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the little company who were present on that memorable oc-
casion centuries ago, when our Savior as a man celebrated
the Passover with his disciples. We trust however, that
Judas was not represented.

Although few in number, each one seemed animated by
the same Spirit, and I think all felt like saying with Paul,
—“God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me
and I unto the world.” I believe each one present was
strengthened by that true Bread from heaven, and that all
departed with a stronger determination, if possible, to “run
with patience the race which is set before us,” and to “press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling.”

The church here unite in expressing their Christian love
to you. We all pray that the Father may strengthen and
keep you, enabling you to give to his loved ones the “meat
n due season.”

With best wishes, I am your brother in Christ,

E. F. Crist,—New York.

Desr BroTHER:—Sister Black and I partook of the em-
blems with Sister Hasson, at her home. We had a blessed
season, entering into fellowship, in our thoughts and prayers,
with the different groups and single celebrants all over the
field. As a result we hope to take up our work with added
zenl and courage.

Your brother in the blessed hope,

W. W. BLack,—Massachusetts.

Dear BroTHER RUSSELL:—Have just concluded Memorial
rervice this evening. Myself and wife only. We have had a
profitable hour and have been greatly blessed, as I hope many
of the little circles of the household have been this evening-
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We purposed going to Clifton to meet the friends there for
this occasion, but snow storm and muddy roads rendered it
out of the question. Please accept our very kind regards and
believe us to be yours in Christ.

F. J. & E. CouapmMaN,—Kansas

Dear BROTHER:—The church at Portsmouth celebrated the
Memorial Supper last night. There were present eight brethren
and one sister, besides another lady who does not hold with us.
Great solemnity and profound joy pervaded every heart. All
agreed in saying it was ‘“good to be there.”

Yours in him, WM. W. MURRAY,—Virginia.

DeAR BROTHER RUSSELL:—I1 write also to tell you of the
great blessing which all received in the celebration of the
Lord’s Memorial Supper last night. We met in a parlor and
had the comfort of having with us many who live too far to
attend our regular meetings. There were probably twenty-
five in all present. All seemed fully consecrated to the Lord,
and many were the moistened eyes, as all whom the time
would permit gave testimony of their gratitude to the Master
for his great gift of himself for us. Our thoughts were es-
pecially prepared for the Memorial by a good-sized meeting
Sunday morning, when Brother Wyndeltz, in a marvelously
clear manner, brought out the subject of the ransom, the Pass-
over; and how it is our blessed privilege to be joint partici-
pators in that one loaf. We had you and the Allegheny work
in memory to the Lord in prayer that he may graciously guide
and preserve you, and continue the blessings you have here-
tofore bestowed.

All join me in love to you and the dear brethren at Alle
gheny. Yours in our dear Redeemer,

S. H. HusroN,—Teras
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FRESH ATTACKS

“Wounded in the house of its friends,” is certainly true
of the Bible today; for it has no outside foes one-half so
antagonistic, so injurious. But it is not the Bible’s friends
who thus attack it—but enemies, who under guise of being its
friends have received honored positions in the household of
faith,—who, from the vantage point of its pulpits and col-
leges and editorial chairs, insidiously stab the Bible, while
professing to love and reverence it.

Three volumes have just issued from the press, each one
calculated to undermine, shake and overthrow the faith of
many of God’s people, who could not be reached or shaken by
the same testimony if it reached them from disreputable or
infidel sources. The first of these is volume 1IL. of the series
being published by the higher critics. The second is by Rev.
Lyman Abbott, D. D., successor to Henry Ward Beecher in
Plymouth pulpit, but now editor of the Outlook. The third is
by Judge Charles B. Waite. , It is not for us to judge that
these essayists are dishonest; nor that they are seeking re-
wards of fame as leaders of thought, in a direction toward
which all but the very few will shortly follow them, “as sheep
having no shepherd.” Rather, we will suppose these writers
to be thoroughly honest—intent upon telling the truth as it
appears to them. Indeed, we see in this movement a fulfil-
ment. of the Bible’s predictions respecting our day, the ending
of the present age.

We may pot state the matter too strongly when we de-
clare that God is back of the many present-day movements
which are ensnaring many and making shipwreck of their
faith, in the sense that he designedly does not hinder such
erroneous presentations, but, on the contrary, permits cireum-
stances to foster and prosper them. Thus the Lord declares
through the Apostle, “God shall send them strong delusions
that they may believe a lie: that they all might be damned
{condemned, as unworthy a place in the Bride of Christ] who
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness;—
because they received not the love of the truth that they might
be saved.”—2 Thes. 2:10-12.

The very men who are thus becoming blind leaders of the
blind into the ditch of unbelief are men who have had first-
class opportunities as respects education and opportunities for
Bible study; men who, had they loved the truth and sought it,
would have found it clear, convincing, precious; but who, re-
jecting the Lord’s leading, and leaning to their own under-
standings, have become vain in their imaginations; have cut
loose from their faith-anchorage, and are helplessly drifting—
they know not whither.

Does some one say,—It is strange that God should prosper
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rather than oppose these strong delusions! Yes, and the Lord
himself calls it “his strange work,” “his strange act.” (Isa
28:21) Describing this “strange” prospering of error and
unbelief the Lord says:—

“Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw
near me with their mouth, and with their lip do honor me,
but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear
toward me is taught by the precept of men: therefore behold,
1 will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, even
a marvelous work and a wonder [miracle]: for the wisdom of
their wise men shall perish and the understanding of their
prudent men shall be hid.”—Isa. 29:13, 14.

This language was applicable to typical Israel at the first
advent, and consequently is applicable to nominal, spiritual
Tsrael in the present “harvest” time of this Gospel age. The
above is merely a rehearsal of what the Prophet explains more
in detail in the previous chapter. (Isa 28) 1In verses 9 to 12
the Lord explaing the preaching of his messuge through im
perfect human lips, and that this message, rightly received.
should have brought rest and refreshment for the weary and
heavy laden: yet to the majority its blessed influences were
lost, so that as a whole Christendom or churchianity is about
to go backward and fall and be broken and snared and taken
in the general unbelief that is even now sweeping over the
civilized world.—Verse 13.

The secret strength of this delusion, which has made the
Word of God of no effect through human tradition, and pre-
pares the way for this great falling away, is mentioned in
verses 15 and 18. It is the covenant made by the great teach
ers with death, and their agreemenht with hell (sheol—the
grave, the state of death). Under this agreement or covenant,
which all the creeds of Christendom endorse, death, which
God’s Word styles an ‘“enemy,” is accepted as a friend; while
the grave, the Bible teaches us, is the great prison-house of
mankind, from which in due time the glorified Christ will de-
liver all of the prisoners who will accept his righteous terms—
by restitution processes.—Luke 4:18-21; John 5:28, 29: Acts
3:19-21,

“Hear the word of the Lord. ye <coruful men [disdaining
teachers] that rule this people.” You have thought it wise
to teach the people that death and the tomb are not enemies—
that the dead are more alive than ever they were, either in a
place of bliss or of torment. You feared to tell the people the
truth, that the dead are dead, lest this should decrease your
superstitious hold over the minds of the people. You said-
The people will prefer to think of their friends going at once
to glory, without waiting for the second coming of Christ,
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and a resurrcction of the dead, and it will heighten our influ-
ence over sinners to tell them an untruth—to misrepresent to
them the words sheol and hades and to make them believe that
these words represent a flaming torture-chamber, presided over
by legions of furious demons, and that at any moment they
may by acerdent be dropped into that eternal torment if they
are not mcmbeirs of some of the sectarian systems, which we
have organized, but none of which were or will ever be recog-
n:zed by Jesus or his apostles. You have thus practically in
elfect <iid, *We have made lies our refuge and under false-
heod hove we lnd ourselves,” and are safe—no matier how
¢reat a storm may arise;—cven though an overflowing scourge
of infilehty eome, we are safe in the ignorance of our people,
and 1n their dependence upon our dictum for their faith and
hepes of the future: as we have succeeded in “bamboozling”
them in the past, we shall continue to do in the future—Isa.
23,15,

Dut the Lord’s answer is No! This very error shall work
vour 1um, and the overthrow of your system. and all identified
thetewith shall suffer loss, (Vs. 18; 1 Cor. 3:15) I have laid
the only sure foundation, Chiist Jesus, and he that trusteth
h:in. and he alone, shall not fall, but “be able to stand” in
the great time oi testing. near at hand. Tor “judgment also
will T lay to the line and richteousness to the plummet: and
the hail [hard. euttinrg tiruth] shall sweep away the refuge
of hies, and the waters [truth] shall oveiflow the hiding place,”
and foree you to show your subterfuges. (Verse 17) The false-
hood respecting death and the death-condition will fall with all
that yvou so earefully built with this hay, wood and stubble ot
fulschiood.  The fire of tuat day shall test it and destroy it;
and when it goes down you will go down with it, and will no
lonzer have influence and preferment with the people.—
Verse 18,

This falsehood has been at the bottom of the various errors
which have confused vou; and because you had wilfulness of
heart and drew near me with lip-service, rather than a full
consceration of heart, ye deluded and blinded yourselves (as
teachers) ns well as those whom you *‘rule,” so that to all of
you 1y Word has become as a <ealed book—understood and
appreciated neither by the learned nor by the unlearned. (Isa.
29:10-12)  TTence the fall of both leaders and followers into
the ditch of unhelief—infidelity. This calamity will pursue
rou continually until you come to “understand the report [doc-
trine, truth].”—1Isa, 28-19.

Why so? Because the creed-beds you have made for your-
selves are too short for men to rest upon. They would serve
the purposes of infants in thought and reason; but as knowl-
edge, growth, comes, the bed is found too short, too uncom-
fortable. The covering, too, is insufficient for the developed
mind. though sufficient for the infantile. No thinking person
can wrap himself securely in the narrow hopes of any “ortho-
dox” creed: if he gets under the covers of the Calvinistic
ereed-bed and endeavors to consider himself one of the elect, as
therein taught, he is harrassed by the chilling air of doubt,
and eries:—

“’Tis a point I long to know,
Am T his or am [ not.”

If he removes to the trundle-bed creed of Arminianism,
and <eeks to cover himself with the hope that there is no
election—that the door is open and that ‘“whoscever will”
gurely includes himself, he cannot get warm because the chilly
doubt comes to him again with the suggestion that the Scrip-
tures certainly do mention a “little flock” and an “elect”
class and a “narrow way.” And he reasons that if God de-
Iiberatelv planned and prepared an eternity of torture for the
vact majority of his ereatures, he must be a loveless if not a
conscienceless being—on whose mercy no reliance is to be
placed. The larger he grows mentally the more uncomfortable
the short beds and narrow creeds. until he resolves to get out
of them m disgust. The difficulty is that it is not merely
respeeting human erceds that he loses faith; buf believing that
they represent God’s Word, the thinke~ becomes a general
skeptie, and viewing the Bible from the outside only, and in
the heht of the traditions of the elders, he is deaf to every
influence and appeal for the truth during the present age, and
until in the new dispensation the voice of the Son of man
shall declare the truth with no uncertainty—when all the deaf
and dead shall hear and, obeying, may have “life more
abundant.”

The theory, that the dead are not dead, is the basis for the
false doctrines of hell and purgatory, and these monstrous
absurdities are the rocks upon which the entire system of
Babylon is heing wrecked; and only those who learn in time
that these are unscriptural, and who learn the true Gospel as
illustrated in the divine plan of the ages, will be able to stand
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the shock of skepticism, higher criticism, evolution theory, ete.,
now sweeping down upon churchianity.

Rev. Heber Newton, D. D., of New Yok City, a leading
man in “Orthedoxy,” more courageous than some of his asso-
ciates, boldly states his agreement with death and skeol, over
his own signature, as follows:—

“Death is the true resurrection.
conceivable.

“He who dies awakens into consciousness the same being
as of old.

“The threads of the old existence are not cut at the touch
of death.

“Death ushers us into no foreign world. All that is essen-
tial to human life here will be found there.”

REVIEWS OF THE BOOKS MENTIONED

The fact that the first named is gotten out by the higher
critics, tells in a word of its antagonism to the Bible as a
d:rane revelation, and it will probably circulate chieifly among
theologians already well saturated with doubts, and too con-
servative to circulate such books among their people to arouse
doubts and questions they could never hope to answer. But
the other two books are of a diffcient caste—intended for the
people, and likely to be well advertised, and “pushed” upon
public attention by their publishers, and will work havoe
among those resting their faith upon sects and creeds. We
must notice these, to guard our readers against them. Re-
member, however, that we do not expeet to be able to help any
to “stand” except “the very elect,” and them not -o much by
outward as by inward evidences of the Bible’s divine author-
ship. Remember that it is our understanding, a- outhined 1
these pages for the past twenty-two years, that Babylon'-
sudden fall, as a great millstone, is to 1esult from such
influences.

Dr. Abbott’s work is styled, The Life and Iiteratire of the
Ancient Hebrews; and we have come across what we consider
an excellent and very modcrate review of 1t in The Nourth
American, from which we make extraets, which we behieve will
interest our readers, as follows:—

BOOK SHOULD HAVE GREAT INFLUENCE

“Coming at this particular point of hnman mental lastory,
when so many of us are relizgiously unsettled, unwilling either
to accept materialism, or to believe what never can be proved,
the book may be expected to exercise no little influence upon
our decision. . . . If Dr. Abbott’s book be the last and author-
itative word of the Higher Criticism, then its opponents at
Jeast know where they stand, and where issue should be joined.

“The present reviewer is bound to mention his profound
dissent from the position which Dr. Abbott has taken. If
what the reverend essayist pronounces to be the final truth
ahout religion le =o indeed, then it seems to me thit rehgion
is not worth attending to. We have practically not advanced
beyond the religious state of the ancient ¥gyptians, or of
classic paganism. Religion is morality softened a little by
an illogical suspension of judgment regarding some so-called
religious mysteries. Dr. Abbott does not state his opinion in
these words; but after examining his argument I cannot see
what else to make of it. He does not believe that the Bible
is the inspired Word of God; he does not believe that Christ
is God made flesh.

NO SUBLIME PASSION IN IT

“What he does believe on these points is common-sensible,
plausible and ingeniously argued; but it is poignantly dis-
appointing to those who look for the glow of supersensual
faith; there is in it no lift, no sky, no sublime passion. I do
not see how such a creed can hold and combine men; how it
can do anything but loose and disperse them. It makes no
demand upon us, except to be amiable and keep the command-
ments. It makes the straight and narrow path only too smooth
and facile. It engenders no misgivings as to the competence of
human intellect to solve all important religious problems. It
ventures to call Herbert Spencer’s Unknown Energy at the
background of phenomena by the name of Deity; but it sup-
plies us with no adequate reason for loving him, or for a con-
viction that he, in any comprehensible, vital way, loves us. It
denies that he has ever vouchsafed ws any first-hand, incon-
testable revelation of himself.

“According to Dr. Abbott, he (God) always permits him-
self to be colored, modified, and arranged, as it were, accord-
ing to the limitations and bias of his human prophets; and
we have nothing for it but their own personal persuasion that
thev were not wofully deceived in their assumed function. In
short, the Bible is a remarkable and superior kind of litera-
ture; and God is an august and lovely possibility. Christ is,
or was, a man in whom the divine Spirit was powerfully and
perhaps uniquely manifested. But nothing has reallv hap-
pened in religious history which could not be paralleled in

No other resurrection 1s
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kind, if not in degree, with what happens in the experience of
any one of us. And yet Dr. Abbott states everything so softly
and sweetly that we hardly feel, at the time we read him, that
he is depriving us of religious essentials. It is only when we
think him over afterwards that we perceive that we have
nothing but husks to eat, and that the immortal springs have
1un dry.
y HERE I8 THE KEYNOTE OF IT

“The keynote of his attitude is in a chance sentence in the
preface: ‘What will the New Criticism do with the Bible?
Why shall we not rather ask, What will the Bible do with
the New Criticism? As a matter of fact, it turns out that the
New Criticism does not and cannot touch the Bible, in its
divine essence, at all. It is occupied entirely with a minute
and learned examination of the outside or shell of the Bible—
with its letter, as we say. It makes certain discoveries, or
arrives at certain theories, with regard to this letter; and then
procceds to judge of the Word of God upon the basis of these
external discoveries and deductions.

“The conclusion reached is that the Bible is not divinely—
that is, directly—inspired; is mot the authentic and eternal
Word of God; and, since no other book claims to be that, it
follows that there is no such thing extant as a full divine
revelation. Now, obviously, God can never be found out by
man, working with his finite human faculties; if he do not
1eveal himself, he will never be revealed, and must always
Temaim a mere surmise or plausible deduction from facts which
man 1s capable of disceining. There is nothing—absolutely
nothing—divinely authoritative upon which we can take our
stand.

AUTHORSHIP OF THE BIBLE DISCUSSED

“The Bible is nothing more than an adventitious colloca-
tion of wrntings, composed by Hebrews of salient intellectual,
moral and emotional gifts, who lived some thousands of years
ago \We are to take 1t for what it seems to us to be worth,
and for nothing more. It is full of errors, chronological,
geographical, seientifie; it is full of fairy tales, lyrics, imagina-
tive stuff of all kinds, which, however, possess the common
peeuliatrity that they do contain constant references to the
Hebrew Jehovah.  If there do not live among us today poets,
story-writers and ‘prophets’ just as remarkable as these old
tHebiew ones, that is only because it happens so; and on the
other hand, our historians and scientific writers are far more
trustworthy.

s regards the prophets, we are to understand that they
were not prophets in the sense that they foretold things to
come: if Tsaiah or somebody else used a form of words which
mnght be regaided as a foretelling of the coming of Christ, that
is a mere coincidence, nothing of the kind was in the prophet’s
thought<  Upon the whole, were a number of devout, pure-
ninded, highly gifted men to get together today, they might
turn out a very 1espectable Bible of their own, entitled to
just as much 1espect as this ancient volume or library, which
has been so painfully handed down to us ffom antiquity.

“l say, they might; no doubt, on the other hand, they
might not; but at any rate, there is no apparent reason in
the natwie of things why they should not.

WONDERS AT DR. ABBOTT’S CONCLUSIONS

“Now, T do not suppose there are many to question that
the Bible has all the imperfections that Dr. Abbott finds in it.
But many must be at a loss to discover why, admitting the
mnperfeetions, and conceding that the Bible is nothing else at
most than an attempt to show that God is reckoned with in
human history, Dr. Abbott should regard the Bible as in any
sense a divine book.

“If the Bible be not something infinitely deeper and more
vital to mankind than this, it is practically nothing; and that
it should have survived all these years, and have so power-
fully influenced mankind, is extraordinary, to say the best of
it. It leaves us destitute of any certain knowledge of God,
and entirely free to deny that any Supreme Being exists.

“In truth, unless we are prepared to make assumptions, at
the outset, far outstripping any possible conclusions or dis-
coveries of human knowledge or science, we cannot hope to
have any God or Bible whatever. If we are to credit a divine
Providence at all, we must credit it without any reservations
whatever.

“If I could prove my belief in God by any process of
logical demonstration, I should cease to believe in him. It is
a certainty miraculously implanted in the soul, or it is
nothing.

“I believe that the Bible is the inspired Word of God. I
do so in virtue of reading the Bible, and being convinced by a
spiritual and mystical process that it is the divine revelation.
1 then perceive that the trivial and often revolting historical
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details of a depiaved and infidel people which 1t recounts; the
songs which it sings, the apostrophes which it records, the
allegories, the stories which it nariates, have not, in their
literal significance, any divine or exteinal meaning whatever.

“But all these are a mask, cover or body, under or within
which is a soul or spirit, answermg part to part to its ma-
terial envelope or instrument, and conveying the spiritual
truths concerning the Creator and the human being which he
has created, which are essential to that creature’s integrity
and salvation

“Though its compilation seems to have been governed by
chance, it was not so, but it was divinely ordained from the
beginning. And whether or not the writers thought they were
inspired, every word which they set down had already existed
in the divine mind, and their hands were divinely guided so to
write it and not otherwise.

“The true alternatives between which we must make our
choice are the view stated by Dr. Abbott, which gives up re-
ligion; and this, which demands the surrender of the judgment
of the human senses. His book may precipitate this choice,
and thus do a good beyond what he had himself foreseen.”

JUDGE WAITE’'S CRITICISM OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

This book is ably reviewed by the New York Tribine, from
which we give the following extracts:

“Of the numerous gospels in use in the church in the sec-
ond century, the author says that only three were probably
apostolic, namely, the Gospel of St. Paul, the Gospel or Recol-
lections of Peter, and the Oracles or Sayings of Christ,
attributed to Matthew. These, as well as numerous other
sacred writings now unknown, were reserved as sacred secrip-
tures in the early church, until they were suppressed in the
interest of the present four gospels. ‘I found myself,’ says
Theodoret (A. p. 430), ‘upward of two hundred such books
held in honor among your churches, and. collecting them all
together, I had them put aside and instead introduced the
Gospels of the four Evangelists.’ Many of the early Fathers
refer plainly to these suppressed writings, and some of these
references indicate that writings now unknown to the church
were regarded as authoritative The three writings mentioned
above probably did not teach the miraculous conception of
Jesus or his physical resurrection. But it is the contention of
the author that these and other beliefs gradually grew into
shape in the church, and that then the present Gospels were
written, many of the materials in the older writings heing used,
the Gospel of Paul was thus the germ of the Gospel of Tuke;
the Gospel of Peter of the Gospel of Mark, and the Oracles of
the Gospel of Matthew.

“Holding thus as to their origin, the author naturally re-
jects the Gospels as unhistorical.  Undoubtedly, he says. there
was a moral and religious teacher that came to be known as
Christ. This teacher, who had devoted followers and disciples,
was put to death in the reign of Tiberius, and after his death
Paul, the chief of his disciples, founded a new religion on his
doctrines and precepts and on the belief in his resurrection.
Both Peter and Paul, in the opinion of the author, were re-
gponsible for much of the crueltv. hicotry and tanaticism
which came later to characterize Christianitv. The apostolic
fathers emphasized most the supernatural elements in Chris-
tianitv. and in a credulous age new supernatural additions
could easily be made without exciting any protest.”

THE FOUNDATION OF GOD STANDETH SURE

Replying to the Judge’s arguments, we notice first, that
their weight depends greatly upon the attitude of the mind
recerving them. If we will imagine a mind (and’ they are
legion) already disgusted with the dim of the jarring and
contradictory creeds of Christendom’s sects, numbering more
than a hundred; and if, additionally, we will imagme that
mind awakened, in part at least, to a realization of the in-
justice, unmercifulness, lovelessness, pitilessness, heartlessness,
of the doctrine of eternal torment of all except a “little flock”
of “saved” ones: and if we will 1emember that this awakened
and disgusted mind has from infancy been taught that the
Bible is the foundation for that slander upon the divine
Creator, then we can ecasily see that to such a mind the
weight of Judge Waite’s book would be immense. Ruch an
one 18 prepared and waiting for an excuse for utterly repudi-
ating the Bible, and getting 1id once and forever of harrass-
ing fears 1especting the future of himself and millions of
others, which as a nightmare had haunted his soul since
infancy.

To the mind thus prepared and fertilized with the rich
compost of the errors of centuries, including the “dark ages,”
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every argument of this book will doubtless bring conviction
and  seem utterly unanswerable.  The seeds of doubt. onee
sprouted, will make reverence give place to contempt, and
every atemn that is obscure 18 classed as an inconsistency anid
contradiction, and speedily faith’s anchorage is wholly lost
\nd n the ease of the mujority there 13 no real faith. but
merely ereduhty. which vanishes still wore rapidly.

But on the ofher hand, note the position of those who
approdach these questions and suggestions of doubt from the
oppesite ~tandpoint :—like those mentioned by the Prophet,
~aying, “The people that de krou their God shall be strong and
suceeed 7 Suppose this one to have “tasted that the Lord is
araciou~.” m realizing the torgiveness of his sins, and that
bemng thus justified he ha~ made a full consecration of him-
~elf to the Lord—even unto death: and that thus he was
begotten ot the holy Spirit and realized the new life begun in
hi~ heart, and making progress in all the fruits of the Spirit;
—one m whom old things had passed away and all things
become new.

Suppose. additionally  that this one was Iiving today, and
con~equently privileged to partake or the “meat 1 due season”
provided tor those of the household of faith who are Israelites

mdeed, and in a proper attitude of heart to receive it.  Sup-
pose that he had been o rathful student an the school ol
Chiist and learned ot hon. being “tanght ot God.”  Suppose

that now he saw clearly the divine plan of the ages,—the
tall of our first parents, the promses through the patriarchs
and the prophets of o mieat Redeeiner out ot Israel. who
dying, shoutd thus redec o1 purehase all men, not from tor-
went. but from deatlh, and who, smee has resurieetion, has
warted with the work ot restitution fresuirection) for the
world until, as appointed by the Father. he shall have first
sclected his “eleet™ chureh s brude and joint-heir in the
Mingdom, which s to Bess and re~tore all the willing of the
purchased race

Suppose this one, who has scen with the eyes of hiv un-
derstanding the wisdom  justice, love and power ot God por-
trayed in God’s Word 1 respect to the divine plan, as 1t shall
ultimately <hine torth as the sun,—would 1t be easy to con-
vince such an one that he had tollowed cunningly devised
fables¥ Nay, verily, he would say with one of old. [ know
in whom 1 have believed. and am persuaded that he iy able
to keep that which 1 have commitled unto him.”—2 Tim 1:12,

Ask such an one what he thinks ot the fact that the New
festament was not handed down from heaven in book form,
but grew. as one after another added his testimony, and he
would answer, Why. yes!  How else could it come to us and
yet have us “walk by faith and not by sight”? Inquire what
he thinhs of the taet cited above, that Theodoret declared that
in the churches of one provinee he tound over a hundied dif-
ferent manusciipts. by various authors, dealing with the events
of our Lord’s mmistry . and that he, Thendoret persuaded
them to accept as authoritative the tour Gospels we now use,—
relegating the remaindcr to less prominence. a3 unauthorita-
tive  Ask f this would shake his farth in the narratives of
the four Gospels, aceepted now as well as then?

His answer would be. No. this does not shake my faith. I
know very well that none ot the Gospels were written until
after Pentecost, and that later ou there were numerous pres-
entations of the matter by more and less competent writers. I
know that ot the four accounts -0 long canonically recognized
by the Lord’s people twe tMark and Luke) make no claim
to having been wntten by apostles 1 can well surmise that
all aecount< in that day «of seareity ot hooks would be costly,
a~ to time of preparation, and on this account, as well because
of their ~.cred theme, all such would be kept in more or less
honor, by the Lord’s people. 1 ean readily see the wisdom of
deciching which of the<e ver-tons were the wmore accurate in
detaal ard desnnabte i <tyle of diction: and I agree that a
counal of believers voould be a desiralde way of reaching a
conciusion ou tlas subjecr that would be beneficial to all.
And T fully endorse the selection made, and conclude that in
this, as an all of hia poople’s affairs our Lord supervised.
IFurthermore I am the more econvinced of the honesty of the
records, a3 well a< of those wha decided upon them, by the
fact that two of thein do not ¢lzim to have been made by eye-
witnesses, nor by apostolie writing, but were by St. Paul’s
contemporaries and assistants. and one of those says most
modestly :—

“Forasmuch asg many have taken in hand to set forth in
order a decliration of those things which are most surely
believed among us [primitive Christians], even as they [apos-
tles, ete.] delivered them unto us—[they] who from the hegin-
ning were eye-witnesses and ministers of the Word; it seemed
good to me also. having had perfect understanding of these
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things from the very first. to write unto thee in order, most
excellent Theophilus.”—Luke 1:1-3.

Could there be anything less like deception than this?
Would it not have been easy for dishonest men to have omitted
the introductory words of Luke's Gospel, and to have given it
the name of James, or Paul, or Andrew, or Peter, or Na-
thaniel?  And could they not have done similarly with the
Gospel by Mark? Moreover, it is evident from the above words
of Theodoret, as well as from other records, that the general
recognition of the four Gospels we now recognize took place
long before Theodoret’s writings. He mentions the matter in
a4 manner that implies that the province thus instructed and
advised was an exception to the rule—different from the
churches of other provinces. And this, and the evidence-
against the rejected (““apoeryphal”) books, and the evidences
1n tavor of the four Gospels we still recognize were so weighty
with the churches that Theodoret evidently had no difficulty in
convineing them of the propriety of the course he advised.

No secret has been made of the fact that certain records
respecting that time were rejected, and some Bibles, especially
old Family Bibles, contained numerous of those rejected books.
separated from the accepted ones, and styled as a whole The
Apocrypha. And we have no hesitation in saying that the
difference between these rejected records and those accepted
and kept are so great that not one of our readers would be
unable to quickly detect the wide differences between the style
and general presentations of these and the simple, grand. unos-
tentatious presentations of our four Gospels,

But, some one may ask, If these Gospels were not selected
m the apostles’ days, but long afterward, how do we know
that they were inspired? We answer, that in the apostles’
days most of the evangelizing was done by word of mouth, few
people knew how to read, even if they had books; and the
lord evidently did not intend to fix matters so that there
should be no room for doubts and doubters, and no room fo
exercise of faith in his supervision of his own cause. He
undoubtedly did supervise the matter, so that we have in the
four Gospels a very full vecord of the facts. Nor are we to
think that inspiration is requisite to the telling of the truth,
and these Gospels make no claim to having been inspired o1
needing ingpiration ;—they are histories. We read Macaulay’s
history of England and believe its records without thinking
of asking whether Macaulay wau inspired to write 1t We
trust it even though we have no reason to assume that God
~upervised its statements, as we have good reason to expect
he did with the Gospel records.

As for the Epistles, their case is different,—they are not
merely historical records; they are doctrinal treatises; respect-
ing the authority, the inspiration, of their writers we have
good reason to inquire. And whoeser will examine the rejected
or Apocryphal epistles will find that they are wholly inferior
to those retained, and in addition, that no apostolic epistle
was rejected and no unapostolic epistle retained. The con-
clusion of the early church was the same that ours now would
be. (1) That Paul was the Apostle chosen of God to fill
Judas’ place (the uninspired and undirected action of the
eleven in choosing Matthias, previous to Pentecost, heing
entirely ignored by the Lord). (2) That all of the apostles
were specially selected and specially inspired and directed of
the Lord for the work given them to do; and that they have
no successors in office and authority ;—even though Papacy
has since claimed, to the contrary, the same inspiration and
authority for its popes. The last book of the Bible sets ita
seal to the thought that the twelve were special representatives
of God. and that the number could not be added to,—by show-
ing the glorified church of the future, under the symbol of a
city—whose twelve foundations had in them written the names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

It is objected further, that some of the books now recog-
mzed as parts of the New Testament were regarded with sus-
picion by some of the churches for quite a while, and openly
rejected by some for a season:—among others the second Epis-
tle of Peter, and Revelation. We answer, that this is not
surprising; and so far from being an unfavorable item it ic
favorable;—-showing clearly that whatever indifference might
have been manifest in some congregations at first, some were
very critical, very exacting as to the proofs of genuineness of
what they received. And as for the Book of Revelation, it
helonged less to that day, anyway. It is specially ours of
today, and contains abundant internal evidence of its one-ness
with the remainder of God’s Book.

However, as at first stated, all these things, while clear as
crystal to those possessed of and taught by God’s Spirit, are
obscure to all others who will find abundant opportunity for
“stumbling at the Word, being disobedient.”” Tt is still as truc
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as when our Master said it, that—"1f any man will do my
Father’s will, he shall know of my doctrine.” Whoever will
not do this, whatever else that is good he may do, will not
know,—not being of the kind “to whom it is given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom.” (Matt, 13:11) To all others the
matter may be foggy, at best; even as the Prophet declared,
“None of the wicked [unfaithful to their covenant] shall un-
derstand.” The Scriptures are for and addressed to the church
—the saints and the household of faith; and their evidences
are internal, not external; just as the symbolic vessels and
furniture, etc., of the Tabernacle and of the Temple were com-
pletely hidden from outsiders, and could be fully seen only by
the typical priesthood, in the light ot the typieal oil and lamp
Does some one ask, What can we do for friends whom we
may expect more and more to see drifting off into skepticism?
Must we let them go without endeavoring to help them?

We answer, No; we should do all we can for each one,
even though we know that it will avail nothing for the vast
majority. Give them the following treatment, asking divine
wisdom to know how to approach them wisely. (1) Let them
read this paper, and (2) loan them MILLENNIAL DAWN, VoL.
1., the first four chapters of which were specially written for
the assistance of truth-seekers, who need first of all to have
faith established in the Bible as a whole. If they are in the
proper condition of heart, that is to say, if they have the
“hearing ear,” they will get a start at least in that volume,
which perhaps has converted more infidels than any other
book in print today. If they love the truth and appreciate
the divine character as set forth in the Plan of the Ages, they
will want to go on and on in the green pastures of truth, and
by the still waters they will be refreshed, and doubtless the
great Shepherd will by his rod and staff guide them to the
kingdom. But the record is that a thousand to one shall
fall.—Psa. 91:7

WHENCE THE PRESENT GENERAL BLINDNESS?

Prevalent blindness and loss of faith in the Bible are at-
tributable to the various so-called Orthodox creeds of Christen-
dom; formed during the “dark ages,” these are full of super-
atitions and falsehoods, and vain attempts to reconcile these
with the holy Scriptures. Now that reason is awakened it
does not occur to the devoted sectarian that the fault is wholly
with his creed, and that it really is in violent conflict with
God’s Word as reverently and reasonably interpreted. On the
contrary, he loses faith in his Bible in proportion as he loses
faith in his creed; because he considers them to be in harmony

-identical in their teachings.

He has a reverence for his Bible as an antique, as a
remembrancer of the past,—intimately associated with his
earliest experience at a pious parent’s knee; and he has a
similar reverence for the creed and denomination to which his
parents and himself have long been attached. But he has lost
faith in both. He can see at a glance the inconsistency of the
teachings of the various creeds, that God is either incapable of
extending the knowledge of Christ to all mankind, and giving
all a fair opportunity for believing and obeying the Gospel,
or else that he is unwilling to do so to any but an elect few;
and that the vast remainder are to be tormented to all eter-
uity ;—which, if God knew the end from the beginning, implies
that he provided them with eternal life with the foreknowledge
and intention that they should thus suffer.

Men could stifle reason in this manner once, but they can
do so no longer. It is to their credit as reasoners, and to
their credit as men and women of heart and sympathy, that
they reject such theories as impossible of belief, and declare
that such testimony bears on its face the evidence that it is
untrue; that it is a blasphemy against the true God and a
dishonor to the conscience and reasoning powers of every one
who 80 professes; and that they had rather trust to a theory
of their own construction, built on love and reason, than
stultify themselves longer by such professions.

And not seeing that their creeds malign the Bible as much
as they do the Creator, they reverently lay aside Bible and
catechism as relics of their thought-infancy. Nominally they
still adhere to their denomination as being “as good as any,
and as correct as any;” and the denomination still adheres.
nominally, to the creed and the Bible and the accustomed
forms and ceremonies: believing them to have a salutary effect
upon the young and a restraining influence upon the immorally
inclined.

However it may be kept secret, the “broad-minded” and
“intelligent,” ‘“up-to-date” ministers and members of the
various denominations have taken, or are rapidly taking, the
view advanced by Dr. Abbott, set forth foregoing: that morality,
and not faith in Christ, is the divine test. The tendency of
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many is to universalism, but the majority, having lost faith
in the Bible, have no guide whatever except their own or other
men’s reasons, and are full of doubts. They have lost their
anchor and are being driven to shipwreck on the rocks of
infidelity by the inereasing winds of reason.

These all need help; but there are none who can render
aid except such as by the grace of God have gotten their own
eyes open to see that the Bible has been unintentionally tra-
duced in the house of its friends—that it is loyal to God, and
most beautifully grand and self-consistent to the sanctified
reason, and able to stand the test today and to come off
victor, as much as in the past; while, on the contrary, the
sectarian creeds can find no defenders among reasonable men.

The bolder infidels tell us that the Bible was made up by
priests and knaves. We inquire, which priests and knaves?—
of which denomination?

Was it made by Methodist priests and knaves?

If s0, why did they not add a dozem or so more texts to
support their special tenet—that divine grace is free during
this Gospel age? And why did they not omit those texts
which mention “election” and the “elect”?

Was it the Presbyterians who made the Bible?

If so, why did they not add more texts on election, and
omit the three or four which appear to be contrary to the
doctrine of election, and which they cannot explain away?

Was it Lutheran priests, Episcopal priests, or Baptists!?
No! for similar reasons.

Oh! Finally they conclude that it must have been made by
the priests and knaves of the church of Rome! Well, let us
see whether its internal evidences favor that view. What ob-
ject did they serve by such a fraud?

If the Roman Catholics made the New Testament, and pre-
tended that they gave the words of Jesus and the apostles, so
as to furnish a foundation for their teachings, how comes it
that they are and have long been the bitter foes of the Bible—
Bible readings, Bible Societies, etc.? And how comes it that
they did not make a Bible which would support their theories?
Why did they not put into it clear statements to the effect
that Peter was the first pope; that our Lord’s mother was the
“Mother of God,” and that she should be prayed to; that
saints are to be prayed to; that images, crucifixes and pie-
tures are to be adored? Why did they omit mention of “holy
water,” “holy candles,” “extreme unction,” consecrated ceme-
teries, and the invalidity of any but priestly marriages? Why
did they not insert commands respecting the wearing of
“‘gealpels,” the necessity of masses for the dead, to get them
out of purgatory? Why did they not insert instructions to all
to apply to the priests for indulgences, and fix liberal prices
at which théy should be supplied? Why was Purgatory left
unmentioned when it is the mainstay of their church treasury*
Why did they not throw in at least a dozen or 8o texts
amongst the epistles of Paul, Peter, James and John describ-
ing hell and purgatory in vivid colors, instead of omitting a
single mention of either? Why did they not insert a dozen
texts or so on the doctrine of Trinity, instead of leaving the
entire Bible without such a text, until the seventh century,
when one text was corrupted, so as to indirectly imply some-
thing of the kind? (1 John 5:7—admitted by all trinitarians
to be corrupted, and omitted from the Revised Version). Why
did they not insert a passage to show that the “clergy” are
separate and distinet from the “laity”?

Why, on the contrary, did they insert passages which say
that there is no such class distinction as “clergy’” or “laity” in
God’s church, but that—“Ye are all one in Christ Jesus”?
Why did they permit that their favorite, the Apostle Peter,
should be made to contradict their theory and practice, by
saying, not of the “clergy,” but of the whole church, “Ye are a
royal priesthood”? (1 Pet. 2:9) Why did they permit the oft
repeated statements that the end of the wicked would be
“destruction”-—*sccond death,” etc.,, which would be wholly
contradictory to their theory of “cternal torment”?

We answer, that the evidence is conclusive that the Bible
was not made by any of the sects, and is in antagonism to
them all, and that in justice it should be judged by itself—by
its own internal evidences. And all who have seen its beauty
from this standpoint, praise God for the light:—for his won-
derful plan of the ages, of which the ransom at Calvary, once
for all, is the center, the election of the Gospel church a grand
incidental, and the blessings of the Millennial age, bringing
opportunities for obedience unto eternal life to all the redeemed
is the grand outcome.

Whoever knows this Gospel and does not desire and en-
deavor to spread it to others about him who are blind to it, but
hungry for it, surely lacks the spirit of Christ, whatever may
be his profession. How dwelleth the love of God in him?
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“HE ASCENDED UP ON HIGH”
AcTs 1:1-11.—wmay 19.
“Whale he blessed them he was parted from them and cartied up into heaven.”—Luke 24:51.

Luke, the writer of the Acts of the Apostles, in its intro-
duction refers to his Gospel narrative of the life of Jesus—
respecting ‘““all that Jesus began both to do and to teach until
the day in which he was taken up.” It was no doubt of
divine intention that he should express this matter in this par-
ticular form, and refer to the personal work of Jesus as
merely the beyginning of his work. Only those who grasp this
thought; 21, that the body, or the church, “the body of
Christ.” in the fle<h. is a continuation of the work of Jesus,
the Head of that body, in the flesh—only such can grasp with
learness the divine plan. We are to consider the name, Jesus,
a8 the personal name of our Lord and Head, and the name
Christ, or Anointed, as the official name, applicable to him as
the head, and to the whole church as his body. From this
staterment the two adventa of Christ are brought close together,
for the work of the first advent, the sacrifice of Christ in the
flesh, will be little more than completed, until the work of the
second advent begins, the blessing of all the families of the
earth with restitution privileges and mercies, at the hands of
the glorified Christ, Tlend and body. TIndeed the preparation
for the new age and its work laps upon this Gospel age and
it work,

It was in harmony with this thought (that the work which
he had begun, his apostles and all his footstep-followers, were
to carry on) that the Master so particularly instructed them
during the forty days after his resurrection. We have already
noticed that he appeared to them in all some six or eight times,
and now in the present lesson we have an account of his
seventh {or minth) appearance, at the end of the forty days.
It was probably at least a week after he had seen seven
brethren in Galilee that he appeared to them again at Jerusa-
lem, where he cvidently had appointed the apostles to assemble.
Here he met with them and gave them his final parting instrue-
tions, which were perfectly in harmony with his previous
teachings, that their mission was to continue to be a spiritual
one, to feed his sheep and to feed his lambs—to continue the
work which he had begun, and to follow in his footsteps. But
he impresses upon their minds the fact that they are incom-
petent for this work until first they shall have received of the
Father through him a special power from on high, for which
he bade them wait at Jerusalem. He reminded them that this
blessing for which they were to wait was the same that he
already had mentioned before his crucifixion,—telling them
that the Father would send the holy spirit in his name, that
it would bring to their remembrance all things that he had
spoken unto them, and guide them into all truth, ete.—John
14 16, 265 15:26.

Ile would impress his diseiples with the importance of the
blessing for which they were to wait, and with the fact that
it meant to them a new era, a new dispensation: as they knew
of the reformation movement instituted by John the Baptizer,
and that the repentant sinners were immersed in water, he
would have them know that now he was instituting a church
on a much higher plane, and that all who would be received
into 1t would be immersed in holy Spirit,* holy power—come
under an influence of power from on high. His declaration
that this would be not many days hence. was indefinite pur-
posely; first, that they should expect it soon. and not be
disheartened or discouraged, and yet he left the exact number
of days unstated, so that they might be continually watching
for it. This left the apostles in a waiting attitude, and, as
Luke informs us, 1n an attitude of prayer and expectancy,
very profitable to them at this juncture.

Slowly, during the forty days, the disciples were learning
to expect very different things from what they had in mind at
the beginning and throughout the Lord’s ministry: they were
learning that the kingdom glories and honors were not to be
distributed mmmediately; but that a new dispensation, and a
new kind of work m harmony with it, was set before them
to be done; and gradually their minds reverted to the proph-
ecie~ 1 which the blessings of the Lord upon the nation of
[aracl are -et forth, and the intimation given that the blessings
upon the whole world are to flow through the children of
Abraham an some national capacity. They had confidence in
these propheeies, and now they would ask the Lord respecting
them Jfow eould these prophecies be fulfilled under the new
arrangement, which seemied to ignore the nation and to merely
us¢ themselves, the Lord’s followers, a mere fragment of the
nation. Ienece their inquiry of the Master whether now or
goon or when the prophecies would be fulfilled, which promised

* “Ghost” is old Fnghsh for “spint”—the word is really obsolete,
and had the Americar Revision Committee had 1ts wav 1t would never
have appeared in the Revised Version, we are told It 15 not used in
the American Committee’s Version, 1t is misleading
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the restoration of Israel to divine favor as God’s kingdom,
thus implying its release from the power of Rome and all other
dominions.

Our Lord’s answer was not to the effect that they had
misunderstood these prophecies, and that they would all have
some kind of spiritual fulfilment; on the contrary, by his
answer he implied that their conception of the prophecies was
quite proper, but that the time for their fulfilment had not yet
come, and that they must not press the question as to the times
and seasons; they must trust to God, who has these in his
own keeping, and who will abundantly fulfil every promise he
had ever made in its due time.

Our Lord, then, drew the minds of his disciples back to
their own work, to which he had called them—to the work
which they were to accomplish as members of his body in the
flesh. He informs them that they shall be specially empowered
through the holy Spirit, which the Father would send in his
name; and that using this power, this influence, they would be
privileged to be his witnesscs—his representatives—representa-
tives of his character, his teachings and his work, not only in
Jerusalem and throughout Judea and Samaria, but also
eventually to the utmost parts of the earth He would have
them sce that a great work was being committed to their care.
God would attend to all of his promises in due time; now they,
to be his co-laborers and witnesses, must be attentive to the
work to which they had consecrated themselves, and for which
they now were to be thoroughly empowered and quickened
thiough the holy Spirit. With this parting lesson, while he
was walking with them and talking to them on the Mount of
Olives, going in the direction of Bethany, he began gradually
to ascend from them, a cloud receiving him out of their <ight.

One error leads to another: and the failure to note that
our Lord’s change of nature from human to spiritual took
place in his resurrection, and that his presence during the
forty days was that of a spirit being, unseen cxcept when he
for a few times very briefly appeared to his disciples for the
purpose of instructing them, and these different appearances
in different forms, in different kind of clothing, ete.—has led
some to very peculiar ideas respecting our Lord’s ascension.
Thus we find one doctor of divinity saying on the subject:
“The ascension was a noble and fitting close of the earthly
career of Jesus; far better than to die again, as Tazarus did,
or to remain always on earth in his body—the only alterna-
tives!” Poor man! How tightly error has blindfolded the
eyes of his understanding, that he should think thu«

From the Secriptural standpoint, that our Lord way raised
“a quickening spirit,” invisible to mankind, and that he merely
“appeared” in forms of flesh, the matter has an entirely dif-
ferent aspect. From this standpoint we see that this last
appearance of our Lord to the disciples, like the other ap-
pearances, was intended for their instruction, and to help
natural men, not yet begotten of the holy Spirit, to under-
stand deep things, which otherwise they could not so well have
comprehended. Our Lord’s ascension was simply another way
of disappcarimmg. When he appeared to them in the upper
room, the door being shut, and talked to them and convinced
them, having finished his lesson he “vanished” as suddenly as
he had “appeared.” The body of flesh and its clothing, which,
by miraculous power. he had organized within the room, he
could and did disoiganize again by a power beyond our com-
prehension—the same power which turned the water at Cana
into wine; by the same power by which angels had frequently
appeared as men for a purpose,—disappearing when the pur-
pose had been accomplished. Indeed, in one of these instances
narrated in the Seriptures, an angel accomplished his disap-
pearance in very much the same manner in which our Lord
disappeared on this last occasion of his ascension.—Judges 13:
19-21.

The propriety of thus terminating his intercourse with the
disciples is evident: they would have no further expectation of
his appearing to them again as a man, in different forms, after
such a farewell: they would understand that he was gone from
them now as a spirit being, as he had previously said: “It is
expedient for you that I go away, for if T go not away the
Comforter will not come.” The confusion of the D. D. from
whom we quote foregoing, is the more manifest from the fact
that in further writing upon this subject he recognized the
“two men” of vs. 10 as being angels who, for the time being,
had assumed human form for the purpose of communicating
with the disciples, and impressing upon them a certain val-
uable lesson. Why could not the gentleman see that our Lord,
having finished the work which the Father had given him to do
(viz., the laying down of his life as the man Christ Jesus)
was no longer a little lower than the angels. a fleshly being.
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but was now “changed,” and as he was, previous to coming into
the world, a spirit being of the highest order, so now, as the
Apostle declares in his resurrection, he was a life-giving spirit?
(1 Cor. 15:45) And if the angels had power to appear as
men, and did so appear, why should not their chief and Lord
have power so to appear to his disciples in various forms, for
the purpose of convincing them that he was no longer dead,
but risen,—no longer a man, but “changed”?

Our Lord’s words, “It is expedient for you that T go away,”
lead us to inquire, Why was his ascension expedient? Let us
consider the matter. Had he remained with the disciples,
present but invisible, and appearing to them and to all of his
followers occasionally throughout this Gospel age, of what
special advantage would it have been? What could he do for
us in this manner that could not as well be done for us from
his high station in the heavens with the Father? And again,
had he remained with the church it would have seemed all the
more inexplicable that he should have permitted his representa-
tives to be misused, slandered, abused in various ways, and that
he should seem to take ne pait in the management of the
affairs of the world, while claiming the legal right through
puichase, by his own blood, to be its prince and Savior from
the power of sin and Satan. For all these reasons it was ap-
proptiate that he should not be with us, but that we should
know that he was with the Father, and should wait for him
until the time appointed of the Father—until all of his
faithful disciples had been called and proven acceptable, and
the foreordained number of the elect fulfilled;—and that he
should then come to receive them to himself, and to establish
them as his joint-heirs in the kingdom; and to assume the
rulership of the world, to bind the Adversary, to overthrow
his dominion, and to establish truth and righteousness on a
permanent basis by the divine authority and power which he
possesses

But there was another and all-important reason why he
should ascend to the Father, and it is that which our Lord
mentions, “Ixcept I go away the Comforter will not come.”
(John 16:7) Why not? We answer, that the whole world
being under divine condemnation, none could be recognized by
the Father and adopted into his family, begotten of the holy
Spirit as his sons, so long as they were sinners. And the
death of our Tord Jesus, while it was the ransom-price, had
not as yet affected any of those for whom it was intended.
Before 1t could benefit them he must ascend to the Father and
mnst present that sacrifice or price as on behalf of those to
whom it would be applicable: that they, being justified by
faith and sanctification or setting apart to holiness and divine
service, even unto death, might receive the Spirit of adoption
into the family of God’s spiritual sons.

This was the reason, and it is in full harmony with the
Apostle John’s statement: “The holv Spirit was not yet given
because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:30) Xe had
received his glorious body in the resurrection, as the Apostle
shows us in 1 Cor. 15:43, 44; but it remained for him to be
glorified (honored) after he would appear in the presence of
the Father and present before him his complete work, and
officially receive divine approval; then he was honored, glorified,
with a name that is above every name, “that at the name of
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Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess, to the
glory of God the Father.”—Phil. 2:10.

We can imagine the eleven apostles (all Galileans) stand-
ing looking after the disappearing Master, and endeavoring to
peer into the cloud that had received him from their sight, and
endeavoring to comprehend the meaning of the various lessons
of experience through which they had recently passed; and
their perplexed thoughts respecting the promised coming of
Christ again, and the interim of loneliness which he had prom-
ised should be compensated for by the promised holy Spirit
which should comfort them. Then appropriately, at the needed
moment, under the divine providence, two beings stood by them,
“men” in appearance, but in garments which indicated that
they had only assumed the form of men for the occasion. and
which told the apostles that these were really angels. These
in cheerful tone and impressive manner assured them that they
need not continue to look into the sky, but to remember that
he would so come again in like manner as they had seen
him go.

How strange that so many of the Lord’s people, even
amongst those who fully believe in, and with deep interest
long for his second coming, should overlook the partienlar
features of this angelic testimony'! Tirst, that it was the sanie
Jesus that should come again—not the former Jesus, whom
they knew in the flesh, but the same Jesus, who was taken up
from them, and whom thev recognized as so thoroughly
“changed” from the time of his resuirection—the spirit Jesus,
“a quickening spirit.” This is the one promised to come again.
not in weakness, as “in the days of his flesh,” but a spirit
being, clothed with full plenitude of divine power to establish
them as his kingdom, and through them to bless all the
families of the earth.

How strange, too, that the other important fact which the
angel noted. »iz., the “manncr,” is so often overlooked by the
same class! What was the manner of our Lord’s going? Was
it with great ostentation, with the sound of a literal trumpet
calling the attention of the whole world? Was it in a manner
krown to the whole world? Or was the manner of his going
an extremely quiet one, known only to his most faithful fol-
lowers? His second coming is to be “in like manner!” Those
who give to the words of the angels their true weight and
force, laying the emphasis upon the right words, will receive a
blessing in so doing, and be the better prepared to understand
the character of our Lord’s parousie. They will be less sur-
prised to know that it fulfils all these conditions; that he is
now seen only with the eye of faith, and only by the most
consecrated of his people. It will be after his second coming.
that he (unknown to the world) will reckon with his own
servants, his saints, exalting the worthy, faithful over a few
things, to be rulers over many things. (Matt. 25:14-30) It
will be still later on that he will restore the kingdom again to
Israel—to the worthy ones of that people, through whom, as
the earthly agents of the spiritual kingdom, the blessing of
divine grace and truth shall flow to all the families of the
earth. And in conncction with the giving of the kingdom to
the elect the great time of trouble will reveal the new ruler
to all the families of the earth in the fiery judgments upon all
iniquity, until every eye (of understanding) shall see him—
revealed as King of kings and Tord of lords.

PENTECOST—THE

DAY OF JUBILEE

Acrs 2:1-11.—May 26.
“When he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.—John 16 1.

Pentecost signifies fiftieth, and was used amongst the Jews
as the name of one of their most important feasts or religious
celebrations. As their fiftieth “Jubilee” year followed a cycle
of seven times seven years, so Pentecost, as a jubilee day,
followed a cycle of seven times seven days, from the time of
the gathering of the sheaf of first-fruits, which was presented
before the Lord as a “wave-offering.” This sheaf of the first-
fruits evidently typified our Lord in his resurrection on the
sixteenth of Nisan—he having been slain as the Passover Lamb
on the fourteenth of Nisan.—Lev, 33:5, 6, 15, 16.

In our last lesson we noted the fact that it was the eleven
apostles that were witnesses of our Lord’s ascension, “men of
Galilee;” and it was these, who were to be his special repre-
sentatives, and through whose word others were to believe,
that he instructed to tarry at Jerusalem until endued with
power from on high. The present lesson shows us the same
eleven apostles in the upper room complyving with our Lord’s
injunction, waiting in an attitude of prayer and expectancy,
and in readiness to begin their mission of feeding his sheep
and lambs. In harmony with this view is the statement, a

little later on, when the preaching began, that “all these are
Galileans.” And again, “Peter standing up with the eleven”
(Acts 2:7, 14) We are not positively informed that any others
were present at this time, but from previous statements, to
the effect that others (to a total of one hundred and twenty)
met with the apostles, “continuing with one accord in prayer
and supplication,” we may reasonably infer that they were
present at the time of the Pentecostal outpouring of the holy
Spirit, and that the whole company was thus baptized, im-
mersed in the holy Spirit, which filled the place where they
were assembled. There is ho good reason, however, for ques-
tioning respecting the cloven tongues of fire—that these sat
upon any but the apostles. The statement is that “It sat upon
each of them, and they were all filled with the holy Spirit, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” The subsequent statement is that all those who
spoke, all to whom the spirit gave utterance or tongues, were
Galileans; but whether or not the apostles were thus specially
recognized at this time, we are assmred. not only fiom owm
Lord’s words, but also from his subsequent revelation, that
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the apostles occupied a special place in connection with his
kingdem. hi« church, assigned to no others.—John 6:70; Rev.
2114,

The Pentecostal blessing signified divine acceptance of the
sin-offering which, finished at Calvary, our Lord at this time
had presented before the Father. The outpouring of the holy
Spirit upon the consecrated believers constituted their beget-
ting of the Spirit to the new nature, and implied thus, that
the condemnation upon them ax the elildren of Adam and
under the Law Covenant was cancelled, and that now they
were aceepted in the Beloved, counted as children of God, and
if childien then heirs of God, joint-heirs with Jesus Christ
their Lord, if so be that they would suffer with him, that they
might also he glorified together—Rom. 8:16, 17.

As is implied in our Lord’s statement and in his promise,
this was a new thing. No such outpouring of the divine Spirit
had ever occurred before as respected the children of Adam.
Indeed mno such acceptance and new begetting on God’s part
wag possible until first the <in-offering had heen made and
accepted  The only thing corresponding to it was the descent
of the holy fpirit upon our T.ord at the time of his consecration
at baptism in Jordan. He there received the holy Spirit of
adoption in the same sense, but “without measure.” he being
perfect; these who received this holy Spirit at Pentecost re-
ceived it by measnre, that is. in limited degree. (John 3:34)
\lthough they were all “filled” with the Spirit, yet, because
of weakness and mmperfections of their organisms, they could
only receive limited measures,—these differing one from the
other according to natural temperaments, ete.

God’s holy spitil had indeed been manifested in various
wars pravieusly, but all of them differed from this manifesta-
tion  ¥For imstance, it was the holy power of God which
maoved upon the waters in connection with the world’s ereation.
(Clen. 1.2} Again, as the Apo~tle Peter declares, “Holy men
of old spake and wrote a- they were moved by the holy Spirit”
—mechanically. (2 Pet. 1:21) Tle further explains that what
they spake and wrote they did not comprehend; beeause their
atterances and writings were not for themselves, hut for us of
the Go-pel ave. We are. therefore, to recognize the fact that
the <pnit dispensation had its boginning in Jesus, when he
was thitty vears of age; but so far as others were eoncerned
it~ becinning was in the sanctified ones at Pentecost, as re-
cordind in this lessan. Neither are we to think that these
Pentecostal outpourings and baptisms require a repetition, for
'he holy Spirit thus onee poured upon the church was to
abide to continue, with the chuvch, not to be withdrawn and
voured out afresh repeatedly. Some have concluded that there
were times when the holy Spirit was not in the world at all;
mit thic waz because they were looking for it in a wrony
direetion or under-wrong conditions. At times the nominal
chureh of outward professors hag been <o overgrown with the
“tare” elemoent that the true “wheat” could not so readily be
Discerned, yet we are confident that the Tord never left him-
self without a witness, and that even in the darkest hour of
the dark ages thae were some of Gods true people in the
world: come 1cpresentatives of the bady of Christ; some, there-
fore. pos-e-sing the holy Sphit: some who therefore consti-
tated the <At of the carth and the lights of the world, even
thonoh the dmkne~- was great around them and its influence
< powerfal that no record of the true ehureh is to be found,
Wit only the reconds of the apostaew.

The boly Rpirit. in harmony with our Lord’s promise, was
«nt only to the conscerated clas-. and was to abide in the
true chmrch elass, ‘the body of Christ;” and we, and all
athers who <ince have come into fellowship and union with
our Lord, “the ITead of the body which is his chureh.” have
thus come into and under the influence of the holy Spirit, our
rightful portion and privilege. By this Spirit we were begot-
ten o the spititual nature. and heeame heirs of all the exceed-
ing ereat und precions promises which belong to “the body of
Chri-t.”

It was appropritte that the giving of the holy Spirit should
be with certain ontward demonstiration and manifestation: not
merely to ,mpress and convinee the apostles and the early
church. hut al-o for the benefit of those who should subse-
quently eome into relationship with the church  TFaith must
have a ground to 1est upon: an assurance that there was at
the begvinning sueh a direct rvecognition of the Savior’s sae-
rifice and of the divine acceptance of the consecrated ones
who trusted in him. The rushing wind fitlv represented this
holy Spirit; indeed the words “spnit™ and *wind™ ave both
from the same Greck word; a wind is the hest illustration of
God’s Spirit, because it is powerful, and vet it is invisible.
The cloven or split tongues “like as of fire” or light, was also
fit symbols by which to teach the church =omething respecting
the divine power that had come upon her.

WATCH TOWER

ALLEGHENY, P2

As a tongue it represented the influence which God would
use during this Gospel age as the agency of his spirit in
accomplishing the work he now designs to do; for “it pleased
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”
(1. Cor. 1:21) This way of preaching is not a foolish way,
since it is God’s way; but it is so different a way of effecting
a work from what the natural man would have chosen that it
seems to him to be an unwise way. True, at the beginning
of this age the tongues, the preaching, was supplemented by
miraculous “gifts” among the Lord’s people, but these were
not designed to be permanent, as the Apostle explains (1 Cor
18:8); and after the apostles who alone had the power to
confer these gifts had died, the gifts themselves of necessity
gradually vanished; since which time the preaching tongue
has been practically the only instrument which the Lord has
used in connection with his great work of calling out and
sanctifying the peculiar people to be the bride, the royal priest
hood, the body of Christ.

Some have incorrectly identified the fire-likeness of these
tongues with the prophecy of John the Baptist, respecting
Christ, saying, “He shall baptize you with holy spirit and with
fire.” (Matt. 3:11, 12) John’s words were not addressed to
the disciples, but to the promiscuous company of his hearers,
some of whom were Israelites indeed, and some, as he declared.
a generation of vipers. The Pentecostal blessing was indeed the
fulfilment of a part of John’s prediction; viz., the baptism of
the holy Spirit (Aects 1:5); but this was not the fulfilment
of the latter part of John’s prophecy respecting the baptism of
fire. The room wherein the disciples were assembled was not
filled with fire, and they were not immersed in it, either lit
erally or figuratively. The cloven tongues which appeared upon
their heads were not fire, but light, a fitting symbol of the
holy Spirit, and the message of hght and truth aud blessiny
which the apostles were proclaiming. The baptism of fire,
which John predicted, came later, not upon the faithful Isiael,
but upon the class whom John designated, a “geneiration of
vipers”—upon the class of whom the Apostle Paul says,
“Wrath is come upon this people to the uttermost.”” The
trouble, the destructive trouble, the fiery trouble, in which
that whole nation was figuratively engulfed and baptized. and
which ended in A. D. 70, after witnessing the destruction of
millions of lives, millions of property, and the complete over-
throw of Israel’s natlional polity, was the worthy fulfilnent
of John’s prediction of a baptism of fire.

The fact that the holy Spirit upon the apostles was accom
panied by miraculous manifestations or gifts, tongues, etc.,
does not imply any greater favor of God toward the primitive
church, which had those gifts, than toward the Lord’s people
of a later day, after those gifts had ceased; for, as the Apostle
points out, it was possible for some to have those gifts with-
out having much of the real spirit of the Lord. He says, “Tho
I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
love, I am become as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal
Though T have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mys-
teries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that
I could remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing.”
(1 Cor. 13:1, 2) We are, therefore, to esteem love for (he
Tord and for the brethren and for the neighbor—active love,
which does as well as wishes and says—tc be the best evidence
of an acceptable condition with the Lord, the best evidence of
a filling with his holy Spirit—a far better evidence than the
possession of the “gifts” described. Far greater, fa1 more
yrecious gifts of the Spirit. then, are the gifts which the
Spirit develops in us—the fruits of the Spirit—joy. pence.
faith. love, ete.

The news respecting the miraculous manifestation of divine
power spread rapidly through the city of Jerusalem, which, in
addition to its general population, had at this season of the
year visitors from all the neighboring countries, speaking vari-
ous languages and dialects. And this furnished the oppor
tunity for the Lord’s humble disciples, “unlearned men,” to
begin their great work for which now they were fully com
missioned and empowered. Quite possibly by this gift of
tongues the Lord made up to his disciples the lack of larger
education and fitted them for the work; at all events, not only
on this occasion do we find that they were able to discourse
in all the various languages, but subsequently, when traveling
in various quarters, we have no mention of any difficulty
encountered in respect to the languages or dialects, though
these were many amongst the different classes and nationali-
ties.

The concourse of the people at Jerusalem attending this
feast was of a religious kind—the most religious Jews from
all the surrounding countries and nations (where more Jews
resided than in Palestine), gathered on such oceasions to do
homage to the Lord, to render thanks and to pray for the
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