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we sometimes say, “ I see God’s hand in this.”  And again, God." And again. ‘ Look unto mo and be \o -̂ aved, ail the
we are informed that “ all flesh shall see the salvation of ends of the earth.”
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
A writer in tlie Advance facetiously points out the an­

tagonism between the Bible and its true friends on the one 
side, and the Higher Critics on the other. But he does not 
seem to jealize that the followers of these higher critics are 
in most of the pulpits and m the most influential pews of 
Christendom;— that the secret of the prevalent skepticism 
and indiffeience of professing Christians is doubt. It is not 
the loud and foul-mouthed infidelity of a century ago; but 
much more insidious and dangerous, because it has a “ form 
of godliness”—much more deceptive to such as are sincere 
truth-seekers. The writer says;  —

"Beyond any question some unknown writer gathered up 
the legends of bis time and used them to describe a hero, 
whom he named Alnaham A later writer used the same 
legends, but be called his hero Isaac. Without doubt all 
tin -e -.tones were invented to account for the supremacy of 
Isnud o\er Edom."’ So said a Rev. Dr. in his ‘lecture’ to 
some fifty ladies of his church a few days since— in a Con­
gregational chinch not iai from Boston' At the close of the 
lecture, among others thm question was asked: ‘Doctor, do
yon believe that any such poisons as Abraham and Isaac ever 
hied'-' ‘Well, 1 don't know,' replied the Doctor. ‘It is quite 
possible that powins bearing those names have lived, but 
piobahlv these mines leinesont nations or tiibes. I should 
say tbit the weight of best modern scholarship is against 
the theoi\ that any .such poisons as Abraham rnd Isaac 
aetualh lived ’ ”

Being from the backwoods and not familial with the “ best 
modem si holaiship.’’ I was wont to exclaim, ‘‘Such knowledge 
is too vondei ful for me: it is high, I cannot attain unto it !”

A bat a pity that Isaiah could not have heard a course 
of ledmes like these befoie be prophesied! Then he would 
ha\e been spaied the nuntifie.ition of making such a reference 
as we find m bi s  piopheri— Chapter 41:8: “ But thou, Israel,
ni t mi sci vant. dai'ob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abra­
ham iit\ fneiid" And anotlie' blunder worse than the first: 
"Look unto Abiahain yom fatliei, and unto Sarah that bare 
you- foi 1 called him alone, and blessed him and increased 
him1" But .t mav be that “ the best modern scholarship” 
will disc o\ c i .  it indeed it has  not alieady proven, that no such 
piophet as  Isuah e\ er piophe~ied or I i vp .1 even; This would 
do nuiih in dealing the way tor a solid foundation for our 
fait h '

It is a gieat pit \ also that Matthew could not have heard 
oi lead a tew lectines concerning the "higher criticism” before 
he wiote his hook, foi bo would have omitted the first chapter 
winch ha- (levelled so main ignoiant souls since Ins time! A 
gieat mam people Ini'e lived in times past and “ fell on sleep” 
believing th it in some way Jesus was descended from Abra­
ham’ \!,s what ignorance! Aliy could not the wise men 
ot the East have discoveied this new knowledge ages ago’

Moi envoi, what help it would have been to Jesus if he 
could have known the ‘ last word ot our best modem seholai- 
sliip’ " He would not have been deceived, nor would he have 
deceived otheis bv quoting trom those “ old legends,” as He 
did in Matt. 22-32- "I am the Cod of Abiaham, and the 
Cod ot Isaac, and the Cod of Jacob!” Nor would He have 
said- " fou i father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he 
saw it .irid was glad. 1 'ay unto you before Abraham was I 
am ” John 8 5li. a8. Then think of the unfortunate Stephen! 
Had he only known the ipsults of “ the best modern scholar­
ship" he nevei would have spoken as he did in Acts 7:5—and 
so might have saved 1ns life' If he was ignorant or so 
foolish as to lebeaise as ti ue a lot of “ legends” about people 
who lo-vei lived, why should not the multitude gnash on him 
with their teeth, stop their ears, l un upon him with one 
accoid. cast him out of the city and stone him to death' 
James too was deceived and quoted as a fact a passage from 
those s.une "old legends"; Jas. 2-23.

But the most deluded of all those poor, ignorant men, 
who lived and winked m the fust century was Paul' How 
unhappy- be must be even in heaven (if there is any- heaven), 
if he now knows the “ last word of best modern scholarship!” 
I Li's ignoianco first appears m quoting the same “old legend” 
that fooled James m Ins letter to the Galatians—3:G. He 
repeats the myth m his letter to the Romans—4:1-4. But 
worse than this, in the ninth chapter he digs up and palms off

onto the innocent and unsuspecting Romans a whole string of 
“ legends!”

Ah me! Four years of preaching and working does not 
seem to have brought any more light into his benighted mmd' 
for then he wrote that strange epistle to the Hebrews' A bo 
can read the eleventh chapter of that epistle in the light of 
“ the best modern scholarship,”  with any degree of allowance 
for the ignorant writer’

Poor Paul'—To think of the sermons written and spoken 
from the “ legends” quoted by Paul m that chapter is enough, 
to give a man spiritual nightmare! And the preachers have 
believed those stories to be true, and so have deceived their 
Hocks. “ The blind leading the blind!”  These deluded preach­
ers have cited Abraham for an example of faith, living, saving 
faith, lo, these centuries past' And yet Abraham never lived' 
To buttiess their sermons on piayer, these same preachers 
have quoted again and again Abraham's petitions as found in 
the “ legends” recorded in Gen. 15, 17 and 18! A'hat a debt 
of gratitude we owe to the “ higher ciiticism,” that our eyes 
have been opened and that with the very- beginning of this 
glad new centuiy “ the best modern scholarship” has brushed 
away the myths and “ legends” of the ages and given im a 
“ new theology” founded upon the latest researches of ‘ the 
higher criticism!”

■ * *  *

The serious feature of the matter is, that Chiistian people 
in general are but “ babes” as respects a knowledge of God's 
A’oid, and hence liable to lose their little all of faith: espe­
cially when the doubts are suggested by- their leudeis. tc 
whom they have been taught to look too implicitly foi guid­
ance in matters of faith.

The A’ord of God clearly shows us that so gieat a falling 
aw-ay from the faitli is to be expected here, in the end of till­
age, as will justify our Master’s words,— “ Alien the Son ot 
Man conieth [is present] shall he find faith on the eaitb'- '  
(Luke 8 18) Thc'e aie the "peiiloiis time-," mentioned bv 

the Apostle, and of whose deceptions our Loid said,— “ If it 
were possible rif they were not divinely aided 1 the \eiy i l e d  
would be misled bv them."—(Matt. 24:24, compare 2 The' 
2-10-12; 2 Tim. J:i-5.

The only safeguard for the Loid’s people now is tin 
“ present truth” with winch the Lord is so bountifully sup­
plying the “ table” of His fully- consecrated people. God has 
so arranged the outward evidences respecting the Bible that 
the world and all who have the spirit of the woild can find 
plenty to cavil at and stumble over. The Lord’s intention was 
and still is that only from the inside can his A'oul and plan 
be seen in their true beauty and strength, lie ml ends it lo 
be “ sufficient, that the man of God may- be tboioughly fur­
nished unto eveiv good work” But who are genuinely men 
of God. is the question. The difficulty is that many profe'S- 
ing to be men of God are men of their own—not. co.i'ccratcd 
and many- of the consecrated are consecrated to a particular 
work or theory or sect instead of to God. Now the “ hour of 
trial” has come which will show the real standing of each 
one professing godliness. God is now making it quite pos-ablt 
for every “ man of God” to be thoroughly furnished fully 
equipped, at the same time that be is permitting the \dver- 
sary to bring in error like a flood.— Isa. 28-2, 18-20, a!) 19

In view of these conditions let all whose eyes au- open, al, 
who see where we are and what is coining, be nleit 111-t tor 
themselves that they may be of the “ brethren" who will see 
and be delivered, by giving the more earnest heed to tlie 
things which God has shown us, lest we let them slip; and 
secondly, for all who give any evidence of being “brethren,” 
to assist them as much as lietli in us. Tlius we may make 
our own calling and election sure, and minister grace to all 
with whom we come in contact.— 2 Pet. 1:10; Eph. 4 29

THE OUTLOOK— WAR AND PROSPERITY
As our readers are aware, we credit the pro'pm ty of the 

world during the past three years very largely to their wars, 
which have put hundreds of millions of dollars into circulation 
among the people, and stimulated manufacturing, shipbuild­
ing, etc., at a cost of an increase of public debts, which, being 
put into the shape of negotiable bonds, is practically an 
increase in the w-orld’s circulating medium—money.

Our principal reason for looking for a further pci md of
[2875]
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m nipt1] it v and inflation 1-. that in iwi |ii,lament, then' is 
si.uielx tilin' enough to jiciinit a jiaiin and peuod of ginernl
pto'tialion and tli.‘ii .mot 1 iEi pci mil of piospeiitv and infla-
'lon mid .mothoi panic, etc, hv lh” tune winch we think the 
>eiiptmes indicate ns the time for the "lent eitnclysm of 
iionlde. h\ vhieli the pie-enf institutions of Chi lAemloni aie 
ill to go down m enaiehislie chaos 'l’ho euliniiiation of the 
tioidile in (litohei, l ‘)ll , is (h .n ly maiked in the Scriptures;* 
md we aie bound thoretoie to expect a beginning of that 
-.ni-ie tumble not later than PUO.— with -c\eie spasms 
between now and then

Should the se\eie trouble come in l ')10 we may infer that 
it will lie pteo  ded by a period of giadu.d tinaneial and social
li ' i ui iiam e~. smiihii to those ui the past, and leading oil

tow aid the condition of despei at ion then, oi sooner, to be 
(cached. !V, these le.isoils we expect the piesent W’il\e of 
pio~peiit\ to loll on a little while, and since it could not do 
-o without w.u.  oi somethin” ot the kind, to put moie monex 
linl moie bonds mto i n eiilat ion— tboietoie we look foi wai.  
po — ibly nuineious small warn, possibly gloat ones. It is a 
time tor wais and Illinois ot wais, and of crying Peace, 
Peace: but the end is not tot ,— a moie pionouneed federation 
of Piotestanfism is liist to be expiated, and a consequent 
pel scent ion ot such as will letuse to woislup it.

In hmmonv with the toieyoing. lead the follow ing ex­
tract tioin that \eiy eonseivatixe London journal, 'The 
S p i e t a l o i  " —

“ THE LITTLE CLOUD”
“ One giand dilliculty of the past, the lnsullieioney of useful 

pi oiluets, is being lupidly obviated. The world is being 
scan hi'd toi moie pleasant filings, and with the new facili­
ties bn nitei communication the seaicti is well rew.nded. As 
t.'Uaids tood, indeed, alwaxs the fiist of human preoccupa-
I ions, the xxoi Id has been pooled, and where absurd laws do 
no inleiteie biead is now so abundant and so cheap that the 
jne-long asieiidcncy ot those v. ho by owning the soil controlled 
its pioduetion is tlueatened, and will piobably disappear. It 
is moie than piobable that the speed of human tiansit, anil 
the liilieient powei of the instruments used by man to lighten 
toil, will be enormously incieased—a new and lighter ae-
'lunulatoi ot eleetiieity would ell'eet that at once— while it 
is possible that the feitility of the earth itself, the locked
II easiiie-housc ot all things, may be materially increased. The 
eneigy of xxliite mankind. lelieved ot manv superincumbent 
weights, lias been dexeloped beyond precedent, and the highest 
men of science sec dimly that even mail’s power of thinking 
may lie enlarged bv a comprehension of laws as great as 
gi,notation xvhuli aie still bidden fioni bis ken, but the filmy 
xeil oi which shows an inclination to disappear The 'lolling 
lj,n k ol the heavens' in the fifteenth century, oil which 
i hmkei s and l'hetoi leians have so often dilated, would hardly 
expand man’s conceptions more than an accurate and fairly 
full compiehension of the nature and properties of the all- 
net vailing though invisible substance which xve have agreed to 
call the ether.

“ In the midst of all these facts and prospects men remain 
silly, and a new and serious danger bewilders all xvho can 
think The xxliite world may fling its future axvay for the 
gi.ififieation of its spites and greeds. The nations have become 
conscious ot each otliei, and they snarl. The fierce jealousies, 
the fiercer greediness, the distrusts fiercest of all, which in 
history aie seen to have divided the dynasties, now divide the 
peoples Kneli is as angry xvhon it sees another gain anything 
as a dog when it sees a bone in another dog’s mouth. Each 
thinks itself in jin oil when another is enriched, and, what is 
woist of all, each believes in its heart that every other is plot­
ting astutely and carefully to depiive all rivals of that xvhich 
they possess.

• The nexx hunger for comfort, the nexv knowledge of the 
external xxoild and the iiclies it contains, unite with the nexv 
iieedoin and rapidity of intercommunication to produce a 
n.itied of nxals at least as stiong as the ancient hatred of 
luces oi leligions. (treat nations are leadv to fight to the 
le.itii for transmarine acquisitions, for privileges of trading, 
a ml above all for profitable monopolies Governments are 
tnii-d to 'mterteie.' usually x\ ith menace, to secure tonces- 
Moim for their subjects. The popular papers are full of 
pti.lits about to he pilfeied away. The more popular the 
riqu i sent at i ve the moie angiilv lie pleads for objects which, 
ii pkunei language, aie huge protits to he reaped by his eon- 

-tituenfs It the State bin s anx tiling abioad lie is furious; 
it it is mditl'eient to a foieign taiill' he is in despair; if it 
.has not pievent a uval railway lie asserts, and almost 
believes, in tieaeheiy m his ruleis It is impossible foi him

* si t Mini x\i u D xxvn, Y ois i i , in

to believe that the claims of others may he xvell founded, and 
the imputations in xxliieh lie indulges resemble nothing so 
much as those of pi iests against heietics or scholars against 
each other in the Middle Ages.

“Ill slioit, xxhile the Go\elnmeilts aie ti.inquii tile pei pies 
hate each other to the point at xxliieh the maintenance of 
peace becomes daily a more difficult pelfomianee. The spirit 
infects all countries alike, exen Gieat Britain, usually so free 
m her innei pride from any impulse either of envy or appie- 
hension ; and if it cannot he allajed tlieie will in the end he 
xvar. And xxar in England or with America now fully in­
cluded in the ciiolc of jealousies, would mean the disappoint­
ment for half the centuiv ol all the hopes with which it 
begins, the waste of the new lesouircs upon competitive and 
skilful killing, and the diversion of all poxveii of thought 
fiom conquests over Xatuic to conquest-, over each other. 
Eveiything, in fact, in the lime is propitious except the 
natuie ot man. which m it“ now freedom fiom the pie~-ure 
of 'ufuiing is allowing (lie freest plaj to some ot lus im.ini'st 
instincts So far as safety and progress aie concerned, the 
xvoild has gained little by the exchange of iox.il ambition as 
the (hiving foice in polities foi populai jealousy and giecd.”

WHAT OTHEES ARE COMING TO SEE
The "(Irocei’s Ciitinon'’ (Chicago) commenting on the 

f l int and vegetable waic ity  icMilting tiom tbe gi-mual dtouth 
of flu' past Summer points out that this means depi ixvtion 
to the pooler clashes, and high prices tin life's nece—dies, etc. 
It then concludes —

“ The cost of living eveixwheie xxill be eiioi moiislv mei eased 
all over tlm lountiy. \\ itli the coal ti u~t putting up the 
(nice ot coal and other tmsts adxanring the co-t ot the nec­
essaries of life, tile outlook for the masses l- not vei \ eni our- 
aging. The labor situation has not impioxed and lueie is a 
growing feeling of discontent among the pooler ili - - is  in 
every manufaetming locality.

“ We have been cii|oxnig a long pel iod or pi o-pei itx. hut 
ovei-reaching greed xxill soon icsiilt in hiinging about an iti- 
dustiial rexolution Success lias turned the heads of ambi­
tious promoters, and they desiie to eontiol and monopolize 
the business of the xvoild, which xxill exentuallv end onlv in 
unix’ersal disaster. W7e believe that the beginning ot the end 
of the piesent era is at hand. We look to see want, misery 
and suffering in the near futme. We expect to lieai ot out­
breaks, riots and bloodshed at almost any time, and the con­
ditions aie upe for a bloody lonflnt between capital and l.ilsu.

“ The long drought xxill tend to aggraxxite the paities to 
the present struggle.

“ We can not reasonably expect the dillii Lillies now e x i s t i n g  
to he soon amicably or justly settled. Gieed i-, appaient and 
uppermost and is crushing labor with an iion hand, l.ilii.r is 
struggling for its very life xxith a fair piospcct ot being 
overcome—yet there are no immediate signs of a panic. 
There may be a slumbering volcano beneath us. hut it ban not 
yet burst into fiery eruption. Business men eveiyxvhei e aie 
entrenching themselves to meet the emergency when it comes, 
and to this conservative policy xxe may attribute the present 
calmness in the commercial world and the absence of anything 
like a panicky feeling among business men.”

Watch Tower and Millennial Dawn readers have seen the 
above conditions for these many years in the light of the 
divine Word. The Editor lias been proclaiming these things 
for nearly thirty years. It is an evidence of the ripening of 
the matter when the xvorldv can see them without the secret 
light of God’s Word.— clearly discernible only hv the “ loyal 
priesthood” in the “ holy” place in the light of “ the golden 
candlestick.” But our sorrow for the world in view of its 
coming catastrophe is mitigated by our knowledge of the 
grand results to he thus brought about under the administra­
tion of the coming kingdom of Messiah. Praise God then 
even for “ the day of wrath1”

PALESTINE’ S MINERAL WEALTH
Commercial Awakening of the Holy Land Promised Under the Turku

Washington, Aug. 0 —The Department of State has re­
ceived from Ernest L. Harris. Consular Agent at Eibenstock, 
a repoit on the mineral treasures of Palestine. The report 
says:

“ Valuable mineral treasures have recently been discovered 
in Palestine, so it is safe to say that the industrial axvakening 
of the Holy Land is no longer a dieam. It is true that the 
greater part of the onee flourishing country is a barren desert. 
The lines of communication are miserable, and traffic is 
unsafe, aside from the one railroad from Yafa to Jerusalem.

“ The nexvly discoxrered mineral deposits lie on both sides 
of the Jordan and the Dead Rea. The salt deposits of the 
Dead R“.i could be developed into an industry. The most im-

t 2 8 7 (! ]
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p or ta n t  o f  a l l  the deposits  is phosphate. A t  present the phos­
ph ate  mines o f  F lo r id a  a lm ost  sup p ly  the w o r ld ’s demand. 
T h e  im mense fields o f  phosphate  to  the east and west o f  the 
J ord a n  need on ly  better means o f  traffic and  com m u nica t ion

in order  to  insure the developm ent. Th is ,  i t  w ou ld  seem, is 
n ot  fa r  distant, as the Tu rk ish  G overn m en t is  p lanning a co n ­
t inu at ion  o f  the Y afa -Jeru sa lem  R a ilroa d ,  and  steam boats  are 
already p ly in g  the D ead Sea.”

OUR SPECIAL EDITION LINEAR BIBLE
W e  have received a sufficient num ber o f  orders fo r  the  new 

B ible  to  w a rra n t  us in proceeding w ith  its  publication . I t  
is  to  be pr inted fro m  the regu lar  “ L inear B ib le”  electroplates 
w ith  special D a w n  and W a t c h  T o w e r  references in the one- 
inch-wide m argins .  A d d it io n a l ly  w e w il l  add  a  T op ica l  Index 
g iv in g  S cr ip tu re  references as well  as D a w n  and W a t c h  
T o w e r  references. These were prepared by  tw o  sisters in Los  
A ngeles ,  California .

Our readers are aware th at  these Bibles are being prepared 
a t  considerable  trouble ,  for  their  convenience and sp ir itu al  as­
sistance and not fo r  financial p ro f i t :  indeed, we run the risk

o f  los in g  something. W e  do n ot  wish to  u rg e  any  orders, but 
feel sure some w ho  do n ot  order  w il l  be g rea t ly  d isappointed  
when they  see the books in the hands o f  others  and th ink  o f  
w h at they  have missed. The pr ice  is on ly  ab ou t  one-third 
that o f  the same book  v i t h o u t  the w id e -m a ig in  references w hich  
w il l  so g rea t ly  add to  its va lue  am on g  W a t c h  T o w e r  readers. 
See the il lustrat ion  o f  type  in ou r  issue o f  J u ly  15. T w o  
bindings, $2.00 and $3.00 post-paid.

Orders m a y  be sent in a t  these prices d u i in g  Sep tem ber ;  
but  not later. Som e will  be printed, extra ,  fo r  a p a r ty  w ho  
believes they  w i l l  be in dem and at m uch  h igher prices

“FINALLY, BE ALL OF ONE MIND”
“ Finally, be all of one mind [harmonious— in accord], having compassion one of another; love as brethren, be pitiful, be cour­

teous; not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing;  but contrariwise blessing, knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing.”— 1 Pet. 3:8, 9.

H a r m o n y  does n o t  m ean alike-ness. R a th er  i t  signifies 
u n ity  with d iv ers ity :  and this  is the m eaning o f  the Greek 
w o rd  translated “ o f  one m in d ”  in ou r  text. The L o r d ’ s w il l  
respecting  his  people does n ot  con tem plate  exact sameness, 
w h o l ly  ign or in g  indiv idual characteris t ics  and pecu l ia r it ies ;  on 
the  con trary ,  a d ivers ity  w ith  h arm on y  is m o r e  desirable than 
a  sa m en ess ; as, f o r  instance, i t  is the h arm on ious  union  o f  the 
seven co lors  th at  constitutes  the beauty  o f  the rainbow. So 
a lso  in m u s i c : one strikes a  chord on  the p ian o  or  the organ  
and the result  is harm ony, oneness, union— the var ie ty  o f  the 
notes gives a m elody  w hich  cou ld  not be obtained fro m  any 
one o f  them, or  from  a sameness o f  equal volum e. This  is  the 
th ou gh t  the A p o s t le ’s w ords  g ive  us in respect t o  G o d ’s 
p e o p le ;  they  are o f  var iou s  n atu ra l  tem peram ents  and d isp os i ­
t ion s  and peculiarit ies ,  and the divine a lch em y b y  w hich  the 
h um an is tran sm u ted  in to  the spiritual,  the o ld  m ind  in to  the 
new m ind, does n ot  w h o l ly  destroy, and  is not intended to  
destroy ,  the elements o f  character  and d is p o s i t io n ; but  is 
intended to take fro m  each one its dross and im perfection  and 
discordancy , and thus to  perm it  a ll  eventually  to  unite  in and 
develop into  a h arm on ious  whole.

The L o i d  does n ot  expect, however,  th a t  th is  con d it ion  of 
com plete  harm ony, w il l  be attained by  his  people  the instant 
o f  their  consecration . On the con tra iv ,  as the A p ost le  in d i­
cates in ou r  text,  Giis a tta inm ent o f  h arm on y  is the result,  
the g lo i io u s  con su m m ation ,— la th er  than the beginning o f  the 
w o rk  o f  grace  in the L o r d ’s peop le :  lie says, “ fin a lly ,”  not 
p r im a l  ily, we are to  be all o f  one m ind— h arm on ious .  I t  re­
qu ites  lon g  years, generally ,  in the school o f  Christ, f o r  his  
d isc iples  to  so grow  in grace  and in know led ge  and in love,—  
ere they reach the g lo i i o u s  condit ion  expressed in ou r  text, 
even “ finally .”

The A post le  Paul in tim ates  that we are to  continue  so to  
g r o w  in grace  and in knowledge, and in love, as to  atta in  in 
heart, in w ill ,  the stature  o f  a per fect m an m  Christ. The 
“ babe”  in Christ has n ot  the stature o f  a “ m an,”  and requires 
first the m i lk  o f  the W o rd ,  and subsequently  the “ strong 
m eat ,”  th a t  i t  m a y  g row  thereby, and finally  atta in  to  the 
ideal condit ion  represented in our tex t ,— a con dit ion  o f  h ar ­
m on y  w ith  the L o r d  ar.J w ith  each other, w hich  indicates that 
the w ork  o f  grace  has well progressed— th at the m a ik  o f  
pel feet love has been well  atta ined  in the heart, even though  
i t  be n ot  possible  still  to  fu l ly  express it  in  every wrord and 
a ct  o f  life.

The A p os t le  Paul describes this tran s form ation  o f  li fe, this  
g io w t h ,  saving , “ Be ye  tran sform ed  b y  the renew ing o f  you r  
m i n d , ”  bu t  while it  requires on ly  a short t im e to  g ive  th is  
instruction , and does n ot  require lon g  to  agree to  fo l lo w  the 
instruction , it does require  pat ient  perseverance in well -do ing  
t o  com p ly  w ith  the in s t iu c t io n s ;— to  fu l ly  a tta in  to  the 
tran sform ed  condit ions even in ou r  hearts— so th a t  wTe w ill 
aright, however difficult it m a y  be fo r  us to  a lw ays  do right. 
A n d  here arises a  diff iculty : m an y  do  n ot  c lear ly  see ju s t  w h at 
are  the requirements, and hence go  th rou gh  l i fe  in a maze, m  
perplexity ,  in doubt, in fear, la ck in g  the rest and peace and 
blessing which should com e fro m  a proper u nderstand ing and 
a  consistent endeavor.

N o  dou bt all have been stru ck  with the fa c t  th at  those w ho 
m an ifest  the deepest interest in the div ine plan are not 
a lw a y s  the m o s t  sm ooth  and m ost  agreeable people  in the 
w o r l d : frequently  th ey  are so com bative  as to  be con tin ually
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distressing  both  themselves and their  fr iends b y  their  u n w is ­
dom  or  their  d isposition  to  w ra n g l in g  and contention . The 
very  q u a l ity  w hich  the A post le  m entions in th is  tex t  as like- 
mindedness or  h arm on y  is  pecu liarly  lacking, n atura lly ,  in the 
d isposit ion  o f  the m a jo r i t y  o f  those w h o  becom e deeply in ­
terested in  present truth". A n d  some have been inclined 
h ast i ly  to  condem n the doctr ines  and to  say, Th is  is n ot  the 
peaceable S p ir it  o f  Christ. W h ere  the S p ir it  o f  Christ is 
there should  be love and harm ony. So says the A p o s t le :  
“ F in a lly , be ye  a ll  o f  one m i n d ”  A n d  this  should be b o in e  
in m ind as being the final result  o f  d isc ip line  and in stru c ­
t ion  in the schoo l  o f  C h r i s t ; b y  ou r  a tta inm ent o f  th is  d is ­
posit ion  to  h arm on y  (w hile  at the same t im e loya l  and 
courageous f o r  the t r u t h ) ,  we m ay  safe ly  gau ge  ou r  gro w th  in 
grace, knowledge  and love.

W e  w a n t  to  suggest an exp lanation  as to  w h y  it is th at  
so m an y  o f  the L o r d ’ s people are com bative ly  disposed. A  
w ran g l in g  an d  contentious disposit ion  is the result  o f  large 
com bativeness— m isd irected— unwisely  exercised. C'ombative- 
ness itself  is n ot  a bad quality .  On the con trary , it  is a good  
quality ,— a q u a l ity  a c tu a l ly  indispensable  to  the a tta inm ent 
o f  the prize set before  u s  in the  G ospel.  Th ose  wlu lack  com- 
bativeness, lack  back bon e ;  lack  the ab i l i ty  to  w a lk  an u p ­
r igh t  life, u nder present c o n d i t io n s ; they are  like a boat  on 
the r iver  w hich  has neither oars  nor  wheel nor  screw- 
propeller.  T h ey  can do n oth in g  b u t  f loat w ith  the current, 
for  th ey  lack  the a pp aratu s  necessary to  stem it. There are 
m an y  g ood y -g ood y  people  w ho  lack  firmness, lack  character, 
lack eombativencss, and w ho  could  not th ink o f  an y th in g  else 
than  f loating  w ith  the p op u lar  c u rre n t ;  and these f ieq u en tly  
are m istaken  fo r  “ sa ints”  when th ey  arc  n oth ing  o f  the kind. 
T h ey  are n ot  even o f  the kind o f  m a te i ia l  th a t  the L ord  takes 
to  mhke “ sa ints”  ou t  of.  They are unfit fo r  his purposes 
under the present call o f  this  Gospel a g o ;  fo i  all w ho are 
ca lled  n ow  to  be o f  the elect chin eh are called to  be “ ovei-  
c o m e r s ; ”  called  to  be v i c to rs ;  called to  stem the p op u lar  t id e :  
called to  fight a g ood  fight o f  fa ith  and obedience , and such 
as are to ta l ly  la ck in g  in firmness, in eom bativencss.  in ch a r ­
acter, cannot possib ly  com p ly  with these condit ions,  and are 
n ot  in the race.

S o  then, i f  any o f  those w ho have grasped  the truth, and 
w ho  have been grasped  and draw n by  the truth  to  con secra ­
tion  to  the Lord, have at times fe lt  the p e rv e is ity  o f  their  
n atural  d ispositions— their eombativencss, contentiousness  and 
w ra n g l in g  disposition , and fe lt  d iscouraged  on this  account, 
let them thank G od and take courage. L e t  them  leali /.e that 
this  very  disposit ion  constitutes  one qualif ication  for  en lis t ­
m en t  and service under the Captain  o f  o m  s a lv a t i o n ;—  
a lthough  such a service w il l  mean the In in g m g  o f  this  eon- 
t r a i y  d isposit ion  into accord  w ith  the s p i n t  o f  love, which, in 
the end, w il l  mean th a t  the w ra n g l in g  d isposit ion  w il l  be 
subdued, and the com bativeness be p r o p e i ly  turned to  g ood  
accou n t in another direction.

B u t  while  tak in g  all the encouragem ent we can from  the 
th ou gh t th a t  the L ord  is w ishing  and is seeking and ca ll ing  
ou t  a f ighting class o f  “ cn nqu eiors ,”  w ho  cou ld  n ot  be co n ­
querors  unless there were som ething to  conquer, and w ho 
could  not conquer unless they  possessed som ething o f  the con ­
quer ing  or  com bative  disposition , let us nevertheless, p rom p t ly  
take ourselves in hand, realiz ing  th a t  the  g ood  q u a l ity  o f  
com bativeness has in every  instance been m isd irected, and
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th a t  from  the m om ent we enlist  as soldiers o f  the Cross o f  
Christ our com bativeness is to  be turned  into  new channels. 
W e  are to  learn, first o f  all, that our com bativeness  is n o t  to  
be exercised tow ard  the L ord ,  th at  we should resist his  w i l l ;  
but  that, on the con trary , we are to  m ake a fu ll  surrender to  
him of  ou r  th ou ghts  and w ords  and conduct. W e  are to  re­
m em ber th at  com bativeness  is not to  be used tow a rd  the 
b re th r e n ; fo r  to  fight aga in st  the brethren is  to  fight against 
God. against the truth , aga in st  the fe llow -m em bers  o f  ou r  ow n 
brigade. Instead o f  f ighting aga in st  the brethren, we are  to  
love them, and to  f ight for  them, even as we are  to  fight for  
the L o r d  and for  the truth . W e  are  to  rem ember, too ,  th a t  
ou r  com bativeness  i3 not to  be exercised aga in st  our friends, 
ou r  neighbors, or  the w or ld  in general. N o ;  all o f  these have 
plenty to  contend aga in st  w ith o u t  h av in g  ou r  opp os it ion .  On 
the contrary , they need ou r  sym p ath y ,  th ey  need ou r  help, 
th ey  need ou r  encouragem ent,  th ey  need w hatever  w e can 
render them in the w ay o f  u p li f t .

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH— 1 TIM. 6:12
H ow , then, and aga inst w hat shall we exercise ou r  co m ­

bativeness, th at  it m ay  be well  directed to  the L o r d ’ s please- 
ment and in the service o f  h is  cause? W e  answer, th a t  our 
com bativeness is to  be turned aga in st  sin, and th at  its  first 
exe ic ise  must begin w ith  ourse lves :  the batt le  w ith  self is the 
greatest battle , and we have the L o r d ’s W o r d  f o r  i t  th a t  he 
th a t  “ ruleth his sp ir it  (h is  own mind, w i l l )  is  better than  he 
th a t  taketh  a c i ty ,”  because he has to  th a t  extent learned to 
exercise the com bativeness  o f  a  true character  in the r ight  
d irection , in self-control .  I t  is a fter  we have had considerable  
experience in b a tt l in g  w ith  sin and selfishness in ourselves, in 
casting  the beam ou t o f  ou r  own eyes, in subduing anger,  
malice, hatred and stri fe  in our own hearts and flesh— it  is 
then, and by means o f  this  severe batt le  and experience, th at  
Me will be prepared to  assist the brethren, and to  assist our 
neighbors  in their  difficulties— to  help them  to  overcom e their  
besetments and weaknesses.

\\ hoover starts  out by  fighting even the sins o f  others 
before  he has made a v ig or ou s  cam paign against his  ow n w eak­
nesses and errors, is m a k in g  a mistake. H e needs h u m ility  
and  ,s• u m p u t h y  to  assist the others to  fight their  battles, and 
th is  be cannot gain  n 'ithou t first ba tt l in g  w ith  h im self  and 
learning to  a pp iec ia te  h ow  s t io n g  is the foe to  be contended 
with , and how th orou gh ly  entrenched is sin and selfishness 
in all the avenues o f  the flesh H e even needs to  be worsted 
m  some o f  his battles Mith self  in order  t o  have a clear 
a p p iec ia t ion  o f  his  own in ab il ity  to  overcom e and to  force  
bun to go  to  the throne  o f  the heavenly grace  to  obtain  m ercy  
and find grace  to  help. He needs th is  because, as the A post le  
m u -, i t  is when Me are weak th at  we arc s tro n g ;  and when 
m e are strong in ou r  self -confidence, and therefore  neglect to  
g o  to  the L o id ,  then we are weak and liable  to  m ake fai lure  
in the battle, and to  be overcom e by  the enem y— Sin.— Heb. 4 :  
Hi.  2 Cor.  12:10.

A l l  those w ho have had any experience in the m atter ,  and 
w ho have learned h ow  and where to  direct their  com bative  
energies, find that tl ieie  i '  fu l l  scope for  the exeic ise  o f  every 
pai t i t l e  of  com h a tn  c u e "  one possesses. (1 )  In  himself , con ­
tinually : as the A post le  expressed it, “ I  keep m y body  u n d e i , 
and b u n g  it into su b je c t io n :  lest th at  by  any means, when 
1 ha\e pleached  to  oth eis ,  I  m ysel f  should be a ca s ta w a y”  (1 
Cor.  0 2 7 ) .  O, how m uch o f  energy and howT m uch per- 
M 'te iu y  in f ighting the good  fight o f  faith , and o f  loya lty  to  
the l .on l, is needful m  the conquering  o f  self— ‘ ‘bringing every 
thought fund so far as p O " ib le ,  e\eiy  n o r d  and aetl  into 
c a p t i M t y  to  the obedience o f  C h r is t "  (2 Cor.  1 0 : 5 ) .  P lenty  
o f  room  heie  for  com bativen ess :  p lenty  o f  room  for  all the 
((intention and w ia n g l in g  we u’a n t ; — contention  Mith sin and 
self-will,  M ian g l in g  with  the w il l  o f  the flesh and opp os in g  it 
at e v e r y  step— m o i t i f y in g  it, k i l l in g  its affect ions and desires 
N o wondei the A post le  speaks o f  these p iesen t experiences as 
a l igh t ,  no wonder he tells  us t h a t ‘we m u st be prepared to  
end m e  h,m i n e ' s  as a good  soldier o f  the L ord  Jesus Christ

(2 l A s  soon as the v ic to ry  over self  has been gained, and 
a -  soon as the new m ind lias put a g a n i s o n  in every quarter  
oi the eonqueied body. to  gu ard  it f i o m  ris in g  in insurrection, 
to hold it in sub ject ion  to  the K in g  o f  k in gs  and L ord  o f
11 1 1 <1-----fo it l iw ith  all the rem aining  energies that can be spared
f io m  se lf -con tio l  w ill  find am ple  o p p o itu n ity  for  usefulness 
in b a tt l in g  for  the L or d ,  b a t t l in g  for  the brethren, batt l ing  for  
the tu i t h ,  b a tt l ing  against e iro r ,  ba tt l in g  against all the 
wiles o f  the devil , “ for  we are not ign orant o f  liis devices,”  as 
the A p ost le  declares.

Cl) A s  the eyes o f  our understanding get  opened, w ider 
and wider, w e  see the great  conflict th at  is progressing  
th io u g h o u t  the w orld  between righteousness and sin, between

ou r  L ord  and the god  o f  this  w orld  and his blinded repre­
sentatives, w ho ign orantly  th ink  th at  they are do in g  God 
service and are  often  fou n d  f ighting against the truth  and 
aga in st  the tru e  soldiers o f  the Cross, their brethren, even as 
in  the case o f  Paul. W e  rem em ber h ow  he, as Saul o f  Tarsus,  
persecuted the church, m istakenly  m isusing  his com bativeness 
in a  w ron g  w ay. W e  remember how the Lord  called to  him in 
the w ay, “ Saul, Saul, w h y  persecutest thou  me W h y  are 
y o u  fighting  aga in st  God, opposing  the truth  and his cause? 
In  P a u l ’ s case we see h ow  that as soon as the eyes o f  his 
u nderstand ing were opened he became a m ost  valian t  soldier 
o f  the cross, hesitating  n o t  to  lay down Ins life in the service 
o f  the L o r d  and the brethren, w ho once he had ign orantly  
opposed.

I t  w as  the same com bativene 'S  which m ade Paul a v io len t  
persecutor  th a t  subsequently made h im  the m o s t  va lian t  o f  
th e  apostles  in the defence o f  the truth. A n d  so it was a lso  
w ith  others o f  the  apostles. Those w ho  had the largest 
am ou n t  o f  com bativeness n aturally ,  when it was turned into  
the proper channels, became thereby the s trongest and m ost  
v a l ia n t  f o r  the  truth .  Peter, for  instance, fu l l  o f  com bative ­
ness, and a t  first seriou sly  im peded by  it, ready in defence o f  
the Lord  to  sm ite  o f f  the ear o f  the high pr iest ’ s servant, was 
v e r y  v a l ia n t  subsequently  in the use o f  his  talents to  the 
L o r d ’s praise. Jam es and John, tw o  others specia lly  favored 
and recognized o f  the Lord, and specia lly  used in the service 
o f  the truth , were o f  com bative  dispositions,  so m uch so that 
they' were known as the “ sons o f  t h u n d e r ; ”  and it was these 
tw o  w ho were so incensed at the Sam aritans w ho refused to  
receive ou r  L o r d  in to  their  city ,  and who were so full o f  love 
and zeal fo r  the M aster  th at  they inquired. “ Lord, wilt  thou 
th a t  w e call dow n fire from  heaven to consume these men 
and their  c i t y ? ”  They had the combativeness, they had the 
courage, th ey  had the z ea l ;  but  they had not yet learned how 
to  d irect  it , and so the M aster  intim ated, when he said. “ Y e  
kn ow  n ot  w h at sp ir it  ye  are of.  The Son o f  M an came not to  
destroy' m en ’ s lives, b u t  t o  save th em ."  B y  and by, when they- 
w ere anointed w ith  the h o ly  sp ir it  at P en teco 't .  and had 
learned gra d u a l ly  w h at sp ir i t  they  w eie  o f  (w h at  spirit the 
M aster  was of,  and wdiat sp ir it  they m u ' t  be o f  as his 
d is c ip le s ) ,  they  understood better how their  com bativeness 
and zeal were to  be used. A n d  hence we find them loyal 
soldiers o f  the cross, shunning n o t  danger, e n d u n n g  hardness 
as good  soldiers o f  the L ord  Jesus, even unto death

I t  was this  n atural  com bativeness co i i 'ecrated  to  God, and 
r igh tly  directed through  the spirit,  th a t  led Petc i  and one of  
the others, when threatened, and charged stra it ly  by the S an ­
hedrin that they  should preach  no m ore in the name o f  Tesus. 
to  courageously ' w ithstand  this  illega l  restraint upon their  
liberties and r ights  as Jews, under the Law , and to  be obedient 
to  the  voice  o f  the heavenly call , and to  dec laie ,  “ W hether it 
be r ight  in the s ight o f  G od to  hearken unto  you m oie  than 
u n to  God, ju d g e  y e . F or  we can not  but speak ihe things 
w hich  we have seen and heard”  (A c ts  4• 19 -20 1 . The L o id  
knewT w h om  he was choosing  for  his a p o s t le ' ,  and we -ee 
c learly  that weak, vaci l la t ing , nerveless men would  m u  have 
se ived  the cause as did these whom Jesus ch o 'c .  And it is hut 
reasonable th at  we conclude that the Lord  s im ila i ly  th iou gh -  
out tins age, is seeking for  and choosing  s t io n g  i h a i . o t e i 1- 
those w ho  dare to  do r ig h t :  w ho dare to incui the frown o f  
the w orld  and its s lights and sneer ' ,  its scofis  and it -  lee i -  its 
p e ise d it io n  because o f  fidelity to the L o id  and to the lueth- 
len. This is o v e r c o m in g :— and to  whatever extent any lea lr 'e  
that thev  are deficient in these qualities  let them cu lt ivate  
tins  com bativeness  m  th is  proper direction— to com bat w eak­
ness. com bat  sin. com bat subseiv iency  to those th ings which 
a ie  con trary  to  the L o r d  and his W ord .

FAITH AND THE MESSAGES ALSO ESSENTIAL 
B u t com bativeness alone would n ot  be sufficient. It needs 

p rop ort ion ate  faith , in order to  use the com bativeness a u g h t .  
H ence we hear our L o r d ’ s w ord , “ This is the v ic tn iy  th at  
overcom eth  the world ,  even y o u r  f a i t h ”  Faith  m  the Lord 
m ust be the powei th at  w il l  m ove  his people and energize 
them. N o t  faith  in creeds, nor  faith  in men, nor  faith  in 
oui selves, but  fa ith  in the Lord and in his exceeding pvieat 
and precious promises. A s  the steam boat wheels represent its 
com bativeness, by  w hich  it battles against and pushes the 
water ,  and thus is enabled to  go  upstream , so its steam- 
power, th rou gh  the engine, represents faith , which m u st  be 
behind the combativeness, to  exercise the com bativeness— to 
lead us to endure hardness, to  d irect  us in fighting the good 
fight and to  hope for  the rewards to be attained

S im ilar ly  the fuel and the bo iler  generating the steam 
represent the W o r d  and providences o f  God, which produce in 
us the cause, the power o f  the faith  w hich  energizes us 
in stem m ing the current. The exceeding great and precious
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prom ises  o f  the d iv ine  W o r d  were given  to  us as the basis o f  
faith .— as the fuel to  produce  the pow er in us to  iw ff  and to  
do G od ’ s g ood  pleasure (Phil .  2 : 1 3 ) .  A n d  hence these gracious  
promises must not be neglected ; they  m u st  he con tin u a lly  used 
and m u st continue in us to  energize us. A n d  the energy m u st 
he applied, and we m ust progress  p roport ion ate ly  aga in st  the 
course o f  this  w orld ,  i f  we w ou ld  atta in  to  the g lo r iou s  con ­
ditions to w hich  we have been called.

W h ile  we should  rem em ber ( les t  otherw ise  w e  should  
be d is co u ra g e d ) ,  th a t  the atta inm ent o f  a con tro l  o f  our  ow n 
spirits, our  own minds, and the br in g in g  o f  these in to  fu ll  
accord, fu l l  harm on v , w ith  the L o r d  and, so fa r  as possible, 
in to  a e co id  w ith  all o f  the L o r d ’ s people  w h o  are  in accord 
with him, is t o  be “ f inally,”  nevertheless w o are not to  delay 
our endeavor to  reach th a t  final and gran d  developm ent to  
w hich  the A post le  exhorts  us in ou r  text.  W e  are to  have it  
con tin u a lly  before  us as the  standard, the ideal, the a im , and 
a lthough  we m a y  fa i l  time and  again, i f  we are r igh t ly  exer­
cised in the m atter  w e w i l l  be s tronger as the result  o f  
every f a i lu r e ; fo r  each fa i lure  w i l l  show us m ore  c lear ly  than 
w e discerned prev ious ly  the w eak  points o f  ou r  characters, 
n atu ra l lv  resu lt in g  from  the fall. A n d  i f  each weak po in t  be 
care fu l ly  noted and guarded  aga in st  as respects the fu ture  we 
w il l  com e b v  and by. b y  the grace  o f  G od and under the direc­
tion o f  our great Teacher, b y  his  W o r d  and exam ple,  and 
providentia l  lendings, to  th at  subdued condit ion, th a t  h a r ­
m onized condit ion, w hich  w ou ld  a ccord  to  the expression  of  
the text A n d  to  such, look in g  back, even the fa i lures  w hich  
subsequentlv  lecogn ized  led to  greater  fo rt i f ica t ion  aga in st  the 
wiles o f  the A d v ersary  and the weaknesses o f  the flesh, m ay  
he seen to have been overruled b y  the L o r d  fo r  o u r  blessing 
accord ing  to his prom ise  th a t  a ll  th ings shall w o rk  together 
for  g ood  to  them that love him.

A s  we fnm lhi, in larger  and larger  measure, atta in  to  har- 
m on v— to tin' subduing o f  our n atural  dispositions  tow ard  con ­
tention. g ia d u a l lv  ge tt in g  these eombative tendencies in to  
accord  with the L ord  and his W o r d  and his Sp ir it ,  and in to  
accord  with  those w ho  are his, ou r  fe llow-soldiers in this  battle  
f o r  the r ight, ou r  condit ion  w ill  be w h at the A p ost le  here 
desci ibes : v i / . .  we w il l  have com passion  one o f  another. W e  
will expect to  see and will see “ the brethren”  s tr iv in g  fo r  the 
m a ste iv  over self  and we will be sym pathetic ,  com passionate ;  
so that if  tliev err th rou gh  weakness o f  the flesh, wre w il l  be 
c lad  to ie - t o t e  such m  the sp ir it  o f  meekness, rem em bering 
ourselves also lest we should be tem pted (G al.  f i : l ) .  W e  w il l  
love them as brothi en ought to  love— heartily ,  th orou gh ly— ■ 
sin h a love and such a sym pathy, such a com passion, as w ould  
lead us to  do eveivtli ing w ith in  ou r  power for  their  assistance ;  
— especially  a long the lines o f  sp ir itu al  assistance, in the eon- 
quel ing o f  sin. and in g row th  in grace  and knowledge  and 
l o v e ;— hut. neveitheless, a lso  in tem p ora l  m atters  as w e have 
op p ortu nity ,  as m ay  be possible to  us.

This com passion  and broth er ly  love am on gst  the sp ir itual  
brethren, even as respects tem pora l  m atters ,  cannot surely  be 
less than it would  be am on gst  n atural  brethren. Indeed, 
inasm uch as the sp ir itu al  le la t ionsh ip  is the higher, the 
nobler, the gran der  o f  the two, w ith ou t  detract in g  anyth ing 
from  the love and affection and ob ligat ions  tow a rd  the fleshly 
brothei hood, it  w ou ld  im ply  th at  the sp ir itual  w ou ld  appeal 
t o  us still  m nie  strongly ,  so th at  we w ould  do a ll  for  a brother 
in C lu is t  in a tem pora l  w av  th a t  we w ou ld  do f o r  any  earthly  
b ro th e i— and m ore abundantly .  The  A p ost le  sets this  s tan d­
ard, saying, that we are to “ do g ood  unto  all men as w e have 
op p ortu n ity ,  especia lly  to  the household o f  fa i th .”

This o f  c o m s e  does n ot  m ean th at  wre are to  be negligent 
o f  those o f  ou r  own im m ediate  households  and ou r  special re­
sponsibilities  to  t h e s e ; but  it does m ean that aside from  these, 
the sp i i i tu a l  b iethren  should have the first p lace  in our hearts 
and in our sym pathies  and in ou r  love, and in all  th a t  this 
w ould  im ply  in the w a y  o f  sharing  w ith  them both  the sp ir ­
itua l  and the tem pora l  g ood  th ings w hich  we en joy ,  a ccord ing  
to  th eir  necessit ies. Those w ho have reached this  condit ion  
o f  h eart -h a im on y  w ith  the L ord  and w ith  his g rac iou s  plan 
w il l  have had such an experience in a tta in in g  to  th is  posit ion  
themselves th at  it  w il l  m ake them  p it i fu l  o f  others,— sy m p a ­
thetic  in the difficulties and tr ia ls  o f  others ; and it w i l l  m ake 
them “ eou iteou s ,”  polite , “ gentle tow a rd  a ll .”

In  a vvoid, a ccord in g  t o  the S cr ip tu ra l  standard, the elect 
church  o f  Christ should  be the m ost  polished, the m os t  re­
fined, the n io -t  polite , the m ost  generous, the most kind, o f  all 
the people in the w o r l d : — and should  be all these in the most 
absolute sen se : not in the mere sense o f  an ou tw ard  form  and 
appearance o f  kindness, gentleness, etc., so com m on  in the 
w o r ld ;  b u t  a gentleness, a kindness, proceeding from  the  heart,  
proceeding f i o m  an appreciation  o f  ttie L o r d ’s sp ir it  and tho 
sp ir i t  o f  the truth, the spirit  o f  love, and the sp ir it  o f  ju s ­

tice, a lso I t  is a grea t  m atter  th a t  we learn to  be th orou gh ly  
ju s t ,  and in a ll  o f  ou r  affairs  to  d o  u nto  oth ers  as we would  
wish th em  to  do  unto  us,— th a t  w e a ccord  them  the same l ib ­
erties th at  we ourselves w ou ld  w ish  to  en joy .  T ru ly ,  the 
law  o f  G od  is a wonderfu l  law, and  tr u ly  the people  w h o  are 
ta u gh t  o f  the L o r d  and trained in h arm on y  w ith  the divine 
w ill ,  m u st  be a  p ecu lia r  people , zealous o f  go o d  works.

Com bative  people  w ill  a lw ays  (w h ile  in the flesh) feel a 
disposition  to  re ta l ia te ;  b u t  those w h o  h ave  learned o f  the 
L o r d  the lesson o f  self-control ,  and w h o  have developed m eek ­
ness and brotherly-kindness and p ity ,  w i l l  thereby be prepared 
to  fulfil  the dem ands o f  o u r  text,— to n ot  render evil  f o r  evil, 
o r  ra il in g  fo r  railing. A n d  look in g  to  the L ord  as the p a t ­
tern they w il l  see h o w  it  was w ith  him, th a t  “ W hen  he was 
reviled he reviled n ot  again .”  N o t  because his enemies had 
fou n d  in h im  som ething th at  cou ld  p r op er ly  and ju s t ly  be 
reviled and evil spoken o f ; — nor because his enemies were 
so n ear ly  per fect  th a t  he cou ld  find n oth in g  in them  to  revile 
and speak evil o f ;  but  because he w as  so fu l l  o f  subm ission  to 
the divine w i l l  th a t  he w as  enabled t o  take  the scoffs and 
railings o f  the people, and to  bear these h u m bly  and patiently ,  
and to  rem ember th at  even  h ereu n to  he wan ca lled , th a t  he 
should  endure pat ient ly  and learn the lessons, and prove h im ­
self  fa i th fu l ,  and develop and dem onstrate  his true  character, 
and feel and m an ifest  his  p i ty  f o r  the people, in their  b l in d ­
ness and ignorance,  and his  love  f o r  them.

A n d  so i t  m u s t  be w ith  us as w e  g r o w  in  our L o r d ’ s c h a r ­
acter-likeness. W e  a lso  w il l  be less d isposed to  ra il  a t  those 
w h o  rail,  and to  revile  th ose  w h o  revile  us. W e  a lso  w il l  
be ready  to  suffer the loss o f  a ll  th in gs ,  and  to  d o  so w ith  
ch eerfu ln ess ;  yea, even to  r e jo ice  in  th e  tr ia ls  and  difficulties 
o f  th is  present t im e, kn ow in g ,  as the A p o s t le  declares, th a t  
these are  w o rk in g  o u t  fo r  us a fa r  m ore  exceed ing  and an 
eternal w e igh t o f  g lo ry .  W e  note  here th e  h ar m o n y  between 
P e te r ’s statem en t o f  th is  m atter  and  ou r  L o r d ’ s s tatem ent 
o f  i t ;  “ Bless th em  th a t  curse y o u ;  hless and curse n o t ”  
(P h i l .  3 - 8 ;  2 Cor. 4 : 1 7 ;  M att .  5 - 4 4 ;  R om . 1 2 :1 4 ) .  So the 
A p o s t le  says w e should  ra th er  render blessing. I f  w e  have 
n ot  y e t  a tta ined  to  this  h igh  s tan dard  w hich  i-  at the end 
o f  the race, the m ark  o f  per fe c t  love, w h o le  we love our 
enemies and are  rea d y  and w i l l in g  and an x iou s  to bless 
them, t o  help them, to  desire their  u p l i f t in g  ou t  o f  d a ik n css  
and degradation , and to  w ish  and do a ll  th a t  we can in 
h arm on y  w ith  this , the div ine plan, let us n o t  be d iscou ra ged ;  
but  let us press onward , th a t  as soon as possib le  we m ay  
reach this  po int,  w hich  is the m ark  o f  per fected  character .  
For .  as the  A post le  says, “ even hereunto we w ere called, th a t  
we m ig h t  in her it  a b lessing .”

THE BLESSED INHERITANCE FOR WHICH WE ARE BEING
PREPARED

W e  were called to be the roya l  pr iesthood , under Jesus. the 
R o y a l  H igh  P r ie s t  o f  ou r  profession . W e  are instructed  in 
the S cr ip tu res  th at  th is  lo v a l  p r ie s th o o d  is to  be G o d ’ s 
agen cy  du r in g  the M illen nia l  age fo r  b r in g in g  b le -s in g  to  
the w or ld  o f  m an kind , and  “ hereunto  w e were ca l led "  that wo 
m ig h t  be fitted for  this  pr iesthood . The  A p os t le  tells us th a t  
in tho preparation  o f  our L ord  Jesus and his  test ing  as to  fit­
ness f o r  the pos it ion  o f  H ig h  Priest , i t  w as  neeessa iy  th a t  ho 
should  be tem pted, tr ied, and caused to  suffer, in order th at  
he m ig h t  be a m erc i fu l  and fa i th fu l  H ig h  P r iest  when tho 
t im e should  com e to  exercise  the a u th o r i ty  and pow er  o f  his  
office. S im ila r ly  it  is necessary  th a t  all w h o  would  be o f  
this  roya l  p r iesthood  should  have such experiences now as 
w ou ld  develop in th em  a lso  these p r in c ip les  o f  truth, r ig h t ­
eousness— such experiences as w ou ld  lead th em  to  love r ig h t ­
eousness and to hate in iq u ity — such experiences in b a tt l in g  
w ith  self  and in ga in in g  con tro l  ( a t  lea -t  so far  as the m ind, 
th e  w il l  is con ce rn e d ) ,  as w ould  con st itute  them v ictors  and 
develop in th em  these graces  o f  the sp ir i t  m entioned b y  the 
A post le ,  b ro th er ly  kindness, p it i fu lness,  com passion . A ll  these 
qualit ies  w ill  be requisite  in dea ling  w ith  the w orld  du r in g  
the M illen nia l  age. T h ey  w il l  be m erc i fu l  and fa i th fu l  h igh  
priests , because  th ey  w il l  kn ow  h ow  to  sym p ath ize  w ith  the 
p oor  w orld  in its fallen con dit ion , and h ow  to  m ake a l lo w ­
ances for  th em  in their  var iou s  efforts  to w a rd  rega in ing  the 
s tan dard  o f  per fect ion  then to  be established th rou gh  res t i tu ­
t ion  processes.

W e  w il l  be k ings as well as pr iests  then As kings we 
w il l  be endued w ith  pow er  to  con tro l  the world .  This will be 
further  proper  use o f  com bativen ess :  b u t  we are  n ot  fitted 
and prepared to  so con tro l  the w or ld  in the present t im e ;  
and therefore  the L o r d  directs  his  peop le  to  w ait ,  and  lon g  
for. and p r a y  for  his  k in g d om  t o  come, and his will to  be 
d o n e ;— to  be enforced w ith  h eavenly  p ow er  and au th or ity .  
These “ very e lect”  kings and pr iests  w il l  be fu l ly  qualif ied
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to  exercise their  pow er  in m oderation , for  then they  w ill  have 
the new bodies m  per fect  accord with the new m i n d s ;— the 
new minds which are now being developed, d isc ip lined and 
brou gh t  to that s tan da id  o f  per fect  love, w hich  is full o f  pity.

com passion , b roth er ly  kindness and harm on y . H o w  necessary, 
dear brethren, th a t  we learn these lessons, i f  w e  w o u ld  be 
prepared to be used in the g lo r iou s  service o f  the k in gdom  so 
short ly  to  be established.

HATED WITHOUT A  CAUSE”
(Skx 37 .12 -30 .— Oct. 0.

“ The p a tn a ic h s , m o icd  with c n iy ,  sold  J osep h  in to  E g y p t :  hut G od  was icith him .” — A cts  7 :9 .

U n d id ,  the d e .n ly  beloved wife o f  Jacob , was dead, but 
her h i d  Imin eon, J o -ep h  wa-, beloved by his father  above his 
ten oldei h.i H-ln otliei - And f io m  the n arrative  it is not 
uni e . i sonabl e  to i i - m n e  that tills love was not m erely  oil Il ls  
n i o t l i e i ' s  a<< omit, but that Joseph h im self  had  a kindness and 
noliilitv o f  d i .n u c le i  which specia lly  com mended him to  his 
t c t h c i  and dicw foitli  h i s  aflcction  A s  a son o f  his o ld age 
Jacob  wa~ inclined to  favor  Joseph in va i io i is  wavs, and
an ..... .. o t l io i -  p i o c u i c l  lm him an expensive1 iobe, o f  a kind
p i iu l i .u  to that tune samples o f  w hich  have leeen tly  been 
found in Rgvjit in the1 tom b o f  Ileni-TTiissan.— "long , r ich ly  
einbi onlei < d lobes  in v a i i o n -  patterns and co lors .”  w hich  seem 
to have been produced by sewing togetlioi small pieces o f  d i f ­
ferent eo lo is  [fei odot Us describes one1 sent as a present by 
tie'  k ing  o f  K gvpt,  which ‘had a vast num ber o f  figures o f  
anim als  in te iw oven  into its fabiie .  and was em broidered w ith  
gold

Jacob  p ioba li ly  did not realize to  w h a t  extent his  p a rt ia l i ty  
was cultivating- in his other sons a feeling o f  enm ity  and 
<>m v against, J osep h ,  and. indeed, we m a y  question  i f  i t  
w ould  have been to  Joseph 's  advantage, as respects develop­
ment o f  character, to  have remained at hom e under such c o n ­
d i t io n s ;  he would probab ly  have been a  spoiled y o u n g  man, 
pist as gi undpai cuts are very  a p t  to spoil gran dch ildren  by  
too  much pe t t in g  and p a rt ia l i ty ,  developing m  the favored 
child a ' [ in  it o f  pride, to  plague and in ju re  it for  the re- 
m aindei o f  li fe

The envy o f  his brothers over his father 's  p a r t ia l i ty  was 
intensified i,\ tw o  dream s w hich  Joseph  had, and w hich  he 
told them of, a pp aren t ly  with all s im p lic i ty  and innocencv. 
In the one dream he saw twelve sheaves in the field, one 
foi cmc  h ot the sons o f  Jacob , and the other  eleven sheaves 
bowed down to  his sheaf. Tn the other dream  he saw the 
sun, m oon , and eleven stars bow  down to  him. I l is  brothers 
were incensed at any  th ou gh t  o f  his u lt im ate  su p er ior ity  to  
them, who were his e ld e is ;  and even his father repudiated the 
thoiiLdit that the d ieam  could have any  meaning, since it  
would im ply  that Joseph w ould  be greater than his parents, 
as well  a -  greater than his b iethren  W o  are not to  account 
foi th"~e di earns as the w ork o f  the boy 's  im ag inat ion  and 
am bition  a lthough such m a y  be the ease m  respect to  m an y  
biennis la th er  we are to  understand th at  those dream s were 
prophetic that Clod was fo iete l l in g ,  foreshadow in g  the future  
— to the intent that Jacob  and Joseph and his brethren m ight 
all eventually  di~eem that the L ord 's  hand was connected 
w ith  all the- pecu liar  c ircum stances  o f  Ins l i f e ; — th at  G od 
foreknew and o v e n  tiled them in the m anner in w hich  they 
u lt im ate ly  iesulted. This forestatem ent would  make the les­
sons ma nv tune's more1 weighty ,  when they  would  be u n d er ­
stood. p i ' t  as p rophet ic  dec larations respecting  our L ord  and 
his expel iciice a ie  the more con vinc ing  on this account.  The 
dieanis w e ie  fulfilled later on, when J a co b  and his fam ily  
piesented themselves before  Joseph, a prince in E gyp t,  and  
made obeisance to  h im as to  a king.

W ell  does the A p os t le  class envy as one o f  the works o f  
the flesh and the devil . fGal.  a '19-211 I t  is a seed which 
thrives la p id ly  in anv heart vvlieie it takes root, and w ho 
can tell w hat b itter  fru itage  it will p r o d u c e ’  So rank had 
been its grow th  m the hearts o f  J o se p h ’s brethren th at  when 
he came to them m the field at Dothan  with a message from  
his father  their  env v overflowed all bounds, and th ey  p r e ­
meditated m urder Subsequently , at the instance o f  Reuben, 
one o f  their  number, his life  was s p a ie l ,  and he was m erely  
pmt into a pit a dry  cistern, to  die o f  s ta rv a t io n ;  Reuben, 
however, p rem edita tin g  his  deliverance. Subsequently, a t  the 
instance' o f  his hi other  Judah, his  life  was spared from  the 
p it  and he was sold to some t ia v e l in g  m erchants  as a slave 
for the Egyptian  m arket where short ly  a fterw ard  he was 
installed as a servant in the bouse o f  Pot iph ar .  H o w  hard 
must have been the hearts o f  these brethren, and h ow  sore 
and afTrmhted the heart o f  Joseph, the favored  child o f  his 
f a t h e r 1 The n a ira t iv e  tells  us n oth in g  respecting  h is  tears, his 
entreaties and the refusal o f  his brethren, but an accou n t  o f  
this  is given us elsewhere (Gen 4 2 - 2 1 ) ,  fo r  the g u i lty  b re th ­
ren. when in troub le  themselves, exclaim ed, “ W e  saw the

anguish o f  his  soul when he besought us, and vve w ou ld  n o t  
h ear :  therefore  is this  distress come upon u s . ”

W h oever  finds envy, hatred  or m alice  in bis  h e a it  in any 
degree should  k n ow  th a t  he is h a r b o in ig  an en em y, a sp ir it  
w hich, under certain circum stances, m ig h ty  q u ick ly  develop 
in to  a sp ir it  o f  m urder.  The Apostle',  therefore, urges all  
w ho  have become new creatures m  C ln ist  Jesus to m or t i fy ,  
to  kill ,  to b u iv ,  to  p u t  away, the xpn it o f  evil , o f  hatred, o f  
s t i i fe ,  o f  envy, and th rou gh  the tran s form in g  influence o f  the 
L ord 's  S p ir it  to  put on more and m ore day by  day. the S p ir it  
o f  love, the S p ir it  o f  Christ W e  can sec* a lesson m  the ex p e ­
rience o f  Joseph 's  breth ren ;  and even though envy never led 
us thus far . it should be an il lustrat ion  to  us o f  its tendency, 
and vve should hate it and p r op ort ion a te ly  e iad ieate  it from  
our lieaits.

The  ch ie f  p o in t  o f  this  lesson is its i l lustrat ion  o f  div ine 
providence.  I t  rem inds the children o f  G od o f  this  Gospel 
dispensation  o f  the prom ise  o f  the L ord 's  word, that “ all  
th ings shall  w ork  together for  g o o d  to those w ho  love G od .”  
I t  teaches us h ow  im p lic i t ly  we m a y  rely  upon div ine pow er 
and w isdom  and love, even when all th ings seem to be against 
u s ;  and a L o  h o w  fut i le  are all the powers  o f  oui enemies 
to  do us real in ju ry  i f  G od  be for  us (R om . 8 31 ) A jq iar-  
entlv  the sp ir i t  o f  m urder was in the nine b iethren  and 
a pp arent ly  had the L o id  n ot  so led the m atter  about, some o f  
them w ould  have killed Joseph quick ly  But we a ie  not to  
supjiose that it  was the on ly  w av  G od could have adopted 
for  b r in g ing  .Tosejih in fo  Egvjvt. and u lt im ate ly  (Gen 41 40) 
to  it~ throne, to  be the life -g iver (b ien d -p rov id ed )  for  the 
E gyp tian s  in their  fam ine, and also for  the1 Israelites, and 
thus to  lead on to the ea jit iv itv  o f  the whole nation o f  Israel 
in E gyp t,  and to  their d isc ip line and education  m  the arts  
known to the E gyp tian s ,  and u lt im ate ly  to cause their  d e ­
liverance, as he did. W e  are to remember that the A ll -m ig h tv  
is A ll -w ise  as well  as A ll -pow erfu l ,  and that lie could  have 
selected any  o f  m an y  w av«  to  aceom jdish  Ins jnirpose The 
lesson il lustrates, however. G o d ’s w isdom , by  which be is able, 
n ot  on ly  to  eircumxTent the m achinations o f  evil men, but also 
to  use their  evil deeds to  serve his jnirjioses. to  ca rry  out lus 
designs, and to  bless those w hom  he m leading. W o u ld  th at  
all o f  G o d ’ s consecrated people, s p n itu a l  Israelites  indeed, 
m igh t  obta in  a grea t  im petus to  fa ith  from  this h "s o n .  and 
henceforth re ly  more s tron gly  and fu l ly  than evei upon the 
L ord  and  the pow er o f  Ins m ight W h a t  a jieace, w hat a iov. 
w h at a com fort  it  brings, to  be able bv  faith to realize that 
the L ord  is a t  the helm in respect to  all o f  our  interests and 
affairs, tem pora l  and sp ir i tu a l '

Those w ho can plan m urder, and w ho are full  o f  envy, 
m alice  and hatred, w i l l  n ot  hesitate to  sujiport their evil w a y  
by  fraud , deception, ly ing . And so it was with the ten breth ­
ren. T h ey  took  the coa t  o f  m an y  colors ,  they  draggled it  in 
b lood, and sent i t  to  their  father  Jacob , proba b ly  at the hands 
o f  a  messenger. N ev er  dou bt in g  th em . J a co b  assented at on ce  
to  the propos it ion  th a t  his  beloved son had been ei ne lly  de ­
vou red  b y  a w ild  beast, and he m ou rn ed  his loss, app aren t ly  
for  y e a r s :— his other sons va in ly  endeavoring  to co m fo r t  him, 
and, no doubt, suffering to  some extent anguish  on a ccou n t  
o f  their  deeds. P erhaps  this  experience w ith  evil was beneficial 
u l t im a te ly  both  to  J a cob  and his  sons. Indeed, the subsequent 
n arra tive  seems to  im p ly  this . A n d  there is a lesson here f o r  
us, to  the effect that those w ho  y ie ld  to  evil  influences m a y  
subsequently  learn valuable  lessons th erefrom , and that we m a y  
entertain  hope for  their  recovery  to  righteousness This  is a 
p a r t  o f  ou r  hope respecting the w orld  in the  com in g  M il le n ­
nial age— th a t  present experiences w ith  sin. envy, hatred and 
str i fe  w il l  prove  va luable  to  them  b y  and bv, when they  
shall  have experienced some o f  the retr ibut ions  and h ave  
learned a m ore  excellent w ay, under the judgm ents  o f  th at  
time.

A s  Joseph  was hated b y  his  brethren, and that w ith ou t  a 
cause, and f igurat ive ly  killed, when sent to  them by his father, 
=o Jesus cam e to  his own brethren, the .Tews, came in th eir  
interest, as the representative o f  the Father, was hated w ith ­
out a  cause, and was actu a l ly  p u t  to  death, m urdered. N ever ­
theless. in the L o r d ’s providence  this  very  hatred w ill  u lti-
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