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truth as usual proved itself powerful, and we hope that many 
weie impressed by its beauty and simplicity. Brother Herr, 
from Pottsville, was present and assisted in the service, and 
also in upholding the truth afterwards.

Biother Fatince wrote you of the experience we had at the 
United Bretlnen church here, a week ago last Sunday. Well, 
as a sequel, last Sunday evening the pastor undertook to 
show the unscripturalness of M ille n n ia l  Da w s , and by in vi­
tation several of the friends, including myself, were present 
to hear what this very blind shepherd had to say. Needless 
to «ay he had a \ery thin aigument, and succeeded in mak­
ing himself ridiculous.

His ignorance of God’s word was simply amazing, and 
must hate been appaient to every thinking person present. 
Oil the whole, I  think he (unwittingly) helped the truth 
rather than hindeied it, for he read some excellent extracts 
trom the Da w n . Sonic of them I should have chosen my- 
solt had 1 been debating the points with him. He also read 
the extiact from Atlanta Constitution from the back of a 
imssionaiy envelope which he had. Whilst he had to admit 
that hades meant the grave, he also said that it meant 
more than that, to use his own words— “ Hades is a place 
divided into two compartments, one where the bad spirits 
eo to and the otliei Paiadise, where Jesus went.” All of 
his "~ei iptural” proofs were “home spun,” and unfortunately 
l toi him l could not he warranted not to shrink. Of course, 
the (Mmehead tract was in evidence, and so were about 
200 of No. 41, Old Theology tracts. All that was done by 
the friends to uphold the truth was done in the spirit of 
low and with becoming dignity.

I'm sure you will be pleased to know that the friends 
here show much zeal for the truth, and are growing apace. 
We have now started a mid-week meeting, which promises to 
be a success.

The Volunteer work will also be taken up; the arrange­
ments for it are to be made next Sunday.

I am haidlv  able to go fu lly  into my colporteur work
yet. but hope to do so soon ; in the meantime, shall en­
deavor to do a little  canvassing here, and altho this place
was worked last year I hope to be able to reach some and
dispose o f some Da w n s .

Please pray for me that I may have strength and courage 
to walk the narrow way.

With Christian love to yourself and the Bible House 
family, I remain your brother in Christ.

E rnest D. Sexto n ,— P e n n sy lv a n ia .

P astor C. T. R ussell ,
M y  D e ar  S i r :—After services on the first Lord’s day of 

this year, I found in my study a parcel of books with no 
name. I was leaving the next day for a 400-mile voyage, and 
took with me 3 vols. of M il l e n n ia l  D a w n , which I  perused 
with glowing interest in the intervals of services as we sailed 
from island to island. I wish to subscribe to the W a t c h  
Tow er , and to have tracts sent me (as per list) ; for this 
1 enclose $2 50, which I  hope will cover expenses of postage, 
etc. I am yours faithfully,

D a n iel  W ilshere ,— West Indies.
Bahama Baptist Union— Supt. of Missions.

M r. E ditor-— I cannot tell you how thankful I am to you 
for sending us a sample copy of your paper. Oh, the good, 
glad tidings' How many wietched, awful days it would have 
saved me had I known it long ago. I believe you implicitly 
in all vou say. It seems so much more like God ought to be. 
Oh. mv words are too crude and I am too ignorant to express

what I feel, but I am so glad. For years I have been 
a Presbyterian, and a doubter all the time, and only those 
who have gone through it know what that means. I will 
distribute any tracts you may send me, and be glad to do so.

M rs . Fr an k  Carey ,—Pennsylvania.
D ear Brother C. T. R u ss e l l :—Grace and peace! Your 

very kind favor of the 4th inst. to hand. Had an injury 
received to my right hand about a week ago. Am getting out 
on the road now in my business as an architect, and the 
Lord is blessing the efforts put forth in spreading the truth. 
Had another experience of his wonderful grace tonight here 
in town. I was planning and thinking how I could take 
along a lot of D a w n s , that I could sell in large numbers 
in single vols. After having depleted my stock in the grip 
to two vols., and taking orders for three sets and coming 
here after 6 p. m., I went out to inquire about business. 
Finding a hardware store (where I usually inquire in every 
town) and finding no news, I showed the D a w n , but being a 
perfect stranger, I did not for a moment fliink they would 
part with the cash simply on my face and the name in my 
order book, etc. I sold five sets in that store, and two in 
another, spot cash, making 51 vols. for today. To God be 
all the glory. To say I was astonished is putting it lightly. 
I cannot get out of here until tomorrow at 3 p. m., so can 
possibly sell some more in the same way. Glad to see names 
on the lists where the Lord used me to hand them the truth. 
These blessings should make me run the race with much joy. 
Enclosed please find P. O. order foi money, and order for 
books to be sent to various parties. Pray that I may be kept 
humble, as I desire and require much more humility and love 
for the sacrifice than I possess, so it will not be a duty love to 
feed the little ones and spread the truth, but so the zeal of 
the Lord may burn me up. Hope to see more names on the 
Tower lists some day in the paths of our D a w n  work.

I feel very happy over this new phase of the work, as 
it seems it ought to be very fruitful.

February 17th.— Grace and peace! Just home from a 
week’s trip on business in the country, and the most blessed 
of trips so far as Da w n  sales are concerned that I know of. 
Sold 239 vols. in a week. Just returned from Jackson. Minn 
Knew of a T ower reader there and looked for him. I found 
the restaurant where he takes his meals, and supposed he 
had sold D a w n s  there, but when I found he had not I tried, 
and sold a set. This started the ball rolling in Jackson, 
where I am quite well acquainted, and received orders for 
75 vols. before leaving. Then I had to be careful not to sell 
to the Presbyterians, as I was after their church. Hope to 
sell a volley to them later.

If I had used my opportunities the last two years on 
the road with the success I now receive, it’s hard to estimate 
how many D a w n s  could have been sold. This is a new 
venture to get cash in advance for books. To the Lord be 
all the glory. May we do continually with our might what 
our hands find to do. Praying God’s richest blessing and 
love to you and all the dear ones in the Bible House. I re­
main your fellow-soldier of the cross.

M. P. T iiori,—Minnesota.
[Our dear Brother Thori is one of the leading architects 

of Minnesota, and in going about attending to this business 
he takes the Da w n s  along, and is daily becoming more expert 
in reaching hearing ears. He usually sells five volumes at 
a time, and collects in advance, the books being delivered by 
mail. He has a letter from us showing his authority to do 
this. His success of late is phenomenal. He has sold over 
4,400 volumes in the past five years. The Lord is blessing 
his zeal with both still increasing wisdom and grace.]
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PATIENCE AS AN ELEMENT OF CHARACTER
I will also keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all 
them that dwell upon the earth.”—Rev. 3:10.

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience
the world to try

We will not here discuss this verse from the standpoint of 
its application to the Philadelphia epoch of the church’s his- 
toi v, but will content ourselves with examining the principles 
implied in its statement, believing, as we do, that the Lord’s 
dealings with his church throughout this Gospel age follow 
the same lines, are in harmony with the same principles. 
Whatever condition, therefore, would be acceptable and pleas­
ing to the Lord as respected the Philadelphia epoch of the 
church’s history would be acceptable and pleasing to him in 
respect to ourselves and all others of his people during this 
age.

Special stress, we see, is laid upon patience—“the word of 
my patience,” or, the patience -which my word inculcates. 
Examining the word critically we find that two quite distinct 
words in the Greek are translated by our English word 
patience in the New Testament; the one is makrothunia (Heb. 
6 : 12: James 5:10; Acts 26:3) : this is the word which in a 
general way corresponds to the common thought of patience, 
as we speak of it connected with every-day affairs of our 
lives; it means merely long-suffering, and indeed, makrothunia 
is generally so translated throughout the New Testament. 
(Rom. 2:4;' 9:22; Eph. 4 :2 ; Col. 1:11; 3:12; 1 Tim. 1:16; 2
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Pet. 3:15 .etc.) But this is not the word used in our text, 
nor the word generally translated patience throughout the 
New Testament, viz., hupomonee.

This word, hupomonee, has a much deeper and fuller sig­
nificance than attaches to our English word patience. It sig­
nifies rather constancy,— the thought being an endurance of 
evil in a cheerful, willing, patient manner. It represents, 
therefore, an element of character, and not merely a temporary 
condition or restraint of feeling or action. For instance, a 
worldly man might have a great deal of patience in connec­
tion with the prosecution of his business;—he might be very 
attentive to his customers, very obliging, very painstaking, 
and show no dissatisfaction in connection with the inconsid­
erateness of his customers; and “patience,”  in its ordinary 
sense, might be ascribed to his conduct. But the word in our 
text rendered patience signifies such a development of heart 
and character as manifests itself in an endurance of wrong or 
affliction with contentment, without rebellion of will, with full 
acquiescence in the divine wisdom and love, which, while per­
mitting present evils, has promised to overthrow them in God’s 
due time. We believe it will be profitable for us to examine 
carefully this element of Christian character, of which our 
Lord speaks in such high commendation, that recognizing it 
clearly, we, as his followers, may attain to it more completely, 
and thus have his more abundant approval.

Since our text mentions this patient endurance as being the 
Lord’s “ word”  or teaching, let us glance backward to the 
Gospel narrative, and note the Lord’s use of the word in his 
teaching. Twice it is recorded as a part of his utterance. In 
Luke 8:15, in the parable of the sower, we read: “That
[sown] on the good ground are they which in an honest and 
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience [with cheerful endurance, constancy].” 
The thought here is that in order to be of the fruit-bearing 
class which the Lord will approve and accept to his kingdom, 
it is necessary to do more than to receive the word of his 
testimony, even though we receive it with joy— for that class 
in the parable is represented by the stony ground, which at 
first gave evidence of great fruitfulness and vigor, but which, 
when the sun of persecution arose, withered, because of lack 
of depth of soil. That stony, shallow soil represents, the Lord 
explains, a class of hearers who rejoice greatly in the truth, 
but do not endure, such as cannot withstand persecution or 
opposition, hut wither under it, become discouraged. Such 
cannot he of the kingdom class, all of whom must be over­
comers.

In this parable our Lord shows us that patient endurance, 
constancy, is the final test, following after the readiness of 
preparation to receive the seed; following after the seed has 
been received and has sprouted; following after love and hope 
and joy and faith have caused it to spring forth and to give 
fruitage. Patient endurance, then, is necessary, in order that 
the grain may be developed and thoroughly ripened, and made 
fit for the garner. Ah' how important patient endurance 
seems to be, in the light of this our Lord’s word— cheerful 
endurance; for we cannot suppose that he who judges the 
thoughts and intents of the heart would he pleased with his 
children, even if he saw them enduring mucli for his sake, if 
they endured in an impatient or dissatisfied or unhappy frame 
of mind. They would not, in that event, be copies ot God’s 
dear Son, our Lord, whose sentiment is expressed in the 
words, “ I delight to do thy will, O God!” All of the Royal 
Priesthood aie sacrificeis, as was the Chief Priest, our Re­
deemer and example, who offered up himself: we, as the under 
priests, have also presented our bodies living sacrifices, and 
are to lay down our lives for the brethren— in the service of 
the truth" And God, who accepts these sacrifices through the 
merit of Christ, informs us that he appreciates or loves the 
cheerful giver, those who perform their sacrifices of a willing 
heait, cheerfully. And this thought, be it noted, is in the 
Greek word we are considering. It is cheerful endurance, 
patient endurance, that is commended.

The other instance in which our Lord used the word dur­
ing his ministry is recorded in Luke 21:19. He had just been 
telling his followers what they must expect as the result of 
being his disciples during the present time, when sin abounds, 
and when Satan is the prince of this world—they must expect 
tribulation, opposition from various quarters; but he assures 
them that they would nevertheless be fully and completely 
under divine care and protection, even though the persecutions 
would be permitted to reach and to affect them. Then follow 
the words, “ In your patience [patient endurance, cheerful 
constancy] possess ye your souls.”

Our faith and trust in the Lord and his gracious prom­
ises for the future life are to be so strong that they will more 
than counter-balance the oppositions of the world, of false

brethren, and of Satan’s blinded servants;— so much so that 
these persecutions will be recognized and rejoiced in as the 
agencies of divine providence in chiseling, shaping and polish­
ing us as the living stones for the glorious Temple which God 
is constructing. And viewing our trials from this standpoint 
we can indeed possess our souls, our lives, and enjoy them, 
even amidst tribulation, with cheerful endurance, constancy. 
Yea, we may realize that the soul, the real being, to which 
God has given the exceeding great and precious promise of 
the future, cannot be injured by the persecutions of the flesh, 
nor by anything that men can do to us, so long as we are 
faithful to the Lord, accepting the persecutions with cheerful 
constancy, as the ministrations permitted of his providence 
for our ultimate good.

THE NECESSITY FOE PATIENT ENDURANCE
Here the question properly arises, Why is this so? In 

what sense is such endurance necessary? We answer that it 
is one of the conditions which God has attached to the call to 
joint-heirship in the kingdom, and the wisdom of this is mani­
fest when we consider the work to which we are called— the 
work of blessing all the families of the earth, as God’s Mil­
lennial kingdom, under and in joint-heirship with our Lord 
That will be a great work, and it is eminently proper that the 
Lord should demand that those whom he would account worthy 
of it shall not only appreciate his goodness and his character, 
and prefer these to sin and iniquity, but that they should 
demonstrate their thorough loyalty to these principles to the 
extent of a joyful willingness to suffer on behalf of right, to 
endure patiently. A transitory endurance of one or two or 
three brief trials would not prove the person to have estab­
lished character for righteousness; but a patient, cheerful 
endurance even unto death, would prove and demonstrate such 
a character.

We might illustrate this with the diamond. Suppose that 
we were able to make diamonds out of some plastic material, 
so that they would have the full diamond measure of bril­
liancy; and suppose that they became hard, but not so in­
tensely hard as the diamond, would they have the value of the 
diamond’  By no means. And so with the Christian; if we 
should suppose him possessed of every grace of character that 
could possibly belong to the sons of God except this one of 
firmness, of endurance, he would not be fit to be numbered 
amongst the Lord’s jewels. Hence the Lord’s demand is that 
the quality of firmness, cheerful endurance of whatever his 
providence may permit, shall be a characteristic of all those 
who will be fit for the kingdom.

This importance of endurance in the Christian character is 
fully borne out by the Apostle Paul’s use of the word; for 
on more than one occasion he ranks it as above and beyond 
love, which we have seen is the “mark” of character for which 
we are to run,— the mark of the prize. For instance, in 
writing to Titus (2 :2 ), enumeraiing the characteristics of the 
advanced Christian, the Apostle uses the following order 
“ Vigilant, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity l love]. 
in patience Ipatient. cheerful endurance].”  Though we have 
all the other qualities, this final test of patient, cheerful 
endurance must lie passed before we could be accepted of the 
Lord as members of the “very elect.”

Again, in writing to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:10) respecting 
himself, the Apostle again puts this quality of patient en­
durance in the place beyond love saying, “Thou hast fully 
known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, long- 
suffering, love, patient endurance.”

It may be asked. How can this quality rank higher than 
love, if love is the fulfiling of the Law, and the mark of tin 
prize of our high calling? We reply, that patient endurance 
does not merely come in at the close of our race, but i- 
requisite all the way along the race course. We need tlu« 
cheerful endurance of the earliest trials in the Chi istj.m way 
and as we speed along in our race for the m.uk the sp.rit of 
cheerful endurance should be growing stronger and ^Longer 
at eiery step of the journey. It is with us at the first qunrtei 
mark, and at the second quarter mark, and at the third quar­
ter mark, and still with us at the fourth quaitei mark, the 
mark of the prize, perfect love. And when we have reached 
this mark of the race in which we love not only our fiiends 
but our enemies, it is required of us that we shall stand up 
to the mark faithfully, cheerfully, patiently enduring the tests 
which the Lord will even then see proper to let come upon us 
Hence it is that the Apostle exhorts us, “Having done all. 
“stand”—endure. Having reached the “mark,”  “Let patient 
endurance have her perfect work,” or “perfect her work." Let 
patient endurance demonstrate, not only that you have the 
character, the qualifications of love, demanded in the race for 
the prize, but also that you have it as an element of character,
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deep-rooted, immutable, so that you can endure oppositions 
cheerfully.

Ah yes! we can see now a icason for the Lord’s arrange­
ment that we should have our trial as the Master had his, 
under an evil environment— that we might not only have the 
qualities of character, but have them rooted, grounded, estab­
lished, and that all this should be demonstrated and proven 
by our cheerful endurance of whatever divine providence shall 
see best to permit to befall us.

INSPIRED APPLICATIONS OF PATIENT ENDURANCE
Evervthing that will enable us to see the importance of 

this quality of patient, cheerful endurance will be helpful to 
us Thereto] o let us notice some other instances in which 
this wind is used m the New Testament. The Apostle Paul 
says. "Hut ye ha\e need of patience [cheerful endurance, con­
stant y| that after ye have done the will of God [reached the 
maik] ye might receive the promise.” (Heb. 10:36) Here, 
again, we see that it is not merely to do the will of God that 
is the test. but. that after having attained to that point, that 
mnik of diameter in our hearts, in our wills (if only par­
tially in the flesh) we should, by patient endurance, establish 
God's l lghteous will as the law of om hearts, the rule of life 
under all circumstances and conditions. Then, and not till 
then, will we be in the heart condition ot fitness for the king­
dom. The Apostle .Tames ( 13 )  says “The trying of your 
faith woiketh patience [patient endurance] that is to say, 
if our faith stands the trial it will work this character of 
patient endurance, of course, on the other hand, if we do not 
attain to patient endurance, it will mean that our faith has 
not. stood the test satisfactory, that we are not tit for the 
kingdom.

Thus we see clearly that a great mistake has peen made 
amongst Christian people in general m supposing that religion 
is merely a thing that is to be gotten as an answer to prayer, 
or by going to a mourners’ bench, or standing up toi prnver, 
or in Vesponse to some human or divine appeal— as one would 
get a dollar and put it into his pocket. On the contrary, 
repentance of sin and acceptance of Christ, in faith unto justi­
fication. is only tlm beginning and not the end of the Christian 
way. The next step is consecration, and this, also, is far from 
the end. it is merely starting in the school of Christ, having
our names enrolled as those who desire to be pupils, and to
be taught of God to cultivate the fruits and graces of the 
spirit All these things are necessary, but much more is nec­
essary: we must go on and on. not only to the attainment of
the faith and the love, but also to the demonstration of
character as expressed in his word, patient endurance.

The Apostle Paul exhorts, “Let us run with patience 
[cheerful constancy patient endurance] the race set before U3 
in the Gospel.” (Heb. 12:1) As already observed, the race 
must be run with this constancy if we would reach the 
“ mark.”  and after reaching the mark the position can only be 
maintained by the grace of constancy, patient endurance, that 
having done all, wo may stand.
THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION ABOUT TO COME UPON THE 

WHOLE WORLD
We are not to understand our Lord’s words to mean that 

he kept those of his people designated as the church at Phila­
delphia from all trials and temptations: quite to the contrary, 
we may lie sure that trials and temptations have been the
portion of the Lord’s people throughout the entire age. As
the Apostle Peter said to some in his day, “Think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trials which shall try you, as
though some strange [new] thing happened unto you.”  (1
Pet 4 ’ 12) Trials must be the portion of all who would be 
“ overcomers.” How else could they overcome if they had no 
trials to overcome? The church represented as belonging to 
the Philadelphia period had these common or general trials; 
but the Lord proposed to spare them from certain special 
trials that were about to come upon the whole world. We are 
not of the Philadelphia epoch, but of the Laodicean epoch, 
which goes into these trials, and to our understanding this 
“hour of temptation,”  which is to try all people of the world, 
is already here, we are already in it, and it forms part of the 
testing of our endurance.

But though our Lord does not pieserve the Laodicean stage 
o f his saints from going into the trouble, we may be sure that 
those who keep the word of his patience now will have his 
keeping power, as promised to the Laodicean saints: “ I stand
at the door and knock; whoever hears my voice and opens to 
me I will come in and sup with him and he with me.” This 
is the special reward of those who are running the race with 
patient endurance in the present time, in the Laodicean period; 
while it was not our privilege to escape the hour of tempta­
tion, it is our privilege to have a counter-balancing special

blessing as a result of living in the time of our Lord’s 
parousia (presence). We may have his fellowship, his in­
struction, his dispensing of spiritual food which is now “meat 
in due season,” in a manner and to a degree which none of 
the faithful of past periods enjoyed these. But as we might 
expect, this greatest favor is correspondingly offset by the 
subtiltv and severity of the trials of this hour of temptation 
coming upon the whole world.

If ever patient endurance was necessary it is necessary 
now; if ever it was true, “ In patience possess ye your souls,” 
it is so now. Those running the race acceptably, and pos­
sessing this patient endurance, will be able “ to stand in this 
evil day,” and no others will be able to stand; for, as the 
Apostle says, the fiery trials of this day shall try every man’s 
work of what sort it is.— 1 Cor. 3 :13.'

The hour of temptation seems to bear specially upon and 
test this point of patient endurance, and throughout the civi­
lized world we find this qualitv of patient endurance becom­
ing more and more scarce. Whether we can compare condi­
tions of today with those of fifty years ago, or forty, or thir­
ty, or twenty, or ten years ago, according to our experience 
in the matter, we will see that willingness to endure at all 
is growing more and more scarce. Nobody uislies to endure 
anything—for righteousness’ sake, for Christ’s sake or for 
anybody else’s sake, and if endurance even be necessary it is 
generally with very much ot impatience, very much more of 
complaint, etc., than formerly. And this geneial tendency 
of the civilized world to non-endurance and impatience, neces­
sarily has its bearing and influence upon all who are seeking 
to walk in the narrow' way, going against the current of pub­
lic sentiment and custom; the stronger That current the 
greater their difficulty, and only by divine grace can progress 
be made.

This necessary divine grace is granted to u = through a 
knowledge of the divine plan, and is withheld trom those 
who are not walking close to the Lord in the loot steps of 
Jesus. It is for this reason that we see a growing disposi­
tion towTard impatience, non-endurance, amongst the professed 
followers of Christ. It is at the bottom of the mob \iolemo 
which in Europe is kept down by military force, but which 
in this country is manifesting itself in repeated instances of 
lynching, etc., which proclaims with loud voice impatience as 
the growing sentiment. The same wrong condition is illus­
trated in the recently inaugurated attack upon illegal liquor 
selling in the state of Kansas, in which those who love right­
eousness and hate iniquity have participated, not discerning 
the instruction of the Lord’s Word respecting patient 
endurance of evil, until his time shall come for the rectifica­
tion of the same;—by the establishment of the kingdom, the 
binding of Satan, and the subjugation of all evil.

Indeed, we may expect the growth of this spirit in Chris­
tendom— the feeling that in the past they have been too 
patient, not sufficiently aggressive— the feeling that if they 
had taken matters into their own hands long ago the world 
might have been converted ere this. But those who have 
kept the Lord’s word of patient endurance, and who have 
sought from him the needed wisdom from on high, that is 
first pure, then peaceable, easy of entreatment, full of mercy 
and good works, and patient endurance, have learned that 
he has a due time in which his purposes shall all be accom­
plished; and learning this has assisted them in cultivating 
patient endurance as their Lord endured the opposition of 
evil, its malignity, its spite, its falsehoods, its persecution— 
enduring all this cheerfully, patiently, as unto the Lord— 
realizing that it is the program which the Lord has not only 
permitted but permitted for wise purposes in connection with 
the call and preparation of the “ little flock” who shall be 
joint-heirs with Christ, their Lord, in the kingdom.

The Apostle counsels us respecting this hour of tempta­
tion into which we have just entered. Its besetments and 
trials will be various, and some of them will be subtle; so 
deceptive that all who are not thoroughly rooted and grounded 
in the truth will be carried away from the sure foundation 
(the ransom) by the false arguments and sophistries of those 
whom Satan is now permitted to use as his agents in trying 
all them that dwell upon the face of the whole earth. 
Amongst these, no testing seems much more subtle than that 
of Christian Science, which, backed by the adversary’s power, 
is enabled to promise its perverts that if they will affirm 
an untruth and stick to it they shall have the reward of relief 
from certain pains and ailments, and those who have not 
learned to patiently endure whatever the Lord’s providence 
shall permit, will be ready to accept almost any relief which 
the adversary may bring to their attention. And as they learn
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to deceive themselves in respect to pain and sickness and grad­
ually to pervert words from their real meaning, they finally 
become so confused in their minds that truth appears to them 
to be falsehood, and falsehood appears to them to be shining 
truth, on every subject involved.

They are led into this partly through curiosity. It seems 
so strange to hear anyone say, “ There is no death, all is life! 
there is no pain, all is health! there is no evil, all is good!” 
They say to themselves, Altho we know that these are incon­
sistent statements yet we are curious to know how people 
reason them out,—what is their philosophy? This is just 
what the adversary desires—to attract their attention, that 
step by step he may then lead them from one falsity to another, 
until the whole biain and conscience are subverted; rewarding 
them with physical relief— small recompense! They have 
accepted darkness for light, and liglu, thereafter will appear 
to them darkness. Whj ? IIow? Because, first they are 
unwilling to patiently endure, and because, secondly, they 
would not receive the truth, so far as they saw it, with a 
proper constancy. They would not receive the truth in the 
love of it, and hence were ready to exchange that which they 
valued too lightly, either in the quest of curious informa­
tion. or for the sake of physical healing of troubles which, if 
tnduied j.n fu ’ ly, might have worked for them great blessing.

The hour of trial is not coming alike upon all; for all 
Christendom is not upon the same plane of development, mental, 
inoi.il, phwcal, spintual. The tiial, as it is coming upon 
(.hil-ieniloii! in gmoial, is pictuied by the Apostle in his 
lolt"r to Timothy (2 Tim. 3.1-15), Ue here delineates certain 
thar.icterisfics of this hour of temptation, otherwise called 
the great “ tune of tiouHe” coming upon the world; a'nd from 
his piupKtic delineation we see that selfishness will be at the 
bottom of the mattci, and that impatience will be its weapon. 
The Are-tie says, “ This know nbo, that in the last days 
pci lions times shall come; men shall be lovers of their own 
selves; covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, truce- 
buakers, fal-,e accusers [enticers to strife], incontinent [not 
under irstraint, impetuous), lieice, despi=ers of those that are 
good, traiiorr, fiannot be trusted, would sell out their best 
fiitn.ls i,i' .self, n con'-ideiations], heady, high-minded, lovers 
of pleasure ]lU)I0 than lovers of God, having a form of godli­
ness, but denying the powei thereof.”

In his jefter to the Thessaionians (2 Thess. 2:9-12) the 
Apostle gives some further intimations respecting the peculiar 
f in is  oi tins hour ol temptation, which has come upon the 
whole world, but which has not yet reached its intensity, and 
which probably will not reach that intensity in all respects 
for some yeais, but which is already working, and sifting, 
sepniating,—because the judgment begins with the house of 
God. He says, speaking of Satan as the prime mover in the 
evils of this present tune, and especially active in this hour 
of temptation with which this age shall close, that his effort 
will be “ with all power and signs and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that per­
ish.”  Then he explains to us the reason why it will be so, 
Baying. “ Because they received not the truth in the love of it, 
that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion that they should believe a lie, that they 
all might be condemned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.”

God’s promise is the foundation upon which all that we 
hope for, either of character or coming glory, is built. Let us 
prize this truth so that we will not compromise it in any 
sense or in any degree; let us not only hold the truth in the 
letter but in the spirit;— in the love of it, because it is true, 
as well as because it is beautiful and grand. Holding it thus 
we will be careful that no one shall twist it for us or pervert 
it, and equally careful that we do not handle the Word of 
God deceitfully ourselves, to the blinding of our own eyes 
of understanding, and thus to our own hindrance. And let 
us ever remember the importance of patient endurance, that 
we may not only cultivate the Christian graces, and practice

them, but that we may take joyfully the trials, persecutions 
or difficulties which our Lord may see proper to permit to 
come upon us for our testing and for the development of this 
character which he explains to us is of paramount importance, 
and without which perfect love could neither be attained nor 
maintained.

SPECIAL TRIALS OF THE PASSOVER SEASON
Years ago we called attention to the fact that as the Pass­

over season brought to our dear Lord the sorrows and trials 
of Gethsemane and Calvary, and was a time of sifting and 
testing for Judas and Peter and all the Lord’s follow'd s. it 
would appear to be a time even yet in which our adversary, 
Satan, is granted special license to test and prove the Lord's 
people. And as we get farther and farther into “ the hour of 
temptation which shall try all them that dwell upon the 
earth,”  we expect these testings to be specially upon “ tint 
house of God”— the consecrated.

Through the mails we learn of the struggles and tears 
and pravers of many,— some because of their own weaknesses 
and frailties, and some because of the frailties of others, and 
some because of earthly burdens which they can neither over­
come nor east fully upon the Lord. But while sympathizing 
with these and counselling them as best we can, we remember 
the Master’s words, “ Blessed are those who weep now, for 
they shall rejoice,”  and our heart is specially solicitous for 
those whose letters give evidence that they an- in temptation, 
but realize it not;—those who are being swallowed lip of am­
bition or business or other “ cares of this life and deceitful­
ness of riches”— spiritual or temporal; and with those special­
ly, whose love for the truth set ms to grow cooler instead of 
hotter each year, and who see lcsi and feel less than they did 
years ago. We sav to ourself. These are like tli" apostles — 
sleeping while they should be watching and praying, and the 
hour of trial will find them unprepared; while some who are 
weeping and striving are more like our Savior at Gethsemane, 
and like liim will be strengthened for the hour of trial.

Nor can we pray the Lord not to permit those trials of 
faith and patient endurance; for we recognize that the “ very 
elect”  must be a tiied people, because ot the very object of 
their election.— that they mav be joint-heiis with Christ in 
the long-promised kingdom that is to judge and bless the 
world during the Millennium. As the Apostle savs, these 
“ fiery trials must try you.” It is a matter of must, of neces­
sity, as respects all who would be graduated from the present 
school of Christ to a share in his glorious kingdom,— that 
they must pass the examination.

Ah, if we could hut keep this thought before us contin­
ually, how it would serve us to will and to do the Lord’s 
good pleasure—enduring faithfully and cheerfully whatever 
our loving Master sees best to permit, knowing that thus he 
is working out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. From this standpoint

“ How light our trials then will seem 1 
How short our pilgrim way!

The life of earth a fitful dream,
Dispelled by dawning day!

“ Then peace, my heart! and hush my tongue!
Be calm, my troubled breast!

Each passing hour prepares thee more 
For everlasting rest.”

Let us each, dear brethren, be very solicitous for ourselves 
and for each other; and counting the prize set before us in 
the Gospel as superior to all else, as the Apostle says, “ Let 
us fear, lest a promise being left us of entering into his rest, 
any of you should seem to come short of it.” Let us so love 
all the Lord’s children that their welfare will be our chief 
concern, and this will mean our own spiritual health. Yet we 
must not permit our love even for the brethren to hinder our 
confidence in the Lord’s love and wisdom in respect to his 
terms in the choice of his bride;— even tlio the siftings should 
take from us some, whose fellowship we dearly cherish.

How wise are God’s commands!
How sure his precepts are!

We east our burdens on the Lord, 
And trust his constant care.

Beneath his watchful eye 
His saints securely dwell;

The hand which bears all nature up 
Doth guard his children well.

‘Why should an anxious load 
Press down thy weary mind ?

Haste to thy heavenly Father’s throne 
And sweet refreshment find.”

His goodness stands approved.
Unchanged from dav to day.

We’ll drop our burdens at his feet. 
And bear a song away.
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“SO AS BY FIRE”
“ I sometimes feel so passionate a yearning 

For spiritual perfection here below,
This vigorous frame with healthful fervor burning. 

Seems my determined foe.

“ So actively it makes a stern resistence,
So cruelly it sometimes wages war 

Against the higher spiritual existence,
Which I am striving for.

“ It inteirupts niv soul's intense devotions;
Some hope it strangles at its very birth 

With a swift rush of violent emotions 
Which link me to the earth.

“ It is as if two mortal foes contended 
Within my bosom in a deadly strife;

One for the loftier aims Jesus intended,
One for the ‘Mammon’ life.

“ And yet I know this very war within me,
Which brings out all my will-power and control; 

This very conflict yet through Christ shall win me 
The loved and longed-for goal.

“ And when in the immortal ranks enlisted,
Sometimes I wonder if we shall not find 

That not for deeds alone, but also what’s resisted,
Our places were assigned.” —Selected.

“ Note is Christ risen from the dead, and
On no Christian doctiine does tlieie seem to be a greater 

i (infusion in all denominations than on the subject of this 
lesson—the resurrection of the dead—the resurrection of our 
land. Xeveitheless, as with one voice, all Christendom unites 
in dechuing that our Loid’s resurrection was an indis­
pensable necessity to our salvation, in this agreeing perfectly 
with the plum statement of the Apostle, “ If Christ be not 
lisen then is mu pleaching vain, and your faith is also vain;

. \e aie vet in your sins. Then they also which are 
fallen asleep in Chiist are perished.” (1 Cor. 15-13-18) 
How strange that a subject of so vast importance as this 
should he so obscure1 How stiange that, recognizing its im­
pel tanee thinking minds should treat it so lightly, and be 
willing to accept theories inspecting it, the absurdity of which 
,ue manifest to all upon the mere statement of them!

Foi instance, it is the generally accepted theory that only 
the hod\ dies— that the soul, the real, intelligent person or 
being, does not die, but merely is libeiated to a higher con­
dition of life the moment the body dies. Now, if we apply 
this theory to mu Lord's death and resurrection how absurd 
it appeals and how absurd all the various theories would be 
tliat ,11 e limit upon it- (1) If merely our Lord’s body died, 
and ll oui land himself were leleased theieby and became 
ii'stanth nioie ali\e than ever before, wherein would be the 
ions|stenc\ of the i laim that without his resurrection he had 
pei lAied. and all hopes built upon him and his work had per- 
i-hed'' It would be unreasonable to make such statements 
it the pi onuses assumed wei e correct. (2 ) It is the claim 
ol the nia p>i lty of Chiistiaii people that our Lord Jesus was 
the lie i \ e 111 \ latliei. Jehovah, and that he merely assumed 
to he and took the title of the Son when in reality he was as 
in in h the Fatlioi a- he was the Son—that he w-as really 
both

’I ho-e who hold this \ iew are toiced thereby to suppose 
that the laud hne-elt novel died else the univeise would have 
11*'eii without a M i-tei toi a time, and to be consistent this 

ri an iini-t needs claim that the whole work of Christ 
le-ai- w is a lane, a pictence. that Jesus really was the 
heuoid\ latliei all the time, and woie a body of flesh just 
is we do i 'Hit ot clothes, that he caused this body of flesh 
to pi aend to pie\ to himself, and pieteml to agonize with 
■ Im g  i i \mgs and tcais to the Father, really himself; that 
i,. nt the bode ot lli'sh go on to the cross and pretend its 
g 11, in-, and its (i\ing. ” .M\ Cod. niv Cod, why hast thou 
' a - 11-en nn that lie let the bodv be bill led. and pretended
i,it the time to lie mu oii'i'ioiis, while really he was experi-
, n.g n it......I tin sc things that appealed, but was as omni-
s, n n' am1 oiuniiioient as cvet. that by and by he revived 
t!,< bod end took up the flesh and bones, etc., into heaven 
as ,,n ( >, i i la-l mg etideme of the deception he had performed 
upon mankind tal mg a bodv of flesh into spilitual condi­
tions „ lieic it would be tot.illy out of place and mappro-
p! i 11 e to t he ml'. 11 'lument

till- t hem i/iiig, so ci iiinion amongst Christian people, 
l- an,mil in the e\ti<inc, tolallv contrniy to the teachings 
ot om Lord's Word, as well as repugnant to ion son and
.....a.....  s,".se Jins illog icl theoi\ i.s built upon and made
i n n - 'n  1>\ two fundamental errnis, first, a failure to see 
the sen-e iii winch the Fatliei and the Son are one—that they 
aie i"a one m poison, but is harmony, in spirit, in will, as 
the gloufied chinch also must eventually be one with the 
Fnthei and with the Son, as our Lord’s own lips declared, 
'That they all might be one; as thou. Father, art in me, and 
1 m thee, that they also may be one in us.” Secondly, the

the first-fruits of them that slept"— 1 Cor. 15.2(1.
theory that the dead are not dead, but more alive than ever 
before. Can any one dispute that if the dead aie not dead 
there are no dead ones, and to speak of a lesurrection of 
dead ones would be an absurdity ?

But when we take the Scriptural account the whole suli- 
P'ct becomes clear and plain. Jesus was the honored Son 
of God—“ the only begotten of the Father”— “ tile beginning 
of the creation of God.’’ To him had been given, while he 
was in glory with the Father, the privilege of becoming 
man's Redeemer, and lie had accepted the service gladly» “ for 
the joy that was set before him,” he left the condition of 
glory, was made flesh, endured the cioss, despising the shame, 
and ultimately received the exaltation to the divine nature, 
and joint-heirship through his resurrection. The taking of 
human nature was necessary, because it was a man that had 
sinned, and as by a man came death, by a man also mu-t 
the lesurrection of the dead be secured. (1 Cor. 15 21) 
Only the sacrifice of a perfect life could ledeem the oiigmal 
sinner, Adam, and his children, who shared his penalty. This 
was the necessity toi our Lord’s eaithlv existence and foi 
his death, as the Apostle explains.—Ileb. 2-14.

HE POURED OUT HIS SOUL UNTO DEATH
I sa ia h  53:12.

Those who claim that our Lord himself did not die, but 
that merely his flesh died, are totally unable to answer m 
harmonize the Sciiptural decimations on this sublet, which 
are most pointedly to the effect that "lie poured out Ins soul 
unto death;” “ he made his soul an offeiing for sin.” It was 
Adam’s soul (being, existence) that came under the sentence 
of death through disobedience. It was not meielv a sin ol 
his body, but, as the Sciiptmes declaie, “ The soul that sin- 
netli, it shall die.” It was Adam’s soul that needed to be 
redeemed, and not meiely his body, because if the soul wxie 
ladeemed God could give it a new body as it pleased him. 
God’s pioposition is not to give back, atom for atom, the 
same bodies that moulder into dust. On the contrary, it 
matters little what becomes of these mortal bodies, for it 
was not these that were redeemed, noi these that are to be 
restored. It was the soul that needed redemption; it wa« 
the soul that w-as redeemed; it was the soul ot our land Je~us 
that was given as a ransom price for the soul of Adam; and 
the iesult is that the souls of Adam and his posteiity aie 
all guaranteed a resurrection.

This cential thought of the iesuilection is wholly over­
looked by Clnistian people in general, who leave the sou! out 
of the question,—out of redemption and out of the lesurrct- 
tion, whcieas it is the all-important It is because the Apos 
tie Paul recognized this matter so clearly that he stated him 
self so positively on this suluect m his great chapter on the 
resurrection. 1 ( 'oi inthians 15 He recognized that it was 
Christ’s soul that died—that his veiy existence had ceased in 
death, that not meiely his bodv, but himself, was absolutely 
(iead three days, and this is our Lord’s own statement, “ I 
am he that liveth and was dead.” lie does not say, I am 
lie who lived always and who novel died, but whose body 
died for the bnef space of a few houis. It was because 
Christ’s soul (being) was dead that the Apostle could de- 
claie that unless his soul, being, were made alive again In a 
resurrection there could be no hope in him as a Savior and 
a Lifegiver—there could be no hope of his ever exalting his 
chinch to joint-heirship with him in his kingdom nor of his 
and their blessing all the families of the earth during a Mil­
lennial reign of righteousness— if he were dead, extinct, it lie 
had not risen from the dead.

“HE THAT LIVETH AND WAS DEAD”
L uke 24; 1-12.— A p r il  7. 

become
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The Apostle Peter also marks this point well, tint it was 
the soul of Christ that was dead—that went to hades, the 
«iau', the state or condition of death Note how the Apos­
tle Peter, on the day of Pentecost, quoted from the inspired 
Prophet David, the words, “Thou wilt not leave my soul in 
hell [Heb. sheol, Gr., hades, English, the state or condition 
of death].” Peter informs us that the prophet spoke not of 
his own soul, but of Christ’s soul, that it was not left in 
hades—that, on the contrary, it was raised up from the dead 
on the third day, (Acts 2:27, 30-33) Whoever sees that 
it was our Lord’s soul that went into the state of death can 
see abundant evidence for all the stress which the apostles in 
their writings lay upon the fact of his resurrection. If 
Christ be risen it is an evidence of divine favor, and divine 
favor is an evidence of his perfection— tnat he did the work 
of sacrifice which he undertook, and in a manner acceptable 
to the Father; and these things being true, it follows that 
his exaltation to the Father’s right hand of power means that 
we have in this a full assurance of faith that all the exceed­
ing great and precious promises of God to the world and to 
the church, centered in him, shall have r. fulfillment in due 
time.

As an illustration of the confusion which generally pre­
vails on this subject by reason of false premises above criti­
cised, note the following statement by a leading commentator, 
discussing this subject, and published widely in comments on 
this lesson. He says: “ The resurrection of Jesus is the 
crowning proof that he is the Son of God. If he could not 
conquer death and come back from heaven he could not prove 
that at first he came from heaven!”  Such is the ridiculous 
position into which ordinarily intelligent men are led through 
building upon false theories.

The Scriptures nowhere intimate that our Lord Jesus did 
or could raise himself from the dead. If it were merely his 
body that had died, and if lie were more alive than ever, of 
course he could just as easily quicken his own body that had 
died as he could quicken the body of Lazarus, and it be no 
moie of a miracle, and no more of a proof. But if, as the 
Scriptures declare, it was his soul that died then he was 
wholly dead, and could have no power whatever to resuscitate 
himself. To this the Scriptures agree, declaring in sq, many 
words that “ God the Father raised him from the dead.” 
(Gal 1:1) Nor is this an exceptional statement of the mat­
ter. It is the united testimony of the Scriptures, in proof 
of which note the following: Acts 2:24, 32, 3:15; 4:10;
10:40; 13 30, 34; 17:31; Rom. 4:24; 8:11; 1 Cor. 6:14: 
15:15; 2 Cor. 4:14; Eph. 1:20; Col. 2 :12; 1 Thess. 1:10; 
Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 1:21.

Our Lord’s figurative statement, “ Destroy this Temple 
and in three days I will raise it up,” is not to be understood 
as in conflict with the above literal testimony. “ He spake of 
the temple of his body”—“ which temple ye are”—the church. 
(John 2:21; 1 Cor. 3:16) Our Lord was living in the end 
of the fifth (thousand year) day, and on the seventh (thou­
sand-year) day “ early in the morning,” the church, which is 
his body, is to be delivered by him from the power of death, 
and thus be made sharer in “ his resurrection”—the first res­
urrection.—Phil. 3:10; Rev. 20:4, 5.

Neither are we to understand our Lord’s words. “ I have 
power to lay down my life and I have power to take it again” 
(John 10:18), as meaning that he could have any power what­
ever during the interim of death. Rather, we are to under­
stand this in harmony with the many plain statements of the 
apostles under the inspiration of the holy Spirit, to mean 
that our Lord had authority or commission from the Father 
to make the declaration that tho he would lay down his life 
he would receive it again—this authority, assurance to this 
clfcct. I have received it from my Fathei. So understood, 
the whole matter is clear. So understood, the doctrine of the 
resurrection becomes next in importance to the doctrine of 
the ransom, and really a part and parcel of it; for as we have 
already seen, for our Lord to have died and not to have risen 
from the dead would have meant no hope for those whom he 
had promised to deliver, and whom the Father had promised 
he should have authority to deliver from the power of death 
by a resurrection through judgments.—John 5:28-30.
“ IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE THAT HE SHOULD BE HOLDEN OF 

DEATH” — ACTS 2:24
It was not possible, because he had kept the divine law 

perfectly, and thus, according to divine arrangement and prom­
ise, he had accomplished two things: (1) The giving of the 
ransom price for the human family: (2 ) the attestation of 
his own fidelity and his worthiness of high exaltation to the 
divine nature and glory— “ that all men should honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father” (John 5-23) The same jus­

tice winch had operated for four thousand years against Adam 
and his race because of transgression was now operative on 
behalf of Jesus for his deliverance from death, into which he 
had voluntarily gone as man’s redemption price. When we 
come to see matters from the divine standpoint and arrange­
ment we can well rejoice that the Father’s character is un­
changeable, and our Lord’s resurrection becomes an evidence, 
or, as the Apostle says, an “ assurance,” of the carrying out of 
every feature of the divine plan, all of which centered in him 
and was made dependent upon his faithfulness evpn unto 
death, even the death of the cioss (Acts 17:31) Now we 
know that he is the antitypical seed of Abraham, approved of 
God, through whom all the families of the eaith are to be 
blessed. Now we know that the church of this Gospel age is 
called to be the bride, the Lamb’s wife, just as Rebecca was 
called to be the wife of the typical Isaac, and to be his joint- 
heir in the kingdom and joint-participator with him in the 
carrying out of the promises and oath of God made to Abra­
ham. “ If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed and 
heirs according to the promise” —that in this seed all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.— Gal. 3:29.

Coming to the narrative of our Lord’s resurrection from 
the standpoint above set forth, realizing that all of our hopes 
of life eternal are dependent upon it, we come to it with much 
more and much deeper interest than we could approach it 
from any other standpoint or theory. And we are to remem­
ber that the disciples and followers of Jesus were Jews, and 
that the heathen philosophies had not yet made great inroads 
upon the people, to mislead them into thinking that the dead 
were not dead. As a people they believed the dead were 
dead, and placed their hopes in a resurrection. Thus it was 
when Jesus comforted Martha and Mary respecting their 
brother; he said not to them, Your brother is alive, but, 
“ Thy brother shall rise again,” clearly implying that he was 
not alive then in any sense of the word. Their answer was 
in accord with this: “ I know that he shall rise again at the 
last day”—in the end of this age, in the great Millennial age 
of resurrection, lasting a thousand years. But Jesus, being 
the one who possesses the resurrection power, even then sus­
pended temporarily the power of death, restoring Lazarus 
again, and thus illustrating the resurrection power which will 
be used in much fuller measure and degree, and generally, 
when the due time shall come, and “ all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice and come forth.”

Similar were the views on this subject held by the apos­
tles and others. They believed that whether or not Jesus 
was the Messiah, as they previously supposed, but as had 
seemed to be disproved by his ignominious death at the hands 
of his enemies, nevertheless he was a holy man, and they 
trusted that in due time under the divine arrangement, ac­
cording to the promise to Abraham, he, as well as all the 
dead, would rise again. Great must have been their surprise 
when they learned through the angel messenger who sat at 
the tomb that the Lord was risen, was no longer dead.

The women, whose office it was to complete the work of 
embalming the body of Jesus, went very early in the morning 
of the first day of the week, “while it was yet dark,”  to 
perform their loving service. Our Lord was crucified on Fri­
day, the sixth day of the week, and buried probably about four 
o’clock. This left no opportunity to complete the embalming 
arrangements, because, as Jews under the law, they were 
obliged to keep the seventh day (Saturday) as a rest day, and 
in it do no work of any kind: but the seventh day closed at 
sundown, and we may presume that immediately the prepara­
tion of spices began, and that all arrangements were com­
pleted, and that they were on their way to the sepulchre as 
early as possible. We may assume that it was not the custom 
to embalm all the dead. Evidently Lazarus had not been so 
embalmed in death. (John 11:30) And since the embalming 
process was only partly perfected on the evening of the burial, 
the women were in haste, as soon as the Sabbath was over, to 
complete their service, not realizing how unnecessary were 
their labors— not thinking for a moment of the Lord’s resurrec­
tion. No doubt it was in order to better inculcate this lesson, 
and to prepare them for seeing Jesus, that the angels appeared 
and drew their attention to the fact that Jesus had foretold 
his crucifixion, and also his resurrection on the third day.

Infidelity has objected that the accounts of our Lord’s 
resurrection given by the four Evangelists are not exactly 
alike; but we answer that this is another evidence that there 
was no collusion amongst the apostles in respect to their 
statements of the Lord’s words and doings, and these subse­
quent scenes. Theii testimony, therefme. should be considered 
really stronger than if they had word for word declared the
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same thin". The fact is that each tells the story from his 
own standpoint, and, like any matter, it may be viewed from 
different standpoints, and the facts, related in somewhat 
different language and order, need not be understood to con­
flict. Rather, we are to understand that all the various 
things declared took place, and to do our best to find the 
order in which they occurred.

Nor is it unusual to find differences of opinion respect­
ing many things in the testimonies of unimpeachable wit­
nesses for instance, there is a dispute to this day as to what 
hour the battle of Waterloo occurred, altlio tens of thousands 
of men took part in it. “ Two armies beheld the battle of 
Wat eiloo, but who can tell when it, began? At ten o’clock, 
'■aid the Puke of Wellington. At half past eleven, said Gen­
eral A'ava, who rode beside him. At twelve, according to 
Napoleon and Druet; and at one, according to General Ney.” 
We do not think of impeaching the credibility of any of these 
nitnc'^c- Ratliei, wo aie to suppose that they all may have 
been cnncct in that the battle began in some places sooner 
than m others. Some would regard the battle as beginning 
with the first skirmish, and others probably ignore those 
skiiniishes and speak of the time when the armies fully met 
in the clash of battle. We are to use similar reasonable 
lodgment in consnleiing the testimony of such unimpeach­
able witnesses as were the apostles—men who not only haz­
arded their li\es, but sacrificed all of their earthly interests 
in the service of linn whom they declare to us arose from the 
dead on the third day.

We might renin ik incidentally that the terms, “ on the 
third day,” and three days and nights, according to Jewish 
usage, would properly be applied to portions of three twenty- 
four-hour periods, and did not imply three full days and three 
nights. That the Apostles so understood their own words is 
evident, for they made no effort to harmonize the statements, 
as they surely would have done had there been any conflict 
bet wc<n them Some cai nest people puling to realize this 
fully. ha\ e wntten books endea\ 01 mg to piove that our Lord 
was crucified on Thuisday afternoon, but they seemingly 
overlook the fact that even then they could not count three 
full days and three full nights, and that unless they accepted 
the view that a part of three days is w>>at is meant they 
would be forced to suppose that our Lord was ciucified on 
Wednesday afternoon, in order to have the three full days, 
and ill that event it would not be true that our Lord arose 
“on the third day,” but on the fourth day. Furthermore, 
unless it be conceded that our Lord was crucified on Friday, 
the sixth day, too late to complete the emblaming, which 
would be hindered by the seventh day, no excuse could be 
found for the women coining early on the first day of the 
week with the spiees to complete the embalming. If our 
Lord had been crucified on Thursday afternoon there would 
have been all day Friday in which they could have completed 
the work of embalming.

I)r. Abbott points out that the Christian observance of 
Sunday is of itself a strong testimony in support of our 
Lord’s resurrection. He says: “ A singular and significant 
testimony to the truth of the resurrection is afforded by the 
change in the Sabbath day. It was changed, not by any ex­
press command in the New Testament, but by the almost uni­
versal consent of the church, which could not endure to ob­
serve as a day of joy and gladness that on which Christ lay 
in the tomb, nor forbear to mark as a weekly festival that on 
which he arose.”

"T H E  FIEST-FBUITS OF THEM THAT SLEPT"
Our Golden Text calls attention to the fact that our Lord 

in his resurrection became the first-fruits of them that slept 
—the first-born from the dead. After God gave the promise 
to Abraham that in his seed all the families of the earth 
should be blessed, it was the custom of Israelites to speak 
of their dead as not dead, not extinct, but as asleep— wait­
ing for resuscitation, resurrection. They realized that such 
a resurrection was unquestionably implied, tho not actuaUy 
stated, in the promise made to Abraham. For how could all 
the families of the earth be blessed until the ransom price 
was paid, a resurrection provided for, that the curse of death 
might be rolled back from off the race? Again, as our Lord 
declares, the intention of God to resurrect the dead was 
shown in his declaration to Moses at the bush, that he was 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, etc., for if they were 
dead, extinct, without hope of a resurrection, God would 
never speak of them in this manner. (Mark 12:20, 27) Israel 
in general, therefore, had come to speak of the dead as asleep, 
waiting for Messiah and the work that he should do, which 
would culminate in resurrection, hence the common use of the 
words sleep and slept in the Old Testament when lefernng 
to the deceased. The Apostle informs us that some endured 
torture for their faithfulness to the Lcrd, in hope of a better 
resurrection— a more favorable condition, when ihe resurrec­
tion time should come.—Heb. 11:35.

Our Lord al-o used this expression “ sleep." m lC'peet to 
the dead, deelainig that Lazaius slept, and that he went to 
awaken him out of sleep. (John 11:11) Practically the 
whole world of mankind has gone down into this sleep, and 
it is called a sleep, instead of being called death, extinction, 
because in the divine plan, through the redemption, a provi­
sion has been made that “ all that are in their graves shall 
come forth" at the wrord of their Redeemer, in the morning 
of the Millennial age. The “ little flock” of “ overcomers” who 
pass their judgment or trial now satisfactorily, come forth to 
life and joint-heirship in the kingdom; the great mass of 
mankind, blinded by the adversary, to a greater or less ex­
tent. will come forth, subsequently, to enlightenment—when 
Satan shall be bound, to deceive them no more,—that they 
may have an opportunity of coming into harmony with God 
and forming characters in accord with the laws of his king­
dom, and so doing that they may have life everlasting.

Our Lord wTas the first-fruits of them that slept—none 
preceded him; hence the awakening of Lazarus and of the 
daughter of Jairus and the son of the widow of Nain were not 
full and complete resurrections Had they been such our 
Lord's resurrection would not have been the first—he would 
not have been “ the first-born from the dead.”  His being 
born from the dead signifies that he was lifted fully and com* 
pletely out of death conditions to the perfection of life, which 
was not the case with the others—they were merely awak­
ened and left in the dead state with the remainder of the 
human family. The church of Christ, his body, is to share 
with him in “ his resurrection,” “ the first resurrection,” a 
complete and instantaneous lifting out of the state of death 
into the perfection and completeness of glory, honor and im­
mortality, wrhich God has provided for them who follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus, his joint-heirs. These are all called 
the “ first-fruits unto God of his creatures.”  (James 1:18) 
The after-fruits of God’s great plan will be developed during 
the Millennial age, yet there shall not enter into the ap­
proved condition any who will not use the means then within 
their grasp.

“BEHOLD, I AM ALIVE FOREVERMORE”
J ohn 20:11-18.— A pril  14.

Not only was it necessary that Christ should rise from the 
dead and become alive forevermore in order to accomplish the 
great work planned of God and foretold in the prophets, and 
secured by his own sacrifice, but it was necessary also that 
indubitable proofs of his resurrection should be given to his 
disciples, for themselves and for us through them. The neces­
sity for this lay in the fact that in the divine plan this Gos­
pel age was marked out to be a faith age— for the selection 
of a special little flock, able, like father Abraham, to walk 
by faith and not by sight. But faith, m order to be faith, 
and not merely credulity, must needs have some reasonable 
foundation upon which to build its superstructure; and it was 
to provide this foundation for faith that our Lord remained 
with his followers for forty days after his resurrection, be­
fore ascending to the Father—as the Evangelist declares, 
“ He showed himself alive after his passion by many infallible

proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the 
things pertaining to the kingdom of God.”—Acts 1:3.

The disciples realized that great events were transpiring, 
tho how great and momentous was their character, they but 
slightly comprehended. They knew that their hopes as re­
spects an earthly kingdom, and their Master as an earthly 
Lord, had failed. They had vague, indefinite hope that all 
that he had said to them would in some manner have a ful­
filment, but how or when or where, was beyond their concep­
tion. They knew not that a change of dispensation was oc­
curring;— that the rejection of Israel after the flesh, and the 
calling of a new Israel after the spirit, was commenced; and 
that they themselves were amongst the first thus privileged 
to pass from the relationship of servants of God to that of 
80 ns.— John 1:12:

As yet they knew nothing about spiritual things, not hav-
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ing been begotten of the holy Spirit to sonship and the knowl­
edge of things to come, Jesus not yet having been glorified, 
and it being impossible for the holy Spirit of adoption to 
come upon them until after his sacrifice for sins had been 
presented in the Most Holy, and accepted of the Father. They 
knew not that the new kingdom was to be a spiritual one, 
and that Christ, its Head, must pass from fleshly conditions 
to spiritual conditions in this resurrection, even as he had 
foretold, saying, “ Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God.”  They had much to learn, hut they had a great 
Teacher, and, as we shall see, his arrangements for their in­
struction were specially adapted to their conditions as nat­
ural men, to give them such foundation of knowledge and ex­
perience as would subsequently be helpful to them when they 
should be begotten of the holy Spirit at Pentecost.

The Apostle informs us that Christ was “ put to death 
m flesh and quickened (made alive) in spirit” (we give a 
literal translation). The Apostle’s words being true, those 
who declare that our Lord arose from the dead a fleshly be­
ing at the time of his ascension are grossly in error. Indeed, 
it is evident that they have misconceived the entire subject 
of the atonement, for if our Lord, as the man Christ Jesus, 
ga\e himself a ransom, he could not be restored to manhood 
m a resumption, without annulling the ransom—taking back 
the price he had paid for our sins. The Scriptural thought 
is that as man had sinned, and been sentenced to death, it 
was necessaiy that the Redeemer should become a man and 
should give hi* manhood as the ransom price for Adam and 
his lace, and the Scriptural declaration is not that this ran­
som price was taken back, but that God raised him from the 
dead a new creature of a new natuie,—not in flesh, not in 
human nature, but in spirit, a spirit being.— 1 Pet. 3:18.

The Apostle Paul agrees with Peter's testimony That Jesus 
was quickened in spirit, saying that Jesus was “ declared to 
be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holi­
ness. by the resurrection from the dead” (Rom. 1 :4 ) ; and 
again, the same Apostle, desciibing the first resurrection, in 
1 Cor. 15-42-45, says: "Thus also is the resurrection of the
dead: it is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption; 
it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural [ani­
mal] body, it is raised a spiritual body.” The Apostle else­
where declares that the church’s highest ambition is to be a 
partaker in this first resurrection, which he denominates “ his 
resurrection.-’ the Christ-resurrection, the resurrection to 
spmt conditions, which came first to our Lord Jesus, and in 
which all of his body, his bride, is to have a share.—Phil. 3: 
10: Rev. 20.0.

There can be no question that the Apostle, in this descrip­
tion of the first resurrection, means us to understand his 
words just as they read— whoever interpolates and adds to 
the Word of God, and declares that it was sown a natural 
(animal) body and raised a natural (animal) body, and sub­
sequently changed to a spiritual body, wrests the Scriptures 
to his own injury, to the darkening of his own understand­
ing of the divine plan. In the same connection the Apostle 
declares that that body which thou sowest is not quickened, 
but in the resurrection God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased him, to every seed his own body— in the resurrection, 
not utter it. (1 Cor. 15:35-38) If the church belongs to 
the spiritual seed, to which is to be given the spiritual body 
in the resurrection, then unquestionably the Lord Jesus, the 
Head of the church, belongs to the same spiritual seed, and 
accordingly God gave him a spiritual body in his resurrec­
tion. Likewise, in a succeeding verse, the Apostle declares 
that our Lord at his resurrection became the second Adam, 
and then contrasting this second Adam with the first, he says, 
“The first man Adam was made a living soul [an animal or 
earthly being]; the last Adam was made a quickening [life- 
giving] spirit [being].” — 1 Cor. 15:38-45.

The lesson to be learned by the Lord’s immediate follow­
ers would necessarily be much more difficult to them than to 
us; because we have been begotten of the holy Spirit, and are 
thereby enabled to appreciate spiritual things. To meet the 
exigency it was necessary that our Lord, the spirit being, 
should be present with them for forty days,— invisible, as 
spirit beings are always invisible to men, unless through the 
operation of a miracle. It was necessary for them to know 
of his resurrection in order that they should have faith in 
his message, and act accordingly, as he desired; yet, had he 
appeared to them in the glory of his spirit being, opening 
their eyes to see the supernatural splendor as he showed him­
self in vision to John on the isle of Patmos, his face as 
lightning, his arms and his feet shining like molten brass

IV—t

in the furnace—the effect would have been to terrorize them, 
and their natural minds would have been unable to link such 
manifestations with their Lord, recently crucified; neither 
would he have had opportunity, under such conditions, to 
have given them instructions, for they could not have re­
ceived them by reason of terror.

It was necessary, therefore, that our Lord, a spirit being, 
should manifest himself, as he had in the long past mani­
fested himself to Abraham and Sarah, and as angels, under 
divine commission, had done on sundry occasions—as a man. 
(Gen. 18:1) He must lead their minds step by step, and 
their thoughts link by link, from the cross and the tomb to 
an appreciation of his present exaltation as a spirit being, 
respecting which he himself explained to them, contrasting 
it with his previous condition, “ All power in heaven and in 
earth is given unto me.” And this leading of their minds 
must be such as would gradually force upon them the con­
viction that he was “ changed,”  that he was no longer a man, 
and no longer subject to human conditions, as before his 
death. Having this thought in mind, we will have no diffi­
culty whatever in seeing how our Lord inculcated these in­
structions during the forty days in his various interviews 
with his followers.

Mary Magdalene was honored in being the first to whom 
our Lord revealed himself. Scholars are generally coming 
to the opinion that it is a mistake to suppose that Mary 
Magdalene had ever been an unchaste woman—a mistake to 
identify her with the woman in Galilee in the bouse of the 
Pharisee, who washed our Lord’s feet with her tears and 
dried them with her hair, and of whom the account says, 
“ She was a sinner.”  The name Magdalene is now supposed 
to signify that this Mary was of or from Magdala, a town 
on the sea of Galilee. However, according to the Scriptural 
account, Mary Magdalene was a miracle of grace, for it is 
distinctly stated (Luke 8 :2 ) that she had been oliessed of 
evil spirits, seven of them, whom the Lord cast out. Many 
think that she was a woman of wealth, and the evidences are 
that she greatly appreciated her benefactor, and esteemed it 
a privilege to follow him whithersoever lie went. Not only 
had she come from Galilee to Judea, but she was near the 
cross at the time of his death, and the first at the tomb on 
the morning of the resurrection— “ while it was yet dark.” 
Such love and devotion commend themselves to every sincere 
heart, and are surely worthy of emulation on the part of 
those who receive at the Lord’s hands spiritual favors, for­
giveness, reconciliation, the spirit of a sound mind, new 
hopes and aspirations, etc.

To harmonize the various accounts we must suppose that 
the women charged with the work of embalming our Lord’s 
body lived in various parts of the city, and did not all ar­
rive at the same hour. Mary Magdalene arrived first, and find­
ing the tomb empty hastened and first found Peter and after­
ward John, both of whom at once ran to the sepulchre, Mary 
probably returning more slowly to the same place, arriving 
there after they and the other women had gone. It was at 
this second visit that the Lord revealed himself to her. She 
had been weeping and then stooped down in order to see 
through the low doorway, as tho to reassure herself that it 
was empty, and then saw for the first time two angels in 
white, who inquired respecting her sorrow. The angels had 
doubtless been there when she was there before, but she had 
not seen them, because not of their choosing to “appear:” 
indeed, the Scriptures assure us, saying, “ Are they not all 
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to those who shall 
be heirs of salvation” ? And again, “ The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.”

Doubtless holy angels had in charge not only our Lord’s 
body, but also the interests of his bereaved followers; and 
now, and on other occasions, some of these appeared— ap­
peared, because they could not be seen without appearing, 
without a miracle— appeared as “young men,” tho they were 
not men, but angels; not flesh, but spirit beings—assuming 
fleshly bodies for a time, that they might render the service 
necessary. In Luke 24:4 these same angels appearing as 
men are said to have been clothed in shining garments— so 
that they might not be understood to be men, but might at 
once be recognized as heavenly messengers. On the contrary, 
when our risen Lord as a “ quickening spirit”  similarly “ ap­
peared”  in the flesh, in order to come closer to his followers, 
he did not appear in shining garments, but in ordinary ap­
parel, assumed for the purpose, and in order that he might 
have the better opportunity for giving the instructions which 
his followers needed.
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The ^ouls of the angel' to Maiy would be calculated to 
a—.uaae bei grief, for they manifested no grief, and by their 
question implied that ‘die had no giound for it. At this 
imiituie something drew Clary's attention, and turning 
,u (Hind she discovered another person near her, evidently in 
ordinary gaiments, whom 'lie presumed to be a servant of 
Toseph of Arimatben, the owner of the garden—his gardener, 
■sin' considered herself a trespasser to some extent, and as­
suming that our Lord’s bodv was not wanted longer in the 
uch man’s tomh she inquired where he had been taken, that 
'he might take the proper steps to care for his reinterment, 
lhen Jc'iis (for it was he who had “ appeared” in the form 
of a nrai dimer) spoke her name- "M ary!” At once she rec­
ognised the \oice, and eiying, “ Master, Teacher!” she fell at 
h i' feet, grasping them as tho fearful that somehow, if she 
let go. she might never get the opportunity of touching his 
blessed person again. Our Loid’s words to her “ Touch me 
not, but go tell my bretlnen.” would rnoie propeily be trans­
lated. Cling not to me, etc.— for 1 have not yet ascended to 
my Father. 1 will be here a while yet, before I ascend, but 
your gie.it oppoitunity for clinging to mo and trusting in 
me will be after I have presented to the Father, and he has 
accepted, the gieat atonement foi sins which I have just ac­
complished at Caliaiy. Mary’s touch could do our Lord no 
hai m, foi others touched him subsequently, as the record 
shows, but oui J.ord would lead Mary’s mind away from a 
meio clinging in the llesh,—to the higher relationship and 
intimacy of heait and of spirit, which would now be pos­
sible. not only for her. but for all his followers, not only 
then but oxer since In a spiritual way, the Lord’s people 
may be exhoited not only to “ look unto Jesus,”  the Author 
ami Finisher of oui faith, but also to “ cling to Jesus,” and 
by faith to place our hands in his that he may lead us all 
through our pilgrim journey, in the narow way until he shall 
bung us to himself, when we, like him, shall be changed, in a 
moment, in a twinkling of an eye and be like him, spirit be­
ings and see him as he i s ,—not as he was, before his resur- 
i eetion. nor as he “ appeared” during the forty days after it. 
— 1 John 3-2.

Our Lord gave M.uy a message, a service to perform, 
and so it is with all who love the Lord and seek him and

find him: they- aie not to merely enjoy him selfishly, but are 
given a commission in his service for the brethren. This 
seems as true today as ever. And by the way, this is the 
second instance in which our Lord ever addressed his dis­
ciples as “ brethren.” wdth all that word implies of fellow­
ship and of all being children of the one Father. (Matt. 
12:48) Now he emphasized this relationship by referring 
to the Father as his Father, and their Father, his God and 
their God. How- close this brings our Lord to us in fellow- 
ship and relationship, not by pulling him down, but by realiz­
ing him as highly exalted, far above angels, principalities 
and powers, and every name that is named; it lifts us up, 
and by faith enables us to consider ourselves, as the Lord 
considers us, “ brethren,”  prospective joint-heirs with him, 
who by and by shall be like him, our elder brother, sharing, 
through liis grace and assistance, in his resurrection, and par­
ticipating as joint-lieirs in his “kingdom”— if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may- be also glorified together.”— 
Rom. 8:17.

Mary departed with her glad message and was umloubt 
edlv much happier in the delivery of it than if she had been 
permitted to remain clinging to the Lord; enjoying her 
knowledge somewhat selfishly. To find her Lord alive when 
she had supposed him dead meant to Mary a jov such as the 
Apostle Peter expressed when he said, “ Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Chiist, which, according to his 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” We may 
well suppose from our own experience in such matters, that 
every time Mary told the good tidings to others and made their 
hearts rejoice also, it biought her a fresh increase of ]oy. 
The Master similarly sends all who lccognize him as “ he that 
liveth and was dead, and is alive forevei more,” to go forth 
and tel] others of the glorious fact that we have a living 
Savior, w'hose love and interest extends to evciy interest 
and affair of our lives, and who not only is full of sympathy 
and compassion, but is able also to succor those who are 
tempted, who are in tiial, who are in distress of any kind; 
— one who is able to bring us off conquerors, to give us 
strength to endure hardness, and who by and by will leceive 
to himself all the faithful.

BISHOP RYLE’S MILLENNIAL CREED
"First. I believe that the world will never be completely 

converted to Christianity, by any existing agency, before the 
end of this dispensation. In spite of all that can be done 
by ministers, members and churches, the wheat and the tares 
will grow together until the harvest; and when the end 
comes, it will find the earth in much the same state that it 
was when the flood came in the days of Noah.— Matt. 13:24- 
30; Luke 17 • 20-3(1; Matt. 24:37-47.

“ Second. 1 believe that the wide spread unbelief, indif­
ference, formalism and wickedness which are to be seen 
throughout Christendom, are only what we are taught to ex­
pect in God’s Word. Troublous times, departures from the 
faith, evil men waxing woise and worse, love waxing cold, 
are things distinctly predicted. So far from making me doubt 
the truth of Christianity, they help to confirm my faith. 
Melancholy and sorrowful as the sight is, if I did not see it 
I should think the Bible was not true.—Matt. 24:12; 2 Tim. 
3-1-fi, 13.

■ Thiul. 1 believe that the grand purpose of the present 
di'pensation is to gather out of the world an elect people, 
and not to eonveit all mankind. It does not surprise me at 
ill to hear that the heathen are not all converted when mis- 
-naiaia-' preach, and that believers are but a little flock in 
am i ongi egation in my own land. It is precisely the state 
of thing' 1 expected to find. The Gospel is to be preached 
•for a witness,’ and then shall the end come. This is the dis- 
peii'iition of election, and not of universal conversion.—Acts 
]-> 14-19. Matt. 24:14; Romans 8:20-24, 28, 29.

"Fomth. I believe that the second coming of our Lord 
Jo'ii' C lni't i3 the great event which will wind up the present 
dispensation, and for which we ought daily to long and pray. 
•Tin kingdom come,’ ‘Come, Lord Jesus,’ should be our daily 
prayer. Wc look backward, if we have faith, to Christ dying 
on the rro ", and we ought to look forward, no less, if we 
have hope, to Christ coming again.— John 14:3; 2 Tim. 4 :8; 
1 Biter 3-12; Titus 2:13; 1 Cor. 11:20.

"fifth . I believe that the second coming of our Lord 
Ic'iis Christ is to be a literal, personal coming: that as he went 
away m the clouds of heaven, before the eyes of his disciples,

so, in like manner, will lie return.—Acts 1-11, 1 Tliess. 4- 
14-18.

[As his going was known only to his faithful followers, 
so only such will have the eye of faith and that enlighten­
ment which will permit them to discern the second presence 
of the Lord, while all others will continue about the ordinary 
vocations of life, ignorant of the fact that they are living 
“ in the days of the Son of man,”— eating, drinking, planting, 
building, and knowing not of his parousia, his presence. 
Then, too, he went away quietly, unostentatiously, as well as 
unknown to the world, and the manner of his coming will be 
similar—he shall come in like manner. “ Now the Lord is 
that Spirit,”  and tho we, the church, shall see him, it will he 
“ as he is,”  and not as he was. At first we will see him with 
the eye of faith through the prophetic word of promise only, 
but the promise is that we also in due time shall be 
“ changed”—to spirit beings. Then “ we shall see him as he 
is; for we shall be like him.” (1 John 3 : 2 ) — Editor.]

“ Sixth. I believe that, after our Lord Jesus Christ comes 
again, the earth will be renewed and the curse removed; the 
devil shall be bound, the godly shall be rewarded, the wicked 
shall be punished, and that before he comes there shall be 
neither resurrection, judgment or Millennium; and that not 
till after he comes shall the earth be filled with the knowl­
edge of the glory of the Lord.— Acts 3:20-20; Isa. 25:6-9; 
Rev. 1:5-8; 20:1-6: Isa. 65:17 to end.

“ Seventh. I believe that the Jews shall ultimately be 
regathered, as a separate nation, restored to their own land, 
and converted to the faith of Christ.— Jer 3:10, 11; 13:10; 
Rom. 11:25, 26; 2 Cor. 3:15, 16.

“ Eighth. I believe that the literal sense of the Old Testa­
ment prophecies has been far too much neglected in the pres­
ent day, and far too much neglected by the churches; and 
that, under the mistaken system of spiritualizing and accom­
modating Bible language, Christians have too often com­
pletely missed the meaning.—Luke 24:25, 26.

“ I believe, finally, that it is for the safety, happiness 
and comfort of all true Christians to expect as little as pos-
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