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source of great blessing to others of my fellow-creatures not 
so bountifully supplied; in fact, I have in my hand the power 
to make many fellow-creatures comfortable and happy; and in 
discharging this stewardship in this proper manner I shall 
have much greater pleasure than if I endeavored selfishly 
to use all these bounties upon myself, or to store them up for 
my own use in the future.

Such an unselfish, generous course would not only have 
had divine approval, and thus have constituted “true riches” 
“laid up in heaven,” but, additionally, it would have been the 
most direct road to happiness for the already favored indi­
vidual himself. I t  is a true proverb, “There is that scattereth 
and yet increaseth, and there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.” So, many have found 
that hoarding of earthly wealth leads to poverty of heart, to 
a meanness of disposition, which is not enjoyed by the individ­
ual himself, and which is strongly reprobated by him with 
whom rests our eternal interests, our everlasting blessing and 
riches. On the contrary, he who uses, in harmony with his 
best judgment, the earthly wealth committed to his care, 
thereby purchases to himself a rich reward of approbation on 
the part of all with whom he has to do; and, through the 
Lord’s gracious arrangement in Christ, this cultivation of the 
spirit of love becomes a most important factor in respect to his 
attainment of everlasting joy and blessing.

As illustrating the uncertainty of such selfish calculations, 
our Lord might have made the parable to close by showing 
the rich man as losing all of his possessions and being reduced 
to beggary through some misfortune, such as war or fire; or 
he might have shown him the victim of a loathsome disease, 
in which even his riches could not purchase attendance, so 
that thus he might suffer want in the midst of plenty. But he 
chose to close the parable by merely representing the rich 
man as dying suddenly— ceasing to have and to hold and 
greedily enjoy his selfish hoardings. “Soul, take thine ease,” 
etc., is merely another way of saying— Self, take thine ease, 
eat drink, etc.

Our Lord, to enforce the lesson, then raises the question, 
Whose, then, shall these things be? They could no longer be 
enjoyed by the accumulator, whoever might get them; he 
would be poor indeed, whoever might enjoy them; for these 
were all that he had; he had given up thought and effort and 
every talent to money-making and to attempted selfish enjoy­
ments, and had not been rich toward God,—had not been 
rich in good works— had not laid up treasure in heaven. His 
life had been a failure; he would enter the next life a pauper, 
as respects mental and moral development in good qualities. 
He would enter it with a load of selfishness, with which to 
some extent he had been born, but to which he had added 
greatly by a life of selfishness. And his load of selfishness

will, in that future life, for a time handicap his efforts toward 
true nobility, should he then make efforts toward perfection 
under the gracious terms of the Millennial kingdom.

Tho our Lord in the parable represents the covetous per­
son as succeeding in accumulating riches, yet, as a matter of 
fact, the majority of covetous people never so succeed; and 
their selfishness is not less reprehensible from the fact that 
it fails of success. The thought rather is that if a covetous 
person who succeeds makes a miserable failure of life, how 
much worse would be the failure of the covetous person who 
gains nothing, either in the present life or in that which is 
to come!

Our Lord, turning to his disciples at this juncture, gave 
a special lesson applicable to them only, and not to the 
multitude. Literally translated this message is: Be not
anxious as respects your earthly life, its food and its cloth­
ing. Think rather of the life which is to come; remember 
that this present condition is, from the divine standpoint, a 
death condition. Consider that in you who believe, the new, 
the eternal life, has already begun, and that if you will faith­
fully continue under present conditions in living for this new 
life, and not after the flesh, it will be perfected in the First 
Resurrection. Think more of your bodies than of the rai­
ment which covers them; think more of your life than of the 
natural food by which it is at present sustained. God is able 
and willing to give perfect life and perfect bodies and perfect 
conditions to those who believe in me, who walk in my foot­
steps and meet my approval. The reason why you need not 
take anxious thought for these temporal things, for which 
the world takes anxious thought (and necessarily so), is this: 
you have come into harmony with God, and have been adopted 
into his family; believing in me. you have been granted “lib­
erty to become sons of Ood.” (John 1:12) As sons of God, with 
the new life begun in you, you are to realize that everything 
of the present life is quite unworthy to be compared with 
the future and eternal interests. You are to remember that, 
having consecrated yourselves to the Father’s will in becoming 
my disciples, you have given up every interest and matter to 
his superior wisdom. Be content, therefore; be without 
anxiety, knowing that so long as you abide in me, and so 
long as you are walking in my footsteps, your Heavenly 
Father knoweth what things you have need of, even before 
you ask him, and is both able and willing to give what is best.

Therefore, if in divine providence you receive poverty as 
your unavoidable portion, accept it as best for you. accord­
ing to divine wisdom; remembering that it is our Redeemer 
who is guarding our future and eternal interest, and permit­
ting such experiences in this present life as will be most 
beneficial to us, and as will lead most directly to eternal riches 
and favors, and that in greatest measure.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
THE CHICAGO LOVE FEAST

A love feast from beginning to end! This was the public 
expression of manv, and apparentlv the sentiment of all in 
attendance. Our Lord surely poured us out a grand spiritual 
blessing and refreshment. Surely if any went away empty 
it was in part or in whole his own fault. None of our con­
ventions ever exhibited more love for the Lord and his truth 
and his brethren. Indeed each succeeding one seems just a 
little better than its predecessors, however grand they were. 
And may we not expect this, as we approach nearer and 
nearer in our journey toward “The general assembly and 
church of the first-borns?” It would be but reasonable that 
the ripening of the hearts of a larger number should be more 
and more manifest in the exhibited fruits of the spirit.

The Chicago Convention was announced as a—
CONVENTION OF BELIEVERS IN THE ATONEMENT 

Through “ the Precious Blood of Christ’ ’— “ A Ransom for All,”  and 
in His Millennial Kingdom

It lasted for three days, continuously— except for inter­
missions for food and rest— and was followed by a colporteurs’ 
session in the interest of those already in that service, or 
about to enter it.

The attendance was the best we have ever had;—three im­
portant items contributing: (1) Chicago’s large population
and the goodly number already interested in the truth there.
(2) The city’s central location. (3) The unusually low 
rates of railroad fare granted from every direction and over 
all roads. The number in attendance was estimated at be­
tween 500 and 600, and of these about 300 were from outside 
Chicago.

We had a grand time! The Lord be praised! May the 
blessing so abundantly poured out not only be lasting in its 
effect upon those who received it, but may it overflow from 
them upon the brethren at their various homes, and thus be­
come wide-spread. We know well that we had the loving 
thoughts and earnest prayers of many thousands not privi­
leged to meet with us. Eighty-two symbolized their conse­
cration to death by water baptism (46 brothers, 36 sisters) 
It was a grand sight, such as is seldom witnessed on earth. 
We may be sure that our Lord, the great Chief Reaper, and 
the saints who have already joined him “beyond the vail,” 
and also our guardian angels who continually minister unto 
those who shall be heirs of salvation, looked upon that scene 
with deep interest, as did some three hundred brethren in the 
flesh who were witnesses.

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS TROUBLED
The split between Northern and Southern Presbyterians 

during the Civil war made of them practically two distinct 
bodies or denominations. The troubles and suggestions re­
specting the Confession of Faith have all been amongst the 
Northern brethren, until lately. However, at the last “Gen­
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian church ( South) ” a petition 
was received from the Presbytery of Brazos, Texas, requesting 
that the Assembly “modify the statements of the Confession 
regarding the eternal damnation of non-elect infants.”

The resolution was strangled in committee which reported 
adversely to any discussion of the Confession fearing no doubt 
that the question once opened never would close. The repre­
sentatives of the Brazos Presbytery asked an amendment to
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the Confession reading thus:— “All dying in infancy are elect 
infants, and are regenerated,” etc., Chapter 10, paragraph 3.

Note now the shrewd but dishonest tieatment of that peti­
tion (formulated by the committee and adopted by the As­
sembly) in these words,— “We recommend that the prayer of 
the overture be declined, inasmuch as the piesent language of 
the Confession cannot, by any fair intei pretation, be con­
strued as teaching that any of those who die in infancy are 
lost.”

Let us read over this paragraph 3, Chapter 10, of the Con­
fession and see whether or not the Brazos biethren and hu­
manity m general have mis-read it. Here it is: “Elect in­
fants, dying in infancy, are regenerated, and saved by Christ 
through the Spirit, who worketh when, and where, and how 
he pleaseth. So also aie all other elect persons who are in­
capable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the 
Word.”

If the General Assembly were sincere in averring that in 
their judgment these words do not teach that there are non­
elect infants who dying in infancy are lost, then it follows 
that these brethren have totally repudiated the doctiine of 
election taught in other paragraphs of their Confession of 
Faith. For if all infants are elect, or if the election does not 
take place until after the peiiod of infancy, then they must 
deny all that Calvinism stands foi in tile way of Predestina­
tion and Foreordination. Otherwise they would be forced to 
the position that mil if elect persons die in infancy and hence 
must assume that God specially intervenes to prevent the non­
elect fiom d\mg in infancy, specially supervising the deaths 
of the millions of infants dying annually from infanticide, 
lack of caie etc.

But to think of the Geneial Assembly taking any of the 
above positions would be altogethei unreasonable, and hence 
we are unwillingly fenced to think of their resolution as 
lacking in honesty, lacking in truthfulness, which they no

doubt excused on the Jesuitical plea that— It is right to do
wrong if thereby you can serve God and the church. How­
ever, the church is not served by this false statement, even if
a sect is thereby held together a little longer. The true
church "whose names are written in heaven,” and which will 
eventually include all the truly “elect” “little flock,” is never 
benefited or served by error or falsehood; but, as our Lord 
declared, only by the truth— “Sanctify them through thy 
truth, thy Word is truth.” Nor is God served or honored by 
such false representations of his WTord and plan.

Furthermore, the specifications of “elect infants” implies 
that the fiamers of this Confession had in mind non-elect in­
fants who die in infancy, whose fate they left to be implied 
by the intelligent reader, who, if he accepted this Westmin­
ster Confession as a whole, would believe in elect and non-elect 
adults, and coupling this with the specifications of the same 
Confession on predestination would conclude that eveiv non- 
elect adult must at one time have been a non-elect nijant, 
who dying in infancy would have died non-elect and unregen­
erated and unsaved by Christ through the spiiit who worked 
not upon them at any time nor anywhere nor anyhow, be­
cause he pleased not so to do, they being non-elect.

One would suppose that our dear Presbytei ian fiiends, 
finding themselves in such inextricable confusion on this doc­
trine of election, and yet finding much on the subject m the 
Bible, would be ready, yes anxiously and hungrily waiting for 
the reasonable Bible-solution of the subject presented in Mil­
lennial Daimi. Yet comparathely few of them seem to be so. 
The only reasonable explanation is that the majority are not 
sufficiently honest with themselves and with each other, and 
wdtli God and his Word. They do not sufficiently love the 
truth— error is preferred. They do not hunger and thirst 
after right. Hence also the comparatively few who aie “sanc­
tified through the tiutli”— the large number failing to make 
their calling and election sure, because unsanctified by reason 
of their false doctlines.

TH E “ B IB L E  H O U SE,”  ALLEGH EN Y

Friends of the cause naturally feel a deep interest in 
e\et vthing connected in any inannei with the ha l vest 
voik. We have frequently been urged to publish the Editoi's 
picture either in the Daw ns or in these columns; but have as 
persistently refused. It is the truth rather than its servant 
that should be honored and proclaimed. There is too much 
disposition to credit truth to the preacher, forgetful that all 
truth is of God, w’ho uses one or another servant in its proc­
lamation as it may please him.

However, when requested to publish a photo of our work­
shop, the "Bible House,” we could think of no reasonable ob­
jection. and hence it is being leproduced in this i-sue. 
The thud floor is the chapel in which Sunday and other serv­
ice-, aie held <>n the top Hour, lentu, tin* KdltoiY study: 
his usual seat being near the window at the head of the spual 
f ile  escape.
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GATHER ALL THY
H eav en ly  F a th e r ,  H o ly  O ne!
M a y  th y  w ill in m e be d on e;
M ak e m y  h e a r t  sub m issive, m eek,
L e t  m e ne’e r  m ine own w ay  seek!
L o v in g  S a v io r , I  w ould be 
E v e r  m o re and m o re  like th ee,
F r e e  from  p rid e and self-desire ,
F e rv e n t w ith  a  h oly  fire.

CHILDREN HOME
B lessed  L o rd , th y  s a in ts  defend,
W a tc h in g  o ’e r  th em  to  th e  e n d ;
D a y  by d a y  th e ir  fa ith  in crease  
K eep  th em  in th y  p e rfe c t peace,
C o m fo rt, s tre n g th e n , gu id e an d  bless,
L e a d  th em  th ro u g h  th e  w ild ern ess ;
And when thy due time shall come,
G a th e r a ll  th y  ch ild ren  h om e! — G. W . S.

“DO YE EVEN SO TO THEM”
“All things w hatsoever ye would that men should

W h a te v e r th e  te s ts  we ap ply , Je s u s  and h is te a ch in g s  a re  
seen to  to w er above a ll o th e rs . F o r  in sta n ce , we a re  f re ­
q u en tly  to ld  t h a t  th e  Golden R u le is found in th e  w ritin g s  of  
C onfucius as  y e l l  as  in th e  N ew  T e sta m e n t, and th a t  th is  is  
a  p roo f t h a t  C onfuciu s w as a  te a c h e r eq ual in ra n k  w ith  
Je s u s , and eq u ally  sen t of God. A nd no d ou bt m a n y  of th ose  
who give th is  re p o rt do so in a ll honesty ; fo r th e  f a c t  is t h a t  
m an y  C h ris tia n s  h av e  n ev er seen th e  depth  an d  scope of the  
Golden R u le  given by Je s u s , and m isu n d erstan d  i t  to  be th e  
sam e as  th e  m a x im  by C o n fu ciu s, w hich m u ch  resem bles it. 
T h ere  is a  wide d istin ctio n , how ever, an d  in co m p arison  th e  
w ords of C onfuciu s m ig h t be term ed  a brazen  ru le . H is  
m a x im  is . “ D o n o t do to  o th e rs  w h a t you w ould n o t w ish  
them  to  do to  y o u .” W e  re p e a t t h a t  th is  is a s  m u ch  as  the  
m a jo r i ty  of C h ris tia n s  h av e  ev er seen in th e  Golden R u le  
given by o u r L o rd .

W e  w ould be glad  to  see th e  m a x im  of C onfucius received  
and acted  upon th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole w orld  by every  c re a tu re ,  
and und ou b tedly  th e  re s u lt  w ould be a  g r e a t  b lessing to  m a n ­
kind— a  g r e a t  im p ro vem en t over p resen t con d itio n s, in w hich  
a lm o st everybody e x ce p t th e  s a in ts  who seek to  w alk  in  th e  
fo o tstep s of th e  L o rd  a re  co n tin u a lly  doing ev ery  d a y  th e  v e ry  
th in g s  w hich th e y  w ould n o t w ish th e ir  neighbors to  do to  
th em . B u t  even th o  so g r e a t  a  re fo rm a tio n  could  be b ro u g h t  
ab ou t, i t  w ould s til l  leave m uch to  be d e s ire d ; i t  w ould  s till  
leave th e  w orld  f a r  from  th e  con dition  su g gested  by o u r  
L o rd ’s p ra y e r , “ T h y  w ill be done on e a r th , a s  i t  is done in  
h eaven .” F o r  m en m ig h t, th ro u g h  p olicy  o r  fo r o th e r re a ­
sons, deal ju s t ly  w ith  each  o th e r, re fra in in g  fro m  th e  doing  
of such th in g s  a s  th e y  w ould n o t w ish  done to  th em , an d  w ith  
all th a t  th e ir  h e a r ts  m ig h t be v e ry  fu ll of selfishness, m ean ­
ness, coveto u sn ess, e tc ., and v e ry  f a r  fro m  th e  con dition  o f  
love.

B u t  w hen w e n o te  th e  com prehensiveness of o u r L o rd ’s 
Golden R u le , w e find i t  is a b so lu te ly  a  lo v e -ru le ; an d  t h a t  i t  
leaves n o th in g  to  be d e sire d : n o th in g  could  possibly be added  
to  i t ; i t  is com p lete . I t  is n o t  m erely  a  n e g a tiv e  l a w : “ T hou  
sh a lt  n o t” do an in ju r y ;  i t  is a  p o sitiv e  la w : “ T h ou  s h a lt”
do good. T h ou  s h a lt  do th y  neighbor a ll th e  good, a l l  th e  
kindness, a ll th e  service , t h a t  th o u  w o u ld st h ave h im  do to  
th ee. T h is law , w hich  th e  A p o stle  ca lls  “ th e  law  of lib e rty ,”  
th e  p e rfe c t la w , th is  Golden R u le  fo r life , h as no p a ra lle l a n y ­
w h ere, in a n y  w ritin g s , and could  n o t possibly h av e  a  su p erio r,
—-a g ra n d e r sen tim en t could  n o t possibly be exp ressed . B u t  
how few- th e re  a re  w ho r ig h tly  a p p re cia te  an d  love th is  ru le , 
and u se i t  d aily  in th e  m e a su re m e n t of th e ir  ow n c o n d u ct!
A s a lre a d y  n oted , th e  m a jo r i ty , even of th e  b est people in  th e  
w orld, th o  v a s t  m a jo r i ty  of C h ris tia n s , fa il to  d iscern  its  
len gth s and its  b read th s , an d  con sid er i t  m erely  an  in ju n ctio n  
n o t to  do in ju ry  to  o th ers . H ow  few , th e n , jo y fu lly  and a p ­
p re c ia tiv e ly  g ra s p  its  sen tim en ts , and seek from  th e  h e a r t  to  
con form  th e ir  lives th e re to — none b u t th e  sa in ts , none b u t th e  
“e le c t.” w e m a y  be su re , a re  th u s  in h e a rt-h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  
essence and s p ir it  o f th e ir  H eav en ly  F a th e r ’s law  of love.

T h ere  m ig h t be d an g er of som e of th e  L o rd ’s people u sin g  
th is  ro le  am iss  and to  th e ir  in ju ry , by being overgenerou s to ­
w a rd  o th e rs  and n o t sufficiently ca re fu l of th e m se lv e s ; b u t  
such in stan ces  a re  v e ry  r a r e , becau se in o u r e n tire  ra c e  th e  
g en eral re s u lt  of th e  fall has been to  crow d o u t love and  
benevolence, and to  fill u s  w ith  selfishness. So m uch is th is  
th e  case  th a t  it  has becom e a w orldly  p rov erb  th a t  “ S elf-p re ­
serv atio n  is th e  f irs t ru le  o f  l i f e ;”  th a t  self is a lw a y s  to  be 
num ber one, and to be cared  fo r wTell an d  th o ro u g h ly  before  
o th e rs  a re  to  be even considered .

E ven  a f te r  we h ave been begotten  of th e  h oly  s p ir it , as  
new- c re a tu re s , a f te r  th e  tra n s fo rm in g  o f o u r m inds h as be­
gu n , we a ll know  from  exp erien ce  th a t  th e  selfishness of th e  
old n a tu re  is so deep-grained  th a t  i t  is lik ely  to  bold its  ow n  
w ith  us to  th e  v e ry  end of life. W e h ave, how ever, known  
of som e w ho. in th e ir  d esire  to  con form  th em selves fu lly  to  
th e  L o rd ’s w ill, h ave tak en  an  ex tre m e  view  of th is  Golden  
R u le , and h av e  u n d erstoo d  i t  a s  th o  i t  sa id , “T h ou  s h a lt  do
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do to you, do ye even so to them .”—M a tt , 7 :1 2 .

to  th y  neigh bor as he shall w ish thee  to  do to  h im ”-—n o t no 
tic in g  t h a t  th is  w ould be a  v e ry  d ifferent ru le , and one which  
m ig h t o p erate  v e ry  u n fa v o ra b ly  in ev ery  w ay . W h ile  few  are  
in d an g er of m ak in g  a  m is ta k e  in th is  d ire c tio n , m an y  are  
inclined  to  reaso n  on th e  m a tte r  from  th is  s tan d p o in t, and to  
sa y  : W e  could n o t possibly c a r r y  o u t th is  Golden R u le  in th e  
o rd in a ry  a ffa irs  of life , b ecau se, fo r in sta n ce , if I  w ere to  do 
to  m y n eighbor as  I  should w ish him  to  do to  m e, I  should  
sell him  a  five-dollar p a ir  of shoes fo r one d o l la r ; o r  a  tw en ty - 
d o lla r  s u it  of clo th es fo r  five d o lla rs ; o r  w h a t he m ig h t w a n t  
o f w h eat o r o a ts  a t  h a lf  th e  u su a l p rice . A nd if  I  adopted  
such  a  ru le  w ith  one, I  should  p ro p e rly  a d o p t i t  w ith  a ll , and  
th is  w ould soon m ean  b a n k ru p tcy  in m y b u sin ess ; so, e v i­
d en tly , th e  Golden R u le  ca n n o t be used in h u m an  a ffa irs  a t  
th e  p resen t tim e.

B u t  we an sw er th a t  th is  is  a  m ista k e n  view  of th e  Golden  
R u le , and w hoever exam in es i t  should  see t h a t  th e  difficulty  
prob ab ly  lies in th e  selfishness of h is own h e a r t .  H e th in k s  
his neigh bor m ig h t e x p e ct goods a t  less th a n  co s t, because he 
th in k s t h a t  h e h im self w ould  be willing to receive  goods a t  
less th a n  c o s t from  h is neigh bor. T he ap p lica tio n  of th e  G old­
en R u le  should  show  him  h is d ifficu lty : should teach  him  
th e  lesson t h a t  when h e goes to  h is neigh bor to  buy shoes he 
m u s t do to  h is  n eighbor a s  h e w ould th a t  h is n eighbor should  
do to  h im : he m u st p ay  his n eighbor a  reason ab le  p rice  for his 
s h o e s ; a  reason ab le , liv in g  p rofit. A nd likew ise in  every  oth er 
t r a n s a c t io n : th e  Golden R u le  te a ch e s  us t h a t  w e should be 
w illin g  to  p ay  th e  fa rm e r  fo r h is prod u ce, and th e  m a n u fa c ­
tu r e r  fo r h is, a s  we w ould th in k  ju s t  if we w ere the m a n u ­
f a c tu re r  an d  m ak in g  th e  sale . L ik ew ise , if we w ere m ak in g  
th e  sale , w e should  n o t th in k  of c h a rg in g  o u r cu sto m ers  a  
la rg e r  p rofit th a n  we w ould th in k  reason ab le if  th e y  w ere th e  
sellers  and w e th e  cu sto m ers. W h o ev er of th e  L o rd ’s people, 
th e re fo re , g e ts  th o ro u g h ly  in to  th e  w ay  of u sin g  th is  Golden  
R u le  in a ll of life ’s a ffa irs  w ill c e r ta in ly  find t h a t  i t  w ill ele­
v a te  th e ir  con cep tion s of ju s tic e , rig h teo u sn ess, e q u ity : and  
th ese  godlik e q u a litie s  w ill becom e m o re  an d  m o re  developed  
in th em , as  p a r ts  of th e ir  c h a r a c te rs , u n til  th e y  w ill obey 
th em  n o t m e re ly  b ecau se  of th e ir  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  M a s te r ’s 
Golden R u le , b u t b ecau se th e y  w ill recognize th e ir  t ru e  b eauty  
an d  g ra n d e u r, an d  b ecau se th e ir  h e a r ts  w ill be in h arm o n y  
w ith  th em .

B u t  th is  ru le , w hile th u s  in cu lca tin g  ju s tic e , goes beyond  
th is  an d  in cu lca te s  b en ev o len ce ;— such benevolence an d  so 
m u ch  of i t  as  we, w ith  p ro p erly  b alanced  m in d s w ould be d is­
posed to  a sk  of o th e rs  if w e w ere th e  ones in need, in  s t ra i ts .  
O how  g ra n d ly  roun d ed  o u t in  s p ir itu a l  c h a r a c te r  w ould  all 
of th e  L o rd ’s tru e  s a in ts  becom e, u n d er th e  influence of th is  
Golden R u le ! I t  w ould n o t on ly  affe ct th e  a c tio n s  of life, 
m ak in g  th em  firs t  ju s t  to w a rd  a ll w ith  w hom  th e y  h ad  d eal­
in gs, th en , b enevolen tly disposed to w a rd  a ll  needing th e ir  a s ­
s is ta n ce  to  w h a te v e r degree th ey  w ere ab le to  ren d er a s s is t­
an ce  w ith o u t doing in ju ry  to  o th e rs ,— an d , a d d itio n a lly , th e  
sam e la w  in fo rce  w ould exten d  a lso  to  th e ir  ev ery  w ord. 
U n d e r th e  re g u la tio n s  of th is  golden m easu rem en t how  few  
b itte r  o r a n g ry  o r  slan d ero u s w ord s w ould be used— fo r how  
few  w ould like to  h ave o th e rs  use such  to  o r  of th em  —  to  
speak  to  them  in an g er and w ith  b itte rn e ss  and ra n c o r , o r  to  
slan d er th em . N o w onder th e  A p o stle  te lls  us t h a t  th o se  who  
h av e p u t on C h ris t  m u s t p u t off a ll  th ese— a n g e r, m alice , 
h a tre d , s tr ife , envy, slan d ers , e tc . A d d itio n a lly , th is  G olden  
R u le  w ould lead  to  k ind  w ords, g en tle  a c tio n s , co n sid erate  
d e m e a n o r ; fo r who w ould n o t w ish  such  fro m  h is neighbor ? 
A s th e  A postle  a g a in  d eclares , we a re  to  p u t on a s  C h ris tia n  
g ra ce s ,— gen tlen ess, m eekness, p atien ce , lon gsu ffering , b ro th ­
e rly  kindness, love.— Col. 3 :8 ,  1 2 -1 5 .

T h is  G olden R u le , beginning w ith  th e  o u tw a rd  a c tio n s , 
and p ro g ressin g  to  o u r w ords, would v e ry  q uickly  exten d  to  
o u r th o u g h ts ; and as  we w ould n o t w ish  to  h ave o th e rs  th in k  
u n g en erou sly  o r  m ean ly  of u s, n o r p u t a  b ad  co n stru ctio n  on 
o u r  ev ery  a c t  of life , b u t w ould r a th e r  th a t  th e y  w ould view  
o u r w ords an d  deeds g en ero u sly  an d  lovingly , so w e in  tu rn
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would iind, t h a t  u n d er th e  influence o f  th is  G olden R u le , o u r  
th o u g h ts  of o th e rs  w ould becom e m o re  gen ero u s, m o re noble, 
less su sp iciou s, e tc .

T h is  G olden R u le  is  a ssu re d ly  th e  divine law  w hich  o u r  
d e a r R ed eem er exp ressed  in o th e r w ord s a t  a n o th e r tim e , s a y ­
in g, “T h ou  s h a lt  love th y  neighbor a s  th y s e lf .”  W e  m ay  
sa fe ly  con sid er, th e re fo re , t h a t  th e  one ru le  in te rp re ts  the  
o th e r, an d  t h a t  to  love o u r neigh bor a s  ou rselves signifies t h a t  
we should  love h im  an d  do fo r h im  a s  w e ou rselv es  w ould w ish  
him  to  love u s  an d  to  do fo r  u s. A nd w e cou ld  n o t u n d e r­
stan d  i t  to  m ean  m o re  th a n  th is . God e x p e cts  of us th a t  we 
w ill m ak e reaso n ab le  p rov isio n  fo r ou rselves an d  fo r th ose fo r  
w hom , by le g a l o r  n a tu r a l  tie s , we a r e  responsible— o u r fa m ­
ilies, o u r re la tiv e s , a s  th e  A p o stle  s a y s : “ H e  t h a t  p ro v id eth
n o t fo r h is  ow n, an d  esp ecially  th e y  of h is  own hou se, h a th  
denied th e  fa ith  an d  is  w orse th a n  an  u n b eliever.” — 1 T im . 5 -8 .

E v id e n tly , th e re fo re , o u r ow n households a re  o u r f irs t  
ch a rg e  an d  resp o n sib ility , an d  m u st h ave reason ab le a tte n tio n  
before w e cou ld  hope to  do fo r o u r n eighbors. T h is  w ould  
indeed be p u ttin g  a  difference betw een o u r n eighbor an d  o u r­
selves, and betw een o u r n eigh b o r’s fam ily  and o u r ow n fa m ily , 
b u t th e  m a tte r  is  w ell a d ju ste d  b y th e  G olden R u le , rig h tly  
in te rp re te d , w hich  req u ires  of u s t h a t  w e sh a ll do fo r  o u r  
neighbor, in  h is  w a n t an d  e x tre m ity , a s  w e w ould h av e h im  
do fo r u s, w ere we in h is  c ircu m s ta n ce s  an d  he in o u rs . A nd  
o u r m inds being leveled  up  to  a  p lan e  of ju s tic e , we should  
e xp ect t h a t  if  we w ere in d istre s s  o u r neigh bor w ould f irs t  
m ake reason ab le  p rovision  fo r h is  ow n fa m ily , an d  n o t give  
to  us to  th e  in ju ry  o r d ep riv atio n  of those m o re  im m ed iately  
and m o re  clo sely  dependent upon him .

I S  TH E GOLDEN R U L E  IN CU M BEN T?
B u t  som e one m a y  in q u ire : Is  i t  necessary  fo r  us as

C h ris tia n s  to  a t te m p t to  c a r r y  o u t th is  G olden R u le  in ou r  
d aily  liv es?  W h en  we see th a t  v e ry  few  even o f C h ris tia n  
people a p p re c ia te  th e  ru le , o r to  an y  e x te n t  seek to  c a r r y  it  
o u t, m a y  we n o t con sid er t h a t  i t  is  a  v e ry  good ru le , b u t th a t  
its  ob servan ce is n o t m ad e in cu m b ent upon u s, an d  t h a t  our 
a tta in m e n t of e te rn a l life and heaven ly  g lo ry  a re  n o t linked  
w ith  th e  ob servan ce o f th is  G olden R u le ?  M a y  we n o t  con ­
sid er i t  r a th e r  a s  a  good s ta n d a rd  to  h av e in m in d  a s  th e  
p e rfe c t la w , b u t co n sid er th a t  w e a re  n o t to  live up  to  th a t  
s ta n d a rd  in an y  sense of th e  w o rd ?

W e an sw er th a t  th is  Golden R u le  w a s  the one by w hich  
o u r d e a r R ed eem er’s ev ery  a c tio n  w as m easu red , th e  one a c ­
co rd in g  to  w hich he lived, an d  u n d er w hich  he laid  dow n his  
life on o u r behalf, and i t  is  essen tia l to  and in cu m b ent upon  
all th ose who w ould be h is d iscip les, h is  fo llow ers. A ll who  
hope to  become h is jo in t-h e irs  in th e  kingdom  a re  req u ired  to  
w alk  in h is fo o tstep s  a s  he s e t u s  an  exam p le  (1  P e t . 2 : 2 1 ) ,  
or, as  an o th e r A p o stle  d e cla re s , God h as fo re-o rd ain ed  to  nave  
an  e le ct ch u rch  to  be jo in t-h e irs  in  th e  k ingdom  w ith  C h ris t ,  
b u t he h as eq u ally  fo re-o rd ain ed  t h a t  none sh a ll u ltim a te ly  be 
a ccep tab le  a s  m em bers of th a t  g lorified  ch u rch  e x ce p t such  as  
sh all, in th e  p resen t life, becom e copies o f G od’s d e a r  Son, o u r  
L o rd  J e s u s :  an d  to  copy h im  m ean s to  copy th e G olden R u le , 
w hich w as exem plified  in  him  an d  in  h is  cou rse . I t  follow s, 
th e re fo re , th a t  w hoever ex p e cts  to  s h a re  th e  k ingdom  m u s t  
give d iligen ce to  th e  fo rm a tio n  of c h a r a c te r , an d  t h a t  th is  
Golden R u le is  n e ce ssa ry  in such  fo rm atio n  of c h a r a c te r— to  
develop in us n o t th e  p rin cip les  of eq u ity , o r  ju s tic e  only, b u t  
also  th e  s p ir it  of love, of u nselfishly  doing good to  o th ers .— ■ 
R om . 8 :2 9 .

D IV IN E  STR EN G TH  P E R F E C T E D  IN  HUMAN W E A K N E SS
B u t  h ere a g a in  com es in  th e  question , H ow  ca n  th ose w ho  

by n a tu re  a re  fallen  an d  im p erfect, and full of in h erited  sel­
fishness and m ean n ess, ev er hope to  keep th is  Golden R u le , 
w hich is th e  full m easu re  of a  p e rfe c t m a n ’s obedience, and  
w hich , w ith  a ll his w ell-doing and sacrificin g , w as n o t  m o re  
th an  fulfilled by o u r L o rd  Je s u s  h im self?  H ow  could  w e hope  
to  be ap proved  a s  k eepers of th is  G olden R u le , in  th e  s ig h t of 
him  who can  read , n o t on ly  th e  o u tw a rd  co n d u ct, b u t a lso  th e  
th o u g h ts  and in te n ts  of o u r h e a r ts ?

W e a n sw er th a t  h ere com es to  o u r re lie f th e  g ra cio u s  a r ­
ran g em en t w hich God h a s  provided fo r th is  G ospel ag e , viz., 
ju stifica tio n  by fa ith . O u r ju s tifica tio n  n o t on ly  covers  “ th e  
sins th a t  a re  p a s t”  (R o m . 3 : 2 5 ) ,  and m ak es u s a ccep tab le  to  
God in C h ris t , so th a t  we can  offer ou rselves a s  liv in g  s a c r i ­
fices upon h is  a l ta r ,  b u t, m o re  th a n  th is , i t  s ta n d s  w ith  u s a ll  
th e  w ay  down th e  jo u rn e y  o f life , an d  a cco rd in g  to  G od’s 
g ra ce  in C h ris t  i t  com p en sates  fo r , o r  m ak es up fo r us a ll of 
o u r u n in ten tio n al deficiencies, so th a t ,  as  th e  A p o stle  savs, 
“T h e  rig h teo u sn ess of th e  L a w  [exp ressed  in th e  G olden R u le ]  
is  fulfilled in u s w ho w alk  n o t a f te r  th e  flesh b u t a f te r  th e  
s p ir it .”— R o m . 8 : 4 .

S in ce  w e a re  n o t a ll a lik e  fa llen , n o t  a ll  a lik e  selfish , i t  
follow s t h a t  som e w alk  m u ch  n e a re r  to  th e  s p ir it  of th e d i­
vin e L a w , a t ta in  m u ch  clo ser to  th e  m e a su re m e n t req u ired  by  
th e  G olden R u le , th a n  ca n  o th e r s ;  y e t  no fa llen  c re a tu re  can  
w alk  fu lly  up to  th e  req u irem en ts  of th e  G olden R u le , so long  
a s  h an d icap p ed  b y th e  v a r io u s  w eak nesses of th e  flesh ; and  
h ere  th e  g ra c e  of God in  C h ris t  m ak es  up o u r d eficien cies; 
th ose  w ho a re  ab le  to  follow  th e  p a tte rn  m o st closely  a re  s till  
f a r  from  follow ing i t  ab so lu te ly , an d  con seq u en tly  need to  h ave  
th e  m e r it  o f th e  p recio u s blood o f C h ris t  im p u ted  to  th em  to  
m ak e up  fo r th e ir  s h o rtc o m in g s ; an d  th o se  who a re  s till  m ore  
fa llen , and w ho, w ith  th e ir  v e ry  b e st e ffo rts , a re  s till  fu rth e r  
from  m easu rin g  up  to  th e  g ra n d  s ta n d a rd  of th e  G olden R u le , 
need t h a t  m u ch  m o re  of God’s g ra c e  to  co m p en sate  fo r th e ir  
deficiencies. H en ce th e  A p o stle  d e cla re s  t h a t  w h ere sin and  
im p erfectio n  abound th e  m o st, th e re  G od’s g r a c e  co rresp o n d ­
in g ly  abounds th e  m o re ; so t h a t  th ose w ho a re  in C h ris t  
an d  seek to  w alk  in h is  fo o tstep s , w ho a re  in th e ir  h e a rts  
m e a su rin g  th em selv es w ith  th e  G olden R u le , an d  seekin g to  
th e  b est of th e ir  ability  to  live up to  its  req u irem en ts, m a y  be 
succeed in g v a r io u sly  in  th e ir  en d eav ors , fro m  th e  w orldly  
s ta n d p o in t ; b u t fro m  th e  divine s ta n d p o in t a ll such  a re  
reck on ed  a s  h a v in g  th e ir  b lem ishes fu lly  covered  w ith  th e  
m e rit  of o u r d e a r R ed eem er’s sacrifice , and th a t  th e re fo re  th e  
rig h teo u sn ess  of th e  L a w , its  t r u e  m ean in g , i ts  s p ir it , an d  the  
t ru e  m e a su re  of th e  Golden R u le , is  reck on ed  a s  fu lfilled  in 
th em  to  d ivine a cce p ta n ce ,— p e rfe c tly .

B u t  i t  is  n o t  m erely  to  h av e  th is  G olden R u le  th u s  reck - 
onedly fu lfilled  in  u s fo r a  d a y  o r  fo r  a  w eek o r  fo r a  m o n th  
th a t  co u n ts  us “ o v erco m ers,”  b u t t h a t  we sh a ll fa ith fu lly  con ­
tin u e  to  w alk  as  clo sely  in  th e  L o rd ’s fo o tstep s  a s  w e m ay  be 
able, fa ith fu lly  co n tin u in g  to  u se h is  G olden R u le  to  th e  b est  
of o u r a b il ity ; an d  t h a t  we sh all do th is  d a y  by d ay  and y e a r  
by y e a r  w ith  con tin u ed  an d  in cre a sin g  zeal, u n til o u r M a s te r ,  
w a tch in g  th e  p rocess of d evelop m en t of c h a r a c te r , sh all say , 
I t  is e n o u g h ; th e  c h a r a c te r  is f ix e d ; th e  love fo r  r ig h te o u s ­
ness is  p erm an en t an d  th o ro u g h ly  d ev elo p ed ; th e  s p ir it  of 
love is  indelibly m ark ed , an d  a lth o  th e re  s till  rem ain  in th e  
flesh tra c e s  of selfishness, y e t  th e y  a re  d im  an d  fa in t  in co m ­
p ariso n  w ith  th e  o rig in a l m a rk , an d  give good evidence of v ic ­
to ry  gain ed , n o t in  th e  flesh, b u t in th e  h e a r t ,  in th e w ill.

“ T h ey sh a ll be m in e, sa ith  th e  L o rd  o f h o s ts , in  t h a t  day  
when I  m ak e  up m y  jew els .”— M ai. 3 :1 7 .

ANOTHER SE R IO U S E R R O R  MADE B Y  SOME IN  A PPLY IN G  
T H E  GOLDEN R U L E  TO L IF E

U nd ou b tedly  th e  G olden R u le  h a s , to  a  con sid erab le  e x ­
te n t , exercised  a n  influence ov er even w o rld ly  people (n o m in al  
C h ris t ia n s ) ,  w h ere such  h ave com e m o re  in c o n ta c t  w ith  th e  
t ru e  s a in ts  w ho en d eav or w ith  m o re  o r  less zeal to  recognize  
an d  to  use th e  G olden R u le  in th e  m e a su re m e n t o f th e ir  d aily  
co n d u ct, w ith o u t th e ir  being k eepers of i t  is a  ru le , o r  even  
p ro fessin g  so to  do. A nd even a m o n g st C h ris tia n s  who h ave  
given  th em selv es to  th e  L o rd , and w ho fu lly  d esire  th a t  h is  
w ill in ev ery  p a r t ic u la r  sh a ll be done in  th em , an d  who re co g ­
nize th is  G olden R u le  a s  a  g ra n d  exp ressio n  of th e  d ivine w ill, 
w e believe th e re  a re  seriou s m isap p reh en sio n s re sp e ctin g  the  
p ro p er m an n e r o f i ts  u se. F o r  in sta n ce , am o n g th e  noblest 
of th e  L o rd ’s people a re  som e w ho s a y , W e  w ill tu rn  o u r  
b ack s on so cie ty  an d  w o rld ly  e n jo y m e n ts , and d evote w h at 
tim e  w e h av e  a t  o u r d isp osal to  th e  im p ro v em en t of th e  fallen  
— to  m o ral re fo rm s, so cia l re fo rm s, fin an cial re fo rm s, th e r e ­
fo rm in g  of d ru n k a rd s , e tc . A nd s t il l  o th e rs , im bued w ith  th e  
sam e s p ir it , an d  w ith  th e  sam'e d esire  to  fulfil th is  Golden  
R u le , sa y , W e  w ill leave hom e an d  frien d s, and go in to  
far-o ff lan d s  a s  m issio n aries , to  p reach  C h ris t  to  th e  h eathen .

W e  a re  bound to  a p p re cia te  such  noble sen tim en ts , 
w h eth er we can  a g re e  w ith  th e  con clu sio n s a s  to  m eth od s of 
w o rk , e tc ., o r  n o t. W e  love th e  noble p rin cip le  w hich , if n o t  
in ev ery  in sta n ce , a t  le a s t  in m an y  cases , lies a t  th e fo u n d a­
tio n  of such  sa crifice s  of tim e , influence, con venience, e t c . :  i t  
is  an  o u tw o rk in g  of th e  G olden R u le  in th ese  d e a r  friends, 
sa y in g  to  th em selv es and to  o th e rs , I f  we w ere in th e  slum s  
o r in h eathen  d e g ra d a tio n , we should  w ish  t h a t  som e of G od’s 
ch ild ren  w ould com e to  u s, to  l i f t  us up an d  en ligh ten  u s, and  
hence we should  do so to  o th e rs , even a s  w e w ould, if o u r  
con d itio n s w ere a lte re d , th a t  th e y  should  do to  us.

T h is  is sound reaso n in g  an d  a  p ro p er a p p lica tio n  o f the  
Golden R u le , and y e t  a lso , w e believe, a  m ista k e n  o r  w ro n g  
one. One of th e  f irs t lessons th a t  th e  C h ris tia n  is called  
upon to  le a rn  in th e  School of C h ris t is , t h a t  h is ju dgm en t  
is  d e fe c tiv e ; t h a t  n o t on ly  o u r p h y sical p ow ers have degen­
e ra te d  th ro u g h  th e  fa ll , b u t t h a t  lik ew ise o u r m en tal powers 
h av e  s u ffe re d ; so th a t  th e  w hole w orld  to d a y  is n o t only un  
sound of b od y, b u t  a lso  unsound of m in d , u n sou n d  of judg-
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m en t. T h e p r im a ry  lessons of G od’s ch ild ren  in th e  School 
o f C h ris t  a re  to  th e  effect th a t  w e a ll lack  w isdom , and th a t  
fo r  th is  v e ry  reaso n  he h as p rovided  h is B ook , th e  B ib le ,—  
“ t h a t  th e  m a n  of God m a y  be th o ro u g h ly  fu rn ish ed .” — 2 T im . 
3 : 1 6 ,  17 .

W e  a re  ta u g h t in th e  B ook  t h a t  th e  w ork  of s a lv a tio n  is  
one to o  g r e a t  fo r h u m a n ity  itse lf , an d  th a t  th e re fo re  God has  
u n d ertak en  th e  w o rk ; we a re  ta u g h t  t h a t  he h a s  n o t  le f t  
th e  m a tte r  to  o p e ra te  itse lf  a t  ran d o m , n e ith e r  h as he le f t  i t  
to  o u r im p e rfe ct ju d g m en ts  and p un y e ffo r ts : we a re  ta u g h t  
t h a t  th e  g r e a t  S a v io r  o f th e  w orld  p lanned h is w ork  “ from  
th e  fo u n d atio n  of th e  w o rld ,”  and y e t  th a t  i t  w as fo u r th o u ­
san d  y e a rs  and m o re  before he took  th e  f irs t g r e a t  step  fo r  
i t s  acco m p lish m en t, n am ely , th e  g iv in g  of his Son to  be th e  
red em p tion  p rice  of A d am  an d  his ra c e  (1  P e t. 1 : 2 0 ) ;  we 
a re  ta u g h t  th a t  h av in g  begun th is  w ork  of sa lv a tio n  God h as  
n o t abandoned i t ,  an d  does n o t in tend  to  abandon i t ,  b u t th a t  
e v e n tu a lly  “ he sh all b rin g  fo rth  ju d g m en t [ t r i a l ]  u n to  v ic ­
t o r y ; ”— and t h a t  e v en tu ally  o u r L o rd  Je s u s  sh all see the  
f r u i t  ot th e  tr a v a i l  of h is soul on m a n ’s b eh alf, an d  sh a ll be 
s a tis f ie d ;— t h a t  ev e n tu a lly  th e  know ledge of th e  L o rd  sh all  
fill th e  w hole e a r th , an d  a ll  sh all know  h im  fro m  th e  le a s t  to  
th e  g r e a t e s t ; t h a t  ev e n tu a lly  he sh all b rin g  in  e v e rla stin g  
rig h teo u sn ess , so t h a t  th e  tim e  sh a ll u ltim a te ly  com e when  
a ll  th e  fam ilies  of th e  e a r th  sh all be blessed w ith  th e  know l­
edge of G od’s goodness and g ra c e , an d  w ith  an  o p p o rtu n ity  
t o  benefit th e re b y ; t h a t  e v en tu ally  w hosoever w ill n o t  obey  
th e  g r e a t  P ro p h e t-K in g  sh all be c u t  off fro m  a m o n g st th e  peo­
p le in  th e  second d e a th ; th a t ,  ev e n tu a lly  th e re  sh all be no 
m o re  d v m g . no m o re  sigh in g , no m o re  c ry in g , no m o re  p ain  
th e re , b ecau se  th e  fo rm e r th in g s  of A d a m ic  sin an d  i ts  p en ­
a l ty  and b lig h t sh a ll h av e  been done a w a y .— Is a . 1 4 :2 4 ,  2 7 ;  
5 5 : 1 1 ;  M a tt .  1 2 : 2 0 ;  I s a .  5 3 : 1 1 ;  1 1 : 9 ;  J e r .  3 1 : 3 4 ;  A cts  
3 :1 9 - 2 3 ;  R ev . 2 1 :3 ,  4

B u t  m a n y  of God’s d e a r  people overlook  th ese  g ra cio u s  
p ro v isio n s an d  p rom ises of h is  W o rd , an d  p a r ta k in g  to  a  con ­
sid erab le  e x te n t  of th e  s p ir it  of love th e y  fo rg e t th a t  G od’s 
love is s till  g r e a te r  th a n  th e ir  ow n, even a s  G od’s w isdom  is  
g r e a te r  th a n  th e i r s ;  hence th e y  lose s ig h t of th e  f a c t  th a t  
th e  e n tire  p lan  of sa lv a tio n  is  of God, an d  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  
ab and on ed  i t  to  o th e rs , b u t w ill c a r r y  i t  o u t h im self in h is  
own due tim e . I t  is  b ecau se th e y  fo rg e t th is  th a t  th e y  be­
com e burdened  w ith  th e  w eig h t of resp o n sib ility , and feel as  
th o  th e  sa lv a tio n  of th e  w orld  rested  upon th em selv es— and, 
im p ressed  w ith  th is  feelin g  of se lf-im p o rtan ce  an d  fo rg e tfu l­
n ess of G od’s W o rd , th e y  go  in to  th e  m ission  w o rk , slum  
w o rk , and to  th e h eath en . T h ey  fo rg e t, an d  a re  g r e a tly  d is­
ad v a n ta g e d  by so doing, th a t  God h a s  a lre a d y  d eclared , “ A s  
th e  h eaven s a re  h ig h er th a n  th e  e a r th , so a re  m y  p lan s h ig h er  
th a n  v o u r  p lan s, an d  m y  w ay s h ig h er th a n  y o u r  w a y s .”— Is a . 
■55:8 , 9 .

A s a  consequence of th is  o v e rs ig h t an d  m isd irectio n  of ef­
fo r t ,  th ese d e a r frien d s a re  doing w orks now  w hich  God in ­
ten d s sh a ll be done in  a  fu tu re  ag e , an d  w hich  ca n  an d  w ill 
be done th en  to  v e ry  m uch b e tte r  a d v a n ta g e  ev ery  w a y . God 
h a s  ap p o in ted  th e  M illen n ial age fo r th is  w ork  of l if tin g  up  
th e  w eak , opening th e  blind eyes of th e  b a rb a ria n s , an d  u n ­
s to p p in g  th e ir  dull e a rs  to  h e a r  th e  m essag e of d ivin e g ra ce . 
God h a s  ap pointed  th a t  w hen h is tim e  fo r th is  g r e a t  w ork , in  
w hich  he is  m o re  in te re ste d  th a n  a n y  of h is  c re a tu re s  possibly  
cou ld  be. w ill com e, th e  con d itio n s w ill be fav o rab le  to  th e  
success  of his p lan , w h ich  he g u a ra n te e s  u s w ill succeed , an d  
w ill b rin g  b lessings to  a ll  th e  fam ilies  of th e  e a rth , an d  w ill  
en ligh ten  ev ery  m a n  b o rn  in to  th e  w o rld .— G al. 3 :1 6 ,  2 9 ;  
Jo h n  1 : 9 ;  A c ts  3 :1 9 -2 1 .

G od’s  W o rd  in fo rm s th ose  w ho seek h is cou nsel, th a t  a t  
t h a t  tim e  S a ta n  sh all be bound so t h a t  he m a y  deceive th e  
n a tio n s  no m o re , a s  h e is  now  doing (R e v . 2 0 :1 - 3 )  : t h a t  d u r­
in g  t h a t  p eriod  of S a ta n ’s r e s t r a in t  th o se  w hom  he now  
blinds (2  C or. 4 : 4 )  w ith  v a rio u s  d o ctrin es, so p h istries , 
su p e rs titio n s , e tc ., w ill be freed  fro m  th ese, an d  h ave th e  eyes  
an d  e a rs  o f th e ir  u n d e rsta n d in g  opened. I t  in fo rm s u s also , 
t h a t  a t  t h a t  tim e  h e w ill estab lish  a s  th e  K in g  o v e r a l l  th e  
e a r th  h is honored a g e n t, w ho g a v e  h is life  a s  a  ran so m  fo r  
m a n k in d ; and t h a t  o u r L o rd  Je s u s  w ill estab lish  th e  kingdom  
o f God a m o n g st m en, a  k ingdom  n o t m erely  in  n am e, b u t a lso  
in  pow er an d  in  f a c t ;  one w hich  sh a ll ru le  th e  w o rld , fo rcib ly  
p u ttin g  dow n sin , oppression, ig n o ran ce , su p e rs titio n , d a rk ­
ness ; and ra is in g  up  rig h teo u sn ess, t r u th , an d  ev ery  good  
p rin cip le  and influence fo r th e  b lessing an d  u p liftin g  of th ose  
w hom  lie p u rch ased  w ith  h is p reciou s blood. I t  in fo rm s us  
th a t  und er h is beneficent reign  a ll evil sh all be subdued, t h a t  
even d eath  sh all be co n q u ered ; and t h a t  a ll m an k ind , freed  
from  th e A d am ic  senten ce o f d eath , m ay , if  th e y  w ill, th en

a t ta in  u n to  e te rn a l life  and fu ll h u m an  p erfectio n , an d  th a t  
on ly  th e  w ilfu l sin n ers  a g a in s t  l ig h t  an d  o p p o rtu n ity  w ill be 
u tte r ly  d estroyed  in th e  second d e a th .— 1 C or. 1 5 :2 4 - 2 8 ;  2  
T h ess. 1 :8 ,  9 ;  A c ts  3 :2 3 .

T h e sam e W o rd  in s tru c ts  us th a t  th e  L o rd ’s p lan  fo r  th e  
p re se n t ag e  does n o t  p urpose th e  con version  of th e  w o rld ;  
n o r its  sa lv a tio n  in  a n y  sense of th e  w o rd ; n o r i ts  u p lif tin g ;  
b u t th a t  h is p lan , on th e  c o n tra ry , is  sim p ly  th e  developm ent 
of th e  ch u rch , th e  fo reo rd ain ed  an d  p re d e stin a te d  n um ber, a  
“ li tt le  flock,”  w ho m u s t a ll be selected  fro m  a m o n g st m en, 
an d  ev ery  one of th em  be copies o f God’s d e a r  Son. (R o m . 
8 : 2 9 )  I t  a ls o  in fo rm s u s t h a t  th is  w ork  of God in th is  age  
is  th e  w ork  in w hich  w e a r e  in v ited  to  be co -w ork ers to g e th e r  
w ith  God. I t  p oin ts o u t to  us th a t  th is  is th e  w ork  of th e  
bride— to  m ak e herse lf  re a d y  fo r th e  m a rria g e  (R e v . 1 9 :7 )  ; 
th a t  th e  special w ork  in  th is  p re se n t tim e  co n sists  n o t only in  
th e  “calling” o f th e  ch u rch , b u t a lso  in th e  b uild ing up of one  
a n o th e r, am o n g  th e  called  ones, in  th e  m o st h oly  f a i t h ;— h elp ­
in g  one a n o th e r to  p e rfe c t holiness in  th e  rev eren ce  o f th e  
L o rd ,— show ing u s t h a t  a  la rg e  p a r t  of o u r w ork  is  in o u r  
own h e a rts , c lean sin g  ou rselves fro m  a ll filth iness of th e  flesh 
an d  o f th e  s p ir it , h elpin g one a n o th e r to  m ak e o u r ca llin g  
and o u r electio n  su re , by p e rfe c tin g  in  o u r h e a r ts  th e  Golden  
R u le .— 2 C or. 7 : 1 ;  Ju d e  2 0 .

B u t  overlo ok in g  th e  p a r t ic u la r  serv ice  m ark ed  o u t fo r  
th ose w ho w ould be co -w ork ers  w ith  God in th is  age, o u r d e a r  
frien d s, now  critic is e d , m isu se th e ir  G olden R u le , by a p p ly ­
in g i t  ou tsid e  of th e  c lass  fo r w hich  th e  L o rd  in tended  i t  in  
th is  age. I t  w ill be ap p licab le to  a ll th e  h eath en  w orld  an d  
th e  su b -s tra tu m  of so cie ty  in  the M illen n ial ag e , b u t now i t  
is ap p licab le  chiefly to  th e  household  o f fa ith . T ru e , if we 
could  acco m p lish  a ll th a t  th e  L o rd  w ould h ave u s  acco m p lish  
fo r  th e  household  of fa ith , i t  w ould  th en  be v e ry  p ro p e r fo r  
us to  ex ten d  o u r effo rts  to  th e  h eath en  an d  low er s t r a t a  o f  
so cie ty , ra th e r  th a n  to  s i t  dow n in id len ess; b u t so f a r  fro m  
finding t h a t  we h av e n o t enough to  en gage o u r tim e in  th e  
household  of fa ith , w e find t h a t  we a re  in th e  h a rv e s t-tim e  
of th e  ag e , an d  t h a t  th e  h a rv e s t  is g r e a t  an d  th e  lab o rers  a re  
few , an d  t h a t  th e re  is m u ch  m o re th a n  enough to  engage a ll  
o u r tim e  an d  en ergies am o n g th e  “ b re th re n ” w hom  th e  L o rd  
o u r God h a s  called . H en ce th e  G olden R u le  c a lls  us to  be 
exercised  chiefly a m o n g st th ese , an d  n o t  am o n g st th ose w hom  
th e  L o rd  o u r God h as n o t y e t  called , b u t who a re  le ft, in th e  
divine p lan , fo r a  c a llin g  an d  blessing of a n o th e r kind in  th e  
n e x t  age— th e  M illen n ial age.

L o o k in g  b ack  w e see t h a t  o u r d e a r M a s te r , w ho g av e th e  
G olden R u le , observed i t  in th e  m a n n e r we a re  now  a d v o c a t­
ing. L iv in g  in  th e  end of th e  Je w is h  ag e , an d  k now ing th a t  
th e  divine fa v o rs  an d  b lessings a t  t h a t  tim e  w ere  confined to  
fleshly Is ra e l , o u r L o rd , w ith  a  fu ll a p p re cia tio n  of th e  G olden  
R u le , n ev erth eless  u sed  i t  in  s t r i c t  h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  F a t h e r ’s 
p la n ; an d  acco rd in g ly  in s tru c te d  h is  tw elve ap o stles  a lso , 
say in g , “ Go y e  n o t in to  th e  w a y  o f th e  G en tiles, an d  in to  a n y  
c i ty  of th e  S a m a rita n s  e n te r  y e  n o t ;  fo r I  am  n o t s e n t save  
to  th e  lo s t sheep of th e  house of I s ra e l .”  (M a tt .  1 0 : 5 6 ;  1 5 :  
2 4 , 2 6 )  L ik ew ise  th e  ap o stles  u n d erstoo d  t h a t  w h ile , a t  th e  
d eath  of C h ris t, th e  m id d le w all of p a r tit io n , w hich  h a d  h e re ­
to fo re  s e p a ra te d  divine fa v o r fro m  o th e r n a tio n s , w as now  
b rok en  dow n, so th a t ,  so f a r  a s  God w a s concerned , th e  G ospel 
m essage w a s  open to  ev ery  c re a tu re ,— n everth eless, t h a t  ev ery  
c re a tu re  h ad  n o t  open e a rs  fo r th e  G ospel, an d  t h a t  a cco rd ­
in g  to  th e  L o rd ’s p lan  h e  w ould  n o t  open th e ir  e a rs  u n til  h is  
due tim e , th e  M illen n ial ag e , and hence i t  w as th a t  th e  ap os­
tle s  so u g h t fo r  th e  c la ss  to  w hom  th e  p re se n t m essage, th e  
h igh  c a llin g  fo r th e  ch u rch , w as in tend ed ,— “ H e t h a t  h a th  a n  
e a r , le t  h im  h e a r .”

P u rsu in g  th is  p olicy  of se a rch in g  fo r  th o se  w ho h a d  e a rs  
to  h e a r, th e  A p o stle  P a u l , se n t by th e  L o rd  to  be th e  g r e a t  
m essen g er o f g ra c e  to  th e  G en tiles, did n o t s a y  w ith in  h im ­
self (a s  som e o f o u r d e a r  m is s io n a ry  frien d s seem  to  s a y  
w ith in  th e m s e lv e s), I  w ill seek o u t th e  m o st i l l i te ra te  an d  
degrad ed  people in  th e  w orld , th a t  I  m a y  l i f t  th em  up . H a d  
th is  been th e  A p o stle ’s se n tim e n t h e  d ou btless w ou ld  h av e  
h asten ed , w ith  h is  c o a d ju to rs , so u th w ard  fro m  Je ru s a le m  in to  
d a rk e st A fr ic a , o r  e a s tw a rd  from  Je ru s a le m  in to  In d ia , w ith  
i ts  h un d red s o f m illio n s, an d  s till  fu r th e r  e a s tw a rd  in to  
C h in a, w ith  its  h u n d red s of m illio n s, in u t te r  ig n o ra n ce  of  
God an d  steeped  in  su p e rs titio n . B u t  th e  A p o stle  h ad  m ad e  
a  b e tte r  s tu d y  o f th e  divine p lan , an d  knew  t h a t  th e  tim e s  of  
re s titu tio n , th e  M illen n ial ag e , w as s e t a p a r t  b y God fo r th is  
g e n e ra l u p lif t  of m a n k in d ; an d  t h a t  i t  w ould  be a  w a s te  o f  
effo rt to  u n d ertak e  to  do t h a t  w ork  in  ad v an ce  o f G od’s co­
o p eratio n  ; in ad van ce  o f his tim e an d  in  ad v an ce  of h is a r -
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ran g em en ts , w hich  h is  w isdom  fo resaw  w ould be n e ce ssa ry  
to  th e  acco m p lish m en t of th a t  w ork .

T h e A p o stle  reason ed , on th e  c o n tra ry , “ God h a th  a p ­
p ointed  a  d a y  in  th e  w hich  he w ill ju dge th e  w orld  in  r ig h t­
eousness”  (A c ts  1 7 : 3 1 ) ,  an d  t h a t  ap po inted  d ay  is  a  fu tu re  
d a y , th e  M illen n ial d a y ; and if  God h a s  ap p o in ted  t h a t  d a y  
to  be th e  tim e  fo r th e  w orld ’s ju d g m en t, i t  w ould be folly  
on m y  p a r t  to  a tte m p t to  b rin g  in a  ju d g m e n t of th e  w orld  
sooner than- God in tend s i t ,  even if  I  w ere able to  do so. H e  
reason ed , fu rth e r , t h a t  if God h a s  ap p o in ted  a  fu tu re  d a y  fo r  
ju d g in g  th e  w orld  in  g en eral, th en  th e  w orld  in g e n e ra l is 
n o t on t r i a l  o r  u n d er ju d g m en t in  th e  p re se n t G ospel d a y , and  
hence m ig h t ju s t  a s  w ell be le f t  in  th e ir  h eath en  d ark n ess a  
l i t t le  lon ger, a s  God a lre a d y  h a d  le f t  th em  in  h eath en  d a rk ­
ness fo r m o re  th a n  fo u r th o u sa n d  y e a rs ,— an d  he reason ed  
w isely , lo g ica lly . H e  w as in s tru c te d  of th e  L o rd , an d  hence  
he had th e  s p ir it  of a  sound m ind, an d  did n o t a tte m p t to  do 
a n  u tte r ly  im possible an d  hence a  foolish  th in g . H e  did n o t  
a tte m p t to  be e ith e r  w iser o r  m o re  lov in g  th a n  th e  H eav en ly  
F a th e r ,  b u t t ru s tin g  to  th e  H eav en ly  F a t h e r ’s w isdom  an d  
love he so u g h t to  know  th e  w ill of God now , in  th is  p re se n t  
ag e, t h a t  he m ig h t th u s  be a n  a m b assad o r fo r God an d  a  co­
w orker to g e th e r w ith  h im .

N o r w as he le ft  in  d ark n ess. H e w as in s tru c te d  of th e  
L o rd , and he in tu rn  in s tru c ts  u s, th a t  th e  w ork  of th e  p re s­
e n t ag e  is  th e  w ork  of p re p a rin g  th e  judges  of th e  w o rld , w ho, 
w hen th e  g r e a t  d a y  of th e  w o rld ’s ju d g m en t o r  t r ia l  sh all  
h av e  daw ned, w ill be p re p a re d  to  e x e cu te  ju d g m en t an d  ju s ­
tice  in th e  w orld , and to  bless w ith  a  rig h teo u s  ru le  a ll th e  
fam ilies  of th e  e a rth . H e in fo rm s u s t h a t  th e  s a in ts  now  
b ein g  trie d  ( ju d g e d ) , te s te d  and developed in  c h a r a c te r  a re  
u n d erg oin g  th is  severe p rocess, an d  a re  req u ired  to  w alk  in  
th e  “ n a rro w  w a y ,”  to  th e  in te n t  t h a t  th e y  m a y  be fit to  be 
in stru m e n ts  of God fo r judging the w orld  in  rig h teo u sn ess  
w hen th e  due tim e  fo r  t h a t  ju d g m en t sh all h av e  com e. (1  
C o r. 0 :2 ,  3 )  C onsequently, we find th a t  th e  A p o stle ’s en er­
g ies , so f a r  fro m  being d irected  to  the s u b stra tu m  of so cie ty , 
th e  h eathen  and th e  b a rb a ria n s , w ere d irected  to  th e  v e ry  op ­
p o site  c lass . H e so u g h t th e  b est people in th e  w o r ld ; th e  
m o st m o ral people and th e  m o st in te llig e n t; th e  people m o st  
ad van ced  in  ev ery  sense of th e  w ord— b elieving, an d  r ig h tly , 
th a t  th e  reason ab le  an d  g ra c io u s  p lan  o f God w ould com ­
m end itse lf  b e tte r  to  such  th a n  to  th e  sodden an d  benighted  
and stupefied an d  degrad ed  m inds of th e  b a rb a ria n  h eath en . 
C onsei v a tiv e ly , th e  A p o stle  f irs t so u g h t th e  in te llig e n t c lasses  
of A sia  M in or, and a f te r  h av in g  gone th ro u g h  v a rio u s  c itie s  
(n o t  a tte m p tin g  n o r e x p e ctin g  to  co n v e rt the people en  
masse, b u t m erely  h oping, in h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  divine p ro ­
g ra m , to  find a  few , a  l i t t le  flock, an d  to  e sta b lish  th ese  in  
p rin cip les  of rig h teo u sn ess an d  in th e  School of C h ris t , to  
learn  of h im  an d  to  develop c h a r a c te r , and to  be p re p a re d  fo r  
th e  fu tu re  w ork  of ju d g sh ip  an d  jo in t-h e irsh ip  w ith  C h ris t  
in  th e  k in g d o m )— th e  A p o stle  p ressed  on to  find s t il l  o th e rs  
w ho had “ e a rs  to  h e a r .”

T h e d e cla ra tio n  of th e S cr ip tu re s  is t h a t  he an d  h is com ­
p a n y  purposed  to  go  in to  A sia , b u t t h a t  u n d er d ivine p ro v i­
dence he seem ed to  be h indered  fro m  go in g  th e re , an d  t h a t  
th e n  God sp ecia lly  d irected  h im  in a  d ream , an d  sen t h im  in to  
E u ro p e  w ith  th e  m essage— sending him , n o t to  b a rb a ria n s , b u t  
to  th e  m o st en ligh tened  and m o st c u ltu re d  people of th e  then  
civilized  w orld , th e  people of G reece. (A c ts  1 6 :7 -1 0 )  A nd  
w e rem em ber t h a t  la te r  on th e  L o rd  sen t th e  A p o stle  to  R om e, 
te llin g  h im  in ad v an ce  th a t  th is  w as h is  p u rp o se , an d  seem ­
in g ly  in  o rd e r to  keep th e  A p o stle  in  R om e h e w as se n t th e re  
a  p riso n e r, y e t  fo r th re e  y e a rs  w as p e rm itted  to  h av e  fu ll lib ­
e r ty  to  p re a ch  C h ris t to  a s  m a n y  a s  h ad  e a rs  to  h e a r. A nd  
le t  us n o t fo rg e t a  c ircu m s ta n ce  w hich  o ccu rre d  in  con nection  
w ith  th e  jo u rn e y  to  R om e, when th e  A p o stle  w as ship ­
w recked  on th e  Is la n d  of M e h ta . (A c ts  2 8 :1 - 1 0 )  H e found  
th e re  a  people w ho, so f a r  a s  w e a re  able to  ju d g e, w ere on  
th e  a v e ra g e  b e tte r  p rep ared  fo r  th e  t r u th  th a n  th e  C hinese, 
M a la y s , e tc ., an d  of th ese th e  reco rd  say s , “ T h e b a rb a ria n s  
show ed us no l i t t le  k ind ness.”  W e m ig h t suppose t h a t  b a r ­
b a ria n s  w ho w ere disposed to  be kind and gen ero u s to  people  
w ho w ere ship -w recked  on th e ir  c o a s t , w ould be a  ra th e r  
m o re fav o rab le  c la ss  to  a p p ro a ch  w ith  th e  go sp el o f C h ris t  
th a n  can n ib als , to  w hom  m issio n aries  of to d a y  freq u en tly  go.

A nd y e t  w h a t do we find a s  th e  re s u lt  of th e  A p o stle ’s 
s ta y  in  th e  m id st of t h a t  people a ll  t h a t  w in te r?  D o we 
re a d  th a t  he le ft  se v e ra l flo u rish in g  l i t t le  m issio n s?  D o w e  
re a d  t h a t  he p reach ed  d a y  a n d  n ig h t u n to  th e  b a rb a ria n s?  
N o t a  w ord  of i t ;n o  m en tion  is m ad e of th e  s lig h te s t effo rt  
to  re a ch  th em . T h e A p o stle  seem in gly  knew  th a t  th e y  w ere  
to o  d egraded  to  h ave a n y  e a r  to  h e a r  th e  C h ris tia n  m essage,

o r  to  be called  w ith  th e  high ca llin g  w h ich  God d u rin g  th is  
age is sending fo rth , to  g a th e r  th e  b rid e fo r  h is  Son . W e  
h av e  ev ery  reaso n  to  believe t h a t  th e  A p o stle  m ad e n o effort  
w h a te v e r to  m ak e know n th e  G ospel o f C h ris t  to  th ose  
h eath en  people. Q u ite  p ossib ly  w h ile  he w as th e re  fo rcib ly  
d etained  in th e ir  m id st, an d  unab le to  re a c h  th ose w ho w ould  
h ave an  e a r  to  h e a r  th e  good tid in g s, he m a y  h av e  a tte m p te d  
to  su g g e st to  th em  c e rta in  m o ra l re fo rm s, o r  how  to  live m o re  
c o m fo rta b ly , o r  som eth in g  else t h a t  w ould  com e w ith in  th e  
ra n g e  of th e ir  m e a su re  of in tellig en ce . B u t  a p p a re n tly  he  
h ad  no th o u g h t w h a te v e r t h a t  th e  G ospel “ H ig h  C a llin g ” w a s  
fo r  su ch , an d  hence th e  G olden R u le , o p e ra tin g  in  h is  life  an d  
go v ern in g  h is  co n d u ct, w as lim ited  a cco rd in g ly — lim ited  to  a c t  
in h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  divine re v e la tio n  an d  th e  d ivine p lan .

W h y  is i t  th a t  th e  exam p le  of Je s u s  and h is in sp ired  ap o s­
tle s  is  overlooked b y so m a n y  of o u r d e a r  C h ris tia n  frien d s  
to d a y ?  W h y  is  i t  th a t  th e y  u se th e ir  G olden R u le  w ith o u t  
re sp e ct to  th e  divine p lan  and d ivin e p ro m ise?  W e  an sw er, 
I t  is  b ecau se som e of th em  a re  lean in g  to  th e ir  own u n d er­
s tan d in g , in ste a d  of seekin g th e  divine w o rd , an d  to  be ta u g h t  
o f G o d ; th ey  th in k  th e y  know  w h a t o u g h t to  be done w ith o u t  
in q u irin g  of G od’s W o rd , an d  th e y  a re  go in g  ab o u t to  do w h a t  
th e y  th in k  should  be done, r a th e r  th a n  seekin g to  follow  
h eaven ’s d ire ctio n s  an d  A p o sto lic  exam p le . M an y  o f th e m , in ­
deed, a re  n o t self-conceited  to  th e  e x te n t  o f being c a re le ss  re ­
sp e ctin g  a d v ic e ; indeed, m an y  of th em  a re  q u ite  la ck in g  in  
th o u g h t on th e ir  own p a r t ,  an d  o n ly  to o  w illin g  an d  to o  a n x ­
ious to  ta k e  ad vice  of o th e rs ; b u t th e y  a re  n o t sufficiently  
ca re fu l w here th e y  g e t  th e  ad vice.

T h ey  s a y  to  th em selv es, W e  belong  to  th e  P re s b y te r ia n  
b od y: look a t  i ts  m illio n s ; look a t  i ts  e d u c a tio n ; look a t  i ts  
influence. O r, W e belong  to  th e  M eth o d ist b o d y : look  a t  i t s  
n u m b ers, influence, e tc ., e tc . T h e sam e is t r u e  of th e  o th e rs . 
A nd  th en  th e y  a sk , Is  i t  possible th a t  a ll th e se  w ise an d  
learn ed  m en should  be m is ta k e n ?  Do th e y  n o t  a l l  a d v o ca te  
t h a t  w e should  th u s  go  o u t  to  p re a ch  th e  gospel a m o n g st th e  
h e a th e n ?  Y e s , w e a n s w e r ; th is  is  a  p a r t  of th e  d e lu sio n : 
m a n y  o f th e  g r e a t  an d  w orldly-w ise h av e ad op ted  a  th e o ry , 
an d  a re  a tte m p tin g  to  o p e ra te  th e  G olden R u le  w h olly  o u tsid e  
of and in u t te r  n eg lect of th e  divine p lan . T h e ir  th e o ry  is  
t h a t  God’s kingdom  has come, an d  th e y  p o in t to  th e  civilized  
n a tio n s  of E u ro p e  an d  A m e rica  a s  evidences an d  p roo fs th a t  
God’s k ingdom  h as com e, an d  th e y  s a y , W h a t  a ll  zealou s  
C h ris tia n s  should  now  do is to  co n v e rt th e  C hinese n a tio n , th e  
Ja p a n e s e  n a tio n , In d ia , an d  a ll th e  trib e s  of th e  e a r th , t h a t  
th e se  also  m a y  becom e C h ris tia n  n atio n s  like th o se  of E u ro p e  
an d  A m e rica , an d  th u s  th e  w hole w orld  w ill becom e G od’s 
kingdom .

B u t  we an sw er, T h is  is fa lse , u t te r ly  f a ls e ; th e  n a tio n s  o f  
E u ro p e  and A m e rica  a re  n o t G od’s k ingdom , n o tw ith sta n d in g  
th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e y  cla im  to  be C h ris tia n  n a tio n s , an d  t h a t  
th e y  p u t upon th e ir  coins t h a t  th e ir  m o n arch s  reig n  b y th e  
g ra c e  o f God. T h ey  a re  a ll , a t  b est an d  a t  m o st, “ kingdom s  
of th is  w o rld ,”  u n d er th e  c o n tro l of S a ta n , “ th e  p rin ce  of th is  
w orld .”  ( Jo h n  1 4 :3 0 )  T hese a re  th e  k ingdom s w hich  a t  th e  
a d v e n t of C h ris t’s k ingdom  he d e cla re s  sh all be broken in  
pieces a s  a  p o tte r ’s vessel, a s  being u t te r ly  u n fit fo r  h is  s e rv ­
ice , an d  u t te r ly  o u t of h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  p rin cip les  o f r ig h t ­
eousness w hich  w ill be estab lish ed  in  h is  k ingdom .— R e v . 2 : 2 6 ,  
2 7 ;  D an . 2 :4 5 .

A la s !  if  th e se  k ingdom s of so-called  C h risten d o m  be th e  
fu lfillm en t of o u r d e a r  R ed eem er’s p ra y e r  w h ich  he ta u g h t  us  
a s  h is  d iscip les, “ T h y  kingdom  c o m e ; th y  w ill be done on  
e a r th  a s  i t  is  done in h eaven ”— if w e m u s t  a c c e p t th ese  a s  
God’s k ingdom , if  w e m u s t th in k  of th e ir  ru le  a s  being G od’s 
w ill done on e a r th  a s  i t  is done in h eaven— th en  som e of us  
a re  g r e a tly  d isap p o in ted , fo r w e find t h a t  G od’s w ill is v e ry  
l i t t le  done on e a r th , and con seq uen tly  h eaven , if  no b e tte r  
th a n  th is , m u s t be a  pandenom ium  in  co m p ariso n  to  w h a t we 
h ad  hoped for.

B u t  we a re  n o t m is ta k e n ; th e  L o rd ’s W o rd  everyw h ere  
tea ch e s  th a t  th e  p re se n t G ospel age is  fo r  th e  selectio n  of 
th e  kingdom  c la ss , th e  s a in ts , w ho by an d  by, in G od’s due  
tim e , sh a ll be jo in t-h e irs  w ith  C h ris t  in h is k ingdom , an d  in ­
h e rito rs  w ith  h im  of th e  g r e a t  p rom ises m ad e to  F a th e r  A b ra ­
h am , th a t  th is  seed, C h ris t  (h ead  an d  body— G al. 3 :1 6 ,  2 9 ) ,  
sh all bless a ll  th e  fam ilies  of th e  e a r th , a s  G od’s kingdom  
b rin g in g  in  e v e rla s tin g  rig h teo u sn ess. W ou ld  to  God t h a t  we 
could  a s s is t  to  som e e x te n t  in opening th e  blinded eyes of 
C h risten d om  on th is  s u b je c t :  an d  y e t  w e cou ld  n o t hope to  
ren d er a n y  a ss is ta n c e  to  th e  g e n e ra l m a s s  o f c h u rc h ia n ity ,—  
fo r i t  is  th e  divine p lan  t h a t  n o t th e  “ ta r e s ,”  b u t on ly  th e  
“ w h e a t,”  sh a ll now  u n d e rs ta n d .— D an . 1 2 : 1 0 ;  1 T h es. 5 :3 - 5 .

A ll w e can  hope fo r is  t h a t  th ose  w ho a re  th e  L o rd ’s  t ru e

[2691 ]



(268 -269) Z I O N ’S W A T C H  T O W E R Vi l k c h E n y  l ' \

saints are not, and never have been, fully satisfied with the 
position in which they are, and the work which they are do- 
in"; but realise a heart-hunger for something better, more 
satisfactory, and more in harmony with the divine chaiacter 
and power— that these who have ears, and who have already 
heard to some extent the true Gospel, might now hear the true 
ring of the Shepherd’s voice, and thus be called away from 
Babylon and its confusion of error, its jargon of contradic­
tion and msineenty, to the green pastures and still waters of 
divine truth— present ti nth— that thus separated (delivered

from Babylon’s bondage) they might be more fully united 
with the Shepherd himself, and become co-workers together 
with God in his work, learning to exercise the Golden Rule 
in their own hearts, in their own lives, and to help others of 
the household of faith and the bride of Christ to do the same 

Nor are we to overlook the fact that while the present 
Gospel message is for the highest types of men, it appeals spe­
cially to the middle class of these— the humble hut intelli­
gent rather than the rich or great. “Even so, Father: for so 
it seemed good in thy sight.”— Matt 11:25, 26.

WATCHING AND ITS REWARD
L ltkk 1 2 :3 5 -4 6 — S e p t . 23.

Goi.iun T e x t :— “Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tem ptation— Matt. 26.41

I’raycr is good, it is absolutely indispensable to Chris­
tian life It naans, not only a living faith, but a growing 
faith. Experience will prove that neglect of either private 
prawr (Matt 6 :6 )  or prater in the congregation of the 
Lord's peo| h- (Acts 12 :12 ; ' 1 ■ 14; 16 :13 ; 1 Cor. 11:4, 5 : 
14:13 11 1 is suie to lead to leanness of soul and lukewarm­
ness in r<—nect to .spiritual things— unfaithfulness, coldness, 
death (in the contrary, communion with the Lord in prayer 
brings increased confidence in the Lord’s supervision of our 
afTaiis meica-od l.uth in all the exceeding great and precious 
promises of hi-, Word; increased realization of his dealings, 
past ind presint; incica-ed love for all the brethren of Christ, 
and ineiiased solicitude for their welfare and spiritual prog­
ress. lhatei is thus closelv and actively' identified with prog- 
icss in spnitunl things, progress in the fruits of the spirit, 
toward God. the bretlnon, and all men.

Our Golden Text suggests, however, that more than praying 
is necessary. Praying that does not fully represent the senti­
ments of the heart is apt very' quickly' to degenerate into a 
mere form of words—drawing nigh to the Lord with the lips 
while the lieait. is far from him,— perhaps enwrapped in busi­
ness or pleasure or sin. Whoever, therefore, would make 
progress in the spiiitual way must not only' pray' with the 
spirit and with the undei standing, but he must also watch — 
against the sinful tendencies of his own flesh— sef/-gratifica- 
tion. selfi-hiiess, also against the allurements of the world 
toward so-calhd worldly pleasures, worldly ambitions, honor 
amongst men, the love of money', etc.; aloo against the wiles 
iif the ad\ei',irv, whose deceitful attacks usually come upon 
the Lord's people as “an angel of light”—to deceive them into 
forms and ceremonies of Churchianity, substituting before the 
mind and alTeitions and consecrated intentions, human senti­
ment' and methods and woi ks and objectives, as instead of 
“the hone se( betoie Us ill the Gospel” (Col. 1.23) and its 
\aiiou- i x reed me eu il and pie'dous piomises. hv whose in­
centive the Lord has called us to walk and to run, by faith 
and not, hv sight, following in the footsteps of our Redeemer.

<dui lesson itself deals particularly with the watching; 
led m harmony with the Golden Text we know that all true 
w n t c b e i s  must also be prayers, and that all fervent prayers 
will n'so be watchers. Prayer represents the faith; watch­
ing n presents the works which must accompany if, so long 
■ is it is a living faith; for, as the Apostle declares, Faith 
without woil.s is dead—it speedily' loses its vitality', its value 
its veiy existence.

Our Leid gave a putable as was his custom m teaching 
to illttsf i a’.e this lesson of the necessity for watchfulness.

A wealthy householder is represented as absent for a con- 
-i dorp hie portion of the night at a wedding-feast, and expect­
ing on his let urn that the servants of the household would be 
awake aid aleit to receive him and any company he might 
In mg with him If was expected of such servants that they 
i cnld not only not retire to bed, hut that they would not 
• •veil get d i o u s y  To give their master a proper reception 
they should be thoroughly awake, quick to hear and to re­
s p o n d  to his knock, and to “open unto him immediately.” 
l i e n e e ,  in the parable, such servants are repre=ented as hav­
ing their loins gilt about and their lamps burning brightly. 
The custom of Orientals at that time was to wear long, loose, 
flowing robes. These, when they were ieating, were loosened 
ai, the oitdie but when attending to business they were drawn 
lightlv at the waist with a girdle or belt, preventing them 
from interfering with proper service. Lamps, which weie the 
mode of illumination, were also necessary in the night, and 
should not be permitted to grow dim, but be trimmed as 
necessity required.

Our Lord points out that such faithful servants would be 
appreciated by their master, and that he would give them a

reward— ho would honor them by treating them as his friends 
and bring forth to them of the good things from his pantry 
He would indeed gird himself as a servant and serve these 
faithful ones: and for the master of the house to do this 
would imply the bringing forth of the very' be=t that he pos 
sossed. But in older to fulfil the conditions end be thus 
acceptable to their master they must be ready in whatever 
hour of the night he might come.

The parable, without question, refers to the second com 
ing of our Lord Jesus, and points out to all of his faithful 
servants the proper attitude of watchfulness and pieparation 
to receiv'e him at whatever time his second advent should 
occur. It also indicates that it was the Lord’s good pleasure 
not to reveal definitely and positively to his people when to 
expect his arrival, but rather that all the way down thiough 
this night-time which we designate the Gospel age, and which 
must necessarily precede the morning of the Millennial day, 
they should be continually' awake, alert, waiting for him 
ready to receive him at any moment. They should have tin 
loins of their minds girt up and be active in thought, m 
word and in deed, in every matter peitaining to the MasterV 
service, that they might be approved of him;—the lamp of 
the divine Word, so necessary' to their enlightenment, should 
be with them, and well supplied with the oil of the holy 
spirit— and well trimmed, in the sense of lightly dividing tin 
word of truth, and seeking to understand through it then 
proper attitude of heart and conduct, to be pleasing to their 
Master.

The parable is a very simple one, and could scarcely be 
misapprehended by the class for whom all paiables are in 
tended— the consecrated church. These realize at once that 
the central thought with them, as the Lord’s «oivants. must 
be such readiness of heart and mind and character as will be 
pleasing to the Master when he shall come to gather his 
“jewels,”— his watching, faithful servants. This thought of 
the return of the Lord, and of the blessings which he has 
promised to his faithful ones at that time, is the great incen­
tive set before the called ones of this Gospel age. It is foi 
the Master’s favor and the consequent exaltition with Inn. 
to a share in his kingdom, then to be established, and a share 
in the great work of blessing the world of mankind, then to 
be accomplished, that all of the saints aic seeking, watching 
praying, striving.

Mell has the Apostle said. “He that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself even as he [the looked-for Master] is pure.” 
It is tins hopie that leads the faithful seivants continually 
to the lamp of the divine Word, to trim it and to thereby 
keep themselves thoroughly awake, quick of ear and quick 
of eve in respect to any and every thing relating to the will 
of the expectpd Master, and such conditions of lieart-purity 
and robes of righteousness as would be pleasing and accept­
able in his sight at his arrival.

Let all watchers fully appreciate this parable, and be on 
guard against every ensnarement of the adversary, and 
against the stupefying influence of the world and its spirit, 
and against the selfishness and weaknesses of his own flesh : 
and let each put on the graces of the spirit, and assist his fel­
low-servants in these preparations, that thus an entrance 
may be ministered to him into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ.— 2 Pet. 1 :4-12.

What great blindness and spiritual stupor respecting so 
simple a parable is manifested by' many' who are regarded as 
teachers in nominal Zion, in respect to this lesson! Note the 
interpretation of it offered hy one of the leading “Helps to 
Sunday School teachers.” The writer evidently is not sc 
blind as to fail to see that the parable relates in some man­
ner to the second coming of our Lord; but he is so blinded
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by m iscon cep tion s, fa lse  d o ctrin es, e tc ., a s  to  g iv e  th e  follow ­
in g a s  an  e x p la n a tio n :—

“ T he com in gs of th e  L o rd  a re  ever u n exp ected  to  u s,— his  
com in g a t  d eath , h is com in g to  ju d g e th e  w orld , h is  com ing  
in h is k ingdom , h is com in g in th e  h a rv e s t-tim e s  of m en, his  
com ing in th e  c rise s  of o u r lives, h is  com in g w ith  o p p o rtu n i­
tie s  an d  open doors, h is  com in g w ith  th e  pow er of th e  h oly  
S p ir it .”

T h is  blind te a c h e r  th u s  believes in seven com in gs of C h ris t, 
ad d itio n al to  h is f irs t  com in g eigh teen  ce n tu rie s  ago. M ore  
th an  th is , th e  w ords we q u o te s ig n ify  t h a t  th e  w rite r  believes  
th a t  a  com in g of C h ris t o ccu rs  ev ery  tim e a  d eath  o ccu rs  (o r  
possibly he lim ited  th is  to  th e  d eath  of h is s a in ts ;  b u t o th e r  
te a ch e rs  o f th e  sam e school of d ark n ess, w hen p reach in g  
fu n eral serm ons, a re  a ccu sto m ed  to  announ ce th e  L o rd 's  com ­
in g in th e  d eath , n o t on ly  of sa in ts , b u t of p re t ty  n e a rly  ev­
e ry b o d y ). T h is  w rite r  fu rth e r  cla im s a  com in g of C h ris t in  
a ll th e  crises  a s  w ell a s  in a ll  th e  o p p o rtu n ities  of h u m an  
life. H e evid en tly  believes (m a y  we n o t sa y , d re a m s?—  
he su rely  is n o t aw ake, and su re ly  h is  lam p  is  n o t  
trim m ed  and b urnin g, n o r th e  loins of h is  m ind g i r t  a b o u t)  
t h a t  th ere  a re  m illio n s of com ings of C h ris t . M oreover, 
speaking (in  h is d re a m s) a s  a  m outh p iece of th e  g r e a t  a d ­
v e rsa ry , lie speak s of th e  h a rv e s t-tim e  of m en— ev id en tly  to  
d ire c t a tte n tio n  aw a y  from  th e  M a s te r ’s e x p la n a tio n  t h a t  the  
h a rv e st-tim e  w ill be “ th e end of th is  a g e ,” in th e  w hich  he 
h im self w ill be th e  g r e a t  C hief R e a p e r, an d  w ill asso cia te  
w ith  him his fa ith fu l s e rv a n ts  in th e  w ork  of g a th e rin g  th e  
w h eat (h is  fa ith fu l)  in to  h is b arn  ( th e  s p ir itu a l c o n d itio n ). 
— M a tt. 1 3 -3 0 .

N ote a n o th e r m ethod  of w re s tin g  th e  S cr ip tu re s , an d  of 
a t t ia c t in g  the m inds of th e  L o rd ’s people a w a y  from  th e  g r e a t  
tru th  everyw h ere  se t fo rth  in th e  S cr ip tu re s , and p a r tic u la r ly  
en u n ciated  in th is  p a ra b le , vie., th e  second com in g  of o u r L o rd  
as K in g , and th e  d u ty  of a ll h is fa ith fu l ones to  be read y , 
exp ectin g  and jo y o u sly  w a itin g  fo r th a t  even t. T h is  p e rv e r­
sion and w re stin g  of th e  S crip tu re s  is in th e  in te re s t of te m ­
p eran ce. and rep resen ts  th e  w a tch in g  a s  im p lyin g  tem p eran ce  
w ork, th u s : “ N o t only th ose  who a re  la b o rin g  and p ra y in g  
for tem p eran ce  re fo rm , b u t th e  yo u n g people esp ecially , 
should he wide aw ak e and w atchfu l in re g a rd  to  tem p eran ce . 
T h ey should watch the effect o f  s tro n g  d rin k  upon o th ers . 
T hey should w atch  i ts  effect upon th e  co m m u n ity . T h ey  
should be on th e ir  g u a rd  a g a in s t  th e  sm a lle st beginnings of 
the h a b it of u sin g  in to x ic a tin g  liq u o rs. T h ey should  watch  
fo r o p p o rtu n ities  of helping on th e  cau se  of tem p eran ce  by  
w ord and by exam p le , in public and in p r iv a te .”

Is  i t  an v  w onder we h e a r th e  M a s te r  p rop h esy  resp ectin g  
the u n fa ith fu ln e ss  am o n g st his p rofessed  people a t  th is  tim e , 
say in g , “ W hen th e  Son of M an com eth , sh all he find the  fa ith  
on th e  e a r th ? ” T h e fo rm  of th e  question  im plies th e  an sw er. 
N o : he w ill n o t find th e  fa ith  flo u rish in g  in  th e  e a r th ,— n o t  
p red om in atin g . O th er S cr ip tu re s , how ever, a s su re  us th a t  
a t  th e  tim e  of h is com in g he w ill find a  l i t t le  flock of fa ith ­
ful w a tch e rs— n o t m a n y  g r e a t , w ise o r learn ed , b u t chiefly  
“th e  poor of th is  w orld , rich  in fa ith , h e irs  of th e  k ingdom .”  
As fo r B ab ylon  in g e n e ra l, she is say in g , w ith  lou d er voice  
th an  ever. H av e  we n o t d on e! d on e! d on e! A re  w e n o t rich  
and increased  in g o o d s! A re  we n o t  com p assin g  sea  an d  land  
to  m ak e p ro se ly te s !

B u t th e  M a s te r  w ill s a y , T h ou  a r t  p oor and blind  and m is­
erab le  and n ak ed , and k no w est i t  n o t !  (R e v . 3 : 1 7 )  T h y  
colleges, of w hich  th o u  d o st b o ast, a re  th e y  n o t th e  v e ry  h o t­
beds of infid elity , denying m y  W o rd — denying t h a t  m y  w ork  
w as p e rfe c t in th e  beginning, and t h a t  p resen t con d itio n s of 
sin and d eg ra d a tio n  an d  d eath  a re  th e  p en alties  of v io latio n  
of m y rig h teo u s  la w ; denying a lso  th e  v alu e  of m y  sacrifice  
for sins, given  th a t  th e  h eaven ly  F a th e r  m ig h t be ju s t  and  
v e t th e  ju stifie r  of him  th a t  believeth in m e ; denying th a t  
holy men of old spake and w ro te  a s  th e y  w ere m oved by th e  
holy s p ir it , an d  cla im in g  a  su p e rio r w isdom  a s  “ h ig h er c r i t ­
ic s ,” by w hich  th e y  d eterm in e th a t  m y self and m y chosen  
and inspired  ap ostles  w ere ig n o ra n t and in co m p eten t and  
deceived when w e quoted th e w ords of th e  p ro p h ets  and a p ­
plied them  ; denying also  m y second com ing, to  g a th e r  m y l i t ­
tle  flock th e  ch u rch , to  a sso cia te  them  w ith  m e in th e  kingdom  
prom ised th ro u g h  th e  p ro p h e ts , w hich  s h o rtly  sh all b less all 
th e fam ilies of th e  e a r t h ;  c la im in g , on th e  c o n tra ry , th a t  all 
th in g s con tin u e a s  th e y  w ere from  th e  b egin nin g,— th a t  a  
process o f evo lu tio n  is in p ro g re ss , and th a t  no R ed eem er, no  
redem ption  an d  n o re s titu tio n  a re  n ecessary — som e of th em  
going so fa r  a s  to  c la im  th a t  no person al d eity  is n e ce ssa ry  
but th a t  w h a t th e y  ca ll  th e  law s o f evo lu tio n  a re  th e  c re a to r ,  
p reserver and sa v io r  of th e  ra ce .

Ill—50

I s  i t  a n y  w onder th a t  und er such  fa lse  te a ch in g s  in  high  
p laces, an d  th e  sam e te a ch in g s  rep eated  w ith  m o re  o r  less of 
a b ility  th ro u g h o u t th e  len gth  an d  b re a d th  of B ab y lo n — is i t  
a n y  w onder th a t  m y people a re  “ p e rish in g  fo r lack  of k n o w l­
edge” ? (H o s. 4 : 6 )  T h ey  h ave “ hidden th e  key of know l­
edge,”  an d  n o t only fa il  to  e n te r in to  th e  p riv ileg es an d  op ­
p o rtu n itie s  of th is  G ospel a g e  an d  i ts  c a ll, b u t th em  th a t  
w ould e n te r  in th e y  h ind er by th e ir  fa lse  te a ch in g s  an d  m is ­
re p re se n ta tio n s , p u ttin g  d ark n ess fo r lig h t, an d  lig h t fo r d a rk ­
ness.— L u k e 1 1 :5 2 ;  2 P e t . 2 : 1 ;  3 : 3 ,  4 ;  A m os. 8 : 1 1 ;  M a tt.  
2 3 : 1 3 ;  Is a . 5 :2 0 .

A la s !  th a t  a n y  w hose eyes of u n d e rsta n d in g  h ave been 
opened in a n y  degree should  be deluded in to  sup posin g th a t  
he can  do God serv ice  by co -o p eratin g  w ith  B ab y lo n  in any 
m e asu re , sense o r  degree. S u re ly  th ey  a re  u n d er th e  blinding  
an d  stu p efy in g  influence of th e a d v e rs a ry  when th e y  do not 
h e a r  sh a rp ly  and d is tin c tly  th e  L o rd ’s m essage to  a ll of his 
tru e  people a t  th is  tim e , to  com e ou t of B ab y lo n  and be n ot 
p a rta k e rs  of h er sins, h er e rro rs , h er false  te a ch in g s , and the  
crim e  im plied  in th ese , and on a c c o u n t of w hich  severe scourg- 
in gs a re  com in g upon B ab y lo n , and w ill fa ll w ith  sp ecial  
se v e rity  upon tn ose w ho h ad  known b e tte r , an d  who fo r any 
reason  h ave refu sed  to  obey th e  voice of h im  t h a t  speaketh  
from  h eaven— o u r p re se n t L o rd , K in g , B rid e g ro o m .— Heb  
1 2 :2 5 - 2 7 ;  R ev . 1 8 :4 .

O ur L ord  ap plied  th e  p a ra b le  in few  w ord s, say in g , “ B e  
y e, th e re fo re , re a d y  also , fo r th e  Son of M an  com eth  a t  an  
h o u r th a t  ve th in k  n o t.”  T h a t  is to  s a y , w a tch fu ln e ss  fo r th e  
g r e a t  ev en t of th e  K in g ’s re tu rn  w ould be ab so lu te ly  in d is­
p ensable, and would co n stitu te  a  m ark  o r  in d ica tio n  of those  
w o rth y  to  be called  tru e  s e rv a n ts  o r  “b re th re n .”  W e a re  n ot 
to  m ak e th e  m is ta k e  of supposing o u r L o rd  to  m ean , W a tch  
in ce ssa n tly , fo r you w ill n o t know  when I  do com e. T h is  
w ould he an a b su rd ity . The c e n tra l th o u g h t of th e  p arab le  is 
th a t  th e  fa ith fu l s e rv a n ts , aw ak e an d  w a tch in g  a t  th e  proper  
tim e , w ill h e a r th e knock , w ill recognize th e  L o rd ’s presence, 
w ill open to  h im , in th e  sense of b elieving an d  a c ce p tin g  his  
presence, an d  w ill be rew ard ed  by him  in th e  tim e  o f h is p re s ­
ence by being supplied  sp ecia l know ledge re sp e ctin g  heavenly  
th in g s  w hich w ould be “ m e a t in due seaso n ” to  th e ir  co m fo rt  
and joy . A ll who a re  fa ith fu lly  w a tch in g  sh all know  when  
th e  e v en t o ccu rs , so  su re ly  a s  th ose  who do n o t w a tch  shall 
n o t know .

The A p o stle  P a u l sp eak s o f th is  sam e g r e a t  ev en t an d  of 
th e  sam e c la ss  of w a tch e rs , d esig n atin g  th em  b re th re n ; and  
a f te r  ex p la in in g  th a t  th e  second com in g of o u r L o rd  would be 
upon th e  w orld  a s  a  th ief and a  sn a re , an d  th a t  th e  w orld  
w ill n o t escap e c e rta in  tro u b le  and o v e ith ro w  of th e ir  s y s ­
tem s and p o litics , he exp la in s  th a t ,  on th e  c o n tra ry , “ Y e  
b re th re n , a re  n o t in d ark n ess, th a t  th a t  d ay  should o v ertak e  
you  a s  a  th ie f”— you  h av e  y o u r lam p s trim m e d  and b u rn in g  
A s he fu rth e r  e x p la in s , th e  b re th re n  w o rth y  to  know  an d  to  
escap e th e  tro u b les  in cid en ta l to  th a t  tim e  do n o t sleep, a s  do 
o th e rs ; th ey  a re  w a tc h fu l ; th ey  a re  a le r t ,  and b ecau se th us  
a le r t  tb ev  know  of th e B rid e g ro o m ’s a r r iv a l ,  of w hich th e  
w orld know s n o t ;  and in th e  tim e  of his presence th ese b re th ­
ren  a re  fed w ith  special s p ir itu a l  food, w hich th e  w orld  know s 
n o t of. T h e M a s te r  h im self is sending fo rth , a t  th e  h an d s of 
h is se rv a n ts , th e  needed m e a t in due seaso n , th in g s  new and  
old fo r the s tre n g th e n in g  of his household fo r th is  p resent 
tim e  o f t r ia l  and fo r th e  p e rfe c tin g  of th e  s a in ts  fo r th e  w ork  
of m in is try , to  w hich he h as called  th em .— 1 T h ess. 5 :1 - 6 .

TO WHOM D O ES T H E  P A R A BL E  SP E C IA L L Y  A P P L Y ?
T h is w as P e te r ’s question . H e wondered w h eth er o r  not 

th e  L o rd  m e a n t th a t  th e  sp ecia lly  chosen tw elve ap o stles  w ere  
th ese s e rv a n ts  who m u st w atch  and w a it  for him a t  his seeond  
com in g, o r  w h eth er the p arab le  w as of g en eral ap p lica tio n , 
and m e a n t th a t  everybody should w atch . O ur L o rd  did not 
an sw er th is  question  d ire c tly , fo r to  h ave done so would have  
been c o n tra ry  to  th e  divine p la n ; to  h ave answ ered  d ire c tly , 
to  h ave shown th a t  o u r L o rd  w as n o t com in g  in the ea rly  
w a tch e s  of th e Gospel n ig h t, w ould th u s  h ave been in c o n tr a ­
diction  of th e  v e ry  te a ch in g  of th e  p a ra b le , th a t  he m u st be 
w atch ed  fo r all th ro u g h  th e  Gospel n ig h t.

E v a d in g  th is  fe a tu re  of P e te r ’s q uestion  o u r L o rd  e m ­
b races  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  give som e fu r th e r  in s tru c tio n , and  
exp lain s to P e te r  and to  us all th a t  a t  th a t  tim e , “ th e n ,” t. e., 
a t  th e  tim e  of h is re tu rn , h is second ad v en t, he would look  
ou t and ap p o in t a  stew ard  for th e  d isp ensin g of s p ir itu a l  
food to  th e  household of f a i th :  and th a t  a  special lilessing  
would he w ith  th a t  s tew ard  in the even t of his faith fu ln ess, 
an d  th a t  he would be rem oved from  th e  s tew ard sh ip  in th e  
ev en t o f u n faith fu ln ess . F a ith fu ln e ss  on th e  p a rt  of th is  
ste w a rd  w ould im p ly  la rg e r  and con tin u ed  service  in  d isp ens­
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