Marcu 1, 1901

with the Lord, but that it is a sufficient one also for any un-
imtentional blemish or weakness or misstep that may come to
us through our own imperfections or the weaknesses of others,
after we become the Lord’s children. In other words, we are
not only provided with the robe covering all the past, but pro-
vided also in the same sacrifice of Christ with a spot-remover,
and any who through weakness or temptation stumble by the
way and soil their garments are to be restored by the brethren
“in a spirit of meekness, remembering themselves also, lest
they should be tempted.” To restore means to help them to
~ee the spot, and by faith to apply the provided cleansing,
through penitence and prayer. All who are in the right atti-
tude of heart. appreciating the purity of the robe, appreciating
the Bridegroom and his favor, appreciating the great King and
appreciating the honor of being called to the marriage, will be
very careful indeed to guard against spots and wrinkles, and
very careful also that if any should get upon their robes they
should be as quickly as possible removed. This work of mutual
helpfulness on the part of the Lord’s consecrated people is
represented as “the bride making herself ready.”

Those not thus faithful are in a wrong condition, and spot
after spot, wrinkle after wrinkle, coming to their robes, they
become more or less careless, and especially as they see so
many others in a similar condition. These are brought to our
attention in Rev. 7:13-16. We are there shown that they will
not come to the position of being members of spiritual
I-rael, the 144,000, filling up the elect number named after the
twelve tribes. We are shown, however, that their unreadiness
to be of the elect class was because of the spots upon their
robes and the carelessness which this manifested. But the
Lord does not reject them because, passing through manifold
temptations, they have not been properly careful, for in wear-
ing the robe they are still confessing their trust in him, in
the merit of his <acrifice. He therefore provides for them an
experience which will demonstrate to which party they really
belong. He causes them to go through a great time of trouble
in which, if they love sin and unrighteousness, they will suc-
cumb: but if thev love the Lord and love righteousness they
will come off victors eventually through the Lord’s grace, and
be permitted to cleanse their robes with tears and efforts, ete.,
as they <hould have done voluntarily before, spot by spot, as
any blemish was noticed. They do not become members of the
bride class, even when cleansed; they do not sit with Christ
in his throne as will the bride; they do not constitute the
temple. but, on the contrary, they will serve God in his temple
{the church). They will serve before the throne; they will
have palm branches, indicating final victory; but they will
not have crowns, because they were not overcomers, in the
<enwe demanded of all who will be joint-heirs with Christ.

Question.—I read in the TOWER of March 1, 1900, under the
caption, “The Consecrated Home Honored,” your suggestion
respecting responsibilities of a husband and father as the head
of his household. In that article you intimate that those
who do not exercise the office of head of their families have
teason to question whether or not they are overcomers, ete.
The question seems to me a very important one, in view of
the fact that T know a great many of the brethren who seem
to have comparatively little influence or control in their own
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homes. I therefore inquire, To what extent is it reasonable
for us to expect our households to be all consecrated :

Answer.—You have only partly grasped our thought, which
is not that all the members of the family should be conse-
crated to the Lord, but that the home and its conditions should
be of the consecrated kind if the head of that home is conse-
crated, and is exercising the duties and prerogatives of the
head of the house. Even if every member of the family were
out of Christ, and out of sympathy with the religious views
of the husband and father of the family. his kind and loving,
but positive conduct of his house along Scriptural lines should
secure to him such respect from every member of his family
that they would not only not oppose his wishes, but, on the
contrary, would take pleasure in co-operating with them. Thus,
if the Lord himself or oneof the brethren. his representatives,
were to pass that way, and the husband and father of the
family thought to entertain him the properly ordered house-
hold. being under the control of his consecrated mind, would
be one in which all whom he chose to invite would be made
most welcome and heartily entertained. And even if some
dissatisfaction were felt, it would be a crime against the divine
institution of the family to manifest opposition, for the hus-
band and father is the head of the family, as Christ to the
church, says the Apostle—Eph. 5:23, 24, 29, 33

Nothing in this would mean arbitrariness on the part of
the husband and father, but rather that he would wish to
consider, as far as possible, the interests of his home, and to
contribute to the happiness of each member of it. But it
would be his duty, as a child of God, to place the wishes of
the Lord paramount to those of his family, so that he would
be prompt to invite the Lord or his brethren into his home.
as a tribute of his respect and love for the Lord. And in
requesting his family’s co-operation in this matter, he would
know that he was bringing a blessing to them, whether they
appreciated it or not; and that any failure to follow this
course would be giving his family and their wishes precedence
to the Lord and his wishes, a matter not to be considered
for a moment by any “overcomer.” Nevertheless, everything
should be done, not from the standpoint of force and demand,
etc., if possible, but rather from the standpoint of love. Let
the family see your love manifested in all ways, and also know
your firmness in character on every point where principle or
loyalty to the Lord are involved.

Nor do we mean that the wife and family should be im-
posed upon and overworked for the sake of visitors; on the
contrary, their care and comfort are the first care of the hus-
band. The head of the family must be watchful of the inter-
ests of all under his care to such an extent that he should
sacrifice himself, his own comfort and convenience, for their
proper care. But to purchase peace in the home at the ex-
pense of his own manhood would be wrong, and would encour-
age a wrong spirit in those he seeks to guide in the right way.

However, where the right way has not been seen and the
wrong way has become habitual, it would be the part of wis-
dom not to approach the mght too ruthlessly, but very gently;
praying for and seeking to exercise humility, patience, gen-
tleness—to let love, and love only, hold the reins of control.

Vor. XXIIT
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER

NATIONAL PREPARATIONS FOR WAR

We clip the following from a Pittsburgh daily, which shows
that the Hague Peace Conference of 1899 is not taken very
seriously by any of the nations:—

“To carry out the various programmes of naval construe-
tion, as framed by the nations of the world, will requirc an
outlay of five billion dollars. FEngland set the pace several
vears ago, and now many of her great ships are out of date
and out-classed.

"The United States government arranged to spend $60,009,-
000. of which $20,000,000 will be expended in 1901. The cost
of the tools and placeg to repair ships is almost as expensive
as the ships themeelves. The value of ghips is ephemeral. ow-
ing te the constant changes in types.

“England has under construction 17 battleships, &' cruisers,
8 sloops of war and 25 torpedo destroyers, at a total cost of
$133.000.000. Thiz will not complete the fleet, but moves them
forward and completes those ordered under a former appro-
priation.

‘France has provided for a naval construction reaching to
1907, in which a total of 220 vessels are to be built, the outlay
of 1901 being figured at $124,000.000,

“The plans of Germany cover 31 battleships, 32 cruisers
and 80 torpedo hoats. The appropiiation for 1901 is $100.-
000,000. Russia’s expenditures in 1901 is placed at $46,000,-
000 for the heginning of the work on new ships and completing
those under way.

“Povertv-stricken Ttaly will expend $30,000,000 on her navy
in 1901. Japan’s budget for naval equipment in 1901 is $23,-
000 000. Austria. Sweden, Holland and Denmark are preparing
to double their naval expenditures. Verily, the wings of the
angel of peace are not to be spread over the ocean during the
early vears of the new centurv.”

CHRISTENDOM’S FINANCIAL OUTLOOK

Because the great time of anarchistic trouble for which the
Seriptures teach us to look in the near future i< to he the
agency through which the “present evil world [age]” will col-
lapse, and prepare the way for the Millenmal kingdom, there-
fore our interest in the financial sitnation as related to
prophetic fulfilment.

“Money-making,” the accumulation of vast wealth, cannot
under present conditions come from day-labor in cultivating
the <oil or otherwise. Tt comes from the use of machinery,
which today is <o complete and abundant in civilized lands
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that each nation is able to much more than supply its own
demands and must compete for outside business. This is the
meaning of the Chinese trouble—she has hundreds of millions
of people. and Christendom wants their patronage, and in the
name of (1vihization will inwist on having it—even tho it costs
blood and treasure it must be had for the future still more
than for the present.

Truth to tell, the present era of prosperity would have col-
lap~ed a vear ago had 1t not heen for the wars, which came
Ju~t 1n time to prolong the momentum., The Spanish, Philip-
piie Boer and Chinese wars have taken men from the ranks
of labor and helpad in that way; and have drawn money from
the tieasunies of the nations and put it into circulation among
the people as the price of <ervices, provisions. armaments, ete.,

ete —honds takmg the place of money as “eollateral” Note
the above naval expenditures alone, and consider how the
£500.000 000 to he spent this vear is already eiving employ-

ment to miners, coke workers, steel workers, railroad employes,
~hip-builder<, hoiley and engine-builders and gun-makers,

And tlu~ 1< but one item of the woirld’s war expense. For
in~tance m the Umted States Senate one of its most careful
and 1cspon<itble members deelared. *The mulitary budget of
this 1epubhlie for the coming year will he nearty $100.000.000.
It will be nearly twice what any European power is spending.”
Of this amount only one-twentieth is for the navy. as shown
ahove

1f present wars continue, or others hreak ont and necessi-
tate further expenditures and more honde, the “good times”
will Ta<t a while longer, until something occurs to cause dis-
trust then a panie will ensue. which, because of present condi-
tion~, will grind the mas<es as none other ever did:—and then
will come the eollapse which we evpect will spread to every-
body and everything in “Christendom.” Money is now pushing
the lever forward and keeping the people busy, because it is
more than proportionately profited; and when the time comes,
as it must come, when national honds will no lonzer he in
demand. 1t will be the monev-power that will take fright and
reverse the lever and ariest the world's machinery with a jolt
that will «hake the -ocial strueture

Already both Great Britain and Germany have found it
expedient to place their bonds in the United States rather than
at home  Already there are premonitory signs of financial
trouble in Germanyv-—as the result of “over-production.” com-
petition. malnlity to find a market for her products. Already
British manufreturers are <uffering from competition: and
the manufacturers of the United States could do nearly double
their present business if they had the demand for their goods.

We clip the following from the Boston Herald:—

“Germany is feeling <harply <imilar conditions The Berlin
correspondent of a London newspaper says the German mort-
gage banks are m a bad way, which indeed, 1s not news, since
it ha~ been known for some time. The important point is that
the <ituation does not improve. The clectrical industries, the
iron trade and the wool-spinning industry are extremely dull,
the latter heing reported almost ruined. The cities are full of
unemployed people, and the paternal government is busily de-
vieme jublic works and  charitable arrangements for their
relieci There ha< been in late vears an enormous industrial
development in Germany, holstered up, to some extent, by arti-
ficisl means  Naturally this has heen accompanied by an
enormons ~peculative movement.  Should it collapse, the con-
sequence would he a period of hard times, the duration of
which cannot he predicted with any confidence. Germany has
been, asat were intoxicated hv glovy and hone.  All elasses of
the population are puffed up with a <ense of national destiny.
They have appeared to think that nothing could withstand
thent pragress to the cupremaey of the world, Any rude shat-
tering of their dreams would result in corresponding rejection
when ats cignificance was fully realized.  According to all
accounts having semhlance of truthfulness, the present pros-
peet is dark and threateming”

Concerning the condition of things in Russia, the Indus-
tricl Waorld, Odessa, says:—

‘Tt 1~ no ordinary, temporary, fleeting or passing financial
and mdn-trial erisis which Ru-sia faces. Her staple industries
for <ome time have <teadily languiched, from causes various
and deep-rooted, which 1t 15 the government’s duty to inves-
tigate  Monev is daily becoming scarcer. No vear in forty
ha~ opened under blacker auspices. The country is within
measureable distance all around. of an economic collapse.”

[f 1t 1~ thus in the face of such immense national expen-
ditures how will 1t he when these and other great enterprises
are forced to <top hv a great panie? When it will come. no
one can tell, but the Lord’s people who order their affairs
more for the accumulation of heavenlv than of earthly wealth
will he in the more favorable condition (both of head and
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heart) to take their share of whatever may be permitted of
their heavenly Father, and to profit by it. In view of the fore-
going, we would not be surprised 1f wars would continue or
merease, and thus prolong the present “good times” for a
while, and thus financially weaken the nations for their fall.
But we make no predictions, The Master’s advice is always in
order, “Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.”

THE SPIRIT OF LAWLESSNESS PREVALENT

The tendency away from peace toward lawlessness and war
continues to be evidenced on every hand. The passion for
blood and destruction still strives, however, to justify itself
in some “righteous cause;” but the appetite, once whetted,
will some day be careless respecting any claims of justifica-
tion; and then some “good people” will be sorry that they did
not balance their justice more evenly; that they helped un-
chain the tiger, that les dormant, but not dead, in every
fallen human being.

The war against the Boers—to compel them to give the
elective franchise to a few hundred foreigners, “wtlanders,”
has not only cost thousands of lives and million~ of money,
but has given thoucands a taste of blood and fire, of reck-
lessness of life and property which will prepare them for the
coming scenes of anarchy at home. The same is true of the
American soldiers in the Philippires, and the soldiers of all
“Christendom™ in China.

The same <pirit has manifested iteelf in nearly every nation
of Europe against the Jews, and in Turkey against Christians,
And 1t is a part of the spirit that has made possible horrible
Iynchings in this country; and which backs the present saloon-
smaching now in vogue in Kansas. In all these cases those
taking law into their own hands and practicing violence, would
urge that right was on their side. Doubtless to <ome extent
this 18 often tiue: what we point out is the spirit of lawless-
ness, anarchy. which 1s growing, and which will bear a “whirl-
wind” harvest ere long.

TRUSTS AS VIEWED BY JUSTICE BROWN

“Justice Brown, one of the ablest members of the Supreme
Court of the U'nited States, 1n his John Marshall address at
Parkersburg, W. Va. made some remarks pertinent to the
trust question in speaking of the future of the judiciary of
this country. ‘The problems to be colved in the future.’ he
said, ‘were those of combinations of capital and monopoly.

Society must adapt itself to the new conditions and do
all it can to minimize the evils. It will not be the judges and
the lawyers of the twentieth century who will have to face
these problems, but the statesmen. There 1wl be a struggle
fought out with the desperation of hunger and possibly with
bloodshed, bhut society will have to readjust itself on the basis
of justice and equity.” >—Pittsburgh Post.

* * *

We endorse the above. We do not say that trusts and
combinations are unmitigated evils—that <erve no good pur-
pose; but admitting that such great combinations of capital
serve a great purpose in economy of management and cheap-
ening the cost of life’s necessities—just as s=ocialism would
propose—we see nevertheless the impossibility of this reduced
cost reaching and benefiting the public. We see that selfish-
ness will maintain or raise prices and perhaps reduce wages
to increase the stock dividends, even tho the process grind the
masses into the dust. Those who forget that selfishness is the
motive power of “the present evil world” will err in all their
caleulations.

Socialists err on the other side of the question:—in sup-
posing that people in general would work either their hands
or their brains vigorously, if the incentives of gain, selfish-
ness, wealth, were removed by legislation or otherwise. Not
until the strong hand of the kingdom of God. backed by the
strong love of the glorified Christ Head and body-—{(Rom.
8:17) takes control of earth’s affairs can socialistic programs
hope for success.

THE POPE CRAVES POWER TO SUPPRESS PROTESTANTISM

The Pope gave a hint respecting one cause of his anxiety
to recover temporal power in Rome, when, addressing the Duke
of é\Torfolk and accompanying English Catholics, recently, he
said:

“Under our eyes, in this holy city, which should be the
inviolate center of Catholism, it is permitted to associations
for religious propagation to take advantage of the sad eco-
nomic conditions of the country to corrupt the faith of our
children in the name of the specious doctrine of yudgment, which
pretends to leave each the right of interpreting in his own
fashion the doctrine of Christ. You are right in protesting
against this state of things, which enables you better to under-
stand the grievous circumstances in which we have lived during
the twenty-five years of our Pontificate.”
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Commenting on this, the London Spectator truly remarks:

“In other words, temporal power is needed to prevent lib-
erty of worship and of conscience in Rome, and to cleanse
Rome from the defilements of Protestant teaching. Yet the
Pope praises the British nation because it allows full liberty
of conscience. Fortunately there is little fear of Papacy recov-
ering the temporal power. And, in truth, all good Roman
Catholics should rejoice that this is so. Nothing could result
therefrom but spiritual injury.”

IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS BY THE PORTE

“We are enabled to announce an important concession re-
specting the right of Jews to hold property in Palestine, which
has been obtained from the Porte by M. Isaac Fernandez,
President of the Comite Regional of the Alliance Israelite in
Constantinople. For several years past Jews of all nationali-
ties, even Ottoman subjects born in Palestine, have been for-
bidden to buy landed property in Palestine. M. Fernandez has
now secured for Jews who have been settled in the Holy Land
for a considerabie time, whether subjects of Turkey or of
foreign  powers, the right to bwy ‘Mir’ (agricul-
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tural land) and to have the property inscribed in their own
names. The special importance of this concession lies in the
fact that while ‘Mulk’ (town land) is owned by private indi-
viduals, ‘Miri” is the property of the Sultan.

“M. Fernandez has rendered an immense service not only
to his co-religionists, but to the entire population of Pales-
tine. The Imperial Treasury will be among the first to derive
material benefit from the measure mentioned above. The gov-
ernment of the Sultan has thereby given a fresh proof of the
religion toleration which is a tradition in its annals.”—Jeiwish
Chronicle.

* »* *

“We are in a position to state that according to our latest
information from Constantinople the views expressed in au-
thoritative Turkish circles are favorable towards political
Zionism, and the advantages the Ottoman Empire will derive
from it. We can further state that we are now in the midst
of negotiations of far greater importance than the mere an-
nulling of the prohibition of immigration would signify.”"—
Report of Zionist Committee in Die Welt.

“I FIND NO FAULT IN THIS MAN"

Luke 23:13-26.—MARCH 17.

Having gone through the form of a trial, a mockery of
justice—the chief priests and scribes and Pharisees, with a
multitude of their retainers and servants, a clamoring mob,
led Jesus to Pilate, while it was still early in the morning.
(John 18:28) DBut they remained in the court-yard while
Jesus was led alone to the judgment hall, probably by a court
attendant or a sentry, the Jews declining to enter, because so
doing would make them cercmonially unclean, and hinder their
observance of the Passover feast, which would begin that same
night. What a curlous blending this shows us of cleanness
and uncleanness' Tow exact they were to a jot and tittle
about matters of minor importance, and how utterly lost to
all <en-e of heart-purity and love, the real essence of the
divine law' We who are of spiritual Israel need to be on
guard against such a development of outward religious cere-
mony and formalism, carefulness and purity, which might be
accompanied by a blackness of heart and utter absence of holi-
ne~s and love for righteousness. Ag a matter of fact, these
chief religiomists “mong the Jews were murderers at heart,
from the divine standpoint, while careful of the outward cere-
monies of their religion. Let us not be like unto them.

It was an unu-ual thing to accuse one of their countrymen
before a Roman governor. It was customary, on the contrary,
tor them to seck to nde their faults and to secuire acquittal,
or at least as much leniency as possible. Therefore, these
pronunent men of the nation had no question but that Pilate
would immediately assent to their demand, and crucify Jesus.
They seem to have been surprised that he should inquire
respecting the facts of the case, or show an interest in giving
Justice—especially 1n protecting a Jew from the wrath of his
countrymen, particularly the leaders of his nation. When,
therefore, Pilate inquired, “What accusation bring ye against
this man?®’ they answered him, “If he were not a malefactor
we would not have delivered him up unto thee.” Pilate then
dismissed the matter as one of Jew against Jew, and not of
Jew against Cwesar, saying: “Take ye him, and judge him
according to your law.” (John 18:29, 31) But the Jews re-
plied, “It i~ not lawful for us to put any man to death.” The
Roman government had taken away from the Jewish Sanhedrin
the power of capital punishment, and nothing short of Jesus’
death was in their minds.

They had failed to have Pilate’s speedy endorsement of
their condemnation, regardless of justice, and now they must
put their plea upon another ground—they must formulate a
charge. and it must be such a charge as would appeal to the
Roman governor. They well knew that their condemnation of
Jesus for having said that he was a Son of God would be noth-
ing in the estimation of Pilate; hence, after condemning Jesus
unjustly for blasphemy, they made before Pilate a new charge,
of three counts: (1) Sedition—disturbing the peace; (2) that
he interfered with the collection of the Roman taxes; (3) that
he himself claimed to be a king, and was thus an antagonist
of Ceesar.

Pilate quickly saw the true state of the case; wviz., that
“through envy the chief priests had delivered Jesus” and con-
demned him, and not through any new-found love for Caesar
and his government; and leaving the multitude of accusers in
the court, Pilate went into the judgment hall, where Jesus
stood, and questioned him, “Art thou the King of the Jews?”
(John 18:33) The whole matter must have seemed very ridic-

ulous to Pilate, who we must remember, was ncither Christian
nor Jew, but a heathen man, in whose judgment all the hopes
of Israel respecting Messiah would be absurdities on a plane
with the chimerical hopes of the various nations the world
over, He perceived that the person before him was a remark-
able one, and the answer of Jesus led only to greater per-
plexity, for he told him that his kingdom was not of the
present time and order, but a future one, and that he had come
to bear witness to this truth. Pilate found himself getting
only deeper into problems which he could not comprehend, and
suddenly broke off the conversation with the question: “\What
is truth?”—without waiting for or expecting an answer, as
tho he would say, Yes, yes; we hear of truth, justice and
equity, but what is it, and where is it to be found? Who shall
determine what is the right? Are you right, or am I, here
the representative of Rome, in the right, and authority, or are
those Jews who are clamoring for your death in the right?
What is truth? It is too perplexing a question for us to dis-
cuss further.

Pilate, however, had made up his mind definitely that there
was no danger whatever to the Roman Empire from the meek
and lowly person whom he had interviewed—he was surely not
an anarchist, not an insurrectionist of any kind. He could do
no harm in the world, and even if his teachings respecting his
own heavenly origin and kingship were baseless and the product
of an unbalanced mind, nevertheless the individual himself was
no menace to Rome. And thus he expressed himself in the
words of our Golden Text: “I find no fault in this man.”’
(Luke 23:4) And Pilate’s decision has been the decision of
all honorable, fair-minded people throughout the world from
his day to the present, irrespective of religious prejudices.
Whatever fault has been found has been against those pro-
fessed followers who have taken his name—in vain: those who
have claimed to be his followers, but who have not followed
him, but have rather gone contrary to his teachings in many
ways. These have brought dishonor often upon the sacred
name, but as for Jesus, the world today declares with Pilate,
“We find no fault in this man.” Yea, the world loves to quote
many of his blessed sayings, and many wish for a government
built upon the principles of righteousness which he enunciated,
even tho many who thus proclaim are unwilling to be guided
by his precepts.

The Jewish leaders were chagrined with Pilate’s decision,
and began to argue the points and to attempt to prove that
the teachings of Jesus were calculated to arouse a revolution
amongst the people; that already in Galilee it had great in-
fluence, and now he was coming to Jerusalem, cte. True, the
Lord’s teachings were revolutionary as respected religious mat-
ters; but the charge was not true in the sense they wished
Pilate to understand, that he was a breeder of a political revo-
lution. And this 1s a good point for all of the Lord’s fol-
lowers to note: we, like our Lord, stand committed to a revolu-
tion amongst God’s people on the lines of true religious wor-
ship, heart-obedience to the Lord, ete., but we, like our Lord,
have nothing whatever to do with political revolutions. We
know that such are coming in the Lord’s own time and way,
but we battle not with carnal weapons, as he did not: but as
he did, so do we. wait for the kingdom which God will estab-
lish in his own time and way—we wait for the expiration of
“the times of the Gentiles,” when, as God has foreordained

[2785]



(103-104) ZION'S

and forearranged. the kingdoms of this world will give place
to, and be superseded by the kingdomn of God, in which, hy
the Lord’s grace, we trust to have a part.

The mention of Gahilee suggested to Pilate’s mind a way
of escape from his dilemma, without either doing an injustice
toward Jesus or unduly arousing the enmity of the Jewish
leaders, he would solve the difficnlty by referring the case to
Herod. who was then i Jerusalem. This was the same Herod
who belieaded John the Baptist (the con of Herod the great,
who ~lew the infants at the time of our Lord’s birth), the
same one who, hearing of Jesus, speculated that possibly he
was Joln the Baptist risen from the dead. We vead that
When Herod <aw Jesus he was exceedingly glad, for he was
desitons to wee him of a long season, hecause lie had heard
mary thines of him; and he hoped to have seen some miracle
done by him ™ (Luke 23:8) Herod questioned Jesus with
many words, but got no 1eply. Our Lord was not there in self-
defense nor to plead his cause. nor to seek to escape the pen-
tty for om <ms, but the reverse.  His silence under all the
ireumstances was thie wisest and most dignified course. Herod
sought tor amusement a~ from a sleight-of-hand performer,
and was undoubtedly surprised and dicappointed that his
kingly currosity and questions were ignored. However, he and
I~ court would have <some amusement, so the -oldiers were
2iven the opportunity to mock the kingly aspirations of Jesus,
doing mock homage, and then insulting him. Herod 1eturned
Tesus to Pilate for judgment

SELFISHNESS THE BASIS OF SIN

The Jewish notables and the rabble, clamoring for justice
and the vindication of Roman law in the death of Jesus, again
filled the court of Pilate’s palace, and Pilate came forth and
addressed them in the words of our lesson, declaring Jesus
imnocent of any criminal conduct, but announcing that in view
of the commotion and clamor raised against him he would
cause him to bhe scourged, and that this should be considered
a settlement of his case. Evidently the scourging of Jesus
was an act of merey on Pilate’s part, by which he hoped to
satisfv the bloodthirsty clamor of the accusers, yet it was
unavaling. and merely caused our Lord additional suffering.
The multitude cried out the more, “Crucify him!” Pilate’s
next cubterfuge was to propose that since it was his custom
to release one prisoner at this season of the year he would
release Jesns at this time. and thus satisfy them in a double
sense of the word; first. by considering him guilty, and sec-
ondlv. by his relense  But murder was in the hearts of those
professedly religious people. They were blinded to justice as
well as to meiey by the selfishness of their own hearts, for their
enmity to Je-us was hased simply and purely upon the fact
that he and his teachings were discounting them and their
teachings before the people.

It 15 well that we should note that selfishness lies at the
foundation of every sin and every crime, that is and ever
has been committed.  liet ws. as the Lord’s people, be specially
on gnard against this insidious evil, which is ours by heredity,
and which needs to be destioyed, eradicated. and to be sup-
planted with love, as the governing impulse of our hearts and
fives—Ilove, which tlunketh no evil. which is not puffed up.
which <ecketh not her own advantage at the expense of justice
to the interest of others. We are not, however, to think of
these Pharisces, scribes and priests as wilfully, knowingly,
mtentionally, erucifying the Son of God. They would not
have heen <o bold!  On the contrary, the Apostle assures us
that 1t was 1n ignorance that they did it; (Acts 3:17; 1 Cor.
2:8) an 1nexcusable ignorance, we may say, or at least, an
only partly excusable ignorance, hecause it was the result of
prejudice, which in turn was the fiuit of selfishness.

The priests, cete,, felt that matters were getting desperate,
and thev must bring to hear upon Pilate every influence they
conld; hence their intimation that if he would not crucify
Jesus thev would report him to Cwiesar at Rome as being a
friend of traitors against Roman authority—an enemy of the
Emperor This was a forceful argument, and Pilate realized
it Wwoe «uch a report to be went to Rome, signed by the
leading officials of the Jewish nation, it would not be without
weicht, and the authorities there would wonder, at least, why
the lIife of any poor, obscure individual would he spared to the
alicnation of the leading men of the nation and at the risk of
an 1n-urrection. Pilate decided that the only reasonable and
proper course for him to pursue would be to let the Jews have
their way: and taking a pitcher of water. he washed his
hands in their <izht. as a svmbol of his own disagreement with
the death-decree which they were compelling him to render.
I~ words were, “I am 1nnocent of the blood of this ju-t per-
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son: see ye to 1t. Then answered all the people, and said,
His blood be upon us and upon our children.”—Matt. 27:24.

Remembering that Pilate was neither a Jew nor a Chris-
tian, but a heathen man, we cannot condemn him as others
have done. Rather, indeed, we must commend lhim as being
a man who loved justice and sought to mete it out, and who
yielded to injustice only after he had made every effort {o stem
the tide of contrary influences when 1t would have been easy
for him to have curried favor with the officials by quickly
assenting to the death of a person of no political influence.
It is to be noticed, too, that the apostles do not implicate
either Pilate or the civil authorities, but hold responsible the
Jews and their leaders (Acts 2:23), and that God has held
that people responsible is evident from the history of the past
eighteen centuries, in which their prayer has been answered:
his blood has been upon them and their cinldren. Thank Ged,
his Word does not imply that divine wrath, even against these
guilty persons. will be mamfested and exercised throngh an
eternity of tortme by devils, but rather, as the Apostle inti-
mates, God’s wrath came upon them to the uttermnost in the
troubles which befell them as a nation and people. (1 Thess.
2:16) Soon the wrath is to he turned awav and the com-
mission of the Prophet already is due to hegin. “Comfort ye,
comfort ye my people: speak ye comfortably to Jeru-alem
Cry unto her that her appointed time 15 accompiished. for she
hath received at the Lord’s hands double for all her sins”
—Isa. 40:1, 2, margin,

Jesus was now delivered over to Pilate’s <oldiers, to he
made ready for crucifixion, and they, heartless and brutal. as
we might expect, made sport of the Master’s adversities. Put-
ting upon him a cast-off royal robe and a crown of thoins, they
jeered him upon his claim to kingship, without a surmise, of
course, of who he really was, and how he is yet to be a King
upon the holy hill Zion, to whose sceptre every knee shall how
and to whom every tongue must confess. It will be a surprised
awakening to them some day, when they amongst others shall
come forth from the dead to find Messiah’s kingdom estah-
lished. and to realize that he exercised mercy toward hi- ene-
mies, and that his death prepared the way for the bles-ing
of themselves and all the families of the earth with an oppor-
tunity to come to a knowledge of God and of his righteous
requirements, and thus, if obedient, unto life everlasting.

THE GROUND OF THE CHURCH’S CONFIDENCE

It was probably about this time that Pilate’s wife -ent
word to him respecting the dream she had, about Jesus, and
admonishing him to have nothing to do with his condemnation
And so Pilate, as a last resort, brought Jesus forth, clothed in
the purple robe of mock royalty, and with the crown of thorns,
and presented him to the people with the words, “Behold the
Man!” As tho he would say: Is it possible that you Jews are
seeking the death of this innocent man, the noblest and best
specimen of your race, indeed of the entire human race?
Would not a final look at him appeal to your hearts and melt
them? If I, a Roman, ignorant of your religion and regard-
less in general of all religion, have a pity and a sympathy
and a sense of justice, is it possible that you are so unmer-
ciful, while claiming to be the most religious people on earth’
Behold the Man! Do you still insist that he he crucified”
Then the priests cried out, not only that he ought to die be-
cause of being an enemy to the Roman Empire, but because
he had taunght that he was the Son of God~—thus appealing to
the Jews that he was a blasphemer, one whom God commanded
them in the Law to destroy.

Pilate was the more afraid when he heard that Jesus
claimed to be the Son of God, and again sought an interview
with him; but Jesus’ answer was, “Thou couldst have no
power at all against me except it were given thee from above"”
—permitted of the Father. Pilate could do no more; even
Jesus himself assented, and claimed that it was in the divine
order that he should die. Pilate signed the death sentence
—John 19:4-11.

There is a lesson for us in these words of our Lord, respect-
ing the Fathers permission of all that happened to him. We
who are members of his body are counted in with him as
under divine supervision, so that in all of our affairs all things
are guaranteed to work together for our good while walking
mm his footsteps. This is the ground of our confidence in all
the various trying circumstances of life. This it is that gives
the peace of God which passeth all understanding, ruling in
our hearts, not only subduing self and enabling us to submit
ourselves to the will of God, but permitting us even to re-
joice in tribulation, knowing that under divine providence, and
that rightly received, it will work out for us a far more ex-
ceeding and an eternal weight of glory —2 Cor. 4:17,
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THE ATONING SACRIFICE COMPLETED

LukEe 23:35-03.—MARcHu 24.

“Christ died for our sons, according to the Scriptures.”—1 Cor.

“And when they had mocked him, they took off the purple
from him, and put his own clothes on him, and led him out
to crucify him.” (Mark 15:20) Jesus was now in charge of
the centurion, and with the two bandits or highwaymen who
were to be excuted that day, was led to execution, each of the
three prisoners being under the guard of four Roman soldiers,
with a centurion in command, sixteen persons in all. It was
about nine o’clock in the morning, and our Lord having been
incessantly harrassed by his enemies from the midnight
previous, without food or rest, buffeted, scourged, tormented,
was, according to tradition, weak and faint under the heavy
load of his own cross, which, according to custom, he bore,
The Gospel narrative seems to confirm this incidentally, by
telling us that Simon, a Cyrenian, was compelled by the
soldiers to bear the cross for Jesus. Some, however, claim
that Luke’s reading respecting this matter, that he “bore
the cross after Jesus,” signifies that he walked behind Jesus
and mercly assisted in the bearing of the cross.

Whichever way it was, Simon had a most enviable op-
portunity of serving the Master—an opportunity which would
be eagerly secized by some of the Lord’s people today, who
would be glad to share, not only the Master’s burden. but
his ignominy. And, strange to say, the opportunity is with
us now, and whosoever will of the Lord’s disciples is privileged
to take up the cross and follow after him; for the offense
of the cross has not ceased. True, the cross has become
fashionable, and is worn by many as an ornament with
little thought of the original cross and what it signified.
and with little desire to bear any of its shame or ignominy or
weight.  But there are still some who have the Master’s
spirit. to whom the Apostle appeals, saying, “If we suffer
with him, we shall also reign with him;” for “we ought also
to lay down our lives for the brethren,” and to “fill up that
which is behind of the afllictions of Christ for his body’s
sake which is the church.”—Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12; 1
John 3-16; Col. 1:24.

Altho the man Christ Jesus was holy, harmless, un-
defiled, scparate from sinners—perfect—nevertheless he was
neither a giant in stature nor in physical strength. This
indicates to us that the perfect man was not a giant physi-
cally, nor in brute foice preéminent; for all that the
perfect man was, our Lord Jesus must have been, in order to
be his ransom price, his substitute. The coarseness and
brute strength which we find in many men is to be esteemed
a degeneration, as truly as is the weakness and effeminancy
of others—only that the degeneracy has manifested itself
in another form. Great brute force and coarseness of organ-
1sm is rarely accompanied by a proportionate strength and
efficiency of brain power, and of the finer sentiments of the
mind. The completion of the restitution work, therefore, must
not be expected to bring coarseness and giant strength; but
fineness and symmetry, physical as well as mental. Addi-
tionally. we are not to forget that for three and a half years
our Lord's ministry had been a constant drain upon his vital
forces, not merely in connection with his public preaching, but
specially in connection with the miracles which he wrought at
the expense of his own vitality; as it is written, ‘“Virtue
[vitality] went out of him and healed them all.”—Luke 6:19.

The journey to Calvary was a sorrowful spectacle. It
i= to their eredit that some of those who followed in the
procession were weeping, and this credit for tenderness and
sympathy falls to the women, to whom Jesus turning said,
“Weep not for me, but for yourselves and for your children.”
Apparently the Savior’s thought was not centered wholly
upon himself: he was thinking rather how this injustice
would shortly react upon this nation, whose representa-
tives had said before God and men, “His blood be upon us
and upon our children.” No doubt our Lord had in mind
the descriptions of the trouble that would come upon Jeru-
salem, as given particularly in the prophecies of Daniel and
Jeremiah. (Daniel 9:24-27; Jer. 6) We realize how literally
our Lord’s suggestion was fulfilled when we remember the
story of the siege of Jerusalem, and how the women and chil-
dren especially suffered in the horrors of that time. It is a
sign of greatness of mind when one is able under such trying
circumstances to think less of himself and more of others.

Arrived at Calvary the crucifixion took place. It is
probable that the victim was nailed to the cross while it was
lying on the ground, and that then the four sturdy soldiers
Iifted it and set it into a socket in the earth, the pain from
the wound being intensified by the jolting of putting the
cross in an upright position, and then terribly augmented by
the hanging weight of the body. Crucifixion is probably the
most, cruel form of death, and even by the Romans as we
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15:5
understand it, was practiced only upon culprits—usually
outlaws, brigands and seditionists. Thus our Lord was, in
harmony with the statement of the prophet, “numbered with
the transgressors.”—Isa. 53:12,

On our Lord’s cross, above his head, written in three
languages, was a statement of his crime—the charge upon
which he was convicted and sentenced, in the words, “Jesus
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” It was written in
Latin, the language of the Romans, representative of au-
thority and power; in Greek, the language of culture and
learning ; and in Hebrew, the language of the professedly God-
fearing people. It was a title of shame and contempt, a
brand of blasphemy to those who read it; and the multitude,
going and coming to and from the city jested him upon his
title, and the miserable failure of the fraud he had at-
tempted to perpetuate in claiming for himself such high
honors and dignities. The priests and rulers, of course, fol-
lowed to see their victim surely dead; and any qualms of
conscience they may have had respecting the injustice of
their course seem to have been stifled by the apparent con-
firmation of their verdict in their success in accomplishing his
death, and in his apparent powerlessness to save himself
from his calamity. The soldiers, too. especially those who had
him in charge, seem to have felt that this was an exposure
of another fraud, the ignominious termination of another one
who had asserted himself against the power of Cwm<ar.

The records show that Jesus’ mother was there and her
sister, and John the disciple, and his mother, and Mary
Magdalene and Mary the wife of Cleophas. (John 19:25:
Matt. 27:56) They were all sorrowful; many of them weep-
ing. They could not deny the assertion of the rulers and
the multitude, that apparently the claims of our Lord had
been fraudulent: they could not understand how he who
had such power, and in whom they had such confidence.
could be so helpless in the hands of his enemies. It was
incomprehensible when they remembered how even the winds
and the waves of Galilee obeyed him, and how many un-
clean spirits, being unable to resist the command of his
word, had been cast out of the afflicted But altho they
could not make any reply., under the circumstances, to the
jibes of those who railed at the Lord, they nevertheless
loved him; for they knew, that regardless of his power and
his titles. and whether or not he had overstated his re-
lationship to the heavenly Father, nevertheless, ‘“never man
spake like this man,” and never had they known any who
could compare with him amongst the sons of men for purity
and nobility of soul. They could do naught else but love
him and trust him, and wait for some indication of the
seeming inconsistencies which they then beheld And so it
is at times with the Lord’s followers since. Occasionally
things occur in respect to the Lord’s Word and what he per-
mits his people to suffer, and the power he permits their
adversaries to exercise, which are incomprehensible, and his
followers mav at such times be obliged simply to hold their
peace; but those who know the Lord through intimate com-
munion and fellowship of heart, who have fed upon “the
deep things of God,” who have drunk of his spirit—altho un-
able to explain the difficulties, are fully able to trust in him
and to hope and to wait for such expressions as are sure
to come, in vindication of his every act and word and provi-
dence, in due time,

Whilst the others were reviling our Lord and calling upon
him to manifest his Messiahship and to come down from the
cross, one of the thieves joined in the ribald assault; but the
other, realizing that death was near. and admitting his own
guilt, seemed to recognize in Jesus a person of an entirely
different order and character from that of himself. He
alone, so far as we are informed, raised his voice in protest
againgt the slurs, and in defense of the meek and lowly
one, who said nothing in his own defense, and who thus
set us a most wonderful example in patient endurance and
suffering for well doing. Had he demonstrated his power, as
they “dared” him to, he would have been wrecking the
hopes, not only of those who maligned him, crucified him.
but also the hopes of the whole world of mankind O, how
we rejoice in his faithfulness unto death—even the death
of the cross' How we praise him that he did not exercise
his power, and “call for more than twelve legions of angels”
to deliver him, but on the contrary sacrified himself, laying
down his own life as a ransom for Adam and his 1ace

The contrite thief knew httle respecting Je-us, except
what he saw before him of his patient endurance, suffering
for righteousness’ sake; but this “living epistle” made a
marked impression upon him, just as sometimes the conduect
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of the Lord’s followers, patient in tribulation, is the strong-
est and best lesson that can be given to some, “without
God and having no hope in the world.,” There is nothing to
indicate that this thief became a saint in the few moments of
his acquaintance with the Lord; there is nothing to indicate
that he had or could develop a character 1n that time which
would constitute him an overcomer, a joint-heir with Christ
in the kingdom. Everything is to the contrary of such
thoughts. He merely realized that he himself was guilty and
worthy of death. according to the law, that Jesus was in-
nocent, and that there was a bare possibility of there being
something 1n the claims of this wonderful man in respect
to a future kingdom. He would at least speak a word in
his defense, and then he would appeal to Jesus, that if he had
a kmgdom. as had been mtimated. he would graciously
remember his words of defense and do a kind deed for him
when his kingdom should come.

PARADISE PROMISED

Jesns rephed, “Verily, verily [so be it, so be it], I say
unto thee this day. Thou shalt be with me in Paradise.” It
should be as the thief had requested. not otherwise. When
Jesus’ kingdom should come the effect or result of that
kingdom would be the restoration of the Paradise lost when
sin entered into the world as a part of its penalty,—
redeemed hy the sacrifice which he was then finishing at
Calvauy., When he should come into his kingdom at his second
advent he wonld, as the thief requested, remember him there
and then, and undoubtedly the thief will have an abundant
reward for the words of comfort spoken to our dear Re-
deemer in his hour of tnial: but that reward will surely not
be u place in the throne, in the kingdoem, as a member of
the body of Christ: tor this position amongst the cleet 1s to
be given only to those who shall attain the character-like-
ness to God’s dear Son. (Rom. 8:29) Besides, none can at-
tain this position without being begotten of the holy Spirit,
and the holy Spirit, the begetting power of the new nature,
was mnot yet given, until after Jesus’ death, resurrection
and awscen<ion, when at Pentecost it came upon those who
waited 1o be adopted from the house of servants into the
house of <ons—John 1:12; 7:39.

The thief died too soon to have any part in this kingdom,
had he been ever so well developed in character,—even as
John the Baptist died too soon. Of the latter our Lord
said, that altho there was not a greater prophet than he, ‘‘the
least one in the kingdom of heaven [the Spirit-begotten
church. joint-heirs with Christ in the kingdom] is greater
than he.” (Matt. 11:11) When the kingdom shall come,
and Paradise shall be restored, not only the penitent thief will
be there, but also the impenitent one, and those Roman
soldiers, and those bloodthirsty scribes and Pharisees and
priests~—all will he in Paradise,—not for any worthiness of
their own. but by reason of the merit of Christ’s sacrifice,
which paid their penalty and insures their having a full op-
portunity in the Millennial Paradise to come to a knowl-
edge of God and through obedience then to life everlasting,
if they will

How forceful the expression, “I say unto thee today.”—
notwithstanding all this seeming weakness on my part and
seeming triumph of my encmies—T tell thee today, that thy
praver <hall be answered; and that when I come into my
kingdom, Paradize shall be restored and thou shalt be there to
be blessed, as I shall be there to be the King and Priest
to give the blessings promised in the divine plan.* The
garden of ¥den was the Paradise lost, and on a larger and
grander «eale 1t <hall in due time be restored by him whose
<acrifice purcha=ed it as well as mankind.—Eph. 1:14;
Rev. 2 7,

Tt was probably during the early part of the crucifixion,
that the four <oldiers who had Jesus in charge divided his
clothing among~t them; but the seamless rohe which he
wore. a fine and expensive garment, heing desired by them all,
for 1t thev ca-t lots, That robe properly and beautifully
represents Chiist's 1izhteousness, the wedding garment, which
1= a wreat value, and which, during this present age, is
granted to the most favored ones as furnishing the oppoi-
tunity tor then attamment with Christg of jomnt-heirship
the Lingdom af they will sufler with him  The lot or
privilege to have this garment of Christ’s imputed righteous-
ne<z has fallen chiefly to us of civilized lands, to whom the
hght of the knowledge of God’s gracious plan in Christ
ha< been granted. How thankful we are that the lot or
privilege of possessing the favors represented hy this robe is

permit harmony with the facts here before us, and agreement with other
Scriptures The orizinal Scriptures are not punctuated—punctuation
being a comparatively modern invention
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ours. Those who appreciate it will show their appreciation
in the affairs of their daily lives, seeking to keep their garment
unspotted from the world, and that it may be without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, and that it may be em-
broidered with all the graces of the Lord’s character; that
under the grace which it implies they may be accepted in
the Beloved One.—Psa. 45:14; Jas. 1:27.

The darkness which came over the scene of the crucifixion
at noon, and lasted until three o’clock, after our Lord’s
death, was evidently a very remarkable one, and made a
deep impression. A newly found version of the Gospel,
known as “The Gospel by Peter,” is represented to say of
this darkness, “Many went about with lamps, supposing it
was night,” and that the darkness lasted until Jesus was
taken from the cross, when the earthquake took place. “Then
the sun shone out, and it was found to be the ninth hour.”

The rendering of the Temple vail apparently took place
at the same time as this earthquake—the moment of our
Lord’s death. This was not the trifling matter it might ap-
pear from the word “vail,” for this vail was an extremely
large and extremely heavy curtain, the tearing of which
would be no small matter, but would have required super-
human strength. Edersheim describes this curtain as being
sixty feet long and thirty feet wide. and five inches thick;
made of seventy-two squares joined together. We have
seen (Tabernacle Shadows) that this vail was symbolical :—
that it represented the completion of our Lord’s sacrifice by
which he opened up for us a new way of life beyond the
vail, through the sacrifice of his flesh. In a figure, there-
fore, the Lord God, by the rendering of the vail, deelared
that the death of Jesus made possible the way into the
Most Holy, even heaven itself, and the fact that the vail
was rent from top to the bottom implied that the work was
God’s and not one having its start and accomplishment in
human design and effort.

‘“‘“FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT"

Our Lord’s words commending his spirit, his life, to the
Father, reminds us of the words of Stephen. (Acts 7:59) Ste-
phen, however, had little to surrender, like us all; his
Adamic life, the spirit of life, reccived from Adam. was
already forfeited, and the only life which Stephen, thercfore,
could commend to God was the reckoned Life veceived by tuth
through Jesus, the Life-giver. 1In the case of our Lord
the matter was different. He had life rights which had
never been forfeited through sin, and was committing these
to the Father as the ransom price for Adam and his for-
feited spirit of life: nevertheless, our Lord was firmly trust-
ing in the Father’s promise to raise him up from the dead
by his own power, and his trust was in God that the
restoration of life which he had promised he was abundantly
able and willing to perform, and raise him from the state
of death perfect, in the divine nature. with its glory. honor
and immortality. Thus our Lord gave up the “ghost” (an
old English term)-—gave up his spirit of life—he died, and
remained dead until the Father raised him from the dead
on the third day by his own power.*

The closing scenes of the drama evidently were very
awe-inspiring, not only to our Lord’s friends, but also to hus
enemies, and a general hush and feeling of grief spread ahout.
The taunts of his enemies ceased as the darkness came down,
and many were willing at last to admit that the occurrences
were remarkable, and corroborated to some extent the Master’s
claims, saying, “Truly, this man was the Son of God"—
Mark. 15:39.

The solemnity of our Lord’s dying moments seems to
have given greater courage to some of his friends, two of
whom, Joseph and Nicodemus, were members of the Sanhedrin,
which had condemned him, these two being either absent or
voting against the condemmation. They had been too care-
ful of their reputations to avow their interest in Jesus
previously, “for fear of the Jews,” but now they had the
courage to own the Lord as their friend, and to arrange the
details of his burial. (John 19:39) The dilatory acknowl-
edgment of Jesus on the part of these wealthy and influential
men reminds us of the peculiar difficulties which hinder all
persons of wealth and influence in connection with a proper
acknowledgment of the way, the truth and the life. True,
there are many rich men today, and manv of influence, who,
because of popularity of churchianity, take a prominent part
in its service; hut churchianity must not be confounded with
“the body of Christ,” the true church, which, like the Lord,
is comparatively without influence, power or wealth, as
viewed from a worldly standpoint. When the great drama
of this atonement day is completed, the Jast member of the
bodv of Christ has finished his sacrifice, there will doubtless
" * See tract, What is the Soul? Sample copy free.
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be many of the rich and influential to come forward then,
to honor the humble ones and to garnish their sepulchres.
Much more to their credit and to their advantage and as-
sistance 1n making their own calling and election sure would it
be for these to come boldly forward in the time of sacrifice
and bind their own sacrifices to the horns of the altar.—Psa.
118:27.

THE ATONEMENT

Various are the theories advanced in the name of Chris-
tianity and the Scriptures, respecting the at-one-ment be-
tween God and man; some acknowledging that the work
which our Lord ‘“finished” in his death on Calvary is the
basis of all human hopes respecting the life everlasting, and
at-one-ment with the heavenly Father; others persistently
seeking to deny this. advancing theories to the effect that
the at-one-ment between God and man never was broken off,
that no ransom sacrifice was necessary to a reconciliation,
that no fall took place, and that hence no restitution back
to primary conditions is necessary or desirable or was se-
cured by the Lord Jesus’ death. Many of these theories which
deny the redemptive value of our Lord’s death affect to do
him greater honor by claiming that his work for humanity
was solely that of a great teacher, and in no semnse that
of a redeemer or purchaser. These false theories which ignore
the ransom are becoming more numerous, more persistent
and more seductive day by day to those who are not well
rooted and grounded in the divine Word and plan of the
age~. It 1s appropriate, therefore, that we here call special
attention to the fact that according to the Scriptures the
entire plan of salvation is pivoted upon the great transaction
of our Lord’s sacrifice, which, beginning with his consecra-
tion at Jordan, was finished with his expiring breath at
Calvarv. Whoever belicves this and accepts it is justified
thereby, obtaming his <hare in the merit of that sacrifice.
Whoever rejects 1t rejects the only name and the only faith
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by which he can ever be reconciled to God and attain to life
everlasting.

We are not in this suggesting that men are saved by a
theory, but we are suggesting that since all who come inte
harmony with God during this Gospel age must come to
him through faith in the precious blood of Christ, it follows
that he cannot have a reasonable faith without a more or less
clear theory; and that any theory which ignores the death
of Christ as the basis of justification and reconciliation is
an unscriptural one, and hence of no value whatever. Hence
all who claim relationship with God upon any other basis of
faith, any other theory, are deluding themselves—they are
neither reconciled to the Father nor to the Son, nor justified
from their sin, nor members of the church which is the
body of Christ.

We do not mean by this to say that only such as have
a clear conception of the philosophy of the atonement are
justified; on the contrary, 1t is our helief that many of
God’s dear people during the dark ages, and <ince, have lived
and died without a clear conception of the philosophy of this
subject as it is now possible for it to be seen and appreciated.
But while failing to see the philosoply, all of God’s true
people have recognized the fact that it was the death of
Christ which effected our reconciliation to the Father, and upon
which all hopes of life eternal are hased. See MILLEXNIAL
Dawn, VoL, v., The At-one-ment.

To those who prefer the inspired words of an Apostle to
the uninspired conjectures of their own and other minds,
the Golden Text is an all-sufficient answer to all no-ransom
theories. One of these, Christian Science, declares: “There
is no sin,”—hence nothing to deserve punishment; and
“There is no death,’—hence Christ did not die. But the
Apostle affirms, in harmony with both reason and Scripture,
that both were facts, and that Christ's death was for (as
a means to our recovery from) our sins. Let us stand firmly
in the inspired “faith once dclivered to the saints.”—Jude 3.

“DESPISED AND REJECTED OF MEN”

IsA. 52:13-53:3, 12.—MarcH 31.

This is the Review lesson and requires little comment.
The Golden Text serves us as a caption, and is itself a
summary of the quarter's lessons. Evidently to be despised
and rejected of men did not signify that our Lord was
worthy of such treatment, but rather that those to whom he
offered himeelf were so degraded and blinded by sin as to be
unable to appreciate the glorious qualities of his character.
Nevertheless, as the Apostle declares, “To us who believe he is
precious;” and again, “To as many as received him to them
gave the privilege to become sons of God.” How thankful
we are, and deserve to be, that the eyes of our understanding
were permitted to see our dear Redeemer in somewhat of his
true light of grandeur and holiness; and we rejoice also
that seeing his glory we have been led step by step to trans-
formation and renewing of our minds, and that we are being
changed from glory to glory by the Spirit of the Lord even
now in our hearts. “We have the mind of Christ.”” More-
over, we have the good hope, built upon the divine promises,
that if we follow on in his footsteps in the narrow way we
shall ere long be with him and like him and share his
kingdom and glory.

“As he was so are we in the world.”—1 John 4:17.

1f the Master of the house was called Beelzebub and
seditious and an enemy of law and order, against Caesar’s
government, etc., etc., by the false religionists of his day, so
it should not surprise us, but should rather be expected, that

all the way down through this Gospel age his followers, the
members of his body, would be similarly misrepresented,
slandered, maligned, despised and rejected by the popular
religionists of Christendom. As a matter of fact, this is
what the Secriptures teach us is to be expected; what history
tells has thus far been true; and what we are convinced
from the Word of God will continue to be true until the last
member of the body of Christ has finished his course. These
oppositions from the world, the flesh and the devil (generally
operating through some nominally Christian channel), are a
part of the chiseling and polishing, a part of the testing
and proving of the Lord’s people which must determine
whether or not they are worthy a share in the kingdom—
whether or not they esteem most the approval of men or the
praise of God,—the honors and emoluments of this present
life or the glorious but unseen things which God hath in
reservation for them that love him. We cannot pass these
tests in companies or groups, however small and select,—
each must be tried, tested, individually, in order to prove
him an overcomer, and before he can attain the promised
prize. Each should remember the necessity for faith in what
God has promised his people or he will be overwhelmed and
defeated, and miss both the mark and the prize. “This is
the victory that overcometh the world—even your faith.”
“Greater is he that is on our part than all they that are
against us.”

“THEY THAT REVERENCED THE

Dear BrOTHER RUSSELL:—I am glad to be able to write
and tell you that I have about recovered from my illness, I am
not quite as strong as I should like to be, but have no
doubt I shall fully regain my strength in a little while. I
went to Scotland last Friday for Brother Burkholder’s fu-
neral and was entertained by Brother Lehman. Altho tne
funeral was not until Saturday morning, by request I went
over to see Brother Burkholder’s family on Friday evening.
There were several friends of the family present, and as the
conversation turned upon Biblical matters we had a splen-
did opportunity for serving present truth, and they all showed
much interest, and many good questions were asked. On ac-
count of the family’s sympathy with the truth, the trustees
of the church building refused to allow the funeral services

LORD SPAKE OFTEN TOGETHER”

to be held in that place. This action is significant, from
the fact that it is a “union church,” or rather (supposed
to be) non-sectarian, and was built by the people of the
neighborhood, with the understanding that it was for the use
of any Christians.

However, a large number of people assembled at the
house for the service. Therefore, there was a good oppor-
tunity to witness for the truth. The greater part of the
people who attended the funeral were “Mennonites” (that be-
ing a Mennonite settlement) so in accordance with the cus-
tom of that people most of them returned to the house of
mourning and spent several hours there. Of course there
was a good deal of comment on the address, so the whole
afternoon was occupied in discussing Bible questions, and the
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