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reign of the samts cannot be properly said to begin betore all
the "“jewels” have been gathered, nor before ‘““the times of the
Gentiles” end, in 1914, Nor is 1t said that their reign will
he no longer than a thousand years. After the thousand
vears' 1eign Satin <hall be loosed and the above trial <hadl
ensues but the reign of Christ and the church will evidently
continue long enough after the thousand years to destroy all
found unworthy i that final test and to thu< complete the
work for which this reign 1s instituted ;—for, as expressed by
the Apo-tle, “He must vergn 1277 he hath put all encmies nnder
his feet. And when all things shall be subdued unto
hun {=ome hy conversion and <ome by destruction], then shall
the Son himsett e subject unto fnm fthe Fatheo| 7
WHO CONSTITUTE ‘‘THE HOUSEHOLD OF FAITH''?

Question - O Lord conimands ns to do good, “especially
10 the nousehold of faith ™ Who constitute this houschold —ouly
the conseerated <«amts” O dees it anclude also the justified
clasa, come of whom have not vet reached the position of
sanetification o entite (on~caration’
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Answer—We understand that the church of Christ, as
viewed from the divine standpoint, and as addressed in the
Seriptures, includes only “the sanctified in Christ Jesus;”-—
those who have taken the step of justification through faith
and, additionally, the second step of consecration to the Lord.

But “the household of faith” takes in a much larger num-
ber—all who have faith in the Lord as their Redeemer from
sin and its penalty,—all who are trusting in the precious
blood of Christ, and seeking in any degree 1o be in harmony
with the Lord and his rules of righteousness. The loving
interest and care of all the “saints” (the consecrated) is to
be exercised, not only toward each other, but also especially
toward these memhers of the household of faith who are sup
posed to be under “instruction in rvighteousness,” helping them
forward to take the position of full consecration and become
rechonedly dead to the world, and new creatures in Christ
Jesus, risen with him, to walk in newness of lite and to be
come his joint-heirs in the promised kingdom.
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Many o1 the hord's dear people deeply anterested in
present trathe sie quite sofated, and have comparatnely little
opporfungty ter learmmg or the general progiees of the eause,
except as they may mter ot ftom oceastoral remarks in these
colamns  Tlese and we trust all ot the Warair ToweR read-
ers, will be tooking wiile ecpectaney for this aeport, that

they  may  thus hawve  wvenrate information respecting  the
worle which nterests us e than ¢fl else in the world he-

stifes- the ok v whie b each accondimg to his Tove, zeal and
ety s contrhated ety fineneradly or throagh the
cacnl ton of Dtaatore, or otherwise,

Yeare alad to think of vou a- Ieoking for and intere-ted
m {his 1eport, and give thanks to our Lord that by his giace
so favorable a showing can he made, indeed, the grand totals
for the year actonish us 1or altho we have been aware that
gredter etforts than ever wepe put forth, we were not aware,
until the caleulations were tooted up, to what extent the vear
prt hiwd transcended every previous year of this harvest-
time 10 our mutual <ervice ot the truth and in the evidences of
unod results attaaned.  We are sure that our friends will
be astonished, as they read the reports we buave to offer: as-
tonished, first of all, that a company of the Lord’s people
0 poor in this worlld's woods, as those who embrace pres-
ent {ruth generally  are, should contribute to the extent
our Report shows, and that without beine “dunned,” urged,
or vien requested 1o giver—nerely upon the 1nformation
that an opporiunity tor thus engagng in the Lord’s service
18 open to sueh - are able and willing to ~crve in this
manner.  The astonishment will he doubled when it is seen
how great a work, under the lLord's blessing, has heen accom-
plished with this comparatively small sum of money, which,
amongst the nonunal churches, would he cornsidercd only sufii-
cient to pay the salanies of a few oflicers, and practically ac-
complish nothing m the way of propaganda.

And our astonishment ~t1ll incireases as we reflect that the
eireulation ot this amount of hiterature, accompanied by this
amount of “Pilgiim” preaching, ete., supporting the most
rlorious message that could pos<sibly be heralded to mankird,
shows so meagre 1csults; that so few have cars to hear and
eyes to see these things which enrapture our hearts. Let us,
however. refleet that our Lord informs us that his “elect” will
he but a “little flock”—and in it not many great, mighty or
wise; but chiefly the poor of this world, rich in faith, The
comparatively small results of our efforts to reach the ripe
“wheat” 1 Babylon convinee wus, all the more, that the
“wheat” 1s very scarce in comparison with the “tares;” that
we are living 1n the time of which the Apostle declares that
the church nominal will have itching cars, and be turned away
from the truth, turned to fables, and respecting which our
Lord said, “When the Son of Man cometh shall he find the
faith on the carth?” implying that it would be difficult to
find —2 Tim. 4-3; Luke 18:8.

True, the results may be more than we can at present
diccern: for we can e-timate the widening influences of the
truth chiefly by the growth of the Warecr TowrRr subscription
lists«  Thee <how conwiderable growth for the year—but not
nearly <o much as we had hoped for: and our offer of credit.
and of special terms to the poor, should bring to our lists
the names of all who have “tasted that the Lord is gracious”
and are hungering and thirsting for his righteousness. We

can only hope that an uunder-cuirent of influcnee 15 moving, ot
which we have little outward manifestation: and that in the
Lord’s own time and way during this “barvest” all of the true
‘wheat” will be reached and ripened and gainered.
THE COLPORTEUR BRANCH OF THE SERVICE

We give this department of the work the first place in
the Report, considering that those who aie enzaged in it are
doing the work of evangelists, and remembering that the
Lord huas specially blessed thiz service to the 1caching ot
many who are now rejoicing in the light now ~hining npon the
Word. We can think of no branch of the woik in this harvest
that more nearly corresponds to the style ol -ervice instituted
by our Lord in the Jewish harvest, than doces the colporteur
wolk. The colporteurs usually go in couples, as the twelve
apostles, and afterward the =eventy, went forth,—from town
to town and city to ecity. ILake them, also, they go from
house to house, and likewise their message is, *“The kingdom
of heaven is at hand! The time i fulfilled; repent, and be
lieve the good tidings Going in this manner into all the
homes of the civilized world, these colportenr brethren and
aisters have opportunities for finding the truth-hungiy as well.
perhaps better, than if the pulpits of the land were open to
them, and they all are competent to give able discourses upon
the divine plan. Because in such a case they would be able
either to preach but few discourses. or else to rcach com
paratively few hearers: whereas each ecolporteur can reach
more than an average church audience every week; and with
those whom he can interest he leaves reading matter repre
centing many discourses, npon which the reader may feed for
months. VWhere enough interest may mnot be awakened to
lead to a purchase of the books, a tract is left, which some
times bears good fruitage; and even tho some who purchase
may neglect and fail to read at the iime, experience shows
us that the books thus scattered are often blessed of the
Lord to the reaching of others, and sometimes years after,
under more favorable conditions, the purchaser may also be
blessed tbrough conditions, the purchaser may also be blessed
through them.

You will be pleased to learn that the sale of the Dawns
and booklets during the year (chiefly through the colporteurs:
was as follows:—

19

In the English language 84,251
In the German language 9.137
In the Scandinavian tongues 6,712
In the French langnage (estimated) 543
Total 100.643
BoorLETS:
English 39,047
Foreign language- 1,323
Total ... viiiiiiiiiii i 40,370

It should be remembered that altho we endeavor to keep
this branch of the work on a self-supporting basi-, it nev-
ertheless comes short of this, by reason of the faet thot our
wholesale prices are very low: in the case of the foieign
tranc<lations considerably less than cost.

We feel sure that this showing will greatly encourage
the dear brethren and sisters who are giving their lives in
this department of the Harvest work; and we trust that it will
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act as an incentive to others who have been contemplating
engaging in this work—to lead such of them as are of good
address and without family and financial encumbrances, to
give themselves freely to this evangelistic work. It is a de-
partment which the Lord has greatly owned and blessed;
1t is a preaching of the Word in a most practical manner,,
likely to leave a lasting 1mpress; one which will undoubtedly,
we believe, bring forth much fruitage during the great time
of trouble, as well as serving to find and to perfect those
of the Lord’s saints who shall be accounted worthy to escape
those things coming upon the world. We will be glad to hear
from, and to co-operate with all who desire to enter this
branch of the service. Write to us freely of your wishes,
hopes, difficulties, etc., in respect to this, and we will do what
we can to open the way before you. There is still plenty of
room for the work in this land as well as in Great Britain.
The fields are white for the harvest, and the laborers are few;
and if we are praying for laborers let us see that we are do-
ing what we can to fulfil our own petitions.

Some who cannot give their entire time to colporteuring
are doing valiantly in their spare moments and hours; for in-
stance, one dear brother, an architect, not slothful in his
business, is nevertheless so fervent in spirit and in serving the
Lord that during the past six months he has disposed of 650
copies of the DAWN to mechanics and tradesmen with whom his
husiness brings him in contact. Others have less opportunities.
but the same zeal, and are doing what they can;—some by
giving, some by loaning, some by selling the literature. We
rejoice that in any and all of these ways there is an oppor-
tunity for all of the Lord’s dear flock to show their love for
the truth, and their zeal in laying down their lives for the
brethren still in Babylon and darkness,

THE ‘‘VOLUNTEER’’ WORK

All who labor for the truth do so of their free will and
without compensation, and hence might properly be termed
volunteers: under this head we might include in a general way
all the efforts that have been put forth during the year in the
way of free circulation of WarcH TOWER literature, bearing on
the harvest themes—but the special use of the word with us
has been confined to a particular feature of this free dis-
tribution; viz., that done systematically at or near churches
at the time of their dismission on Sundays.

This Sunday church-distribution by those who volunteered
for the service was begun in 1899, and reached good pro-
portions and accomplished good results that year, and was
continued during the past year with excellent effc 't. When we
speak of results we have chiefly in mind that which is within
our power, and not the ultimate results, of which no man can
now know, and which time alone will show. The results, so
far as the distribution of the Volunteer WarcH TOWER was
concerned, were a success, large numbers being circulated in
all parts of this country and in Great Britain. In handing
literature to church attendants we had no thought whatever
that they were all going into the hands of saints; but we do
hope that some of them reached the hands of the Lord’s con-
secrated people; and we still believe that it would be difficult
to find a more effective way of reaching this class than by
reaching the church-goers. In proportion to the circulation we
cannot say that we have had large returns; on the contrary,
they have been small, so far as letters, Warca Tower sub-
seriptions, etc., are concerned. But in various ways we
learn that they are making an impression upon the minds and
hearts of many of those who have received them and who,
while not ready to accept and endorse, nevertheless have been
influenced by what they have read, and to some extent brought
nearer to the truth and are better prepared for further in-
struction in the right way, when the Lord in due time may
again send it to them.

We incline to think that the greatest blessing of all in
connection with this part of the work has come to those
who engaged in it as “volunteers,” and who, all over the
country, numbered hundreds. These have repeatedly testi-
fied that no part of their Christian experience had ever been
more helpful to them in the development of true character,
in committing them fully to the Lord and to his truth and to
his service; making them strong in him,—“not ashamed to
own his name, nor to defend his cause.” Those who have
had the opportunity to emngage in this work, and who have
allowed the “fear of man which bringeth a snare” to hinder
from engaging in it, and thus being ministers of the true
Gospel, and co-workers with the great Chief Reaper in this
harvest-time, have missed a great deal-—how much they may
never know in the present life, unless some further opportunity
for the Volunteer work should occur and they should then
engage in it and ascertain how great the blessing and char-
acter-development they have already missed.
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The friends in various quarters who have engaged in this
work during the past two years, are writing us hoping that
the Lord may open the opportumity for further velunteer serv-
ice during the coming year, beginning early in the spring.
The evidence 1s that where the entire comnpany of the Lord’s
people at any point have entered into the work a great spirit-
ual blessing has resulted. We will bear their requests in
mind, and see what can be done as respects a future service
for the soldiers of the Cross.

The total number of Volunteer issue of the WATcH TOWER
circulated during the year was 948,459.

ORAL PREACHING—‘‘PILGRIM’’ DEPARTMENT

It is not long since this department was inaugurated, and
yet, as this Report shows, it has already reached considerable
proportions. While we are in direct contact with the Lord’s
people through correspondence by mail, it became evident to
us about four years ago that i1f competent brethren could
visit amongst the little groups of those who have come 1nto
present truth through the ministry of the printed page, they
could be of great service and encouragement to them; and at
the same time might through public meetings be able to reach
and further interest many who were already partially in-
terested through the printed page and through private con-
versation, ete. These traveling oral preachers we designate
“‘pilgrims,” because they are nearly always on the go, their
stops with the various little groups or churches being very
brief (two or three days, as may seem to be warranted by
conditions.) We make out the routes for these, and send
notification ahead of them, so that no time need be lost
An evening meeting is always in order for the day of their
arrival, and afternoon and evening meetings for the suc-
ceeding days.

We endeavor, as far as possible, to select for this service
brethren who give evidence, first, of character, and of faith
in the Lord, in his Word and in his plan; second, such as
seem to give evidence of ability in presenting the truth to
the minds of others—as the Apostle expresses it, “apt to
teach”—and, so far as possible, those who are “mighty in the
Scriptures” (1 Tim. 3:2; Acts 18-24): and of ability in
“rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Tim. 2:15) These,
so far as worldly judgment would be concerned, would all be
classed as plain men; and we trust also would be classed as
true Christian men, humble-minded and modest, both 1n
language and deportment—men who do not have the false
idea that they are great ones, or lords of God’s heritage, of
superior caste or order above the household of faith, but who
simply and humbly acknowledge that they are “brethren.”
“servants” of the Lord and of the household of faith,—men
who are very thankful for the privilege granted them of
being engaged in such a service, and who look for their
reward, not in luxuries of the present life, but in the Father’s
house, beyond the veil—in the kingdom. These “pilgrims”
are not paid salaries; and tho ample provision is made for
their comfortable maintenance, everything connected with
this is expected to be done on the reasonable and economical
lines which we believe the Lord and apostles followed, and
respecting which we regard them as “ensamples.” No col-
lections are taken up by these *pilgrims,” nor do they in any
manner, directly or indirectly, request aid privately. Nor nced
we request their entertainment, knowing full wdll that any
we thus send to you in the Master’s name will be welcomed
by you and granted a share of such things as you have,—
according to the Scriptural injunction.—Heb. 13:2.

In following the plan here indicated we have heen enabled
to reach some of the Lord’s scattered omes in various parts
of this broad land, who never expected to hear preaching
along these lines; for it will be readily secen that the ex-
penge connected with this traveling ministry is proportionately
much less than it would be by any other method which would
reach the same number of the Lord’s people. Beside, this
method assists, rather than discourages, the development of
talent amongst the brethren of the various little groups. It
is our thought that, generally speaking, the Lord is pleased to
use some in each little company for the instruction and u»-
sistance of the others in the same; indeed, we encourage the
thought advised by the Apostle, that each member of the
Lord’s consecrated church should strive to “build one an-
other up in the most holy faith.”

We believe that an immense amount of good has been
done through this pilgrim service during this past year, and
that quite a number of the Lord’s dear people, as they read
this part of the report, will offer prayer on behalf of this
feature of the Lord’s service asking for us wisdom and grace
in respect to the matter for the coming year. The figures
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\n this e also, we beheve, will astound many of our readers.
They are as follows:
Number of persons who gave more or less of their

time to the Pilgrims work during the year..... 14
Number of miles traveled in connection with the

SOTVICE .+ e seeeeen aeaeaaaaaees 48,845
Visits to churches o . . . L. o oL 649
Public meetings held. ..... e 1,287
Private or parlor meetings held... ....... . 875
(Cost of this branch of the work......... .. $3,357.59

One point alone in this report seems unsatisfactory to us,
and that 1s the number of private or parlor meetings. These,
we think should have been much more numerous in proportion
to the public meetings. It 1s our thought that the chief good
m these pilgrim visits is for the household of faith: while,
therefore, we urge the holding of some public services to
which all classes of Christian and earnest people may be in-
vited by advertisement ond otherwise, we urge that during the
vear beginning the parlor meetings be given the chief atten-
tion. At these, subjects can be discussed which would not be
so fully appreciated by the public, nor by any except those
who had been studying along the lines of the WarcH TowEer
literature. We take this opportunity, then, to offer this sug-
gestion to the dear friends,—that when notified that a Pilgrim
will be with them they may make proportionately larger ar-
rangements for their parlor meetings and proportionately less
arrangements for public discourses in halls, churches, ete.

CONVENTIONS OP THE YEAR

The Conventions are a part of the “Pilgrim” work, but
descrve a word of special notice. Three general conventions
were held during the year—at Philadel%hia, Chicago and Dal-
las; these were interesting and profitable, but were reported
on at the time. Besides these the President of the Society
(the Editor) attended several local, one-day conventions, at
different points—Toronto, Canada; Saratoga, N. Y.; Houston,
Tex., San Antonio, Tex.; Columbus, O.; Cleveland, O.; Phila-
delpha, Pa.; Washington, D. C.; New York City; Wilmington,
N. C.; Roseboro, N. C.; Hayne, N. C.; and the Florida Chau-
tauqua Assembly.

We have good reasons for believing that these gatherings
were all profitable to the Lord’s flock, seasons of refreshing and
joyous fellowship in spiritual things; nevertheless we feel
that in the coming year we must be more economical of our
time. May the Lord direct; we will be glad to follow his
leadings in the matter,

THE GENERAL TRACT DISTRIBUTION

The circulation of tracts during the year has been highly
satisfactory to us. They have not been sown in a broadcast
manner, but rather handed out with a measure of discretion,
<o far as we are ahle to judge; and this is the plan which we
commend. Of course, in a majority of instances we merely
know that tracts have been ordered and have been sent; but
many give us an intimation of how they use what they re-
ceive: some visit hotels, where they hand them to the patrons;
others seek opportunity for handing tracts to intelligent look-
ing people at railway stations; others mail the tracts with
their letters, perhaps with a little comment, and a request
that some report be given after the reading; others keep a
vatlety on hand, and make a selection for those with whom
they come in contact. Thus there are various methods in vogue
in this department, the colporteurs using a considerable num-
ber, leaving one at every house where they fail to take an
order,—the tract sometimes having an influence where the
words of the colporteur failed.

The total number of tracts sent out during the year was
1,468,990.

Of these a large number went direct from the Warcu
Towrk office through the mails, to lists of addresses which we
procured in various ways—many of them those of persons
known to be religiously inclined, holy people, lovers of right-
eousness; and some of the best of these lists are sent to us,
written upon proper-sized wrappers, by WATCH TOWER readers.
You are all welcome to avail yourselves of this opportunity
for service. Besides the tracts, we sent out as tracts large
numbers of WarcH Towers to good addresses. We request
that no addressed wrappers be sent us for either tracts or
WarcHE TowERS except such as are known to you in some
way to represent intelligent and religiously inclined people.
It is only a waste of moncy and labor to cast the pearls of
truth before those who are swinish; whose god is their belly
or their apparel or their pocket hook.

THE CORRESPONDENCE DEPARTMENT

What blessed opportunities God has provided for his people
at the present time! What an opportunity it affords for all
of his dear children to have fellowship and communion! In
this manner, as well as through the printed page, those afar
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as well as those nearby way have the privilege of complying
with the Apostle’s words, to forget not the “assembling” of our-
selves together, and 8o much the more as we see the day
drawing on. (Heb, 10:25) Many letters assure us of the
blessings which the wonderful mail service of our day has
brought to them; and on our part we can testify that great
blessings and encouragement have come to us through this
same channel. While some of the letters received are cold
and business-like, and others bitterly antagonistic, others, and
the majority, are laden with rich perfume of Christian love,
sympathy and deep appreciation of present truth. Through
these we are kept in touch with the spirit of the Lord’s dear
flock in all parts of the world; and we can assure you that
the touch is profitable to us, as we trust that our responses
are profitable to you, and comforting and helpful.

As the work in general has grown, so this feature of it
has expanded, so that the figures helow are far in advance of
those in any previous year in our history:

Letters and postal cards received during the year... ..37,357

Letters and postal cards sent out............... .. 38,609
CONDENSED STATEMENT
Copies of MILLENNIAL DAwN circulated at cost. ....100,643
Copies of booklets circulated at cost................ 40,370
Circulated at Expense to Tract Fund
Copies of ZioN’s WATcH TOWER.......... ..... 1,247,960
Copies of Old Theology Tracts .. . 1,468,990

These amounts expressed in the usual form rep-
resent in tract pages . . .................. 131,891,340,
Whenever figures get into the millions they are quite be-

yond the average mind to comprehend. We have therefore

estimated the matter in pounds,—206,710 pounds, or over
one hundred and three and a half tons, weight.

THE FINANCIAL SIDE—TREASURER’S REPORT
Tract Fund Expenditure

Cost of the above 103%% tons matter, including

freight, postage, gas, help, etc...... ........ $18,350.21
Pilgrim Expenses, ete... ............ .......... 3,357.59
Total ..... ..o i s e $21,707.80

Tract Fund Receipts
Balance on hand Dec. 1, 1899. ....... $
From “Good Hopes” Donations........
From Other Sources.

871.54
13,337.72
4,472.63 $18,681.89

Shortage .......... . .. (. . $ 3,025.91
THE BLESSED PRIVILEGE OF THIS SERVICE

The Editor (who is President of the Society), in closing
this last report of the century, congratulates all the dear
friends of the cause upon the above showing, and trust that
it will more than meet the expectations of all who contributed
to the funds thus scattered as leaves of spiritual healing all
over the civilized world. Especially do we trust that the
God of all grace, the Father of mercies, may accept and ap-
prove our stewardship—the merit of our Redeemer making
good whatever unintentional errors the all-seeing eye may
discern.

Do we urge the dear co-laborers to make still greater sac-
rifices for the work in the year just beginning? Not at all.
We have never solicited in the past, and we do not expect to
do so in the future. Kven of the Lord we make no requests
for money. His will, not ours, be done in this and in all
matters, If he through his people or otherwise sees fit to
entrust to us financial means, we will endeavor to use the
same to his praise, and seek for this the wisdom which
cometh from above. We esteem it a privilege to have any
share in any department of this “harvest” work, and its ac
companying blowing of the Jubilee Trumpets proclaiming
restitution times at hand. And this joy in the Lord’s serv-
ice is fully appreciated also by the twelve dear “brethren”
who, as office assistants, have so ably and so patiently lent
their best endeavors to make the work a success; and their
efforts under God have contributed largely to the securing of
the above results. The Lord will reward them as we can not.
“Brethren, pray for us,” as your representatives and the
Lord’s, in this “defense of the truth.”

Below we give some interesting figures from two of the
Society’s foreign branches (the reports from the other two
are not yet at hand.) Both of these reports are included in
the totals given above.

REPORT OF MANAGER OF BRITISH BRANCH
From May 7 to Nov. 15, 1900
Lonpox, Nov. 16, 1900.

DEar BrorHER RUSSELL:—I have the honor to submit the
following report of the Tract Fund receipts and expenditures
for the British Branch of the Society, May 7-November 15,
1900 : —
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EXPENDITURES : £ 8 d
Paper and printing.. ..... ..340 14 10
CaTTIAZe .. vveeirins ciiniin e naaeens 55 2 3
Share of expense for labor, etc.......... .. 24 10 4
Expenses in Pilgrim work ...... .......... 45 5 9

Total .......... .o oot e e ..465 13 2
Receipts from Great Britain.. . .. 40 11 10
Deficit. supplied from Home Office .425 1 4

Report of Literature Circulated

Copies of MILLENNIAL DawN circulated.......... 3,224
Copies of booklets . . ...... ........... 667
Tracts sent out free... ........ e e e 77,835
Sample WATcH TOWERS sent out free ............. 171,850

Total sent free.. . ..... e e 249,685
These vepresent in tract pages ........ ...19,189,684
Letters and cards received . ........... .. ...... 1,184
Letters and cards sent out... .......... ..... 9,294

The volunteer work has been quite zealously pursued here
this year; how much so you may judge by comparison of the
amounts distributed in America and here, and reckoning that
there are about twenty times as many TOWER readers in
America as we have in Great Britain. Volunteer work has
been done in 39 cities and towns in Great Britain, and with
some encouraging results. More than 50,000 ecopies were
distributed in London.

Tract distribution has also had considerable attention from
the friends here, and with such results as to warrant its
continuance. To bc sure, we must often put tracts in many
houses before reaching one which contains persons ready for
the truth; but sometimes the one tract in the right place
has a very far-reaching influence, as has been indicated in
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this city, where one tract under a door has thus far reached
four persons, on the principle of John 1-41, 45, and is still
working.

The colporteur work has not fared so well, not having
had so many workers as have been able to participate in
the work in other ways; but the few who have had this
privilege have been industrious, and have also been permitted
to see some fruit of their labors which has caused their and
our hearts to rejoicee. We are praying and hoping for more
laborers in every branch of service, but particularly in the
colporteur department, which experience has demonstrated to
be by far the most efficient means of reaching ‘“hearing ears”
with the truth, as it is also the most practical, being self-
sustaining. The experience of those who have engaged in the
service of the truth by the colporteur method in Great Britain
in the last six months shows that the worker can sustain
himself in this service. It is a most attractive opportunity
for those who have time to spend in the harvest work, and we
shall be glad to hear from many on the subject.

The financial aspect of the work here is presented in the
figures foregoing, which plainly tell their own story. It would
have been impossible for the British Bianch to do as it has
done. except for the financial cobdperation of the head office
to the large amount of $2,000,

We pray daily for ourselves, and for all of God’s saints,
that we may be plentifully supplied with heavenly wisdom,
with strength and grace, for the discharge of each day’s duties
in such a manner as will redound to the glory of God and
the upbuilding of his people. “Biethren, pray for us.”” Re-
spectfully submitted. Yours faithfully in Christ,

E. C. HeEvNINGI S
REPORT OF OUR GERMAN WORK

Sister Giesecke reports 448 letters received and 494 letters
sent out; 2,899 copies of the German WATcH TowEgR circulated
as samples, and 10,108 tracts distributed, representing 232,460
pages.

A PERFUME OF SWEET ODOR

MATT. 26:6-16.—JAN. 6.
“She hath done what she could.”

Preceding lessons showed us incidents in our Lord’s jour-
ney toward Jerusalem, via Jericho—the healing of the blind
men by the wayside, the conversion of Zacchzus, and the
parable of the young nobleman, given because they were nigh
unto Jerusalem, and because the disciples and many of the
multitude expected that the kingdom of God would im-
mediately be manifested,—set up in earthly grandeur, etc. The
distance from Jericho to Jerusalem was only about twenty
miles, and Bethany, the home-city of Lazarus (whom our Lord
raised from the dead) and his two sisters, Martha and Mary,
was quite near to Jerusalem, and with them Jesus decided to
spend his last Sabbath-day in the flesh. We may presume that
the day was happily spent according to the observance of the
Sabbath required by the Jewish law; but the mnarrative,
passing over the events of the day unnoticed, draws special
attention to the feast or supper made for our Lord in the
evening, after sundown, when the Sabbath was considered
ended, and the first day of the week beginning.

This feast was at the house of Simon the leper, vet
Simon is not mentioned in connection with the narrative, and
it is quite probable that he was then dead. It is conjectured
that Simon was either the father of Lazarus, Martha and
Mary. or else that Martha was the widow of Simomn,and that
Lazarus and Mary were younger than she, These items, how-
ever, are merely tradition, nothing in the Seriptures throwing
any light upon the matter. We remember that on the oc-
casion of a previous visit to this home, our Lord was enter-
tained; and Mary became so absorbed in listening to the
gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth that for the
time she neglected the ordinary affairs of life, until her
more practical, but possibly less spiritually-inclined. sister
commented upon the fact, which brought forth our Lord’s dec-
laration to the effect that while service is quite acceptable
and appreciated, veneration and fellowship are still more ap-
preciated—Mary hath chosen the better part.”

The two sisters had the enviable privilege of serving the
Lord and ministering to his comfort in the feast of our les-
son, just before the agonies which closed his earthly life
As before, so now, the service of the two sisters took some-
what different form, but probably this time by mutual agree-
ment and prefirrangement; Martha herself served the table
with others assisting, and Mary was left free to render her
peculiar service, of which this lesson is a memorial. From
some source she had procured a valuable alabaster vase of

choice perfume. She had either purchased the vase, and manu-
factured the perfume herself, at great expense of time, ete.,
or had spent for its purchase a considerable sum of money.
She had anticipated our Lord’s coming, and had fully ar-
ranged matters so that at this feast she might treat him in
a manner in which very few except the worldly great were
ever treated;—kings, emperors, etc., were thus anointed with
perfume, but very rarely indeed could others afford such a
luxury, for the facilities for manufacturing perfume then
were quite inferior to what they are now, and even if the per-
fume were of home manufacture and of fine quality the cost in
time, ete., would be great, and the perfume would be so val-
uable that it was usual to sell it to the very wealthy.

The feast had begun, and Jesus, with the disciples and
other guests, were at the table, which, according to eastern
custom, was long and narrow. the guests not sitting upon
chairs, but reclining full length upon couches or divans, with
the head extending over the table, and the feet extending
back to the rear, the weight of the shoulders poised upon the
left elbow, while the right hand was used in partaking of
the food.

While Martha and her associates were serving, Mary came
forward and, breaking the seal upon her alabaster vase. she
began to pour the precious perfume upon our Lord’s head.
and subsequently, as John’s record of the matters informs us.
going to our Lord’s feet she poured some of it upon them.
and wiped them with the hair of her head Marv’s affection
for our Lord was so deep and so strong that it could not
be satisfied with any of the ordinary methods of expiession.
Tf the kings of earth were perfumed and anointed, much
more did she esteem it fitting that her friend. her Lord, the
Messiah. should be anointed with the best that she could pro-
cure for him. Her love was so intense that it knew no economy
—nothing could be too good for her Beloved. She would give
expression to the rich sentiments of her heart by giving him
the finest and most costly of sweet natural odors. Our Lord
appreciated the matter fully—the sweet odor of the heart which
prompted the act, still more than the sweet odors which filled
the entire house.

But the disciples, more selfish and less able to appreciate
Mary’s true sentiments, and the propriety of their expression
in this form, found fault with her, and the records show that
their leader and mouthpiece, who incited the fault-finding
spirit amongst the others. was Judas. the treasurer of the
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httle company, whose disappointment was great that the
value ot this omntment did not find its way into his money-
bag, and thus a part of it, at least, to his own private uses;
for we are told, *“He was a thief, and carried the bag.” His
objection seems to favor the thought that Mary may have pre-
pared the perfume herself, for he does not object to its hav-
ing been purchased for a large sum, but that it might have been
sold for three hundred pence. (Mark 14:5) Estimating the
value at 300 Roman pence, or denarii, worth about 16 cents
each, the value of the ointment would be about forty-eight dol-
lars, but much more than this amount would be represented
in today’s values; for we are to remember that a denarius
represented a workman’s wages for a day, and hence that
300 denaru would practically represent a workman’s wages for
a year. It was indeed an extravagant action, but it represented
an extravagant love, and was expended upon one whom God
and the angels dehighted to honor, and whom Mary seems to
have appreciated much more nearly at his true value than did
his other associates of the hour.

Beloved Mary! We can, perhaps, imagine to some cextent
the emotions which filled her heart as she prepared this costly
expression of her devotion, the sentiment of which she hoped
others would appreciate. But now, on the contrary, she be-
holds the “indignation” of her friends and guests, the Master’s
nearest companions; and her heart sinks within her as she
fears that the Lord himself will view the matter in a similar
light, and reject and disapprove her libation. What a load
1s hfted from her heart, when she hears our Lord pronounc-
ing her work a noble deed, and reproving his disciples for
lack of sympathy in her sentiment, telling them that this
perfuming of his body was in preparation for his burial. It
was probably in the midst of this discussion of the matter
between Jesus and the apostles that Mary, having anocinted
his head with the perfume, went to his feet, and began
anointing them also, wiping them with her hair, as an evi-
dence that the most precious thing of her personal adorn-
ment was gladly at the service of her Lord.

Probably Maiy had no thought of perfuming our Lord’s
body for burial, and his words to this effect would be as
astonishing to her as to the others who heard them. It was
customary with the ancients, to spend considerable care and
money upon the persons of their dead in preparing them for
burial; sweet spices and perfumes, ete., were lavishly bestowed,
just as today it is the custom to provide handsome caskets
and many and expensive flowers and fine monuments, as
expressive of the love and appreciation in which the dead are
held by their friends. In Mary’s conduct in the pouring of
the precious perfume upon the Saviour while he was yet living,
we have & most excellent suggestion in respect to the proper
course to be pursued toward those we love. It is far far
better that we should unstop our alabaster vases of perfume,
and pour them upon the heads and upon the weary feet of
our friends, while still they live, than that we should wait
until they have expired, and then give our attention to the
cold. 1nanimate and unappreciative corpse. Our alabaster
hoves are owr heants, which should be full of the richest and
sweetest perfumes of good wishes, kindness and love toward
all, but especially toward the Christ—toward the Head of
Chiist, our Lord Jesus, and toward all the members of his
hody. the church; and e<pecially on omr part toward the feet
members who are now with us, and on whom we now have the
privilege of pouring out the sweet odors of Jove and devotion
in the name of the Lord, and hecause we are his. The poet
writes:
“How oft we, careless, wait till life’s sweet activities are past,
And break our ‘alabacter box of ointment’ at the very last!
0, let us heed the living friend, who walks with us life’s com-

mon ways,
Watching our eyes for looks of love. and hungering for a
word of praise!”

The heart of ecach truly consecrated child of God is like the
alabaster vase,—a receptacle for the holy Spirit, the spirit of
love, the choicest perfume and most precious to the Lord and
to men. It is expensive, because it cannot be gathered rapidly,
but requires patient perseverance in well-doing to be “filled
with all the fulness of God” Again, it is like Mary’s vase
in that it gives forth its odor not before, but after the seal
is broken and the contents poured forth. It differs from hers,
however, in the fact that it may be continually poured out
and vet its fulness all the while increase.

Our hearts and their holy love are like Mary’s vase again,
in that they should be poured upon the Lord himself—upon
the Head first, but subsequently upon the members of his
body, even the humblest, the lowliest, the feet. And this
should be our service. even tho it be unappreciated by others,
who instead would think that we should pour our love and
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devotion upon sinners, or upon the poor heathen world. They
realize not what abundant opportunities there will be for
blessing the heathen world in the future, in the Millennial age,
which God has set apart for their blessing, and in which his
disciples will have abundant opportunity for co-working with
him 1n the general uplifting of the world of mankind. Those
who upbraid us for pouring out our heart-treasures upon the
members of Christ, the church, do so through ignorance, and it
at times it has caused some discouragement to us, let us
hearken to the words of the Master, declaring that such is a
noble course that has his approval. and that it is proper as
a prelude to the burial of the entire church, the body,—that
it will be appropriate that this shall be done to the church
rather than for the poor world, up to the time when the
church shall have finished the earthly pilgrimage;—up to the
time when the sufferings of Christ having been fulfilled there
shall be no longer opportunity to bless and refresh and com-
fort the hody of Christ, respecting whom our Lord declares
that what is done to them is done to him.—Matt. 25:40.

So then. let the Marthas werve the Lord in one way,
and the Marys pour out their most precious spikenard per-
fume, assured that neither service will be forgotten: for
both are told and have been told for eighteen centuries, as
memorials to their praise, testimonies of their love, which
the Lord appreciated and accepted, however they were viewed
hy others.

OPPOSITION FROM SELFISH HEARTS

In thi: connection it is well to notice sharply that the
one who made the greatest ado on behalf of the poor. and who
objected most to Mary’s expression of her devotion, was the
thief and murderer, Judas. And the principle, to a consider-
able extent, seems to hold good all down throughout this
Gospel age- that those who make the greatest outery on be-
half of nission work and in opposition to the expenditure of
costly time in the anointing and blessing of the conse-
crated members of the body of Christ, are not always those
who have the interests of the heathen exclusively at heart, but
are frequently those who have an “axe to grind,” a selfish
interest in some way to serve. And not infrequently these
hypocrites mislead others of the Lord’s dear people, who are
thoroughly conscientious, even as Judas. by his sophistry,
for a time mislead the other apostles into indignation against
Mary for the doing of the very thing which was pleasing to
the Lord, and on account of which he decreed that wherever
this Gospel should be preached her conduct should be men-
tioned as a memorial.

And so it is today: this Gospel is preached in more than
350 languages—to every important nation in the world. But
we presume that it was not merely Mary that our Lord wished
to memoralize, but especially her deed: he wished that all
who should know the good tidings should know also of his ap-
preciation of such devotion to him, to his body, and that the
more it costs us the more he appreciates it. In view of this,
let each one who would be pleasing in the Lord’s sight
seek continually to pour the perfume from his heart and life
upon other members of the body of Christ, and let him realize
that in so doing he will not only be pleasing to the Lord.
hut will be receiving also a blessing himself: for as no
alabaster vase could pour forth perfume upon others without
itself being thoroughly involved in the perfume, so our hearts,
as they pour forth upon nthers of the members of the body
the sweet perfume of love and devotion to the Lord and his
cause, will be sure to bring a blessing to ourselves, even
in the present life—our Lord’s approval and benediction now
and everlastingly.

Some of the methods employed in connection with present
endeavor to anoint the members of the Lord’s “body” for
burial,—with the perfume of his truth and grace—call down
the condemnation of fellow-disciples. As for instance, the
expenditure of time. energy, and large sums of money this
present year in the “volunteer” work has been, and will be
misunderstood by many of the Lord’s dear children,—and be
bitterly reproved by those who are of the Judas stripe. Yet
realizing the Lord’s approval we have gquite sufficient to make
our cup of joy overflow. Fellow-disciples tcll us that we
should not be handing the meat in due season to the house-
hold of faith, but to sinners; that we should not be seeking
to anoint the saints with the sweet perfume of present truth,
but should, on the contrary, be going to the outcasts of society.
engaging in slum-work or in foreign-mission work. The
real difficulty with the Judas class, however, is that they fear
that the circulation of the truth amongst the Lord’s people
would cut off the revenue which otherwise might flow into
their coffers: they fear the loss of numbers and influence in
sectarianism  But their fears are largely imaginary; for the
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perfume of the truth is only designed to fali upon “the mem-
bers of the body of Christ,” and our expectations are that the
Lord will guide it to these, and that to others it will be of
no effect. And since the members of the body of Christ, the
consecrated ones, are so few, their anointing and their
separation from Babylon, and their burial, will be compara-
tively unnoticed so far as numbers are concerned,—tho their
taking away as the “salt” and the “light” of those systems,
will indeed be a serious loss, conspiring to their downfall in
the great time of trouble approaching.—Matt. 5:13, 14.

Let us not forget to note clearly and distinctly the wide
difference between love and selfishness, as exemplified in the
opposite courses of Mary and Judas. Mary, full of burning
devotion, was willing to sacrifice much to honor, comfort and
please her Lord. Judas not only was unwilling to sacrifice
on his behalf, but on the contrary was willing to sell him to
his enemies for thirty shekels—the price of a slave. Not
only so, but the devotion of the one seemed not to impress the
other favorably, but rather the reverse; the devotion of Mary,
and our Lord’s approval of it, seem to have aroused the op-
posite spirit in Judas, for he went straightway to negotiate
with the chief priests for our Lord’s betrayal into their hands.

It would appear from the Greek text, and the rendering
of the same in the Revised Version, that Judas received the
money for his work in advance: “They weighed unto him
thirty pieces of silver.” He completed the contract; he
~old himself to work evil, and that against his benefactor,
his Lord, of whose power he was fully conversant, and of
which, indeed, he had received so abundantly that he himselt
had been enabled to heal the sick and cast out devils. How
strange that any could be so perverse! No doubt he had a way
of reasoning the matter to himself which made his crime
appear to him less heinous than it does to us. No doubt,
also. others who today are willing less directly to sell the
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Lord for earthly advantages or influence or money find ways
of excusing their perfidy; but in proportion as our hearts
are loyal and devoted, as was Mary’s, in that same proportion
will the Judas course appear heinous and impossible to us.

Yet these climaxes of character are not reached suddenly.
Mary’s love had been growing from the first; it was greatly
strengthened by her course in sitting at the Master’s feet and
reeciving from him spiritual nourishment, which our Lord de-
clared to be a still better part or course than that pursued
by her sister, tho the latter was not disapproved. Mary’s
faith and love had been still further increased as she witnessed
the Lord’s power in various ways, and especially at her broth-
er's awakening from the tomb. She had cultivated this love
and appreciation for the Lord until it filled her entire heart,
and found its expression in the costly libation which she had
just poured upon his head and his feet. Judas, on the other
hand, had long been permitting the spirit of selfishness to
more and more intrude upon his heart; he had permitted him-
self to think of what money would do, and had given his
thought largely toward its accumulation. It had fettered his
~oul, so that he was unable to appreciate the Lord’s character,
even tho he knew him intimately from daily association, so
that he was unable to measure anything except from a
monetary standpoint. And these bands of selfishness gradu-
ally grew so hard and tight about his heart that they
squeezed out everything of character, of love, devotion and
friendship, and thus gradually he came to be the representa-
tive of, and his name the synonym for, the grossest of in-
gratitude and meanness, selfishness and treachery. One lesson
for us here is, to cultivate love and the appreciation of what-
soever things are just, good, lovely and pure; and to fight
down and eradicate so far as possible (especially from our
own hearts and lives) everything selfish, mean. ignoble, dis-
honorable.

HOSANNA!

BLESSED IS HE THAT COMETH!

Marr., 21:1-17.—JAN. 13.
“Blessed is he that cometh in thc name of the Lord.”

After the feast of our last lesson, the next morning, the
first day of the week (our Sunday), our Lord early began
his preparations for his triumphal entry into Jerusalem as a
King. Altho he well knew that “his own” people would not
receive him, but, as he had already testified to his disciples,
that he would be put to death by the rulers, and intimated the
night before that Mary’s anointing was for his burial, it was
nevertheless necessary as a part of the divine plan that he
should formally offer himself as King to the Jews, and thus
fulfill to that people God’s promise that his favor should be
“to the Jew first.”

Our Lord had previously resisted the disposition of some
of the people to take him by force and make him King, with-
drawing from their midst, ete. (John 6:15); but now the
time, the due time, having come, and that to the very hour,
he deliberately planned his triumphal procession, instead of,
as previously, hindering it. He sent some of his disciples for
the ass and colt, manifesting his superhuman power by desig-
nating wherc and how the animals would be found. An ass
was used rather than a horse, and tradition tells us that so
all the kings of Israel were accustomed to ride to their coro-
nation.

When the animal arrived the disciples and the whole mul-
titude seemed to enter into the spirit of the arrangement;
for it would appear that quite a number of those who came
up from Jericho, and who had witnessed our Lord’s power and
teachings en route to the Holy City and the Passover, lodged
at Bethany over the Sabbath, as he did. These, with the dis-
ciples, constituted quite a little band, who began to hail Jesus
as the King, and to do him homage, as was customary with
notables at that time, by spreading their outer garments in
the way for his beast to tread upon; and by plucking grass
and flowers, and branches of palm trees and strewing these
also in the way.

Jesus, in the honored position, riding at the head, was fol-
lowed by this multitude on the road toward Jerusalem. Then
another multitude from the city, having heard that the great
Prophet and Teacher was at Bethany, came forth to see both
him and Lazarus, and these, meeting the Lord and the shout-
ing company behind him, turned about and became a van-
guard, shouting like the rest, “Hosanna to the Son of David,”
which meant the King, one of the royal line. They probably
were deterred from using the word “king” lest they should
bring upon themselves charges of treason against King Herod,
and against the Roman empire, which sustained him in power.

It was a grand or a ludicrous triumphal entry into the

¢ity of the Great King, according to the standpoint from which
it was viewed. From the standpoint of the disciples and the
multitude, full of Messianic enthusiasm and hopes that the
longed-for blessings upon Israel were about to be realized, and
full of faith that this great Prophet, who had the power to
raise the dead and heal the sick, could in his own time and
way make himself and them invincible against all enemies,
and amply fulfill all the glorious things foretold by the proph-
ets—for these it was a grand occasion, a 1eal triumph. For,
notwithstanding the fact that Jesus had previously told them
repeatedly of his death, and had even reproved Peter for speak-
ing to the contrary, nevertheless his disciples and others seem
to have been unable to receive his words in their true mean-
ing, and to have interpreted them merely a pait of his
“dark sayings” which would undoubtedly later become lumi-
nous in some grand significance. This is attested by their
language, even after his death and resurrection—“We trusted
that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel.”—
Luke 24:21.

From the standpoint of Herod, Pilate, the chief priests and
seribes, this triumphal procession was merely the parade of a
fanatical leader and his ignorant and fanatical dupes. They
saw in it evidently no more than this. King Herod and Pilate
evidently had no fear that this despised Nazarene and his
company would ever be able to organize and equip an army
which would be of any force as against the order of things
of which they were the heads. The religious leaders feared
merely that the fanaticism might spread in some manner, and
bring down upon them the wrath and further oppression of the
secular powers, who might make them an excuse for furthe:
interference with the liberties of the Jews. Quite evidently
none of these chief rulers believed in Jesus as the Messiah sent
of God for the fulfilment of the gracious promises of their
Seriptures. To this the apostles testify, saying, “I wot that
through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers;” “If they
had known they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”
—Acts 3:17; 1 Cor. 2:8.

That procession was viewed from still another standpoint
by our Lord himself and by the invisible multitude of angels,
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for those who shall
be heirs of salvation. These joined in the enthusiasm of the
multitude, but from a totally different standpoint—realizing
this triumph as merely a part of the divine plan, and merely
a prelude to a greater triumph on our Lord’s part through
the completion of the sacrifice of himself and the attainment
thus of “all power in heaven and in earth;” and as a fore-
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shadowing, too, of his coming glory and his triumphal entry
upon the kingdom on his return from the far country (heaven)
armed with a plenitude of power and authority, te put down
sin and to bring all things into subjection to God; and to lift
up out of the horrible pit of sin and disease and death all
desirous of coming back into full harmony with the Father
and the laws of his empire. This, the most glorious stand-
point of view of that triumphal march, it is our privilege, by
the grace of God, to enjoy; and we may well say in our Lord’s
words, “Blessed are our eyes, for they see; and our ears, for
they hear.”

RESPONSIBILITY OF RELIGIOUS LEADERS

Luke’s account of this matter informs us that certain of
the Pharisees who were with the multitude at the beginning,
altho they could not object to anything which our Lord said
or did, complained that he should permit his disciples and
others of the multitude to hail him as a King, shouting Ho-
sanna! (Salvation, Blessing, Praise!) Then it was that
Jesus, knowing of the prophecy bearing upon this subject
(Zech. 9:9), not only refused to rebuke the disciples and
hinder their acclaims, but informed the Pharisees that since
God himself, through the Prophet, had said, “Shout, O daugh-
ter of Jerusalem,” therefore there must be some shoutings;
and that if the people had not arisen to that amount of en-
thusiasm to give such shoutings, the very stones would have
eried out, so that the prophecy should not be unfulfilled,

Tho the distance is quite short to Jerusalem from Beth-
phage, where the Lord mounted the ass, nevertheless the city
was hidden from view by the Mount of Olives, and it was when
the Lord had rcached the top of Olivet, and the city of Jeru-
salem came suddenly into view. that he halted the procession
and wept over the city, saying. “If thou hadst known, even
thou. at least in this, thy day. the things which belong unto
thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes .. . be-
cause thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.” (Luke
19:41-44) From this language it is evident that our Lord did
not consider the multitudes who were with him, as in any
sense of the word. representing the city and nation; for altho
these who were with him were shouting the very words,
‘“Blessed is he that cometh in the name of Jehovah!” our Lord’s
language indicates that a time is yet to come when the heads
of Israel, the chief ones representing the people, shall gladly
acknowledge him as< King of kings and Lord of lords. at his
second advent; but in the meantime their failure to recognize
the time of their visitation meant to them a great loss of
privilege; meant to them that their house must be left deso-
late, abandoned of the TLord during this Gospel age, during
which he would gather from amongst the Gentiles a sufficient
number to complete the elect number. in conjunction with the
faithful ones of Iarael, the remnant who had or would receive
him —See Matt. 23:39,

The objective point of tlis triumphal march was the Holy
City. the capital city, the Citv of the Great King. But our
Lord did not go to Herod’s palace, to demand possession of it;
nor to Pilate’s palace. to demand recognition of him; but as
the representative of Jehovah. as the Messiah. sent of God to
be the Saviour of Israel and the world, he went appropriately
{o the Father’s house or palace—to the Temple.

JESUS EXERCISING KINGLY AUTHORITY

The scenc in the Temple must have been a peculiar one.
It was undoubtedly crowded with pilgrims from all parts of
the civilized world, who at this season of the year came, to
the number of hundreds of thousands, to worship the Lord
and to observe the Passover. according to the Law. Probably
many of them had heard something about Jesus of Nazareth.
“mighty in word and deed.” Many of them had been healed
hv him. or had friends who were thus blessed; and we can well
mmagine the commotion created hy the multitudes coming with
Jesus and crying. “Hosanna in the highest.” ete. The Phari-
~ces, seribes and chief priests, who were used to dominate the
people in religious matters. and especially in the Temple, altho
filled with anger against Jesus. recognized themselves power-
lTess to do him injury under the circumstances, for he was doing
nothing contrary in any sense of the word to the Law, and this
would be manifest to all On the contrary, as tho fto show
that he was only doing what was in his power, our Lord began
to exercise it as would be befitting a spiritual King—by re-
proving those who were violating the holy Temple and its pre-
cinets. driving out of it those who sold doves for offerings.
and the money changers. who were reaping a profitable har-
vest from the necessities of the worshipers from a distance,
wliose money. not being Jewish. could not be accepted at the
Temple, and which they must therefore have exchanged at a
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loss—the profit of the money changers. We are not to under-
stand that our Lord was interfering with the proper laws of
the land nor of the Temple—he was in every sense law-abiding.
On the contrary, he was thoroughly authorized, as was any
Jew, under the directions of the law, to use so much force as
was necessary in the maintenance of the sanctity of the
Temple.

DIVINE FAVOR DEPARTED FROM ISRAEL

Blind and lame people came to our Lord in the Temple
and were relieved of their infirmities, and then he taught the
people—continuing the healing and the teaching for several
days, returning at nights to Bethany and coming the next
morning to the Temple, but without any further demonstration,
as a King, for that one demonstration had served the purpose
intended. It had given to the officials of the city and nation
the opportunity to formally accept him as king, but their
contrary spirit is shown by their coming to him while the
children in the Temple courts were crying “Hosanna!” request-
ing that he should put a stop to the matter; but our Lord
answered them, quoting from the Scriptures that this was in
harmony with the divine plan: “Out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings thou hast perfected praise,” The worldly-wise
did not appreciate this, and were blinded by self-interest; but
little children, and especially those who in simplicity of heart
and mecekness became like little children, should be the instru-
ments the Lord would use in shouting his praises.

Many of our Lord’s parables and special teachings were
uttered during those days in the Temple, between his triumphal
entry and presentation on the tenth day of the month Nisan
and his crucifixion on the fourteenth, as the Passover Lamb.
(See Exod. 12:3, 6) These parables, etc.,, are recorded in
Matthew, chapters 23-25; in Mark, chapters 11-13, and in
John, chapters 12-16. Among other things he declared that
the favor of God was, there and then, taken from fleshly Israel,
saying:

“0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, that killest the prophets and
stonest them which are sent unto thee! How often would I
have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold.
vour house is left unto you desolate!”—Matt. 23:37-39.

TYPICAL NATURE OF OUR LORD’'S ACTS

In considering the best lessons we at the present time can
draw from these incidents. we suggest that their typical fea-
ture be not forgotten—that all shall remember that the events
in the close of our Lord’s ministry, and everything pertaining
to the rejection and dissolution of the fleshly house of Israel.
is typical and illustrative of the things which are to be ex-
pected to transpire in the present time, in the end of the
Gospel age—in the rejection and dissolution of nominal Israel
of today, “Babylon.” As already shown in MILLENNTAL DAWN,
Vol. II., page 235, the time which corresponded to the Lord’s
formal offering of himself to fleshly Israel and his rejection
was the year 1878. There nominal spiritual Israel was re-
jected, as previously the first or fleshly house had been re-
jected; yet in both cases all Israelites indeed receive him and
receive corresponding blessings at his hand.

It is since this date (1878) we understand that our Lord
has been in his spiritual temple, the true church, teaching in
an especial manner all those who have an ear to hear, opening
the blinded eyes and helping those who are spiritually lame
to walk in his ways. It is since that time that all who belong
to the temple class of true worshipers are permitted to hear
and see wonderful things out of the divine Word; and it is
during this time also that the Lord is casting out of his
temple all those who make merchandise of the truth. and who
are not true worshipers—the money-changers and dove-sellers,
ete.; and it is during this time that out of the mouth of babes
and sucklings the truth is being proclaimed so often to the
offense of the scribes and Pharisees of today.

Shortly, the last members of the body of Christ, the feet.
already being anointed for burial with the sweet odors of the
truth, will complete their sacrifice; shortly. the first resurrec-
tion will be complete and all the members of the bodv of Christ
be glorified together with him; and then, the sufferings of
Christ being ended, the glory will speedily follow. But mean-
time, hefore the glory is revealed, there will come a great
time of trouble. symbolically a time of fire (trouble) and
smoke (confusion) upon the world, and especially upon rejected
“Babylon,” and all who do not escape from her before the
great tribulation comes. even as similar fiery vengeance came
upon Israel after the flesh. and all who had not escaped from
her.—Luke 3:16, 17; Matt. 13:38-43.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

DUTY TO THE HBEAVENLY AND TO THE EARTHLY HUSBAND

Question.—1 am the wife of a minister in one of the de-
nominations. I have been studying the truth for now several
years, and feel convinced that the WarcH Tower publications
represent the true Gospel. I desire to be faithful to my Lord,
no matter what the consequences; but I am in a measure of
perplexity to know just what my duty is. As the minister’s
wife I am, of course, a member of the church; I am the or-
ganist for the congregation, and a teacher in the Sunday
School. My question is, Should I, or should I not, come out
of Babylon—withdraw from worship and codperation in that
which I believe is in many important respects a misrepresenta-
tion of the Gospel—of God’s truth and character?

I do not wish to weigh earthly interests so far as I am
myself concerned, being quite willing to suffer whatever the
Lord’s providence may permit. My hesitation is more on ac-
count of others who would necessarily suffer with me. My
husband, who would undoubtedly lose his position and its
small salary, is not in sympathy with the truth; my best
efforts to awaken his interest in it having proved unavailing.
He would suffer, and our two children would suffer, as well as
myself; and my query is—To what extent is it right for me
to involve others? And what would be the proper course for
me to take that would be pleasing to our Lord?

Answer.—Yours is a peculiar case, dear sister. We will
suggest what we would consider to be the Lord’s will in the
matter, and give the reasons, and then leave it for your own
conscience to decide upon. It is your duty to do what you
understand to be the Lord’s will, according to the best light
which you possess or can obtain.

First then, we advise that you explain the whole situation
fully and frankly to your husband, and tender to him, as the
minister and representative of the congregation, a letter re-
questing that your name be stricken from the list, etc.,—one
of the printed letters which we supply free would answer this
purpose. Your husband, as the representative of the congre-
gation, can, if he choose, erase your name from the roll. You
may request him to make the matter public, but he will not
be bound to follow your request, and under your peculiar
circumstances we advise (differently from usual) that you do
not send the Withdrawal Letters to all the members of the
congregation unless your husband is willing. Leave the re-
sponsibility with him.

As for the teaching of a class in the Sunday School, we
advise that you continue it, especially if it be a class of adult
scholars—teaching, however, not any sectarian theory, but the
true theology of the Bible. Let your husband, as the pastor
of the church, know that it is the only condition upon which
it would be possible for you to retain your class. As for the
playing of the organ, we recommend that you continue it also,
explaining, however, to your husband your objection to certain
false hymn-book theology, that you believe to be contrary to
the Scriptures, and requesting that if he desire you to con-
tinue to be the organist he will give you some little liberty
and consideration in the matter of tlre selection of the hymns.
But we advise that you be not too particular, not hypereritical,
in this matter. We reason that God’s people are justified in
praising God with any words from which it would be possible
to take a proper thought—even tho others might from the
same words take an improper thought.

Our reasons for advising in this case differently from what
we would ordinarily are two-fold: (1) Your husband is nomi-
nally, and perhaps really, a Christian, and hence it would
be proper for you to render some deference to his judgment
in any matter not compromising your own conscience—as, for
instance, along the lines above suggested.

(2) There is a little difference between the position of a
husband and of a wife in such a matter: the wife may throw
some responsibility upon the husband, but the husband could
throw no responsibility upon the wife. We are not under the
law, but nevertheless the law in a shadowy way gives to us
some conception of the Lord’s view of matters; as for instance,
see Leviticus 30. Your husband was aware of your vow unto
the Lord whereby you consecrated your all to him, and made

no dissent thereto. It would appear, therefore, that he could
not in any way interfere with the proper liberty of your con-
science without doing violence to his own.

‘‘WHO ONLY HATH IMMORTALITY''—WHO?

Question.—How should we understand 1 Tim. 6:14-16? Is
it the Father or the Son who is referred to as the “King of
kings and Lord of lords, who only hath immortality, dwelling
in the light which no man can approach unto,” ete.?

Answer.—We understand that the Apostle here reters to
our Lord Jesus. Our reasons for so concluding are as fol-
lows:

(1) While immortality belongs exclusively to the divine
nature, we are to remember that the Apostle Paul declares
that the entire church is called to “glory, honor and immor-
tality,” and the Apostle Peter says that God has given us
exceeding great and precious promises, that by these “we might
become partakers of the divine nature.” This implies, there-
fore, that the church of God is to possess this divine attribute
of immortality or deathlessness. But only our Lord Jesus had
yet been made partaker of this quality at the time of the
Apostle’s writing. The church, his body, would not be thus
honored and glorified until their due time, in the first resur-
rection, when they shall be like him, sharing his divine nature,
glory, honor and immortality, etec.

(2) That our Lord Jesus already possessed this divine
nature, and therefore possessed immortality at the time of the
Apostle’s writing, is fully attested by the Seriptures, which
assure us that “as the Father hath life in himself, so hath he
given to the Son to have life in himself.” This describes im-
mortality, for no other conditon of life is inherent life; all
other conditions are derived or imparted life. The statement
here that our Lord will give this same inherent life to his
followers, is in agreement with the Apostle’s assurance that
all who have part in the first resurrection are raised in incor-
ruption, in immortality (1 Cor. 15:52, 53) ; and remember that
our Lord’s resurrection was the beginning of this first resur-
rection, and that it could have meant no less to him, the Head,
than it is by and by to signify to the members of his body.
We are to remember the same Apostle’s declaration that our
Lord Jesus’ resurrection was as a “first-fruits;” that thus he
became the “first-born among many brethren.” We are to re-
member also that the Apostle, in harmony with the above,
expressed the desire that he might have a share in “his resur-
rection,” “the resurrection,” “the first resurrection,” in which
all the overcomers are to share.—Phil. 3:10, 11; 1 Cor. 15:20,
James 1:18.

(3) 1If, therefore, sharing in “his resurrection” is to bring
his faithful members to immortality, our Lord’s own resur-
rection can have been to no inferior condition. Hence, to
apply the text in question to the heavenly Father would not be
consistent with the testimony of Scripture, that the heavenly
i?‘onhpossessed immortality at the time as weil as the heavenly

ather.

(4) That the passage in question relates to our Lord Jesus
and designates him the only Potentate, King and Lord, does
not imply any disregard or disrespect of the heavenly Father
and his attributes, kingship, etc., as the same writer (St.
Paul) elsewhere points out. When speaking in similar strain
about Christ’s kingdom and the subjugation of all things under
him, he says, “It is manifest that he is excepted who did put
all things under him.” In other words, comparisons which
show dignity and honor pertaining to Christ, Head or body,
are never understood to be comparisons with Jehovah, who 1
beyond all comparison.—See 1 Cor. 15:27, 28.

(5) The correctness of this application is further attested
by our Lord’s own application to himself of the same titles.
—&8ee Rev. 17:14 and 19:16.

(6) The Apostle’s entire discourse is along the line of
showing the faithfulness of our Lord Jesus, his humility and
high exaltation, and how servants and all of us should be like-
wise humble and lowly and faithful to the truth as servants
of God, and in due time be exalted—manifested to the world
—in glory, honor and immortality in the kingdom.

HOME EMBELLISHMENTS

The mention, in our Nov. 15 issue, of the motto and text
cards for home decoration brought us a flood of orders, for
which we were only partially prepared. More mottoes are on
their way to us from London, and all orders will be filled
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as quickly as possible. We arc glad to think that these good
words, meeting the eyes of your families, will continually
exercise a silent yet potent influence for good. All orders will
be filled soon as possible.
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Pastor Russell's Sermons
Are Now Obtainable

IN BOOK FORM

A choice collection of his most important
discourses of the past 40 years, cover-
ing every phase of Christian
doctrine and practice.

ALL DIFFERENT

MANY NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED

Just What You Have Long Wanted

For forty-two years Pastor Russell preached the “Glad Tidings of Great Joy”
—a message which must yet be heard by all mankind. Thousands whose hearts were
gladdened by his preaching passed the good news on to others. A public demand
was thus created for his sermons, until eventually over 2,000 newspapers were led
to publish his discourses weekly.

Since the venerable Pastor’s demise multitudes have hungered for more of that
mental and spiritual food which his discourses supplied. To meet the demand this
selection of his sermons is issued in hook form.

816 pages, clear type. Splendidly Indexed.
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