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in the first resurrection is not to be attained through perfec­
tion of our own, but through his perfection, provided we shall 
have attested to the Lord our full loyalty of heart, of inten­
tion, of will, however imperfect the results of our efforts to 
glorify him in our bodies and spirits.

The Evangelist records that our Lord prayed, “ Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass from me.”  It may be that our 
Lord meant by this, I f your infinite love and mercy see it 
possible in any manner to accomplish your purpose of sal­
vation for mankind without it being necessary for me to die, 
then grant it to be so. But if this were the Lord’s thought it 
would imply that he had not fully grasped the Father’s plan 
of a restitution for mankind, made possible through a ransom 
price for Adam and his sin; for, seeing this, our Lord could 
not have supposed that anything short of the full ransom 
could secure the results. Quite possibly, however, the thought 
which bore heavily upon him was the realization now coming 
vividly to his mind that if apprehended as a blasphemer it 
would be the policy of his enemies not to destroy him secretly, 
but to deliver him over to the Romans; and he could realize 
the influence and power they would exert to secure the per­
formance of their wishes, and he knew that the Roman method 
of execution was that of crucifixion, and he knew also that the 
Scriptures explicitly said, “ Cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree.”

Here, then, seems to have been the centre of his thought: 
I shall be esteemed of all my countrymen as forsaken of 
God, and as accursed of him; I shall die as a blasphemer, as 
a malefactor; whereas my every sentiment is, and has always 
been, fealty, loyalty to the Father. This, we believe, was the 
special feature of our Lord’s anxiety, called the “ cup”  of sor­
row, which he wished, if possible, might be removed. We be­
lieve that he knew his death to be necessary, unavoidable, as 
he had many times informed his disciples; but that it was 
this ignominious form of death, “even the death of the cross,” 
that staggered him; for it not only bespoke shame and mis­
representation before the people, and those whom he loved and 
to whom he sought to do good, but it carried with it also the 
thought that he was accursed of God; and if accursed of God 
he could have no hope for a realization of the glorious promise 
of a resurrection. But when assured through the angel that 
he would not be actually accursed of God, even tho he would 
for a time take the place of the accursed Adam and be “made 
a curse for us,” his race, then even the cross and its shame 
could be endured with fortitude.

WATCH AND PRAY LEST YE ENTER INTO TEMPTATION
In the case of our Lord and the apostles wTe see illus­

trated the value of watchfulness and prayer m the dark hour 
of trouble. Our Lord followed the direction he gave to the 
disciples: he watched, he prayed, he got a blessing, he was
strengthened, and came off victor. They did not watch and did 
not pray, failing to realize the necessities of the occasion, and 
as a result we find them scattered, bewildered;—and one of 
them, the very strongest of them all, who boastingly had said 
a little while before, “ Tho all men forsake thee yet will not I,” 
was so overpowered by his surroundings, and so weak through 
lack of the very strength he should have obtained through 
watching and prayer, that he denied the Lord with profanity.

Whenever we find the Lord’s people attempting to live a life 
of holiness and consecration, yet ignoring the injunction of our 
Lord to watch and pray, we know that they are unwise; and 
that however much they may be virgins, pure ones, they are 
foolish: they cannot hope to gain the victory over self and
sin and the Adversary, singlehanded, alone. If the Master 
himself needed strengthening, surely we also need it; and if

he received it in response to supplications with strong cryings 
and tears, it is an intimation to us of the way in which God 
is pleased to bestow the full assurance of faith which is able 
to strengthen us as good soldiers to endure any and every­
thing in his name and service. Those who seek the Lord 
earnestly and in prayer are as sure to receive a blessing as was 
the Lord Jesus himself; and altho there will not come to 
them the same kind of heavenly messenger to comfort and en­
courage them, nevertheless a heavenly messenger of another 
kind will surely be sent. It may be in the person of a fellow- 
disciple, able to enter into and sympathize with us in our 
trials or difficulties, as none of the apostles could sympathize 
with our Lord or assist him. Or it may be that the messenger 
sent will be one of the apostles themselves, through the many 
gracious words of inspiration which God has communicated to 
us through them in his Word. But however the strength 
may come, it must be the assurance, not of men nor of angels, 
but of God, that we are pleasing and acceptable to him,—and 
that we may claim and expect the exceeding great and precious 
things which he has in reservation for them that love him.

So to speak, we are now in the hour of trial which cometh 
upon the whole world to try them. The present is represented 
in the Scriptures to be “ the hour of temptation”  or testing at 
the close of this age. It is the Getlisemane hour, in this sense 
of the word, to all who are the Lord’s true people, fully con­
secrated to him. It is the hour, therefore, in which we, like 
our Lord, should be seeking the Father’s face to receive the 
full assurance that we are his, and that he is ours; and that 
we may lely confidently on his strength to carry us through 
this time. It is the time in which we are to make sure, as 
we sometimes sing:

“ O let no earthborn cloud arise 
To hide thee from thy servant’s eyes.”

It is a time in which those who neglect the Master’s words, 
“Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation,”  will be sure 
to enter into temptation, and be tolerably sure to fall therein. 
And the fall will be severe,— and even tho, like Peter, they 
should afterward be recovered out of it, it will be with weep­
ing-

Some make the mistake of praying without watching; 
others make the mistake of watching without praying: but 
the safe and only proper method is that which our Lord di­
rected, to combine the two. We are to watch, and to be on 
our guard against the encroachments of the world, the flesh 
and the devil. We are to watch for all the encouragements of 
the Lord’s Word, the evidence of their fulfilment, the signs 
that betoken his presence and the great changes of dispensa­
tion just at hand. We are to watch for everything that will 
strengthen us in faith and hope and loyalty and love; and 
while watching we are to pray without ceasing We are to 
pray together as the Lord’s people; we are to pray in our 
homes, as families; we are to prav in secret, in private. We 
are to have the spirit of prayer in all that we sav and do; 
that is to say, our hearts should be going out continually to 
the Lord for guidance in all of life’s affairs, that we may do 
with our might what our hands find to do. in a manner that 
will be acceptable to him, and that we may be shielded by him 
from temptation that would otherwise be beyond our endur­
ance, and that we may be ultimately delivered from the evil 
one and have a place in our Lord’s kingdom. Brethren and 
sisters, let us more and more remember and put into practice, 
in every home in which the W atch  T ower is a visitor, these 
words of our Lord, “ Watch and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation.”
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
CORROBORATIONS OF SCRIPTURE TESTIMONY

Gradually, but surely and relatively swiftly, we see un­
folding the various features of the divine plan which the 
Scriptures have taught us to expect—pointing them out in a 
general way in advance— namely, preparations for the 
Millennium of blessing and preparations also for the 
great time of trouble with which it will be introduced. The 
testimonies following are all the more forceful because they 
come from men who, so far as we are aware, have no such 
expectations as we hold—no such light as we enjoy, relative 
to the teachings of the Scriptures on these matters.

For instance, many have opposed our presentation of the 
Bible’s teachings on restitution (Acts 3:19-21), claiming—

(1) That there would not be standing room for so many

as probably have been born, reasonablv estimated at about 
fifty thousand millions. We answered this by a mathematical 
demonstration that twice this number could find standing room 
in either Texas or France, and that the whole earth under good 
climatic conditions will be ample for all. They then objected—

(2) That the earth can scarcely feed its present popula­
tion, as attested by the famines in India and southern Russia. 
We replied to this, that God is able to provide for the fulfil­
ment of all his promises; and pointed out the declarations 
of the holv prophets respecting these “ times of restitution,” 
that then “ the earth shall yield her increase” and the “ wilder­
ness shall blossom as the rose.”—Isa. 3.5:1; Psa. 67:9.

Note now how science comes forward to corroborate the Bi­
ble’s testimony; and let us remember that now is just the
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time for these things to begin to appear. We quote the fol­
lowing from The Saturday Evening Post:—

“ THE CHEMISTRY OF SOIL’ ’
‘•Undoubtedly, one of the most wonderful discoveries of 

mode’ ll chemistry has to do with the soil. It has been ascer­
tained that the most barren land can be made rich simply by 
adding to it certain mineral elements which cost but little. On 
this basis it is estimated that the United States will be able 
eventually to maintain 500,000,000 people—more than one-third 
of the present population of the world. It is merely a ques­
tion oi supplying the requisite quantities of nitrogen, phos- 
plioiic acid and potash. The last two are readily obtainable 
at small expense, whereas the first may be supplied either by 
furnishing to the soil condensed nitrogen m the shape of 
slaughter-waste or nitrate of soda, or by planting clover, beans, 
or peas, which have an allinity for nitrogen and absorb it 
from the atmosphere.

It is non known that nitrogen is the most important plant 
food, and inasmuch as this element composes four-fifths of the 
ntnio'plieip the question is merely to absorb it into the soil. 
It has also come to he understood that only two per cent of 
the material of plants is derived from the soil, the remaining 
ninety-eight per cent, being drawn from the air and from 
watei. It has been learned that certain species of bacteria ab­
sorb nitrogen, and these may be propagated in moist earth, 
and the eaitli thus treated sprinkled over the land.”
“ IN THE WILDERNESS WATERS SHALL BREAK OUT AND 

STREAMS IN THE DESERT’ ’— ISA. 35:6
This prophecy bids fair to have a literal as well as a 

spmtual fulfilment Already the drilling of artesian wells has 
reclaimed thousands of acres of arid land in the “ American 
Desert” of the West; but the cost was too great when many 
of the holes were dry. Mow, on seemingly reliable authority, 
relief has come to Texas along that line. A boy of fourteen 
years is found to possess what is styled “ X-ray sight,” so that 
in the dark he can see beneath the surface of the ground; pist 
as the “ X-ray” proved to science that certain rays of light 
can penetrate what we call solid substances; and just as 
Mai coni, in connection with wireless telegraphy, has demon­
strated that certain waves of ether pass through solid sub­
stances unhindered. This boy can see the subterranean creeks 
and rivers, and can designate just where the wells should be 
drilled to get the water so much needed on the surface. 
Whether this should be considered a lost sense of sight, lost 
through the fall, and which would return during the “ times of 
restitution,” or a special gift intended to help forward in the 
restitution, we are not yet prepared to give an opinion.

Of this boy’s powers the Chicago Record gives quite a 
lengthy account, from which we quote the following, accredited 
to “ Judge W. Van Sickle of Alpine, a member of the Texas 
legislature-”—

“That Guy Fenlev, this 14 year-old boy, is possessed of an 
‘X-ray’ sight cannot be questioned. He has demonstrated his 
ability to see underground streams of water, no matter what 
their depth mav be. on a number of occasions, and the stock- 
men of west Texas have ample proof of his power in this line. 
I engaged him to go to Brewster county and locate two wells 
on the ranch which is owned by D. ,T. Combs and myself. This 
ranch is situated in a very dry country, known as the Glass 
mountains. We had made a vain search for water on this 
ranch, ha\ ing sunk a well to a depth of 607 feet at a cost of 
$1,500 without striking water. This boy has already located 
two wells on the ranch, one at a depth of 250 feet and the 
other at a depth of 400 feet, both containing an abundant sup­
ply of pure water, and well-drilling outfits are now at work 
sinking other wells on the ranch with no doubt about securing 
water.

“ There can he no longer any doubt about this boy’s won­
derful power of sight, because instances are numerous and no­
toriously known where his ‘X-ray’ gift, or whatever it may be 
called, has been proved beyond a doubt. He sees the veins or 
streams of water under the ground and can tell with absolute 
certainty the different strata between the surface and the

water. He ha« this ‘X-ray’ sight only at night, and it is much 
stronger in the dark of the moon. When he exercises this 
wonderful power for any length of time, he becomes exhausted 
and falls into a deep sleep, which restores him to his former 
self.”

THE JEWS CLAIMING CHRIST
“The oldest and the newest traditions of Israel look with 

favor upon the man of Galilee, who, as the prophets of old, 
was willing to give Ins soul unto death that his ideals might 
live after him. His noble and exalted aims have not been ful­
filled. What ideals ever were? But we who are Jews today 
certainly have no cause to regret his coming into the world, 
and have every reason to look forward to the time when 
the message of this hour will find an echo in the heart and life 
of mankind. The Gospel of Jesus was the glad tidings of 
Israel’s own universal truth. The teacher of Nazareth was 
our kith and kin, both in the flesh and in the spirit. We 
levere his memory, claim him as our own, and gladly accord 
him that high rank which he deserves as one of the greatest 
benefactors of the human family.

“How absurd and silly it is to expect us, in tins age of 
enlightenment and growing religious fellowship, to mourn on 
this day, to shut our eyes to the light like wilful, wanton chil­
dren, and see only the shadows of our past. If we, who are 
children of the house to whom the prophets belong, and whose 
mission it is to proclaim peace to them that are far and near, 
strew the seed of discord and resentment among our own, 
wherein are we better than those who persecuted our ancestors 
for wrongs which they had not committed ? Shall we hold 
him whom the millions of our fellowmen commemorate today, 
and through whom, according to the unanimous opinion of our 
best and profoundest scholars in ancient and modern times, 
Israel’s divine truths were carried out to the nations, shall we 
bold him responsible for the crimes that were perpetrated in 
his name? Nay, we do not mourn, but we rejoice that Jesus 
was born, and through him, despite the shortcomings, despite 
the manifold prejudices that still darken human hearts, this 
world at large is infinitely better and brighter than it would 
have been without him. We would not conjure the dread 
spectres of the past: we thank God that we live in the present, 
with its wider liberty, its nobler humanity.”—R abbi S alee in 
Jelvish Voice.

PRESBYTERIAN CREED REVISION
The Presbyterian General Assembly committee has agreed 

upon the following summary of returns made to them by vari­
ous Presbyteries. They met in Washington City on Feb. 12 
to prepare their statement for the next General Assembly in 
May.

First—The returns plainly indicate the church desires 
some changes in its creedal statement.

Second— These returns indicate plainly that no change is 
desired which would in any way impair the integrity of the 
system of doctrine contained in the Confession of Faith.

Third—These returns also indicate that a large plurality 
desire that the changes should be made by some new state­
ment of present doctrines.

Fourth—The returns also indicate a desire upon the part 
of many presbyteries for some revision of the present confes­
sion.

Fifth—It was therefore unanimously agreed to recommend 
to the assembly that some revision or change be made in our 
confession statements.

This means that the creed is objectionable as it stands, 
but that it is desired that the changes shall be made in such 
a manner as to cast no discredit upon it in the eyes of their 
own people or other Christians. In a word, they want, if pos­
sible, to say, The creed is all right, none better, could not be 
better; but some people cannot understand it aright, and for 
their sakes only it was necessary to alter the language without 
changing the sense. And no doubt some will succeed in de­
luding themselves and others—who prefer to be deceived rather 
than to openly acknowledge the wrong, for fear of denomi­
national injury.

ACCEPTED AND REJECTED SACRIFICERS
Great were the anticipations of mother Eve in connection 

with her first-born son, Cain. Keenly she recollected the 
blessings of Eden and their loss through disobedience, and 
her memory clung to the implied promise contained in Jeho­
vah's words to the effect that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head— should crush the evil one, and im- 
plied'y, in some sense of the word, thus accomplish a victory, 
and a release from some or all of the evils entailed through 
the divine sentence. It was m harmony with this that she

named her first-born son Cain, which signifies, “ acquired.”  In 
his birth she seemed to see a beginning of a fulfilment of the 
divine promise; this much of it had been acquired, for she 
said, “ I have gotten a man from the Lord”—the Lord has 
given the promised man, the promised seed. But she was mis­
taken; the divine promise would be fulfilled in due time, but 
Cain was not the promised seed, nor even in the line of that 
promise. This was soon manifested.

In due time another son was born, who was called Abel—
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a feeder or nourisher—he being looked to, probably, not so 
much as the deliverer promised as a helper in the battle for 
bread with the thorns and thistles, etc. The two grew to 
manhood, the one becoming a tiller of the soil, a farmer and 
gardener, and the other a herdsman or shepherd. In process 
of time it became apparent to both of these men that they 
should make acknowledgment to the Lord, their Creator, and 
that it would be but a reasonable service that they should 
present to him offerings expressive of their dependence on, and 
of their appreciation of his kindness; and naturally each one 
took as an offering that which was under his care.

Cain took of the fruits of his harvest, the results of his 
energy, as an offering to the Lord, and Abel took of his flocks 
as an offering So far as the record goes, both were alike ac­
ceptable to the Lord up to this point; nor can we suppose that 
God would lie displeased with Cain for bringing of the fruit 
of his labor as an offering. The fact that he had not respect 
to Cain’s offering need not be understood to imply any preju­
dice on God’s part against Cain, nor any intimation that he 
had sinned m bringing such an offering; neither did the 
Lord's acceptance of Abel’s offering necessarily imply a preju­
dice in his favor, nor that he was the holier of the two. The 
acceptance of the one and the rejection of the other was merely 
designed to show the kind of sacrifice which the Lord was 
pleased to have offered and the kind which he was not pleased 
to accept. Cain should have learned the lesson quickly, and 
should have secured animal sacrifices and have presented his 
offering in this form to the Lord, and doubtless it would have 
been accepted as was Abel’s.

Probably neither of the brothers knew at the time why tile 
Lord accepted the animal sacrifices only, but later on no doubt 
they would have been instructed that this was typical, be­
cause the Lord intended ultimately to accept of a great anti- 
typical sacrifice for sms which he himself would provide in 
the person of the man Christ Jesus, and that this sacrifice 
could best be represented and typified by the sacrifice of ani­
mals, and thus the presentation of the thought that without 
the shedding of blood there could be no remission of sins.— 
Heb. 9:22.

But Cam, as the first-born, had no doubt already been 
recognized by his parents as the chief of the two brothers, and 
no doubt knew of his parents’ expectations respecting him, +hat 
ultimately he would be the instrument of Jehovah in the 
crushing of evil. And no doubt this thought had engendered 
a certain amount of pride in his heart. He felt himself to be 
the elect of God, the highly honored one of the family; and 
correspondingly sharp must have been his feeling of disap­
pointment when his offering of the fruits of the field, chosen 
with great care, and offered no doubt with sincere reverence, 
met with no sign of divine acceptance, while the offering of 
his younger brother, whom his parents had viewed as a mere 
assistant, was accepted of the Lord, probably by fire from 
heaven consuming the sacrifice. (1 Kings 18:38) The chagrin 
of this one who considered himself the priest and mediator of 
the family, and God’s specially chosen agent, may be imagined; 
and whatever of love and kindness and brotherly feeling had 
previously prevailed, fell before the combination of giant 
powers suddenly developed in his bosom—pride, chagrin, envy, 
—and in the heat of his passion and disappointment he smote 
his brother and slew him.

We are not to think of Cain’s crime as a first-degree mur­
der, deliberately plotted and executed; but rather as “ man­
slaughter.” a crime committed on the spur of the moment and 
under the influence of sharp disappointment. The inspired 
record tells us, “ He was of fthe spirit or disposition of] the 
wicked one, and slew his brother.”  (I John 3:12) He partook 
of the spirit of the wicked one, of Satan’s evil spirit. Satan’s 
spirit was one of ambition and pride. Already highly favored 
of God as one of the highest angels, he was not content with 
his great honors and blessings, but was ambitious, desirous of 
attaining still great _*r influence and power than God had been 
pleased to grant him; and this unlawful ambition obtaining 
control led him not only to rebel against the divine covenant, 
but led him also to become the “murderer”  (John 8:44) of our 
first parents, that thus he might attain control over them,— 
the object of his ambition.

So, for aught we know, Cain may not only have felt the 
chagrin of seeing the younger brother’s offering accepted, but 
may have felt that somehow or other this younger brother 
stood between him and the attaining of his ambitions, and that 
his removal would be a means for the maintenance of his own 
claims and position. How short-sighted was the adversary, 
that he should think to out-general Jehovah, and to exalt him­
self and erect a rival kingdom! Soon Satan’s folly will be 
manifested, when the Lord’s due time shall come, and the one 
who humbled himself in obedience to the Father’s will shall be

exalted to kingly power and authority, and to the position at 
the Father’s right hand in the kingdom of the universe; and 
when the one who attempted the usurpation shall be bound 
and utterly destroyed. And how foolish was Cain’s supposi­
tion that fighting against God would avail him anything, or 
that the destruction of his brother would leave him the heir 
of the promise that the seed of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head! And how similarly foolish are all who foster 
ambition and pride—even in respect to the promises of God. 
How sure it is to lead to the murder-spirit of brother-hatred. 
(I John 3:15) And, on the contrary, how wise are those who 
follow the example of our dear Redeemer, quenching all ambi­
tion in devotion to God and burying pride under love and 
humility. Let us, therefore, as the Apostle exhorts—humble 
ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that lie may exalt 
us in due time, even as he highly exalted our Lord Jesus.— 
1 Pet. 5:5, 6, Phil. 2:5-12.

Had Cain, on tile contrary, yielded to an humble and loving 
spirit, he would have said to his brother Abel, “ My brother, I 
congratulate you, that the Lord has so remarkably accepted 
your offering; I rejoice with you, and now that I have learned 
better what things the Lord is pleased to accept in sacrifice, I 
myself also will hasten to present an offering like yours, and 
I will gladly exchange with you some of the fruit of my 
labors for some suitable sacrifice from your flocks.” And who 
can doubt that Cain’s offering, if brought in this manner, 
would have been accepted of the Lord, as was Abel’s ’  The 
thing lacking was the humble spirit, the spirit of love, without 
which he could not be acceptable with God, nor appreciate his 
privilege of offering the acceptable sacrifice.

This same lesson of the first-born occupying the position 
of favor and opportunity, yet being unworthy and unready to 
use it, is illustrated in Abraham’s sons. First was Islimael. 
who for veais was looked upon as the heir of Abraham and 
the promises made to him, and who continued to so regard 
himself even after Isaac, the child of promise, was born,—  
mocking and persecuting him. Similarly again, Esau, as the 
first-born of Isaac, held the birth-right to the same promise, 
yet not appreciating it rightly, sold it to Jacob for a mess of 
pottage, and then strove to retain it unjustly to himself, and 
was angry with the one who did rightly value it.

The Apostle points out to us (Gal. 4:22-31) that these 
things were allegories or pictures, written aforetime for our 
admonition and instruction, that we through these illustra­
tions might gather the thought that God foreknew and de­
signed that in bringing in the true seed (Christ Jesus, the 
Head, and the church, his body) there should be just such an 
experience as was pictuied in these three illustrations. The 
first seed of promise was Moses and his house, fleshly Israel. 
These were represented in Cain and Ishmael and Esau—not 
that there were no exceptions in the nation of fleshly Israel, 
but that the nation as a whole was thus typified.

Israel, like Cain, considered itself as the first-born and 
heir of the divine promise, and it brought to the Lord an of­
fering of works under its Law Covenant, represented in Cain’s 
offering of the fruits of the ground, the labor of his hands; 
but God did not accept the imperfect works of Israel as satis­
fying unto justification. Israel, like Ishmael, was for years 
recognized as the heir to the Abrahamic promises, and felt ar­
rogant in connection therewith; yet never was the real seed 
of Abraham meant by Jehovah when be made the promise that 
Abraham’s seed should be great and should bless all the fami­
lies of the earth. Nevertheless Israel, like Ishmael. mocked 
at the spiritual Israel, the true heir of the divine favors, and 
persecuted those that were born (begotten) after the spirit. 
Israel, like Esau, had indeed a title to the blessing, as being 
the first-born, and had they appreciated that blessing they 
might indeed have been the heirs of the promise; but failing 
rightly to appreciate it they had more respect and love for 
earthly comforts and advantages than for the spiritual, and 
sacrificed the latter for the former, even as Esau sold his 
birth-right for the mess of pottage. Nevertheless, while not 
highly esteeming the divine favors represented in the promise 
made to Abraham, the natural Israelite at the close of the Jew­
ish age was disposed to claim that promise, and to resent the 
thought that it should pass by them and be given to spiritual 
Israel, represented by Jacob, the second-born. And as Esau’s 
anger was so fierce that Jacob was obliged to flee for his life, 
even so spiritual Israel was put in jeopardy of life by natural 
Israel. The Isaac-class was persecuted by the Ishmael class, 
and the Abel class was slain by the Cain class.

It at first seems strange that God’s favored ones should 
thus appear to be worsted in every instance, and be obliged to 
flee from, or be killed by those whom God rejected. But herein 
is a great spiritual lesson, for we perceive that as the natural 
Israel was represented by Moses and his house, so the spiritual
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Israel is represented by Christ and his house; and we see 
that the very method by which Christ and his followers are to 
gain the victory in this present time is through obedience unto 
God “even unto death”—and that thus being obedient unto 
death, Christ and his church, which is his body, and which 
the apostle assures us is to fill up that which is behind of his 
afflictions (Col. 1:24), become the heirs of the world, the in­
heritors of the promises. Why? Because there can be no 
crushing of the evil one and his power until first of all the 
sacrifice for sm, the ransom-price for the sinner, shall be paid; 
even as there can be no blessing of all the families of the earth 
through the seed of Abraham until, first of all, that Seed of 
Abraham shall have redeemed all the families of the earth by 
offering the sacrifice for sins which God has all along indi­
cated must first be paid, and must include a sacrifice of life 
— for “ without the shedding of blood there is no remission of 
sins.”

Here, then, we may see not only in the plain declarations 
of the New Testament, but in all the shadowy pictures which 
prophesied the same in the Old Testament, that it must needs 
be that Christ (Head and body) shall suffer and be raised 
from the dead before these great and precious promises of the 
Almighty to mother Eve and to father Abraham can have their 
fulfilment.

The position we have here taken will not be disputed by 
any Christian well versed in the Word of God, except, perhaps, 
that some not having studied the subject from this standpoint, 
may at first be unable to see how the church of Christ shares 
with him in all these pictures, and in the great sacrifice, as 
well as in the glorious work to follow. However, careful study 
of the Lord’s Word from this standpoint will assuredly prove 
its correctness; and now we offer in further corroboration, 
the testimony of the Apostle Paul in his Epistle to the Gala­
tians. In chapter 3:16 he points out Christ as the promised 
seed of Abraham, and in verses 27-29 he explains to us that 
all who come into Christ during this age and become members 
of his body, are thus members of the seed of Abraham, and 
heirs with Christ of the promises of God made to Abraham.

Also in Galatians 4-22-31 the Apostle explains in detail 
how Ishmaol represented Israel after the flesh, born of the 
Law Covenant, represented by Hagar, and how, as -,uch, they 
could not be heirs of the Abrahamic Covenant. He then shows 
Christ, the son of the free woman, the Abrahamic Covenant, 
represented by Sarah, and he not only represents the Lord 
Jesus as being the Isaac seed of promise, but in so many words 
declares that the elect church of Christ in this Gospel age is 
also of this Isaac seed, and heirs with Jesus, and, through his 
merit, to all the promises made to Abraham—that they should 
be God’s agency in bringing blessing to all the familie“s of the 
earth. The Apostle’s words are, “ So, then brethren, we are 
not children of the bondwoman [the Law Covenant] but of the 
free [Abrahamic covenant, typified by Sarah]”  “ Stand fast, 
therefore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.”

\\ Inle these pictures and lessons relate chiefly to the 
church as a whole, rather than to each member of it’ as an in­
dividual, nevertheless, individual lessons may be gleaned from 
them also, for altho Cain and Abel, Ishmael and Isaac. Esau 
and Jacob, represented particularly natural Israel and spirit­
ual Israel, we may, nevertheless, find similar characters and 
similar individual conditions today, in the “ tares” and “ wheat” 
of the Gospel church. The tares, like Cain, have the spirit 
of the wicked one, the spirit of ambition and of pride, and as 
a rule they occupy very leading positions in nominal church- 
ianitv. They bring to the Lord offerings, and not without a 
certain form of godliness, yet their hearts are far from the 
attitude which would be pleasing to the Lord, for the offerings 
which they present are of their own works— they come not to 
the Lord solely in the name and merit of the great sacrifice

for sins finished at Calvary, and God cannot accept their of­
ferings.

The wheat class of this Gospel age, corresponding to Abel, 
come before the Lord in greater humility; not trusting in any 
righteousness or works of their own for their acceptance with 
him, they present to him, according to his own appointment, 
the sacrifice of blood— Christ’s sacrifice, and these are accepted 
and God’s favor is manifested to them; but so far from this 
awakening in the tare-class a spirit of contrition, and a desire 
to learn the w-ay of the Lord more perfectly, it seems to 
awaken in them hatred, animosity, chagrin, that they, worldly- 
wise and of worldly influence and fame, should be rivalled and 
outdone in divine favor and acceptance by those that are 
nought in their estimation and from the worldly standpoint. 
And the wheat-class, represented in Abel, must be ready to lay 
down their lives as the price of their fidelity to the Lord. To 
these the Lord speaks individually, saying, “ Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10) 
Their faithfulness is sure to lead to consecration to death, 
which ultimately finishes in literal death; for only by thus 
proving their faithfulness and following the footsteps of their 
Master to the end of the way can they be accepted of the Lord 
to joint-heirship with him.

The persecution of Isaac by Ishmael finds a parallel also 
in the opposition of the tares to the wheat; there is a rivalry 
between the church nominal, which holds the place of influence 
and power, and which ridicules and mocks and persecutes the 
Isaac class. This persecution may not in every instance go so 
far as persecution to death, as in the case of our Lord and 
many of the apostles, and yet it will extend to every member 
of the Isaac class in some manner, even if it be not a more 
severe opposition than that of mocking and speaking evil of
them. But all these things must be endured, and that with 
patience; yea, they may be endured with joy, if we can but 
have the Spirit of our Head, and realize the meaning of these 
oppositions which come to us as they came to him, and of 
which he said, “ If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 
me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
would love his own; but because ye are not of the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
liateth you.” And again, as the Apostle declaies, “The woild 
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” —John 15:18, 19; l 
John 3:1.

In all of these illustrations it is well that we note the 
differences of spirit or disposition, that the haughty, the 
proud, the ambitious and self-confident spirit is the one which 
leads to disappointment, and is not of the Lord; and that 
the humble, teachable, obedient spirit or disposition is that 
which is recognized by the Lord; and in proportion as we are 
seeking, therefore, to make our calling and election sure to 
membership in this spiritual Seed of Abraham, represented in 
Isaac, represented in Jacob, and represented in Abel, let us 
seek to bring to the Lord such sacrifices as he is pleased to 
receive (Heb. 13:16), and to be exercised by such a spirit of 
faith, of trust and of obedience as was manifested by the Head 
of this body, the Lord Jesus. He is our perfect Pattern; he 
walked this way successfully, and has not only opened it for 
us through the merit of his sacrifice, and accepted us as his 
followers in it, but also he has promised us his grace and help 
through the Word and by his Spirit and by his providence all 
the journey through; assuring us that having begun a good 
work in us he is both able and willing to complete it. Let us
then, like him, bring unto the Father the acceptable sacrifices 
of our consecrated lives, made acceptable to the Lord’s altar 
through the atonement sacrifice which our dear Redeemer gave 
on our behalf. Thus we shall at once and always be accepted 
in the Beloved.—Rom. 12:1; 5:1, 2.

JESUS BETRAYED AND FORSAKEN
John 18:1-14.— March 3.

“ The cup which my Father hath
Nothing connected with the Gospel narrative appeals to 

human judgment more forcibly than does its simplicity. The 
fact that the weaknesses and failures and stumblings of the 
apostles themselves are faithfully narrated, and that without 
apologies or excuses or attempts to gloss over the defects, 
shows a sincerity, a truthfulness of intention, very rarely 
found in other writings. Nowhere is this more conspicuous 
than in the present lesson, which records the shameless perfidy 
of Judas, and the weakness of the remaining eleven, who, in 
our Lord’s darkest hour, all forsook him, seeking personal 
safety,—one of them subsequently denying him. The writers 
of the Gospels would have been excusable had they interjected

given me, shall I not drink it?”
explanations and excuses for their course; but the narrative is 
really stronger as it stands, and we are, perhaps, inclined to 
furnish excuses for them which we might have been loath to 
receive had they offered them for themselves.

We note that two of them had swords, and that by our 
Lord’s permission, if not direction (Luke 22:35-38), that it 
might be manifest that he was not overpowered by the high 
priest’s servants, but that he merely yielded himself to ar­
rest. The Apostle Peter probably reasoned that if the Lord 
had directed the bringing of the swords they were for use and 
not ornament, and with commendable courage he drew his 
sword in defense of his Lord against the first of the party who
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attempted to lay hold upon him. The blow was evidently in­
tended for the head, but perhaps was providentially warded 
off so as to injure merely the ear. But what consternation it 
must have brought to Peter and to the others, when the Master 
objected to their using the swords, objected to their defending 
him, and even healed the servant who was smitten! Con­
fronted with such conditions, we can readily see that the 
faithful eleven could do nothing but one of two things— either 
stay with the Master, and, like him, submit to arrest, or flee, 
and thus secure their personal liberty and safety, which the 
Master evidently did not wish to secure on his own behalf.

We can readily imagine that eleven strong men, as they 
were, in the prime of life, even if they had but two swords 
amongst them, could have done considerable damage to the 
band that came to arrest our Lord; but while the excitement 
and activities of a battle inspire courage, to be compelled to 
stand idle and not be permitted to lift a hand in self-defense 
in the presence of an armed enemy, is most discouraging to 
anyone. And the natural tendency of all under such circum­
stances, to flee, was in this instance assisted and accentuated 
by the Master's own suggestion, “Let these go their way.” Un­
der full consideration of the circumstances, therefore, we must 
aoquit the apostles of anything like cowardice, and must say 
that under similar circumstances to theirs few of the Lord’s 
people would know how to do otherwise than flee, as they did.

The band of men whom Judas led out for our Lord’s ar­
rest were not Roman soldiers, but merely under-officers and 
servants from the high priest's household, armed with such 
weapons as they could command, sticks and swords, etc. The 
Roman militaiy authority, represented in Pilate, took no cogni­
zance of Jesus and his work until the next day, when the 
priests, chief rulers, and a multitude of incited servants and 
people, brought him to the tribunal and demanded his execu­
tion.

St. John’s account does not mention the miserable act of 
betrayal by which Judas indicated which one of the twelve 
was Jesus—the betraying kiss, nor our Lord’s words of re­
proof: “ Friend, wherefore art thou come? Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of Man with a kiss?” Judas evidently advanced 
beyond the band to give the salutation, according to prear­
rangement, that he should thus indicate the one they sought.

It is difficult for any noble-minded person to read the ac­
count of Judas’ course without feeling a deep sense of righteous 
indignation—a sense of the baseness of character which could 
thus betray, for thirty pieces of silver, the one whom he rec­
ognized as the noblest of men, whether or not he was sure that 
he was the Messiah. It may not be amiss that we notice here 
that Judas did not reach this depth of iniquity suddenly, but 
rather that the disposition had grown upon him during the 
tlnee years of his intercourse with the Master, when the re­
verse disposition should have had control. At the time when 
he was chosen to be an apostle he evidently was a good man, 
so far as outward appearance at least was concerned; and his 
name, which signifies “Praise,” would seem to indicate that 
his parents had been of a religious cast of mind, and had 
wished, and, so to speak, prophesied of him, that he would be 
a messenger of God to sound forth his praise. And what a 
privilege and opportunity he enjoyed in this direction!

From the meager mentionings of the Gospel records, we 
may reasonably infer that the beginning of his downfall was 
the harboring of a love of money. Instead of rebuking this 
wrong spirit, curbing it, and seeking, on the contrary, to culti­
vate generosity and love and benevolence, he permitted self­
ishness to have more or less control in his heart and life. We 
may surmise that he chose the office of treasurer for the little 
company; whereas, had he been sufficiently alive to his own 
condition his proper course would have been to have refused it, 
realizing that already he had too much love of money, and 
that the handling of the funds might prove a temptation to 
him. But, on the contrary, he sought the office, obtained it, 
carried the hag, and the money that was put therein, and the 
Apostle John tells us that he was a thief. (John 12:6) Tins 
passion for money, like all others of the abnormal propensities 
of our fallen nature, grew stronger and stronger as it was en­
couraged and cultivated, until finally it knew no bounds, and 
he was ready to sell his loving Master, Messiah, for thirty 
pieces of silver.

But while hating such a character, loathing it, despising 
it, and seeking to go as far as possible in an opposite direc­
tion in our own characters, we are not to overlook the fact 
that there are many amongst the Lord’s disciples who, in a 
less degree, commit a crime very similar to that of Judas— 
they sell the Lord, they betray him, while professing to love 
him. True, this cannot be done in the same personal and 
literal way today; but the spirit of it may be seen occa­
sionally, we regret to say; we find some who really believe in

Jesus, some who have consecrated their lives to be his fol­
lowers, some who have been engaged in the ministry of his 
truth, as Judas was there, who are willing to sell the Lord 
for a mess of pottage— for good things of this present life— 
for a salary, for social position, for honor amongst men, for 
popularity, and titles—who are willing to sell even their lips, 
as Judas did, so that, while professing to honor and to serve 
the Lord, they are willing to join with those who misrepre­
sent his character, his plan, his Word— willing to rejoice with 
those who seek to assassinate the Lord. Ah, how well it is 
that each one ask himself the question raised upon the night 
of the Supper, “ Lord, is it I ?” and let none be too ready to ex­
cuse himself, but let each search earnestly his own heart and 
life and conduct, to see that he is not sacrificing in any way 
the truth and the life for any consideration whatsoever.

OUR WAKFARE NOT WITH CARNAL WEAPONS
In telling Peter to put up his sword our Lord inculcates 

a lesson which many of his well-meaning followers since have 
utterly failed to learn. On the contrary, all through the dark 
ages the sword—military power—was invoked and used on be­
half of one party and then another of professed followers of 
Christ; sometimes against unbelievers, but very frequently 
against fellow-professors. The sword has left a bloody mark 
in the church nominal, and has become a cause of offence even 
to some in the world who see how different is such a cource 
from that which our dear Redeemer prescribed for his fol­
lowers. Never was this lesson more needed by nominal 
Christendom than today, when a militant spirit seems to per­
vade all parties and denominations. It is the soldiers of 
professedly Christian nations that today are amongst 
the poor heathen of China, “avenging”  the death of Christian 
missionaries and others. It is these same representatives of 
these so-called Christian nations that are setting such immoral 
examples before the heathen people that by their evil conduct 
they glorify the soldiers of heathen Japan, whose mercy and 
moderation and self-control are universally admitted.

True, blame for what these soldiers may do cannot be 
properly charged upon the cause of Christ. We deny that they 
are Christian nations, and we deny that they are Christian 
soldiers. We claim that the soldiers are “children of this 
world,”  and that they are fighting as representatives of the 
“kingdoms of this world,”  under the “prince of this world.”  
Nevertheless, as we come still closer to the question we find, 
upon apparently good authority, that the government of the 
United States has been appealed to by Christian ministers and 
missionaries to take vengeance upon the Chinese. From the 
accounts in the public press we may infer that the majority 
of the appeals for mercy and moderation have come from nomi­
nally worldly people, and that a majority of the appeals for 
vigorous measures have come from those who nominally are 
ministers, servants, representatives of Jesus, who said to 
Peter, “Put up thy sword into its sheath.”

But here again we must draw the line, and surmise that as 
in olden times the Apostle said, “ They are not all Israel who 
are of Israel,”  so now they are not all true Christians who are 
of Christendom. We must suppose that the Apostle’s words 
are still true, “ If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is 
none of his.”  We must suppose that in proportion as the 
spirit of love and gentleness and meekness is lacking it is a 
good evidence that the person, whatever may be his profes­
sions, is not a minister of Christ, not a minister of the true 
Gospel, but merely a minister of some human denomination 
and some false gospel, which contradicts the truth.

It may not be inappropriate here to notice the general 
spread of a fiery spirit, bitter, vindictive, merciless, amongst 
people professing godliness, and of whom we might reasonably 
expect better things. An evidence of this bitter and fiery spirit 
is seen in the greater prevalence of lynch law in this enlight­
ened country, where all the laws are in the hands of the ma­
jority, and where, therefore, there is no excuse. Accounts of 
these lynchings seem to indicate that there is, deep down in 
the hearts of many people who are apparently moderate and 
well intentioned, a fierce, brutal, savage instinct, which has 
never been transformed by the renewing of their minds by the 
power of the holy spirit. Just what this may lead to in the 
future, it is difficult to say; but it is part of the spirit of an­
archy, which the Scriptures assure us will before long spread 
throughout all Christendom, and result in the great time of 
trouble, so long foretold, in which everything of law and order 
will go down before the angry passions of humanity.

The same intemperance as to thought and feeling is mani­
fest sometimes merely in words, but it is, nevertheless, a piece 
of the same article, and reprehensible. As an illustration of 
this tendency toward immoderate thought and expression, we 
call attention to the extreme and unjustifiable utterance of a 

Methodist bishop, quoted from the New York Sun as follows:
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“ Shall we have Bryan elected? No; a thousand times no! 
I'd rather go to sea with a boat of stone, with sails of lead, 
with oars of iron, with the wrath of God as a gale, and hell 
as a port.”

We should not forget, in defence of the bishop, that this 
language was used during the heat of a political campaign; 
and yet the palliating circumstances are quite insufficient. No 
circumstance, no condition imaginable, should lead any minis­
ter of the Gospel of Christ to use any such language; and we 
point it out now merely as an indication of the trend of our 
times, as being of a piece with the lynching and torturing of 
fellow -creatures, as an indication of the wild ferocity of thought 
which is leading on rapidly and preparing Christendom for 
anarchy, lawlessness, immoderation in all things. Let all of 
Christ's true disciples more and more remember the command 
■it the Master. "Put up thy sword'” "Love your enemies.” "Do 
good unto those who despitefully use you and persecute you.” 

THE CUP WHICH THE FATHER POURS
Our Golden Text is the cream of this whole lesson. It ex­

presses most beautifully, most concisely, most forcefully, the 
principles which underlay our Master’s obedience to the heav­
enly Father, and which enabled him in all things to come off 
conqueror and “oveicomer;” and all who are seeking to fol­
low in the footsteps of Jesus, to be his disciples in deed, will 
do well to ponder the thought expressed in these words: “The
cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?” The 
thought is clear: It is that he recognized the circumstances
and conditions in which he found himself, as being not of 
those of his own making, nor yet those made for him by his 
enemies. He recognized the divine supervision of all of his af­
fairs. and knew that nothing could possibly come upon him ex­
cept as the Father would permit; and because the Father had 
so arranged it, had poured out this cup for him, therefore it 
was his duty on liis part to drink it.

We would not undertake to say that the Lord’s people 
should neier look for ways of escape from impending trials

and difficulties; for we have the Lord's promise to this effect, 
that he will not suffer us to be tempted above that we are 
able to endure, but will with the temptation provide a way of 
escape from those features of it which would be beyond the 
possibility of endurance. When, therefore, we feel that our 
submission to evil has about reached its climax, where succor 
must come or we must utterly fall, that is the time for us to 
look about us to see what way of escape the Lord is opening 
for us. But we are to be sure that the way of escape which 
we take is not of our own, but of the Lord’s provision; for if 
we should run away from duty and trial and testing in one 
place, it would merely be to fall into other trials and testings, 
perhaps severer, in another quarter. We are to know in ad­
vance that trials, difficulties, persecutions, slanders, are all a 
part of the portion which the Father has poured out, not only 
for the Head of the body, but also for all the members. We 
are therefore to be prepared to endure hardness as good sol­
diers; not fleeing, but courageously accepting as of the Lord’s 
providence whatever he may permit to come to us, unless we 
shall see a reasonable, proper, honorable way of escaping from 
it, which will not be in violation of our covenant, nor in vio­
lation of any law of righteousness.

No other lesson, perhaps, is more needed by the Lord’s fol­
lowers than the one of willingness to drink the cup which the 
Father pours—a recognition that the Father is guiding and di­
recting in our affairs because we are his, as members of the 
body of the Anointed One. In these respects the consecrated 
children of God occupy a very different position from the 
world, with whom the Father is not dealing as sons, who are 
not on trial for glory, honor and immortality, and for whom, 
consequently, he is not now pouring cups of trial, testing, 
endurance, etc. “The cup which we drink, is it not the com­
munion of the blood of Christ?”— a share in his sufferings’  “ If 
wre suffer with him we shall also reign with him; if we be 
dead with him we believe that we shall also live with him.”

LONGING FOR
As pants the hart for water brooks,

So pants my soul for thee!
O, when shall I behold thy face,

When wilt thou call for me?

How oft at night I turn my eyes 
Toward my heavenly home,

And long for that blest time when thou,
My Lord, shalt bid me, “ Come!”

And yet I know that only those 
Thy blessed face shall see,

Whose hearts from every stain of sin 
Are purified and free.

HOME
And O, my Master and my Lord,

I know I ’m far from meet 
With all thy blessed saints in light 

To hold communion sweet.

I know that those who share thy throne 
Must in thy likeness be,

And all the Spirit’s precious fruits 
In them the Father see.

Lord, grant me grace more patiently 
To strive with my poor heart,

And bide thy time to be with thee,
And see thee as thou art!

___ —G. W. S eibebt.

“YE HAVE CONDEMNED THE JUST ONE”
M a t t . 26:57-68.— M arch  10.

“ Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living Cod.”—Matt. 16:16.
Caiaphas filled the office of high priest at the time of our 

Loid’s condemnation It was he who had already expressed 
nim-elf to the effect that it was “ expedient that one man 
should die for the nation, that the whole people should not 
pen-h” (John 11-50; 18-14), thus illustrating how God may 
at times use the thoughts and intentions of wicked men to ex­
press prophetically profound truths. It was indeed expe­
dient not only for the Jews, but also for the whole world, that 
a ran so in should be given for Adam and his race, to the in­
tent that they might be released from divine condemnation and 
ultimately he gianted an opportunity for return to divine 
faioi and life everlasting.

But so far as Caiaphas was concerned, he was probably 
thinking only of human expediency. He perceived the growing 
interest of the multitudes in Jesus of Nazareth. He realized 
that e\en the most learned of the scribes and Pharisees were 
no match for Jesus in doctrine and logic, and that the teach­
ings of Jesus were so opposed to his own and the general tra­
ditions of Judaism that their acceptance must mean a relig­
ious revolution. This, he reasoned, would mean the loss of the 
prestige of the nation with the Romans, and the abrogation 
of all the rights and privileges accorded to them. So far as 
Caiaphas was concerned, his mind, his judgment, was already 
made up in respect to Jesus, and he merely sought opportunity 
to carry it into effect—to kill him. But being outwardly and 
nominally a religious man and a representative of justice, he

felt constrained, so far as possible, to put the murder of Jesus, 
which he felt to be a necessity for the public good, in the 
light of an act of justice.

Caiaphas evidently was the ringleader in the conspiracy 
against Jesus. It was he and his associates who bargained 
with Judas; it was the underpriests and under-officers of his 
court and household and his servants who had been sent with 
Judas to arrest our Lord in the night, when he would be away 
from the multitudes; and we may presume that it was by his 
orders that our Lord was taken first to Annas, the father-in- 
law of Caiaphas, a man of great influence amongst the Jews, 
who had previously been high priest, and whose term of office 
had not yet expired, according to Jewish custom, altho their 
conquerors had forced a change in this respect, and had ap­
pointed Caiaphas chief priest instead of Annas. The sending 
of Jesus to Annas was evidently intended to secure his sanc­
tion to his arrest and trial, and the influence which that would 
imply.

When the band appeared before Annas he questioned Jesus 
respecting his teachings, etc., but he did not attempt a trial 
of the case, not having the authority. When our Lord re­
fused to answer the questions, and referred Annas to those 
that had heard him, he was merely following the judicial 
course, and suggesting to Annas the propriety of not depart­
ing from the law in the examination of a prisoner. Annas 
signified his assent to the arrest by not reproving it or de-
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manding his release, but sending the prisoner bound to Caia- 
phas,— thus saying by implication, I agree in your course 
that this man should be arrested and should be tried as a 
dangerous character,— dangerous to our theories and institu­
tions.

Caiaphas had already the sympathetic cooperation of many 
of the leading Jews, especially of the priests, some of whom 
were in the “ band.” We may presume that the time during 
which the prisoner was taken to the house of Annas was oc­
cupied in despatching other messengers in various directions, 
to notify the members of the Council—the Sanhedrin—that the 
disturber of their peace had been arrested, and to assemble for 
his trial. It was probably about two o’clock in the morning 
that Jesus was brought before Caiaphas. The Jewish law for­
bids the trial of a prisoner between sunset and sunrise, and 
any verdict secured during the unlawful hours would have 
been invalid, illegal. Nevertheless, the chief priest was anxious 
to have his case well in hand by sunrise, and to hasten as 
much as possible the death of the prisoner, which he had al­
ready determined upon. The matter of the trial was a mere 
farce anyway, but he would see what evidence he could lay be­
fore the Sanhedrin at sunrise, and hence he immediately and il­
legally began the examination of Jesus, calling for witnesses.

No doubt it had been freely stated that Jesus had an­
nounced his Messiahship, altho we know that this was not the 
case so far as the Gospel narratives show. He had been very 
guarded in his remarks in public, and even amongst his chosen 
twelve disciples he had not announced himself freely, but had 
first drawn from Peter the declaration of our Golden Text, 
“Thou art the Christ [Messiah], the Son of the living God.”  
Jesus merely acknowledged that Peter had stated the truth, 
and that he had been guided in the statement by the holy 
spirit. When, therefore, Caiaphas sought witnesses even on 
this point he found none capable of giving satisfactory testi­
mony. One witness who thought he had something of impor­
tance gave a somewhat garbled account of our Lord’s words re­
specting the Temple; but when they sought a seoond witness 
to corroborate this they could not find one who would testify 
exactly the same, and the Jewish Law required at least two 
witnesses in any such trial.

Exasperated at his poor success in securing testimony, 
Caiaphas determined to try a different plan, and an illegal one 
— to excite his prisoner so that he would make some incrimi­
nating confession. Therefore he rose up, and with a manifes­
tation of indignation, and to give the effect that very damag­
ing testimony had been given, he asked the prisoner if he had 
not heard the testimony against him, and if lie had nothing 
to say in self-defence Our Lord made no response; he was 
not them to defend himself, and if he had been there was no 
need of defence. There was nothing criminal in what he had 
said respecting tile Temple, even if it had been testified by a 
dozen witnesses. Caiaphas was foiled, but being a shrewd 
man he quickly changed his tactics, and affecting to wonder if 
indeed the claims of Messiah might be true he put Jesus under 
oath, saying, “ I adjure thee [I put thee under oath] in the 
name of the living God; tell us whether thou be the Messiah, 
the Son of God.”

Our Lord was not bound to answer this question, which he 
well knew would be used to incriminate him as a blasphemer. 
Nevertheless, he was not seeking to avoid death, but had al­
ready determined that the cup which the Father had given 
him was to be drunk, and hence he answered saying, accord­
ing to John, “ Thou hast said”—you have stated the truth; or, 
according to Mark, “ Jesus said, I am”—the Messiah, the Son 
of God. He followed this with a declaration that those who 
there witnessed his humiliation and mock trial should in due 
time recognize him as the honored of God, sitting down at the 
right hand of the majesty on high, and to be revealed in the 
clouds of heaven as the great Judge, the Messiah.

Caiaphas could not hope to have a clearer expression, nor 
anything that would come nearer justifying his predetermined 
verdict of guilty of blasphemy, and hence with a mock ex­
pression of righteous indignation he tore his “ simla” or upper 
garment, exclaiming, Blasphemy! We have heard blasphemy! 
Then, appealing to the members of the Council present, who 
were already m sympathy with the murderous procedure, he 
enquired whether or not they were satisfied with the evidence, 
and, as pre-arranged, they agreed that this was a clear case of 
blasphemy, and that Jesus was worthy of death.

Dr. C. H. Plumptre has well said: “No other words in the
whole Gospel records are more decisive against the views of 
those who would fain see in our Lord only a great moral 
teacher, like Socrates or Sakva Mouni. At the very crisis of 
his history, when denial would have saved his life, he asserts 
his claim to be more than this, to be all that the most devout 
Christians have ever believed him to be.” The most devout

Christians are those who believe our Lord’s own words with­
out distorting them,— that he was with the Father before the 
world was; that the Father had sent him into the world to 
be its Redeemer; that “never man spake like this man;” and 
that he was different from all other men, in that “he was holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners”— that the life of 
the man Christ Jesus was unblemished and from above. But 
the most devout Christians in all ages have avoided claiming 
for Jesus what some of the less devout Christians have claimed 
for him, but what he never claimed for himself; viz., that he 
was his own Father, Jehovah.

The most devout Christians have believed the words of 
Jesus, whom he said, “The Father is greater than I ; ” and, "As 
the Father hath sent me, so send I you.” They recognize the 
oneness between the Father and the Son as being, not a one­
ness of person, but a oneness of heart, of mind, of purpose, ac­
cording to our Lord’s own declaration in his prayer for his 
people, when he said, “ I pray for them . . . .  that they may 
be one, as we are [one].” (John 17:11) The most devout 
Christians acknowledge that the only one, “ the man Christ 
Jesus,”  was the perfect representation of the Heavenly Father, 
so that he who saw the Son (who was the express image of 
the Father’s person) saw the Father also,— in the only way 
in which it would be possible for mankind to see "the invisible 
God,”  “ whom no man hath seen nor can see,” but whom the 
Only Begotten of the Father hath revealed to men perfectly. 
— John 1:18.

Thoughtful and intelligently devout Christians, when 
they examine the words of our Lord in this connection, can see 
nothing in them whatever to the effect that our Lord Jesus 
here contradicted the other plain statements of his testimony, 
but rather they find it in full conformity. Nor did the Jews 
for one moment think that our Lord meant that he was the 
heavenly Father. This was not the question asked: they had 
no expectation that Messiah would be Jehovah, but Jeho­
vah’s representative, and agent, the Son of God, “The Messen­
ger [servant] of the Covenant, whom ye delight in.” (Mai. 
3:1) The charge of blasphemy against our Lord was based 
upon his claim of being a Son of God— not the Father him­
self. The charge was made on a previous occasion (John 
10:29-36), when the accusers expressly declared his crime was 
that of calling himself a son of God;—that thus he was plac­
ing himself on a parity with God, as being of the same kind or 
nature. On that occasion Jesus answered their quibble by 
quoting them from the Psalms, where all of the Lord’s conse­
crated people, the Gospel church, are called “ sons of God,” and 
he pointed out to them that he merely claimed the same title 
that was there freely given to those who would come into that 
relationship, through justification of faith, whereas he him­
self had always been a Son of God in full harmony with the 
Father.*

When this session of the Sanhedrin, or court, broke up it 
was to wait until sunrise, when the formal meeting took 
place, and the verdict of blasphemy would be reaffirmed, and 
thus have the semblance of legality. (Matt. 27:1) Meantime 
our Lord stood bound in the high priest’s palace court for 
probably three hours, and it was during this interim that the 
high priest’s servants, etc., took occasion to show their sympa­
thy with the great ones by abusing the prisoner. Some spat 
upon him; others smote him with their hands and with 
sticks, and in general displayed their littleness and mean­
ness. A favorite diversion with them seems to have been, 
after blindfolding him, to smite him and enquire whether or 
not he were prophet enough to name liis tormentor. All these 
things our Lord endured, so far as the record shows, without 
a murmur. He accepted this all as a part of the cup which 
the Father had prepared for him; and the Apostle, evidently 
referring partly to these experiences, says, “ Consider him who 
endured such contradictions of sinners against himself, lest 
ye be weary and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet re­
sisted unto blood.” (Heb. 12-3, 4) If we refuse the cup the 
Father prepares for us it will only return to us later perhaps 
with a more bitter draught- and if avoided entirely we can­
not have share with our Lord in the glory, honor and immor­
tality for which the trying experiences now permitted are our 
preparation.

The servant is not above his Lord, and if they have smitten 
and spit upon and buffeted the Master, none of the servants 
should be surprised or complain if they should have some­
what similar experiences. And when such things come to 
them while in the line of duty they are to esteem them as our 
Lord did, part of the cup which the Father has prepared, and 
they are to endure them without murmuring; on the contrary,

* For a treatise of this subject, and of the expression, “ Son of 
Man,”  see M i l l e n n i a l  D a w n ,  Y o l  V., Chap 6
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its the Apostle suggests, they may give thanks that they aie 
counted worthy to suiter some ot the reproaches of Christ.— 
Col. 1 24. 2 'inn. 1:18; 2 :3 , Jas. 5:11.

lint the Apostle mges, "Let none of you suiter as an evil- 
doei noi as it busy body in othei men’s matters.” If suffering 
should come upon iis justly for our faults, we could not gloiy 
m it. hut nithci be ashamed; but if any man sutler as a 
t lui'ti.in let him not be ashamed— if he suiter for the tiuth’s 
sake, loi i ighteoii'iiess' sake. It may be urged by some that

sufferings cannot come now, in our enlightened day, and when 
the name of Jesus is popular; but, we answer: Yes; it is
still true, as the Apostle said, "Whosoever will live godly m 
Christ Jesus shall sutlei persecution.” Many now claim the 
name of Jesiis who know not Jesus nor the Father, and who 
hive not his ISpiiit. just as many at that time delighted in the 
name of Mo-is, and sat in lus seat as doctois of the Law, yet 
knew not, appreciated not, the law of Moses and the law of 
Cod.— 1 Pet. 4-15, 10; 2 Tim. 3-12.

INTERESTING QUESTIONS ANSWERED
(Jut si,on.— I see it is join view that the 144,000 sealed 

I Ue\ 7i me Spmtiial Isiael, "the true Israel of God,” foie- 
known to linn from the beginning, the predestinated ‘ 'Abra­
ham s Seed” which shall in due time bless the vvoild. (Gal.
.! 20) J see too that you view it as a literal number, claim­
ing that all the numbos of ltevelation are hteial. But let me 
impine. Would not such a view overthrow the hopes of those 
who live today 7 Could we suppose that the entue Gospel age, 
with its leputed millions of maitj'is, has not secured the 144,- 
000 long ago7

-liisMir— It would be a great mistake to suppose that the 
millions ol nun ly is. Catholic and Piotestant, ueie all "ovei- 
eonieis,"— "saints'’ m the Scnptural sense. In a vast rna- 
|oi itv of cases the piinciple fought for, and suffered for, was 
rlnelly hbei hj Politics, too, lay at the foundation ot much 
of the lmtihery Note m another column how a bishop be- 
nime so eveited m oui own day as to declare himselt willing 
lather to go to hell than see a political opponent elected 
Many, too, would go to death fiom pnde.— lather than yield 
after having taken their stand.

When we think of the tact that a membership in this 
“ loyal pi icsthood" implies a full, living self-sacrifice lo the 
Lord and his cause, anil the attainment, while sacrificing, of 
the flints ot the spnit— meekness, gentleness, long-suilering. 
bjotheily kindness— Love, we latliei wonder that so many as 
144 0110 could be found in the past neaily nineteen centime'. 
And it is of those who iiiltnate these giaecs, and attain them 
in then h< <u Is (even it they cannot always exercise tluin a ' 
fully as tbeyr could desiie in tlieii flesh) that the Apostle dc- 
claics "If ye do these thmqs ye shall never fall, but so [do­
ing | an entiancc shill be ministered unto you abundantly' into 
the cveila ting Kingdom ot our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Chi is t"—2 Pet 1 -A ll.

Oui confidence is in God,—that lie knew exactly’ how long 
this Gospel age should be to gather the “elect” class: and
that lie will get the exact number of “ jewels,”  the “ little 
flex k ’ within the appointed time, befoie “ the times of the. Gen­
tiles" mu out— See also our issue of April 1, 1890, page 67.

(Juistion— We me all making considerable effort, through 
the volunteer win k and otherwise, to present the truth to 
othei s, and thiough the W atch  T ower we learn that the 
numbeis of interested ones are continually increasing, and the 
intimation is that still further increase may’ be expected. Now, 
the question is. How does this harmonize with the presenta­
tions of Mu r exniat, P avvx to the effect that the general call 
has ceased since 1881, and that altlio the door to the high call­
ing is not yet closed, it could not be entered except by those 
whom the Lord will admit to take the place of some who have 
failed to i omply with the terms of their covenant— to make 
their calling and election sure.

.1 nstre) —We understand that in 1881 a considerable num­
ber of justified pei sons had made a consecration to the Lord, 
but had not y’et been proven— how' many’ , of course, we cannot 
judge. Suppose, for instance, that the number were 50,000. 
and suppose that only one-half of that number would eventu­
ally be of the overcoming class- it would mean that gradually 
25,000 would have their names blotted out of the Lamb’s book 
of life, and the crowns once apportioned to them no longer 
i minted as theirs. In oidei to give all of these consecrated 
ones a full opportunity it might be a number of y’ears before 
any considerable number of them would be thus rejected, and 
the admission of others to take their places would be cone- 
spondinglv gradual We are to remember, too, that of those 
vi ho entei to take their places probably not more than one- 
half would be overeomers—which would make 12,500 more to 
be admitted, and of these probably not more than one-half 
would be overeomers. which would mean that more than 6000 
additional ones must be brought in; and so on We think 
it not unreasonable that a considerable time has been left 
for many of the consecrated ones to note the tendency of the 
nominal chinch and her fallen condition spiritually, and to 
be tested thereby as laspects their love for righteousness and 
theii hatred of iniquity—tlieii devotion to the Lord and to

the principles of his Word, and their opposition to injustice, 
untiuth, unrighteousness. Meantime, the truth, under the 
Lord’s providence, has been going hither and thither thiough- 
out the civilized world, coming in contact with nearly all the 
consecrated, we may piesume, and becoming more or less of a 
test to them. Some have gradually accepted it; others con­
secrated are, no doubt, still weighing the matter. Still others 
have probably sided against what they know to be the truth, 
because of love for the world or popularity or other selfish 
consideiations. The testing of these cannot be expected to 
continue long. The light is growing so strong on the one side, 
anil the daikness so strong on the other, that any who aie 
unable to make up their minds lespectmg their pioper posi­
tion would thereby- be showing themselves to be unworthy to 
be classed as “overeomers” and joint-heirs with Christ in the 
kingdom. We may leasonably expect, therefoie, that quite a 
good many places in the Lamb’s book of life will be declared 
vacant and new names be written therein to complete the elect 
number. To our understanding the ones thus iavoied of the 
Lord will be persons fully consecrated to him. and we would 
esteem it probable that such would eailv be In ought m con 
tact with present tiutli for their ripening as wheat for the 
garner, anil the heaity' acceptance ot pioscnt truth bv such ns 
are fully consecrated to the Lord and to lav down then lives 
in his service would, we esteem, be m the natuie of an evidence 
of then acceptance to the high calling We would not undei 
stand that a knowledge of the truth without consociation 
would be an evidence m this dneetion, believing that many 
can see much that is reasonable in restitution, etc, who have 
never made a covenant with the Loid. We would believe, how 
ever, that none can appreciate deep tilings of God except by 
the holy Spirit— 1 Cor. 2:9, 10, 14.

Question—What is the Christian’s robe, of which the Apos­
tle sav s that it should be kept "without blemish7' — F.pli 
5 :27 ’ ‘

Ansurr.—We understand it to be the wedding garment 
mentioned by our Lord in one of his parables It represent' 
the righteousness of Christ imputed to his consecrated follow­
ers who are invited to sutler with him, and also to reign 
with him. Otherwise it is called justification by faith—oui 
imputed or reckoned righteousness in Christ, through which 
we have a standing and acceptance with the Fathei. and are 
permitted to enter into covenant relationship with him and 
thus to become “heirs of God, joint-hen s with Ji-sie ( 'hi ist 
our Lord, if so be that we suffer with him.”—Rom 8.17.

In the representation of the bride-class m Psalm 45, the 
church, as the King’s daughter, is represented as presented at 
the marriage in this clean linen robe, liclily embroidered—the 
embroidery, we believe, representing the development of char­
acter on the part of all the faithful. The robe is the basis of 
any good works that we can perform, and even then before 
we can accomplish anything we must have and must follow 
the pattern given us by our Lord.

This garment, if it would be a wedding garment, must be 
spotless, clean and white— “ without spot, or w’rinkle. or any 
such thing.” (Eph. 5:27) In James 1:27, the Apostle urges 
us to keep ourselves unspotted from the world, which implies 
a possibility of having our robe of Christ’s righteousness 
spotted. This does not Fignifv that anything we could do 
could destroy the work of Christ, or make of none effect his 
sacrifice for sins, nor blemish it. The robe signifies that share 
of Christ’s merit which has be^n freely appropriated to us by 
him with the Father’s consent. If, through receiving of the 
spirit of the world, we blemish or sully this wedding garment 
we shall be unfit to be of the bride class, and be rejected; and 
y-et we might say that in our present imperfect condition and 
many unfavorable surroundings and besetments it would be 
a miiaele if we should never come so closely m contact with 
evil as to spot our garment or wrinkle it.— Compare Jude 23; 
Rev 3 :4; 16:15.

However, we find that God’s gracious provision in Christ is 
not only that our Lord Jesus’ sacrifice was a sufficient one for 
all of our imperfections of the past, prior to our acceptance
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