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[Continued from our last issue, “Make Sure of Winning in God’s Election.””]

In our last issue we found abundant Secripture evidence
that God is selecting a little flock from amongst mankind to
be joint heirs with our Lord Jesus in the Millennial king-
dom. That fact being proven, it cannot be questioned that
all the remainder of mankind are non-elect. The question now
i, What provision has the great Creator made for this class
—numbering at least fifty thousands of millions of all the
families of the earth? Is this condition hopeless or not?

According to orthodoxy it is hopeless—the theory being
that all the non-elect of mankind were predestinated by God to
be sufferers of eternal torment; but we find no Scripture what-
ever in support of such a theory. So surely as God did elect
or predestinate an elect class he must equally have predesti-
nated and foreordained that there wonld be a non-elect class.
And to suppose that he foreordained that this non-elect class
should suffer eternal torment would he to suppose God a
monster, devoid of ¢vary ~entiment o justice. not to wen-
tion love. And if God did not foreordain the mnon-elect to
cternal torment, neither could he have authorized any to use
eternal torment as a threat against the non-elect-——neither to
mtimidate them nor for any other purpose. Indeed, what ob-
jeet could there he on (iod’s part in endeavoring to scare the
world of mankmd into striving to be of the elect little.flock,
when he had alieady predestinated that only a small number
comparatively could be of this elect flock? The whole matter,
vicwed from any sueh standpoint, is unreasonable.

Let us notice, on the contiary, that this eternal torment
theory may properly be charged with nearly every deflection
frory the doctitae or thie necessity for holiess of life on the
pert of God’s people. Fieryone who has read with care the
Seriptures already cited which refer to {he elect elass must
reahze that the ~tandard whieh God has set “for the very
deet” i3 a very hizh standard- and that comparatively few—
sunts only—ever attain to that high standard.  All will ae-
Lu o ledge that very few ot their friends and neighbors, pavents
i enildrer, brothers and <isters. husbands and wives, who
ave dicd, could have auy hope of being in the “elect class,”
according to the high ~tandard for that clags set in the Serip-
taes: aud yet the awfulness of the theory they hold respect-
mg {he non clect has driven them to so modify the standard
«t Christian living that wonld he acceptable to God as to in-
e these dear tends, Thas day by dav, and century Iy
ceotuny, as deaths cecur in every family connection, the ten-
dency, under the influence of the popular error of eternal tor-

mert i3 to lower in the minds of all Christian people the
stand b of true holaess, - “What manner of per-ons oucht we
to be ™ The funeral diseoarses in nearly every case help for-

ward this work of underminmeg the Christian standard, and
droppine 1t to a worldly level of morality—and scarcely even
that, heeanse even per-on< who are netoriously immoral, un-
sl extortionists, ete, and who have very little indeed te
commend  them, are felt to be not sufficiently bad to be
eternally tormented: and under the theory that they must go
vither {0 a heaven ol eternal bliss or to a hell of eternal tor-
ment  they are, 1 their ndghbors’ minds, admitted gener-
¢nsly to the former 1ather than consigned to the latter.
What incaleutable harm has been introduced into the faith
apel hopes of Christendom through this God dishonoring doe-
fire of dtermal toraent, whieh implicates the great Jehovah
1- the chicte-r eouljutor of Satan,—the planner, {he designe:

aof oY ha- seoradited devilishness, the one without whose co-
creration Satan conld not have done all that he, as ordinarily
pacteed has done and i diang,—dominating a host of fire-

proot and pon jroof devils pitehforks in hand, tormenting
andttons o humanny. delivered into their power by the Al-
mighty, and by some in-erutabie power rendered fire-proof but
et paan-proof
THE GENLROSITY COMMENDABLE BUT THE THEORY WRONG
We ecannot but <ympathize with the greater generosity of
car day which 13 gradually coming to disown such a theory,
and we must also svinpatbize with that sentiment which has
sought to 1eseue from such an awful future the loved ones
of the present life, however evil and injurious they may have
been. DBut while thi- inercase of benevolence is commend-
able it is bringing the 1emedy from the wrong quarter. It is
bringing a remedy which, wiile it is to some extent consol-
ing to the heart momentarily. nevertheless leaves a terrible
fear, lest peradventure the high standards of the Seripture
may be required, and that all not coming up to them will
ruffer excrutiatingly  In others it leads to doubte, not only
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respecting the eternal torment, but also respecting the eternal
bliss: and additionally it casts serious doubt upon the Book
of divine revelation which is the only foundation for heaven-
ly hopes, because they believe it to be also the authority for
their “hellish fears.”

WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTURES RESPECTING THE NON-ELECT?

In the Seriptures the non-elect are of two classes: First-
Those who in the present life were (1)enlightened, (2) justi-
fied through faith, (3) called, and accepfing the call were
sanctified and begotten of the holy spirit, and started on the
course with a view to making their calling and election sure
—but who have not made it sure, but on the contrary have
failed, by not coming fully up to the requirements.

This class in turn is Scripturally divided into two par-
ties:—

(a) Those who sin wilfully after that they have received
a knowledge of the truth, and been made partakers of the holy
spirit, ete. For those there remaineth no more a share in the
sacrifice of Christ—no further mercy, opportunity or hope
To them the result i~ the second death---nonentity, Heb
t:4-6; 10-26, 27.

(b) The other class consists of those who, while at heart
preferring 1ighteousness and truth, and loving the Lord, have
not become copies of God’s dear Son, in that they fail to at-
tain to his Spirit of full devotion of heart to the doing of the
Father's will—vather they permit themselves to become over-
charged with the cares of this life and the deceitfulness of
riches, and thus fail to complete that sacrifice according to
their covenant. and hence tail to make their ealling and the
clection sure. For these the Lord has a gracious provision
As suggested in Tlev. 7:13-15. They will not be utterly con
founded, because they have trusted in him (Psa 22 5), and
he will surely carrv them through. Yet the Lord’s interven
tion on their behalf must be strictly along the lines of hie
covenant and general plan—he cannot interfere with their free
moral agency; he will not coerce their wills. but be ean and
will bring them to such a place of experience as will test
them and compel them either to renmounce their loyally to
him or to seal that loyalty with their lives Those who re-
nounce the Lord will, of course, in so doing bring upon them
selves the penalty of the sceond death, hut those who, under
such compulsory circumstances, are faithful. cannot be counted
as of the same likeness with God's dear Son. who, without
compulsion, voluntarily gave up his life in the Father’s serv-
ice.  The little flock of the elect church will contain all of
this class, and to them will be granted the kingdom, and to
Ait with Christ in his throne, and to be the temple of God
and to have the crowns. (Rev. 3:21; 1 Pet. 5:4) But the
others, who will “come up out of great tribulation.” having
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb, altho they will have suffered equally as much ay the
elect (more indeed, if the mental conditions are taken into
consideration) will not get a erown of victorv, but a palm of
vietory; will not get a seat in the throne with their Lord, as
his bride, but nevertheless an honorable place before the throne
as servants, They will not become pillars and stones in the
living temple of Cod. but they will have the honorahle privi-
lege of serving God in his temple, the church.

This class is not prominently referred to in the Seriptures,
nor in the types and symbols even; because none were called
to this position, but. as the Apostle declares, “Ye were all
called in one hope of your calling”—to the highest place of
joint heirship. (Eph. 4:4) The position attained by these
is an unpromised one, of the Lord’s abundant mercy.

Second: The second class of non-elect from the Seriptural
viewpoint is the world of mankind. including three classes:—

(a) Tt includes those who have never had any knowledge
of God’s provision of grace in Christ, and who consequently
could not have gone on further io be of the called elect clas-
of this age.

(b) It includes those who have heard of the grace of God.
but in that indistinet, indefinite manner which does not bring
conviction—those who have seen in Jesus something wonder-
ful and great and admirable, but who have never seen him
from the Lord’s standpoint of Redeemer and Saviour—their
eves being blinded to the manifold evil mfluences of “the god
of this world,” business or pleasure or love of money or dis-
tracting religior~ dogmas. These, not having seen and not
having accepted Christ as the Redeemer, could go no further
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and by no possibility could they have been amongst those
called to the election of this Gospel age.

(¢) It includes those who have heard of Christ as the
Redeemer, and have appreciated him as such, and have ac-
cepted him as their Saviour; but who like the nine of the ten
lepers cleansed by our Lord at his first advent, thought not
to return to give glory to God—thought not to present their
bodies living sacrifices in his service. These having reached
the point of justification were, undoubtedly, amongst the ones
called; but they failed to make their calling and election sure,
not caring to respond to the call. Of this class, apparently,
are the thousands, the masses of church members of the vari-
ous sects. They are glad for what they see, but not anxious
to see any more, as, intuitively, they realize that further
knowledge would bring greater responsibilities, which they de-
sire to avoid and not even to think much about.

These last mentioned “receive the grace of God [the privi-
lege of justification] in vain.” (2 Cor. 6:1) The intention of
this reckoned or faith justification of the present time is to
enable the justified ones to present their ‘“bodies living sacri-
fices, holy, and acceptable to God,” their reasonable service;
because they could not be acceptable to God as sacrifices, nor
in any sense of the word come to his altar, while still they
were sinners. Since to permit this sanctification and sacri-
fice is the only object of the giving of this grace in the present
time, they have received it in vain, in that they have not used
it as God designed it to be used by those who are appreciative.

Amongst this second class of non-elect, we may say that
the vilest are too good to be turned over to devils for an
eternity of torment, either mental or physical, and God their
Creator was too wise to have ever made them in such a con-
dition as to necessitate such an abominable result, so inhar-
monious with his character and with every sense of right and
justice, and necessitating the everlasting perpetuation of evil,
upheld, and therefore sanctioned, by divine power. And God’s
Word, rightly understood, teaches no such thing. It is only
where the false theory has corrupted and perverted the judg-
ment that it is able and willing to construe such a theory
from the parables, symbols and “dark sayings” of our Saviour,
instead of understanding and construing them much more
1eascnably and in full accord with the divine character of
tustiee, wisdom and love.*

NO CONDEMNATION POSSIBLE UNTIL AFTER TRIAL

If the worst class of non-elect do not deserve eternal tor-
ment, the less degraded certainly would not deserve it; and
indeed we are to remember that none of them can deserve any
punishment until first of all they have had their trial. True,
the whole race had a trial in father Adam, in Eden, and when
he lost in that trial the whole race lost life and came under
the sentence of death. But in harmony with the divine plan,
our Lord Jesus redeemed Adam and all his race by giving
himself as the ransom-price for Adam and thus incidentally
for all. We are to remember that Jesus was not only the
Redeemer of the chuich, but also the Redeemer of the world,
as it is written: “He is a propitiation for our sins, and not
for ours [the church’s] only. but also for the sins of the whole
world.”—1 John 2:2.

* See What Say the Scriptures About Hell?—Sample sent free on
vwostal card request
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If then all these non-elect have been redeemed from the
first trial and its sentence with the same precious blood which
redeemed the elect church; and if the church, by the grace of
God, has had her trial in advance of the world in general,
and if the church’s trial was the result of the redemption,
and without that redemption she could have no further trial
for eternal life, is it not manifest that the same redemption
has provided a trial for the whole world of mankind, as well
as for the church of this Gospel age? And what matters it that
the trial of the world did not take place at the same time
as the trial of the church? Has not the great God, our
Saviour, the full right to arrange this matter of salvation ac-
cording to his own wisdom? Who amongst fallen men is com-
petent to direct him?

And yet this is what Christian people have been doing;
they have been attempting to arange the divine plan, instead
of hearkening to God’s own revelation respecting the same.
They have said, but he has not said, that the present life is
the onlv opportunity for trial, and that this trial-time will
end with the end of the Gospel age. He, on the contrary, has
foreseen their misrepresentations of his plan, and has caused
it to be written aforetime through the prophet: “Myv thoughts
[plans] are not your thoughts [nlans], neither are vour wave my
wayvs, saith the Lord; for as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than vour ways and my thoughts
[plans] than your thoughts [plans].”—Isa. 55:8, 9.

The Secriptures tell us specifically respecting the Lord’s
plan for these non-elect. We will give it first in our own
phraseology, and then we will give the Scriptural language.
They tell us that the church is being selected from the world
in advance, in order that this little flock, thoroughly trained
in the school of experience, thoroughly polished and in full con-
formity to the Head, Christ Jesus, is, with their Head and
Lord, to constitute the Roval Priesthood, whose work will
only begin after its election has bheen completed and it has
been received into glory; and that its work will be the judging
of the world of mankind, not in the sense of pronouncing con-
demnation upon them, but in the sense of granting to each
member of the non-elect a ¢rial (judgment) for eternal life.
That trial of the non-elect is guaranteed, based upon the great
ransom-sacrifice wherewith all mankind were purchased from
the death-sentence that came upon all through Adam  And that
this trial-time, or day of the world’s judgment, will be the
Millennial day (a thousand years long), in the which full
opportunity shall come to all, full knowledge of the Lord shall
fill the whole earth, as the waters cover the great deep, and a
full blessing of eternal life mav be attained by whoever wills
and obeys, of those then on trial; and that the remainder (the
unwilling and disobedient) will be destroyed in the second
death.

Among the many Scriptures supporting this presentation
wo cite two which are very pointed and should be fully satis-
factory if there were no others. “God hath appointed a day
in the which he will judge the world [future] in righteous-
ness, by that man whom he hath ordained”—the Christ, Head
and body.—Acts 17:31.

“Know ve mnot that the saints shall judge the world?”
—1 Cor. 6:2.

THE ULTIMATE END OF THE COMMANDMENT IS LOVE FROM A PURE
HEART AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE

“"Now the end lultimate object] of the commandment is love from a pure heart and a good conscience, and an undissembled faith
~—which some, having failed [to discern] have turned aside to foolish talking.”—1 Tim. 1:5.

Not only in the Apostle’s day did many fail to get the true
1dea of religion—the Lord’s commandments to his people, ete.
—but many, probably an increasing number, have since simi-
larly failed. We may suppose that the method of the great
adversarv is to confuse the minds of those who are feeling
after God and righteousness. It is thus, as the Scriptures
declare, that he deceives the whole world—putting forms, cer-
emonies, theories and confessions instead of heart religion.

Those who teach the monstrous false doctrine that the pres-
ent life decides the fate of every human being, either for eter-
nal misery or for eternal jov, consider this doctrine the very
bulwark of pure Christianity and of holiness, consequently
many who really do not believe it tacitly give it their con-
sent and approval, believing that in so doing they are for-
warding the cause of holiness. But this is a great mistake:
this is one of the great adversary’s delusions, by which he
would make the piety of God’s people serve his cause, (1) be-
cause this doctrine dims the divine glory as respects love and

justice, and (2) because the doctrine, instead of cultivating
or promoting holiness cultivates and promotes the reverse of
this, as we shall show.

The theory that the present life is merely to decide who
are worthy of eternal joy. and who are worthv of cternal tor-
ments, resolves itself finally i the general thought as signi-
fying that all fiendish characters may perhaps be worthy of
some kind of ill-treatment to all eternity, provided they shall
not breathe a prayer of penitence at some time before they
expire; but that all half-way decent people are too respectable
or too good to justly merit an eternity of torture, and hence
must be of the kind who will receive an eternity of bliss.
Thus this hell-fire doctrine, instead of promoting holiness,
purity of heart, promotes the reverse,—carelessness as respects
anything except out and out murder and general devilishness.

On the contrary, the Seriptural doctrine makes no threat
of eternal torment, and promises a full opportunity for every
human creature to come to a knowledge of the truth, either in
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the present life or in the next life, and thus, under the terms
of the New Covenant, to avail themselves of the opportunity
for eternal life through the great atonement sacrifice finished
at Calvary. This Scriptural doctrine is replete with the
highest incentives to holiness, purity of heart and of life; be-
cause, instead of holding forth a general penalty of torture,
it holds forth “a just recompense of reward,” a reward of
blessing or of stripes which will be proportionate to the indi-
vidual efforts of each to come into harmony with God and
his holiness.

First we have the call of the Gospel church to become heirs
of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, in the Millennial
kingdom, upon the condition of holiness of heart, and subse-
quently will come the offer of restitution and everlasting life
in human perfection, to those of the world who similarly re-
turn to heart-harmony with the Lord. The Seriptures hold
out no suggestion anywhere that eternal life will ever be given
to any ereature on any plane of existence, except upon this con-
dition of full. complete heart-harmonv with the Lord. Any-
thing contrarv to, or even short of, this perfect harmony with
the Lord, will. from the Scriptural standpoint mean the second
death. Here then in the divine offer we have the highest in-
ducement to strive for our closest possible attainment to per-
fection; and we are assured that such striving will ultimately,
according to divine favor, be rewarded with perfect conditions
(in which absolute perfection will be possible)—in the resur-
rection.

Manv there are who have verv erroneous views of what is
signified by the expression ‘pure in heart;” one class considers
this impossible of attainment in the present life; another
class, no less mistakenly, considers this to mean absolute per-
fection in every thought, word and deed: and in believing that
they fulfil these conditions, and in teaching others similarly,
they are making a grave mistake.

Answering the last error first, we remark that it is pos-
sible for one to deceive himself respecting his own heart and
his own condition, as for instance. apparently, the Pharisees
of our Lord’s day: claiming that they were perfect, and that
they kept the whole law, they were merely deceiving them-
selves, but not the Lord; by their self-deception, a form of
hypocrisy, which blinding them to their own need of the robe
of Christ’s righteousness, left them in the filthy rags of their
own righteousness, unfit for the kingdom. And so with some
today, who claim perfection of thought, word and deed. They
have blinded themselves to their own weaknesses, imperfec-
tions and errors, and are in a far worse condition than he
who, tho outwardly less moral, is at heart better in the Lord’s
sight, because honest in confessing his unworthiness, because
for such the Lord has provided forgiveness of sins,—covering
with the robe of Christ’s righteousness.

Nevertheless, those who think that purity of heart is an
impossibility in the present life are likewise mistaken. Their
mistake arises from not seeing a wide distinction between a
purity of heart and a perfection or righteousness of all the
words and deeds of life. The heart, as used in this text, refers
to the mind, the will, the actuating intentions or motives of the
man. With this thought before the mind, it is easy to see that
one might be pure of heart, that is of pure intentions, and yet
confess himself unable to do and to be all that his good in-
tentions desire and endeavor. He whose heart is pure toward
the Lord in Christ is the same one whose eve is single, the
same one who is not double-minded but single-minded, whose
mind. will, heart. seeks first, last and always the will of God.
Hence the exhortation of the Apostle, “Purify your hearts, ye
double-minded.”—Jas. 4:8.

But how can this condition of purity of heart be attained?
Is this to be our message to sinners—“purify your hearts”?
No the Gospel does not call sinners to purify their hearts:
on the contrary it declares it to he an impossible thing for the
sinner to purify his heart; a fuller’s soap, which the sinner
does not possess, is needed to cleanse the heart and bring it
into that attitude of relationship with God and his will which
will be pure and acceptable in his sight. On the contrary,
sinners are called to repentance—called upon to confess that
not only their outward lives are imperfect, short of the glory
of God, but that their hearts also are rebellious, impure and
in sympathy with impurity. After the sinner is repentant for
sin, desiring to come into harmony with the Lord and his
righteousness, he is pointed to the great atonement for sin, and
is drawn to the great Redeemer. through a desire to be made
free from sin and to come into harmony with God. When this
step has been taken—when the sinner having repented of his
sins, and having made restitution so far as possible, accepts
Christ and the pardon he offers, and seeks to walk in the way
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of righteousness, then he is justified,—justified freely from all
things, from which the law could not justify him—“justified
by faith through the blood of Christ”—hrought nigh to God,
into relationship with him, and caused to know the joy and
peace of his forgiving love.

When this is accomplished, when justification by faith has
been established, when the sinner is reckoned and treated as
no longer a sinner, but as reconciled to the Father, then his
heart may be said to be pure, cleansed from “the sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God.” But now arises a new
question with the reformed one: while past sins are graciously
covered, weaknesses of the flesh are present, and temptations
of the adversary are on every hand. He starts to walk for-
ward, but finds himself beset by the world, the flesh and the
devil; what shall he do? A heart searching probably begins
there: finding himself incapable of guiding himself, or of keep-
ing himself, his proper course is to accept another offer of
divine grace, namely, the second step in our great salvation.
He hears the voice of the Lord, through the Apostle, saying,
“I beseech you. therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God
[manifested in the covering of your sins], that ye present your
bodies living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service.”

The reformed one, if rightly instructed. realizes his in-
ability to stand in his own strength. realizes that his only
hope of maintaining justification granted to him lies in get-
ting the Lord to take charge of him. At first he may think
to go into partnership with the Lord, and to say, “Some of
self and some of thee,” some of my own will and some of
the Lord’s will; but rightly instructed he finds that this will
not be satisfactory to the Lord; that the Lord will accept
him, and become responsible for him, and guarantee him
glorious victory and eternal reward, only upon this one con-
dition, namely, a full self-surrender, a full consecration of
heart.

1t is after the sinner has come through all this process and
has made a full consecration of his heart to the Lord. that
he is of the class described in our text, one of the pure in
heart, under the law of love. the law of the New Covenan‘t.
But notwithstanding the purity of his heart, his motives, his
intentions. his will, to fulfil the Lord’s great commandment,
which is briefly comprehended in one word, love,—he will find
that he has a battle to wage, that the law of his members,
depraved through heredity in sin, is a strong law of selfish-
ness, in opposition to the new law, to which he has pledged
himself, the law of his pure heart or new heart or will,—the
law of love.

Hence, as the Apostle suggests in our text, we must learn
that the ultimate end or object of the divine commandment
or law, means LOVE,—even tho we do not find ourselves thor-
oughly able to live up to every minute particular and require-
ment of that law, Yet our inability to live up to the require-
ments of that law must be through no lack of the will, or in-
tentions of the loyal and pure heart toward the law, and to-
ward the Lord whose law it is: whatever failure we make,
however short we may come of the grand ultimate object before
us, it must be solely because of weaknesses of the flesh, a:nd
besetments of the adversary which our pure hearts, or wills
failed to resist.

And here the Lord’s promises are helpful, assuring us that
he knows our weaknesses and frailties, and the wiles of our
great adversary, the devil, and the influence of the spirit of
the world, which is contrary to the spirit of love: he tells us
that we may go freely to the throne of the heavenly grace,
and obtain mercy in respect to our failures to live up to the
grand standards which our hearts acknowledge, and seek to
conform to; and that we may also find grace to help us in
every time of need. And, availing ourselves of these mercies
and privileges provided through our great High Priest, we are
enabled to fight a good fight against sin. to repulse its at-
tacks upon our hearts and to drive it off if it shall succeed in
invading our flesh. Thus, and thus only, may the Christian
keep himself pure in heart, preserving his stand as one of the
fighters of the good fight, one of the overcomers of the world
and its spirit.

There will be a tendency on the part of the flesh, and the
mind of the flesh, to deceive us in respect to this command-
ment of love. The mind of the flesh will seek to go into part-
nership with the new mind, and will be very ready to recog-
nize love as the rule and law of life, under certain conditions.
The mind of the flesh would recognize love in words, in pro-
fession, in manners—a form of godliness, without its power.
Gentle manners, such as love would demand, may be exercised
by a selfish heart deceiving itself, and seeking to deceive oth-
ers; on the lip may be the smile, the word of praise, of kind-
ness, of gentleness, while in the heart may be feelings of selfish-
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ness, of grudge, of bitterness, of animosity, which, under fa-
vorable conditions, may manifest themselves in more or less
carefully worded slander, or backbiting, or reproaches. Or
these, continuing in the heart and rankling, may, under fa-
vorable conditions, bring forth anger, hatred, malice, strife and
other wicked works of the flesh and of the devil, wholly con-
trary to the proper course of a pure heart, and an utter vari-
ance with the commandment of the law of the New Covenant
—Ilove.

We are, therefore, to have clearly before our minds the
fact that the ultimate object of all the divine dealings for us
and with us, and the ultimate significance of all the 'dwme

romises made to us, is the development of love, which is gogl-
ikeness, for God is love. And to have this love developed in
us, in the sense and to the degree intended by the Lord, it is
necessary that it shall come from a pure heart, in full accord
with the Lord, and his law of love, and wholly antagoms'txc
to the adversary and his law of selfishness. To have this kind
of love in its proper development requires also a good con-
science: for be it remembered that there are bad consciences,
—our consciences require regulating, as do all the other fea-
tures of our fallen nature. If our consciences are to be reg-
ulated we must have some standard by which to set and regu-
late them. The conscience is like a watch whose dial is prop-
erly marked with the hours, but whose correctness as a time-
keeper depends upon the proper regulating of its mainspring,
so that it may point out the hours truthfully: so our con-
sciences are ready to indicate right and wrong to us, but they
can only be relied upon to tell us truly what is right and
what is wrong after being regulated in connection with the new
mainspring, the new heart, the pure will, brought into full
harmony with the law of love, as presented to us in the Word
of God.

Our text also points out the necessity for an undissembled
faith. And here, we believe, is one of the important difficul-
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ties besetting many who are in the nominal churches: they
are not honest; they are not conscientious in respect to their
faith. If they believe differently from the denomination they
have been connected with, they are willing to dissemble their
faith, to misrepresent it, because they fear a disturbance inm
the church; they fear to be thought Peculiar; they iear to lose
the esteem of fellow-Christians (“wheat”) who might un-
derstand them., and of fellow-associates (“tares”) who would
be sure to misunderstand them, and speak evil of them. Th?'
love the praise of men more than they love the praise of God,
else they would not risk the disfavor of God through a vio-
lation of conscience, and a dissembling of their faith, in order
to maintain the friendship of the world and of the nominal
church.

We urge that all our readers consider carefully, studiously,
the words of our text, remembering it is those who miss this
true thought who are not only missing the opportunity of
the present time to be overcomers of the world, and the op-
portunity of the future, to be “joint-heirs with Christ” in his
kingdom, but who, additionally, are lending influence now in
the wrong direction, and are likely to be turned aside to fool-
ish talking, preaching and teaching and discussing matters
which are illogical, irrational, nonsensical; because their
hearts have become darkened through neglect of the principles
which the Lord has set forth for the government of those who
are new creatures in Christ Jesus. And sometimes the mat-
ter goes beyond foolish talking, and the heart becomes em-
bittered and corrupted: love is cast out of the heart. and
selfishness takes its place, and from it flows words of bitter-
ness, anger and evil, instead of words of love, kindness, gen-
tleness, mercy and goodness.

“Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the
issues of life”’—life or death. ‘“Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.”

CLAIMING, RECEIVING AND ADMINISTERING A KINGDOM
Luke 19:11-27.~—Dkc. 23.
“Every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”—Rom. 14:12.

Naturally enough the fact that Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem, the city of the great King, and that he had defl-
nitely acknowledged himself as the Messiah, and that he was
exercising a great influence amongst the people, and that
under this influence the rich Zacchzus had been soundly con-
verted, led the disciples to believe that when they reached
Jesusalem, then only fifteen or twenty miles distant, they
would immediately see tangible evidences of the establish-
ment of God’s kindgom—that they would see Jesus assume
regal robes, power and authority, and that they themselves
would be associated with him in the throne of power, and
that speedily Israel would arise from the dust to be the dom-
inant nation of the world, and through its laws, at the mouth
of Messiah, supported by his divine powers, would bring
blessing to every nation, people, kindred and tongue,

It was in view of this erroneous expectation that our
Lord gave the parable of this lesson—to point out to the
disciples, and vaguely to others, that kingdom glories were
yet a considerable distance in the future, and that before
they could be expected he must leave them and go to the
central seat of government and deceive his commission from
Jehovah, the Father, and return; and that meantime he
would give to some of his servants a work to do in his name
which would prove their loyalty, their love, by their faith-
fulness.

The figure used as the basis of the parable was one with
which the people of Jericho were quite familiar. They had
in their city the palace of Herod, and knew that when his
father, Herod the Great, died, Herod Archelaus, then king,
set out on a mission to Rome, to the court of the Cemsars,
the rulers of the world;—the object of the mission being to
obtain Cmsar’s authority an investiture of government as
the king of Judea instead of his deceased father. They knew
that Herod returned, fully equipped with authority, and was
in consequence the ruler. They knew also that when he
went to Rome a deputation of citizens of Judea was sent
after him to make complaint against him, and to urge that
he be not appointed;—and to inform Ceesar that the gov-
ernment of the Herods was no longer desired by the people
of Judea. Josephus says that this deputation of opponents
who went to Rome numbered 500. The people probably also
remembered that when Herod Archelaus returned with kingly
power he first of all rewarded his faithful retainers with
various offices throughout the kingdom, and subsequently
dealt harshly with those who had manifested their oppo-

sition. Thus we see that those who heard this parable were
much more likely to be appreciative of its significance than
the majority of the people of today would be, because cus-
toms of the present time are so different

It was understood by those who heard the parable that the
Lord referred to himself as the nobleman, that heaven was
the far country, that Jehovah himself was the great King,
whose commission was essential to the establishment of the
Messianic kingdom, and that Jesus’ disciples were the serv-
ants to be entrusted with the “Pounds,” and that those who
would not have him rule over them were more or less in love
and in league with the darkness of sin. Everyone who op-
poses righteousness, or who loves and serves unrighteousness,
is thereby declaring his opposition to the reign of righteous-
ness, which the Lord proposes to establish in the earth in due
time,—when his kingdom shall come and his will shall be
done on earth as it is done in heaven,

There is in this lesson a severe rebhuke (which alas' is
not often recognized) to those who claim that the kingdom
of God was set up at Pentecost. They must see, unless they
with more or less wilfulness close the eyes of their under-
standing, that this parable is against their theory, and teaches
that the kingdom is not to be expected to be set up until
the return of Messiah at his second advent. It is also a re-
buke to those who claim that in some manner, incomprehen-
sible to themselves or anybody else, the second advent took
place 1800 years ago, at the time of Israel’s overthrow, about
A. D. 70. They must see, unless with a certain amount of
wilfulness they close their eyes of understanding against it,
that nothing at all corresponding to a second advent of Christ
took place at that time—nothing corresponding to the setting
up of his kingdom occurred there; nothing corresponding to
the calling of those of his servants and reckoning with them
and rewarding them with places in the kingdom took place
there; nothing corresponding to the calling of his enemies
who would not have him rule over them, and the punishment
of them, took place there—in a. p. 70.

Indeed, the parable is opposed to every theory respecting
the kingdom except for right theory, and it is in full accord
with it; because the right theory is not a human wish or
whim or conjecture to help substantiate some human pro-
gram of events, but is the sum and substance of all the teach-
ings of the divine Word brought into harmonious unison and
interpreted thus, Scripture throwing light upon Scripture,
by the holy spirit.
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Those who heard the parable might have conjectured that
it required months, or possibly years for its fulfilment; but
probably none of them expected that it would require more
than eighteen centuries—because, as natural men, they would
be disposed to look at matters from the natural standpoint,
from the standpoint of seventy to a hundred years as being
the limit of human life. Nor did the disciples even know how
to view matters from the divine standpoint until after they
had received the holy spirit. Under its enlightenment, how-
ever. the Apostle tella us plainly that “A day with the Lord
1s as a thousand years.”—2 Pet. 3:8

As the Revisel Version peints out, the ten servants to
whem the pounds were given were only a part of all the no-
bleman’s servants: they wonld seem to represent the conse-
erated elass who have professed full devotion to the Lord, and
to ewch of whom 1< given a special gift or blessing, not given
to others of the <ervants of the household of faith. This
special gift or blessimg <cems to be referred to by the Apostle,
when he <ays, A measure of the spirit is given to every
man [in the true. con~cerated chureh] to profit withal.” (1]
Cor 12 7) 1t 1~ the same gift to all, the same spirit amongst
all, working in ail of this elass, and the duty of each onc is
to use this gift of the Lord for its increase; and the more
hie devotion and the moie his faithfulness the larger may
be the result-,

We are to notice a ditference between this parable of the
“Pounds” and a <comewhat amilar one of the “Talents.” The
latter represented the natinal abilities of the individual—
“to every man useccording 1o hic several ability.” some one,
some two, <ome e talents or opportunities, DBut this par-
able of the poanls junores the individual abilities of the
servants, and shows them each as receiving the same thing
ond for the <wme purpose. Pos-illy the differences of oppo:-
tunities are to be understood as implied, because the TLord
expressed as hearty wpproval of the onue who gained fow
pounds as he dud the cne who @amed nine, Both did well,
hoth were good both were faithful. The one with greater
talents ip order to be equally faithful with the one of fewer
talents, showld Lo able {o and <hould show larger results:
and the rewaid< ¢iven would seem to imply the same thing —
that ereater saoritices in {he present time “work out a far
mare exceedimg and eternal weight of glory.” And this em-
phasizes the n-tiuctions of a previous les-on, showing that
tho~e who mie el an talents, oppoitonities and privileges, o
fathful achieve a larger victory and a still grander reward
than those who are poorer and who theretore sacrifice less,
tho the waerificing be done m both cases with the same spirit,
which in bhoth is thorouchly acceptable to God, pronounced
well done, and the seivant faithful and cood.

The servant who hid his {alent and returned it, and whose
los« of all opportunitv to <hore in the kingdrm is shown,
would <eenr to represent a class not merely justified but sanc-
tified——conscerated fully to the Lord, and made the recipients
of the holy Spint. ever ac the other members of the body. He
15 ealled a “wieled” <ervaut; not because he had committed
murder or 10hbbery of wny kind. butl because, having as<sumed
an obliration by wheeh e wias entiusted with certain of the
Master’s goads not viven to others, he failed of hic cuvenant
and oblication. Nach a ~ervant could not be trusted, and
propeily was eon~idered unfit for any <hare in the kingdom;
and the blecanus which had been entiusted to him  were
given to the one who had already most, but whose faithful-
ne-s had heen o qbundanthy attested Ly zeal. So to every-
one who nees present blessings and opportunities well, zeal-
ously - farther hlessing~. privileuas and opportunities <hall
be cranted. and jrem those who Jdo not so use them they
will e taken asey,

To o under-tanding we are new living in the very time
tepre~ented Ly tlns feature of the parablo—the time when
our Tard, mvested with the anthoiity of the Father, is about
to take to huimselr s great power and reign; and when, pre-
paratory to that rerrn, be o rechoning with his <ervants now
byvive, with o view to their appointment to places in the
kinsdom he o~ about to inaugurate. It is from this stand-
point that we anterpret the ftestings and siftings now in
progress among~t the consecrated ones in and out of all the
zects of Chrictendom.  “The Lord your God proveth you,
whether ve do love the Lord vour God or no.” Present truth
and pre.sent conditions are testing and showing to what ex-
tent thowe who have rececived the Lord’s favor are faithful
This does not imply that others of this class who have died
m the past of this age are ignored; on the contiary the Serip-
tures assure us that they would be dealt with first, and that
thoce accounted worthy have a share in the first resurrection
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preceding those who are alive and remain at the present time.

But the living ones pass through an experience of testing
(the ending of their trial) before they die; they must give
an account; judgment must pass respecting them; they must
either be gathered, as “wheat” into the barn or be left in
the field where the “tares” are shortly to be burned. For-
tunately for us, the reckoning is not one of an instant, but
time is granted to us to make up our account- =and
blessed is he who, finding that he has not been as faithful as
he might have been in the past, is now putting forth re-
doubled energies—“redeeming the time” (grasping opportun-
ities—Eph. 5:16), in order to make as favorable an account
as possible while our King is waiting to receive them and
willing to show us all the favor that could be desired.

Ten servants were chosen as a general number to repre-
sent all of the consecrated. but only three of thesc are men
tioned as illustrations of faithfulness and unfaithfulness
Thus the Lord avoids even intimating how many of the whole
number of consecrated will prove faithful to their consecra-
tion and enter into the joys of the Lord—into the kingdom
and to share with him in the throne; and how many of them
will fail to be accounted worthy of these honors and bless-
ings: and how many of the latter may he counted worthy of
the second death: and how many of them will come, through
faithfulness in tribulation, to bhe honored servants in the
kingdom.—Rev, 7:9-15.

The enemies of the King are all to be slain, after he takes
to bhimself his great power and hegins his reign; “The last
encmy that shall be destroyed is death.” Some would sug
gest that this <laying will he with the sword of the <pnit.
and imrplv a universal salvation; but to our understanding
such an interpretation would be utterlv at variance with the
spirit of the parable. and hence sophistical, and unworthy ot
any one claiming cither honesty or ahilitv as a teacher in
Israel. There ought to be a reasonable relationship between
the figure of the parable and the realitv, a~ it will be ful-
filled. To our understanding the <laying of the cnemie-
represents clearly and distinetly the punishment which the
Lord prescribes for the enemies of righteousness, 112 the
second death. However, this by no means «ignifies that ali
the people (aside from the specially trusted servants) arc
enemies. It was not <o in the parable, which rather implies
four classes: (1} The king’s servants; (2) thosce specially
granted the pounds for use in his service; (3) the ecitizens
(4) the class of the latter opposed to the king, his laws, ete

After the kingdom has been established under the King
and his then exalted servants, we may be sure that all in
harmony with him will have cause to rejoice in his favor and
the blescings of the kingdom; and if some of the citizens had
misunderstood the Xing’s character. having heard hhm tia
duced and slandered, they will soon perceive, under the
hlessed conditions of the Millennial day. how grossly the
“Prince of this World” had misrepresented the character o?
the Prince of Peace. telling them that he (the latter) had
a place of eternal torment prepared for them, into which he
would surely cast nine-tenths of their number, ete.. ete. When
these begin to have the eyes of their under<tanding opened
so that “the light of the knowledge of the goodness of God.
~hining in the face of the new King, will bring them enlight
enment and joyful privileges hitherto undreamed of, many of
them, unquestionably. instead of lonzer being enemies and
hating the King and hating his rule, will become staunct
friends and supporters, and will rejoice greatly that they
arc freed from the yoke of the former prince, Sitan. and
will rejoice in his binding, which makes possible their libera-
tion from the bondage of ignorance, superstition, fear and
calumny.

It will require all of the thousand years to demonstrate
who are the friends of truth and richteousness and who their
enemies. The “enemies” of righteousness, are enemies of
God and of Christ. and of all who are in harmony with
tighteousness; and this separation from the King’s friends is
Seripturally represented as the separating of the ‘goats”
from the “sheep.” which will progress throughout that Mil
lennial period, and eventuate in the gathering of all the
“.heep” to the right-hand of the King’s favor, and the gath-
erine of all the “goats,” of contrary dispositions. to the left-
hand of his disfavor,—where, because of their wilful and in-
telligent reiection of the principles of righteousness (the
laws of his kingdom), they will be counted not his servant:
or messengers, but the servants or messengers of Satan, and
aa such they will meet their dectruction in the symbolical
lake of fire, “‘which is the second death.”—Rev. 20:14; Matt
25-31-46.%

"+ Qee our issue of March 15 and April 1, 1900, page 101.
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“THOU CROWNEST THE YEAR WITH THY GOODNESS”

PsaLM 65:11.—DEec. 30.

What more appropriate lesson could have been chosen for
the close of the year! It is fitting that the Lord’s people
should continually keep trace of the mercies and blessings
they enjoy—otherwise the pressure of the cares of this life
and the deceitfulness of riches would so crowd in upon our
minds and hearts as to cover from our ohservations and ulti-
mately choke up completely the springs of divine grace,
which, kept open. minicter continually to our jov and re-
freshment in the holy Spirit.

To this end it is appropriate that we have a daily review
of the blessings we enjoy—that every evening we call to
mind the privileges enjoyed, the providences which have
guided our way, and the blessings, both temporal and spirit-
ual, which have come to us; some of them in common with
the world in general and others of a special kind, known to
and appreciated by those only who know the Shepherd and
are known of him;— who hear his voice and to whom the
rod and staff, his chastenings and guidance, are continually
a comfort and a joy.

It is appropriate, too, that we take weekly reviews, look
ing at the same mercies and blessings from a still broader
standpoint of observation, reminding us of the rest into which
we have entered through faith in the precious blood. and
also of the rest that remains for the people of God, whereof
God his given us assurance in that on the first day of the
week he raised up Jesus from the dead.—Heb. 4:3, 9.

But it is with special appiopriateness that at the close
of the still larger cyele of a vear we should tike a still hroader
and mere comprehensive view of our experiences, looking cir-
cumspectly at the way we have traveled and considering well
which hive heen the steps which hindered progress, and which
have heen proper steps in the footprints of Jesus, bringing
us neirer to the goal—the “mark” which we must surely at-

tain i we would be accounted worthy of a share in the prom-
ised kinedom.

A vear mav scem a longer or a shorter period. according
to the eircumstances. To the mind of childhood it is a very
lone period while to more developed minds. filled with the
activitics of life. it seems much chorter—e<peeding all too rap-
idly to permit the accomplichment of all the things desired
to be achieved. Then again, the year will seem proportion-
ately lono as it hae contained draughts of bitter experience
or sufferings, mental or phvsical;—proportionately short, as
it haa contained jovs and pleasures which seem to slip away
all too quicklv. To a certain extent such experiences are
common to all mankind: yet the Christian, especially if he
have been for some time in the school of Christ and is some-
what developed both in knowledge and in grace, hag a larger
capacity than others for grasping and appreciating life: be-
eause no matter how unsound his natural mind may have
heen he has now “the mind of Christ,” *‘the spirit of a sound
mind.” which is far hetter able than the natural mind to es-
timate matters at their true worth,

Such an advanced Christian looks back through the year
and reealls life’s storms as well as its sunchine, its sorrows
as well as its joys, is tears as well as its smiles, and sorrows
not as others who have no hope (but who. instead. have more
or less of vague fear and dread of the future, both of present
life and thit which is to come). His troubles have heen di-
vested of their hobgoblin features, and minimized hv the spirit
of a sound mind, and the 1nstruetions of God’s Word, which
assures all such that the trials, difficulties and adversities of
life richtly accepted as lessons, are blessings in disguise—
which will work out “a far more exceeding and an eternal
weight of glory” in the life to come.—2 Cor. 4:186, 17.

He will perceive too. that his joys have been of a purer
and a more <olid kind than anv he ever knew hefore he was
hegotten of the holy Spirit. They have not had commingled
with them the hitterness of envy, malice and hatred but have
been unalloved:; because thev have not heen rejoicings in
iniquity. but rejoicings in the truth. Moreover, they have
been much more numerous than ever before: hecause he not
only is able to joy in the Lord, joy in his Word, jov in the
holy spirit. jov in fellowship with brethren of like precious
faith, but by the grace of God he has been enabled addition-
ally to joy in tribulation also;—mnot because he loved tribu-
lation, but because he loved the patience, the experience, the
character, which God assures us are a fruitage which all trib-
ulations must yield us under his providence. if we are rightly
exercised thereby.—James 1:3, 4; Rom. 5:3.

Of whom are all these things true? Not of every man,
surely for alas!' we know many who have no such experi-
ence—the world that lieth in darkness knows not God. Nor
are these experiences true of all people of intelligence —mnom-
inally Christians. Surely but comparativelv few of those
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who protess the name of Christ enjoy these precious experi-
ences, or will be able to look back upon the year with satis-
faction of this kind, realizing that God has crowned the year
with his goodness! Many who cannot rejoice in the good-
ness which we have enumerated foregoing, will nevertheless
return thanks for temporal good things and mercies, and
strive to peer into the darkness with which an insufficient
knowledge and an insufficient faith enshrouds the trials and
difficulties of life, which to them are incomprehensible and
sources of no joy, and generally of little advantage; because
they have not taken the necessary step of full consecration to
the Lord. to bring them under his protecting care and under
the enlightening influence of his Woird through his spirit: or,
having taken the step of consecration, they have not been per-
forming their vows, but seeking to serve both God and Mam-
mon, without pleasing either, and without receiving satisfac-
tory blessing from either.

The class which can and does look back through the vear
from the standpoint that we have described—the eclass which
looking back can see that God’s goodness has crowned every
feature of life throughout the year. is the “little flock.” the
true Church, whose names are written in heaven,—the body
of Christ the bride class. They are desciibed hv the Prophet
in preceding verses of this Psalm. Thev are the true Zion,
which shall shortlv be set up, filled with divine glory. the joy
of the whole earth, and the divine channel of hlessing to all
the families of mankind; “For out of Zion chall go the Law,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”—Ilear the
Prophet:—

“Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion:

And unto thee <hall the vow he performed.

O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh
come!

Iniquities prevail against me: as for my transgres-
sions, thou shalt purge them away.

Blessed is the man whom thou choosesi, and causecat to
approach unto thee,

That he may dwell in thy courts.

We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house,

The holy place of thy temple.”

Here we have a description of the elect church, of which
Christ j« the Head, and all the faithful royal priests who,
now fulfilling their vows of sacrifice. are companions in the
sufferings of Christ, as bv and bv they shall be his compan-
ions alsn in the glory that shall be revealed. (Rom. 8:17,
18) They are God’s choice. or lis “elect.” for, as the Apos-
tle informs us. God has predestinated that this c¢lass whom he
will choose <hall all be copies of hic Son.  (Rom. 8-29) They
shall dwell in his house—thev will h» members of the egreat
temple which the Lord God is bunilding of spiritual stones,
in and throurh which he will bless the world with a knowl-
edge of himself and his grace.—1 Pet 2-4-8.

Is it any wonder that these can rejoice in spirit, saving,
“Praise the Lord, O my soul. and forget not all his benefits”?
“He hath put a new song into my month. even the loving-
kindness of our God.” Ts it any wonder that these looking
back ean see in the year that is past that which has blessed
and rejoiced them in every sense of the word has been of di-
vine goodness, and that thus God has crowned the whole vear
with his favor toward them? Thexe can say with faithful
Joshua “Not one thine hath failed of all the good things
which the Lord your God spake "—Jochua 23-14,

These are assured by their Lord that in the Father's
houce are manv mansions, manv conditions, suitable
to the manv kinds of his intellicent creatures; nev-
ertheless there was no mansion for them because thevy were
to be a new nature, “partakers of the divine nature” and
hence it would be necessary for him to oo awav and “pre-
pare a place for them”—a heavenly condition The<e, know-
that thev must he prepared for the place, as well a< the place
be prepared for them. are enabled to reioice under every blow
of the harmmer of diseipline, hecauce they realize that it is &
part of the Macter’s work in their preparation to fill the
place to which they have been ealled in the Father’s house—
which will be the place of God’s temple, in which they are
to be livine stones.—Eph. 2:10.

And if the experiences and sentiments of this “little floek”
are hevond the ken of the natural man, his neighbors and
friends, is it anv wonder? Despiced and rejected of men
thev are nevertheless God’s royal priesthood; ‘“as deceivers,
and vet true; as unknown and vet well known; as dving,
and behold they live”—a lifc more abundant. In all these
things they have cause to rejoice, realizing that the path
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in which they tread has in it the footprints of him who re-
deemed them and became the leader and forerunner of this
priesthood. The world knows us not, even as it knew him
not.

As we thus review the leadings of divine providence dur-
ing the year that is past, let God’s goodness and mercy stim-
ulate our faith and confidence in him as respects the New
Year coming in. A proper retrospect on the part of a proper
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child of God will enable him not only to render thanks for
the past, but to look up an lift up his head, realizing that
our deliverance is nearer than when we first believed; and
that he that began a good work in us is both able and willing
to complete it, if we will but continue to submit our wills, our
lives, our all, to his wisdom and loving care—Rom. 13:11;
Phil. 1:6; 1 Pet. 5:5, 6.

“NO WEAPON FORMED AGAINST THEE SHALL PROSPER”

Isa1aH 54:17.

Our publications have many able enemies, yet one and
all they are powerless in their opposition. As in the harvest
of the Jewish age the Scribes, Pharisees and Doctors of the
Law, when they could not resist the truths then due,
“gnashed upon him with their teeth,” but “could not answer
him,” so it is now in the harvest of the Gospel age. Their
rage is impotent except as it resorts to misrepresentation and
sophistical trickery which the Lord assures us cannot “de-
celve the very elect.”

About ten years ago a certain Professor Morehead (him-
self tabooed by many as a “heretic” because of his advocacy
of pre-millennarian views) wrote an article for the United
Presbyterian in which he did his worst to defame MILLEN-
N1AL Dawn. The article was reprinted as a tract in various
quarters by persons laboring under similar misconceptions of
divine and human justice. These are published by some
three or four parties—mone of whom, probably, ever read
the books he seeks to defame.

We did not consider Prof. Morchead’s tirade worthy an
answer, believing as we still do, that honest people (of whom
alone we need expect to find the “saints” whom we seek)
would be quite able to discern the professor’s sophistry. The
below correspondence will be interesting to our readers as
showing the correctness of our supposition that honest chil-
dren of God are not misled by the Adversary and his agents.

CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN TWO MINISTERS RE MILLEN-
NIAL DAWN AND THE MOREHEAD ‘‘SMOKE"’
{Brother Seddon, as we understand it, was at the time Re-
cording Secretary of the Southern Chautauqua Assembly of
Atlanta, Ga., and Bro. Worrell a visiting speaker at its
Evangelical Alliance prayer service. The matter has been
held over for some time now in order to permit Bro. Worrell
to find time for a reply justifying his position, but all in
vain.)
ATLANTA, GA., Aug. 11, 1899.
Dear BroTHER RUSSELL:—You will probably be interested
in the enclosed, which will explain itself. Kindly return to
me the letter to Bro. Worrell re the Morehead tract. Keep
the latter, however, if you can use it in any way. [The
letters follow in their order.] Yours fraternally,
A. E. SEDDON.

ATLANTA, GaA.,, Aug. 2, 1899.
Rev. A. S. WORRELL,

DeAR BroTHER:—I was in the Alliance prayer-meeting
this afternoon when, in the close of your address, you de-
nounced as unseriptural the teachings of C. T. Russell of
Allegheny City, Pa. I regret that the necessity of your hav-
ing i1mmediately to catch a train deprived me of an oppor-
tumty I greatly desired to ask you in what particulars in
your opinion the teachings of the MILLENNIAL DAWN series
of books are unscriptural. I have read four volumes of that
series, and other writings of Bro. Russell’s, and am not only
interested but also impressed by his presentation of God’s
Word. If there are some points in which he is at variance
with God’s Word. I should estcem it a great kindness and
an act of extreme hrotherly service to have them pointd out.
Hoping you will kindly reply, I am,

Yourg fraternally, A. E. Sepnon.
LouisviLLe, Ky., Aug. 12, 1899.
AMr. A. E. Seopox,

DEAR Sir:—Yours of the 2nd inst. has been received and
noted, in reply to which I enclose a tract touching on some of
the evils of the MiLLenN~xiaL DAwN., Much more could be
said, but my time is taken up in other work that falls to my
lot 1n my regular business.

It amazes me that anyone who really knows the Christ
of the Bible should have ever been ensnared by the writings
of Mr. Russell. The Christ of Mr. Russell is altogether a
different character from the Christ of the Bible. See Isa.
9:6: John 1-1, 2, ete., ete.

I trust that his writings do not truly represent him.

May you, my dear sir, not be ruined by the errors of Mr.
Russell. Respectfully,
A. S. WORRELL.

ATLANTA, GA., Aug. 14, 1899.
ReEv. A. S. WORRELL,

DEar Sir:—On receiving today yours of the 12th inst.,
in reply to my request of an earlier date, that you should
specify charges that you make against the writings of Bro.
Chas. T. Russell (in justification of your denunciation of
those writings at the Evangelical Alliance prayer meeting),
I regret I cannot accept it as a satisfactory reply.

I cannot resist the impression either that you ranked my
intelligence very low in supposing I could accept such a re-
Ply as having any weight at all, or that, giving me credit
for average intelligence, you trifled with my sincere and even
anxious inquiries by sending an answer which would not
have satisfied you, had our positions been reversed.

The only charge you made against the MILLENNIAL DawN
doctrines in your address was that you had known cases
where Christian character had ‘wilted’ under their influence.
But you surely cannot use that as a proof that the doctrines
are unscriptural, since such ‘wilting’ is possible and frequent-
ly happened under Apostolic teaching. See Heb. 6:4-6;
10:28-31; 1 John 5:16. I wrote you in all sincerity asking
for a specification of charges. I understood from your own
statement that you were wholly given up to the Lord’s work.
It was as a sincerely inquiring disciple who supposed it pos-
sible that you could clearly see some aspect of truth that had
escaped my notice that I felt such an inquiry was rightly
made of the Lord’s servant, and that in the Lord’s name I
had a right to expect a candid statement of specific charges.

What do you send me? A statement that your time is
taken up in other work that falls to your lot in the course
of your regular business; but you find time to express amaze-
ment that any one who really knows the Christ of the Bible
should ever have been ensnared by the writings of Mr. Rus-
sell. You make the assertion, “The Christ of Mr. Russell is
altogether a different character from the Christ of the Bible;”
but you do not specify one single item of the alleged differ-
ence. You express a hope that his writings do not truly rep-
resent him and that I may not be ruined by his errors, but
you do not pen one sentence calculated to avert that ruin,
nor do you suggest any explanation of your extraordinary
hope that Mr. Russell may think one way and write another.
Is that something to be hoped for? If a man teach errors,
it surely were better for him that he believe that he is teach-
ing the truth, than that, knowing the truth, he nevertheless
teaches error with seeming sincerity in writings that do not
truly represent him. It seems to me that could your “hope”
for Bro. Russell be realized, it would place him in a very low
plane of moral obliquity.

In addition to this you enclose two tracts, one an excel-
lent homily on Luke 2:10, 11, in which, after carefully read-
ing it twice, I cannot discern the remotest connection with
my inquiries. Personally 1 would say “Amen” to every sen-
tence of that tract—and I believe that Brother Russell would
do the same. You also enclose a tract which is a direct at-
tack upon the MILLENNIAL DAwN books. To this I will now
refer.

You express a hope that Bro. Russell’s writings do not
truly represent him. I think it will be the kindest thing I
can say to you that I trust this attack on the MILLENNIAL
Dawn books by Prof W. G. Morehead does not truly repre-
sent what you as a Christian brother, would say about those
books if your “regular business” allowed you sufficient leisure
to read them—and you certainly ought to read them before
you attack them again. Your first attack may be excused
on the ground of misinformation, but that excuse should never
avail you again,

Can you as a fair minded man approve an attack which
cites the price of a book as an argument against it, that cites
the missionary zeal displayed in advocating its teachings as
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argument against it; that calls names—“nocturnal halluei-
nations,” “hydrophobic,” “packed full of fundamental error,”
“product of insanity,” compared with “the infidel Renan”?
This is not honest Christian controversy! I think too well
of you to suppose that you really endorse this kind of attack;
yet by charitable estimate of you is sorely tried when I re-
flect that you evidently thought this kind of argument good
enough for me.

As regards the teachings of the MILLENNIAL DAwN books
on the human and divine in the nature of Christ, can you
state a presentation of Scripture teaching on that important
subject that more satisfactorily answers to all the Serip-
tural statements than Bro. Russell’s? If you can, then for
Christ’s sake I earnestly and reverently ask you to do it;
and T am convinced that Bro. Russell will receive it no less
gratefully than I.

I was recommended to write to you as a scholar. I would
now ask you candidly as a Greek scholar and a Seriptural
exegete: Can you find fault with Bro. Russell’s exegesis of
kelusma [“shout”}? If you can, what is the error? If yom
cannot, why do you make use of the Morehead attack? If
Prof. Morehead himself could assail the MILLENNIAL DAwWN
teachings on the two points above referred to, why did he
not do it? If he cannot assail them, is he not guilty of
shameful insincerity in making believe that he can?

With regard to Bro. Russell’s opinions respecting the
dates 1874 and 1914, time, of course, will alone prove how
far he is right. But surely you do not endorse Prof. More-
head in suggesting these opinlons are in the nature of deadly
heresy. I have read a vast quantity of Millennial literature,
“pre” and “post,” have listened to a great deal of platform
and pulpit talk on the same subject, and am utterly unable
to conjecture what, out of all the bewildering mass, has a
right to the name of “orthodox premillenarianism” by the
side of which all other opinions are to be denounced as “noc-
turnal hallucination.” Your own recent exposition of 2 Tim.
3 led me to infer that you regard these as the closing days
of this present dispensation. Has your study of prophecy
led you to detect deadly heresy in Brother Russell’s conclu-
sions? If so, what is it?

I understand the Morehead attack to assert that Bro.
Russell teaches that the resurrection will be simultaneous
for all the dead. My simple answer is that in MILLENNIAL
Dawx, Vor. IV, pp. 640, 641, Prof. Morehead can find con-
clusive proof that he is incorrect. If the bracketed words
(“simultaneous for all the dead”) are not intended to indi-
cate the writer’s understanding of Brother Russell’s teach-
ings, but his own conception of Scripture teaching, he had
better consult his New Testament before he attacks a Chris-
tian brother again. The emphasis placed on a “first resur-
rection” of necessity implies subsequent resurrection. “All
that are in the graves shall hear the voice of the Son of

ZION’S WATCH TOWER
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Man and shall come forth”; but not all of these will have
part in the first resurrection.

Prof. Morehead, in section 7 of his attack, ignores, pos-
sibly does not know enough Greek to distinguish between,
the parousia and the epiphania. I was referred to you as a
Greek scholar. As such I cannot imagine that you can en-
dorse the Morehead attack or apparent attack. Are you, as
a student of the Greek New Testament, prepared to deny and
disprove from Scripture that the Lord’s second coming will
at first be discerned by only a comparatively few faithful
watchers? Do you regard the word ‘“coming” in our Eng-
lish version as adequate to embrace the ideas embodied by
both parousia and epiphania?

I have detained you so long in criticism of the Morehead
attack because I am inclined to believe that you made use of
it hastily. I want you to read it carefully, to discern ite
dishonesty, its innuendo, its crafty appeal to the odium
theoligicum, its essential weakness, its unchristian vitupera-
tion. Lay it aside, Bro. Worrell. Don’t fight for the Lord
with the devil’s weapons. If Bro. Russell errs there is Serip-
ture to show it. If Scripture is on his side then I am con-
vinced that after you have shaken off the theological preju-
dice with which you are apparently possessed, you will have
grace enough to admit that Bro. Russell has a right to speak
and to be judged by the Word; and that denunciation about
“ensnaring souls,” “ruin,” expressions of amazement, .etc.,
have really more of bluff about them than of the spirit of
Christ.

Your statement about “wilting” of character under the in-
fluence of Bro. Russell’s teaching proves that your oppor-
tunities of observation have not been wide enough to qualify
you to form an accurate estimate; certainly not wide enough
to justify you in assuming the office of public censor as you
did on the 2nd inst. The humble and persistent zeal of the
“Pilgrims,” engaged in teaching the views advocated by Bro.
Russell, comes nearer to apostolic zeal and self-abnegation
than most Christian work now-a-days. I have known many
who, like you, seem to be afraid of Bro. Russell's teachings,
yvet who pay well deserved tribute of admiration to the devo-
tion and consecration of those who accept it.

As for Bro. Russell himself, I do not know him personally,
have never met him, never seen his portrait even; yet I can-
not help admiring the absence of the “ego” in his ministry.
I have several times written to him concerning difficulties
I have encountered in reading his works. He always replies
personally; he presents reasons lucidly and never indulges
in denunciation or exclamations of amazement. He never uses
the trickery practiced by Prof. Morehead, nor resorts to in-
nuendo. I am, dear Brother Worrell, .

Yours in the love and pursuit of the truth as it is in
Christ Jesus, Arrrep E. Seppon.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

THE BEGINNING AND ENDING OF THE MILLENNIUM

_ Question.—1 understand from Rev. 20:4-6, that Christ will
reign one thousand years, and from verses 2 and 7 that Satan
will be bound during that period. If Christ began to reign
in 1878, and Satan will not be bound until 1915, the two
periods do not seem to synchronize; and furthermore, both
extend beyond the seventh-thousand year period which, ac-
cording to our Bible chronology, began in the Autumn of 1872.
How is this? Can you assist me?

Answer—The Lord has evidently arranged for the gradual
closing of the Gospel age and opening of the Millennial age,
in such a manner that the one laps upon the other, with
some particular purpose in view; but just what his purposes
are he has not been pleased to inform us; and since this ex-
tends into the future we may reasonably suppose that it is
not now “meat in due season for the household of faith.” When
the end has been reached and accompliched, we have no doubt
whatever that it will be manifested to all of the Lord’s people
that his Word has been accurately fulfilled. Until then a
certain amount of faith is required and expected from those
who have so many evidences of the Lord’s wisdom and exact-
ness in the features of his plan already accomplished
“We can trust him where we cannot trace him.” Apparently
this matter of when the thousand-year period should be reck-
oned as fully beginning and fully ending will be an open
question until the close of the Millennial age. It is our expec-
tation, from Rev. 20:8, 9. that the obscurity of this question
will have something to do with the final test of loyalty and
obedience to God, which will come upon the whole world of
mankind who will have enjoyed the blessings of restitution
throughout the Millennial age, and have attained perfection

at its close. The indefiniteness of the end of the period would
appear to be an important feature of their testing. Apparent-
ly they will think the period of Christ’s mediatorial reign
ended before the Lord’s time; and some of them, impatient of
delay, will make a demonstration, and demand of the earthly
representatives of the kingdom that full dominion be at once
restored to perfect man, according to their understanding of
the divine plan and its times and seasons. )

In so doing these will be demonstrating their own un-
worthiness to enter the age of perfection which will follow
the Millennium and will be destroyed in the second death.
For, while such an attitude of mind may be forgivable in im-
perfect men of today. those perfect beings who shall have had
a full restitution and large experience will be required to
exercise a full faith, an unwavering confidence in the wisdom,
love and promises of the Creator. And their failure to manifest
implicit faith and obedience to the divine program after all their
experience will be proof sufficient that they are unworthy of
the eternal state. If permitted to go beyond into the full
liberties of sons of God they would always be liable to sin
and its consequences; and God’s promise is that there shall be
no more sighing, no more dying, no more crying, no more
pain there, the equivalent of a promise that there shall be no
more sin. Hence all who shall not have developed characters
in full accord with, and fully submitted to the divine will, will
be esteemed as having enjoyed all the blessings and privileges
divine mercy has to offer. The fire, the judgment from heaven,
will destroy such from among the people, in the second death,
as unworthy of life-eternal. .

The Scripture declaration respecting the saints, the “over-
comers” is, “They lived and reigned a thousand years.” The
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