ArriL 1, 1901

gible from churches or governments under the present dispen-
gation; to hold themselves ready for tremendous convulsions,
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and changes of all things established, and to expect their good
things only from Christ’s second advent.”

VoL. XXII

ALLEGHENY, PA., APRIL 15, 1901

No. 8

VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

MISAPPREHENSIONS CORRECTED
Some misunderstood an item in our March 1 View, namely,
that we commended the course of the Boers and Filipinos and
condemned Socialism. Nothing of the kind was meant.

(1) THE UNITED STATES AND THE FILIPINOS.

The Filipinos would have been much wiser to have thrown
themselves upon the mercy and justice of the United States
and, expressing thanks for deliverance from Spanish misrule,
to have asked for civil and religious liberty under the protec-
tion of this great Republic. But their ignorant failure to
take this course did not make it right to ignore their aspira-
tions for liberty, and to treat them as enemies on this ac-
count. Rather they should have had from the very start
distinct assurances and guarantees of as much liberty as
they could show capacity for;—eventually full freedom. But
the right policy was offset by land-hunger, commercialism and
the spirit of empire building, willing to spend thousands of
lives and millions of money for its gratification, This we
condemn as being contrary to the spirit of Christ, the spirit
of love, and as sure to bring its own reward in due time.

(2) THE BRITISH AND THE BOERS.

Others thought that we commended the Buers, because we
rebuked the British Ministry’s lust for empire extension
that would give British capitalists the control of Boer gold
and diamond fields, at, however, a far greater cost of British
lives and money than they expected. No one is deceived by
the claim that the war was precipitated by Mr. Chamber-
lain’s desire to free the Boer slaves and correct the Boer
morals- everybody knows that he had plenty of room to
work along those lines at home, where thousands of white
chuldren are still the wage-slaves of commercial selfishness,
and need deliverance and schooling and moral training.
Neither are sensible people deceived by the plea that the war
was precipitated by love of liberty and the desire to give the
ballot to the assorted white foreigners, called Uitlanders.
This was the pretext by which the statesman who engineered
the war for commercialism and empire deluded the British
masses and got their support. Indeed, the claim that Britain
forced the war by insistance, that her own sons, known as
“Uitlanders,” should be allowed to expatriate themselves as
British and swea:r allegiance and support to the Boer repub-
hes, 15 laughable. The Boers well knew that such an oath
to <uch men who openly avowed their hostility would be
meaningless—that at the very time they were ready to take
the oath of allegiance these men were conspiring for a revo-
lution. In refu~mg the franchise under such circumstances to
such persons, they did what cvery Briton would have done
if in their stead.

We by no means commend the Boers! We deprecate their
low ideas of civilization, their practice of slavery of the na-
tive blacks, and their lack of liberality;—their narrowness
and selfishness. But two wrongs do not make one right; and
1n onr opinion the Boers should have been permitted to pos-
<ess their land, and gradually improve its government as their
ideas enlarged. It is but very few years since Britain took
the step of giving the ballot, even under limitations, to her
own sons  We love and respect British character far more
thin that of the Boers; and we refuse to believe that the
British masses would have sanctioned this land-stealing war
1 South Atrica, had they not been blinded and deceived by
then trusted politieal and financial leaders. Our appreciation
of the Biitons does not mean a love for their rulers, but for
the people who more than once have shown their sturdy love
of principle to the extent of compelling thewr rulers to adopt
at home the very liberal government which they now enjoy
as a consequence. But as the “god of this world” is using
Doctors of Divinity to blind many to the divine plan and its
justice and love. <o he uses Doctors of Finance and Doctors
ot VPolities to blind noble and liberty-loving nations to the
rights and hiberties of others. Thank God, the liberty of
“the prince of this world” will soon be curtailed, that he shall
“Deccire the peoples no more.”—Rev. 20:3.

However, 1t is not and has never been our wish to dabble
in worldly politics We are citizens of another country, even
a heavenly, and have our Lord’s Word for it that none of the
earthly Kkingdoms are his; but that they all are under the
domination of “the prince of this world”—*“the god of this

world;” Satan, who will continue to blind and deceive th¢
masses until our Master, according to promise, takes the
kingdom and restrains Satan. (Rev. 20:3) Then the blind-
ing influences being removed and the true light shining, all
men shall see clearly, and all the worthy will rejoice.

Our object, in these occasional Views from the Tower, of
Babylon’s matters and affairs, is to have all those who belong
to the ‘“holy nation” (1 Pet. 2:9) see how widely astray are
all the kingdoms of this world, even tho they call themselves
“Christian nations”—*“Christendom.” We who are in har-
mony with the Lord and his righteousness must realize that
the entire social structure is out of joint, else we could not
80 honestly and carnestly pray, “Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is done in heaven,”—knowing that the
coming of God’s kingdom means the utter wreck of earthly
kingdoms, in a time of trouble such as was not since there
was a nation.

Whoever sees no fault in present arrangements and con-
ditions, but approves them, is not very fit for the kingdom.
nor to be made one of the rulers under the new regime. On
the other hand, however, we do not understand it to be the
duty of the Tord’s consecrated people (“the saints”) to ti-
rade and fight against the world. but to submit to 1ts ordi-
nances, except when conscience would be violated (1 Pet.
2:13), waiting patiently for the Lord’s promised kingdom as
the only hope. Such are to realize that the worldly are
blinded, and not to expect any to see the truth except such
as have been specially blessed of the Lord and called to joint-
heirship with Christ in the kingdom, on condition that now
they shall suffer with him for righteousness’ sake,

{3) SOCIALISTIC PRINCIPLES APPROVED

Some supposed us to be antagonistic to Socialism. Quite
to the contrary; we are very sympathetic toward its aims,
and merely object that they are wholly impracticable under
present conditions. Unquestionably the new age will see many
of the ideas of the Single-Taxers and Socialists, modified. in
successful operation, under the auspices and backed by the
power of the heavenly King and his kingdom, then in full con-
trol, and Satan bound.

But we warn any of the saints against building their hopes
upon any relief which Socialism now promises. That anchor
and its cable are of sand, and will crumble into direst anar-
chy as soon as put to the test. Our faith and anchor, on the
contrary, are sure—faith in the promises of God. 'This faith
anchorage fastened in the divine power will endure every
strain. In proportion as any look to earthly sources for the
deliverance of the “groaning creation” (Rom. 8-19-23) they
are turning their backs on the heavenly Deliverer. And in
proportion as we trust in the deliverance that is to be brought
about by the second advent of Christ and the glorification of
his elect “little flock,” to be the kings and priests ot God’s
kingdom, in that same degree we must rest all our confidence
in 1t,

True, if all the princes of earth, including the financial.
the “captains of industry,” were to comhine to establish So-
cialism, its temporary success would seem to be assured: but
no sane man dreams of such conditions. And if established all
will admit that it would be but an exrperiment, with the
strong probabilities, all would admit (with the certainty, we
would claim), that it would frequently contend with anarchy
and have a continual fight. With the spirit of selfishness en-
trenched in the hearts of the individuals, eould we suppose
that the endeavor to live collectively on the opposite basis of
love would be very successful?

Socialism can only succeed to a limited degrce at pres-
ent—to the extent that it benefits the intellectual and wealthy
as well as the poor. Any attempt to carry it further will pre-
cipitate anarchy. Present aggregations of capital and indus-
try are favorable to Socialism—government control, by the
people and for the people. The masses seeing this will ere
long attempt to grasp the throttle, expecting capitalists to
submit to save their lives. But they are mistaken. Money and
brains and selfishness are a strong combination, self-confident,
resourceful, powerful. The result, as the Secriptures foretell,
will not be Socialism but anarchy, humbling to the pride of
the rich and the poor, the reformer and the demagogue. But
that extremity will be the Lord’s opportunity. and on the
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ashes of human avarice and pride and boastfulness and self-
confidence will be erected the strong equitable government of
Messiah for which we watch and pray, “Thy kingdom come.”

We commend to the interested a fresh reading of MILLEN-
NIAL DawnN, VoL. 1v., The Day of Vengeance, in which we
discuss this subject at considerable length.

JEWS LOOKING TOWARDS CHRISTIANITY

We have published several articles of late showing that
Jewish teachers are gradually turning from a hatred of
Jesus (as the originator of what they consider a false re-
ligious system) to an admiration of him as one of their race,
whose teachings have benefited the world and influenced it for
justice and mercy more than any other. Below, however, we
give a few of the words of a prominent German Jew, B. Le-
vita, recently publiched in the Preussische Jahrbuecher (Ber-
lin), in which he advocates (merely nominal) Christianity as
the only 1eal relief for the Jews from the social ostracism un-
der which they grieve.

After recounting that the Jew is now refused admission to
many clubs and associations and rejected from offices in the
Prussian army, he proceeds to point out that Jews are neither
more nor less religious and conscientious than these nominal
Christians; because both are formalists, but the forms and cer-
emonies of the Jews are sad, doleful, and relate mostly to the
remote past—the exodus from Egypt, ete., and are national
rather than personal,—while the nominal Christians practice
rites and ceremonies which, however little they really believe
them, are consoling or happifying; personal and cheering,
rather than saddening. For instance, infant christening (for
males and females) is a bright, sunny occasion, the reverse of
the bloody circumcision of Jewish male infants; and nominal
Christian marriage and death services and social functions are
all bright and attractive and consoling as compared to Jew-
ish customs. He argues that it is these links between Israel
and the past that hinder his social progress, and that as peo-
ple of little belief or no belief can and do associate under the
name Christian, so may the Jew, who may equally maintain
his unbelief or partial belief, become a Christian and share
the amenities of life without prejudice. A free translation of
the conclusion of his plea may be summarized as follows:—

“It is our religion alone that keeps us apart from the rest
of the German people; yet we reject reform upon a Christian
basis. We may say that we are no longer Jews,—yet we can
not become Christians. We can not believe in the divinity of
Christ. But do the progressive German Protestants, with
their higher criticism, believe in it? No; yet they hold fast to
the old forms. The same ministers who teach from the pulpit
an undogmatic Christianity are compelled to pray to the Holy
Trinity before the altar and confess their faith in the ‘Son of
God.” This cast-iron ‘I believe’ is still there, and we can not,
will not, pronounce the formula, for we can not believe. A
mere formula, a piece of paper, divides us from our most en-
lightened Christian German brothers.

“But what shall we do? Are we to found a new Jewish-
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Christian sect in which Christ is recognized as man only?
That would only separate us again, and we are tired, so very
tired, of separation. Back into Jewdom we will not go; into
the German nation we can not go. The terrible cry of our
forefathers is still fulfilled in us: ‘His blood be upon us and
our children’

“Our children! Why should we transmit the curse to
them? Why should they suffer for a cause which is no longer
anything to us? I have it! If we find in Christianity the
true religion with the exception of a single doctrine that has
lost its force, then we must not educate our children as Jews.
The piece of paper which hinders us does not exist for our
children. ILet them take part in the great spiritual battle
which is being fought out in the ranks of Christianity. Ours
was the prophet who destroyed the law and taught eternal
love. Let the wandering Jew die. Let our children become
Christians.”

» » »

How evident it is that when, shortly now, God shall turn
away Israel’s blindness they will be in as ready a condition to
receive the truth as nominal Christendom will be;-—yes, more
ready. But not yet. The idea ot worshiping Jew Jesus as
Jehovah, is preposterous to him, and so arouses his contempt
that he is unready to even listen to the truth—esteeming that
this is the very basis of all Christianity. Hence the above
suggestion of Levita is merely that, for the sake of their chil-
dren’s social future, they join the masses in mere outward
profession of things they could not conscientiously consider
for a moment.

The “great gulf fixed” still remains, and will remain un-
bridged until the special work of this Gospel age (to which
Israel as a nation was blinded by divine decree) has heen ac-
complished ;—until spiritual Israel, the elect bride of Christ,
has been “sealed” and “garnered.” Then the individual bless-
ings of the new age (the Millennium) will begin, and Israel
will be first to receive the blessing of the “latter rain.” “I
will pour upon the house of David the spirit of grace and sup-
plication [in the midst of “Jacob’s trouble”] and they shall
look [with the eye of faith, as we do now] upon him whom
they have pierced. And they shall all mourn because of him,
as one mourneth for his only son.” Then and thus they shall
all be saved from their blindness and be granted full oppor-
tunity of obtaining everlasting salvation through the Cruci-
fied One, then being installed as the King of Glory.—Zech.
12:10; Rom. 11:25-32,

Let us never lose sight of the fact that not until “the times
of the Gentiles” expire, and not until “the fullness from the
Gentiles” have come into the church and been glorified, can
the individual blessings of the Millennium be expected; and
then to the Jew first. Whatever of Millennial work precedes
that time is general, pertaining to the nations and systems;—
preparations for their overthrow and for the establishment of
Messiah’s kingdom upon the ruins of present-day systems.

COMMUNING WITH THE LORD

Lukr 24:13-35.—APRIL 21,
“Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked with ug by the way?”

_“A little talk with Jesus, how it cheers our lonely way!”
writes the poet, and who that is a Christian has failed of this
experience? And fortunate are those who early learn, that
while we should greatly appreciate our privilege of talking
with the l.ord, in prayer, we are to recognize that it is not
this that brings the full blessing; but our attentive hearing,
understanding and appreciating what he says to us;—the
Weord of Truth. Our hearts burn while ke talks and we listen,
more than when we talk even to him.

Toward evening of the day of our Lord’s resurrection, two
of his followers, one of them apparently Simon Peter (vs. 34),
the other Cleopas, passed along the country road leading from
ferusalem to Emmaus, about eight miles distant, evidently
the home of Cleopas who would entertain Peter, whose home
was in Galilee. Like all the followers of Jesus they had been
greatly exercised and perturbed by the remarkable events con-
nected with our Lord’s last visit, in connection with the Pass-
over—his trinmphal entry into Jerusalem; the cleansing of
the Temple; the routing of his ecclesiastical foes in debate;
his remarkable teachings during those few days; his arrest,
trial and crucifixion. The excitement of their hearts made
other business for the time impossible, and they spent the day
in Jerusalem probably without knowing just why, except that
they desired to be in touch with fellow believers. They shared
with all the Lord’s friends in the considerable excitement, re-
sulting from the reports given by the sisters who went to em-

balm our Lord’s body, that the tomb was empty and_that they
had seen angels who said that Jesus was alive again.

Full of the subject so close to their hearts, they were dis-
cussing 1n animated conversation the likelihood and unlikeli-
hood of the reports they had heard, and in general the Mes-
sianic hopes of themselves and their nation, which they had
trusted would have been amply fulfilled by Jesus, whose death
seemed to throw all of their expectations into confusion. It
was at this juncture that Jesus was drawing near them, dis-
guised in a body of flesh and ordinary clothing—with a face
different from what they had previously recognized, yet never-
theless gentle, soothing, sympathetic. He inquired the ocea-
sion of their discussion, which seemed to be respecting some
sad subject. This kindly interest was not resented as an in-
trusion, but rather their burdened hearts rejoiced to find a
sympathetic ear to which their perplexities could be related.
How much of human nature there is in all this! How favor-
able is a time of adversity and perplexity in which to approach
those whom we desire to assist; but how necessary it is that
we should learn of the Master how to approach with such sym-
pathy in word and act as to gain the hearts of those whom we
would serve and bless. Love is the secret of gentleness, of
sympathy, of all real heart-helpfulness. In order to be more
usgeful in life, the Lord’s people need to become more and more
filled with his spirit of love;— copies of God’s dear Son.

It was no deception on our Lord’s part to inquire what
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things they were sad about, altho he knew everything better
than they. It is sometimes the part of wisdom not to tell all
that we know, if we can the better help others by inquiring of
them. In this instance we can see the wisdom of our Lord’s
course, for the minds of the two travelers were lifted from
any points of disputation and drawn to a general review of
the circumstances of the preceding days, and this furnished
the best foundation for our Lord’s exposition of the meaning
of and the reason for the things which perplexed them.

Jesus did not reply to their surprised expression that he
must be a newcomer in the city not to have heard of the won-
derful things that had recently transpired. He let them pro-
ceed to declare their faith in him and how they viewed the
situation. The portion of their conversation recorded jmplies
clearly that however much their confidence might have been
shaken respecting our Lord’s Messiahship, and their hopes,
that it would have been he that would have redeemed (de-
livered) Israel from the Roman yoke and exalted her as God’s
agency, the seed of Abraham, for blessing all the families of
the earth, they still believed in him as a great Teacher, a
prophet—“mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people.” This was a good confession, all that could have been
asked, and quite sufficient for our Lord to use in rebuilding
their confidence in himself, in his Messiahship—on a surer, a
better, a more positive foundation.

While it was expedient for him to start the matter by
questioning them, it would not have been wisdom to have con-
tinued thus to any great length; for he had the message, they
needed the instruction: we, as his followers, may learn a les-
son from his course in this also. A soon as he had their
minds in the channel to receive the lessons he would give
them, he began to open unto them the Scriptures cox}cerning
himself—to expound them, to show their true meaning ar}d
fulfilment. We here see the proper course of the teacher il-
lustrated by the great Teacher himself. As he went to the
Scriptures and brought forth from them evidences of divine
foreknowledge and prediction respecting the things that were
transpiring before their eyes, so we, if we attempt to teach
others, should not be content with offering our views, our
opinions, our conjectures, but should search the Scriptures
and be able, from that source to give to every man a reason
for the hopes that are within us—that his hopes, as well as
ours, may be built up, not upon the theories of men, but upon
the inspired teachings of God’s Word. Higher critics, Evolu-
tionists, ete., never follow the method which our Lord Jesus
here emphasized as the proper one: on the contrary, deny-
ing any special inspiration of Moses and the prophets, they
ignore them, and offer instead, as of superior value, their own
conjectures. Let us not only ignore such teachers as blind
guides, attempting to mislead the Lord’s flock, but let us also,
to whatever extent we have opportunity to teach others, see
that we follow not in their footsteps, but in those of our dear
Redeemer. “To the law and to the testimony; if they speak
not according to this word there is no light in them.” (Isa.
8:20) And those who follow such teachers as have “no light”
are sure to get further and further into darkness.

We are not informed what features of the law and the
prophets our Lord enunciated; but we can surmise that he
pointed out to them in Moses’ writings various features of
the law which pointed to himself as the paschal Lamb, whose
death must take place betore the first-born and all Israel
could be delivered from the bondage of sin, and from the
great task-master, pre-figured by Pharach, and be led ulti-
mately into the Canaan of promise. We can surmise that he
recalled to them Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac, the typical seed
of promise, and how this represented the actual death of
Messiah, the antitypical seed, the Son of God. We may pre-
sume that he called their attention to various of the psalms,
which prophetically spoke, not only of the glories of his reign,
but also of his sufferings and his death, and his subsequent
exaltation to the right hand of the majesty of God. No doubt
he called their attention also to the utterances of Daniel the
Prophet, respecting Messiah’s being cut off in death, but not
for himself. Undoubtedly he reminded them of the words of
Isaiah, that Messiah should be led as a lamb to the slaughter,
be despised and rejected of men, and how, nevertheless, in due
time God would set him as his King upon his holy hill, Zion.
Spellhound with this wonderful exposition of the divine Word,
his listeners drank it n, realizing its truth by the man-
ner in which it harmonized the various testimonies of God’s
Word—mnor did they think for a moment of inquiring of their
teacher whether or not he had an ordination from the scribes
and Pharisees, with a license to preach. They perceived that
he had a divine ordination, and this was fully attested by his
ability to make clear to them what other teachers could not
make clear,
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The eight miles of the journey seemed all too short, as
they reached their home, and they were loath to part with the
wonderful teacher, whom they supposed they had fallen in
with by accident, never dreaming to what extent divine provi-
dence was guiding their affairs. It was drawing toward even-
ing, and the stranger was bidding them adieu, as tho in-
tent upon a further journey; and indeed, he surely would
have gone from them had they not been sufficiently apprecia-
tive of what they had already heard to constrain him earn-
estly to remain with them and partake of their hospitalities.
So it is with all of us, as the Lord’s disciples whom he is in-
structing, after we have been taught of him. If our hearts
fail to burn with responsive love and zeal and appreciation,
the blessing will pass from us and we will fail' to reach the
climax of joy in a full recognition of who our Teacher has
been. While the Lord draws nigh to us with his grace and
truth, without solicitation, he passes us by unless his message
is appreciated so that we shall constram him, urge lum to
abide with us, to continue the conversation—unless we shall
proffer him in turn our hospitalities, our temporal things, in
endeavoring to make some slight recompense for the spiritual
favors showered upon us.

Our Lord accepted their urgent invitation and remained;
supper was prepared, and recognizing their new acquaintance
as a great teaclrer or prophet they requested that he should
return thanks for their evening meal. It was while he was
thus asking a blessing upon it and upon them that the eyes
of their understanding were opened—it dawned upon them
that their guest was no other than Jesus himself! Perhaps
the language used in the blessing was such as they had heard
him use before or perhaps in some other way their under-
standing was opened.

Having accomplished his purpose, our Lord vanished from
their sight. Thus, in addition to the instruction impressed
upon their minds, he showed them by this vanishing that he
was no longer the man Christ Jesus-—that he was “changed”
—that the resurrected Jesus was a spirit being, who could
come and go like the wind, as he had explained to Nicodemus
(John 3:8), appearing and disappearing, as he had never
done previously, but as angels had frequently done, More-
over, they realized from this illustration that our Lord could
appear in any kind of a body, and with any kind of clothing,
as might best serve his purposes. They did not know him by
the marks in his hands and his feet, nor by the seamless robe;
for he had not appeared to them in these, but in another form,
as an ordinary traveler whose features they did not recog-
nize. Had he borne the prints of the nails in his hands and
his feet they surely would have noticed them during their
long walk; just as Mary would surely have noticed them
when she grasped our Lord by the feet. But they had an ex-
planation of the whole matter now; they understood why this
stranger had been able to present the divine word with such
clearness and force and beauty as to cause their hearts to
burn with fresh love and zeal and hope. They were glad.

Let us pause here to note some of the conditions which
evidently led up to this blessing, that we may apply the same
to ourselves, realizing that our Lord operates very generally
along the lines of fixed principles, and that if we would be
the recipients of his special favor and instruction, and have
our hearts burn with the spirit of his truth, we should expect
such experiences along somewhat similar lines to those ob-
served in connection with the two who went to Emmaus. We
remark, first, that this is an illustration of our Lord’s prom-
ise that where two or three are together in his name——consid-
ering him, his word, his promises, his blessings—there he will
be 1n the midst, and a blessing shall result. This may be in
a country road, in the home circle, or in the more general
gatherings of the Lord’s people for worship, prayer and study
of the truth., How this reminds us of the injunction, “Forget
not the assembling of yourselves—and so much the more as ye
see the day drawing on.” Who has not noticed the blessing
that comes to those who remember these promises of the
Lord’s Word, and who act upon them? WWho has not noticed
in his own experience, as well as m that of others, th> dinger
of neglecting these admonitions—the danger of doubts, fears,
indifference, coldness, worldliness? It is undoubtedly true
today, as much as or more than ever, that we nced such fel-
lowship, and it is to such who seek it that the lord reveals
himself.

Let us mark again the word of the Prophet, “They that
feared the Lord spake often together; and the Lord heark-
ened and heard it,” and noted it in the book of remembrance.
Let us remember, too, that it is declared of such, “They shall
be mine, saith the Lord, in the day that I make up my jew-
els.” (Mal. 3:16-18) We are not saying that others will not
be the Lord’s, nor does the Lord say so; but we may be well
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assured that those who have opportunities for meeting to-
gether, and speaking together, and who fail to use the oppor-
tumities, are manifesting a lack of interest in our great salva-
tion, and that such are very likely to lose the remainder of
their interest, and failing of the Lord’s instruction given to
such, that they may fail also to be amongst the “jewels” whom
he will gather. If on the contrary one feels little interest in
the heavenly things, little disposed to discuss the features of
the divine plan and its promises, and happy only when con-
versing on worldly matters, business, ete, it is an unfavorable
sien. The Lord is not lhikely to approach such and open their
understanding respecting the Seriptures, as he surely is pleased
to do to those who are hungering and thirsting after truth.

Many are so situated that they are unable to gratify the
desires of their hearts in respect to assembling frequently with
othera of like precious faith, to talk over the good things
of the Lord’s Word of promise; but the isolated should not
feel disappointed that the Lord’s Word sayvs that he will meet
with the twos and threes, and does not promise the same to
the solitary They should rather look abouti them to see whnt
provicion the Lord has made whereby at least two can meet
and discuss his Word together. We suggest, dear friends,
that the Master has made special arrangements for all of his
people in this respect in our day; for all, the world over,
who so desire may have such a meeting at least twice a
month, through the regular visits of the Watca Tower—and
he that hath no money has the same opportunities as others
{as will be seen by the terms on the second page of each is-
sue). We believe this is a divine provision for the necessi-
ties of many, and we urge that all avail themselves of this
as well as of every other privilege the Lord may grant for
fellowship. for communion in spiritual things. The written
message is not different from the spoken one.

The Editor of this journal, through its columns, is pleased
to meet with those of the Lord’s people who desire fellowship
and communion respecting the Lord’s Word; and the read-
ing of expositions of the Scriptures in the Warcam Towrr
differs nothing from hearing the utterance of the same words
by any living person who might meet with you. We claim
no infallibility for our presentations, nor do we simply offer
our opinions and conjectures, after the maner of the scribes
and Pharisees; but rather after the manner of the great
Teacher, we seek to present to the minds of those interested
the teachings of Moces and the prophets, and to voice the
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testimony of Jesus and the apostles, and to show the harmony
of the Scriptures.

As soon as the Emmaus brethren recognized their guest.
and he vanished, they understood well the meaning of the
joy, the refreshment and the burning zeal in their hearts
which his expositions of the truth had inspired. They had
thus a confirmation of the words of the angels to the sisters
in the morning, that Jesus was risen. The news was too
good to be kept, even until the next morning. They must and
did start immediately for the city, altho it was a journey of
at least eight miles. How different their feelings as they set
out in return from those when they left the brethren at Jeru-
salem. their hearts sad and their mimds full of questionings'
Now thev were full of joy; for they saw that our Lord’c
crucifixion, so far from being the end of their hopes, was
really the foundation for them; that as our Lord explained,
“Thus it bchooved Messiah to suffer before he would enter
into his glory”—that unless he had suffered—died—the race
would not have been purchased at the hands of Justice, and
the condemnation of death would still rest upon it and make
any permanent blessing impossible; but now, the redemption
price having been pala. the way was open. first for the recon-
ciliation of the royal priesthood who should be joint-heirs
with Jesus as the <eed of Abraham, and subsequently. n
God’s due time, would follow the times of restitution of all
things. the blessing of all the families of the earth.

Some such thoughts as these engaged them as they re-
turned to Jerusalem. and arriving at the upper room found
the eleven (except Thomas-—the term ‘“‘cleven” being used in
a general sense. and not a particular sense, as referring to the
apostles in general and not the exact number) with others of
the company assembled. Then there was general rejoicing in
the information that Jesus had revealed himself to Deter, as
they related their joyful experiences, and how the Lord had
been known to them in the breaking of the bread and the
asking of the blessing. Doubtless it was this experience that
led subsequently to the custom of the disciples having a meal
in common on every first day of the week, at which they
again in imagination recognized the Lord present in their
midst, blessing the bread and opening the eyes of their under
standing. Thus each first day of the week they called to mind
how he opened unto them the Secriptures and sought to keep
the eyes of their understanding open and to grow in grace, in
knowledge and in love.

AS SEEING HIM WHO IS INVISIBLE

Jonn 20:19-29—ApriL 28.
“Blesgsed are they that have not seen and yet have believed.”

As the news of our Lord’s resurrection spread amongst his
disciples it naturallv drew them together sceking for fresh
evidence re-pecting it. Then arose the fear that the spite of
the priests. ete., which had seemingly been satisfied in the
crucifinion of Jecus, would now extend to his disciples; and
no doubt this thought wa< emphasized by the recollection that
the Lord speaking of Iis own sufferings and experiences,
warned the diseiples that thev would be cast into prison and
~utfer perwecution for his sake. No wonder, then, that when
they met 1 the upper room that first Sunday night, the doors
vere <hut tor fear of the Jews, and we may safely conclude
that thi- means that they were barred, bolted, Tocked 1 some
manner

Searcely had the two from Emmaus finished their account
of hiew Jeeus had appeared to them on the way and at Em-
mau~. when suddenly they were all terrified at seeing a
<traneer <tanding in their midst Tt was Jesus, and this was
hi~ third manmifestation on this day of his resurrection
(conmtine that of Matt 28 9 and John 20:14 as the same,
and that of Lulke 24 15 and 31 as the same). He came into
therr miud=t not by opening the doors, as some have suggested.
hut, «trictlv as the narrative 1eads, “the doors being shut.”’
The «ccurity which was felt from having the doors fastened,
cau-ed the disciples to feel the more terror, when they be-
held a «tranger with them. but Jesus quickly assuaged their
fears. saying, “Peace be unto you'” and then showed them his
hand~ and his <ide, that they might note the marks of his
ernceifivion and the spear-wound, that thus they might identify
him with the crucified one. This evidence. added to what
thev had already heard, was convineing to all who were pres-
ent, and they were glad. No doubt our Lord’s previous man-
ifestations were intended to lead up to this general presen-
tation. He had stimulated and cultivated the faith, not only
of the ones to whom he had appeared, but also of the entire
company. through them. by the method adopted.

Women seem to be able to exercise faith more readily

than men; hence our Lord appeared first to Mary, and
through her prepared the hearts of the others, as we have
seen. It requires the masculine mind rather longer as a rule
to reach the position of implicit faith; he calls for more evi-
dences, more proofs, and our Lord was not unwilling to give
these. However, had this appearance in the upper room in
the evening been the first manifestation and information re-
specting our Lord’s resurrection, we can readily suppose that
it would not have produced the faith and joy it did produce.
Wonder, astonishment and “reasoning” required the entire
day for their exercise, and by the time our Lord showed bhis
hands and his side this culmination of evidence was con-
vincing.

After the disciples believed, Jesus again used the words,
“Peace be unto you.” but now as believers the words had to
them a new meaning; they began indeed to find a peuce for
their troubled hearts which they had not known for some
time. Since they realized their Master to be again alive they
could afford to have peace, for they had learned to have eon-
fidence in him and in his love, and intuitively realized that all
things would work together for good to them, under his care,
tho as yet thev knew not how. And so it is still. It is only
those who realize in Jesus their Redeemer and Lord, who died
and who rose on their behalf, and who have given themselves
to him to be his disciples—only such can really receive of his
peace—“the peace of God which passeth all understanding”
ruling in their hearts. So today, as well as then, and even
more abundantly under the holy Spirit’s guidance, they can
realize that they are mot their own, and that all things are
under divine supervision, working for their highest welfare.

“My peace I give unto you.” were our Lord’s words on the
night of his betrayal, at the supper, and “Peace he unto you,”
were his words when he first met the disciples together after
his resurrection. He is indeed the Prince of Peace, and the
grace of peace which he gives to his faithful disciples is a
blessing beyond all measure, such as the world can neither
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give nor take away; but this peace is based upon certain cor
ditions of the heart: first, faith, trust in God; secondly, obe-
dience, on our part, endeavoring to do those things which are
pleasing in God's sight. To such and such only comes the
heavenly peace, and in proportion as either the faith is lost
or the disobedience lacking, the peace flies away. VWhoever,
therefore, believes himself to be a child of God, trusting in
Jesus and consecrated to the Lord’s service, and seeking to
walk in his footsteps, should eapect the Lord's peace to rule
in s heart, giving him rest, no matter what his circum-
stances or condition in life; and if any of this class are with-
out the peace let them look to it and repair the difficulty, for
they are lacking either in faith or in obedience, and with
the 1evival of these the dove of peace will surely return.
Another lesson here is, that however much strife and conten-
tion hi~ nessage, the truth, stirs up among men, our Lord
himself was always peaceably disposed and a peacemaker as
1espects others; and so all of his disciples are to be. *‘Blessed
are the peacemakers; they shall be called children of God.”
Whatever of strife may come in contact with the TL.ord’s peo-
ple it is not to be of their production or cultivation; and even
when they speak the truth, which will necessarily cause strife,
they are directed to “speak the truth in love,” in meekness,
in gentleness, and with long-suffering and patience, and not
i ~trife,

Then, saying to his disciples, “As the Father commissioned
me <o T commission you,” our Lord breathed upon them, add-
ing. “Reeeive ye the holy Spirit.” The Father’s commission
to the Christ, the Royal Priesthood, was all addressed to the
Head. the Chief Priest, we having no standing with the Father
except threugh him, and no other commission than his for our
setvice  Our Lord’s words imply that we as his disciples are
to he engaged in the same work that he is engaged in. He
did not fimsh the work completely, but merely fimshed one
part of 1t—the part which he was to perform in the flesh, the
redemption.  Another gicat part of the work is to be accom-
pliched at his second advent in power and great glory; wviz.,
the blessing of all the families of the earth with a knowledge
of divine grace and an opportunity for returning into full
fellowship with the Father and to eternal hife. His commis-
sion covered this entire work, as represented in the promise
of God to Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the families of the
earih be blessed.” and our Lord explained to the two brethren
on the way to Emmaus that it behooved him to suffer for the
sins of the world before he should enter into his glory, and
ultimately begin the work of their blessing, because he could
not have the power or the authority to bless until first he re-
deemed from the sentence of death.

And this 19 the commission which our Lord and Head has
m turn committed to his followers. We are sent on the same
mi-«<1on, and hence it is declared that we are to suffer with
him in the present life—to “fill up that which is behind of
the aftlictions of Christ”—and then to share with him in his
glory in the blessing of all the families of the earth. How
grand a commission! What a great privilege to be invited to
walk in his steps—of trial and suffering now, and of glory,
honor and immortality by and by! Whoever appreciates
this privilege will show his appreciation, not only in words,
hut in deeds, in truth, by laying aside every weight, and the
eaaly-besetting sin, and running with patience the race set
before us in the Gospel.

The breathing upon them was evidently symbolical; an il-
lustration of his words, “Receive ye the holy Spirit,” by
which, when, fifty days later. they would receive the Pente-
costal Dlessing and adoption of <ons, they might know that
while the holy Spirit is of the Father it is nevertheless by
the Son. And so the apostles understood it, as Peter subse-
quently explained.—Acts 2:33.

“*WHOSESOEVER SINS YE REMIT THEY ARE REMITTED’’

We are not to understand that either the Father or the
Son gave over to the apostles or to others the power of re-
mitting sins. We see, indeed, that sins could not be remitted
hy power, but only hy the satisfaction of Justice. and that
hence it was necessary for Jesus to die for our sins, and to
rise for our justification, before those sins could in any sense
of the world be remitted. The most that could possibly be
understood from our Tord’s words is that he would so super-
vise the words and writings of the apostles that in every
instance they would lay down such directions respecting
sins and their forgiveness as would be in full accord with the
divine arrangement—that thus they might act as mouthpieces
of God explaining to men the nature of sin and the terms of
its forgiveness. This view we know is fully borne out by the
facts in the case. The apostles did define sin and the terms
of forgiveness, justification, reconciliation, etc., in a manner
entirely satisfactory, in a manner in which our Lord himself
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never explained these things; because he left this work for
his apostles to accomplish in his name and under the guidance
of the holy Spirit.

This commission is grossly misunderstood and misapplied
by Catholics, who claim for the pope, the bichops and the
lower clergy of their institution the right. the power, the
authority, to forgive sins,—to determine what penalties shall
be inflicted, and to offer release from such penaltiesx on cer-
tamn conditions of their own making. It is in support of this
claim, and as an adjunct to it, that Papacy has established
“the sacrifice of the mass,” by which i{ claims that all of 1ts
priesthood can so consecrate flour and wine and water as to
make of these the actual flesh and blood of Christ, which
then being broken they claim 15 Chiist saaificed atresh as the
basis or authority for their forgiveness of sins.

We claim, on the contrary, that all of the Royal Priest-
hood (under Christ, the Chief Priest, and under the direc-
tions given them through the chosen apostlesi, are fully em
powered to declare to the world the terms upon which sins
will be covered, cancelled, remitted,—and con-equently the
terms without which there is no remission. The right to do
this comes, not through any power or authority enjoyed Ly
the under-priesthood now, but as a result of the infoimation
which they receive of the holy Spirit, through the inspired ut-
terances of the apostles. By these means “we have the mind
of Christ,” and know clearly the terms upon which he 15
willing to receive sinners; viz., upon repentance, and faith n
him, and consecration to his service. Any and all of the royal
priesthood are privileged to tell this good message to who-
ever may have an ear to hear 1t;—but we are 1nstructed ot
the Lord not to expect that many will have the hearing ear
now, but to know that the present is rather the time when
only the few specially blessed of the Lord will be able to un-
derstand and appreciate this grace of God by faith.

‘““BE NOT FAITHLESS, BUT BELIEVING'’

One of “the eleven,” Thomas, was not with them o. the
evening mentioned. This would imply that he had disbelieved
the stories told by the sisters respecting the message of the
angels and the Lord’s manifestation to Mary. He evidently
thought them laboring under some delusion and excitement,
which he ought to discountenance, and he therefore did not
meet with the others to confer respecting their newly begot-
ten hopes; they might enjoy such ephemeral hopes if they
chose, but as for him, he could not do it. Having seen the
crucifixion and the wound in the side, he could believe noth-
ing else than that the Lord was still dead. And even when
the apostles met him the next day, and told him how Jesus
was in their midst and showed them his hands and his side.
Thomas still disbelieved, and told them that he would not
even trust to the sight of his eyes, which might be deceived.
On his part he would want also an opportunity to feel the
print of the nails and to thrust his hand into the spear-hole
in the Lord’s side. If he could have such evidence he could
believe, but not otherwise.

Our Lord’s followers today, as then, differ constitutionally
to a considerable extent. Some find it easier to exercise faith
than do others. Tt was right that Thomas should take care
not to be deceived in the matter, but it was wrong that he
should be so deficient in faith as to stand out stoutly in dis-
helieving when he had his evidence from so many of the
brethren whose honesty he could not doubt. However, the
Lord is very patient and long-suffering toward us all, and <o
he was with Thomas to the extent of granting him the very
evidence which he had said would be satisfactory.

A whole week passed without any manifestation of the
Loid to any of his disciples; however, the next first-day of
the week (Sunday, “the eighth day,” the Jewish method of
counting including both days) found the TLord's followers
gathered 1n hope of some further reports, evidences, ete., con-
nected with his resurrection, when Jesus again “appeared.”
and we may well suppose them full of interest and suppressed
excitement not unmixed with disappointment, and fear that
they might see him no more. But all this was a part of the
lesson they needed:—for meantime they must have reasoned
out that a great “change” had come to our Lord, that he was
no longer a man as before, but a spirit being, who exercised
the powers of angels in respect to his appearing and disap-
pearing—coming and going invisiblv “like the wind.” Thomas
meantime, altho still sceptical, had hecome sufficiently inter-
ested to want to be present, to want to receive any procfs or
evidences that could be adduced hy which he would know
that his dear Lord was now alive again. As hefore, Jesus
came into their midst, the doors being shut, and again gave
the word. “Peace.”” ow beautiful and how blessed it would
be if the Lord’s people whenever they come together, to meet
each other and to meet Jesus in spirit, would greet each
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other with this salutation from the heart,—Peace be unto
you!” Uttered in the right spint it should imply that
therr hearts were inoa peaceable condition, seeking cach other’s
peace and welfaie and to avoid strife. This meek and quiet
spirit would have a quieting and pacifying effect to a con-
siderable degree upon any others present in such a meeting
who had less of tlis holy Spirit. The spirit of peace 1s con-
tagious amongst the Lord's people, ¢ven as the spirit of anger
1s contagious in the flesh. My peace I give unto you.” said
our Lord., and lhence whoever has not this spirit ruling in
his heart lacks an mmportant evidence of discipleship. The
Apostle c¢lasees the contentions with those who are disobe-
dient to the truth (Rom 2-8); vet allowance is to be made
for weakness of the flech an this as in other respects; and to
“eontend eurnestly” for the truthh (in a spirit of love) is
commended  (Jude 3y Whatever our natural di<positions
may he. the indwelling of the Lord's <pint is sure to be mani-
fect i “the peaceable fruits of mghteousness.”—Heb, 12:11.

tomme dratelv om Lord addressed Thomas, thus indicating
his thoroush knowledge of his doubt< and fears:; he invited
him to come forward and have the very evidences which he
dedlared would be necessary.  We precume that Thomas did
as he ~aid, althe the account does not mention it: it is im-
plied 1 s prompt confession of e faith in the words. “My
Lovd and my God'™ We are not to suppose that by this ex-
pression Thomas meant that he recogmzed the risen Jesus as
bemg the heavenly Father. a~ some wonld suggest: on the
contrary, we are to remember that smongst the Jews the
word fgod T signified mighty one, and was sometimes applied
to angels. and sometimes to great, jnfluential men, as well as
to the Vlbmaehty One Jdehovah  Cod o mielity onel was an ap-
proprrite title to apply to our Lord Jesus: but 1n no event
should Thomas™ word~ be undeistood erther to be wiser or
truer in any sen-e than our Lord’s own expression of a few
day~ previous, when he <ard. T have not yet ascended to. .
. my Father and vour Father, my God and your God.” As
the angels were elohim. mighty ones or gods, to mankind, so
Jesus, God's beloved Son. was properly recognized by his dis-
ciples a< hemng far more than man, a= being a mighty one, a
god, and Jesus, in twin. recognized the Father as his God
as well as ours.  With this view all is reasonable, consistent
and harmonione. With any other view of the subject there is
confusion.
Our Lord did not reprove Thomas for his hard-headed de-
termination to have indubitable proofs hefore he would be-
lieve, but he did tell him of a more excellent way,—that
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while it is good to believe upon the basis of physical sight
and physical touch, there is a still higher attainment of faith
than that, which 1s able to see things that cannot be seen
with the natural eye, and to feel things which cannot be felt
with the natural touch. He would have Thomas and us all
realize this well; so that we might the more cultivate this
spiritual sensibility: not that he would have us credulous and
ready to believe without evidence or testimony, but so filled
with true faith and confidence in the Father’s mighty power,
and in Christ’'s own promises, that we would be ready to be-
lieve certain things upon the evidence of others, yca, to ex-
pect those things.

And this has been the condition of acceptance with the
Lord throughout this Gospel age. We have not scen Jerus ex-
cept with the cyes of our understanding; we have not heard
his veice except as we have heard with the ears of our hearts;
vet this is the more blessed faith;—the kind more appreci-
ated by the Lord himself than the kind which would be satis-
fied with nothing but a tangible demonstration. .\ time is
coming in which God will give to the whole world of man-
kind tangible evidences respecting all the features of the di-
vine plan. Faith will then be swallowed up in sight, but when
that time shall have come the rewards of faith which are
now held out will no longer be open. Other rewards will be
given, rewards of obedience; but they will not be so great as
the rewards of faith.

Now, while it is dark, before the Sun of Righteousness has
arisen with healing in his beams. to scatter all the doubts and
fears and hindrances, the Lord puts a premium upon faith,
and only those who can and do exercise it may and do have
certain rewards, privileges, opportunities and blessings. Of
the Gospel-age-little-flock it is written, “We walk by faith and
not by sight.” We endure, “as secing him who is 15 mvisible;”
we run for a crown and a throne which we may see only
with the eye of faith; we obey the voice of him who speaketh
from heaven. but whose veice now is the still small voice,
which only the few who exercise faith can hear, appreciate
and understand. By and by the time will come when this
voice shall shake the earth and cause the knowledge of the
Lord to fill the whole earth. Obedience then will be proper
and bring a blessing; but obedience now, even unto sacrifice
of earthly interests in following the footsteps of him who set
us an example, brings the greater blessings—the blescings
which pertain not only to the life which now is. but also to
that which is to come,—the blessings of glory, honor and im-
mortality.

WORD FROM THE

Drar BROTHER RUSSELL:—There is nothing special to nar-
1ate at present. but T <hall diop vou a line on genciel prin-
ciples. The 13 cases came on Friday about 6 p. M. (By Sat-
urday evening at 10, they were all opened and the contents
properly stowed away. thanks to the fact that they were so
far as possible packed in parcels. and thanks also to two
hiethien who came 1 to help—one on each evening

The outlooh for Dawxs is good this year, and if the 5.000
last ordered ure sent e Baltimore I think they will not be
here much 1n advance of the time they are needed. The lot
just reccived came in the nick of time, so far as cloth and
leatherette are concerned. I think we will not at present go
very deep into the matter of volunteer work by secular hands,
as a more excellent way scems to be available; 4. e., moving
the ecolporteurs into some of the territory where at present
we have no readers, and thus getting volunteer as well as col-
porteur work done there. Thev all do volunteering on Sun-
days. sn it will be no new thing to them.

The church in ¥ London had their annual business meet-
ing last Tuesday. They unanmimously requested me to serve
as pastor for the coming year (from March 1), and at my
request. as unanimously requested Bros. Bull (A. C.), Guard
and Lightfoot to serve as assistants.

Some time ago you gave it as your opinion that the twen-
ticth century would not have advanced far without showing
some great “sign” 1 reckon you hit it pretty close, if the
Morgan-Rockefeller-Hill Trust be taken as a “sign.” The pa-
pers in England talk ahout Mr. Morgan ‘“syndicating the
world.” What do you think of Isa. 5:8 in this connection?
If the parable be taken as a representation of “Christen-
dom.” which was foreshadowed by the first ‘“house of Israel”
(v. 7). we sce that God gave Christendom the advantage of
the “choicest vine” (Christ. John 15), and when he looked for
justice and righteousness as the fruits (Gal. 5 223, hehold
oppression and a cry. The combine seems to be losing no
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time in seeking to acquire control of the world’s intcrests in
various lines (Mr. Morgan is coming to Germany this month
to combine his crowd with the German steel combine), “that
they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth.” and
may make great profits out of it. But verse 10 should be a
warning to them, and a comfort to God’s people, for one bath
equals only eight gallons, and one ephah is but a tenth of a
homer. “Great will be the fall thereof” in anarchy, I pre-
sume,

Spoke last evening on Matt. 6:33, showing that the Lord
here puts God and the things of this world as possible “mas-
ters” of his disciples, We cannot serve both, “therefore I say
unto you,” etc. If we serve the things of this world, as the
nations do (cares of this life, ete), God’s Word will be un-
fruitful in us; but if we serve God, seeking first his king-
dom and righteousness (if we seek and find his righteousness,
we shall also find his kingdom, 2 Pet. 1:5-15), all these
things shall be added to us, and in fact shall be our servants,
instead of we in bondage to them.

Notwithstanding the course of this world being opposed to
those who seek God’s righteousness, the Father will overrule
in the affairs of his people that those who seek first his king-
dom, ete., shall not be deprived of the necessaries for an hon-
est living. Godliness has “the promise of the lite that now
is,” ete. Showed how some misunderstood this passage tfo
authorize an idle waiting for the necessaries of life to fall
down on them, because they take the wrong thought from the
Lord’s reference to birds and lilies. It is true that birds
do not sow or reap, and that lilies do not toil or spin, but
also true that birds do not know how to sow and reap, nor
do the lilies know how to spin. But the birds get their food
in God’s appointed way for them, and the lilies get their
glory in God’s appointed way for them. So man must get his
food in God’s appointed way for him, and any Christian who
seeks to get it in another way is “disorderly.” (2 Thes. 3:7-
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11) The idea was to show that this passage does not au-
thorize begging or idle waiting for the Lord’s people to supply
one’s needs. Would you think these views correct?

Hope you are as well ag usual. We are in fair health,

ZION’'S WATCH TOWER

(141-143)

and rejoicing in the Lord. With love to all, in which Sister
H. joins,
Yours faithfully in Christ,
E. C. HENNINGES. [Manager British Branch.]

INTERESTING QUESTIONS CONSIDERED

EARTHLY TREASURES VS. HEAVENLY TREASURES

Question.—Since 1 find that the approaching time of trou-
ble will mean anarchy and the destruction of all values, I feel
little disposed to put forth energy for more than life’s neces-
sities. Is this right or wrong? .

Answer.—In reply, we are sending you a TowER of April
15. 1896, which contains some interesting items.

It is our opinion that the disorders prevailing during the
time of anarchy will render title to property null and void, so
far as transfer or sale will be concerned. Nevertheless, it
would not be unreasonable to expect that a home of modest
appearance would as likely be respected as anything. Rents
and mortgages, we think, would be of little account as a re-
liance for income. Similarly, insurance will probably be of
little value: the mutual societies failing first when the “hard
times” come, and thus assisting in bringing the anarchy.
People who are learning to depend on such as<istance will be
the more despondent and desperate when this reliance fails.

But all this, while it should properly hinder us from hav-
ing the world’s spirit of land and money hunger, should not
hinder us from reasonable energy in our business; for surely
even if money would lose all value at that time, there is still
opportunity for using it wisely in the Lord’s service in the
interim, and should we not thus to some extent be conforming
our course to the Master’s words, when he admonished that
we lay up treasures in heaven, where it will be safe?

NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD

Question.—1f the dead are dead. and an awakening, a re-
animation, is necessary to future consciousness, in what way
should we understand our Lord’s comments on God’s words to
Moses, “T am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”—“Not
the God of the dead, but of the living, for all live unto him?”
—T.uke 20:37.38.

Answer.—This is to be understood from the standpoint
mentioned by the Apostle when he tells us that the believers
should not sorrow for their dead friends, as do others, “For
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, let us also be-
lieve that those 1who sleep in Jesus will God bring [from the
dead] bv lim.” While the original sentence was not that man
should sleep. in Jesus or otherwise, but that he should utterly

die, lose all life and all rights to life, yet God shows us that
it was his plan from the very beginning to provide a Re-
deemer, and that in the redemption sacrifice the ransom would
be paid and mankind be released from the original sentence.
It was in view of this plan that God spoke to all the faithful
of the times past respecting his purposes. Thus it was that
he said to Moses that he was the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob—the God who had made promises to these that would
surely be fulfilled, promises which declared that in them and
their seed all the families of the earth would be blessed,
promises, therefore, which implied their awakening from the
dead, and which implied, therefore, that from the divine
standpoint they were not extinct, mot annihilated, but
merely resting in death until the due time should come, men-
tioned by Jeb, when he says, “O that thou wouldst hide me in
the grave until thy wrath be overpast; then thou shalt call
and I will answer thee, for thou wilt have a desire unto the
work of thy hands.” (Job. 14:13,15) The “wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all unrighteousness” now, and
has been so revealed ever since father Adam’s transgression.
It is revealed and may be seen in all the sickness and pain,
and trouble and dying, and just as the Apostle says, makes of
the world in general a “groaning creation, travailing in pain
together, waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God”—
waiting for the establishment of the Millennial kingdom, un-
der Christ the Head and the church his brethren, his bride,
his body.

Our Lord was answering the Sadducees, who deny that
there will be any resurrection of the dead, and he offered this
testimony in proof, not that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were
not dead, but in proof that there would be a resurrection for
them, which would have been an impossibility had they be-
come, as the Sadducees claimed, extinct. Our Lord, in other
words, tells us that all those who are in harmony with him
are not, in his estimation, dead, in the full sense of the word
dead, but merely for the time being sleeping and waiting un-
til the morning. As the prophet declares, “Weeping may en-
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning”—the resur-
rection morning. Had it not been his plan to have a resur-
rection, God would not have referred to Abraham and others
in such a manner as he did.

WORDS OF CHEER AND ENCOURAGEMENT

Derr BroTuER RUSSELL:—We have to report for “Volun-
teer” work for 1900 as follows:—

Churches., Towers distributed. TUnder direction of

53 8,000 Bro. W. J. Thorn.
317 28 672 Bro. A. M. Graham.
Total 370 36.672

We still have about 1,000 Towrrs which we will distribute
during the present month,

We are all prepared for a new campaign. At a meeting
held Sunday p. m. Brother A, M. Graham was chosen “Cap-
tain” for 1901, with instructions to make requisition for nec-
essary ammunition. I send you a copy of the new volunteer
roll-call of 43 names—21 brethren, 22 sisters. We think the
above report a good basis; we will certainly need as many as
36,000 as there is little doubt of our being able to accomplish
as much as last campaign, as shown above. We did more
last year than in the previous ones, covering more territory
and giving out more Towers. We have reached every suburb
within 10 miles, and in some directions going 14 miles out.
It is 20 miles from extremes of this territory (Boston). The
enthusiasm and zeal was inspiring; there was no grumbling
and no shirking. Our last day’s work was done with the
thermometer at 3° above zero, some of the friends traveling
16 miles to get to the field.

The fact that this work is “doing with our might what
our hands find to do” has stimulated the zeal of us all. No
other service has ever seemed so fruitful in blessings to the
Lord’s flock. Tt was grand to note the tact and skill some of
the Volunteers learned to use in managing the “rams” and
“goats” in the Babylonish flock, who made trouble occasion-
ally. Generally the “soft answer turned away wrath.” We
received many a “God bless you.” and met many who had
read and enjoyed the Dawns. We found our Brothers Sher-

wood and Jones in the Babylonish eamp. Both withdrew—
Brother Jones becoming a volunteer. On one occasion a Bi-
ble class teacher came out and asked for TOwWERs to give to
his class, saying, “I want every one of my scholars to have
one of those papers.” Again, on another occasion, the Pastor
of a church came out and asked to see the TOWER, and after
looking it over said, “Stand right there on the steps; I will
be glad to have my people read that paper.” There is scarcely
a weck that we do not meet some one who read that Tower
and was blessed in the reading. It has been a blessed work,
every way and no doubt the present healthy spiritual condi-
tion of the church here may be con<iderably attributed to
this work—its influence is sancitifving.

Our yearly meeting on Jan 2 was a love feast, and gave
evidence of spiritual growth on the part of all  All hailed the
news of another tract for distribution with joy and re-
sponded to the call heartily. During the past vear Brother
and Sister Black and Sister Mason, and quite recently Sister
Mower, have entered the colporteur service, and we still pray
the Lord of the harvest to send more laborer< into the field.
The past year has been one of spiritual growth and blessing
under our dear Lord’s leading, for which we praize him and
gather fresh courage and confidence for new bhattles, and we
trust, new vietories—both within our hearts and without. as
he may be pleased to send. Dear Brother. pray for us. Your
brother in Christ,

ArLExX. M. Gramam,—J3¥assachusetts.

DeArR Brorurr Ressenn-—T wiite to express as well as
I may in words, my thanks and love to you for this grand
message of helpfulness to the church in the April 1 Warcn
TowrR, on Rev. 3:10. It came to us in the “nick of time,”
and O, how it has cheered and strengthened our souls. It is a
companion piece to “Pressing Toward the Mark.” and 1 wish
we had the two articles in pamphlet form together. T have
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