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seek to keep God’s commandments, and do so willingly, not 
fee'mg them “grievoua.” Thus we see that he is speaking only 
of the consecrated class; and since we know that there were 
none lighteous,— no, not one,— of all of Adam’s race, and 
Sirov we know also that the unrighteous could not be accepted 
is ioint-sacrificers with Christ, we know assuredly that the 
Apostle John had in mind a class of consecrated and spirit- 
hegotten ones, who previously had been prepared by a knowl­
edge of Christ and by a faith in him unto justification.

That “new creature” represented by the new mind which 
is now begotten of the holy spirit when the justified believer 
reaches that point where he sacrifices the human will and 
presents himself unreservedly to the Lord, is merely “be­
gotten.” The present life is the formative period during 
which there is no independent life, but merely the reckoned one 
of our “mother,” the Abrahamic Covenant. (Gal. 4-23-31) 
Our birth will be in the first resurrection, when we shall be 
“born from the dead.” Then we shall have life and our 
mother covenant will be dead, having borne the promised seed 
that shall bless all nations. Compare Col. 1 :1 8 ; Rev. 1:5.

HOW W ILL THE DEAD HEAE?
Question.— What is implied by the expression, “The dead 

shall hear the voice of the Son of Man and they that hear 
shall live?”— John 5:25.

Answer.— The Greek text seems to be in full harmony with 
the English, and neither can be understood logically and in 
harmony with other Scriptures, except by understanding this 
to mean that the dead of mankind shall be awakened to such 
a condition as will permit them to hear, comprehend, under­
stand. tho they will still be dead from the divine standpoint 
— dead in tiespasses and sins— dead in the sense of 
being still under divine sentence of death. Then after hear­
ing, comprehending, if they respond to the hearing, if they 
obey the voice, the command, the instruction, of that day 
of judgment, they shall eventually attain to perfection of life 
— being raised to the living-point gradually by the processes of 
restitution or resurrection, by (through) judgments, during 
the Millennium.

The fact is simply this, that a fall took place, a fall from 
a certain standing or condition of perfection and life and a 
redemption was provided at Calvary, on account of which 
there may be extended to all who fell an opportunity to rise 
again. The rising, be it never so insignificant in its begin­

ning, must go on to completion— until the subject shall have 
been raised out of death into life. This raising up is neces­
sarily up to the point or condition from which the fall oc­
curred, and anything short of that would not be in the proper 
sense of the word a raising out of death and to perfection of 
life.

When considering the word anastasis it is proper that we 
Bhould interpret it along this line, which is its only true and 
logical meaning, and if it were in any place used in a less 
comprehensive sense, it would evidently be the exceptional use 
of it, and should not militate against its full meaning.

But let us look for a moment at the resurrection cf the 
just ones and the resurrection of unjust ones. There will be 
no question as to the resurrection of just ones, that to them 
anastasis means a perfect raising up to perfect conditions in 
the first resurrection. Likewise, we claim, is its meaning in 
respect to unjust ones. It does not say that all of the unjust 
ones will be raised up, and other Scriptures show that this 
will not be the case, but that only such of the unjust ones as 
will conform themselves to the laws of the kingdom, will thus 
be raised up and that others will fall back when but partly 
raised up and suffer second death;— those who refuse to hear 
(obey) their Lord in that day. Compare Acts 3:23.

JOINING TEADE UNIONS
Question.— Can I consistently join a Trade Union? I 

prefer to be free, but am threatened with loss of employment 
unless I join one.

Answer.—The Lord’s injunctions are specifically along the 
lines of religion, and hence our separateness from unions 
should be specially along this line. A trade union has noth­
ing of a religious worship connected with it, as have the 
churches and some of the secret orders. Of course, as those 
who are free indeed in Christ, we would prefer not to incur 
any obligation except to the Lord, but if obliged to join a 
Trade Union to obtain employment, I think you would do 
right to join one. I would, however, state to them that I 
preferred not to join them (not for the sake of the dues, 
being quite willing to pay my share of maintaining the proper 
price of labor), but from a desire to be free, lest at some 
time the Union might wish to dictate to my conscience what 
would not agree with it. I would therefore give them notice 
at once that I would be obedient to the demands of the Union 
so far as my conscience agreed, and that only.

ONLY A FEW MORE YEARS
--------FBANCES C. SHOBE.--------

Only a few more years to learn our part.
Just a few more miles the race to run;

So gather courage fresh, O fainting heart!
O weary “feet,” thy journey soon is done.

Only a few more months, but full of toil,
For in tbe “field” are hungry souls to feed, 

Then struggle on, O weary, burdened one!
For thou shalt find a strength in time of need.

Only a few more days to fill with love—
Love for all God’s creatures, friend and foe, 

Love which shall cover every human fault, 
And bring a balm for every earthly woe.

Only a few more hours, we know, for some, 
Who in this life have fought a goodly fight, 

Henceforth for them remains a glorious crown, 
A rest within the radius of God’s light.

Only a few more days of willing sacrifice,
Of patient standing when our work is done; 

Soon in his radiant presence we’ll rejoice, 
And praise him in our everlasting home.
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VIEWS FROM THE WATCH TOWER
A ZIONIST LEAD EE’S VIEW  OF JESUS

Dr. Max Nordau, a widely known Hebrew leader, not long 
since in reply to a question concerning his view of Jesus, wrote 
the following:—■

‘■The picture of Jesus as we have it given by the synoptic 
gospels is a vague outline and is a typical and ideal Jewish 
character. He observed the law; he taught the morality of 
Hillel— love thy neighbor as thyself— he constantly occupied 
himself with matters of eternity; he felt himself in spiritual 
communion with God; he despised that which was mortal in 
his being and all the accidental things of this life on earth. 
All these are characteristic peculiarities of the best Jews of 
the time of the Roman supremacy, especially of the Essenes. 
And as to his origin and ethical physiognomy, there, too, the 
language of Jesus was throughout Jewish. For all of his 
parables, parallels can be found in greater or less abundance

in the Talmud. His prayer, the most beautiful that a believer 
ever formulated, is the quintessence of Jewish ideas concern­
ing the relations between man and his Creator. The Sermon 
on the Mount is the substance of rabbinical ethics; its figures 
and comparisons are common among the rabbis.

“Jesus is soul of our soul, as he is flesh of our flesh, and 
who, then, could think of excluding him from the people of 
Israel? St. Peter will continue to be the only Jew who will 
say of this descendant of David: I know not the man! If
the Jews have not to the present time paid that tribute of 
public honor to the exalted moral beauty of the character 
of Jesus, the ground for this is to be sought in the fact that 
those who tormented them did so in his name. The Jews 
concluded what the Master was from the doings of the dis­
ciples. This was a wrong, but it was pardonable on the part

[2630]



M ay 15, 1900 Z I O N ’ S W A T C H  T O W E R (147-148'

of those who were eternally the objects of the never-ending 
hatred of so-called Christians. But every time that a Jew 
went back to the original sources concerning Jesus and learned 
to study Christ without regard to his followers, he was com­
pelled to exclaim in amazement: Without accepting his
Messianic claims, this man is of us! He honors our race and 
we claim him as our own, as we also claim the synoptic gos­
pels as examples of genuine Jewish literature.

“And the revision of this trial? This had been done long 
since. The most learned specialists in the department of 
Jewish legal procedure have proved beyond the shadow of a 
doubt that the trial of Jesus, as tradition reports it, could 
never have taken place before a Jewish court of law. If 
Jesus was condemned to death, it was done by the Roman 
judge, and no Jew, faithful to his law, had the least thing 
to do with it.

“Jesus would never have been condemned to death on the 
cross before a Jewish court, as this method of punishing 
criminals was not allowed by the Jewish law; and it never 
could have taken place on a Friday, the evening before the 
Passover, as the law stringently forbade any execution on that 
day. If the Jews had condemned Jesus after the manner re­
ported by tradition, then they would have committed a series 
of crimes, each of which would have been severely punished 
by the Jewish law. It is accordingly certain that the whole 
story of the trial of Jesus can be nothing but an act of 
vengeance intended to punish the Jews for not having recog­
nized the divine mission of Christ.”

This is interesting as showing the change that has come 
over the people who cried, “His blood be upon us and upon our 
children!” The Doctor’s expression is falling into line with 
the Prophet’s declaration of what must soon be the attitude 
of the Jews as a people, viz., “They shall look on him whom 
they have pierced, and shall mourn for him as one mourneth 
for an exceptional son.”

Undoubtedly the best reading matter for the Jew is the 
New Testament, whose simple Gospel narrative and whose 
masterful Pauline arguments refer him freely to the Old 
Testament and show prophecy and fulfilment, type and anti­
type. However, w-e are not to expect Israel’s blindness to 
fully depart before the divinely appointed tim e;—when the 
elect Gospel church shall have been completed and glorified. 
Nor are we then to expect their blessing and enlightenment 
except through the great trouble in which they will share 
v ith all others, and out of which they shall be saved and 
blest by the glorified spiritual Israel.— Rom. 11-25-27, 31.

METHODISM MORE DEMOCRATIC
The basis of the Methodist Episcopal church is hierarchi­

cal. exclusive, all power and authority being vested in the 
hands of the “clergy.” But for some years public sentiment 
has been growing in favor of a more democratic arrangement, 
culminating in a demand that the “laity” be granted equal 
representation and voice with the ministers and bishops in 
the regulation of the M. E. church’s affairs.

The ministers were loth to part with any measure of their 
“authority” and power, but finding the “laity” persistent 
they have with as good grace as possible finally yielded the 
point, as the following dispatch from the General Conference 
at Chicago shows: —

“ Chicago , May 2.— The pulpit and the pew will hereafter 
share equally in the highest governmental body of the Metho­
dist Episcopal church. Without a dissenting vote the Gen­
eral Conference, which opened at the Auditorium to-day, 
ratified the action of the annual conferences in extending 
equal representation to the laity. The 157 provisional dele­
gates were admitted without a contest.

“The step taken makes the Methodist church a democratic 
body, and the rule of the preacher passes with the century. 
As the roll was made up to-day there are 356 preachers and 
236 laymen on the regular list. At least 50 reserve laymen 
will close some of the breaches in the delegation.”

Radical as this step is, it  has little meaning and will 
have little effect in the affairs of Methodism, and it is because 
the preachers realize this that they yield the point without 
special contest. They well know that the name and form of 
liberty and power are all that their “laity” care for or know 
how to appreciate. So long as the preachers can keep “their 
people” in ignorance on the subject of hell, etc., they can
manipulate them just as well in conference as elsewhere.

*  *  *

A memorial has been drafted for presentation to this Gen­
eral M. E. Conference requesting that the strictures of the 
Methodist discipline against dancing, theatre-going, etc., be 
expunged.

The Methodist “tares” know that they have just as much 
right to such things as the Presbyterian “tares” and the 
Baptist “tares;” and though they have been enjoying the 
interdicted amusements for years and intend to continue so 
to do whether the conference cancels the prohibition or not, 
yet somehow they would feel just a little more free if the 
words were not there. Not that their consciences are very 
tender on the subject, but that it gives some of the “wheat” 
class an opportunity to upbraid them and seems a curtail­
ment of their “tare” privileges and pleasures.

And why should not the General Conference grant the 
request and expunge the article so obnoxious to the “tare” 
element? The Methodist “wheat” need no such restrictions 
even as the Presbyterian and Baptist and other “wheat” need 
them not. After all, the “tares” are not “the children of the 
kingdom” and why should such restrictions give some of 
them more of a deceptive appearance of being “wheat?” Let 
them do what they will— the wider the difference between 
“wheat” and “tares” the better, and the more speedy the 
separation, now that the harvest time of separation has come.
PRESBYTERIANISM STANDS “ BEFORE GOD AND MAN WITH  

A LIE IN ITS RIGHT HAND”
Says One of its Ordained Ministers

“Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee,” saith the 
Lord. And they gnawed their tongues [chewed their words] 
in pain, but continued to blaspheme [slander, misrepresent] 
the God of heaven.

The commotion amongst Presbyterians continues— some 
standing firm for their church creed, others repudiating it and 
begging to be released from it, but not noble-minded enough 
to step out into liberty in Christ (as they might so readily 
do) because of the cost of that liberty in name, salary, etc. 
Many thus indirectly confess that they despise the chain 
wherewith they are bound, and have despised it for years, 
and have realized it to be a lie and a blasphemy against God, 
and after confessing to this acting and confessing a lie for 
years they beg to be released without cost or loss either of 
human or divine favor, and especially without loss of bread 
and butter.

Note the expression of Rev. Samuel T. Carter in a Pres­
byterian journal— The Evangelist. He says:—

“It must be admitted that if a church is honest, that 
which stands in its Confession is its faith. It must be ac­
knowledged that what is contained in its Confession is the 
faith of any honest church. The Westminister Confession of 
Faith is still the unquestioned Confession of the Presbyterian 
church. Is the Presbyterian church honest in its zeal for 
purity first and peace afterward ?

“Be it known, then, to all the world that the Presbyterian 
church by its Confession declares that all the heathen perish, 
that many men are hopelessly lost from all eternity by the 
decree of God, and that there aTe infants in hell. . . .  In 
reality the church does not believe these dreadful doctrines. 
Then it stands before God and man with a lie in its right 
hand.”

The Independent, a high-class religious journal of West­
minster proclivities, makes some very sensible remarks on the 
situation as follows:—

“The time for removal of error is always; and now revision 
of some sort begins to be exigent. The Presbyterian church 
is suffering for it. The arguments for it are those of truth  
and charity; the argument against it is that it will delay 
union with the Southern Presbyterian church, which is not 
yet ready for revision. But we doubt very much if revision 
is the best course to be pursued. Let the old Confession 
remain as a historical document. It expressed the views of 
the Westminster Assembly. I t  answered its purpose then. 
I t  was a noble but faulty document. I t  gave forth all the 
light its makers had. Put it where it belongs, as an expres­
sion, not of what we must believe, but of what its makers 
believed. They did grandly express their own faith, but 
they had no right to enslave our faith, any more than God 
has a right to enslave our will. There is no nobler intel­
lectual work that a man can do than to formulate what 
he believes about God. Theology is the noblest of the sciences 
— a man of intelligence ought never to tire of making creeds 
for himself. He ought to revise his creed every year. A man’s 
conduct, and so his religion, depends on what he believes 
about the relation between God and man. More evidence, 
more discovery, more study, more enlightenment from the 
Holy Spirit, will change his belief, his creed, and so affect his 
religious duty. We would leave the formulation of a creed 
to each man’s own conscientious study.”

We are surprised and gratified to have so able a journal 
as The Indeptendent come forward thus boldly in advocacy of a
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view we have been seeking to promulgate for years; namely, 
that each individual Christian should have his oion creed, his 
own faith or belief respecting the things which God has re­
vealed to his people by his spirit through his Word ;—and 
that each Christian should keep adding to his knowledge and 
his faith daily from the inspired record, the Bible, using all 
the helps obtainable to this end. This is the thought of the 
Apostle when he speaks of growth in grace and knowledge 
and approach to the stature of manhood in Christ. He sug­
gests that the beginner in the Christian way is but a “babe” 
who needs “the sincere milk of the Word that he may grow 
thereby,” and that when further advanced he will need the 
“strong meat” of truth which is for the more matured.

With such an arrangement there is no room for the meth­
ods in vogue among Christians of all denominations which just 
now is causing Presbyterianism so much trouble—namely, 
the fixing by the Doctors of Divinity of each denomination of 
a, creed (claimed to contain all the “milk” as well as all the 
“strong meat” of God’s Word) which each “babe” as it is 
received is required to swallow, and which it is instructed 
will supply all the spiritual nutriment proper for it to re­
ceive to the end of life. Such doses or pills are administered 
by every sect— some sugar-coated to conceal the real contents 
from the “babe,” and some like the Presbyterian creed, plain, 
honest and terribly bitter.

A gentlemen in Allegheny related to us his conversation 
with a Presbyterian pastor before his withdrawal from that 
chinch. The gentleman said. “Pastor, I find many things 
in our Confession of Faith which upon now more mature con­
sideration T cannot endorse nor continue to be identified with, 
unless you can help me to reason them out.” The pastor re­
plied, “My dear brother, you are getting at this matter from 
1he wrong standpoint; our Confession must be swallowed 
whole or not at all. It is like a Brandreth pill; if you at­
tempt to chew it [reason it outl you can never swallow it.”

How strange that the simple and rational way of feeding 
“milk” and then “meat,” which affords both pleasure and 
nourishment, should have been discarded for the wickedly 
injurious practice of imposing upon the “babes” doctrinal 
pills which not only afford no nourishment but which hinder 
all growth, and as a result has filled Churchianity with 
“babes” who as respects spiritual things have never had their 
senses exercised to discern the true from the false and are 
utterly unable to follow the Apostle’s counsel to “rightly di­
vide the word of truth” and to “try the spirits” (doctrines) 
whether they be of God or are human fabrications.

A SIMPLE CONFESSION NECESSABY
However, a simple public confession is necessary to demon­

strate who are “babes” in Christ—to distinguish such from 
“children of this world.” But this confession should be very 
simple— so that the merest “babe” in Christ could compre­
hend and fully endorse it as his own. (1) It should declare 
faith in Christ as a personal Saviour; that he was sent of the 
Father and gave his life a ransom for all mankind. (2) A 
personal acceptance of him as a personal Saviour and a de­
termination to forsake sin. (3) A full consecration to be a 
follower of Jesus in every respect and to lay down life itself 
in his service. Whoever could not confess these should, not 
be esteemed a “babe” in Christ at all—nor be fed as such, 
nor expected to grow up into Christ in all things.

May we expect the church nominal to follow this program 
— or that the voice of the Independent will be more potent 
than our own in bringing to pass such conditions? By no 
means. Churchianity contains too many “tares” and not 
enough “wheat” for such suggestions to be impressive. She 
will soon go down in the great time of trouble; and not until 
the kingdom has been set up need we expect a better general 
arrangement. Then it will apply not to the elect church, 
which will then be completed and glorified, but to the restitu­
tion class, then being developed.— Acts 3:19-21.

THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE
This woik is now nobly started and just in time, we trust, 

to see it well accomplished before July, when so many church 
attendants are apt to absent themselves for the summer. The 
brethren and sisters engaging in this service seems to be profit­
ing by it spiritually themselves and it is difficult to conceive 
of any other form of preaching present truth that could be 
more effective. The fact that this matter is handed out by 
Christian gentlemen and ladies adds to the weight and force

of the matter circulated. The results cannot be even ap­
proximated this side the vail.

Order more “ammunition” as you find you will need it 
We have a good supply now. But be careful, please, not to 
order more than you will faithfully and promptly use— for it 
is expensive. Letters on this subject should have the word 
“Volunteer” at the head, and “Order No. 2” or “Order No 
3” as the case may be. Initial orders should invariably be 
made out along the line mentioned in March 1st Tower.

CONGRATULATIONS TO BRITISH FRIENDS
We have pleasure in announcing to the friends in England, 

Ireland, Scotland and Wales that our London branch office is 
open at the address given above. It is or will shortly be well 
stocked with D a w n s , booklets, tracts and W atch  T o w e r s . 
This will greatly convenience you all, we are sure, not only 
saving time but also postage, and permitting you to use 
domeslic instead of foreign Money Orders.

Volunteer oideis will he filled from there also and we hope

to hear of many fresh enlistments in this branch of the service 
Any who feel disposed to enter the Colporteur work in 

Great Britain are invited to write there for full instructions 
how to work, where to work, terms, etc., etc.

Friends there desirous of visits from “Pilgrims” to hold 
public and parlor meetings in Great Britain are also invited 
to write. Address all such letters to

W atch T ower  B i b l e  and T ract  S o c ie t y ,
131 Gipsy Lane, Forest Gate, London E., England.

PROGRESS OF THE TRUTH IN CHINA
Our dear Brother "Randle, formerly a Baptist missionary 

in China, has been with us at Allegheny for about a month, 
■ml \v have leirmd to love him dearly as one of the Lord’s 
‘bidturn.” lie lias written for the T ower  a little sketch 

of his i crent experiences in receiving the truth and of his 
■ffoits to let it shine forth in turn to others. \A e know it 
will Ik appieeiatcd. The biotlier’s depth of interest is well 
attested by his long journey of lfi.000 miles to Allegheny. 
Hi pi opuses spending the lemainder of his earthly life in 
.'>undmg the .jubilee Ti limpet— the Gospel of the kingdom, 
fie will pinbably select Great Britain, his former home, as 
iis future field for harvest work— preaching, and colporteur- 
rg the ll\wxs.

Itefoie leaving thi“ country he has consented to do some 
“Pilgi mi” woik. lie is now visiting a number of little 
gnthciings in Ohio and western Pennsylvania, and later on will 
meet with the churches at Washington, Baltimore, Richmond, 
Philadelphia, New York City, etc., including some on the 
Hudson River. We confidently assure him a most hearty wel­
come from all W atch T ow er  readers he may be permitted to 
meet. His article follows: —

PEE  SENT TEUTH IN THE FAB EAST
There has been in China for years one solitary witness 

for the present truth, Miss Downing, of Chefoo. This lady 
was formerly a missionary of the Presbyterian Board and she 
chanced to meet with a stray W atch  T o w er , about the year 
1883. in which she read an article on restitution, and at once 
decided to subscribe for the paper. She was the means of 
leading Mr. Fuller (whose letter is published at the end of 
V ol. III.) to stndv the D a w n s  which proved so great a bles­
sing to him. He died in 1894.

Amongst the missionaries of Shantung I am afraid Sister 
Downing was considered a queer old lady having some odd 
notions. She prevailed on me, however, to subscribe in 1892 
for the W atch T ower  and to get the Diaglott. The latter I  
much wanted I read a little here and there in the T o w e r , 
but too rashlv concluded that it was the organ of some kind 
of univeisalism, which I did not want to corrupt my ortho­
doxy, so threw them aside.

I was too much afraid of the word “Universalism.” Now 
I know that some things are universal. God’s sunshine is 
universal; it shines from pole to pole, upon both the just and
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the unjust. So is his love. (John 3 :16) Light and truth 
are yet to be universal (John 1 :9 ; Isaiah 1 1 :9 ), and so is 
the testimony of the ransom. (1 Tim. 2 :6 :  John 12:32) Be­
cause of my prejudice then I continued four years longer in 
darkness.

Toward the end of that time I saw M i l l e n n i a l  D aw n  
advertised in the London Times, and having been interested for 
years in the Lord’s return, I had a growing desire to read 
that book. In the summer of 1896 Miss Downing lent me V o l .
1., but a day or two later I received another copy from Eng­
land, sent to me (without my request) by my dear mother. 
I returned Miss Downing her copy, and starting for my mis­
sion station, four days journey from Chefoo, I first read the 
P lan  of  t h e  A ges  in a mule-litter. It wonderfully opened 
my eyes, and I became more and more astonished at the 
beautiful Bible exegesis it revealed. Later on I received 
V ols  II. and III., and continued to read with admiration. 
In November of the same year I wrote my first letter to 
Allegheny, asking for the T o w e r , and more information of any 
kind along the same lines. After reading the three volumes 
myself, I read them again with my wife, and afterwards with 
my children, and God has been graciously pleased to lead 
both my wife and my eldest daughter into a joyous reception 
of the present truth.

In 1897 I began to speak with my missionary colleagues 
about the character of the Judgment Day, for I was rejoicing 
in the strong consolation it gave me to see that God’s pur­
poses regarding the heathen— to give them a gracious and full 
opportunity to enter into life— were infinitely more grand and 
beneficent than I had ever dreamed.

'Alien the question of the Tiinity loomed up it gave me 
a temporary shock, but I soon saw that I should neither 
honor the Father nor the Son by making the Lord Jesus 
more thin the Bible clearly teaches, when examined without 
prejudice- and I recognized not only that all men should 
‘ honor the Son even as the}' honor the Father,” but also that 
it was the supieme will of the Father to have it so.

In 1898, being persuaded that this testimony is from God, 
and is in conflict with nominal Christianity, I did not con­
sider it necessary to confer with flesh end blood, but resigned 
my connection with both the Baptist church, and the Mission 
Board with which I was connected. Being now free from the 
creeds and traditions of men my first desire was to tell to 
others the truth that had given me such comfort and joy.

I was able to hold about a dozen meetings among mis- 
sionaiies in several stations, but my principal effort 1 0  teach 
the missionaries of the far East had to be done by corre­
spondence, for they are scattered over thousands of miles of 
country, in some 500 different stations. For this purpose I 
had a circular letter printed (a copy of which appeared in the 
T o w e r , .Tune 15, 1899, page 157). To each of these letters 
we added something further in writing, and enclosing one or 
more tracts, sent them all out by letter post, which we con- 
sideied to be much more likely to command a leading than 
if the whole thing had been printed and sent out as printed 
matter. In all ive despatched the following:-—-1847 to mis- 
sionaiies in China; 385 to missionaries in Japan; 72 to mis- 
sionaiies in Corea; 20 to missionaries in Siam, etc.; making 
a total of 2324. The number of tracts sent out was about
5.000.

The vast majority ignored our appeal. This we fully ex­
pected, for we know that many are much too full of work 
for the Lord to hear him speaking to them. Still many replies 
were received, varying much in tone and spirit. No less than 
four accused me of blasphemy. One Doctor of Divinity 
thought I had lost my head; one predicted that I had begun 
to drift toward infidelity. Some deplored my departure from 
the faith, while yet others, more kindly in intention, begged 
me to return to the simplicity of the Gospel; but none of 
them knew the pearl of great price I had found.

One wrote to me thus:— “I am very grieved that you 
should have been so led away by the xvicked one, and would 
solemnly urge you not to become one of Satan’s agents, and a 
‘seducing spirit.’ . . . We are living in perilous times,
and I would warn you to beware of him who not only goeth 
about as a roaring lion, but also as an angel of light.” An­
other wrote:— “It is just as Paul told Timothy, evil men 
will wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. I 
am so sorry to think that you, Dr. Randle, are one who is 
being deceived by these evil men.” These are both personal 
and esteemed friends, from whom, as from many more, I am 
now counted alienated. May the Lord deal very graciously 
with them.

Others wrote thankfully, and showed their readiness foi 
the harvest message. A well-educated Chinese woman wrote 
— “I have been reading the tracts you so kindly left me. first 
with interest, then with delight, and I feel so much happier 
than I have been for a long time; the more 1 read the more 
I want to read and the more light I get, but there is still 
much I want to know. I would like to have M il l e n n ia l  
D aw n  and the pamphlet on Hell. If you tell me how to send 
the money I will be ever so much obliged.”

In all we sold 90 D a w n s  and 38 pamphlets on Hell, Tab­
ernacle Rhadoirs, etc. One missionary, a young man who 
bought the four volumes, and has learned to appreciate and 
love the precious truths therein expounded, eame out from 
Brethrenism, and is now standing alone in North China, bear­
ing his testimony for the present truth. Four other mission­
aries are reading and studying the D a w n s  with joy and profit, 
but have not yet come out of Babylon, which is to them no 
easy thing. I was also able to leave 25 volumes in Shanghai 
for further sale, and will be able to send more out if required, 
so that I trust the harvest work in the far East may continue 
to develop, until all shall have received at least some testi­
mony to the light of present truth.

How true it is that the vast majority of the household ot 
faith have no ear to hear the harvest message! As it was 
in Christ’s first presence, so it is now. Immersed in their 
own work, many are preaching in his name, and doing won­
derful works for him (Matt. 7 :2 2 ) , and yet they are as blind 
and deaf as the Pharisees of old, neither knowing nor doing 
the will of their Father in heaven. It is a strait gate indeed, 
and a narrow way, and verily few are finding the life they 
lend to. May we never cease to humbly and diligently inquire 
what is the Father’s will concerning us, and abiding in Christ, 
that we may receive his spirit, may we be enabled not only 
to do that will, but also to see the loving-kindness that is 
in it!

H orace A. R andle .

PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM
M a t t . 13:24-33.— M a y  27.

“The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the Kingdom.”
Parables of the kingdom are really word-pictures of the 

kingdom. No one of these parables represents the complete 
vien of the subject, but merely one phase of it. The attentive 
Bible student will notice that the theme of the Gospel from 
first to last is the kingdom. The message first given to Father 
Abraham was that his posterity would blpss the world—  
that is to say, be a kingdom exercising control over the world, 
ami for its benefit and uplifting. This hope was before the 
Jewish mind for over sixteen hundred years, their expectation 
being that they would be exalted by God to that kingdom 
position and bless all the families of the earth, reconciling 
them to God. Our Lord’s proclamation and that of his apos­
tles, at the first advent was, “The kingdom of God is at hand” 
— God is now ready to establish his kingdom if the people are 
ready to receive it. “ But his own received him not,” and the 
kingdom was taken from them as a nation, to be given to the 
holy nation, the peculiar people, the royal priesthood, whom 
the Lord would select,— choosing first from fleshly Israel so

many as were ready, and the remainder from amongst the 
Gentiles during this Gospel age

Naturally enough, the Jews did not grasp the situation, 
but. were looking for our Lord to establish a fleshly kingdom 
in their midst; and it was to counteract this ei ronpous 
thought that Jesus uttered these parables of the kingdom— 
about nine of them— three being embraced in this lesson. The 
series began with the parable of the sower, examined in our 
last issue, which showed that there was but one true seed or 
message of the kingdom, and that the fruitfulness of that seed 
would depend upon the character of heart into which it would 
fall. Next we have in order the parable of

THE WHEAT AND THE TABES
Here the good seed or the message of the kingdom which 

our Lord planted is represented as springing up in believers, 
and constituting them children or heirs of the kingdom. It 
is very proper here to note that there is no other method at
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present of becoming a child of God, an heir of the kingdom, 
except through the acceptance of the kingdom message, with 
all that it implies of consecration to the Lord, even unto 
death— “if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also 
gloiified together’ in his kingdom.— Rom. 8:17.

The object of these parables, then, was not to depict to 
our minds what the kingdom would be like after it has been 
established in the world, but rather to picture before our 
minds something respecting the processes of development by 
which the kingdom-class would be selected from amongst 
mankind and made ready for the kingdom which is to be set 
up at the second coming of Christ in power and great glory, 
— when he shall establish that Millennial kingdom for the veiy 
purpose of granting a judgment or tiial to all the families 
of the earth— pcradventuie under the faioiable opportunities 
of knowledge, etc , then granted unto them, many may choose 
life tbiough obedience to God and attain it.

As in the preceding parable the Lord Jesus, himself was 
the sower of the good seed, so in this parable • It ivas Jesus 
who was sowing the seeds of truth, the promises, etc., which, 
springing up in the hearts of his disciples, transformed them 
to newness of life, making of them new creatures, and operat­
ing through them as his mouthpieces c.iriied similar blessings 
wherever the message, the Gospel of the kingdom, has gone.

“While men slept’’ the enemy of the sower of the good 
seed, viz., Satan, came and sowed tares amongst the wheat. 
The Lord himself not only made possible the kingdom by 
1  edeeming mankind, but announced his willingness to receive 
some as joint-heirs of it, and then departed for the far coun­
try. even heaven itself, not to return until the time for his 
kingdom to be established in glory and power. (Mark 13:34) 
His chosen apostles faithfully guarded the field so long as 
they lived, but when they fell asleep in death, as the Lord lias 
foieseen and here predicted, the adversary found good op­
portunity to bring in false doctrines, to sow error, and through 
the error to produce amongst the wheat a crop of tares— 
darnel. Tares have the peculiarity that while growing they 
terv decidedly resemble wheat, so that it is almost impossible 
to tell them apait until a ceitain degree of maturity is 
leached: then the dill'ctenee is dearly discernible to all of 
experience.

We see the fulfilment of this feature of the parable in 
Christendom to-day; the wheat was sown broadcast over a 
eei tain part of the field, the world of mankind, especially 
throughout Europe and America, and the tare-seed, the error 
and false dodiine. seems to have been sown still more liber­
ally; and looking back we date that sowing as commencing 
as soon as the apo-tles were “fallen asleep.’’ In consequence 
we find to-day Christians, true Christians, genuine Christians, 
begotten of the Word of God’s pi onuses, and fully in accord 
with it, and seeking to bring foith good fruit in their lives; 
and we also see an almost innumerable tare-class of imitation 
Christians, begotten not of the truth nor of the word of the 
kingdom, uttcilv lgnoinnt of it indeed; begotten of excitement, 
begotten of fear of hell, begotten of hopes of worldly ad­
vantage by joining a nominal church, begotten of pride and 
a desire to be in good society, begotten of social and financial 
ambition, etc.

It is otlcu \ci\ dillicult to discern clearly between these 
wheat and talc classes; nor has it been necessary so to do 
down tbiough the eighteen centuries of this age, for the 
Mnsiei deed.ned that they weie to be permitted to grow to­
gether until the hai vest-time, when the lipening of both under 
the dealer light of the liarwe-t-time would manifest each class 
thoroughly and distinctly, and then a separation would take 
nkiie under his .supervision.

To our understanding we ate now in the “harvest” or end 
of this age, and the light of present truth, as it shines for 
the land's people walking in the path of the just, which 
Junes more and nioie unto the perfect day, as well as the 
light of present truth as it is shining upon the world and its 
soda’ and financial and scientific questions, is tending to 
ripen both the wheat and the tines. The tare class no longer 
seeks to hide itself, but rather seems to claim that it is the 
genuine article, the scientific class, evolutionists, liigher- 
litics. and in general the worldly-wise. The wheat class is 

also becoming tnoie and more discernible, as it ripens in the 
faith aral hope and joy begotten of the Gospel of the kingdom. 
The ‘-operating work mentioned in the parable is not only at 
hand, but in progress; a cleavage and separation between 
nominal Christians (tares) and true Christians (wheat), as 
iieai ly every one who is awake discerns: and this separation 
wiM be more and more discernible year by year as the harvest 
work progresses, until its close.

To have attempted to root out all the tares, and to have 
thus cleansed the wheatfield, a t any time in the past, would 
have meant, as the parable shows, a complete shaking through­
out the entire field, a commotion which would not have ser/ed 
the best interests of the wheat; hence the Lord has permitted 
for all these centuries that the two classes should live srde 
by side and co-operate in church work, and unitedly profess 
to be his people, intending the separation to be manifest in the 
end of the age. And surely when the separation does occur 
it will cause a wonderful commotion in nominal Zion—  
“Babylon.”

The reapers are first to gather the tares and bind them 
in bundles to burn them. They do not burn them at once, but 
proceed to gather the wheat into the garner; and not until 
after the wheat is garnered does the fire consume the tares. 
We are to remember that this is a parable, and that the fire 
is as much a symbol as the tares, the wheat and the garner; 
hence we are not to expect a literal burning of the masses of 
Christendom in a literal fire, after the little flock, the faith­
ful W’heat class, the children of the kingdom, have been 
gathered into the barn, the garner, the heavenly condition.

The fne which will then come upon the wheatfield, from 
which the wheat has been gathered, and in w’liich the tares 
are bundled, will be what the Scriptures elsewhere denominate 
“a time of trouble such as was not since there was a nation” 
— social trouble, financial trouble, religious trouble, accom­
panied by famine and pestilence, and the end of it will be the 
disruption of all law7, order and religion and the prevalence 
of anarchy. In that trouble all the tares will be destroyed, 
in the sense that none of them thereafter will claim to be 
w’hat they are not— none of them will claim to be God’s con­
secrated people. The various inducements by wfiiich they were 
brought to claim themselves to be Christ’s followers, when 
they were not, will then be at an end. No longer will such a 
claim gain for them social or financial or other standing or 
advantage, and no longer will they make the false claim.

Explaining the pamble privately to his disciples, our Lord 
showTed them that the gathering of the wheat into the garner 
meant the completion of the work of this Gospel age— the 
completion of the kingdom class that shall bless the woild, 
and he says, “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father.” Thus the Sun of Right­
eousness that is to arise in the Millennial morning, and which 
is to bless the wdiole world with the light of the knowledge 
of the goodness of God in Christ, is to be composed, not only 
of our Lord Jesus himself, the great light, but also of those 
chosen to he his joint-heirs in the kingdom, his associates 
in the shining forth of the light of truth.

This was a totally different conception of the kingdom 
from what had come to the minds of the Jewish people; and 
altlio an explanation of the parable was given to the apostles 
and they answered that tlift understood it. we may well doubt 
if tliev giasped the MibjoG comprehensively until after the 
day of Pentecost, when, a- o'.'i Loid promised, the holy spirit 
brought them enlightenment of understanding.

THE PARABLE Or THE MUSTARD SEED
The third parable-picture of tile kingdom in its present 

einbi  \ ot i c  condition of  det elouniei i t  j s  intended to show that 
fiom a eery small beginning the nominal church of this Gos­
pel age would attain to quite considerable proportions. Its 
stall is likened to th" small mustaid-seul, which attains to the 
largest si/e of its class of heibs. Yet this large development 
docs not necessarily signify advantage or anything specially 
desirable, but on the contrary it becomes a disadvantage, in 
that the fowls of the air come and lodge in its branches, and 
defile- it The “fowls of the air” in the preceding parable of 
the sower represented Satan and his agents, and we are, we 
think, justified in making a similar application here, and 
interpreting this to mean that the church planted by the 
Lord Jesus flourished rapidly and exceedingly, and that be­
cause of its attainments, strength, etc., Satan through his 
agents, came and lodged in the various branches of the church. 
They have been lodging in the branches of this Gospel church 
for these many centuries, and are still to be found in her. 
a defiling element. They come in, not for the benefit of the 
mustard-seed tree or shrub but for their own convenience 
and benefit. It is in harmony w'ith this that in the present 
time the Lord speaks of Vwbvlon, nominal Christendom, as 
“the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird.’’— Rev. 18:2.

This contamination of the original good planting, by the 
adversary and bis agents, is as prominent in this parable 
as in the parable of tie* tares, merely showing it from a 
different «fnpdpnint
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THE FABABLE OF THE LEAVEN
Here again we have a word-picture of the Lord’s church 

during this Gospel age of her development and preparation 
for the kingdom glory to follow.

In this parable we have brought to our attention the 
Lord’s provision for the necessities of his people during this 
Gospel age— he did not leave them without a proper supply 
of food. The three measures of meal, equivalent to one 
ephah, constituted a good, liberal household supply. Like 
all of the Lord’s provisions, it was good and pure, but as in 
the other parables the adversary introduced impurity, falsity, 
etc., so in this one leaven is introduced into the meal. Leaven 
represents corruption throughout the Scriptures: in every 
other instance of its Scriptural use it is represented as an evil, 
an impurity, something that is defiling. For instance, the Isi ael- 
ites were to put away all leaven, all impurity, at the time of the 
Passover, that they might come the nearer to the Lord in holi­
ness. etc. Again, our Lord Jesus refers to leaven as a corruption, 
bidding his disciples “Beware of the leaven of the scribes 
and Pharisees”— beware of the false doctrines, the corrupt 
influence, proceeding from the scribes and Pharisees. Again, 
the Apostle Paul represents the leaven as an evil thing, say­
ing, “Purge out the old leaven.”— Exod. 1 3 :7 ; Luke 12 :1 ; 
1 Cor. 5:7 .

It would not seem reasonable that our Lord should use the 
word leaven here as Christian people generally suppose, in a 
good sense, as implying some grace of the holy spirit. On 
the contrary, we recognize consistency in all of his teachings, 
and we may be as sure that he would not use leaven as a

symbol of righteousness as that he would not use leprosy as 
a symbol of holiness.

How then shall we apply this parable? We answer, that 
the grace of God given to his people in the beginning of this 
age, (1) the faith once delivered to the saints, (2) the hope 
set before us in the Gospel, (3) love, the bond of perfectness, 
summed up the three measures of the Lord’s provision for 
his people,—in partaking of which they were to become 
strong in the Lord and in the power of his might. But 
gradually a woman arose, a false woman, represented in 
Revelation as a harlot, and as “that woman Jezebel.” This 
Roman Catholic system obtained great power over the three 
measures of meal provided for God’s household, and pro­
ceeded to mix therewith the leaven of her own impurity. The 
result was that all the family food, all the holy doctrines 
were contaminated with her false doctrines— nothing was 
left pure and clean, as handed to us originally by the apostles. 
The faith once delivered to the saints was distorted out of 
all semblance to its original simplicity; the hope set before 
us in the Gospel was changed to another hope entirely, unlike 
the original; the spirit of the Lord, love, was perverted to a 
selfish love of creeds of men and human institutions. Alas! 
no winder all Christendom is spiritually sick, because of 
this adulteration in its food supply.

From this standpoint we readily see the force and mean­
ing of the Master’s declaration, that at his return he would 
gird himself, and come forth and serve his people, and that 
he would send forth at the hands of his servants things both 
new and old from the storehouse of his grace, "meat in due 
season.”

THE HARVEST PLENTEOUS—THE LABORERS FEW
M a t t . 9:35-10:8 .— J u n e  3.

“It is not ye that speak, hut the spirit of your
It is a great tribute to the spirit of liberty which pre­

vailed amongst the Jews, that our Lord could and did preach 
the Gospel of the kingdom from city to city in their syna­
gogues without molestation. In contrast, we may feel sure 
that were he to attempt to teach in any of the churches of 
to-day, of any denomination, he would be refused the privilege 
-—no matter how faithfully he should adhere to the Scriptural 
deelaiation, and the more explicit his teachings the more 
unsatisfactory would they be to those now in charge, who 
have a theory of their own respecting the kingdom, which will 
not stand investigation, and whose weakness they would 
not wish to have exposed. And this loss of liberty amongst 
Christians, as compared with the Jews, in religious matters, 
is to their injury— making it that much the more difficult 
for them to hear the joyful sound of the present harvest mes­
sage.

Xothwithstanding all the healing of disease which our 
Lord accomplished, there were still multitudes of sick who 
flocked from various directions to him, in hope of relief, and 
when we read that he was moved with compassion for the 
distressed sheep of Israel, it gives us a deeper appreciation 
of his kindness, his love, his mercy, and we do not feel that 
it was strange that he who had left the glory of the Father 
and the holy angels, and had humbled himself to man’s
estate, should now feel compassion for the weak and sinful, 
the degraded, depraved and pained. Rather, we say, It was 
just like him! Without such a spirit of compassion how 
would he have become our Redeemer, how would he have left 
the heavenly glory on our behalf! And when we think of him 
as being still the same it gives us fresh confidence, that not­
withstanding our weaknesses and imperfections, and the im­
perfections and weaknesses of the whole world, “the groan­
ing creation,” this same Jesus has compassion, not only
upon his people, but in a large sense in due time will have 
compassion upon all the families of the earth, and grant 
to all a full opportunity of recovery from the blights of sin, 
mental, moral and physical. Surely he only waits for the
due time—the time appointed of the Father; then with his
faithful, his kingdom-class, as the Seed of Abraham, he shall 
indeed, in times of restitution, bless all the families of the 
earth with a full opportunity of reconciliation to God, and 
thus of the attainment of life eternal.

At the time of our lesson his work had not yet taken 
this broad sweep; nor has it yet, altho it has advanced be­
yond the confines of that time. Then his message of recon­
ciliation and his help were extended only to the lost sheep 
of the household of natural Israel—not to the Samaritans 
nor to the Gentiles. Since then the blessing of reconciliation

Father that speakcth in you.”—Matt. 10:20.
has been extended so that whosoever has an ear to hear, 
amongst the Gentiles or amongst the Samaritans, has the 
privilege of reconciliation during this Gospel age; but the 
great time of opening deaf ears and causing all to know the 
Lord, from the least to the greatest, will be in the Millennial 
age to follow this one.

Compassion, however, will be an element of the Lord's 
character so long as there are any who need help, and desire 
i t ; and this will be until the close of the Millennial age 
when all willing to receive the help will have received it, 
and the only ones not blessed thereby will be those who shall 
have deliberately rejected his help. Then, and not until then, 
will his compassion cease to be exercised, for then there will 
be no need of compassion, that which is perfect having come 
through the grace of God in Christ.

Our Lord’s compassion for the multitude suggested the 
sending forth of representatives, clothed with the power to 
heal the sick, etc., and in order to bring his disciples into 
line with his thought he told them that the harvest was 
plenteous, but the laborers were few, and that they should 
offer prayer on this subject. The substance of their prayer 
would necessarily be,—Lord of the harvest, send forth me 
as a reaper in the harvest. Jesus himself was the Lord of 
the harvest; the whole matter was in his hands, and evident­
ly the twelve apostles quickly caught his thought and spirit 
respecting the increase of the harvest work, and in conse­
quence he sent them forth two and two; yet he restricted 
their going, even as he had restricted his own ministry, to 
fleshly Israel, because all of God’s covenants and piomises 
were still confined to that nation, and would not be open to 
others until a due time which the Father had fixed, and 
specified through the Prophet Daniel— viz., the end of Israel’s 
seventy weeks of favor—three and a half years beyond our 
Lord’s crucifixion.

“And he gave them power [authority] over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of disease and sick­
ness.” This power was holy Spirit power, the same and yet 
different from that which they received later on at Pentecost 
from the Father. It was the same, in that the holy spirit or 
power of God is always the same power even tho it have dif­
ferences of manifestation. It was holy, in that it was the 
spirit of our Lord Jesus, the holy Spirit or power which was 
granted without measure unto him,— which he at this time 
communicated to these apostles, that they might, as his 
representatives, do a work in his name.

Indeed, we may surmise that as the curing of disease 
caused vitality to go out of our Lord Jesus, to effect the 
cure, and that thus every cure meant the robbing of himself
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of his own life-powers, his own vitality, so in this case we 
should understand that the power for the healing of the sick 
was Jesus’ power, that the disciples did not use their own 
vitality, but merely his, which he communicated to them, 
and authorized them to use, saying, “Freely ye have re­
ceived, freely give.’- They were giving what cost them noth­
ing, but which was costing Jesus much daily and hourly. It 
is when we get this thought of our Lord’s yielding up his 
life daily in doing good to others that we can best appieciate 
how his perfect life was so thoroughly used up in the short 
space of three and a half years.

The healing of the sick and the easting out of devils were 
but parts and incidents of their mission. In connection with 
it they weie to pleach the Gospel of the kingdom— the good 
news that the kingdom of God was nigh at hand; and the 
influence of the miracles should properly attiact attention 
to tlu message, and make the people ready, yea, anxious, for 
the kingdom. Hut so far as the iceord shows, the people 
were anxious for the miracles, the healing, but very indif­
ferent respecting the kingdom. The}' would take the cures 
from Jesus and hi~ disciples, hut if they wanted information 
respecting how and when the kingdom of God would come 
they would follow their blind guides as usual.

Novel theless we may presume that the influence of this 
mission work throughout Israel was not entirely lost, and 
that after our Lord’s ciueif'mon, and after the holy Spirit 
had come upon the disciples at Pentecost, and they preached 
the Gospel of the kingdom from a dilferent standpoint, in­
viting all true Israelites to unite with Christ, and thus be­
come joint-heirs of the kingdom with him— then it was that 
many, no doubt, of these who had heard previously and wit­
nessed the miracles, were that much better piepared to enter 
the embixotic kingdom, the chinch through consecration of 
themselves to the Loid. And the conversion of several thou­
sands within a few days after Pentecost corroborates this.

The harvest in the end of the Jewish age foreshadowed 
or typified the liaivest ot this Gospel age. And now, as then, 
Jesus is the Lord of the harvest, and his disciples, his mes­
sengers. are his agents in the gathering woik. Now, as then,

he seems to speak to these, saying that the harvest is great 
and that the laborers are few, and that if we have his spirit 
in the matter, and entreat him to send us forth in his service, 
he will be pleased to do so. And many are thus praying from 
day to day, and seeking to see what more their hands can 
find to do in the harvest work. And the Lord is graciously 
with such to guide their service and to bless the results to 
their own good as well as to the good of others. As all of 
the disciples then prayed this prayer, and got opportunity to 
engage in some part of the harvest work, so now all true 
disciples should be praying this prayer, and should be expect 
ing and utilizing opportunities for service.

The methods of the harvest work then and now' may be 
slightly different, and yet they are considerably alike. This 
is not the fleshly Israel, and the blessings sent at the hands 
of the harvest reapers are not temporal blessings—not tin 
healings of physical disease; but they are better than these— 
the opening of eyes of understanding, a far greater blessing 
than the opening of natural eyes, the removal of deafness 
as respects the Lord’s great plan, a far more precious boon 
than the restoration of natural hearing, etc. Likewise, the 
offering of the kingdom now is much more tangible and can 
be denionstarted much more cleaily than was possible then, 
for it is nigh, even at the doors, and even the world can see 
the shakings of the present institutions, preparatory to their 
removal, that those things of truth and grace which cannot 
be shaken may remain, may be established, under the Lord’s 
reign of righteousness.

As the harvest laborers going forth now seek the ripe 
wheat of this Gospel age, each should remember the w'ords 
addressed to the laborers in the Jew'ish harvest, “It is not 
ye that speak, but the spirit of your Father that speaketh 
in you.” Not that we are to expect to have miraculous 
powers of speech granted us. but that we are to be filled with 
the truth and its spirit, and then indeed it will be tme that 
it will not be our own wisdom that we shall speak, nor our 
own plan that we shall declare, but the wisdom that cometh 
from above, and the plan of the Lord our God

A WICKED WOMAN AND A WEAK MAN
Mark 6:14-29.— J une 10.

Gulden Text .— '"He not drunk with wine, wherein is excess;  but be ye filled loith the spirit.”— Fph. 5 '18.
Ueiodias, a voung woman, closely related to the reigning 

family of the Herods, was ambitious to become a queen; her 
uncle Philip, being the eldest son of Herod the Great, was 
presumptively Ins heir, and necoidingly she pressed her suit, 
and with Mich success that she was accepted as Philip's wife. 
But at (lie death of Herod the Great it was found that he had 
disinherited his eldest son. Philip, and that Heiod Antipas was 
made successor to the kingdom.

I t  was necexs.iiv t h a t  Heiod Antipas should go to Home 
to be l ines t i . l  with rtgnl  aut ho ut v ,  and while there he was 
the gin st of hi -  biotin i Philip and of Herodias,  his wife and 
his nii.ee. who of eouise was chagrined t hat  she had failed of 
her ambition,  l l i .w ou i  i .n1 itinn- know p i  hounds, especially 
selii h ones,  , tn: j see m ,  -it once to have set  herself  to 
i n pf i '  " "  her vonnirer mu it \nlipas Her cunning seems to 
liave , n without si i mile of a m  kind, and lomarkabiy sue 
c e s . s f o l  >hc so wi,night noon Heiod Antipas that  he dis- 
i ni s- j . 1 hm wife,  the daughter  ot the king of Arabia,  and, then 
Herod.'  '  'will  la r own ihi ld,  a g n l  of probably fourteen,  left 
her liii-nupd Philip,  to become the wife of Herod Antipas,  
amt i nns  (o a t tai n the position of queen, which she had 
coveted

'Die shortcomings and failuie of others should become to 
Us valuable lessons. In the case of Herodias before us we 
see illustiated the power of ambition, and liovv important it is 
(hat our ambitions be noble and true and pure. Nearly all 
there is of good accomplished in the world is somehow or 
other connected with good ambitions, and likewise nearly all 
the evil in the world is somehow or other associated with 
wrong ambitions. How important that we should learn to 
guard our ambitions, our desires, our hopes, our aims: we 
cannot accomplish anything without hopes and aims and 
ambitions; lienee the necessity for securing good ones. And 
here let us note the fact that the majority of mankind have 
little or no ambition, and therefore are passing through life 
in a kind of maze, accomplishing comparatively little for 
themselves or others. This is a wrong condition ; every man, 
woman and eliild should have a noble ambition, and should 
labor constantly for the attainment of that ambition.

Others of the world have such ambitions as had Herodias 
they are ambitions for wealth, or for social position and dis­
play, or for title and honor amongst men. These are all selfish 
ambitions, yet they are the powers that are moving politics 
and business and society every day— and we are sorry to say 
these are the ambitions which are moving many in the pulpits 
and many in various icligious works. These are all wrong 
ambitions, and tho they may not all result as evilly as did 
that of Herodias they are all selfish, and all tend at least 
in the same general direction toward evil, and many are 
seduced bv their selfish ambitions into doing those things 
which their consciences do not approve, and many such be­
come seducers of others into evil deeds and reprehensible 
schemes.

The Christian has before him the only proper, legitimate 
and worthy ambition possible at the present time; nor does 
the average or nominal Christian have these correct ambitions 
but rather only such Christians ns are taught of God, such 
as hear and heed the Word of the Lord. Before these are 
set the most noble, lofty ambitions; they are invited into the 
society, friendship and fellowship of the King of kings and 
Lord of loids. They are invited to become his companions, his 
brethren, co-workers together with him in the great work he 
is now accomplishing, and also to be joint-heirs with him 
in the great work of the Millennial kingdom which he is 
shortly to inaugurate. Could there be a higher ambition 
than this set before mortal man ? Surely not. Moreover, 
it is an ambition which tends to develop all the higher quali­
ties of mind and character, for the terms and conditions of 
this fellowship are based upon purity of heart, devotion to 
the Lord, etc . so that he that hath these ambitions and hopes 
in him purificth himself even as he is pure with whom he has 
become associated. Let us have these true ambitions before 
us. that they may crowd out and trample down the inferior 
ambitions of eaith and sensuality, that lead to sin, groveling 
and devilishness.

Herodias. having gained her point thus far, and finding 
herself in the coveted position of queen, undoubtedly felt 
greatly elated, flushed with her success; but in the midst of
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this elation came the news respecting John the Baptist, and 
how he had had an interview with Herod the king, and in the 
presence of courtiers and others had declared that it was not 
lawful for him to have Herodias for his wife. This was a 
^hock to Herodias. Who would have thought that any man 
would have been bold enough to have spoken to the king on 
such a subject; and who would have thought that the king 
would have heard him patiently, and even have seemed in- 
lerested in.him, and have considered him a, prophet of tiie 
Lord God?

What wonder Herodias was angry with John the Baptist, 
and sought to wreck upon him her vengeance! Had she 
plotted and planned for years to reach her present position, 
and was she to be thwarted now, and to bo cast out at the 
word of such a man as this? Moreover, if she were now cast 
out, it would mean a worse condition than ever, for of course 
■-he could not with decency go back to lier husband Philip, 
and expect to be kindly received of him. Hence, if Herod 
should give ear to John the Baptist, and should permit his 
message to influence him, it might mean that Herodias would 
become an outcast. Can we wonder, then, that the evil am­
bition uhicli had thus far ruled the woman’s heart should 
now move her against the great prophet? We could only sa\' 
lhat it would be the legitimate fruitage of such evil ambi­
tions as she had for years been cultivating at the expense of 
-veiy piinciple. It had not hesitated thus far at anything, 
and why should it hesitate even at murder, now in its greatest 
extremity ?

So it is with all evil, selfish ambition— the tendency is 
always downward, going from evil to evil, from sin to sin, 
nom crime to crime. On the contrary-, the ambitions which 
are inspired of the Lord tend always upward and upward, 
higher and higher— whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things aie true, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are holy, whatsoever things are in harnionv with God 
—this is the tendency and impulse of the ambition which 
God inspires, the wisdom which cometh down from above, 
which is first pure, then peaceable and easy of entreatment. 
full of mercy and good fruits.

THE KING OUTWITTER BY HIS W IFE

lieiodias had sufficient influence over her husband to secure 
the arrest and imprisonment of John: but apparently she was 
diagrined that she could not accomplish her desires to the 
lull in securing his death. This was not so much because 
lierod had a mind of his own, but rather, as the narrative 
declares, because of his fear. He knew John to be a righteous 
man and holy, and, as the Revised Version expresses it, “kept 
him safe’’— possibly fearing that if John were set at liberty' 
Herodias would find agents for his destruction. Apparently 
John was granted unusual liberties in prison, for his disciples 
had opportunity' to come to him and to bear messages to and 
1 1  om him; and the intimation is that Herod was perplexed 
inspecting how he should deal with him, and occasionally 
'ent for him and heard him with interest.

Herodias concluded that this was a dangerous condition 
of things, and again her tact and shrewdness came to her 
assistance. Herod’s birthday was approaching, and knowing 
that it was generally celebrated she proposed to make a special 
efl'ort on that occasion to secure her ends. These birthday feasts 
were occasions of carousal; the king would be surrounded 
by the notable men of his realm; all would be considerably 
under the influence of wine, and then would be Herodias’ op­
portunity for securing her wishes. She was crafty, however, 
and realized that John had an influence upon the king that to 
some extent at least off-set her own. She realized then that 
the king knew well her heart, and that he would hesitate to 
make a broad and liberal offer to her, and so she prepared 
her young daughter, educated in Rome, beautiful, attractive, 
that she should take the place before the king of the ordinary 
dancing girls who usually served on such occasions of revelry.

This was supposedly a rare treat, a high honor to the king, 
that his niece, a young lady of refinement, should take the 
position ordinarily occupied by one of a low class. The ruse 
was successful; the king and the court were charmed with the 
girl’s beauty, and Herod’s mind, inflamed with the wine, was 
generous and unselfish to the extreme. It was customary to 
remunerate the dancing girls liberally on such occasions, in 
proportion to the dignity of the entertainer and now how 
liberally should he treat this one, who had so bewitchingly 
pleased himself and the company, and who was his owrn niece 
and step-daughter? He would ask her what she would like 
1o have, and in her natural hesitancy he would press the 
matter upon her, to mention whatever it might be, even to

the half of his kingdom; and then boastfully he would make 
oath to his liberality. The girl, no doubt, was instructed of 
her mother what to expect, and yet the crafty woman had 
kept the design wholly within her own grasp. Her daughter 
should not know in advance, lest she should make some error; 
she would merely first have the king’s w’ord that she would 
have her desire: then she was to come to her mother and 
receive instructions. Childlike, she seems not to have had 
great ambitions and wishes of her own, and hence she at 
once adopted her mother’s wish, and asked for the head of 
John the Baptist on a platter.

How horrible it seems, that anyone should have such a 
desire, such a murderous condition of heart! How strange 
it seems that a refined, educated woman should have such 
sentiments as would prompt such a request! Yet it was but 
the natural operation of the evil in the fallen heart. As the 
Apostle James says, the beginning of temptation is to bo drawn 
away of desire, of ambition— enticed thereby. Then, when 
desire (ambition) has conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin 
when it is finished bringeth forth death.— James 1:14, 15.

Even the weak and despicable Herod was shocked by the 
request. He had been trapped, and he saw it; he realized 
at once that this was a scheme on the part of his wife, and 
that now, as on former occasions, she had proven more than 
a match for him. What would he do? Would he lesent such 
infamous conduct, and denounce his wife and her daughter 
as murderers, plotteis against innocent blood of a righteous 
man? Would he take his stand for justice and for truth, 
and resolve that now, seeing the depth of wickedness into 
which he had been ensnared, he would strive to turn about 
in his course, and follow the advice of this prophet of the 
Lord, and reform ?

EV IL RESULTS OF A WRONG STANDARD

No; he had not sufficient character for that; and from 
his wrong standpoint of view dutv appeared to lie on the 
other side: First, had he not given his word, and should
not the word of a king, given on his birthday, and at a feast, 
and in the presence of his chief generals and supporters, be 
inviolable? Moreover, in his maudlin condition he had riveted 
the matter with an oath, and now from his wrong standpoint 
pride asserted itself, and would not peimit him to take the 
right course. Here again we see in an exaggerated form a 
principle which applies daily to worldly people in all of their 
affairs. They have a wrong standard before their minds. It 
is a standard of pride and self-esteem and love of approba­
tion of others, and not a love for righteousness, for 
truth, and of deference for the Lord; and hence many have 
found themselves like Herod, led step by step, by what seems 
to them to be fate, and as they would say, beyond their con­
trol ; but such matters are beyond the control of men because 
they are not under the proper control, because they are not the 
Lord’s people; because they have not given their heaits to 
him. Therefore the affairs of life, instead of working for 
good to them and bringing them valuable lessons, helpful 
and elevating, are bringing them experiences which lead down­
ward continually. The lesson here for the Lord’s people is to 
make a proper start, to recognize the Lord, his will, his 
word, as the standard of justice and of truth, and to walk 
accordingly. A further lesson is, that wherever we may be, 
wherever the truth may find us, in a downward course, the 
only proper method is to at once recognize the voice of the 
Lord, the voice of right as paramount, and to obey that 
voice, regardless of how matters may seem or appear to fallen 
fellow men.

That the king was sorry is indeed an indication that lus 
heart was not utterly corrupt, but that he should yield to 
what he knew to be wrong, through pride, is an evidence of 
utter lack of character. History shows that a certain amount 
of retribution came upon these guilty people forthwith: the 
sending back of his first wife led to a war between Herod and 
his father-in-law, the king of Abrabia, in which Herod’s forces 
were worsted seriously. Later on Herodias prompted Herod 
to apply to Rome for an enlargement of his dignity and 
power, but his application was rejected, and instead tie was 
dethroned, lost all his title, power and influence, and the only 
redeeming quality noted in the case of Herodias is that she 
shared Herod’s loss and banishment. Poor woman! Perhaps 
finally she learned that earthly ambitions are much like the 
apples of Sodom ; perhaps she learned the folly of the course 
she pursued, that it brought no true joy, no true blessing, 
but only excitement and one disappointment after another. 
Perhaps, too, King Herod learned some lessons. We read that
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he heard of Jesus and his wonderful works, and that super- 
stiously he concluded that this must be John risen from the 
dead Altho not a Jew, but of the family of Esau, he never­
theless had some knowledge of God and of the hopes set be­
fore the Israelites, and possibly his evil experiences brought 
him some valuable lessons.

So with many of the world in the present time: their 
experiences are bad and yet they impress lessons upon them­
selves, and upon others which ultimately may be of service, 
of value A1- we look at their mistakes let us learn to profit

by avoiding them in our lives. Let us remember, too, that 
all ambitions and temptations are not on the large and ter­
rible scale of this picture before us, yet that the same princi­
ples are involved. Let us learn to recognize principles, 
whether operating in little things or in great ones, and that 
he who is faithful to right principles in small things will 
be faithful in greater trials. Let us first of all learn that the 
proper course for us is to consecrate ourselves to the Lord, 
and then seek to have the lawful and laudable ambitions 
which he will inculcate through the Word.

FAITHFUL CO-LABORERS HEARD FROM
Mr C T. K u s ê l i ,

D ear S i r - —  1 take the opportunity to write to you, in 
manifestation of my sincere and he.ntfelt approval of your 
rnngnilhent works, now in my hand. Your volumes of Mil- 
i .e x m a l  Dawn  I must hold and confess to be a veritable 
Bible Key. justly deserving the appellation they bear—Helps 
for Bible Students I have in my possession volumes one to 
fi\e. in addition to What Sint the Scriptures About Hell? and 
Stm itism. Sir. liefore olTeiing any opinion or remarks, per 
nut me to s>v first, that with regard to your little work on 
1 Phut Suit the Scnpturcs About I do a little Greek
reading I know nothing of Hebrew, but I must confess that 
it puz/led me beiond measure to find out where our early 
inter pi eteis of the Script uios found the substance or founda­
tion of that horrible docti ine. And gaining much, very much 
knowledge on the subject by reading that little work, I have 
to ask the question. "What was their motive for establishing 
this hell toiment doctiino’” The only answer I can find is 
that it was fioin some selfish end to frighten men into Chris­
tianity. a plan the Almighty never intended, having made man 
a free agent to choose for himself. But these “devil docti ines” 
will -non bare to giro wav to the light of present day truth. 
Mv profession being that of Christian work—a catechist and 
schoolmaster— in the latter position I sometimes, find it diffi­
cult indeed, after choosing a text, to know where to begin or 
wlieie to end. not because wolds fail me but from the fact 
that the doctrines I have lieen brought up in were so twisted 
and distorted that I did not know where was solid ground. 
I am not ashamed to confess that many passages appeared 
so difficult that I preferred to leave them to themselves. But 
thanks to your invaluable helps, many such confounding pas­
sages arc now as clear to me as daylight. Sir, I hold that 
Almighty God himself has raised you up to be the purveyor 
of heavenly food foi his famishing children; so that I need 
not say anything mnie than wishing you a fair share of his 
divine blessing. 1 am still leading and studying my volumes. 
At tiisf tlieie weie some tilings that seemed to conflict with my 
views and opinions, and wlieie di-agreement crept in, but 
that. I hold, was because 1 did not g'"--p the full purpoit of 
the subject, tor no sooner than grasped, disagreement dis- 
appeaicd. leaving the approval to remain. I never quickly 
agree to a special subject or point, before I thoioughlv sift 
and strain and pry into it to find its foundation and har­
mony. I came to this countiy in November, 1808, under the 
appointment of the Bishop of Jamaica. Befoie I left my 
island 1 once laid the oppoitunitv of seeing the fust volume 
of Da w n , which a fiieml possessed, but partly destroyed—■ 
back and inside leaves were gone. I determined to find out 
the authorship and was gratified in having my wish supplied. 
Mr. A. M. Biownfield is the man from whom I obtained all. 
He is nn constant visitor since. There is al=o another brother 
who has wntten me fiom Golem, aftei learning I was a reader 
of D a w n , Bio. Isaiah Bichauls. Sir, I am your disciple, I 
can assuie vou: and I hope one day to find myself wlieie you 
are. This. 1 hope, is but the first of the many letters I ex­
pect to wiitc. Youis in Cbnst,

H. E. W y n t e r ,— Isthmus of Panama.
D evr B rother  B i s s e i .e -—Many thanks for the kindlv 

words and token of vour letter of Dec. 25th. The graceful­
ness of your action manifests an imitation of him who was 
the embodiment of graee. (Psalm 45 :2 ) Oh, to get nearer to 
him in thought, word and deed! The Christ-like spirit is so 
very rare, but the genuine article so very pieeious. I trust 
you will always bear in mind how very much we treasure up 
your many labors of love, and how our unceasing desire and 
prayer is, that Jehovah’s richest blessing may constantly 
rest upon you and the great work committed to your care.

In our wrork here we are striving to do what we can. 
We are not realizing all we desire, for our hearts are so

human, that, battle as one will, the prevailing spiiit of in­
difference brings at times a keen sense of disappointment. 
The truth is so glorious that one is saddened at the reception 
it meets from the vast majority. But then, of course, God’s 
“due time” is the grand refuge and sweetener; the “lamps” 
of the “ten virgins” are not intended to take the place of the 
sun, but to light their individual pathway. Each must have 
his own lamp and oil in it. The great buhvark of error is 
leaning upon others; true faith must be individual, endur­
ance likewise. A mob of sheep rushing after a leader of their 
own nature is the general position; the Good Shepherd leads 
his sheep and calls them each by name. The body of Christ 
is to be one. as a collective number (John 14:21-23), but this 
oneness is contributed to by each individual.

How the truth isolates! It demands a strong individuality 
in each. Surely the life of Christ shows this most clearly. 
He was a reflex of the Father, he was the Father’s great and 
perfect representative. “I seek not mine own will, but his 
that sent me.” And yet what a wondrous personaht i/ ! His 
was not a passive seivice, he was not a machine (holy Spirit 
does not destroy personality) but an active, willing, respon­
sive being, God’s “vessel unto honoi.” Christ’s moral nature 
responded to the touch of God like a bud to the lays of the 
sun or a grand organ to the fingers of a musician, but he was 
alone, in the most complete sense, so far as this world was 
concerned. His motives, ideals and practices were so different. 
“He dwelt amongst us.” Fellowship with God was his only 
source of companionship. “God was with him.” W hy’ “Be­
cause I do always those things which please him.” Surely 
this is our pattern: individual fellowship and service is the 
one means for individual strength. “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God.” The bride of the Lamb when gathered 
into one is plural, but its building up is in the singular.

What a grand prospect the “truth” presents as the goal of 
this individual discipline! A perfect nature, “satisfied when 
I awake in thy likeness;” the goal of human creeds is paltry, 
absurd,— a future state of locality merely—going to heaven, 
missing “hell!”

There is beautiful scenery on earth, but it does not give 
rest or peace or happiness. Our restless natuie is like a 
troubled sea, nothing outside can calm it ;  the trouble is in 
man ; that is where it started, and that is where the reform 
must be made. The chief value of heaven is because of God’s 
presence and nature, “it is his throne;” so with the earth: 
far greater planets roll in space, but Christ places this planet 
as next in importance to God’s throne, not because of its 
intrinsic value, but because of God’s promises, purpose and 
presence. “The earth is my footstool,” hence Jesus says, 
“Swear not by it.” “Forever with the Lord,” in his nature, 
throne and work is the perfect goal.

But surely this perfect goal embraces even more; it is 
not merely for the individual believer and overcomer. “What 
shall they do. that are baptised for the dead?” etc. The joy 
set before Chiist embraced more than his own perfect bliss. 
His glorified body is not only perfect, but it is a conquering 
one, “aeording to the working whereby he is able to subdue all 
things to himself.” Preeminently this feature separates the 
“truth” from all human conceptions. Something to do, 
something to realize, “to show forth the praises of him who 
hath called us,” etc. “The glory that shall be revealed in us.” 
Service is the grandest law of God’s universe. “My Father 
■trorketh hitherto, and I icork.” His angels are ministering 
spirits; perfect happiness and rest will only be realized by a. 
perfect nature performing perfect service. May it be ours 
more and more to enter now into the true glory of service 
to see its lofty standard, its eternal basis, and by and by to 
see his face and enter into his joy.

Your brother in the one blessed hope,
A t.fred  P e a r s o n — Ven South Wales.
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