SEPTEMBER 1, 1901

we sometimes say, “I see God’s hand in this.”” And again,
we are informed that “all flesh shall see the salvation of
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God.™  And agam. ' Look unto me and be ye saved, all the
ends of the earth.”

Vor. XXII
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

A writer in the Advance facetiously points out the an-
tagonism between the Bible and its true friends on the one
side, and the Higher Critics on the other. But he does not
seem to 1ealize that the followers of these higher crities are
in most of the pulpits and in the most influential pews of
Christendom:—that the secret of the prevalent skepticism
and indifference of professing Christians is doudt. It is not
the loud and foul-mouthed infidelity of a century ago: but
much more insidious and dangerous, because it has a “form
of godlimess”—much more deeeptive to such as are sincere
truth-seckers. The writer saye:—

“Bevend any question some unknown writer gathered wp
the lecends of his time and wsed them to deseribe a hero,
whoem he named Abraham A later writer used the same
lerends, but he called his hero Isaaec. Without doubt all
these ~tores were invented to account for the supremacy of
Iviael over Edom.” So said a Rev. Dr. in his ‘lecture’ to
some fifty ladies of s chureh a few days since—in a Con-
gregational chuieh not tar fromm Boslon! At the close of the
leeture, amone others this question was asked: ‘Doctor, do
yvou believe that any such percons as Abraham and Isaac ever
Tived ™ *Well, T don’t know," replied the Doctor. ‘It is quite
possible that persons bearing those names have lived, but
probahlv these nimes r1epiesent nations or tribes. I should
say thht the weight of best modern scholarship is against
the theory that any such persons as Abraham end Isaac
actuallv hived? ™

Bemmge trom the backwoods and not familiar with the “best
modern scholarship.” T was wont to exelaim, “Such knowledge
is too wondeiful for me: 1t 1s gh, I cannot attain unto it!”

What a pity that Isaiah could not have heard a course
of Tectures ike these before he prophesied!  Then he would
have been spared the mortitieation of making such a reference
as we tind m his prophees —Chapter 41:8:  “But thou, Israel,
art my ~ervant. Jacob whom T have chosen, the seed of Abra-
ham my frrend 7 And another blunder worse than the first:
“Look unto Abraham yow father, and unto Sarah that bare
vou- for 1 called him alone. and blessed him and increased
hi'™ But «f mav be that “the best modern scholarship”
will discover, if andeed 1t has not already proven, that no such
prophet as Isush ever prophesied or hived even; This would
do much m clearmg the way tor a sohd foundation for our
farth’

It 1~ a great pity also that Matthew could not have heard
ot 1ead a0 tew leetures concernimg the “higher eriticism” before
he wiote i~ Look. for he would have omitted the first chapter
whieh has decerved <o many sgnorant souls sinee his time! A
areat mamy people have Inved in times past and “fell on sleep”
believing that in some way Jesus was descended from Abra-
hom'  alis what agnorance!  Why could not the wise men
oi the Fast have discovered this new knowledge ages ago?

Moreover, what help ot would have been to Jesus if he
could have known the " last word ot our best modein scholar-
Sslup!'™  He would not have been deceived, nor would he have
decernved others by quoting trom those “old legends,” as He
did o Matt, 22-32- T am the God of Abiaham, and the
God of Isaae, and the God of Jacob!” Nor would He have
sards “Yowr father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he
saw 1t and was glad. 1 <ay unto you before Abraham was I
am” John 8 56. 58, Then think of the unfortunate Stephen!
Had he only known the re<ults of “the best modern scholar-
ship™ he never would bave spoken as he did in Aets 7:5—and
o might bave saved his hife’  1If he was ignorant or so
foolish a~ to 1eheaise as true a lot of “legends™ about people
who never lived, why should not the multitude gnash on him
with their teeth, stop their ears, jun upon him with one
accord, cast him out of the city and stone him to death!
James too wa~ deceved and quoted as a faet a passage from
those same “old legends™: Jas. 2:23.

But the most deluded of all those poor, ignorant men,
who lived and worked i the fiust century was Paul' How
unhappy he must be even in heaven (if there is any heaven),
if he now knows the “last word of best modern scholarship!”
His 1gnovance first appears m quoting the same “old legend”
that fooled James m Iis letter to the Galatians—3:6. He
repeats the myth m his letter to the Romans—4:1-4. But
worse than this, in the ninth chapter he digs up and palms off

onto the innocent and unsuspecting Romans a whole siring of
“legends!”

Ah me! Four years of preaching and working does not
seem to have broughi any more light mto his benighted 1nd!
for then he wrote that strange epistle to the Hebrews' Whe
can read the eleventh chapter of that epistle in the light of
“the best modern scholarship,” with any degree of allowance
for the ignorant writer?

Poor Paul'-—To think of the sermons written and spoken
from the “legends” quoted by Paul in that chapter 13 enough
to give a man spiritual nightmare! And the preachers have
believed those stories to be true, and so have deceived their
flocks. *“‘The blind leading the blind!” These deluded preach-
ers have cited Abraham for an example of faith, living, saving
faith, lo, these centuries past! And yet Abraham never lived!
To buttiess their sermons on piayer, these same preachers
have quoted again and again Abraham’s petitions as found in
the “lezends” recorded in Gen. 15, 17 and 18! What a debt
of gratitude we owe to the “higher ecriticism,” that our eyes
have been opened and that with the very beginning of this
glad new century “the best modern scholarship” has brushed
away the myths and “legends” of the ages and ¢iven u~ a
“new theology” founded upon the latest researches of * the
higher criticism!”

* * *

The scrious feature of the matter is, that Christian people
in general are but “babes” as respects a knowledue of God's
Word, and hence liable to lose their hitle all of faith: cspe-
cially when the doubts are suggested by their leaders, tc
whom they have been taught to look too implieitly for guid-
ance in matters of faith.

The Word of God clearly shows us that so geat a falling
away from the faith 1s to be expected here, in the end of the
age, as will justify our Master’s words,—“When the Son ot
Man cometh [is present] shall he find faith on the eaith”
(Luke 8 18) Thewe are the “pertlous time<” mentioned hv
the Apostle, and of whose deceptions our Loid said,—“If 1l
were possible [if they were not divinely aided] the very cleet
would be misled by them."—DMatt. 24:24, compare 2 Thes
2-10-12; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.

The only safe-guard for the Lord’s people now i< the
“present truth” with which the Lord 1s so bountifully sup-
plying the “table” of his fully consecrated people. God has
so arranged the outward evidences respecting the Bible that
the world and all who have the spirit of the world can find
plenty to cavil at and stumble over. The Lord’s intention was
and still is that only from the 1nside can his Word and plan
be seen in their true beauty and strength. Ile mtends it to
be “sufficient, that the man of God may be thoroughly fur-
nished unto every good work” But who are genuinely men
of God, 15 the question. The difficulty 1s that many profess-
ing to be men of God are men of their own—not con-cerated
and many of the consecrated are consecrated to a particular
work or theory or secet instead of to God. Now the “hour of
trial” has come which will show the real standing of cack
one professing godliness. God is now making it quite possible
for every “man of God” to be thoroughly furnmished fully
equipped, at the same time that he 15 permitting the \dver-
sary to bring in error like a flood.—Isa. 28-2, 18-20, 50 19

In view of these conditions let all whose eyes are open, ali
who see where we are and what is coming, be aleit tunst tor
themselves that they may be of the “brethren™ who will =ec
and be delivered, by giving the more earnest heed to the
things which God has shown us, lest we let them <ship: and
secondly, for all who give any evidence of being “brethren,”
to assist them as much as lieth in us. Thus we may make
our own calling and election sure, and munister grace to all
with whom we come in contact.—2 Pet. 1:10; Liph. 4 20

THE OUTLOOK—WAR AND PROSPERITY
As our readers are aware, we credit the pro-peiity of the
world during the past three years very largely to their wars,
which have put hundreds of millions of dollars into eirculation
among the people, and stimulated manufacturing, shipbuild-
g, ete., at a cost of an increase of public debts, whieh, being
put into the shape of negotiable bonds, is practically an

merease in the world’s circulating medium-—money.
Our principal reason for looking for a further period of
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wrosperity and aatlation - that i oav jwdament there s
scarcely time enough to peonit o panwe and peuod of general
prostration and then anothier penod of prospenty and infla-
rion and another panie, cte, by the tune which we think the
Seviptures gndicate as the tnae for the great eataclysm of
trouble. by whieh the pre-ent mstitutions ot Chistendom are
1o go down o avanehistie chaos The euhmination of the
trouble m October, 191F 1~ cdaarly marked in the Seriptures:*
ind we are hound theretore to expect a beginning of that
serere tiouble not later than 1910, —with -evere apasms
hetween now and then

Should the severe trouble come in 1916 we may infer that
it wall be precaded by a period of gradudd financial and ~oc1al
h~cmrbances. cmdar to those ot the past, and leading on
towairl the condition of desperation then, or sooner, to he
teachied, Per these 1easons we expeet the present wave of
pro-penty to roll on a hittle while. and sinee 1t conld not do
~o withont wai. o1 ~omething ot the kindo to put more money
ind more bords anto cnneulation—theretore we look for war,
po~~thly numerous small wars, posaably great ones, It is a
time for war- amd 1umors ot wars, and of cryving Peace,
Peace: but the end 15 not yet—a more pronounced federation
of Protestantism 1~ tiist to Le expedted. and a consequent
persecution ot such as wall retuse to worship at.

In harmonv with the torevoing, 1ead the tollowing ex-

tract  trom  that very conservative London journal, *The
Npectator U—

“‘THE LITTLE CLOUD"’

“One grand dilliculty of the past, the msufliciency of useful
products, 1~ bemg 1apidly obviated.  The world 18 being
searched tor more pleasant things, and with the new faeili-
fies tor antercommunieation the search 18 well rewarded.  As
tewards food, 1mdeed, always the first of human preoccupa-
f1on~, the world has been pooled, and where absurd laws do
no intertere bread 1s now so abundant and so cheap that the
jge-long ascendencey ot those who by owning the soil controlled
tts productron is threatened, and will probably disappear. It
i~ wote than probable that the speed of human tiansit, and
the inherent power of the instruments used by man to lighten
toil, will be enormously increased—a new and hghter ac-
cimulator ot electricity would effect that at once—while 1t
1~ possible that the fertility of the earth itself, the locked
treasure-house ot all things, may be materially increased. The
energy of white mankind. 1elieved of manv superincumbent
werzhts, has been developed beyond precedent, and the highest
men of seience sce dimly that even man’s power of thinking
nmuy be enlarged by a comprehension of laws as great as
sravitation which are <till hidden from his ken, but the filmy
verl ot which shows an melination to disappear  The rolling
hach of the heavens' 1 the htteenth century, ou which
thinhers and rhetoneians have so often dilated, would hardly
expand man’s conceptions more than an accurate and fairly
full comprehension of the nature and properties of the all-
pervading though invisible substance which we have agreed to
2all the ether.

“In the midst of all these facts and prospeets men remain
=tlly, and a new and serious danger bewilders all who can
think  The white world may fling ity future away for the
sratitication of 1ts spites and greeds. The nations have become
conseous ot cach other, and they snarl. The fierce jealousies,
the fiereer greediness, the distrusts fiercest of all, which in
history are seen to have divided the dynasties, now divide the
peoples  ¥aeh is as angry when it sces another gain anything
as a dog when it sees a bone in another dog’s mouth. Each
think~ 1tself mmymed when another is enriched, and, what is
woist of all, eieh believes in its heart that every other is plot-
ting astutely and carefully to deprive all rivals of that which
they possess,

*The new hunger for comfort, the new knowledge of the
externol world and the riches it contains, unite with the new
ireedom and rapidity of intercommunication to produce a
natred of 1nvals at least as stiong as the ancient hatred of
raced o1 religions.  Gireat nations are ready to fight to the
leath for transmarime acquisitions, for privileges of trading,
and above all for profitable monopoliea. Governments are
torced to Cinterfere. usually with menace, to secure conces-
<ion- for their subjeets.  The popular papers are full of
protits about to be pilfered away. The more popular the
representative the more angiily he pleads for objeets which,
e plamer language. are lage profits to be reaped by his con-
~titvents It the Stote buys anvthing abioad he is furious;
it s anditterent to o foreign tanft he is in despair; if at
docs not prevent a aival raillway he asserta, and almost
beheves, in treachery an his rulers It i3 impossible for him
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to believe that the elaims of others may be well founded. and
the imputations in which he indulges resemble nothing so
much as those of priests against heretics or scholars againsg
cach other in the Middle Ages.

“In short, wintle the Governments are tranquil the pecples
hate each other to the point at which the maintenance of
peace becomes daily a more diflicult performanee. The spirit
infects all countries alike, even Great DBritain, usually so free
m her inner pride from any impulse cither of envy or appre-
hension; and if it cannot be allayed theie will in the end be
war. And war in England or with America now fully in-
cluded 1n the cirele of jealousics. would mean the disappoint-
ment for balf the centmy ot all the hopes with which it
begins, the waste of the new 1esources upon competitave and
skilful killing, and the diversion of all powers of thought

fiom  conquests over Natmie to conquests over each other.
Everything, in faet, i the tmme 13 propitious except the
nature of man. which mm it« new freedom fiom the pre--ure

ot ~utltcrmg is allowing the treest play to some ot his mcanest
m-tmets So far as safety and progress are concerned. the
woild has gained litlle by the cxchange of 10yal ambitiin as
the diiving foice in pelities for populm jealousy wnd greed.”

WHAT OTHERS ARE COMING TO SEE

The “tirocer’s (ritcrion” (Chicago) commenting on the
fiut and vegetable «careity iesulting trom the general dr-uth
of the past Summer ponts out that this means deprivation
to the poorer classes, and high prices tor hite's necessities, ete.
It then concludes —

“The cost of hiving everywhere will be enotmmousdy mercased
all over the countiy. With the coal tru-t puttm: up the
price ot coal and other trusts advancing the co-t or the nec-
essaries of lLife, the outlook for the masses 1~ not verv encour-
aging. The labor <itwation hus not mproved and taere 15 a
growing feeling of discontent among the poorer (lv~s in
every manufacturing locality.

“We have been empoymg a long period or pro~perity. bug
over-reaching greed will ~oon result in bringing about an in-
dustrial revolution  Nuccess has turned the hexds of ambi-
tious promoters, and they desite to control and monopolize
the business of the woild, which will eventually end onlv in
universal disaster. We believe that the beaimnning ot the end
of the present era is at hand. We look to see want, misery
and suffering 1n the near futwe., We expeet to hear ot out-
breaks, riots and bloodshed at almost any time. and the con-
ditions are 11pe for a bloody conflict hetween capital and fabor,

“The long drought will tend to aggravate the parties to
the present stiuggle.

“We can not 1easonably expect the dillicalties now exi~ting
to be soon amicably or justly settled. Greed 1~ apparent and
uppermost and is crushing labor with an iron hand, labor is
struggling for its very life with a far prospect ot being
overcome—yet there are no immediate signs of & pame,
There may be a slumbering voleano beneath us, but 1t has not
vet burst into fierv eruption. Dusiness men evelrywhere are
entrenching themselves to meet the emergency when it comes,
and to this conservative policy we may attribute the prezent
calmness in the commercial world and the absence of anything
like a panicky feeling among business men.”

Watch Tower and Millenmal Dawn readers have seen the
above conditions for these many years in the light of the
divine Word. The Editor has been proclaiming these things
for nearly thirty years. It is an evidence of the ripening of
the matter when the worldv can see them without the sccret
light of God’s Word.—clearly disceinible only by the “1oyal
priesthood” in the “holy” place in the light of ‘“the golden
candlestick.” But our sorrow for the world in view of its
coming catastrophe is mitigated by our knowledge of the
grand results to be thus brought about under the administra-
tion of the coming kingdom of Messiah. Praise God then
even for *“‘the day of wrath'”

PALESTINE’'S MINERAL WEALTH
Commercial Awakeming of the Holy Land Promised Under the Turkc

Washington, Aug. 6 —The Department of State has re-
ceived from Frnest L. Harris, Consular Agent at Eibenstock,
a report on the mineral treasures of Palestine. The report
says:

“Valuable mineral treasures have recently been discovered
in Palestine, so it is safe to say that the industrial awakening
of the Holy Land is no longer a dieam. It is true that the
areater part of the once flourishing country is a barren desert.
The lines of communication are miserable, and traffic is
unsafe, aside from the one railroad from Yafa to Jerusalem.

“The newly discovered mineral deposits lie on both sides
of the Jordan and the Dead Sea. The salt deposits of the
Dead Nea could he developed into an industry. The most im-
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portant of all the deposits is phosphate. At present the phos-
phate mines of Florida almost supply the world’s demand.
The immense fields of phosphate to the east and west of the
Jordan need only better means of traffic and communication
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in order to insure the development. This, it would seem, is
not far distant, as the Turkish Government is planning a con-
tinuation of the Yafa-Jerusalem Railroad, and steamboats are
already plying the Dead Sea.”

OUR SPECIAL EDITION LINEAR BIBLE

We have received a sufficient number of orders for the new
Bible to warrant us in proceeding with its publication. It
is to be printed from the regular “Linear Bible” electroplates
with special DaAwN and WaTcH ToweR references in the one-
inch-wide margins. Additionally we will add a Topical Index
giving Scripture references as well as DAWN and Warcu
TowkER references. These were prepared by two sisters in Los
Angeles, California.

Our readers are aware that these Bibles are being prepared
at considerable trouble, for their convenience and spiritual as-
sistance and not for financial profit: indeed, we run the risk

of losing something. We do not wish to urgc any orders, but
feel sure some who do not order will be greatly disappointed
when they see the books in the hands of others and think of
what they have missed. The price is only about one-third
that of the same book 2 1thout the wide-margin references which
will so greatly add to its value among WaTcu Towkgr readers.
See the illustration of type in our issue of July 15. Two
bindings, $2.00 and $3.00 post-paid.

Orders may be sent in at these prices during September;
but not later. Some will be printed, extra, for a party who
believes they will be in demand at much higher prices

“FINALLY, BE ALL OF ONE MIND”

“Finally, be all of one mind [ harmonious—in accord]l, having compassion one of another; love as brethrem, be pitiful, be cour-
teous; not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing; but contrariwise blessing, knowing that ye are thereunto called,
that ye should inherit a blessing.”—1 Pet, 3:8, 9.

Harmony does not mean alike-ness. Rather it signifies
unity with diversity: and this is the meaning of the Greek
word translated “of one mind” in our text. The Lord’s will
respecting his people does not contemplate exact sameness,
wholly ignoring individual characteristics and peculiarities: on
the contrary, a diversity with harmony is more desirable than
a sameness; as, for instance, it is the harmonious union of the
seven colors that constitutes the beauty of the rainbow. Seo
also in music: one strikes a chord on the piano or the organ
and the result is harmony, oneness, union—the variety of the
notes gives a melody which could not be obtained from any
one of them, or from a sameness of equal volume. This is the
thought the Apostle’s words give us in respect to God’s
people; they are of various natural temperaments and disposi-
tions and peculiarities, and the divine alchemy by which the
human is transmuted into the spiritual, the old mind into the
new mind, does not wholly destroy, and is not intended to
destroy, the eclements of character and disposition; but is
intended to take from each one its dross and imperfection and
discordancy, and thus to permit all eventually to unite in and
develop into a h.rmonious whole.

The Lord does not expect, however, that this condition of
complete harmony, will be attained by his people the instant
of their consecration. On the contraiy, as the Apostle indi-
cates 1 our text, this attainment of harmony is the result,
the glorious consummation,—rather than the beginning of the
work of grace in the Lord’s people: he says, “finally,” not
primazrily, we are to be all of one mind—harmonious. It re-
quires long years, gencrally, in the school of Christ, for his
disciples to so grow in grace and in knowledge and in love,—
ere they reach the gloiious condition expressed in our text,
even “finally.”

The Apostle Paul intimates that we are to continue so to
grow in graee and in knowledge, and in love, as to attain in
heart, in will, the stature of a perfect man in Christ. The
“babe” in Christ has not the stature of a “man,” and requires
first the milk of the Word, and subscquently the “strong
meat,” that it may grow thereby, and finally attain to the
ideal condition repre-ented in our text.—a condition of har-
mony with the Lord ard with each other, which indicates that
the work of grace has well progressed-—that the maik of
perfect love has been well attained in the heart, even though
it be not possible still to fully express it in every word and
act of life.

The Apostle Paul describes this transformation of life, this
growth, saving, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind,” but while it requires only a short time to give this
instruction, and does not require long to agree to follow the
instruction, it does require patient perseverance in well-doing
to comply with the instiuctions;—to fully attain to the
transformed conditions even in our hearts—so that we will
aright, however difficult it may be for us to always do right.
And here arises a difliculty: many do not clearly see just what
are the requirements, and hence go through life in a maze, 1n
perplexity, in doubt, in fear, lacking the rest and peace and
blessing which should come from a proper understanding and
a consistent endeavor.

No doubt all have been struck with the fact that those who
manifest the deepest interest in the divine plan are not
always the most smooth and most agreeable people in the
world: frequently they are so combative as to be continually

Iv—9

distressing both themselves and their friends by their unwis-
dom or theit disposition to wrangling and contention. The
very quality which the Apostle mentions in this text as like-
mindedness or harmony is peculiarly lacking, naturally, in the
disposition of the majority of those who become deeply in-
terested 1n present truth. And some have been inclined
hastily to condemn the doctrines and to say, This is not the
peaceable Spirit of Christ. Where the Spirit of Christ is
there should be love and harmony. So says the Apostle:
“Finally, be ye all of one mind” And this should be boine
in mind as being the final result of discipline and instrue-
tion in the school of Christ; by our attainment of this dis-
position to harmony (while at the same time loyal and
courageous for the truth), we may safely gauge our growth in
grace, knowledge and love.

We want to suggest an explanation as to why it is that
so many of the Lord’s people are combatively disposed. A
wrangling and contentious disposition is the result of large
combativeness—misdirected—unwisely exercised. Combative-
ness itself is not a bad quality. On the contrary, it is a good
quality,—a quality actually indispensable to the attainment
of the prize set before us in the Gospel. Those whe lack com-
bativeness, lack backbone; lack the ability to walk an up-
right life, under present conditions: they are like a boat on
the river which has neither oars nor wheel nor screw-
propeller.  They can do mnothing but float with the eurrent,
for they lack the apparatus necessary to stem it. There are
many goody-goody people who lack firmness, lack character,
lack combativeness, and who could not think of anything else
than floating with the popular current; and these fiequently
are mistaken for “saints” when they are nothing of the kind.
They are not even of the kind of material that the Lord takes
to make “saints” out of. They are unfit for his purposes
under the present call of this Gospel age: for all who are
called now to be of the elect chmch are called to be “over-
comers;” called to be victors; called to <tem the popular tide;
called to fight a good fight of faith and obedience, and such
as are totally lacking in firmness, in combativeness, in ehar-
acter, cannot possibly comply with these conditions, and are
not in the race.

So then, if any of those who have grasped the truth, and
who have been grasped and drawn by the truth to consecra-
tion to the Lord, have at times felt the perversity of their
natural dispositions—their combativeness, contentiousness and
wrangling disposition, and felt discouraged on tlus account,
let them thank God and take courage. Let them 1ealize that
this very disposition constitutes one qualification for enlist-
ment and service under the Captain of owr salvation:—
although such a service will mean the bringing of this con-
trary disposition into accord with the spiiit of love, whiech, in
the end, will mean that the wrangling disposition will be
subdued, and the combativeness be properly turned to good
account in another direction.

But while taking all the encouragement we can from the
thought that the Lord is wishing and is seeking and ealling
out a fighting class of “cuonquerors,” who could not be con-
querors unless there were something to conquer, and who
could not conquer unless they poscessed something of the con-
quering or combative disposition, let us nevertheless, promptly
take ourselves in hand, realizing that the good quality of
combativeness has 1n every instance been misdirected, and
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that from the moment we enlist as scldiers of the Cross of
Christ our combativeness is to be turned into mew channels.
We are to learn, first of all, that our combativeness is not to
be exercised toward the Lord, that we should resist his will;
but that, on the contrary, we are to make a full surrender to
him of our thoughts and words and conduct. We are to re-
member that combativeness is not to be used toward the
brethren; for to fight against the brethren is to fight against
God. against the truth, against the fellow-members of our own
brigade. Instead of fighting against the brethren, we are to
love them, and to fight for them, even as we are to fight for
the Lord and for the truth. We are to remember, too, that
our combativeness is not to be exercised against our friends,
our neighbors, or the world in general. Noj; all of these have
plenty to contend against without having our opposition. On
the contrary, they need our sympathy, they need our help,
they need our encouragement, they need whatever we can
render them in the way of uplift.

FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT OF FAITH--1 TIM. 6:12

How, then, and against what shall we exercise our com-
bativeness, that it may be well directed to the Lord’s please-
ment and in the service of his cause? We answer, that our
combativeness is to be turned against sin, and that its first
excreise must begin with ourselves: the battle with self is the
greatest battle, and we have the Lord’s Word for it that he
that “ruleth his spirit (his own mind, will) is better than he
that taketh a city,” because he has to that extent learned to
exercise the combativeness of a true character in the right
direction, in self-control. It is after we have had considerable
experience 1n battling with sin and selfishness in ourselves, in
casting the beam out of our own eyes, in subduing anger,
malice, hatred and strife in our own hearts and flesh—it is
then, and by means of this severe battle and cxperience, that
we will be prepared to assist the brethren, and to assist our
neighbors in their ditficulties—to help them to overcome their
besetments and weaknesses.

Whoever starts out by fighting even the sins of others
before he has made a vigorous campaign against his own weak-
nes~es and errors, is making a mistake. He needs humality
and sympathy to assist the others to fight their battles, and
this he cannot gain without first battling with himself and
learning to appieciate how stionyg is the foe to be contended
with, and how thoroughly entrenched is sin and selfishness
in all the avenues of the flesh lle even needs to be worsted
m some of his battles with self in order to have a clear
appreciation of his own inabihity to overcome and to force
hin to go to the throne of the heavenly grace to obtain mercy
and find grace to help. He needs this because, as the Apostle
~ay~, 1t is when we are weak that we arc strong; and when
we are strong in our <elf-confidence. and therefore neglect to
go to the Loid, then we are weak and liable to make failure
mm the battle, and to be overcome by the enemy—Sin.—Heb. 4:
16. 2 Cor. 12:10.

All those who have had any experience in the matter, and
who have leained how and where to direct their combative
energies, find that there 1~ full scope for the exeicise of every
particle of combativeness one possesses. (1) In himselt, con-
timually : as the Apostle expressed it, “I keep my body under,
and bung it 1nto subjection: lest that by any means, when
I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” (1
Cor. 9 27). O, how much of energy and how much per-
sistency in fighting the good fight of faith, and of loyalty to
the Lord, as needtul m the conquering of self—“bringing every
thoucht [and so far as possible, every word and act] into
captinity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cer. 10:5). DPlenty
of room here for combativeness: plenty of room for all the
contention and wranghng we want;—contention with sin and
self-willl wranghing with the will of the flesh and opposing it
ot every step—mortifving at, Lilling its affections and desires
No wonder the Apostle speaks of these present experiences as
a fight . no wonder he tells us that 'we must be prepared to
endime hardness as a good soldier of the Lord Jesus Christ

(2) .8 soon as the vietory over self has been gained, and
a~ ~oon as the new mind has put a gaitison in every quarter
o1 the eonquered body. to guard it from rising n insurrection,
to hold 1t in subjection to the King of kings and Lord of
lord-—forthwith all the remaining energies that can be spared
from self-control will find ample oppoitunity for usefulness
in battling for the Lord, battling for the brethren, batthing for
the truth, battling agamst error, batthng against all the
wiles of the devil, “for we are not ignorant of lis devices,” as
the Apostle declares.

(31 As the eyes of our understanding get opened, wider
and wiler, we see the great conflict that is progressing
thioughout the world between righteousness and sin, between
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our Lord and the god of this world and his blinded repre-
sentatives, who ignorantly think that they are doing God
service and are often found fighting against the truth and
against the true soldiers of the Cross, their brethren, even as
in the case of Paul. We remember how he, as Saul of Tarsus,
persecuted the church, mistakenly misusing his combativeness
in a wrong way. We remember how the Lord called to him in
the way, “"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?’—Why are
you fighting against God, opposing the truth and his cause?
In Paul’s case we see how that as soon as the eyes of his
understanding were opened he became a most valiant soldier
of the cross, hesitating not to lay down Is life 1n the service
of the Lord and the brethren, who once he had ignorantly
opposed.

It was the same combativeness which made Paul a violent
persecutor that subsequently made him the most valiant of
the apostles in the defence of the truth. .And so it was also
with others of the apostles. Those who had the largest
amount of combativeness naturally, when it was turned into
the proper channels, became thereby the strongest and most
valiant for the truth. Peter, for instance, full of combative-
ness, and at first seriously impeded by it, ready in defence of
the Lord to smite off the ear of the high priest’s servant, was
very valiant subsequently in the use of his talents to the
Lord’s praise. James and John, two others specially favored
and recognized of the Lord, and specially used in the service
of the truth, were of combative dispositions, so much so that
they were known as the “sons of thunder;” and i1t was these
two who were so incensed at the Samaritan~ who refused to
receive our Lord into their city, and who were <o full of love
and zeal for the Master that they inquired. “Lord. wilt thou
that we call down fire from heaven to consume the<e men
and their city?’ They had the combativeness. they had the
courage, they had the zeal; but they had not yet learned how
to direct it, and so the Master intimated, when he said, “Ye
know not what spirit ye are of. The Son of Man came not to
destroy men’s lives, but to save them.” By and by, when they
were anointed with the holy spirit at Pentecost. and had
learned gradually what spirit they were of (what spint the
Master was of, and what spirit they must be of as s
disciples), they understood better how their combativeness
and zeal were to be used. And hence we find them loval
soldiers of the cross, shunning not danger, enduiing hardness
as good soldiers of the Lord Jesus, even unto death

It was this natural combativeness con-ecrated to Gaod, and
rightly directed through the spirit. that led Peter and one of
the others, when threatened, and charged straitly by the San-
hedrin that they should preach no more in the name of Jesue.
to courageously withstand this ¢llegal restraint upon their
liberties and rights as Jews, under the Law, and to be obedient
to the voice of the heavenly call, and to declare. "Whether 1t
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard” (Aets 4-19-200. The T.nd
knew whom he was choosing for his apostles. and we «ce
clearly that weak, vacillating, nerveless men would not have
served the cause as did these whom Jesus cho-e.  And it 1= hut
reasonable that we conclude that the Lord similaily throngh-
out this age, is seeking for and choosing stiong (laracters
those who dare to do right: who dare to incur the frown of
the world and its slights and sneer-. 1ts scoffs and 1t~ jecr~ its
persecution because of fidelity to the Lord and to the hieth-
1en. This i8 overcoming:—and to whatever extent any r1ealize
that they are deficient in these qualities let them cultivate
this combativeness m this proper direction—to combat weak-
ness. combat <in. combat subserviency to tho-e things wlnch
are contrary to the Lord and his< Word.

FAITH AND THE MESSAGES ALSO ESSENTIAL

But combativeness alone would not be sufficitent. It needs
proportionate faith, in order to use the combativeness anight.
Hence we hear our Lord’s word, “This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even yvour faith” Faith in the Lord
must be the power that will move his people and energize
them. Not faith in creeds, nor faith in men, nor faith in
ourselves, but faith in the Lord and in his exceeding mreat
and precious promises. As the steamboat wheels represent its
combativeness, by which it battles against and pushes the
water, and thus is enabled to go upstream, <o its steam-
power, through the engine, represents faith. which must be
bhehind the combativeness, to exercise the combativeness—to
lead us to endure hardness, to direct us in fighting the good
ficht and to hope for the rewards to be attained

Similarly the fuel and the boiler generating the steam
represent the Word and providences of God, which produce in
us the cause, the power of the faith which energizes us
i stemming the current. The exceeding great and precious
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promises of the divine Word were given to us as the basis of
faith.—as the fuel to produce the power in us to wll and to
do God’s good pleasure (Phil. 2:13). And hence these gracious
pramises must not be neglected; they must be continually used
and must continue in us to energize us. And the energy must
be applied. and we must progress proportionately against the
course of this world, if we would attain to the glorious con-
ditions to which we have been called.

While we should remember (lest otherwise we should
he discouraged), that the attainment of a control of our own
spirits, our own minds, and the bringing of these into full
accord. full harmonv, with the Lord and, so far as possible,
into arcord with all of the Lord’s people who are in accord
with him, is to be “finally,” nevertheless we are not to delay
our endeavor to reach that final and grand development to
which the Apostle exhorts ug in our text. We are to have it
continually before us as the standard, the ideal, the aim, and
although we may fail time and again, if we are rightly exer-
cised in the matter we will be stronger as the result of
everv failure; for each failure will show us more clearly than
we discerned previously the weak points of our characters,
naturallv resulting from the fall. And if each weak point be
carefully noted and guarded against as respects the future we
will come by and by. by the grace of God and under the direc-
tion of our great Teacher, by his Word and example, and
providential leadings. to that subdued condition, that har-
monized condition, which would accord fo the expression of
the text  And to such, looking back, even the failures which
subsequently 1ecognized led to greater fortification against the
wiles of the Adversary and the weaknesses of the flesh, may
he seen to have been overruled by the Lord for our hlessing
according to his promise that all things shall work together
for good to them that love him.

As we finally, in larger and larger measure, attain to har-
monv—to the subduing of our natural dispositions toward con-
tention. ci1aduallv getting these combative tendencies into
accord with the Lord and his Word and his Spirit, and into
accord with those who are his, our fellow-soldiers in this battle
for the right, our condition will be what the Apostle here
describes: 1is.. we will have compassion one of another. We
will expeet to see and will see “the brethren” stiiving for the
misterv over self and we will be sympathetic. compassionate;
<o that if thev err through weakness of the flesh, we will be
elad to re~tore such in the spirit of meekness, remembering
ourselves alsn lest we should be tempted (Gal. 6:1). We will
love them as brethien ought to love—heartily, thoroughly—
such a love and such a ~vmpathy. such a compassion. as would
lead us to do everything within our power for their assistance;
—especially along the lines of spiritual assistance, in the con-
quening of sin, and in growth in grace and knowledge and
Jove;—hut, nevertheless, also in temporal matters as we have
opportunitv, as may be possible to us.

This compassion and brotherly love amongst the spiritual
brethren, even as respects temporal matters, cannot surely be
less than 1t would he amongst natural brethren. Indeed,
inasmuech as the spiritual 1elationship is the higher, the
nobler, the grander of the two, without detracting anyvthing
from the love and affection and obligations toward the fleshly
brotherhood, it would imply that the spiritual would appeal
to us <till more stronglv. <0 that we would do all for a brother
m Christ in a temporal wav that we would do for any earthly
brothei—and more abundantly. The Apostle sets this stand-
ard, saving. that we are to *“do good unto all men as we have
opportumty. especially to the household of faith.”

This of course does not mean that we are to be negligent
of those of our own immediate households and our special re-
sponsihilities to these; but it does mean that aside from these,
the ~pititual brethren should have the first place in our hearts
and in our svmpathies and in our love. and in all that this
would implv in the way of sharing with them both the spir-
itual and the temporal good things which we enjov, according
to their necessities. Those who have reached this condition
of heart-harmony with the Lord and with his gracious plan
will have had such an experience in attaining to this position
themselves that it will make them pitiful of others.—sympa-
thetic in the difficulties and trials of others: and it will make
them “courteous,” polite, “gentle toward all.”

In a woid, according to the Seriptural standard, the elect
church of Christ should be the most polished, the most re-
fined, the most polite. the most generous, the most kind, of all
the people in the world:—and should be all these in the most
absolute =ense: not in the mere sense of an outward form and
appearance of kindness, gentleness, ete.. so common in the
world: but a gentleness. a kindness, proceeding from the heart,
proceeding fiom an appreciation of the Lord’s spirit and the
spirit of the truth, the spirit of love, and the spirit of jus-
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tice, also Tt is a great matter that we learn to be thoroughly
just, and in all of our affairs to do unto others as we would
wish them to do unto us,—that we accord them the same lib-
erties that we ourselves would wish to enjoy. Truly, the
law of God is a wonderful law, and truly the people who are
taught of the Lord and trained in harmony with the divine
will, must be a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

Combative people will always (while in the flesh) feel a
disposition to retaliate; but those who have learned of the
Lord the lesson of self-control, and who have developed meek-
ness and brotherly-kindness and pity, will thereby be prepared
to fulfil the demands of our text.—to not render evil for evil,
or railing for railing. And looking to the Lord as the pat-
tern they will see how it was with him, that “When he was
reviled he reviled not again.” Not because his enemies had
found in him <omething that could properly and justly bLe
reviled and evil spoken of;—nor because his enemies were
so nearly perfect that he could find nothing in them to revile
and speak evil of; but because he was so full of submission to
the divine will that he was cnabled to take the scoffs and
railings of the people, and to bear these humbly and patiently,
and to remember that even hereunto he was called, that he
should endure patiently and learn the lessons, and prove him-
self faithful, and develop and demonstrate his true character,
and feel and manifest his pity for the people, in their blind-
ness and ignorance, and his love for them.

And so it must be with us as we grow in our Lord’s char-
acter-likeness. We also will be less disposed to rail at those
who rail. and to revile those who revile us. We also will
be ready to suffer the loss of all things, and to do so with
cheerfulness; yea, even to rejoice in the trials and difficulties
of this present time, knowing, as the Apostle declares, that
these are working out for us a far more exceeding and an
eternal weight of glory. We note here the harmony between
Peter’s statement of this matter and our Lord’s statement
of it: “Bless them that curse vou; hless and curse not”
(Phil. 3-8; 2 Cor. 4:17; Matt. 5-41; Rom. 12:14). So the
Apostle says we should rather render blessing., If we have
not vet attained to this high standard which i~ at the end
of the race, the mark of perfect love, wheie we love our
enemies and are ready and willing and anxious to bless
them. to help them, to de<ire their uplifting out of daikness
and degradation., and to wich and do all that we can in
harmony with this, the divine plan, let us not be discouraged;
but let us press onward, that as soon as possible we may
reach this point. which is the mark of perfected character.
For. as the Apostle <ays. “even hereunto we were called, that
we might inherit a blessing.”

THE BLESSED INHERITANCE FOR WHICH WE ARE BEING
PREPARED

We were called to be the roval priesthood. under Jesu-. the
Royal High Priest of our profession. We are instructed in
the Scriptures that this 10val priesthood is to he God’s
agency during the Millennial age for bringing bles<ing to
the world of mankind, and “hereunto we were called” that we
might be fitted for this priesthood. The Apostle tells us that
in the preparation of our Lord Jesus and his testing as to fit-
ness for the position of High Priest, it was necessaiy that he
should be tempted, tried, and caused to suffer, in order that
he might he a merciful and faithful High Priest when the
time should come to exercise the authority and power of his
office. Similarly it is necessary that all who would he of
this roval priesthood should have such experiences now as
would develop in them also these principles of truth. right-
eousness—such experiences as would lead them to love richt-
eousness and to hate iniquitv-—such experiences in battling
with <elf and in gaining control (at least so far as the mind,
the will is concerned), as would constitute them victors and
develop in them these graces of the spirit mentioned by the
Apostle, brotherly kindness, pitifulness, compassion. All these
qualities will he requisite in dealing with the world during
the Millennial age. Thev will be merciful and faithful high
priests, because they will know how to sympathize with the
poor world in its fallen condition, and how to make allow-
ances for them in their various efforts toward regaining the
standard of perfection then to be established through restitu-
tion processes.

We will be kings as well as priests then Az kingz we
will be endued with power to control the world. This will be
further proper use of combativeness: but we are not fitted
and prepared to so control the world in the present time;
and therefore the T.ord directs his people to wait, and long
for. and pray for his kingdom to come, and his will to be
done;—to be enforced with heavenly power and authority.
These “very elect” kings and priests will be fully qualified
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to exercise their power i moderation, for then thev will have
the new bodies 1 perfect accord with the new minds:—the
new minds which are now heing developed, diseiplined and
brought to that <tandard of perfect love, which is full of pity.
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compassion, brotherly kindness and harmony. How necessary,
dear brethren. that we learn these lessons, if we would be
prepared to be used in the glorious service of the kingdom so
shortly to be establishel.

“HATED WITHOUT A CAUSE”

GEXN

37.12-36.—O0cT. 6.

Gorprx Tix1.—"The patraichs, moied with enry, sold Joscph imio Egypt: but God was with him.”—Acts 7:9.

Richel. the dearly heloved wife of Jacoh, was dead. but
her finst born ~on, Joseph was beloved by lus father above lus
ten older hatf-lnother~  And fiom the narrative 1t 1~ not
untea~onahle to a<cume that this love was not merelv on hiw
mother’s account, but that Joseph Jumeelf had a kindness and
nobthty of character which specally commended him to his
tither and drew forth lus aftection A= a con of his old age
Jacoh wo~ anchined to favor Joseph in various wayvs, and
amenest others procurel tor ham an expensive 1ohe, of a kind
peculian to that time samples of which have 1ecently been
found - Eeypt n the tomnb of Benr-ITassan—"long. richly
embrordercd 10bes 1 vanious patterns and eolor<” which seem
to have heen produced by wewing together small pieces of daf-
ferent colot~  Herodotus deseribes one sent as a present by
the hing of Fevpt, whieh ‘had a vast number of fizures of
amimals mterwoven inte ats fubiie, and was embroidered with
gold =

Jacoh probably did not realize to what extent his partiality
was cultnating in his other sons a feeling of enmity and
emvv azainst Joseph. and. mdeed, we may question if it
would have been to Josepl's advantage. as respects develop-
ment of character. to have remained at home under such con-
ditton~: he would probably have heen a spoiled young man,
st as crandparents are very apt to spoil grandehildren by
too much petting and partiality, developing 1n the favored
cluli a ~pnrt of pride. to plague and injure it for the re-
marnder of life

The envv of his brothers over Tus father's partinlity was
intenified by two dreams which Jo<eph had, and which he
told them of, apparently with all <implicity and innocency.
In the one dream he <aw twelve <heaves in the field. one
for each of the wons of Jacob, and the other eleven sheaves
howed down to his <heaf. Tn the other dream he saw the
<un, moon, and eleven <tars how down to him. Iis brothers
were mcensed at any thought of his ultimate superiority to
them, who were his elders: and even his father repudiated the
thoneht that the dieam could have any meaning, since 1t
would implv that Joseph would he greater than his parents,
a~ well a~ vreater than his bicthren We are not to account
for these dreams as the work of the hoy's imagination and
ambrtion  althongh <uch may be the case 1n respect to many
dreams aather we are to understand that those dreams were
proplietic that God was foretelling, forechadowing the future
~—to the mtent that Jacolh and Joseph and his brethren might
all eventually discern that the Lord’s hand was connected
with all the peculiar circumstances of s life;—that God
foreknew and overruled them in the manner in which they
ultimatelv resulted.  This forestatement would make the les-
sons many times more werghty, when they would be under-
~tood. ust as prophetie declarations respecting our Lord and
his experience are the more comvineing on this account. The
dream~ were tultilled later on, when Jacob and his family
presented themsehves before Joseph, a prince in Egypt, and
made ohersance to im as to a kinge.

Well does the Apostle class emvy as one of the works of
the flesh and the devil. (Gal. 5-19-21) Tt is a seed which
thrives 1apidly 1 anv heart where it takes root, and who
can tell what hitter fruitage 1t will produce? So rank had
heen ats growth in the hearts of Jo<eplh’s brethren that when
he came to them n the field at Dothan with a message from
his father their emvv overflowed all bounds, and they pre-
meditated murder  Subsequently, at the mstance of Reuben,
one of their number. Ins life was <parel. and he was merely
put mto a pit a dry cistern, to die of starvation; Reuben,
however, premedittiting his deliverance.  Subsequently, at the
in~tance of his Inother Judah. his life was spared from the
pit and he was <old to some traveling merchants as a slave
for the Feyptian market where <hortlv afterward he was
installed a« a <ervant in the house of Potiphar. How hard
mu~t have been the hearts of thewe brethren. and how sore
and affrichtea the heart of Joseph. the favored child of his
father' The narrative tells us nothing respecting his tears, his
entreaties and the refusal of his brethren, but an account of
thi< 1~ gnven us elsewhere (Gen 42-21), for the guilty hreth-
ren. when in trouble themeelves, exclaimed, “We saw the

aneguish of s soul when he hesought us, and we would not
hear: therefore is this distress come upon u<.”

Whoever finds envy, hatred or malice in Ins heait in any
degree <hould know that he 1s harholimg an enemy, a «pirit
which., under certain circumstances, mghty quickly develop
into a <pirit of murder. The Apostle. therefore, urges all
who have hecome new creatures m Chirist Jesus to mortify,
to Kill, to hury, to put away. the «pinit of evil, of hatred, of
«trife, of envy, and through the transforming intluence of the
Lord's Spirit to put on more and more dav Ly day, the Spirit
of Tove. the Spirit of Christ  We ean ~ee a lesson 1 the expe-
rienee of Joseph's brethren: and even thouzh envy never led
us thus far. 1t ~hould he an illustration to us of 1ty tendeney,
and we <hould hate it and proportionately eradicate 1t from
our heuaits.

The chief point of this lesson is its illustration of divine
providence. It reminds the children of God of this Gospel
dispen-ation of the promise of the Lord's word, that “all
things <hall work together for good to those who love God.”
It teaches us how implicaitly we may rely upon divine power
and wisdom and love, even when all things «eem to be against
u~: and al-o how futile are all the powers of omr enemies
to do us real injury if God be for us (Rom. 8§ 31) _Appar-
ently the <pirit of murder was in the nine Inethren and
apparently had the Lord not so led the matter ahout, some of
them would have killed Joseph quickly  But we are not to
suppose that it was the only way God could have adopted
for bringing Joseph into Jevpt. and ultimately (Gen 41 46)
to 1t~ throne. to bhe the life-giver (hiead-provided) for the
Egyptians 1n their famine. and also for the Israchtes. and
thus to lead on to the captivitv of the whole nation of [<racl
m Egvpt, and to their disaipline and education n the arts
known to the Egyptians. and ultimately to cause their de-
hiverance, as e did. We are to remember that the All-mighty
19 All-wige as well as All-powerful. and fthat he could have
selected any of many ways to accomplish lus purpose  The
lesson illustrates. however. God’s wisdom, by which he is able,
not only to circumvent the machinations of evil men, but also
to use their evil deeds to serve his purpose<, to carry out his
designs. and to Dbless those whom he 15 leadimg. Would that
all of God’s con-ecrated people. spiitual Israchtes deed,
might ohtain a great impetus to faith from this lesson. and
henceforth relv more strongly and fully than ever upon the
Lord and the power of his might What a peace, what a jov,
what a comfort 1t brings, to be able by faith to realize that
the Lord is at the helm in respect to all of our interests and
affairs. temporal and spiritual!

Those who can plan murder, and who are full of envy,
malice and hatred. will not hesitate to support their evil way
by fraud. deception. lying. And so it was with the ten breth-
ren. Thev took the coat of many colors. they drageled it in
blood. and sent it to their father Jacob, probably at the hands
of a messenger. Never doubting them. Jacoh as<ented at once
to the proposition that his beloved son had been cruelly de-
voured by a wild beast, and he mourned his loss. apparently
for years:—his other sons vainly endeavoring to comfort him,
and, no doubt, suffering to some extent angwmsh on account
of their deeds. Perhaps this experience with evil was heneficial
ultimately both to Jacob and his sons. Indeed, the subsequent
narrative seems to imply this. And there is a lesson here for
us. to the effect that those who yield to evil influences may
subsequently learn valuable lessons therefrom, and that we may
entertain hope for their recovery to righteousness This is a
part of our hope respecting the world in the coming Millen-
nial age—that present experiences with sin. envy, hatred and
strife will prove valuable to them hy and ly, when they
gshall have experienced some of the retributions and have
learned a more excellent way, under the judgments of that
time.

As Joseph was hated by his brethren. and that without a
cause, and figuratively killed, when sent to them by his father,
<0 Jesus came to his own brethren, the Jews, came in their
interest. as the representative of the Father, was hated with-
out a cause. and was actually put to death. murdered. Never-
theless. in the Lord’s providence this very hatred will ulti-
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