinders, restrains them, from
being as frank with each other as they should be. Joseph’s
example here is worthy of emulation. He was the wronged
one; he was the one in power; he was the one who should
have the dignity, and he, therefore, was the one who could best
afford to humble himself, and to kiss and make an ado over
his brethren. V’e may be sure that they appreciated it; that
such a manifestation of affection on the part of the highly
exalted brother touched a tender spot in their hearts, and
doubtless worked good for them to the remainder of their
lives. And so ve may find it with our friends and relatives,
that a manifestation of our love and kind feeling toward them
will not only be reciprocated, but will do them good; and
that our affection restrained of expression will leave an icy
coldness, which nothing else will remove, and that such cold-
ness will affect not onlv them but ourselves also unfavorably
—sapping all of life’s joy-springs,
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Let us remember, in this connection, the words of our text,
“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” Joseph
exemplified this advice. He not only did not permit the evil
course of his brethren to overcome him, and make him evil
and bitter, but he overcame their evil tendencies, characters
and dispositions by his love, his mercy, his kindness, his gen-
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erosity,—atfecting them favorably, no doubt, for the remainder
of their days. Such a course 1s much more ncumbent upon
us than upon Joseph. He did 1t spontaneously; we have had
the example and precepts of our Loird and his apostles, and,
as well, the begetting of the spirit of holiness. *What manner
of persons ought we to be in all holy living and God-likeness?”

“SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS”

To what absurdity. yea blasphemy, men will sometimes go
in their endeavor to say something “new” that will bring them
into prominence before the public. The following utterance of
a Brooklyn preacher deserves first place in thir unsavory list.
The pity s that his congregation and the public press put
themselves on his low plane as 1espects spiritual things. What
could be thought of Dr. Hillis' elaim to Lelieve in the vicarious
atonement of Christ for tl'e sins of the world, after we know
his general view of the subject of atonement and entering the
holy of holies as expressed 1n the following clipping. The gen-
tleman’s erudition 18 so highly esteemed among men that he is
decreed a “doctor of divinity:” but it has utterly unfitted
him to be a minister of the Gospel of Christ—a declarer of the
only name given under heaven and among men whereby we
must be saved, and of the only vicarious sin offering, of the
only and great Iligh Priest, who has entered the holy of
holies by virtue of his own sacrifice finished at Calvary and
which alone has merit before God for the forgiveness of sins
SLAIN FOR THE XNAIIOX’S SINS
Sept. 19.—The Rv. Newell Dwight Hillis

New Yok,

spoke this morning at the memorial services in Plymouth
church, Biooklyn. He said in part:

**“Among the heroes and martyrs who have died vicariously
let us make a large place for our slain leader. In the highest
~ense, the president has now entered into the holy of holies,
bearing the sins of his people with him. Reverently we con-
fess that he was wounded for our transgressions and he was
bruised for our iniquities.

“With sorrow and shame, we hear and now confess that
for our transgressions he was stricken. But we remember that
the angel of martyrdom and the angel of immortality are twin
brothers. Perhaps the death of our president has shocked the
people into the conscicusness of their sins. Perhaps lis blood
will cleanse away the people’s transgressions. If tolay, as-
sembled in church and hall, the people register a vow that they
will strengthen the home, the school, the press and the church,
through wise legislation and noble precept, expel anarchy, law-
lessness, injustice, class hatred from the land, our martyred
president will not have died in vain. Then, verily, he will
have slain more in his death than in his life.”

THE. CLOSE OF A NOBLE LIFE
GEN. 50:15-26.—Nov. 3.
“So teach us to number our days that we may apply our hcarts unto wisdom.”—Psa. 90:3.

Jacoh was a hundied and thirty years okl when his sons
returned with news of Joseph's greatness in the land of Egypt.
118 joyv at hearing that his son was still alive, and now great,
was oifset by the natural weakness of his advanced years.
Hence he could scarcely trust himself to believe the report,
even with the explanation given by his sons, of how they had
sold Joseph nto slavery, and had besmeared his coat with blood
for their tather’s deception, twenty-two years bhefore. However,
the story of his sons was well attested by the royval present
which Joscph had sent to him, and by the kKgyptian wagons
sent to bear him and the family as comfortably as possible in
the journey. These wagons weire doultless the carriages of
that day, workmanship in that line not having advanced to
present protiesency.  Jaeob was persuaded, and started on the
journey, duiing which he offered sacrifices to the Lord, possi-
bly questioning m his own nund the wisdom of thus leaving
the land of promise, and whether or not 1t might be interpreted
of the Lord as an abandonment of his faith, or a relinquish-
ment of the blessing which from earliest childhood had cen-
tered and directed his course of life.

The Lord answered his query, and his sacrifices (probably
by a dream) assuring him that he was tuking the proper course
In gomng mto Egypt, and that ultimately his posterity should
come again into “the land of promise.” The spiritual Israelite
should thus have in view at all times that which by his cove-
nant has become the center of his life, the center of his in-
terest, of his hopes and of his aims—the Abr:hamie covenant
and his share therein. He too, must be on the look-out lest
there shall be deceptions of the Adversary combined with
eaithly prosperity and the world’s favor. When we are under-
going disadvantages or persecutions we are in much less dan-
ger than when the tide of worldly prosperity sets i1, our direc-
tion. Let us remember at such times to go often to the Lord,
to seek to know his will, fully, completely; to bring to mind
our covenant and 1ts value, a- above all earthly considerations.
And let us offer unto the Lord the true sacrifice—presenting
the merits of our dear Redeemer’s <aerifice as the ground of
cur acceptance, repeating the full devotion of cur hearts—re-
newing cur covenant. This is the only safe way in this pilgrim
journey.

We pass hastily over the narrative of the presentation of
Jacob and Joseph’s brethren to Pharoah, and their settlement
in the land of Goshen. After thev had resided there seven-
teen years (Gen. 47:28) Jacob died, was buried with all the
cercnmionials common to the Egyptian ccurt, because he was a
1elative of Pharaol’s representative  Awd 1t 1s heve that our
lesson proper begins. Joseph’s brothers judged him to have a
dispositron considerably like their own: they could not believe
him to be thoroughly generous and forgiving, and though they
acknowledged his kindness toward them, they said to them-
selves, This was merely on account of our father Jacob, and

not on our account, and now that our father is dead Joseph
will treat us differently. It was because moved with such
feelings that they first semt a messenger to Joseph, and after
ward followed themselves into his presence, to a~k his mcrey
and to declare themselves willing to be his servants,

It strikes us that this well illustrates the condition of
many who come to the Lord with an insufliciency ot faitu. They
are convinced of his mercy toward them, and yet aie always
fearful. The truth is that they do not know him; they think
of him as moved by like passions with themselves, more or les2
depraved, moie or less controlled Ly animesity., It 15 an evd
dence of growth in grace when we come to that plice 1 o
experiences where, admitting our own guilt and unwoithines<
of divine favor we have, nevertheless, become so intimetoly
acquainted with the Lord as to have a full assurance of faith
in his declaration that our sins are forgiven. It is to such a
development of grace that the Lord refeired, saying. “This
is life eternal, that they might Z&now thee, the only true
God, and Jesus Chrizt, whom thou hast sent.” (John 17.3)
But such a knewledge is not to be obtained instantan-ou-ly,
but rather is to be the iesuit of a growth in grace. for we
grow 1n grace as we grow in knowledge, and we grow in knowl-
edge as we grow in grace;—the two keeping pace, the one with
the other, as do our fcet 1n walking. It is because the majority
who have named the name of Christ do not grow in grace and
i knowiedge that they fail to attain to that grand condition
of which the Apostle speaks as “full assurance of farth"—1ull
confidence in the Lord, in his goodness, in lis wisdom, in his
love, in his providential care over all of their affairs And the
lack of such growth is owing to their failure to offer their sac-
rifices unto the Lord—to commit all of their wavs to him.

Joseph’s answer to his brethren was most noble, and gives
good evidence that his conduct was not merely an outward
profession, but the result of an established character, He did
not even say to himeself, Mv brothers have misunderstood me,
but though I freely forgive them I will use their fear as a step-
ping stone to greater power over them, and will say to them,
I will do you no harm, but on the contrary treat you most
kindly, as long as you are fully obedient to me. and send me
presents vearly, or give me tithes of your inecrease. or come
annually to make obeisance before me, and to acknowledge
afresh yvour wrong, and to confess my genero~ity. No; he had
too noble a character for this he was too ua-elfish. On the
contrary, he said. “Fear not: for am I in the place of God?”
The secret of lus right cour«e with his biethien was the correct
view which he took of the watier himself: he saw himself as
merely God’s servant in dealing with his brethren, and in all
things. He saw that God’s providence had been in the whole
affair. How could he think otherwize? He saw the fulfilment
of his inspired dreams; he had noted the miraculous leading
of divine providehce in the various steps by which he had
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been led from slavery to the throne of Egypt; he probably
reflected that 1f now he should either do evil toward his breth-
1en, o1 think unkindly of them, he would be ecasting a reflec-
tion upon one of the instrumentalities which God had used for
his blessing  He could not do this and be loyal to and appre-
¢lative ot divine power, and he communicated to his brothers
for then (neouragement and comfort this thought; that al-
though they had purposed evil, and had done evil, nevertheless
the thig really done was a good thing, but for which they de-
~etved no credit, but diseredit, and (God all the horor. He
would have them sece that this was the basis of s dealing
with thew, and that he felt not the shghtest animosity, but
a tull appreciation of the divine blessing, which had come
throuch thenn course,

How great a blessing it would be for all spiritual Israelites
to learn well this lesson. wiz., that if we accept the results
of anv snatter as bemng good, and 1f we realize that we were
gurded to those 1esults by divine providence, we should think
and 1eel most generously, most kindly, toward those who were
the wstiuments used by providence, notwithstanding the fact
that they mieht have been unwilling instructors, or, like
Joceph's brethren, have verily intended opposite results  Those
who are enabled to take such a view of affairs and forces op-
rating in then daly hives are enabled “always to triumph
throueh the Lord.” as the Apostle expresses 1t. And such find
no 1oom tor bitterness or railing, either against Satan or
agamnst any of his servants. 2 Cor. 2:14; Jude 9.

Thi~ does not mean that they call the evil course good; nor
that they will or should have any sympathy with the evil
<o~ . nor with the evil motives inspiring it; nor with the
evil persons, <o long as they are in harmony with the evil mo-
tives and evil eourse  But it does mean that their minds will
he so filled with the thought of divine supervision in their af-
fairs, and how all the time they were safe under the protect-
ing ¢cue. the shadow of the Almighty, and that all things are
workine for thenn good, however they outwardly appear, that
they will not have any bitterness whatever, either of word or
of heart, toward those who attempted to, and outwardly did,
do them evil, but whose evil intentions and conduct were over-
ruled by the Almighty. In proportion as the Lord’s people get
mto the large place where they can take a broad view of the
~ituation, in that <ame proportion will they find themselves not
only delivered from anger and malice and hatred and strife
toward thenn opponents, but instead, possessed of “the peace of
God which passeth all understanding.” ruling in their hearts,
keeping them secure amudst all of the storms and vicissitudes
of hfe—because their anchor holds within the vail. They
have “set to their seal that the Lord is true,” and hence can
rejoice always. R

Not only was Joseph’s course the right one in the sight
of Giod. the noble one in the sight of all right-minded people,
the blessed one as 1espected his brothers, their comfort, their
peace. their love toward him,—but it was in every sense the
proper and the best course as respected his own peace, joy,
blessing. When he allayed their fears and comforted them, and
spake Kindly unto themn, and promised them and their fami-
Lies the same care as when their father lived, he was taking
also the course which must have brought the greatest blessing
and comfort to his own heart. All do not know it, but it is a
fact that the grandest quality that man can exercise, and the
one which brings the largest amount of blessing itself, is the
exercize of the God-like quality of mercy, compassion, benevo-
lenee Those of spiritual Israel who have not practiced in this
direction are not far advanced in spintnal development, and
thowe who have practiced realize the truthfulness of the Lord’s
words, * Blessed are the merciful,” and “Blessed are the peace-
maker- "

The next few verses of our lesson cover the period of fifty-
four years fiom the death of Jacob to the death of Joseph;
1nd give us comparatively little information, except that they
simve fresh evidence that the basis of Joseph’s strength of
character and fidelity to prineiple which carried him safely
throurh the vicissitudes of his remarkable experience was faith
m God—faith 1n {the Abrahamic promise. And so we find it
today, and through the past, so far as we are able to decipher
the teachings of history: those who have been the Lord’s
faathful people, iave all been inspired by the hope set before
u~in the go-nel This ia the hope of which the Apostle speaks,
swvne that ot 1 “an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast;”
—1t holds firtn and <ecnre in the storms and difficulties of life,
and p1vents the wrecking of our lives upon the rocks of sin.
aception Joubt <elfichness, ete,

Viho can doubt that it was Joseph’s respect unto the divine
promi~e that hept im faithful as Potiphar’s steward. again
i the pri-on. and again as Pharaoh’s representative in the
thione v In proportion as heavenly promises are before our
monds cothiy and selfish ambitions are dwarted and fose therr
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power over us. dJoseph’s eye of faith, centered upon God’s
promise to Abraham and upon the land of Canaan, exercised a
potent 1nfluence, because he realized that to be a friend of God,
and an hen of God’s promises, called for a purity of heart and
of life which God could approve. Looking back he saw the in-
fluence of these promises upon his great grandfather, Abra-
ham, upon his grandfather, Isaac, and upon his father, Jacob,
and we see that the same promise controlled him to his great
advantage. The people who today become enamored of wealth
and of position and of power, so that they would be willing to
sacrifice principles of justice and of truth that they might
seltishly grasp these, thereby give evidence that they lack the
power of the truth, the power of the Abrahamic promnse, to
contiol them and their lives. Had the Abrahamic promise not
been forceful and weighty in the mind of Joseph he might have
been plotting and scheming for the throne of Kgypt or to have
obtained the mastery over his own brethren, but reahzing
that God was behind the promise he was waiting patiently for
that, as the greatest and most wonderful blessing conceivable
—far beyond the things which he could have grasped. and the
grasping of which would have meant his relinquishment of
God’s promise. Not, however, that he expected to go up out
of Egypt into the land of Canaan himself; for he evidently
knew, and 1t probably came down to us through him, that God
had appeared to Abraham, and told him that his posterity
should be in Egypt, and be evilly treated there, and that the
period of their sojourn would be four hundred years.

Joseph’s hope in God and in that Abrahamic promise must
have been, therefore, a hope through a resurrection ot the dead;
and although it taught a valuable lesson, it was doubtless be-
cause of his 1mperfect understanding of the resurrection, and
the power of God, that he so particulaily gave commandment
respecting the carrying up of his bones out of Egypt into Ca-
naan, when the time of God's favor should come, and Israel
should be delivered. And so must the spiritual Israelite have
his mind centered in the future fulfiliment of the divine prom-
ises, through a resurrection of the dead, 1f he would be dehiv-
ered from the wordly influences of this present time, and be
kept loyal to the Lord and to the highest principles of char-
acter. This faith in a future kingdom, future honor, future
riches, future glory, dwarfs into insignmificance the honor and
glory and wealth of this present time, and makes all true be-
lievers separate from the world in these respects, and thus
prepares them to think of the affairs of this present time from
a more just and more equitable and dispassionate standpoint
—they are removed from the immediate influence of selfishness
in its most powerful forms, even though they still find, not-
withstanding their faith in the promises, the necessity for
keeping the body under, and mortitying 1ts natural dispositien
toward selfishness.

Our (olden Text is appropriate to the lesson and every
way worthy of the attention of the spiritual Isiaelite. We
know that our days are numbered as respects the present hfe.
We know that we need not expect eternal life under present
conditions, and thus far the world and the Christian are on
a common level; but here they part, the one saying to himself,
‘“Life is short, and I must grasp and use it for myself, the best
I can.” The other, with a higher wisdom, that cometh from
above, realizes his own inability and insufficiency, heeds the
message from the Lord respecting an eternal life beyond the
tomb~—the resurrection life, and goes to the Lord, petitioning
for wisdom respecting the life that now is, as well as that
which is to come.

In answer to his petitions he is taught of God in the expe-
rience of life to more and more appreciate the eternal, the ever-
lasting life, and to spend time and cnergy in building up such
a character as would be pleasing to his Creator, and bring the
reward of “life everlasting.” The Christian, in numbering his
days, does not do so with a doleful or disconsolate sentiment,
although he does so with sobriety. He counts the days as they
go as so many blessings, so many privileges, so many oppor-
tunities to “show forth the praises of him who called us out of
darkness into his marvelous light,” to render assistance to
others in the pilgrim journey, and to develop in himself more
and more of the character pleasing in the sight of God—to be-
come more and more a copy of God’s dear Son. As he numbers
the days gliding swiftly by, and perceives how he is using them
in harmony with the divine instructions, he ultimately comes
to that condition of heart in which he 1s longing for the king-
dom and the full attainment of all the glories into which he
hopes to be ushered, as a sharer in the first (chief) resurrec-
tion. And from this standpoint he numbers the days as they
zo by joyfully, and is glad when the days of the years of his
present pilgrimage end; because his hope in the Lord, and in
the gracious features of his plan, is growing daily stronger,
clearer and brighter.

[2896]
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