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have assumed the libeity to celebiate thi~ Memorial at variou-
times—weekly, monthly, quarteily. etc. but in harmeny with
the early church we understand own Loid to mean that we
should celebrate this as we celebrate any other event—on its
anniversary; just as we now might say. \s oft as the Fourth
of July is celebrated it shows forth the Independence of this
nation.

Those who celebrate our Lord’s death in tie "Last Supper”
at noon every Sunday, mistake it for the weekly “Love Feast”
or “Breaking of Bread” practiced cvery Lord's Day by the
rarly chureh in memory of our Lord's resurrection and his
spening of the eyes of their understanding in the breaking of
bread. Rightly understood, nothing in thee weekly feasts of
Joy resembled the annual commemoration of our DMMaster’s
sotrow and death—nor is the ‘“‘cup” ever mentioned in con-
nection with them.

The church at Allegheny will celelnate the Memorial
Supper commemorative of our Redeemer’s decth for us, and
of our Pass-over from death unto Life through the merit of
his sacrifice, and of our conseeration to “be dead with him”—
to drink his “cup”—on the eveming of April 12th at 7:30
o'clock at Bible House chapel, Allegheny, Pa. Friends of the
truth who ean make it convenient to meet with us will be
welcomed cordially: but we advise that wherever there aie
home-meetings or wherever such gatherings seem possible they
he not deserted. No other season seems so favorable for the
drawing of the hearts of the Lord’s people closely together;—
even as it seems also to be specially an howr of temptation
to all professing to be the Lord’s followers, who like Peter of
old seem to be specially sifted at this season of the year.
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The advice of our Loid to the early disciples, at tlus time
of the Year, seems still specially appropriate, ‘ Watch and
pray lest x¢ enter into temptation?” And recognizing this
the older systems Roman Catholic and Episcopalian still
precede the Memorial with a fast or Lenten season—which
entered 1mto not formally but in the spirit we believe is a
very helpful custom to many—not only physically but spitst-
ually.

“Good Thidax™ was substituted for the Memorial Suapper
as oiiginally observel by the Lord’- people —the system of
counting being slightlv changed. The more fiequent celebra
tions ot the Lord’s Supper by Protestants aie based wnpon
Papacy’s celebration of the * Mas=” an institution which Loth
in fact and theory i~ ap ahomrnation to our Lord—-lenying
as it does the fullness of the efficacy of the oviginal sacrifice
at Calvary

We trust that the Lord's people evervwhere will ~do fhis”
in remembrance of the great sin-saerifice—mot metely a< an
outward memorial but also and specially at the <ame time
feeding on the Lord by faith in their hearts, and afresb
pledging their coneecration unto death with him while par-
taking of the “cup™ For further particulars <ee our tssue
of March 1. 1808,

We will be glad to have prompt postal card 1eports from
the appointed secretary or seribe of each little group—mwhere-
ever “two or three” meet in his dear name to do this. Make
all your arrangements beforechand that the prccious season
of heart “communion’ be not disturbed by business affairs.
Let us not only unite in prayer and communion, but also so
far as practicable in our songs of praise—using numbers 23.
122 and 1 of Hymns of Dauwn.

AVOID FLATTERY

In n recent letter one of the “Pilgiims,” after giving
particulars respecting his efforts to ieed the Lord’s sheep
and lambs concludes thus:—

“Pray for me. dear brother, that I may be kept a ‘servant.’

Could you not in some way through the TowrRr suggest to the
friends not to praise a ‘pilgrim’ to his face: they do not
know what ‘offences’ they sometimes cause, what feelings of
latent pride they arouse.”
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WHICH IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
“I am »ot Ashamed of the Gospel of Christ.”—Rom. 1:16.
A Discourse by Pastor C. T. Russell of Allegheny, Pa., delivered at The Florida Chautauqua Assembly, Defuniak Spiings,
Fla.. March 4, 1900, as reported by the Associated Piess,

No apology seems necessary for our subject—“Which is
the true Gospel of which the Apostle was not ashamed?” If
time and thought may be profitably expended in the study
of the ecarthly sciences—sociology, finance, ete., ete., built
largely upon human inferences and conjecturcs—surely none
could dispute the piopriety of studying the science of divine
revelation. If it be profitable to investigate the physical dis-
eases of mankind and their causes, and the laws of medicine
and of sanitation for the offset of these, it surely cannot be
disputed that the Gospel which God has presented as the
antidote for soul-sickness and soul-death, and as the science
pertaining to life eternal, is worthy of still greater and more
profound consideration.

The greatest minds, the noblest specimens of our race, have
admitted our topic to be the one above all others in impor-
tance, and have weighed it carefully—whether as a result
they accepted or rejected it. We are not now discussing the
weight of mental acumen enlisted for and against the Gospel:
we are merely noting the fact that all men of ability have
recognized that the subject is woithy of their careful con-
sideration, and as having claims upon their attention para-
mount to any and all others. Indeed, it may be set down as
a fact that whoever has given the subject of religion no con-
sideration is one of three things,—a novice in mental exer-
cise, or a near relative to “the fool who hath said in his
heart, There is no God,” or a coward, preyed upon by fears,
instigated by Satan to hinder honest investigation of the
divine message of love and mercy.

Even a hasty glance into the intelligent faces of this large
audience assures me that you all have given some thought
to our theme;—though experience assures me that compara-
tively few of you have ever reached conclusions on this sub-
ject fully satisfactory to yourselves. Hence your faith and
love and zeal toward God and your zeal for the Gospel are
less strong than you could desire. Let us hope that as we
reason together on this great subject to-day, we may, by God’s
grace, see more clearly than ever before which 1s the true

Gospel—the one of which the Apostle was not ashamed. and
of which, therefore, none of us need feel ashamed,—the Gos-
pel, therefore, which should more and more move and eneigize,
us as the power of God unto salvation.

No one of intelligence will dispute the meaning ot the
word “Gospel;” it signifiecs “good tidings,” good news,—a
good message. Nevertheless, in ¢ome unaccountable manner,
by common consent, “a real Gospel setmon” is almost univer-
sally understood to signify bad tidings—tidings of eternal
misery to the great mass of our race—to all except the little
flock of God’s faithful people. As a consequence the preacher
of a “Gospel sermon” is expected to figuratively shake the
congregation over an abyss of everlasting torture. making as
strong an effort as possible to intimidate them thereby to a
thorough reformation of life. in hope of thus escaping an
awful eternity.

True, this that we might term “the Gospel (?) of damua-
tion” is not so generally preached as it once was, hecause
more enlightened minds of cultured people repudiate 1t as a
fetich of the past. Yet this perversion of the Gospel ig still
to be heard in country places, at camp meetings, ocecasionally
in the city pulpit. and universally in Salvation Army meet-
ings. Nothing is further from our intention than a criticism
of the consciences and honesty of intention of those who thus
preach. It is no part of our mission to criticise persons and
motives, but “With malice toward none and with charity
toward all” we consider it not only our privilege but owr
duty to criticise doctrines, that thereby the truth may be
more freely established, and error brought into disrepute.

Before we proceed to the consideration of the Gospel of
which the Apostle was not ashamed—the Gospel set forth
in the Seriptures—it will be expedient for us to take a glance
at the different gospels set forth by the various denomina-
tions of Christendom. It is not our thought that each de-
nomination represents a different gospel, for the differences
in many instances are chiefly respecting cercmonies, forms,
methods of government, name, ete., and not in respect to the
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