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“ W H Y  I  W IT H D R A W  FROM M E T H O D ISM .

“Having recently withdrawn from the Methodist church, 
of which I have been a member for more than thirty years, 
and knowing, as I do, that some will be wondering at my mo­
tive in doing so, and knowing, also, that of the various mo­
tives which will be imputed to me, some are likely to be sug­
gested by those who have not investigated the matter for 
themselves, and hence will be incapable of rendering a fair 
judgment. I desire to occupy enough space in my county pa­
per in which to give my true reason for the step I have taken, 
and then leave it to the public to approve or disapprove as 
they may feel inclined.

“My reason for leaving the church was not that I had 
any dissatisfatcion with, or the slightest ill will towards, a 
single member of this or any other church, but simply because 
my honest convictions as to the true interpretation of God’s 
Word had become too much at variance with the doctrines 
taught by all the churches with which I am acquainted to 
admit of my longer remaining therein with justice to the 
church, to myself or my God.

“Whether by chance or by divine intervention the M i l l e n ­
n i a l  D a w n  series of Bible helps, consisting of five books, 
was recently placed in my hands. I confess it was with no 
little prejudice that I began to investigate the doctrines 
taught in them, but to my surprise I have found that: —

“ 1. They teach nothing which is not in the very strictest 
accord with the New Testament code of morals.

“ 2. 1 find th at the au th or o f  said books ‘ reasons t o ­
geth er ’ w ith  h i-  readers in the m ost fa ir , libera l and log ica l

manner, giving quotation after quotation and reference after 
reference to the Bible in support of his construction and un­
derstanding thereof.

“ So logical, patent and convincing are the theories ad­
vanced (if you chose to call them theories: for my part I 
call them truths) that I cannot resist them. With such 
beauty and grandeur do the books depict the power, wisdom, 
justice and love of the great Father, the Creator of all the 
world, as well as the beneficent character of Christ, the 
blessed Redeemer of all the world, that my mind has been 
opened to a far more vivid realization of the actual existence 
of God and his glorious plans and purposes concerning his 
creature, man; also the height and depth and length and 
breadth of the love of Christ, and the far-reaching efficacy of 
his sacrificial death on the cross, are so apparent that my 
heart has seemingly enlarged manifold, and my respect, rev­
erence, love and admiration for God and Christ, as well as 
my love and good will towards my fellow creatures, have 
reached a point far, far beyond anything I ever before experi­
enced.

“Hence I have determined to throw off the shackles of 
church creeds and prejudices, and with God’s help let the new 
light shine forth in my daily life; to present the M i l l e n ­
n i a l  D a w n  doctrine to as many as desire to hear it, and to 
help those who hunger and thirst after truth, to the very 
best of my ability, trusting God for direction and help. So, 
then, in the fear of God, I heartily recommend every one to 
procure these books, and with receptive mind and earnest 
prayer to God for his guidance, read them with Bible in hand.

W i l l i a m  H u d s p e t h . ”

A SPECIAL EDITION OF THE LINEAR BIBLE
A short time ago we proposed arranging for a wide-mar- 

gin Bible, and selected the new Linear Bible as being in every 
way the best, most up-to-date Teachers’ Bible published—pos­
sessing an excellent Concordance, and giving in the text the 
readings of both the Common Version and the Revised Ver­
sion in good readable type, and of a size not extremely bulky. 
On the adjoining page we lay before our readers what the 
publishers have to say in favor of the Linear Bible, and their 
regular prices for them; also a sample page, showing style 
of type, etc. By special arrangement we can procure a large 
quantity of these Bibles for W a t c h  T o w e r  subscribers at a  
very much lower rate than the prices at which they are usu­
ally sold. And additionally we can have inserted eighty pho­
tographs of the TTolv land and vicinity; and have the outer 
margin made 1 ineli wide.

A t  first it  w as proposed  th a t T o w e r  readers shou ld  in  
th is  m arg in  m ake reference m em orand a  to  the five volu m es 
o f  M il l e n n ia l  D a w n , and th e la st s ix  y ea rs ’ issues o f  the 
W atch  Tow r.u,— op p os ite  each verse, th rou g h ou t th is  B ib le. 
S u bsequ ently , h ow ever, con sid erin g  h ow  m uch  la b or  th is  
w ou ld  m ean— h ow  m an y h ours  and days w ou ld  thus be spent, 
and h ow  m an y w ou ld  fail en tire ly  to  secure the desired re ­
su lts , and how  m any others w ou ld  b lot and b lu r , and o n ly  
secure u n sa tis fa cto ry  resu lts , we con clud ed  to  see w h a t cou ld  
be done in the w ay o f  printing these references in  the m arg in . 
W e  find, as h inted  m  ou r la s t issue, th at it  w ill be qu ite  an 
expense, both  o f  labor and o f  m oney, to  pu b lish  the B ib le  in 
th is  m anner. B ut we reflect th a t when com plete  it  w ou ld  be 
one o f  the grea test b lessings to  the L o r d 's  peop le  in terested  in  
presen t t iu th  th a t cou ld  p oss ib ly  be prepared  fo r  th e m ; and 
th is  w ould  com pensate fo r  m uch troub le . I t  w ou ld  be a B ib le  
C om m en tary  a n a n g e d  in the m ost sa tis fa c to ry  m anner ever 
designed. I t  w ou ld  g iv e  the dear friend s, as th ey  m eet in  
v a riou s  p a rts  o f  the w orld  fo r  the s tu d y  o f  th e  L o r d ’s W ord ,

an opportunity of having the Editor present with them at 
each meeting, to offer suggestions respecting the meaning of 
the texts. This would not mean, of course, that his sugges­
tions would be considered indisputable or infallible, but mere­
ly that he would be present with the little companies of the 
Lord’s people throughout the whole world, to discuss with 
them the Father’s Word and to assist as much as possible in 
throwing a correct light upon its meaning.

We have already received a large number of responses on 
the basis of our first announcement of a blank wide margin, 
and unless countermanded we will understand these to be for 
the Bible as now proposed. But now we invite postal cards 
from all subscribers who have not responded, who u’ould like 
to have the Bible as it is now proposed it shall be; namely, 
with the references in the margin. It is quite possible that 
we would never get out another edition, and we believe that 
every W a t c h  T o w e r  reader who can afford it at all should 
have the Bible proposed, in the cheaper or better binding.

We now propose that if we receive responses from 2.000, 
we will proceed to publish the Bible as stated, charging the 
following prices: In “ French Seal,” divinity circuit, gold
edges, linen lined, $2.00, including postage.' In “Persian 
Seal”  (Morocco), gold edges, leather-lined, $3.00. including 
postage. These prices will apply only to those who place 
their orders in advance and thus guarantee us against loss. 
We may publish a few more than will be represented by the 
orders, but they will be sold at higher prices. It is our opin­
ion that every W a t c h  T o w e r  reader who secures one of these 
best books, will consider it worth $10—that he would not 
sell it for $10. We invite postal cards at once, that the mat­
ter may be determined upon, We expect to have them all 
alike, none with thumb index, which would spoil the refer­
ences. Send your postal cards at once, but send no money 
until the books are announced as ready.—which will probably 
be not much before Christmas.
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BALANCING EARTHLY GOOD WITH DIVINE FAVOR
“ Itecause thy loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.”—Psa. 63:3.

Loving-kindness, in our text, lias the signification of favor. 
The Prophet, m speaking, represents the church—the Christ, 
Head and body The words aie applicable to no others. None 
but the saints esteem divine favor more precious, more valua­
ble. than the present life—than eaithly good things. If we 
ask the world to balance this mattei, to weigh on one side of 
the balances earthly interests, earthly pleasures, family ties, 
social position, pride, worldly aspirations, and to put on the 
other side of the balance divine favor, the leplv would be that

the earthly good things have all the weight; and that divine 
favor has none, for the worldly know little or nothing re­
specting divine favor. They have indeed heard that some peo­
ple believe in a God, believe in his providential care, believe 
in his love, believe in a future life. etc., but as for them­
selves they conclude that such things may be, while the 
earthly things are certainties; and they would not think for 
a moment of exchanging present certainties for unknown and 
intangible matters, called divine favor.
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If we even ask the average nominal Christian to weigh 
this matter, and tell us if willing to exchange,—putting in the 
one side of the balance all the good things, hopes, ambitions, 
family ties, social position, churchianity, petty office and es­
teem of men, and putting into the other side of the scale 
Gods’ favor,— he will hesitate and eventually decide that he 
will do nothing of the kind. The reason with many is that 
they do not appreciate divine favor. They have heard and be­
lieved certain things respecting the Almighty, some of them 
true and some of them false; and the misrepresentations of 
God’s character have so neutralized and offset and made non- 
effective the truths which they have learned, that they lack 
confidence in the unseen: with such, worldly interests out­
weigh appreciation of divine favor ten to one. The truths 
they learned were respecting God’s love and his gracious pro­
vision for his fallen creatures through the redemption which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord; and that he willetli not the 
death of him that dieth, but would that all should turn unto 
him and live, in the enjoyment of endless blessing.

These truths are found in the sure Word of God; the 
untruths which they have learned came from a human source, 
or rather more remotely, from the great Adversary himself, 
Satan, “ the god of this world,”  as the Apostle calls him. As 
he tells us, “ The god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them that believe not”—blinded them to the real character 
and plan of Jehovah, and deluded them into thinking of him 
most unkindly, most disreputably we might almost say 
most blasphemously. He has blinded them into thinking that 
the Almighty, while declaring that he has all power, has 
declared also that he will exercise this power beneficially 
only over a mere handful of earth’s teeming millions—that 
he will take out this sample to show his power and what 
he could have done for all if he had wanted to, and exercise 
his power in hurling the great mass of his creation into eter­
nal torment;—that he made provision to this end before the 
creation of mankind,—prepared a great and awful place of 
torture,— prepared the fuel for eternity,— and prepared the 
devils to see that nothing was lacking in the worst form of 
torture.

Is it any wonder that those who have thus received hu­
man traditions instead of the Word of God, those who believe 
such terrible things respecting the Creator and his plans, 
things which outrank in cruelty the doctrines of the heathen, 
received from the same Satanic source, should doubt the love 
of such a God? It is no wonder that such find themselves 
unable to reconcile such human theories with the plain Scrip­
tural declaration that God is love, very pitiful, very merci­
ful, and that his mercy endureth forever; and that he doth 
not willingly afflict the children of men. The two thoughts 
are in violent conflict, the one represents God as loving and 
kind; the other represents him as a demon of the worst 
imaginable character: and it is no wonder that those who
have in their minds this mixture of human traditions which 
make void the Word of God, are unable to see God from the 
right standpoint implied in our text—unable to see his lov­
ing kindness, so great, so good, so beneficent, toward all of his 
creatures.— unable to reconcile such human theory with the 
Scriptural declaration, that Jesus Christ by the grace of God 
tasted death for every man, and that this grace of God in 
Christ is yet to be testified in due time to every creature, 
and that thus all are eventually to come to a knowledge of 
the truth, and thus all eventually to have an opportunity for 
life everlasting.— 1 Tim. 2 :4:

Is it any wonder that those who entertain so mixed a con­
ception of the Almighty’s character, when they attempt to 
balance the loving favor of God with earthly good things, find 
that the scale weighs down toward the earthly things, be­
cause, altho they appreciate some features of the divine char­
acter, these are practically neutralized by such misrepresen­
tations of the adversary through false theories. Well does 
the Apostle explain the object of this blindness on the part 
of Satan, saying, “The god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
them.”  (2 Cor. 4:4) Ah yes, here it is! The goodness of 
God, the loving kindness of God, God’s favor, does not shine 
into the hearts of many, and while it does shine a little into 
some hearts, thick darkness of error hinders their hearts 
from receiving the full benefit of the light, and its blessing 
and joy. Such as are in this position find it impossible to 
love the Lord with all their heart, with all their mind, with 
all their being, with all their strength; because from all that 
they know of him, through this false representation of his 
character, he is not worthv of much love. The fear of the 
Lord might operate upon them under such circumstances, and 
might be balanced against the world and its good things, but

his “ loving kindness” has comparatively little weight in their 
lives.

Are we to suppose, then, that there were no saints in the 
past, because in the past these false ideas of God held full 
sway amongst his professed children? Are we to suppose 
that Luther, Melanchthon, Zwingli, Calvin, Knox, the Wes­
leys and others, were not saints, and not joint-inheritors 
with Christ in the kingdom? No; on the contrary, we pre­
sume that these were saints, and that they laid down their 
lives in the Lord’s service; and we merely mention these 
prominent names as illustrations, and not by way of saying 
that they were the only saints of their times, and not dis­
puting either that there were saints before them, all through 
the dark ages, as well as in the primitive church.

What we do claim, however, is that the mixed theology, 
which represents God as half love and half devil, never pro­
duced the sanctifying effect which we see in the lives of the 
class we have mentioned. We hold that all those who reached 
the point of saintship described in our text, and who were 
able to balance the present life and its earthly good things 
with the loving favor of God, and to prefer God’s favor 
rather than life, so that they were willing to sacrifice earthly 
interests, that they might have the divine favor, both as re­
spects the life which now is, and that which is to come,— 
these never reached this position through their mixed the­
ology, but attained this grand position only in proportion as 
they were able to forget or ignore the human and Satanic 
blasphemies respecting the divine character, and to think of 
God from the standpoint of pure justice and love. Some of 
them have told us in their writings how terribly this devil- 
inspired theology weighed upon them; how they found the 
theory so antagonistic to all their conceptions of divine jus­
tice, mercy and love, that the only thing they could do under 
the circumstances was to shut the eyes of their minds to the 
nightmare of hell and devils and torments, and to say to the 
Lord, 0  Lord, I cannot understand this, but I accept thee as a 
very God of love and justice, and I know that when I shall 
see thee as thou art, and when I shall see all the works of 
thy great and wonderful plan, then I shall realize, as I can­
not now realize, wherein divine justice and love are compati­
ble with this awful theory of eternal torment for all except 
the little flock, the elect.

Thus by shutting their eyes to the error, and opening their 
eyes by faith to the real character of God, substantiated by 
so many declarations of his Word, the class we refer to, 
through all the darkness of the dark ages, was indeed enabled 
to love God supremely, so that they counted not their lives 
dear unto them, that they might have his favor; they were 
willing to lay down life and earthly advantages and hopes 
and favors, that they might have the divine favor now and 
everlastingly. And if God’s people in the past were enabled 
to triumph in spite of blindness, what shall we say respect­
ing our position today, now that the due time has come for 
this vail that was spread over all nations to be taken away, 
so that the true light of the knowledge of God, shining in 
the face of Jesus Christ our Lord, should shine into our 
hearts and give us to see through his Word, and freed from 
human tradition and Satanic misrepresentation, the justice 
and the loving kindness of our God!

How shall we today balance this question of earthly life 
and its advantages and privileges and hopes and aims with the 
favor of God? Well, it will be a test to us, as it has been a 
test all through the ages. Those who are merely glad to find 
out that there is no eternal torment, and whose hearts are not 
touched with the “ loving kindness”  of God, will go on in the 
world, rejoicing that they have been delivered from a bondage 
of error, but not returning to give glory to God and to offer 
themselves in his service. And these, alas! are the ma­
jority; like the ten lepers who were cleansed by our Lord, of 
whom only one returned to give thanks and to become a 
follower of Jesus. Thus the test goes on today, as ever; for 
the Lord is now seeking only the kingdom class, only the lit­
tle flock, and he wishes to have in it only such as love him 
supremely—only such as, having tasted that the Lord is gra­
cious, desire to and do feast upon his favor, enjoying it, rel­
ishing it, appreciating it far beyond any earthly pleasure, any 
earthly hope, any earthly ambition, any earthly love.

This class today and at all times has been the same,— of 
one spirit with their Head. The Apostle Paul voices their sen­
timents: speaking on this very subject, and weighing the 
earthly life with the divine favor, he says: “What filings 
were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. Yea, doubt­
less, I count all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom I have suf­
fered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that 
I may win Christ and be found in him. . . . That I may know
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him ,ui'l tin1 power of hi-, resurrection, and the fellowship of 
In- s.iri-M mg,, being lii.iil'' conformable unto his death; if 
!'v any niciiii- I might attain to the rcsiiricction of the dead.” 
I "hi! 3:7-11) I'ho Apo'-tl(',s sentiment is that of all the 
saints; it is dial ol all who will be accounted “ overcomers,” 
and who will lie accounted inheritors of the promise of joint- 
lu'ii'lnp with .Tesiis Xolhmg short of this will do. We must 
appieciate the lot mi; fator of flod as better than earthly life, 
else w,- me not woithy of lum and not of the kind lie is seek­
ing. And it is with all who have the Lord’s spirit just as it 
was with the Apostle; the moment they begin to weigh and 
i ontiast fellowship with (tod and the eternal hopes associ­
ated then with, m contrast wth earthly loves and family ties 
and oaifhlv ambitions and pleasuies, the latter all seem to be 
quite uisignilii ant m eompaiison. dross a= compared to pure 
gold And fiom this standpoint they gladly renounce all, 
gnmg nil life itself for the favor of God

ATTAINING CHRISTIAN MATURITY
But this full development is not at the beginning of the 

Christian expendin' with Us noi was it at the beginning of 
I'uul’s expendin' It is development attained bvgiovvth. At 
the veiy beginning, howevei, it was necessary, before eithei 
I’au! or we could be aei opted at all of the Lord, as begotten 
to the new natme. that we should first balance the loving 
I,nor ot God with the earthly good things, and the balance 
must be settled on tin side of divine favor. s() that vve would 
give up the otliei.— wiithlv life, earthly hopes, earthly aims, 
e.uthlv ph'us'nos, i nHxrt'a I lay them to saerifiie. in such 
measure ,is mav be lioeossiiiy in order to maintain divine fa­
vor and blessing Fiom the time the scale was thus turned 
to the Lout's side, and our hearts were consecrated to him, 
earthly things began to lose their weight and to lose their 
value, to lose apprei lation in our eyes, as our eyes began to 
open the wilier to the heavenly things; and the latter be­
came inoie and moie weighty with Us moie and more leal, 
until we could see with the eve of faith him who is invisible 
to tlie natural sight, and the mown of glory7, and the ex­
ceeding great and pieeious things which God lias in reserva­
tion foi them that love him. and be moie and moie strength­
ened theiebv And so villi some it may have been after 
weeks oi month' or \ ears that they7 reached the position at­
tained by the Apostle when he wiote, as above, that all earthly 
things weie liencefoiHi but as loss and dross when weighed in 
lompanson with Chi i't and God’s loving kindness or favor 
tow ai d Us m him.

This loving fawn of flod, so much appreciated by the 
saints that they consecrate their eaithly all to obtain it, is 
not merely a favor as respects future prospects and hopes— 
not ineielv as iaspects the kingdom to come and the glory and 
the honor and irnmoitality then to he granted to such as are 
in divine favor, but it extends to the piesent life. Gradually 
we come to appiei inte icIlovYship and communion with the 
1 afhei to such a deyiee as to pi ml lire misery of soul if this 
communion is iritenuptcd And this sentiment is beautifully 
expressed in the hymn whmh we sometimes sing: —

"Nun of my soul my Father dear,
I know no night when tlmu are near;
O 1st no emth-boin cloud arise 
To hide thee fiom thy servant’s eyes.”

The tine child of God will he ill such close fellowship with 
the Futliei. and with the spnit of truth and iighteousness and 
love, that am thing which would interrupt or hinder this fel­
lowship would he esteemed a calamity7, however sweet or pre­
cious it might he to the natural man. The new creature is 
willing inthci to cut it off, if it were dear as a right hand; 
to plmk it out. it it weie pieeious as a right eye; than to 
allow any eaithly thing to intervene between him and the 
divine lovmg-favoi wlinh he has learned so to enjoy that he 
i (insiders it bcttei than all the rest of life.

“ THEREFORE WILL MY LIPS PRAISE THEE”

Many7 ( hi 1st unis, confused vvfh file Babylonian din of 
false, eontradietoi \- theories, have felt tint they would de­
sire to Amy tinth the Loid’s praise; hut then to offset this 
t l ie i e  nines m then minds the teuiblp ei i ors which, as a great 
nightman1, d liken then souls and hush their lips, so that as 
a rule few an1 found ready to speak of the Lord and his mat­
ters except those who speak either from a sense of duty or 
from a love of money and position. And so it is that 
ioihiy weie the emoluments of honor and salary taken avvav. 
and were it necessary in order to he a minister of Christ to 
follow tin example of the Apostle Paul, and to labor, working 
with their hands, in some sort of tent-making, nearly7 all

of the ministers of Babylon would cease preaching As it is, 
the ablest and most intelligent of them can only he retained 
in the seiviee by7 making it pay them better in money7 and 
honor of men than any7 other occupation which they know of.

On the other hand, those who have tasted of the Lord’s 
giioc. those who have come to lealize his tavoi as /W/ei 
than life, and who have joyfully bud upon his . i It 11 eveiy 
earthly good thing, and hope and ambition, rejoice to tell the 
good tidings to otlieis; they rejoice to tell forth the praises 
of him who called them out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. The message is too good to keep, they not only7 do 
not require to be hired to tell it. but they are willing that 
the telling of it. and the enjoying of God’s favor in connec­
tion with tile telling, shall cost them something— cost them 
trouble, cost them money7, cost them the loss of eaithly7 friend­
ships. cost the straining if not the breaking of sumc of home 
ties, cost, the frown of the world and of ehuichianity ,—,ves. 
they rejoice, saying, in the language of the Piophct, “ ITe 
hath put a new song into my mouth, even the loi init-kindne^s 
of our God 1 ’ ’

Some one, perhaps, will say7 this is exaggeration; it will 
not cost earthly friendships nor home tics; it will In mg with 
it respect and honor of men, and a salary7. We ansvvei \'o’ 
The Lord’s Word is still true; he is still the example tw all 
who will walk in his footsteps. For what did the Al.istei suf- 
fii the loss of social position1' Why dnl the iloitois of di­
vinity7 of his day, and the notables of the religious people, 
hide as it weie their tales tiom him-' Why did they ImHlv 
become so embittered against him, and so hate him, that they 
crucified him’  Was it because, of evil-doing on In- pait7 
Xay, hut “he went about doing good.”  It was because he told 
the truth— truths which they7 believed in great measuic, but 
with winch they had mixed “ ti adit ions of the eldeia’ vv Inch 
blinded them and made them child]cn of darkness Our Lord 
gives us the key to the situation when lie say7'  “ Th,; daikuess 
hateth the light.” The darkness does not hate the light so 
that it will not wear a garment of light to deceive and so 
the adversary, m inculcating the darkness of ini'icpiesenta- 
tion of the divine character, takes care that this false doc­
trine shall always have associated with it. to some extent, as 
a sugar-coating, a garment of love and duality aLo. He as­
sociates a blasphemous misrepiesontation of the divine charac­
ter, which teaches that God is hurrying the masses ol poor, 
frail humanity into the hands of demons for eternal toiture, 
with moral platitudes and clmrehwork. and on the otliei hand 
satisfies the human cravings for better lives hv instituting 
hospitals, asylums, orphanages, etc. thus giving mankind the 
suggestion that they7 are really better than God, fin they 
would care for and assist the poor and tlie weak and the 
fallen, while the Almighty would deliver them over to de­
mons and torment, and foreknew and purposed it so fiom 
the beginning—this is their theory.

Those who were deluded by Satan at our Lord’s fiist ad­
vent so hated the glorious message which he brought, and so 
hated his purity7 and truthfulness, that they called him the 
prince of devils, Beelzebub, and ho told his followers that it he 
was thus treated they must not marvel if they shared a 
somewhat similar experience. And as his persecutions and 
oppositions came not from the world, the Gentiles, the heath­
en, but from the professed holiness people of his time, so all 
through the dark ages, and at the present time, those op­
posing the Lord and the truth are not worldly people, hut 
sectarians whom Satan has more than half blinded with his 
false doctrines and misrepresentations. We are not, there­
fore. to he surprised that we find it as the Lord declares, 
that wherever his truth goes it will be like a sword to sepa­
rate. and that especially7 in the home and the family. And 
as he declared, “Ye shall be hated of all men for mv sake.” 
—Matt. 10.-22.

These experiences are for the veiy purpose of testing us, 
as  the Lord's experiences weie for the purpose ot testing him. 
He consecrated his life fully and completely at the beginning 
of his ministry7, when lie reached thirty years of age, and 
symbolized his consecration in baptism. So fully did he ap­
preciate the heavenly Father’s loving kindness and favor that 
it required not a moment’s hesitation for him to decide that 
it was better than life—to decide to sacrifice the earthly life; 
and immediately he began to proclaim the truths respecting 
the divine love and provision. And well he understood from 
the beginning how this would bring the hatred of nominal 
professors of Judaism, and that in thus letting his lips piaise 
the Lord he was doing so at the cost of his earthly life, and 
all the blessings and privileges associated therewith.

Likewise with those who walk in Jesus’ footsteps in the
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narrow way; however much it may surprise them, they find 
that the proclamation of good tidings of great joy which 
shall be unto all people— the loving favor of our God, mani­
fested in Jesus Christ our Lord—told in its fulness, brings 
the hate, the scorn, the persecution of nominal Christendom of 
today. Those who love the present life close their lips and 
refrain from speaking his loving kindness; but those faith­
ful to their covenant, and appreciative of the Lord’s favor, 
as “better than life,”  will show forth his praise at any and 
every cost of an earthly kind.

The “harvest”  message of good tidings which is now re- 
waled to the Lord’s consecrated people, by which they dis- 
eei n the loving kindness of God, which they feel they must

tell forth to others, not for money, nor for reputation, but 
at the cost of worldly reputation, at the cost of financial loss, 
at the cost of home trials and difficulties—this message is 
the “new song”  mentioned by the prophets, that the Lord has 
put into the mouths of his consecrated ones. It is the 
same new song that is mentioned by our Lord in 
Revelation, which none others might sing except the elect
144,000, who have the Father’s name in ther foreheads—pub­
licly professed. If others hear of the song they cannot sing 
it, because it costs something to sing this song. “ Because 
thy loving favor is better than life [more esteemed by us, 
more than all of earthly life and its good things] therefore 
will my lips praise thee.”

THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT
Our issue of July 15 contained an article on this subject 

winch should be put into the hands of all of “Rev.”  John 
Alex. Dowie’s followers, who give evidence of sincerity;—per- 
adventure they might be recovered out of one of Satan’s 
snares. Remember the words of the Apostle.— James 5:20.

We printed an extra edition of that issue in order to give 
you this opportunity for service. Order free, as many as you 
will promise to use judiciously. Or send us the addresses and 
we will mail them direct.

GOD’S PROMISE TO ABRAHAM REITERATED
Gen. 15:1-18— Aug. 11.

“I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.”
l.ot had not lived a great while in Sodom when King Che- 

dorlaomer descended upon the Sodomites with an army and 
look away many persons and great spoils of flocks, herds, etc., 
including Lot and his family and possessions. Word of this 
affair reached Abraham, who armed his own servants, 318, 
and with two associates pursued the victors, who, doubtless 
expecting no army or night attack, were careless as to their 
defenses, and being surprised by a night attack were routed; 
and Lot and his family and goods, and the Sodomites and 
their goods were released. The conduct of Abraham in con­
nection with (his matter was most noble and unselfish. Not 
only did he inconvenience himself and all his affairs for the 
sake of others, but subsequently he refused any share of the 
booty which he had saved. Would that the children of God 
could fully appreciate such benevolence and copy it more in 
the little affairs of life! Much of the distress prevailing in the 
world is the direct or indirect result of selfishness, and all 
of (lie Lord’s people, should be on the alert to practice and to 
exemplify the opposite spirit of benevolence in the little 
things as well as in the great things of life; and should re­
member (hat selfishness is a depravity, which needs to be 
(ought against, and to be, so far as possible, overcome by the 
new nature.

One would have supposed that Lot’s vexatious experience 
in Sodom, and after experience in his capture and subsequent 
deliverance by his uncle, would have led him to desire a re­
union with his uncle, wtli a keener appreciation than ever of 
(he fact that God was with his uncle, blessing him and guid­
ing his affairs and interests. But this does not seem to have 
been (lie case; he was still willing to cast his lot with the 
ungodly. lie reminds us of the words of the Psalmist, “ Bless­
ed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un­
godly, nor standetli in the way of sinners, nor sittetli in the 
scat of the scornful.”  (Psa. i : 1) Lot did not pursue this 
course, and hence failed of a blessing. It was not sufficient 
that his righteous soul should be “vexed”  continually by the 
misconduct of those about him; his love for righteousness 
should have beeen such as to lead him to the sacrifice of tem­
poral interests on behalf of his own heart and on behalf of 
the interests of his family. Let all of the Lord’s people who 
may find themselves in a similar position remember the Apos­
tle’s words, “Make straight paths for your feet, lest that 
which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be 
healed.”—Heb. 12:13.

Tt was directly after his experience in the delivery of 
Lot and the defeat of Chedorlaomer, and while Abraham was 
evidently feeling somewhat disheartened or discouraged, that 
the Lord again manifested himself to him. We do not know 
the cause of the discouragement, but may infer that he real­
ized that in his attack upon, and defeat of the army and the 
military forces behind it, he had probably incurred a dis­
pleasure which could not be wiped out by anything short of 
the destruction of his own camp. As ever, Abraham was 
peaceably disposed: and the battle he had just won implied 
the straining of liis whole nature. He had done what he con­
sidered to be his duty in the interest of justice, and especially 
in the defense of his own ward, Lot; but now that the ex­
crement wa« pa«t the reaction set in. and with it certain

gloomy feelings and forebodings. So also some of the Lord’s 
people today have moments in which for various reasons the 
flame of faith and hope smokes, and darkens the eyes of their 
understanding and the clearness of their perception of the 
divine character and plan; but if they still hold firmly by 
faith to the hands of divine providence they will find, as 
Abraham did, that even the trials and difficulties and dis­
couragements of life will be overruled for good to them.

It was while Abraham was downcast that the Lord ap­
peared to him in vision and said to him, in the language of 
our Golden Text, “ Fear not, Abraham: I am thy shield, and
thy exceeding great reward.”  Apparently this was the great 
lesson that God was teaching him and which he was learn­
ing by the experience permitted, much better than had the 
Lord not delayed some of the promised favors. Abraham was 
now 84 years old ; and, altho wealthy and highly favored of 
the Lord, he was a pilgrim and a stranger, away from kin­
dred and home through his respect to the divine call and 
promise. He had no children to cheer and enliven and com­
fort his home, and even his nephew, Lot, whom he had not de­
tained unwillingly, had preferred the companionship of the 
wicked and had left him, and even when rescued from his 
enemies, at the cost of danger and sacrifice, he had not appre­
ciated the matter fully, and still preferred the strangers.

No wonder poor Abraham felt as tho liis life, passing 
quickly by, was a comparative failure—no wonder he felt 
discouraged. How the words of the vision must have brought 
new thoughts, new sentiments to his heart; God was his 
shield—to protect him, to guard him from the anger and 
power of all the kings of earth and their armies, and able and 
willing to make all things work together for his good. What 
a comfort was in this thought. How it reminds us that God 
is our shield also; our protector from every evil thing and 
power. The thought is beautifully expressed in one of our 
hymns: —

“ Shield of my soul, tho tempests rage,
And ’gainst me hosts of foes engage,
My refuge and my fortress thou;
Before thee every foe must bow.”

Tlie latter part of the message is no less striking: the
fact that, not flocks nor herds nor servants nor children nor 
friends, were to be the price upon which his heart should be 
set; but that God himself was to be his reward;—the having 
of God for a friend an 1 counselor and guide was to be es­
teemed far beyond every earthly interest and blessing. And 
so it is also with the church of the Gospel age. We may 
have blessings or adversities or both, as respects the present 
life. We have promises which pertain to the life that now is 
and also to that which is to come; but all of these together 
are inferior, subordinate to the one great thought that God. 
the great Creator is ours,— our Father, our God, our Friend

Undoubtedly Abraham’s heart was comforted by this me»- 
sage; and yet his reason was still operative, and hence his 
inquiry of the Lord, How can you bless me and fulfil to me 
your gracious promises, seeing that I go childless— seeing 
that rov servant Eliezer and his children are the only heir«
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apparent for my estate? Is it wonderful, Lord, that I should 
feel discouraged, seeing that apparently the most indispen­
sable part of your promise is unfulfilled for now fourteen 
years, and that Sarah and myself are growing old; and that 
even my nephew, Lot, who might have perpetuated the family 
and been the heir of my estate, cares not for me and has 
gone from me? The Lord was not displeased to have Abra­
ham use his reason in this manner, for it was not a reason­
ing of skepticism or doubt as respected the divine power, but 
merely the propm quo-tiomng of laith as to how the promises 
on which he had left his home could be fulfilled; and a re­
quest for guidance in understanding. And so may we in­
quire of the Lord respecting his gracious promises. Indeed, 
he invites us to reason, saying, “ Come, let us reason to­
gether.’’ In Abraham’s case the Lord merely repeated and 
amplified previous statements to the effect that he should 
have a child of his own who should be his heir; and leading 
him out from his dwelling in the starry night, he assured 
him that his children would yet be multitudinous as the stars 
of heaven. This feature of the promise evidently applies to 
the spiritual seed—the Christ, the elect of God, Head and 
body, ns explained by the Apostle. (Gal. 3:29; 1 Pet. 1:2) 
The other expressions,— “ as the dust of the earth,”  and “as 
the sands of the sea,” represent not the natural children of 
Aln.ili.ini, but (lie whole number of the human family who, 
undei the blessing of the spiritual seed, during the Millen­
nium, shall ultimately attain to the faith and obedience of 
Abraham, and full human restitution and the Lord’s reward 
for these— life everlasting.— Rom. 11:12, 15, 32.

The record is that Abraham believed on the Lord—his 
faith in God triumphed over every obstacle and rested se­
curely, confidently;—his doubts and fears fleeing away. The 
faith of Abraham is the particular point of his character 
prominently set before us in the Scriptures for the encour­
agement of our faith, for our example. Abraham was not 
perfect, even as others of our race are imperfect,— “There is 
none righteous, no, not one.”  (Rom. 3:10) But we are told 
that God so highly esteemed Abraham’s faith that he counted 
it as making up for his natural blemishes and imperfections. 
“ It was counted [reckoned! to him for righteousness.”  (Rom. 
4:3) He had faith in what God had told him, and, as Janies 
(2-22) points out, he manifested his faith by his general con­
duct. We of the Gospel age are also justified by faith— 
righteousness is reckoned to us through the exercise of faith 
— but not faith in the same promises.

God does not promise us earthly children nor an earthly 
inheritance in the land of Palestine as he did promise to 
Abraham; hence we are not to have faith in the same things. 
As the Apostle says, God has given unto us “ exceeding great 
and precious promises”— promises much greater than those 
given to Abraham: heavenly, instead of earthly promises. We 
are to believe the promises given to us and to act upon them 
as implicitly as Abraham believed the promises given to him 
and acted upon them. The promises made to Abraham were 
attested by the Lord’s word and by his oath, and similarily, 
tho on a still higher plane, the Lord has made known to us, 
has attested to us, his love and power, and his willingness to 
perform lor us all the good things promised.

In answer to Abraham’s request the Lord attested his 
promise in connection with sacrifices, after a manner that was 
probably customary at that time as described in our lesson. 
The sacrificed animals, part over against part, were 
separated by a nairow path along which between the parts 
p:>--cd a -.mall furnace enveloped in smoke, out of which shot 
a flame of file In connection with the weird scene the Lord 
reienled to Abraham that his posterity would not come into 
the land of promise for some four hundred years after his 
son -hould be born, but would have affliction as a people, even 
a- I-iuel expel lenecd this in Eg\pt. The four hundred years 
being a staf'inent in round numbers, otherwise more ex- 
pli, itly -fated as four hundred and thirty years, included the 
u indeiing- of I-aac and Jacob before going down into Egypt, 
as well as the captivity in Egypt. The revelation further 
pointed out the fact that the deliverance of Israel from Egypt 
would be with great wealth, and that in connection with it 
judgments of the Lord would come upon Egypt, and that 
meantime the Amorites. who then resided in Canaan, would 
fill to the full the measure of their iniquity, and fully de- 
-ei\e to lo-e the 1 ind of promise; and at that time Israel 
would lie brought in to inherit it.

As God’s fa\or and faithfulness toward Abraham were at- 
ic-ted by the sacrifices and revelations of the divine plan, so 
do they testify to liis faithfulness in this Gospel age, that we 
al-o may have strong consolation, and full assurance of 
faith He testifies to us the fulness of his favor and love

by showing us the better sacrifices for sins, through which 
the New Covenant is sealed, ratified, made operative. He haa 
shown us through his Word that darkness must prevail for 
a time, and that the Christ (Head and body) must be brought 
in contact with the fiery furnace of trial and affliction, the 
smoke of which might well represent the incidental confusion 
and darkness that necessitates our walk by faith and not 
by sight, while the flame of light would represent our guid­
ance by the holy Spirit. Being thus assured by the Lord of 
his love for us, and of the bountiful provision made for our 
welfare, and of the necessity for trials, persecutions and dif­
ficulties during the time of the| great darkness, we are 
strengthened in our faith and enabled to endure as seeing him 
who is invisible, and to follow in tjhe footsteps of Jesus.

It was at this time that the Lord revealed to Abraham 
that the great blessings already promised him weie to have a 
far distant fulfilment— for it was here indicated that he 
should die and his children not inherit the land for some 
four hundred years: and that he would not see the fulfilment 
of the promises, altho a part of the promise was that he, as 
well as his seed, should inherit that land, and join in the 
work of universal blessing and uplifting of humanity. Abra­
ham was thus indirectly taught to hope in the resurrection, 
for this last revelation clearly implied that he could lm\e 
neither part nor lot in it except God would raise him from 
the dead. And this was in full accord with the subsequent 
words of Stephen (Acts 7:5) It was no doubt for Abra­
ham’s good that the Lord did not tell him that it would he 
about four thousand years before tlieJ full blessing would begin . 
— did not reveal to him that the natural seed could not in­
herit all of the great promises;—that the likeness of his seed 
to the stars of heaven and to the sands of the sea were two 
different figures;— the first representing the -piiitu.il oi 
heavenly seed, and the other an earthly or human seed It 
was to his advantage not to know that so long a time would 
elapse before the completion of the spiritual seed, of which 
Christ is the Head and the Gospel church the body; and 
that through this seed, glorified, must come the blessings 
upon the earthly seed, and through the latter to all the fam­
ilies of the earth during the Millennial age.

But God has revealed these things to us, and we may well 
feel that we have more advantage every wav in connection 
with the divine promises and plan than even faithful Abraham, 
whose trustfulness under very adverse conditions is a stimu­
lus to all of God’s children. We have not only his example, 
but many other noble examples, including that of our Lord 
and his apostles; and we can see, under the guidance of the 
Word, as revealed by the spirit, that all things have been 
and are yet working together harmoniously for the develop­
ment of the Lord’s great plan for man’s salvation, briefly 
summarized in his promise to Abraham, “In thee and in thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed.”

Nothing is more evident than that God’s promises to Abra­
ham have not yet been fulfilled. Abraham reasoned that they 
would not be fulfilled in his day; Isaac and Jacob and all 
the prophets reasoned that they had not been fulfilled during 
the Jewish age; and the Apostle declares that the whole 
twelve tribes of Israel were still waiting for the fulfilment of 
those promises in his day. (Acts 26:6,7) Those promises 
have surely not been fulfilled during this Gospel age, as we 
all are witnesses— the natural seed of Abraham has been out­
cast, persecuted and without divine favor, while the true ones 
of spiritual Israel, though possessed of divine favor and re­
joicing therein, have been persecuted and caused to suffer 
for righteousness’ sake, and thereby to learn lessons of pa­
tience and experience to prepare them for the great work they 
are yet to do in fulfilment of the divine promises to Abra­
ham.

The Apostle Paul clearly sets this matter forth in Gal. 
3:16-29. He tells us that Christ is the seed of Abraham— 
the spiritual seed; and are not we “ members of the body of 
Christ,” over whom, as the Scriptures declare, Jesus Christ 
is the Head forever under God’s blessing? (Eph. 1:22, 23) 
And so the Apostle declares (vs. 29), “ If ye be Christ’s [mem­
bers], then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.”

And if the Lord’s saints are still heirs of that Abrahamic 
promise, assuredly it proves that the promise has not yet 
reached fulfillment. Thank God that we are still privileged 
to be heirs of that wonderful promise, “heirs of God, joint- 
heirs with Jesus Christ our Lord, if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may also be glorified together.”  Let our 
faith be strong, trusting in the promise and in him who made 
it, who is able to do for us, and for all who trust in him, ex­
ceedingly abundantly more and better things than we know
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how to ask or expect. Let us through patient perseverance, 
based upon an undimmed faith, complete our sojourning 
here; and by the Lord’s grace make our calling and election

sure to a share in the promised glory, honor and immortality 
and in the opportunity to bless, which the Lord purposes to 
give to the faithful in Christ Jesus.

ABRAHAM’S AGE ON ENTERING CANAAN
We are in receipt of a number of letters, calling atten­

tion to what seems to the writers an error in the chronology 
given in the M il l e n n ia l  D a w n , V o l . II., relative to the 
date of Abraham’s birth, his entrance into Canaan, etc. For 
the sake of these, as well as others who may have the same 
difficulty, we here enlarge upon what is stated in V ol . I I . ,  
pages 44-47.

Gen. 11:32, says that at his death Terah’s age was two 
hundred and five years; Acts 7:4 says that then Abraham 
removed into Canaan; and Gen. 12:4 states that Abraham 
was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. Hence Te­
rah’s age at Abraham’s birth must have been one hundred 
and thirty years.

But is not this out of harmony with Gen. 11:26, which 
says: “And Terah lived seventy years and begat Abraham,
Nahor and Haran?”  We answer, No. The point of confu­
sion is in the fact that Haran, the eldest, is mentioned last, 
while Abram, the youngest, is mentioned first—possibly be­
cause of his greater prominence in the narrative, or possibly,

as a little stumbling-block to hinder us from seeing the facts 
except as guided by the Lord, in his due time.

That Haran was the eldest of the sons of Terah is quite 
evident from the recorded facts. His son Lot was old enough 
to be the companion of his uncle Abraham. Lot and Abra­
ham were probably nearly of the same age, as each had his 
own flocks and herds and herdsmen. When Sodom was de­
stroyed Lot had two daughters of marriageable age and oth­
ers already married. This was before Isaac was born, Abra­
ham being then ninety-nine years old.— Gen. 17:24; 18-16; 
19:8, 14.

Again, notice the likelihood o f Haran’s being much the 
oldest of Terah’s sons, and Nahor the second, thus,—Nahor 
married one of his brother Haran’s daughters (Milcah— See 
Gen. 24:15), whose grand-daughter, Rebekah, became the wife 
of Abraham’s son, Isaac.— Gen. 24:67.

Our reckoning as given in the D a w n  is, therefore, sus­
tained by all the known facts, as well as by the exact state­
ments of Scripture.

QUESTIONS ON THE RESURRECTION HOPE
WHAT IS GUARANTEED BY THE RANSOM?

Question.—Would it be correct for us to say that our Lord 
,Tosu-> by ins death canceled the sins of the entire human fam­
ily, so that there is now no condemnation to any?

Anstcer.—N o; this would not be a correct statement. The 
Scriptural declaration is, “There is now no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus.”  There is still condemnation 
upon all who have not yet come into Jesus through faith in 
the precious blood and through a reformation of life in har­
mony with that faith. This is directly implied by the Apos­
tle’s words. Again, he says, “ We were children of wrath, even 
as others [are], but we who believe [who have accepted 
Jesus] have escaped the condemnation that is on the world.”  
These Scriptures imply that the condemnation was still on 
the world at the time of these letters, after our Lord’s death 
and resurrection.

Consequently the death of Jesus did not cancel the con­
demnation, it did not remove the sins, and all the world of 
mankind not only have continued under the condemnation, 
but also under its sentence of death, and have died, the same 
since Jesus died as before— except in the case of the church, 
ulmse death is reckoned as being no longer Adamic death, as 
a penalty for sin, but as “being dead with him,”  as joint-sac- 
riiiccs. participators in the sin-offerings.

That our Lord’s death did not cancel sin is again attested 
hv the Apostle Peter’s declaration to some at Pentecost (after 
our Lord’s death and resurrection, ascension, etc.) : “Repent 
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out when 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord, 
and he shall send Jesus Christ [at the second advent].”  This 
Scripture shows that the blotting out is a future work, just 
as the Apostle elsewhere shows that the sins of those who 
are in Christ Jesus are now covered from God’s sight, to per­
mit us to have present blessings and privileges, prior to the 
time when the sins shall be blotted out. The sins of the 
church will be blotted out, and no more record will appear of 
them forever, as soon as the first resurrection shall have 
taken place, for all who have part in it will have perfect bo­
dies, without a trace of sin, blemish or imperfection in them.
And as for the world of mankind in general, the blotting out 
of the world’s sins will be during the “ times of restitution”— 
a gradual work, as implied in the word “blotting.”  Every 
one who accepts Christ and the kingdom, and endeavors to 
live in harmony with the Lord under the terms of the New 
Covenant, will, during the thousand years of Christ’s reign, 
find his sins, his blemishes, mental, moral and physical, grad­
ually giving way, yielding to perfection, and they will thus 
be in process of blotting out until, at the close of the Mil­
lennial age, there shall no sin remain unblotted out for any 
one who has desired to have them blotted out, and who shall 
have availed himself of the abundant privileges of that time.

Thus we see, by two lines of demonstration, either of 
which would be sufficient, that Christ has not canceled the 
sins of the whole world, nor the sins of any, and that he has 
merely covered the eins o f the church, preparatory to the
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cleansing time, while the world’s sins are not even covered. 
To make these two proofs the more conspicuous we will state 
them thus: (1) The fact that God’s Word speaks of the world 
as being still under condemnation, and children of wrath, <is 
a conclusive proof that their sins are not blotted out. (2) The 
fact that sin, and its wages of death, including pain, sick­
ness, etc., are still inflicted upon humanity, is a second and 
indisputable proof that the sins are not blotted out, for if 
they had been blotted out it would be wrong on God’s part 
to punish for sins no longer recognized.

Question.— If Christ’s death did not effect the cancelation 
of man’s sins, wherein lies the fault? Does it imply that the 
sacrifice was not sufficient to cancel the sins, or does it im­
ply that God has not been just toward the sinners, but has 
accepted a payment from Jesus and is also requiring a pay­
ment directly from the individual sinner, as tho he had not 
accepted Christ’s ransom sacrifice?

Answer.— Neither of these is implied by the fact that the 
world’s sins are not yet blotted out. The Scriptural state­
ment of the matter is that our Lord bought the whole world 
with his own precious blood. (1 Pet. 1:19) There is no state­
ment anywhere in the Scriptures to the effect that the sins 
of the whole world were canceled by Christ’s death, nor that 
God ever purposed to cancel the sins of the world as an off­
set to the sacrifice of our dear Redeemer. On the contrary, 
the Scriptures everywhere hold out tile thought that neither 
the blotting out of sins nor even their covering, is possible, 
except as the sinner shall first of all accept of Jesus through 
faith. Thus we read that God arranged the plan as he did 
arrange it, in order that “ lie might be just, and yet be the 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.”  There is no propo­
sition in this text, or in any other, to justify anv others 
than believers—no proposition to justify the world in sin, 
but merely to justify those who desire to escape from sin 
and its penalties, accepting of Christ as the Savior.

The statement of 2 Cor. 5:19 is in full accord with this. 
It represents a work begun by God in Christ, but not yet con­
cluded. The ministry of reconciliation, committed to the 
church, will not be finished until' the close of the Millennium; 
and whoever of mankind shall by that time have failed to ac­
cept the reconciliation, proffered by God in Christ, will “ be 
destroyed from among the people.”—Acts 3:23.

The statement that our Lord Jesus was a propitiation 
(satisfaction) for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world, implies that his death was 
sufficient in merit to meet the penalty against every indi­
vidual and to satisfy the claims of divine justice against each 
individual. However, the canceling of the sentence which 
Justice had decreed against Adam and his progeny would in­
clude and imply nothing of restitution whatever. It was 
merely a sentence that Adam could not live, having forfeited 
his right to life. The fact that after this sentence came 
upon Adam, and while under it, he and his race decayed men­
tally and physically, and became morally leprous, has nothing
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whatever to do with the original sentence— the degeneracy of 
the race is a side issue. It resulted from the sentence of 
death, but was not a part of it, and the removal of the 
sentence of death need not mean a recovery from the fall.

The sentence of the divine law against Adam and his race, 
prohibiting them from the privileges of life, having been paid 
by tlie Lord Jesus’ sacrifice, and the payment having been ac­
cepted by the Father, there can be no objection now raised 
on the part of Justice to hinder the sinner and his race from 
having eternal life if they can now demonstrate their worthi­
ness of it. Had such an offer been made to father Adam the 
day after his transgression and expulsion from Eden, he 
Mould doubtless have gladly reentered Paradise and stood a 
fresh trial, and with better hopes of success, having learned 
something, at least, by his experience. But after six thou­
sand years of falling and degradation under the dominion of 
sin, Adam and his race are in no condition to profit by the 
removal of the sentence of Justice which was against them, 
being unable, in their fallen condition, to comply with the 
divine requirements, if granted a new trial by the Father. 
Hence this proposition is set aside at once as infeasible, and 
instead God turns over the entire race to his only begotten 
Son, their Redeemer, that the Son may institute amongst 
those whom he redeemed processes of restitution, which will 
be helpful to them in bringing them up again to the grand 
perfection originally enjoyed by father Adam. And when 
this work of restitution shall have been accomplished, the 
world, furnished with a large experience both in the fall and 
their restitution from it, will be ready for final testings or 
judgments preparatory to acceptance of those who stand the 
tests to eternal life which were set before father Adam, but 
which he failed to attain through disobedience.

In order to make this restitution process of the largest 
advantage possible to mankind, the divine plan is that step 
after step of the journey upward from degradation to per­
fection shall be attained only through the cooperation of the 
restored ones with their Redeemer and Restorer. To this end 
it is called a period of judgments or discipline, under which 
every effort for righteousness will bring its meet of blessing, 
and every dereliction bring its stripes or punishments. Thus 
day by day and year by year during these “ times of restitu­
tion”  the lesson on the* desirability of righteousness and 
heinousness of sin will be given to the world of mankind, with 
every encouragement to those who will to do right; but with 
the rod, and eventually “ everlasting destruction from the pres­
ence of the Lord,” to all those who, under those favorable 
conditions, love iniquity and serve it rather than righteousness.

Thus seen, Christ’s death became the offset and cancela­
tion of the legal sentence against man, but it did not and 
was not intended to remove his degradation. Man’s sentence, 
recorded in the race, mentally, morally and physically, is still 
in evidence all about us. and will continue in evidence even 
after the Millennial reign has begun, and until the gradual 
processes of “ blotting out” these sins shall, by the close of the 
Millennium, have completely obliterated them. The record of 
sin is in every human being, and the blotting out of those 
sins will mean the full restoration of that being to the image 
and likeness of God This blotting out of sins, therefore, was 
not accomplished by the satisfying of the claims of justice 
and the removal of the sentence of death, but must be accom­
plished, if at all, in the divinely arranged manner, by pro­
cesses of restitution to the image and likeness of God—to 
which none will attain except as they cooperate with the 
great Restorer— the Life-giver, Christ.

Suppose an illustration of this matter of the canceling of 
the sentence in respect to an earthly criminal sentence by an 
earthly court. Suppose a criminal had been sentenced for 
life, and that fifteen years after sentence he was pardoned 
and set at liberty. In those years he might have changed 
quite considerably, might have contracted disease and have 
become bald-headed and crippled with rheumatism. But no 
one would suppose for an instant that in pardoning him the 
court would undertake additionally to give him back his hair, 
his strength, his health, and the fifteen years of life which 
he had lost in prison. Neither does the remission of the 
original sentence by the heavenly court in any sense of the 
word promise or imply restitution of the things which man 
lost while under the sentence of death. The promises of res­
titution through Christ, while all based upon the ransom, are 
separate and distinct from it—the operation of love and 
mercy, and not in any sense of the word the operation of 
justice, on man’s behalf.

In regard to Rom. 5:18,19. The world could not be on 
trial before a court which had already condemned it, unless 
the condemnation were lifted; but in the case of man there 
is a transference of the case to a new court, of which not the 
Father, but the Son, is the Judge; as it is written, God 
“hath committed all judgment unto the Son.”  In one sense 
man starts in his new trial, under the new Judge, free from 
condemnation, that is, free from the judicial feature of his 
condemnation; but not free from the actual degradation 
which, in another sense of the word, is the curse or con­
demnation which rests upon our race. Justice will have 
nothing against the culprit, and makes no objection to his be­
ing awakened and assisted back to perfection by the new 
Judge; but neither Justice nor the new Judge will release 
the culprit from the difficulties under which he labors, called 
the curse, the fall, etc., except as he exercises both trust and 
obedience in the new Judge under the terms of the New Cov- 
nant; and the new Judge will only release him from this 
curse or condemnation little by little, as he shall, by obe­
dience, give evidence of transformation of his character from 
that of a servant of sin to that of a servant of righteousness.

In a word, the sentence or decree of death which came 
upon Adam, and through him upon us, was merely the judi­
cial sentence, not the degradation which followed it as a con­
sequence; and the removal of the judicial sentence by the 
payment of a price and the transfer of a sinner to the juris­
diction of Christ, for a fresh judgment or trial, secures 
merely the release of the original judicial sentence, but se­
cures no release from the fall and degradation which followed 
the original sentence. The ruined sinner, whom justice would 
not permit to live, and who has degraded himself since, may 
now know that through Christ the demands of justice have 
been met for him, and that if he were back again to the condi­
tion in which father Adam was when he fell he would now be 
able to keep the divine law perfectly. However, having fallen 
into degradation, and sin, he is now on so low a plane men­
tally, morally and physically, that altho the sentence be 
lifted, he is quite powerless to accomplish anything of conse­
quence for himself. He first needed a Redeemer to ransom 
him, to pay the redemption price for him; he now needs a 
Savior, a Life-giver, to deliver him from the death-condi­
tions, mental, moral and physical, into which he fell while 
under the divine sentence, and this will be the gracious work 
of the kingdom, of which Christ will be the Head and King, 
and the elect church his joint-heirs in the kingdom, and un­
der-representatives in the work of judging and uplifting the 
race.

THE FERVENT PRAYER OF ABRAHAM
Ge n . 18:23-32.—Aug. 18.

G olden  T e x t .— “ The effectual fervent prayer 
Abiaham at the time of this lesson was ninety-nine years 

old. He was camping at Mamre with his family and house­
hold, servants, herdsmen, etc., over 1,000 persons. His faith 
-till rested in the Lord’s promise, which he evidently believed 
uould be fulfilled through his son Ishmael, at this time thir­
teen years old. As he rested in the door of his tent three men 
approached him. and, after the manner of the sheiks of that 
country today, be arose to meet them most hospitably, and 
provided for tbeir entertainment tho they were strangers to 
him. By and by he ascertained that his viators were heavenly 
beings, who for the occasion had assumed human form— one 
of them being a special representative of Jehovah himself, 
either one of the chief angels, or, we think still more likely, 
the Lord Jesus in his pre-human condition. How glad Abra­
ham must have felt when he learned who his visitors were,

of a righteous man availeth much.”—Jas. 5:16. 
that he had entertained them so kindly and hospitably. The 
Apostle calls this matter to the attention of the church and 
urges that the Lord’s people always be on the alert to show 
hospitality, and citing this case he says, “ Thus some have en­
tertained angels unawares.”—Heb. 13:2.

True, circumstances are in many respects different today 
from what they were in olden times, in that now we have 
hotels and boarding houses for the accommodation of trav­
elers; hence our responsibilities are lessened; this very 
fact, we fear, inclines us to be more selfish, less hospitable, 
than would be to our profit. The Lord’s consecrated people 
will do well to cultivate hospitality, and that of the kind 
which Abraham showed—without waiting for it to be re­
quested. A Scripture statement is, “ There is that scattereth, 
and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than
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is meet, but it toncleth to poverty.” (1’iov. 11:24) Another 
declaration is, “ The liberal soul shall be made fat.” (Prov. 
11:25) In practicing liberality we are developing God-like­
ness, for is not God benevolent ? is he not continually giving 
to his creatures? The greatest of all his gifts was the gift of 
his own dear Son to die for us—to ransom us. True, all 
cannot exercise liberality alike— those who are in debt or in 
poverty are properly to consider themselves hindered, limited 
in this direction by justice to their ereditois, their families, 
etc. Nevertheless, tlie spirit of benevolence and hospitality 
should always abound in our hearts, whether we have much 
or little opportunity to manifest it; and rarely do those 
who exercise themselves in this respect fail to profit by this 
course, even in temporal matters. Where we cannot give all 
the succor needed, we can at least dispense words of consola­
tion and cheer, which may prove of much greater value than 
money. Many need the spiritual counsel and advice and en­
couragement, which every true Christian should be able to 
give, far more than they need temporal assistance. To have 
Clirist-likeness implies not only a desire to be helpful to the 
groaning creation and “especially to the household of faith,” 
but it means more,— it means the effort to assist them, even 
at the cost of our earthly comforts and pleasures.

It was while partaking of the hospitality of Abraham and 
Sarah that the Lord and his two companions were made 
known to Abraham—that they were not ordinary men, and 
at this time a further promise was made respecting the long- 
expected son Isaac. “Let patience have her perfect work,” 
says the Apostle, and surely it would seem that this was the 
case with Abraham, who had waited twenty-five years indefi­
nitely, and now for the first time received a definite assurance 
of a prompt fulfilment of this part of the promise. Isaac 
was born wthin a year, when Abraham was one hundred 
years old. Abraham’s faith and patient waiting on the Lord 
are instructive to us. The Gospel church likewise was called 
to inherit a promise and to perform a pilgrimage while wait­
ing for its fulfilment. The promise to us is our deliverance 
as sharers in the kingdom, and ultimately in the work of 
blessing all the families of the earth, to be accomplished at 
the second coming of Jesus, who was typified in Isaac, even 
as Jehovah, his Father, was typified in Abraham. The Gospel 
church has had great need of patience and endurance, of trust 
in God, during the nearly nineteen centuries since Jesus suf­
fered in the flesh and was quickened in spirit, and going 
away, promised to come again to receive us unto himself, and 
to fulfil all the exceeding great and precious promises fore­
told respecting him and us. The faith of many has cooled so 
that they are hoping for the long promised Millennial bless­
ings through other channels,—hoping that earthly churches, 
human organizations, begotten not of the Lord’s instruction, 
but unauthorizedly, like Ishmael, may convert and bless the 
world without the second coming of Jesus and the establish­
ment of his kingdom. But all those who have the faith of 
Abraham will also have the Lord’s testimony that the blessing 
can come only through Isaac.— Rom. 9 :7 ; Gal. 4:28.

At the same time that faithful Abraham and Sarah were 
consoled and refreshed, at the same time Isaac was begot­
ten, the iniquity of the Sodomites had become great,— the 
cry of its wickedness calling upon Justice for repression. The 
Lord and the two angels took their departure from Abra­
ham’s tent, going in the direction of Sodom, Abraham accom­
panying them through courtesy and through a desire to con­
tinue in heavenly company. And because he was a faithful 
servant of the Lord it was revealed to him that the destruc­
tion of Sodom and her sister villages was imminent. Thus 
we see the principles upon which the Lord deals with his 
creatures— to those who are in heart-harmony with him, full 
of faith and trust and loving obedience, and yet willing to 
wait patiently for the various features of his plan,—he re­
veals his plans not only as respects the coming blessing of all 
the families of the earth, but also as respects the punish­
ment of the ungodly.

We do not find Abraham rejoicing in the calamities about 
to come upon his neighbors; on the contrary, we find him 
generous; and so we should expect to find all who are the 
Lord’s true people, full of generosity, kindness and good 
wishes toward their neighbors— even toward such as they 
could in no degree recognize or fellowship. Instead of glory­
ing in the adversities coming upon the Sodomites, Abraham 
instinctively prayed for them divine compassion. And we 
are to remember in this connection that he had no thought 
of their calamity extending beyond the loss of the present life. 
He knew nothing about an “orthodox hell”  with its corps of 
devils to receive and everlastingly torture them. He merely 
understood the Lord that the destruction of the people and of 
their cities impended. I f  he thought at all of their future,

it would doubtless be in connection with God’s promise, that 
by and by all the families of the earth should be blessed 
through his promised heir.

We notice with pleasure the modesty of Abraham as he 
petitioned the Lord to have mercy upon his neighbors: “Wilt 
thou consume the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure 
there be fifty righteous within the city, wilt thou consume 
and spare not the place for the fifty righteous that are there­
in ’ ” He was not attempting to charge or condemn the Lord 
by applying his standards; rather he was wishing to ascertain 
what would be the divine standard in the matter— how much 
compassion the Lord could justly exercise in behalf of such as 
sought at all to walk in his ways. Abraham must have known 
well the unsavory reputation of the Sodomites;—no doubt be­
ing in communication with Lot frequently. It is to his 
credit, therefore, that he was unwilling to think of those 
people as badly as they deserved. Actually there were only 
three worthy of being delivered; yet Abraham, with generos­
ity of heart, assumed that there might be fifty. Benevolent 
people generally are pretty sure to err in their judgment on 
the favorable side, when they think of the weaknesses and 
villainies of their neighbors.

The Lord assented to Abraham’s proposition, and the lat­
ter’s faith thus encouraged, he ventured to lessen the num­
ber in his inquiry to forty-five, forty, thirty, twenty, ten, and 
with all his earnest desire he could not think of petitioning 
the Lord to save those cities from destruction if wickedness 
had gotten such a hold that only ten could be found loving 
righteousness. We rejoice in Abraham’s mercifulness, as well 
as in his faith. Had mercy not been a part of his character 
we may doubt if the Lord would have called him to be the 
starting point of his plan of salvation. “ Blessed are the mer­
ciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  Such the Lord is seeking, 
to be his agents and the channels of the mercies he has pro­
vided for mankind, to be dispensed during the Millennial age. 
Only the merciful will be acceptable to the Lord as joint-heirs 
with Jesus in the kingdom, and only the merciful of the an­
cient worthies will share with Abraham in dispensing divine 
favors to mankind as “princes in all the earth;”  representa­
tives of the spiritual kingdom.— Psa. 45:16.

We contrast Abraham’s modest and reverent petition with 
some which we have heard uttered by those who suppose 
themselves to be members of the Gospel church, the body 
of Christ,—and the contrast is immensely in Abraham’s 
favor. “O let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but 
this once [more] ; peradventure ten be found there [will you 
have mercy upon the cities for their sake] ?”  How some can 
go to the Lord in prayer in rude and dictatorial manner, tell­
ing him what they want to have done— how many they wish 
to have converted, how he shall manage the various features 
of his work, whom he shall bless and how, etc.,—we cannot 
tell. Let not such persons think that they shall receive any­
thing of the Lord; let them not think that such praying is 
either fervent or effectual in any good sense. Let us, on the 
contrary, as the Lord’s people, reason how great he is, and 
how insignificant we are; how just and true are his ways, 
and how imperfect are our best conceptions; and let us ap­
proach him with reverence to ascertain what are his pur­
poses, rather than to amend or alter them to alignment with 
our imperfect judgments.

SAVED SO AS BY FIRE
Evidently Lot’s decision to reside in Sodom was for busi­

ness reasons: he evidently had some children twenty-five
years before, when he started out with Abraham, his uncle, 
and probably his interests in business and his desire for 
prosperity leading him to reside among the Sodomites was 
chiefly for the prosperity of his children. Alas, how great 
was his mistake! Yet he did not seem to fully realize it un­
til, urged by the angel, he fled from Sodom accompanied by 
his two unmarried daughters, losing all else he had in the 
world—his wife and married children and grand children, his 
flocks and herds and servants and all his personal belongings. 
He was indeed saved, preserved, from the destruction which 
there came upon the ungodly; but it was a bare rescue, not 
an abundant deliverance; he was, so to speak, pulled out 
of the fire.

We may consider ourselves justified in considering Lot and 
his daughters who escaped to be illustrations, samples, whoso 
antitypical lessons would apply in this present day. For as 
Abraham and his patient waiting represented the faithful, 
the overcomers, so Lot seems to represent a class in the end 
of the present age, who do no, walk sufficiently by faith and 
who seek not chiefly the kingdom and its righteousness; but 
who for the sake of earthly advantage are quite willing to 
risk their spiritual interests and the highest interests of their
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