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kingdom than Tsracl. He proposed vo him a kingdom embrac-
ing all the nations of the earth, and that he should have the
control of all these. and be able to bring in the blessed re-
forms which were designed of God, only one condition heing
insisted upon, viz., that whatever kingdom or rule or authority
might be established must recognize Satan. The adversary
thus seemed to see what he thought a favorable opportunity
for consummating his original plans, for we cannot suppose
that his original intention was to gain control of a dying
and depraved race, but that he muck rather would be the lord
or ruler of a highly enlightened and well-endowed people. He
was willing, therefore. to =~ece carried into effect all the gra-
cious work which God had designed, and willing to reform
himself and to become the leader of reform, provided only
that he should be recogmzed as having the chief place of in-
fluence in connection with mankind. It was after this man-
ner that he wished our Lord to do worship or reverence to
him—t0 recognize his influence and co-operation in the work,
and not for a moment can we suppose that he expected him to
kneel before him and to worship him as God.

Our Lord’s reply to this last temptation shows that it
fully awakened him to a vealization of the fact that there was
no real reformation at work in Satan’s heart; that he was
-till ambitious, self-seeking, as at the beginning of his down-
ward course; and he realized that to even discuss the matter
further with one who had thus avowed his real sentiments
would be disloyalty to the Father. and hence his words, “Get
thee hence, Satan”—leave me; you cannot co-operate with me
at all; my work is In full accord with the absolute standard
of the divine will; T can be a party to no program contrary
to this, however allurivg come of its features might be in
promising a speedy conquest of the world, and a speedy estab-
lishment of a reign of righteousness and blessing and an
avoidance of personal «uffering; I cannot serve two masters:
1 can only recognize the one supreme Jehovah, as Lord of
heaven and of earth, and therefore could not recognize you in
any position of authority except as the great Jehovah would
appoint you to it, which 1 know he would never do, so long
as you are of the present ambitious spirit. I am operating
along the line of the declaration, “Thou shalt worship [rever-
ence] the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.”

We may readily discern that this temptation of our Lord
was but a sample illustintion of such as heset his followers
all along the narrow way. irom the same source, directly or
1hrough agencies. Satan through his various mouthpieces
ia continually saving to the -aints, Here is a more successful
way of accomplishing your object than that which jou are
pursuing, a more succersful way than the Lord’s way. Bend
a httle; make compromise with the worldly spirit; do not
hew too close to the line of the word of God and the example
of the Lord Jesus and the apostles; you must be more like
the world, in order te exert an influence—mix a little into
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politics, and a good deal into secret societies; keep in touch
with the fads and foibles of the day, and above all things
keep any light of present truth under a bushel,—thus alone
can you have influence and accomplish your good desires toward
men. But our dear Master assures us that we are to be faith-
ful to the Lord and to his plan, and let things work out as
best they may along that line; and that we may rest assured
that in the end the Father’s plan not only is the best but
really the only plan for accomplishing his great designs, and
that if we would be associated therein with him as colaborers,
it must be by recognizing him as our only Master, and with
an eye single to his approval.

Our Lord’s utter refusal of every other way of carrying
out his mission than the one which the Father had marked
out, the way of self-sacrifice, the narrow way, was indeed a
great victory. The adversary left him, finding nothing in
him that he could take hold of or work upon, so thoroughly
loyal was he to the very word and the spirit of Jehovah, And
then, the trial being ended, we read that holy angels came
and ministered to our Lord—doubtless supplying him with
refreshment such as he had refused to exercise the divine
power to obtain for himself. And such we may recognize as
being the experience of our Lord’s followers: with victory
comes a blessing from the Lord, fellowship of spirit, refresh-
ment of heart, a realization of divine favor that makes
stronger for the next trial.

Another lesson here is that temptation does not imply
stn.  As our Lord was tempted ‘“without sin’ so may his
brethren be if they follow his example and with purity of
heart, purity of intention, seek only the Father’s will. Sin
could only come through yielding to the temptation. But
let us not forget that hesitancy after the wrong is seen in-
creases the power of the temptation. And we may note here
that while Satan is tempter, endeavoring to ensnare us into
wrong paths and wrong conduet, God is not so; “he tempteth
no man” (Jas 1:13), and even tho he permit the Advercary
and his agents to beset his people, it is not with the object of
ensnaring them, but with the opposite object, that they may
by such trials and testings be made the stronger, developing
character through exercise in resisting evil. Let us remember
too for our strengthening, the Scriptural assurance that God
will not suffer us to be tempted above that we are able to re-
sist and overcome but will with the temptation provide also
a way of escape.

To avail ourselves of this provision requires merely faith,
and the more we exercise our faith in such matters the more
of it we will have, becoming stronger in the Lord and in the
power of his might; and thus by divine grace and under the
Master’s assistance we may come off overcomers—conquerors.
and more than conquerors, through him who loved us and
bought us with his own precious blood.—2 Cor. 12:9; 1 Cor
10:13; Eph. 6:10; Rom. 8:37-39.

A LITTLE WHILE

A little while with weary feet to tread the narrow way,
A little while, the time will not be long,

A little while the sinles~ One to follow day by day,
A little while to suffer and be strong.

A little while with faltering tongue to testify for God,
A little while to suffer scorn and shame,

A Dhittle while with voice and pen to spread the truth abroad,
A little while to glorify his name

A little while with humble faith to wage the goodly fight,
A little while, grasp firm the two-edged sword,

A little while, Satanic hosts shall all be put to flight,
A little while, then, trust thou in the Lord.

A little while, a little while, Oh, let this be our song,
A little while, lay not the armor down;
A little while, a little while, the strife will not be long,
A little while, and we shall wear the crown!
—GERTRUDE W. SEIBERT.

Von. XXI

ALLEGHENY, PA.,, FEBRUARY 1, 1900

THE PEOPLE THAT KNOW THE JOYFUL SOUND

‘Blessed are the people that know the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance.”~Psalm 89:15

Salvation is the jox ful =ound. as the poet has well expressed
1t.* «aying:
“Salvation! O the joyful sound,
What tihings for our race'
Deliv'tance for the world is found
Through Gud’s abounding grace.”

This joyful salvation -ound is the Gospel, as declared by
the angelic messengers—"Good tidings of great joy, which shall
e unto all people.” But alas, how few have heard this joyful
-ound! As mentally we glance over the sixteen hundred mil-
lions of the world’s population, we find that even the most
extravagant claims would show that not one-fifth of the whole

¥Poems axp HymwN or Daw~s No Z55

have ever heard these blessed tidings; the four-fifths are totally
blinded by the god of this world, and see nothing and hear
nothing of God's grace. And the matter has been as bad as
this, or worse proportionately for six thousand years. How we
should rejoice that under divine providence we were born in
lands where the light of truth sends forth at least a feeble ray,
and where many are not totally deaf to “the joyful sound!”
Yet coming to civilized lands, we are surprised, almost
appalled, at the gross darkness which beclouds the minds of the
people of so-called Christendom, and by the dimness of vision
and dullness of hearing of the vast majority in these most
favored parts of the earth—of the majority of those whose
lines have fallen unto them in pleasant places comparatively.
Mentally we see nearly two-thirds of the so-called enlightened
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fifth of humanity bowing to the Virgin Mary, addressing her
1n prayer, and crossing themselves with reverence at the men-
tion of her name, and generally grossly ignorant of the divine
character and plan—believers in an eternity of torment for all
except those of their own communions, and in long periods of
purgatorial agony for the great majority of their members.
Heart-sick with the picture, we exclaim, O that these people
could hear the joyful sound! for evidently they have at very
most merely heard an indistinct strain of it conglomerated with
the jargon of Babel’s confusion and Satanic discord.

Looking expectantly to the remaining third of the so-called
enlightened fifth of humanity, known as “Protestants,” we
inquire, Are these the blessed people who know the joyful
~ound? A hundred discordant voices answer, Yes! but we
inquire, If you have heard it, why such discord, such clashing
of doctrines, such separation from each other by creed-fences?
Are not all the people who know the joyful sound one people
—the one church of the living God, whose names are written
in heaven? This at once arouses doubt respecting “Protest-
antism,” and we hearken for evidences to the contrary, that
many at least, if not all, know “the joyful sound.” We per-
ceive that in many respects amongst these are found people
who know more respecting the divine character than do the
outside fifteen hundred millions ; and yet here also we find great
blindness. obscure mental vision, great deafness to the voice
from heaven. Truly amongst these also the great adversaiy
has done a work, so that although in their midst more may
be heard of ‘‘the joyful sound” than amongst other classes of
the world, yet Satan has here also introduced the discords so
as almost to drown the heavenly music—“the joyful sound.”
For while to some extent Protestantism discerns God’s love and
justice, the adversary has beclouded its vision and dulled its
hearing for the truth, by whispering theories that are at
variance with divine justice and love, and make void and mean-
ingless “the jovful sound.” To some he whispers that God
never had either sympathy or provision for any except “the
clect;” to others he whispers that God has the sympathy for
all, but lacks the wisdom and power to give practical assist-
ance to any but the few: and thus in the minds of nearly all
“the joyful sound” is reduced to a song of praise and joy and
thanksgiving and salvation from a little flock, with which will
mingle to all eternity the anguishing wails of the vast majerity
of thousands of millions.

There are a few (but alas how few!) who not only hear
“the joyful sound,” but who discern that the discord is of the
adversary. and that the joyful sound, if separated from Satanic
inharmonies, is beautiful, harmonious beyond any other sound
or song. Full of the spirit of the song themselves, they haste
to make its beauty known to others, and to point out the
origin of the discord. They feel certain that it will be merely
necessary to indicate the discord and its source to have others
Iike themselves instantly discern and reject the discord, and
1ejoice more fully than ever in “the joyful sound”—the true
Gospel. But alas! what disappointment is theirs: they find
that even amongst the “Protestant™ fifteenth of humanity not
only is the daikness great, but the depravity of heart and
mind are so dense that the darkness and discord are preferred,
and “the joyful sound.” the good tidings of great joy for all
people. is spurned, and considered to be the discord that is of
the adversary. Only here and there can any be found who
“know the joyful sound”—who can distinguish the joyful
sound of the heavenly message from those by which Satan has
“deceived all that dwell upon the earth.”—Rev. 18:23; 19:20;
20:3.

SOUNDING THE JUBILEE TRUMPETS

The question may arise, Why did God permit Satan, through
his human agencies, to bring false doctrine amongst his people
during the dark ages, thus to blind and deafen them to the true
Tight, and the heavenly harmonies of the divine plan?

We answer that God’s purpose during this age has been the
selection of merely the “little flock” of “overcomers” to be
joint-heirs with his Son in the coming Millennial kingdom
which is to “Dless all the families of the earth;” and by per-
mitting darkness to come upon this nominal church class he
has (1) taught a great lesson both to angels and men con-
cerning the necessity of not only starting right, but remaining
loyal to the Lord and his Word, and maintaining a teachable
attitude of heart. (2) Doubtless the majority of the “little
flock” has been selected from the two ends of this Gospel age
—its beginning and its closing vears. (3) There may have
heen much more knowledge of the joyful message amongst
God’s people during “the dark ages” than we now have means
of knowing, since the history of that time had few recorders,
and their records then dealt chiefly with the error-blinded
systems and ignored or misrepresented the unpopular instru-
mentalities used by God in making “the joyful sound”—some
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of whom quite probably were denominated heretics, because
they knew the joyful sound of the true Gospel, and propor-
tionately denounced the popular “doctrines of devils.”

At all events, under divine providence the joyful sound is
now heard above the din of “Babel” by those who ‘“have an ear
to hear,” and it is found to be the very same gospel which was
preached by the Lord and the Apostles and announced by the
angels on the plains of Bethlehem—a “joyful sound,” “‘good
tidings of great joy which shall be unto all people.” Moreover,
as we have seen in other studies,” we are now in the early dawn
of the Millennial day, which in the Scriptures was typically
represented to Israel by their Jubilee year—of release from
hondage and the return to original possessions, etc. And as
the priests were to announce the Jubilee year in the Day of
Atonement, by the blowing of silver jubilee trumpets, so here
we have the antitype: the royal priests in this, the close of the
antitypical Day of Atonement (the Gospel age), are to blow
the trumpets of truth (silver being a symbol of truth), an-
nouncing to the people that the grace of God is come nigh
unto them, and that during the Millennial day (of one thou-
sand years) now dawning the great High Priest, also Prophet
and King, shall stand forth as God’s representative, and hy
virtue of his own sacrifice shall give the needed blessing of
knowledge to all mankind, and shall lift up out of degrada-
tion and sin and death, by his providence and grace, all who
seek to come back to righteousness and fellowship with the
Father through him.

So then, as it was appropriate in the type that this an-
nouncement should be made at the close of the Day of Atone-
ment, so that indicated that it is a part of the divine plan
that the sounding forth of the joyful sound, the message of
the Jubilee of divine love and favor and blessing should be
given at the present time—just in the closing days of the
Gospel age—the closing hours, so to speak, of the great Day
of Atonement.i and at the dawning, so to speak, of the Millen-
nial age of Jubilee,

Now another matter, little in itself, and easily overlooked
in our translation of the Bible, is the fact that the very word
(turnah) used in our text, rendered “a joyful sound,” is the
same Hebrew word that is used in Lev. 25:9, where the sound-
g of the Jubilee trumpet is commanded. How strikingly the
Lord has arranged his Word, to make it a basis for faith and
joy to his people. How- clear it is to those who “know the
joyful sound,” and yet how obscure to all others! Well does
our text say, “Blessed are the people who know the joyful
sound!” The blessing upon them is certainly not because of
their own merit, for we are all conscious of the fact that in our
flzsh dwelleth no perfection, and that none of us could be com-
rended to God by our own righteousness—all of these blessed
people who know the joyful sound have reason, therefore, to
give thanks unto him who loved them, and who hought them
with his own precious blood, in whose merit alone they have
standing with the Heavenly Father. And yet these blessed
people have something to do with the matter of their hlessing
—something to do with the fact that they have heard, and
hearing have known or discerned the joyful sound, while others
hearing have not discerned it. They have the Learing of faith:
from the little which they first heard they must have cultivated
a love for righteousness, and a hatred of iniquity; they must
have cultivated honesty with themselves, honesty with the Lord,
honesty in handling his Word—*“not handling the Word of God
deceitfully.” (2 Cor. 4:2) They must have consecrated their
hearts fully to the Lord, and thus have come fully under the
guidance of “the spirit of the truth,” else they would not be
able to discern better than others between the joyful sound of
the truth and the di-cordant sound of error Evidently in these
we see fulfilled the Seripture, “He is a rewarder of them that
(llilli,gently seek him [to know him. to know his will].”—Heb.

THE NEW SONG OF MOSES AND THE LAMB

Our Lord in symbol pointed out to us the fact that the
message of his grace in the closing days of this Gospel age
would he so different from the commonly accepted message.
misnamed the Gospel, that it would properly be termed a new
song, although it would be the old song of Moses—the message
of blessing typified by the writings of Moses and by all the
cerenonies of the T.aw, and the message of the Lamh, the good
tidings announced in connection with our Lord’s birth, and
throughout his own ministry, when all the people “bare him
record, and wondered at the gracious words that proceeded out
of his mouth” (not threat< of eternal torment to nine-tenths
of the human family); and the testimony of all the apostles
respecting the Lamb of God and the great work to he accom-
plished by him in taking “away the sin of the world ? Tt is

* See MirLLENNIAL Dawn, VoL 11, Chap 6
+ Tabernacle Shadows of Better Sacrifices
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merely this same song that is now being sung by those whom
God has blessed with a knowledge of present truth—it is “the
joyful sound” which only the people thus blessed know or can
sing.

1t is a worldly proverb that truth is stranger than fiction,
yet this preverb is illustrated throughout “Christendom” today
—the vast, vast majority of professed followers of Christ are
strangers to the truth, but thoroughly familiar with the fictions
of human invention—*“traditions of the elders,” which “make
void the Word of God.” It is in full accord with this that the
angel declares to the Revelator that no man can learn to sing
th1s song except the elect—the 144,000, the “little flock.” (Rev.
14:3) Indced, nothing is more manifest than that it is ncces-
sary to be somewhat of an “overcomer” of the world and 1ts
spirit which pervades nominal Christendom, ere any would have
the courage to sing this song-—to declare hefore men the lengths
and breadths and heights and depths of the goodness and grace
of the divine plan. of which Jesus and his sacrifice are the
center. To all others “the fear of man bringeth a snare.” and
stoppeth their mouths from speaking “forth the praice of him
who called us out of darkness into his maivelous light.” “But
the people that do mow their God [his character and plan]
shall he valiant and do exploits.” and like the apostles of old
will feel and say. Whether it be right to obey God or men,
judge ye; but we canuot hut speak the things which we have
seen and heard.—Dan. 11-32; Acts 4:19, 20.

Nor need we suppose that the faet that only the 144,000
can sing this song implies that those ahle to sing the song
could not fall from their steadfastness and become castaways,
and lose the privilege of singing it. On the contrary, the Scrip-
tures most distinetly assure us that only by unceesing faith-
fulness will any be permitted to continue to be reckoned as
members of that elect company, foreknown and prearranged of
God. Our Lord clearly intimates that he will blot out the
names of those who are unfaithful that other names mav be
written in their stead. e clearly intimates that unfaithful-
ness will eanse that the erown set apart for the faithful will,
if he prove unfaithful, he given to another—Rev. 3:5, 11.

THE WALK OF THE BLESSED PEOPLE

Tn harmonv with the foregoing is the intimation of our

text which implies that in order to be of the people who will
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know the joyful cound it will be necessary to “walk in the light
of God’s countenance.” Or, reversing the statement, the
thought is that all who walk in the light of God's countenance
shall be his blessed people, and shall know the joyful sound.

What a lesson of holiness is here: not a lesson of human
perfection and self-commendation to God. but a lesson of abid-
mq 1 Christ under the robe of his righteousness, and of walk-
g continuously with him and in the path of the just, which
“shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” And whoever
wounld walk with Jesus in the light of divine favor, in the
<mile of divine approval. must needs walk the narrow way of
self-control and self-sacrifice—“even unto death.” Whoever
delights in sin and sinful practices cannot walk in the company
of Jesus, cannot be recognized as a member of his body or under
his robe—can have neither part nor lot in this matter, what-
ever may be done with him or for him in the fulure age. As
the Apostle evpresses 1t, those accepted of Christ, and who
would maintain affiliation with him. must remember that all
of the “royul priesthood” are given the truth. not to make them
vain or boastful, or heady and high-minded, but to purify them,
and to sanctify them. He declares “He that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

A TEXT FOR THE YEAR

We suggest to the friends of the truth the adoption of the
precious words of our text as a talisman for the year, if not
for the remainder of the pilgrim journey. We believe that
these mspired words will help all who understand them to more
and more measurc up to the divine ideal which they present
to our minds: “Blessed are the people that know the joyful
sound—they shall walk, O Lo:d, in the light of thy counte-
nance.”

Another line, in full harmony with this, from the succeeding
Psalm. might profitably be added: “Let the beauty of the Lord
our God be upon us.” Only those who see the beauty of the
great King. who discern something of his justice, his mercy
and love. his wisdom, his power, can clothe their new minds
with these glorious graces which more and more shine before
our anointed vision as the heauty of the Lord our God. And
the more clearly they are discerned, the more faithfully can
we copy them, and the hetter do we love the jovful sound, and
the better can we sing the Song of Moses and the Lamb,

THE VOLUNTEER WORK

The open winter has been very favorable to the Volunteer
wotk thus far, but we advi-e that those who have not already
commenced this work make all their preparations for the
springtime, when we hope to hear from all, and to have a goodly
supply of reading matter ready for their use.

Meantime you will de well to have a meeting, call for en-

listments in the service, appoint a committee with a central
head to lay out the work systematically, that all congregations
in your eity may be served without duplicating, appoint your
seribe to communicate with the Warcn ToweR office respecting
the number of volunteers, the number of churches, the average
attendance of each, and the time for distribution.

WE HAVE FOUND HIM!

EUREKA!

FeB. 4.—JoHN 1:35-46.

After his wilderness temptation, Jesus returned to Bethab-
arda, where John was preaching, fully convinced of the char-
acter of his mission—that it was not to be after the manner
of Satan’s suggestion of worldly methods, leading on {o popu-
larity and honor of men—that on the contrary it would be his
part to bear witness to the truth in such a truthful and simple
manner as would commend it and him to such only as were
Israelites indeed. No doubt by this time he saw that before
the glorification could come the new Israel must be selected,
the “royal priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people”
—antitypical or spiritual Israel. He had reason to expect
that there was at least a remnant of this class in the nation
of Israel after the flesh. and although fully realizing that no
man could come unto him except the Father which sent him
should draw him. he nevertheless recognized the propriety of
putting himself in the way of those whom the Father would
draw, that he might receive them as quickly and as favorably
as possible. Hence his return from the wilderness was to the
vicinity of John’s mission work, where not unreasonably he
might expeet to find some of the Israelites indeed.

Our lesson shows that the Heavenly Father had made use
of John the Baptizer’s Mission and had exerted through it a
drawing influence upon the hearts of some who by this time
were quite ready to learn of Jesus as the Way, the Truth and
the Life—the channel of approach to God. The drawing power
which the Father exerts during this age is the truth—the
knowledge of divine compassion toward mankind manifested
through the sending of Messiah to save the people from their
sins—to deliver them from the power of sin and Satan, as well
as from the death penalty.

It was after our Lord’s return from the wilderness that the

delegation of priests and Levites, sent from Jerusalem. came
to John asking, “Who art thou?”’ to whom he replied that he
was not the Christ but merely a forerunner, a herald. To
these John pointed out Jesus, saying: “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world,” explaining how
he knew Jesus to be the Messiah by a previously appointed sign
which God had given him—the descent of the holy Spirit in the
form of a dove.—Verses 19-34.

It was the very next day after this testimony to the priests
and Levites that John, in the presence of two of his disciples,
looking intently upon Jesus as he passed near (no doubt won-
dering how our Lord’s Messiahship would be made known),
exclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of God!” This was the same
testimony (only abbreviated) that he had given to the priests
and Levites. and which had evidently fallen. in their case, upon
dull ears. But note the difference in the case of those who
were “Israelites indeed:” the two disciples immediately fol-
lowed Jesus. John’s testimony became to them the drawing
power of God, because they were in a condition of heart to be
susceptible to that influence. Thus we see clearly illustrated
how some are drawn and others are not drawn by the same
message, and we see also that the divine drawing does not
operate arbitrarily, but in accordance with certain fixed prin-
ciples pertinent to the divine plan. It was not sufficient that
a testimony should be given. it was not sufficient that a curi-
osity should be aroused: it was necessary additionally that the
interest awakened should he so powerful as to lead to action
on the part of those who were drawn, as the poet expresses it,

“He drew me, and T followed on.”

The Lord is seeking not merely the curious, but the truth-

hungry, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, and for
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fellowship with himself, and here, as in every instance, he that
seeketh, 1n this proper attitude of heart, findeth. The two
disciples had not followed the Lord far until their faith and
zeal began to be rewarded: the Lord turned to them and was
the first to speak, and thus he illustrated his own words re-
specting those drawn of the Father to him, “He that cometh
unto me I will in no wise cast out.”” Had our Lord not thus
condescended 1t would have been a difficult matter for these
humble fishermen to have approached one so far above them
in dignity and in appearance—one whom they had just learned
was the great Messiah, long promsed of God to be the Prince
of the kings of the earth. Applying this feature of the lesson
to ourselves. and remembering that the Lord is the same yes-
terday, today and forever, helps us to appreciate his conde-
scension manifested toward all who would come unto the
Father through him—we who now come to him because of
the hearing of faith and the sight of faith, as well as those
who then approached him because of the sight of the natural
eye and the hearing of the natural ear.

Our Lord’s salutation, “What seek ye?” not only overcame
the diffidence of those who sought him, but the more they
would consider his words subsequently, the more meaningful
they would find them, as we do today. And this seems to be
the question which the Lord puts to all those who approach
him, and essay to become his followers, “What seek ye?” Are
you seeking loaves and fishes of earthly advantage? Are you
seeking earthly honor and social and political influence and
preferment? The answer soon or later will be manifested by
the conduct of the seekers, though evidently all do not realize,
at the time, what are their real motives in seeking the Lord.
It were better, however, that each should remember our Lord’s
own expression on this subject, and <it down and count the cost
at the very Leginning—that each one ~hould learn that to seek
the Lord truly is to seek after righteousness, fellowship with
the Father and with the Son; and that this means the forsak-
ing of <in. so far as the heart is concerned. and so far as pos-
sible the purifying of the flesh by the “washing of water
through the Word.”—Eph. 5:26.

All should learn also that seeking to be disciples of Christ
implies not only a fellowship with him in the glory that is
soon to be revealed, but also a fellowship with him in the suf-
ferings of this present time—a “filling up of that which is
behind of the afflictions of Christ.” Tf, as our Lord suggested,
each one would sit down and count the cost beforehand, there
would be less subsequent disappointment, and although the
number of his followers would he much smaller, there would
be many less “tares” amongst the “wheat.” and this would
mean the better spiritual prosperity of the “wheat.”

The would-be disciples of Jesus heard the question without
discerning, of course. its depth, nevertheless, being in the right
condition of heart their answer was along proper lines—Rabbi
(master), where are you stopping? Thev <eem to have under-
stood that like themselves he was a Galilean, and that like
themselves and others he was merely viaiting in that vicinity
on account of John’s mission work, which drew great multi-
tudes. Their question implied in a pleasant way a desire to
become more intimately acquainted with Jesus. And he ac-
cepted it in this manner, and invited them to his stopping
place; as it was about four o’clock in the afternoon they re-
mained with him the remainder of the day, and we may well
imagine what the Evangelist has not recorded respecting the
pleasure and profit which came to them during these hours of
intercourse. As a result they were convinced of Jesus’ Mes-
giahship—their own intercourse with him tending to corrob-
orate John’s testimony. And thus it is with all who of a true
heart seek to know of God’s appointed way; not only are they
kindly received by the Lord, but the very opportunities for
knowledge, fellowship and communion which they desire are
granted to them.

Andrew was one of these two disciples of John, and altho
the other is not definitely mentioned it is the general supposi-
tion that it was the Apostle John himself, who seems to have
been of a very modest disposition, quite unwilling to make his
own name very prominent in his writings. Thus on other occa-
sions he mentions himself not by name, but as “that disciple
whom Jesus loved.”—John 13:23; 19-26.

Andrew and John both had brothers, and the implication
of the Greek text seems to be that both at once sought their
hrothers, to bring them to the Lord, but that “Andrew first
findeth his own brother Simon,” and it may be surmised that
John through modesty neglected here to mention that he also
found his brother James, and brought him to the Lord. This
is a good illustration of the proper course for those who have
found the Lord—they should at once begin to think of their
brethren, friends, neighbors, and should carry the good tidings
to them as quickly as possible. It was quite proper that these

WATCH TOWER

(39-40)

disciples did not follow the course that some are inclined to
follow today, vtz., to seek to learn of the Master all that he
would communicate, and then go torth and pose as wise ones
amongst their friends, giving them the information they had
received in drblets, and avoiding the mention of Jesus as the
Father’s channel of communication of the truth to them.
Properly, they investigated privately to an extent sufficient
to justify their confidence, and then immediately began to tell
the good tidings to their friends. So each one who has found
the Lord should seek to make him known to others; and more
than this, like Andrew, we should not only seek to acquaint
our friends with the fact, hut <hould seek to bring them to the
Lord for personal contact with him—such spiritual contact
that they may see him with the eye of faith, and hear him
with the ear of faith, that they may know him, whom to know
is life eternal. Too many take a different course, and are sat-
isfied merely to tell the good news to their friends without
bringing them through faith and consecration into contact with
the Lord. Let us more and more learn the right way to serve
our friends. Let us learn that knowledge is valueless except
as it suecceeds in bringing the hearer into faith contact with
the Saviour.

When Peter was brought to the Lord. “Jesus looked upon
him,” or as we might express it. “read him through and
through,” and then said, Your present name js Simon. and
you are the son of John. but vou shall be called Cephas—
Hebrew for Peter (Greek, petios, a stone). This may bhe un-
derstood as a kind of prophecy on our Lord’s part respecting a
great change in Peter’s character Peter was naturally very
impulsive—mnot sufficiently <olid. too casily earried about; and
vet our Lord evidenily saw in him sterling qualities of heart,
honesty. sincerity of purpose; and knowing the influence which
his teachings and the holy Spirit would exercise upon such
a character, he foretold a change which would make of Peter
one of the staunchest and most substantial of his corps of
disciples. This prophecv of change was implied in the new
name given him, signifyinz soliditv—a stone—whereas his pre-
vious name, Simon, signified a listener.

Although Peter was the onlv one of the twelve whose name
was thus changed. we may readilv suppose that the characters
of all were considerably changed. under the influence of the
great Teacher and of the holy Spirit. which came upon them
at Pentecost. And so it is with all who bhecome the Lord’s
disciples: to enter the school of Christ and to remain there
means, as the Apostle expresses it. that we will he “trans-
formed by the renewing of our mind<.” And the Lord promises
all such that they shall have “a new name,” expressive of the
new character, hut which no man can appreciate except those
who receive it—the name of Christ —Rev 2:17.

In the case of Philip. the order of procedure was reversed,
and instead of his coming to the Lord, as did the first two,
and instead of his heing brought to the Lord, as in the case
of Peter and probably James, the Lord, on the contrary, “found
him” or approached him on the subject, inviting him to be-
come one of his disciples. This shows us the diversity of divine
operation in respect to those who are ready for the truth. It
may reach them in one way or in another. but all who are
ready for it we may be sure will be brought in contact with
Messiah—drawn of the Father. We are not to question that
Philip had been previously under divine preparation and drawn
into a condition of heart ready to receive Jesus, else he would
not have become his follower when invited.

Philip was doubtless acquainted with Andrew and Peter,
gince they were of the same city, and like Andrew he seems to
have thought at once of telling the good tidings to another,
and he remembered his friend Nathaniel, whom he knew to be
God-fearing, and living in expectation of the fulfilment of the
divine promise of the Messiah, We note with pleasure the
directness of his presentation of the subject, “We have found
him of whom Moses in the law [in the Pentateuch, the first
five books of the Old Testament] and the Prophets did write,
Jesus of Nazareth.” He did not attempt to interest Nathanicl
merely with the prospeet of joint-heirship in the kingdom,
though that of course would be implied indirectly; but he drew
attention to our Lord’s person. And his language shows that
he was not 2 mere enthusiast, but that he had been making a
study of the fact that Messiah had heen de<cribed by Moses
and the prophets, and that he had evidently been endeavoring,
to the best of his ability, to test our Lord’s title by those
predictions and had found satisfactory evidence that Jesus was
indced the Christ, the Sent of God. So it should be with all
of us when we attempt to present the messane of Christ to the
attention of others. We <hould have the promises of God and
their fulfilment in mind; and these should be our argument.
It is not calling attention to Christ, nor at all following the
example of Philip, to assail men with threats of eternal tor-
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ment, and to wmge them to join some human ~ociety ealled o
church: nor is it following Philip’s example to present as
inducements the prospect of financial and social prosperity
through church affiliations.  On the contrary, the message 1o
be delivered is respeeting our Lord, and that he is the Deliverer
whom the Father has <ent. and that whoever would have the
I'ather’s fellowship and blessing must come to Messiuh and in
him find the wisdom of God and the mercy of God unto <al-
vation.

Nathaniel 1~ commonly understood to he another name for
Bartholemew, and he probably, like the others, had heen m
attendance at Johw’s micsion. We may 1cadily suppose that
John's work not only attracted to him the <ocial outcasts of
farael. seeking a hife of reformation, hut that it drew to him
also certain colaborers mm the work. who were known a< hs
“diseiples,” and who assisted him in administering baptism
to those who came as repentant sinners, (John 4:1, 2) This
otters another suggestion respecting these Israelites indeed,
who were of John's company. and were thus introduced earliest
to Jesus, and were rewdy to hecome his disciple-: their fidelhity
to 1ighteou-ness. and their endeavor to serve the Loird accord-
e to the best of their ability, led diteetly to their more inti-
mate association with Je<us and his service.  So doubtless we
will find it today. that some who are engaged 1n woirks of re-
torm from proper motives are specially prepared for deeper
truths., and graunder privileges in connection with the present
harvest work, and we should he willing to put ourselves in the
way ot such, arter the example of our Lord with these his first
di~erples

Nathaniel seems to have been rather of the incredulous
type of mind: he was fearful that his friend Philip was heing
deceived by an impostor, and he began to offer objections.
Nazareth atself was noted as bemng rather a fanatical city:
hesides, no doubt Nathantel had in mind the deelaration of the
prophet respecting Bethlehem as the city that would be hon-
ored as Messial's birthplace. and so he inqurved. Ts it rea-
~onahle tor us to expect that any great good would come from
Nazineth” Is there any Seripture to that effect” He was of
comse wnorant of the fact that our Tord was born in Beth-
lehem. and taken as an mfant to the home of Joseph in
Nazareth,  His guestion, and the reasonmg which it implies.
were evidently very proper. But as we note Thilip’s replyv.
we are tull of admiration for its simphaty and wisdom. Tle
did not attempt to explam matter<s which are diflicult to be
understood. and which had not yet been explained to him: nor
did he waver o his faith because of this suggestion of douht.
On the contrary he said. “Come and ~ce ™ when you have seen
¢he man, and have heard him as 1 have, no doubt will remain
m your mind that he is no ordinary man, and that he is all
he «laimz to he
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It wounld be well if all of the Lord’s dear followers would
learn well a proper, simple directness of approach on religious
~ubjects, exemplified hy Philip’s words to Nathaniel: and also
they should learn mot to attempt to take the Master's place,
but to bring all true Israelites direct to him, as the Teacher,
the explainer of the obscure featuies connected with himself
and his work. Matters often look differently on the outside
from what they appear on the inside, as faith and greater
privilege display them. God has purposely arranged it <o that
those who look from the outside only see many inconsistencies,
mharmonies and undesirable features. while those who get to
view matters from the inside standpoint of faith can see
tiches of grace, heauty, harmony, divine workmanship. And
this exterior view is the one that naturally comes to all of us
hir<t, as 1t came to Nathanicl. and the proper coure to be
pursued 1~ that suggested hy Philip—come on the inside and
~ce how it looks; take the standpoint of faith in the divine
revelation, and from that standpoint note the grandeur of the
divine plan.

This same lesson i< pointedly illustrated by an anccdote
told hy Pastor Spurgeon. deccased, of 1 man who was invited
mto an orchard to eat ~ome of the fruit; he refused, for he
~aid that he had picked up some of the apples by the roadside
that fell from the trees. and they weile poor and bitter. The
owner replied those trees were placed there on puipose, <o that
had boys would not be attracted into the orchard 1o steal
“But.”” said he, “come inside. and there the apple. are deli-
dious.”  Thus it is with those who see Christianity only from
the exterior.  They see many mistepresentations of true re
ligion and true faith in prominent places, and even if they
be able to distinguish as between the tiue Christianity and 1ts
misreptesentation in churchianity, they are apt to <cc only
the <elf-denials. the erosses. the persecution for righteou-ness’
sake. ete.. and know nothing comparatively of the heavenly
peace and hlessing enjoyved hy those who have entered into
newness of life with Christ. who are <upported well by the
graciot~ promises of the divine Word and hy the fellowslup
of «pirit granted to them. which permits them to 1ejoice even
im tribulation and count their disadvantage< a~ but light afflic-
tions enduring but for & moment, when compared with their
higher joye. and their hopes that these shall he eternal

Let us leave this lesson with two thoughts <pecially clear
before our minds: (1) The importance of finding the Lord. and
not merely of gainmmg mformation about him. (2) The pro-
priety and importance of <ccking out the “brethren.” and of
hiringing them not merely to a knowledge of abstract truth.
but especially to the Tord, and to intimate communion and
fellowship with him.

THE KINGDOM ATTAINABLE ONLY BY A NEW BIRTH

Fee, 11.—Joun 3:1-18.

Nicodemus was evidently a good man. and “not far from
the kingdom™—not far from the attitude of heart necessary to
the attainment of the hingdom., He was a man of learning
and intluence. a prominent member of the chief seet of the
lew~. and one of the judges of their chief or Supreme Court,
the Sanhedrim.  His wealth, learning, ete.. gave him advan-
tages over many of the poor and unlearned, and yet they al<o
Lrought disadvantages, a~ our Lord on another occasion ex-
pressed it: “How hardly [with what difficulty] shall they that
have riches lof any kindj enter into the kingdom of God”
It would naturally he more difficult for a man of large in-
thience and social standing to receive instructions from Jesus,
and to hecome his follower, than for humble fishermen to do
so; pride, ~ocial caste, thought of what people would think
and say, ete, would all tend to hinder him. Tor these reasons,
as well as possibly with a hope to have a more quiet conver-
satton, Nicodemus visited Jesus by night—semi-zecretly.

Evidently he had been impressed by the teachings and the
miracles of our Lord, foo we find him ready to acknowledge
Jesus as a great Teacher <eut of God, although not ready to
confess him the Messiah.  Our Lord’s ministry. while com-
mending i to Nicodemus, was evidently a very different one
from what he had expected of Messiah. A< a Jew he of course
had the usual Jewish thought respecting the kingdom of God,
1z, that Tsrael was that kingdom. merely <horn of its power
by the Gentiles until Messiah should appear for its deliver-
ance and to subjugate all nationa hefore Tarael. that the Jewish
law might hecome the law of the world. going forth with power
trom Jerusalem. Nicodemus discerned the wide difference
between such hopes and the kind of a kingdom proclaimed by
Jesus and his diaeiples.  We mav reasonably infer. therefore
that his querie«, thongh not <tated. were along ihis line and

our Lord’s replies. quoted with greater detail. <o mtimate

It was with astonishment that Nicodemus heard from the
great Teacher that himself and others of the Jewish nation
could not pos<ibly enter the kingdom without heing born anewn
and naturally hiz mind ran to the natural hirth and he in-
quired how it wa< possible that a full-grown man could he
born over again. Such a question was desired by our Lord,
and gave opportunity for the explanation that the first hirth
which all experience, 1iz.. the birth of the flesh, by which
mankind is horn to human nature. and with a flesh body. is a
type, a figure, an illustration of a higher spiritual birth. to a
spiritual nature with a spirit body. “That which i~ born of
the flesh is flesh: that which is horn of the spirit, 15 spirit.”
As a man cannot see trees, houses, flowers, ete. not enter inte
the enjovment of these. until after he has been born of the
flesh. so likewise no one can cither see or enter into the heav
enly kingdom, except he he horn of the spirit. Tn other words, a
human heing can sce earthly things, hut only a heavenly or
spirit-born one can see and share in the heavenly thing~: and
the long promised kingdom of God., the Millennial age, for
which Tsrael was waiting. is to be a spiritual kingdom and not.
an eartitly one. composed of <pirit heings and not fle<h heings;
and only those horn of water and of the spirit would ever sce
or enter into that kingdom

The reference to water wa~ probahly suggested by some
question from Nicodemus, respecting John and hLi- baptism
unto repentance—whether or not this had anything {o do with
the new birth. Our Lord’s an<wer associates John's baptism
of water unto repentance with the spirit hegetting which hegan
at Pentecost, Repentance from sin was essential to the night
condition of heart which wonld prepare a Jew for transfer
from the earthly typieal kingdom, and make him ready for the
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hegetting of the holy Spirit through which, if obedient, he
would finally be born into the heavenly kingdom in “the first
resurrection.” This use of the word “born” as representing
resurrection iz a Scriptural one, for do we not read that our
Lord Jesus in his resurrection was “the first-born from the
dead”—"the first-born amongst many brethren’”—and was it
not in respect to these “brethren” who would with him be
sharers in the kingdom that he addressed Nicodemus?—Rom.
8:29; Col. 1:15. 18,

While we hold that this Seripture in its full, ultimate
meaning, relates to the first resurrection of the kingdom class
into kingdom power, glory, honor and immortality. we never-
theless concede that the word genao i~ sometimes rendered
begotten. We concede also that every one who is to be born
of the spirit in the first resurrection must first be begotten of
the spirit in the preseut life. We concede also that the new
life now hegun is frequently spoken of a~ though the new
creature were alreedy born by a figurative resurrection to new-
ness of life. “You hath he quickened [made alive, by a figura-
tive resurrection] who were dead in trespasses and s~ins.” But
these partial and figurative uses of the words “alive” and
“resurrection” and **horn” should not be permitted to discount
our thought respecting the realhities and powers and glories
which can be attained only by a share in the actual first resur-
rection—*‘born from the dead.”

While Jesus was talking with Nicodemus quite probably
the wind whistled through the apartment in which they were
sitting. rattling the doors, etc., and Jesus seized upon this as
a good illustration by which to convey to the mind of Nico-
demus the difference between human beings and spirit beings.
and te give him a clearer conception of the nature and powerx
of the class who would compose the spiritual kingdom when
set up in power and great glory. He said, The wind blows
where it please<: you hear its sound, but cannot know whence
it come~ nor whither it goes; and so it will be with those
horn of the spirit—all inheritors of the heavenly kingdom:
they will he a< invisible and can go and come as the wind.
and men in the flesh will be unable to see them, as they are
unable to «ee the wind. though they will be everywhere present
and mtluential, a< 15 the wind.

Nicodemus was astounded at the thought that the kingdom
of God would be so different from what himself and others
had expected. All thi- <hould not have been so strange to
Nicodemus: he ~hould have remembered that the powers which
our Lord described as those which would belong to the spirit-
born clas< were the verv powers which in the past from time
to tume had heen manifested through holy angels, who being
sent on special mussions appeared <uddenly, and when theit
mission was accomplished, vanished just as suddenly, coming
and gomyg Like the wind—none knew whence or whither, Nico-
demus as a teacher of the Law, should have had these things
in mind. and our Lord rather reproves him for not grasping
the subject guickly: Are you. a teacher in Tsrael. ignorant
of these things® Ts it diffieult for you, who are acquainted
with the Law. to realize these teachings? 1 have heen telling
you only ~uch things as are known and to a considerable extent
have been demonstrated amongst men through the ministry of
angels, yet vou are unwilling to receive the testimony. How
could you expeet to believe, if I should proceed to explain to
you heavenly and spiritual things pertaining to that kingdom'
You surely would he unprepared for such information. Nor
would Nicodemus have been to blame for not understanding
spiritual thing< 1f our Lord had told of them; for only the
spirit-begotten can clearly gra-p and appreciate those things.
Our Lord was explaining to him that he must not expect a
comprehension of such things at that time, but should merely
expect a partial understanding, sufficient. however, as a basis
of faith; clearer comprehension would come with the spirit
haptism at Pentecost. “The natural man receiveth not the
things of the -pirit of God, neither can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned. ... God hath revealed them
unto us [spirit-hegotten ones] by his Spirit” (1 Cor. 2:14. 10).
and we may enter into the realities when born from the dead
in his likeness.

Continuing, our Lord reminded Nicodemus that no man had
ever ascended into heaven [none had ever been there, or seen
heavenly things] except he himself, who had come down from
the heavenly condition to the earthly condition—even the Son
of Man.* Although aside from the main line of this lesson.
it is not amiss that we here note the harmony of our Lord’s
words with the words of the Apostle Peter in his diwcourse on
the dsy of Pertecost, “David is not ascended into the heavens.”
{Acts 2:34) Al the testimonies of the Scriptures are in har-
mony on this subject. although opposed by nearly all unin-

* Oldest Greek MSS. omit the words, “zweliich is tnh heazen”
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spired writers, heathen as well as Christian. who foliow the
traditions of men mstead of giving heed to the ~ure Word ot
Gzod

Having thus answered Nicodemu<’ questions to the very
limit of possibility at the time, our Loird turned the subject,
and hy way of showing the grand basis for this spiritual king
dom, and that he himself could not enter into that kingdom
while still in the flesh (1 Cor. 15:50). but that he must al«o
be *changed™ to spirit conditions by resurrection, he points
out his coming ignominious death, and how it was illustrated
and typified by Moses and the hrazen serpent in the wilder-
ness, The whole world i~ bitten hy the fiery serpent of sin.
The whole world is dying, and it was peedful that our lLord
Jesu~ should be lifted up as a <in-offering on hehalf of the
world, that he might subsequently be lifted up in glory, and
i order that having thus paid the penalty for all. eternal
life might he offered to all—"that whosoever believeth in him
<hould not perish, but have everlasting life.”

In passing the point, let ns notice that our Lord said not
a word respecting any danger of the world going into eternal
torment, nor did he utter a word respecting the salvation of
any in ignorance  His declaration wa~ that the world was
pentshing, and that the only way in which they could obtain
eternal life at all would be through believing in him. So then
to all who are willing to take the simple statement of God's
Word, it 1< clear enough that the wicked who reject the Lord
cannot have eternal life, and hence could not spend an eternity
in misery. because without life there can be no feeling—with-
out life they are perished. It i< clear enough also that who
ever shall he saved in this age or in the age to come mu-t be
saved by beliering in Jesus, and cannot he ~aved thhough 1gnor-
ance. according to this Gospel. which 15 the only authorized
one

Then our Lord gave Nicodemu- a brret statement or why
the Heavenly Father has provided the hlessing which he had
been deseribing—the kingdom, and the lifting up or sacuifice
of the Son of Man a~ a prerequisite.  The 1cason is God's sym-
pathetic love for humanity. He beheld that although mankind
were <harers in father Adam’s -entence of death, yet many
amongst them would. if granted an opportunity, gladly accept
the divine arrangement. and come back into at-one-ment with
their God, and rejoice to abide in his favor and to do his wtil
On this account God had sympathy for mankind, and prepaied
a great plan of salvation, of which the first coming of Jesus
in the flesh as a sacrifice for sing waw the first step o1 mam-
festation.  “God so loved the world that he gave his only
hegotten Son [to hvmiliation and <acrifice in death]. that who-
<oever believeth in him <hould not perish, hut have [obtain}
everlasting life ™ Tt has been «aid by some one that this 16th
verse is the golden verse of the Bible, contaimnmg more than
any other one a condensed «tatement of the Gospel  Luther
alled this verse “the little Gospel.” o1 “the little Bible

Perhaps in answer to another question, or perhaps merely
as a part of the further discourse to Nicodemus, omr Lord
next explained to him that God’s object in <ending his Son
into the world was not to have the world condemned, tor the
world was already condemned, sharing with Adanf the original
condemnation or ~entence of death. On the contrary. God =~ent
his Son to save the world—fo recover mankind from that
seatence or condemnation. This 1< in harmony with anotha
statement of Seripture which declares of helievers that * There
is now . no condemnation {o them that are in Clnist
Jesus.”  (Rom. 8:1), vet only helievers have thuw escaped.
all the remainder of the world ave «till under wrath, “childien
of wrath.”” and there is no other way of escape except through
Christ, for “There 15 no other name given under heaven o1
among men whereby we must be saved.”

The 18th verse is in harmony with thi< thought. that be-
lievers escape the condemnation that is on the world. hut that
those who do not accept of Christ remain wnder the condem-
nation already upon them at hirth. as Adam’~s heirs. Neve:-
theless, as is declared in the 19th verse, the condemnation al
ready upon men is justified hy their course, if after seeing the
light they do not love it. but rejeet it. and fight against it.
However, we are to remember in this connection the Apostle’s
declaration that manv in the pre-ent time see only in part,
the god of this world hlinding them more or les~ completely.
(2 Cor. 4:4) And we rejoice in the assurance of the -~ame
Apostle (John 1:9) that Jesus iv the true Light. which ulti-
mately, in the kingdom, <hall be a great Sun of Righteon<ness,
with healing in his beams, which shall shed forth light and
knowledge to every member of the human family during his
Millennial reign; <o that all shall have the fullest opportunity
of ceasing to be “children of wrath,” and of escaping the con-
demnation that i« on them throuch Adam’s disohedience, and
of roming back through the Mediator, during the times of
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restitution, to all the good things lost through sin.—Acts
3-19-21,

While our Lord in his discourse to Nicodemus dealt only
with the new birth of “the church which 1s s body,” and
which with him, born of the <pirit. shall constitute the heav-
enly kingdom that <hall ble<s the world, he nevertheless else-
where intimates that the r1estitution blessings which shall come
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to mankind will be also after the nature of a new birth, though
not a birth to spiritual conditions. Speaking to his disciples
of the Millennial kingdom, when they should sit with him in
his throne—the times of restitution—he calls that Millennial
age and work segencration—Greek, palingenesia. (Matt. 19:
28) This i not the same word rendered ‘“born again,” but
s1gnifies more nearly restitution, restoration or renovation.

NOTHING TO DRAW WITH AND THE WELL IS DEEP

FeB. 18.—Joux 4:5-26.
“God 15 a Spirit, and they that worship ham must worship him m sputt and i truth”

Samaria was the name of a stretch of country lying be-
tween Judea and Galilee: we might call 1t a county and say
that 1ts cluet city, ot the same name, was 1ts county seat. Its
inhobitants were known as Samaritans, and the Jews, while
dealing with them coramercially, would have no ntercourse
with them woaally and religiously, hut treated them in every
1espect as they treated Gentiies 1n general, as being out-ide
of divine favor. “aliens and «trangeis to the commonwealth
of Israel. withour God, and having no hope in the world.”
(Eph 2 12) The ancestors of these Samaritans were Gentiles,
and were transported to Samaria centuries hefore, as the Is-
raclites were transported to Babylon. by Nebuchadnezzar. (2
Kiney 17.24-11)  Thewe Gentiles, through contact with the
Jews, and through intermarriage with certain renegade Jews,
obtained a smattering of knowledge of the Jewish hopes and
worship, combining those to ome extent with false 1deas of
their own  As a people they are deserthed hy the Apostle’s
words ay feeling after Cod, 1f haply they might find him
(Acts 17:27) But the time had not vet come for God to reveal
himeelf to the world, or m any <ense of the woid to accept
Gentrles  thus far all divine tavor had heen concentiated upon
Isracl, the <ced of Abrahom and upon only such of thowe as
maintamed their covenart relationship hy eircumersion; hence
the Jew. were right 1m not acknowledging the Samaritans, and
in having no dealings with them religiously, nor intermarrying
with them socially  This wac not a matter of bigotry, but of
divine regulation and prohibition.—Deut. 7:1-6.

Tt will he 1emembered that our Lord distinetly set the seal
of his approval to this conr-e. when <ending forth his disciples
to declare the kingdom of Geod at hand. He said to them, “Go
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the
Samaritans enter ye not;: for T am not sent save to the lost
sheep of the “house of Isiacl”” We remember, too, the city
of the Samaritans concerning which the Apostles James and
John said, “Lord, wilt thou that we command fire from heaven,
to consume them?” Ton whom Jesus answered, “Ye know not
what <pirit ye are of The Son of Man is not come to destroy
men’s lives, but to save them.” Nevertheless, we remember
that Jecus would not perform his miracles in healing the
Samaritan sick, and that it was for this reason that the Sa-
maiitans resented and would not receive him, or permit him
to pass through theiv city on lis journey.—Luke 9:51-56

It was during one of these numerous journeys from Judah
through Swumnatia, en route to Galilee, that our Lord, wearied
from the exhaustion of pmeaching and from the further ex-
hau<tion of his vitality in healing the sick, and from jour-
neyving. rested at Jacoh’s well. while his disciples turned aside
to a village to purchase provisione,

Jacob’s well had a great reputation throughout that region,
beeause of the purity of ils waters; that heine a limestone
country most of the water found was hrackish, hut Jacob's
well, sunk to a depth of over a hundied feet, and about eight
feet 1n diameter, struel a erevice in the rock, which yielded
a large supply of desirable water. We arve to remember, too,
the searcity of water in that part of the countrv, e<pecially
at some sea~ens of the vear, which accounts for the fact that
the Samaritan woman of our lesson had quite a distance to
come to ohtiin her supply at this good and never failing well-
spring.  Wlen she anived, Jesus. who was <ittine on the curb
of the well, resting. was at once recoenized by her as a Jew,
and ~he wns at once recoguized hy him as a Samaritan, not
merely by faeial lincomerts, but also by distinetive features
of dress—the Jows baving a wlhite fringe on their garments,
while the Samaritans used hiue.

For a Jew to make a request, to ask a courlesv, of a Sa-
maritan, was unusnal. and conwequently when Jesus asked for
a drink of the water the woman was drawing she was aston-
ished enonuh to 1nquire how it eame that he, a Jew. would
make «uch a request of her a Samaritan, and her question has
in it the element of boldnesa. which is explained later on bv
her acknowledgment that she was not a virtuous woman. All
this, however, makes it the more remarkable that our Lord
would condescend to have any intercourse with her. There

15> a lesson 1n this, however. along the Line of the Apostle’s
words. “Condescend to men of low estate.” We cannot avoid
suppo~ing thit the reason why many Christian people would
utterly di~dain to speak to such a woman is that they have
alino~t uncons~ciously to themselves imbibed the spirit of their
rehgrons teachings, which would declare that God would so
whonunate such a person that he would deliver her over to the
dcvile to be eternally tormented, as soon as she came into his
hands at death. They 1eason, almost unconsciously, that one
~0 despised ot the Loid should he <hunned and spurncd by
hnumamty, They need a clearer knowledge of the divine Word
respecting God s attitude toward <inneis, his unwillingness
that wuy ~hould perish, and his provision that the wilfully
wicked, who reject all his mercies, shall not he tormented. but
be blotted out of exastence (2 Pet. 3:9: Acts 3:23) True
views ot the divine character and plan are very helpful to
God’~ people in shaping their com~e propeily.

iad there been a company of Jews to whom the Lord
could have talked at this time, we are hound to ~uppo-e that
Iiis energies would have heen expended on their hohalf, to the
neglect of the disieputable Samaritan: hut there hemg none
of the “cluldren” to be “fed” at the time, he let some of the
aumbs of knowledge and blessing fall to the Samaritan-. who,
like the Gentiles. were not “children,” but in compirison were
“dog~.” (See Matt. 15 27) Our Loid’s course here 1 an
instruction for lns followers, an illustration of the Apostle’s
words that we should “do good unto all men as we hare oppor-
tunity, e~pecially to the hou-ehold of faith.” Further. it illus-
tiates our Lord’s own declaration, that 1t was hic meat and
drink to do the Father's will, to he cngaged in the Father’s
business. Although he was weary. and knew that further
talking would interfere with his rest and refreshment. Le was
readyv to sacrifice his own convenience that he mght he helpful
to another, even to a social outcast. So the Apo-tle exhorts
all of the Lord’s people to be “instant in season and out of
season,” in preaching to willing ears.

There was wisdom in our Lord's method of introducing
himself to the woman. He made a request that would not be
difficult for her to comply with. and at the same time he laid
himself under obligation to her: and experience shows that
this is one of the best methods of approaching all—condescen-
sion and an expression of confidence in their gencrosity, with
the implication which it gives of willingness to return the
favor in some manner.

Not heeding the rudeness of the woman’s replv io his re-
que-t, our Lord proceeded to teach a lesson respecting the
grace of God. using the good water of Jacol’s deep well as an
illustration, telling the woman that if she understood the
privilegze she enjoved she in turn would be asking him for
“living water”—flowing water, not stagnant, always fresh.
She perceived that there was some deep meaning to our Lord’s
words. He could not refer to Jacob’s well, for he had no
leather hucket and cord with which to draw from it; hence
her inquiry. Whence hast thou living water? Father Jacob
provided this well, and knew of no better water for himself
and family. Are vou able to provide better water than this?
Are you greater than he? Our Lord then led another step in
the exposition of spiritual things, assuring her that the water
which he had to give was of a different kind; that it would
not only satisfy thirst for the time being, hut would be a con-
tinual well-apring within. ever giving satisfaction,

Water, living water, pure water, is a wonderful symbol,
very expressive to everyone: and thirst is another. Thirst is
desire. ¢ravine longing. Physical thirst is said to be much
more painful than physical huneer The latter loses its powers
gradually in weakness, but thirst continues and intensifies
hourly until the very last breath. Water is that which
quenches, which satisfies this demand of nature- and so there
is also a soul-thirst and a water of life which alone ecan
satisfv it.

Everv ambition and desire iz a thirst. A man’s greatness,
his individuality, is measured (1) by the number of his thirsts
or desires; (2) by the character or quality of those thirsts or
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desires, (3) by the capacity and intensity of those thirsts
or desires. And true education is the instructor of men as
respects proper and improper desires, or thirsts: and respect-
ing which should be gratified, and how to do so most wisely.
He who has no desires has nothing to satisfy, and is practi-
cally a nonentity. The lesson of life is not that we should be
without desires and plenty of them, but that these desires
should be transformed from sinful desires to righteous desires,
from sinful cravings to holy cravings. Thus the followers of
the Lord are to hunger and thirst after righteousness, and are
to be filled—satisfied—not by losing their desires, but by real-
izing them—by appropriating the Lord’s provision, which 1s
abundant and continuous, satisfying all proper longings. Im-
proper longings are {o be resisted, controlled, rooted out. while
proper longings are to he built up, cultivated, to be supplied
and to be enjoyed forever.

This satisfying water of life can he obtained from no other
source than our Redeemer, and all who have received it well
know it and can never be sufficiently thankful for it; for in
it they have the peace of God which passeth all understanding
ruling in their hearts. Instead of thirst for honor amonygst
men, they have the thirst for fellowship and honor with the
Heavenly Father and the Redeemer. Instead of a thirst for
earthly wealth, their transformed desires now thirst for heav-
enly treasures. Instead of thirst for sensual pleasures, their
desires are transformed so that their chiefest joys and desires
are for spiritual pleasures. And all these thirsts are abun-
dantlv and continually satisfied through the refreshment of
the Word of Truth. and the holy Spirit of the truth—the water
of life. which is communicated to us by our Redeemer, and is
in each one a perennial living fountain.

Of course the Saumaritan woman did not grasp the meaning
of our Lord’s words, nor could we, under the same circum-
stances. for we are to remember that the well from which our
Lord gives us to drink i< deep, and that neither the Samaritan
woman nor we have anything to draw with. We, however,
livine under the new dispensation of the holy Spirit. have been
abundantly supplied, for, as the Apostle declares. “The spirit
searcheth all things, vea, the decp things of God. . .. That
we might know [appreciate, be satisfied with] the things that
are freely given unfo us of God.”—1 Cor, 2:10, 12,

Our Lord did not answer the woman’s request for the true
water of life, (1) because the time for bestowing the holy
Spirit of the truth had not yet come, and did not come until
after the great <acrifice at Calvary—until Pentecost. (2)
Because she was a Samaritan, and as such could not receive
divine favor and the holy Spirit until the appointed time,
which was not until the door of favor would be open to all
Gentile~—not until three and a half years after Pentecost:
nevertheless the woman’s interest and faith and the faith of
her townsmen seem to indieate an honesty of heart pleasing
to the Lord, on account of which he let fall to them some
“erumbs” of comforting truth which may have prepared them
for the Gospel when later it was fully opened to them and to
all Gentiles, (3) Because the woman was not vet in the con-
dition of heart to receive the water of life. It was unnecessary
to explain to the woman the first two reasons, since the last
was a barrier which she could more readily understand. and
hence our Lord called her attention to the fact that she was
living in sin. She perceived that he was gifted with a pro-
phetic insight which permitted him a stranger to know of her
sinful course of life, without asking.

It may be queried why our Lord would thus confer with a
woman unprepared to receive the blessings he had to give, and
one to whom he conld not have given the blessing then, even
if she had been prepared. The answer is (1) that he was mak-
ing use of an opportunity to its fullest possible advantage;
(2} that despite her sinful course of life the Lord saw traits
of honesty in the woman’s character, evidenced from the nar-
rative: (3) he micht reasonablv hope that the influence of
thi« discourse might tend toward righteousness and toward a
true thirst for the water of life. which six yeirs later, under
the general preaching of the Gospel (without restriction to the
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Jews) might bring some of these Samaritans to a realization
of the fact that the well of the water of life is deep, that they
had nothing wherewith to draw, and that if they would have
this satisfying poition they must receive it as a gift from him
who laid down his life that he might have the privilege of
supplying the water of life to whosoever wills. Aad should
the poor Samaritan woman never have come under the in-
fluence of the Gospel. with an opportunity to drink of the
water of life, we have the assurance of the divine Word that
surh an cpportunity will be granted to her in the future,
together with all who do not now have an opportunity.

We praise the Lord for the information afforded us in his
Word, that although the water of life is now given individ-
ually, and enjoyed only by the “elect,” ‘“even as many as the
Lord our God shall call,” yet the time is coming that it shall
no longer bo thus a well of water springing up within the
Lord’s people, but during the Millennial age will be a river of
water ot life, broad and full and clear as crystal, flowing out
from the throne of God and of the Lamh. and of the bride
the Lamb’s wife and joint-heir, to all the families of the earth:
and that then there will not only be trees of life. whose leaves
will be for the healing, restitution, of the nations but that the
Spirit and the bride (then glorified) shall say, Clome and he
that hewreth may say, Come. and whosoever will may come
and have the water of life freely.—Rev. 22:17,

The Samaritan woman seemed anxious to avoid any dis-
cussion ot her own character and life, and skilfully turned the
question to a theological one—whether the Jews or the Sa-
maritans were right in their different views respecting divine
worship and its proper place. And in this we see that human
nature is much the same today. Men and women of today
would rather discuss theological problems and denominational
controversies, than turn their glance inward, and note the
inconsistencies of their own lives. with a desire to reform them.
Nor did our Lord too closely press the moral question he had
so promptly touched and to some extent made sensitive. and
his course in this should be a lesson to his followers. It is
sufficient that attention be called to a wrong, and often this is
more efficacious than if they he teased and angered, and put on
the defensive, by disrespectful “nagging.”

Our Lord summed up in few words a great lesson respecting
the proper worship of God. He told the woman most point-
edly that the Samaritans had neither part nor lot in the
matter, and worshiped they knew not what, while the Jews,
on the contrary, were following the divine instruction. Never-
theless, he pointed to the fact that a great dispensational change
was imminent, in which all distinctions and barriers of place
and manner would pass away, and that under the new dispen-
sation of this Gospel age any and all having ears to hear and
eyes to see God’s grace would be permitted to worship God
anywhere, but only in spirit (with the heart. sincerelv). and
in truth, in harmony with the divine arrangement, in the true
way—through Christ, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life,
and by whom alone there is access to the Father—the Messiah,
the procurer and dispenser of the water of life,

An Oriental fable tells of a fountain whose waters were
infused with a peculiar power, so that wherever a drop of this
water fell on a barren plain it caused a new fountain to gush
forth, so that provided with this water the traveler might pass
through any desert, however wide or dry, and be always re-
freshed.

“Wild and fanciful the legend: yet may not meanings high,
Visions of better thinga to come, within its shadow lie?
Tvpe of a better fountain, to mortals now unsealed,

The full, free salvation of Christ our Lord revealed!'

“Beneath the eross those waters lie, and he who finds them
there,

All through the wilderness of life the living stream may bear;

And blessings follow in his steps, until where’er he goes

The moral wastes begin to bud, and blossom as the rose!”

THE MEMORIAL SUPPER

The anniver<ary of our Loid’s death reckoned according to
Jewish calendar will this year he April 13 at 3 p. M.—conse-
quently the celebration of the Memorial Supper will be on the

Gethsemane can I forget”
Or there thy conflict see,
Thine agony and bloody sweat,
And not remember thee?

previous evening, April 12, after six o’clock p M. We make
this early aunnouncement for the sake of friends afar off.
Further statements and local announcements later.

When to the cross I turn mine eyes,
And rest on Calvary,

O Lamb of God, my Sacrifice.
I must remember thee.
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INTERESTING LETTERS

Drar BroTHER RUSSELL:—A few days since dear Brother
Norcott was 1 to call on me, and 1in the course of our conver.
satwon he mentioned you. and that he had often had a desire
to meet you 1n the flesh, but that it was quite improbable now.
He 1~ getting very feeble, and 1t is a great effort ior him to get
about much, but he is anxious to do all he possibly can. Some
time ago he felt a hittle hetter and took his horse and cart
and went out and sold nine Dawxs, He returned beaming with
joy that the Lord had so Llessed his work. It is hard for him
to write, and he wished me, some time when I would be wrltmg
to yon, to tell you of his great love for you as a brother in
(hii~t. and his watefuln(‘\s to you for all the interest you had
iaken an him \\]1110 he was in the colporteur work. He said
th(t doulties- you kncw of his love and prayers already, but
that ~ometimes it was strengthening to us if some of the
ethren came to us with a message of love, and he was sure
vor vonll appreciate the motive with whieh it was sent. Also
Tt be woas remembering yvou hefore the throne of favor, that
onr de ' \Tnetor would erant vou the needed grace to finish
the worlk hefore you, So T write this to you

An L 1y dear brother, T can also add that that is my own
viaver o vour hehwlfs T sometimes think we are too apt to
Tode o love and vot evpress it as we should, and thus others
mev come Lo feel that we do not love them. May the dear
1o1d bless vou abundantly, more than you are able to think.
We wisli to thank you for the strong nouri-hing food you have
been spreading before us in the TowIRs lately.

Your hrother, by the favor of the Lord,

W. E. VaxAnpUrci.—South Dakota.

[We cannot express in words our deep appreciation of the
love of the brethren so often expressed in their letters as above,
We as-ure these dear brethren and all that their love is most
heartily 1eoprocated. We love the hrethren and take pleasure
in Ivyimg down our life in therr sornco. We are glad to know
that you remember us and the Lord’s “harvest” work, which he
Las been pleased to eenter here in Allegheny, in your prayers.
If we mav judae trom the letters recenved, theusands of prayers
ascend daily on our behalf. We cannot tell you how deeply
wa appreaate this: it keeps us humble as we remember our
needs, and gt strongthens us as we rememhber the Lord’s suf-
ficicney and his willineness to pour out his blessings in answer
to your prayvers and o, These prayers and the divine power
to whick the v are attiehed are to our hearts a bulwark against
the mary Sitan-hlinded fees who beset you and ug contmually
because of our lovalty te the Tord ard his Word.

“Pray for the prace of Jerusalem:
They ~hall prosper that love thee”—Psa. 122:6.

Thewe words are as true of the Jerusalem the higher and
her ehildren of peace as of the earthly Jerusalem. Those who
are praving the Lov s blessing upon hi< cause are seeking to
serve 1t and arve proportion ety biessed. Tho<e who are indif-
ferent to the welfare of Zion and the Lord’s cause now, are
standing in a <bpperv place and are in great danger of falling,

Continue, dear brethren and <i~t=1~, to pray for us (1 Thes,
5:253; Heh, 13-18), and e assured that, as the Apostle Paul
said. we have a care for all the charches and for the scritered
theep, anedl continually bear you upen our heart before the
threne of Ve heavenly gvace, and wateh as well as pray for

vourr irteredds and welfare—=See feh, 13-17; 2 Cor, 11-28;
) Thes, ¥ 11 Phall 1.9, —Emror.1

D ok Brottg —Spirites] feasts, comforting, encourazing,
instrn tove ard edinvng, did all the wmeetings, condueted by our
dear Pibnime Biother, Trank DPraper. prove to be, and our
cnlv qooret je th ot his <oy with us was of neressitv so lim-
itel ST ot ev o lenaer than we hed hoped far The publice
e Cnos of vin howe B D taos ina nonsc Aarion chapel were
w1 o ed considotin e the melemeney of the weather, fully
v e e ent 4t ewh A an fnomediate rosult of one of
Poewe 0t g~ with pleasn e thet we announee af, least one party
s~ aprarerthy thor ekl aroused ond Leeuly interested, who
cr b < pposed prosent truth,

W e fa cratcfully thonk vou and thoee contributing
to tie ciomoat ot these Prlegim hrethiren, for the hlesced season
v coond cnd ocan heattily comroend ta oanv of the
Tore Wl of foath Brofher Draper o5 an able and loving ex-
neundor of e Word of (fod, dome indeed a noble work for the

can o of Trath as it is in Chricg Jewrs cur Redeemer, Exem-
plar ! Load in thus vicitine and exhorting to decper conse-
¢ration 1the hittle weattered groups,

T arv s of the honeficial natnre of the reeent conventions,
it Tt n mentionad that perhaps much gond would result
"ot sy watherirg at this place during the State Fair and

“hes 1tion vw‘f a1l and we were glad to learn through

T
Tooocteor 1Y 4t hie 1 of srieh a meetine wern alog entertained
-.*imm <} hv interested ones he had thus far met in Texaa,

Lrkan<n< and Tndian and Oklahoma Territories, and we there-
(47-48)
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fore take the liberty of mentioning the matter to you for
advisement. If so, a cordial, brotherly welcome awaits you
and other friends, who would be entertained to the extent of
our ability.

The Musical Towers ordered were promptly received and
used to advantage at meetings.

Our prayers are with you and we crave yours, to the effect
that we may be faithful overcomers, even unto death. Yours
in Christ, E. W. BRENNEISEN.—Texas.

Dear BrRoTHER RUSSELL:—I1 feel inclined to give you a
brief account of our Volunteer work, even though you may
hear from others concerning the same.

We put out about 450 of the booklets last Sunday evening.
I felt compelled to go out with the others, as I had been think-
ing of the letters in last Tower and of the DLlessed privilege
thus offered us of sharing in the blessing that surely comes
to those who do thus serve Him. 1 would urge all in every
place to take up this good work of serving God’s household
of faith (of whom there may be many yet in Babylon) with
this “meat in due season.”

By a singular coincident I went first to the M E. church,
where I was converted 25 years ago. The second hooklet T gave
out was to a young man who offered to pay for it. Upon
being assured that it was freely given to all Bible <tudents,
he still urged that I accept a dime and send it to the Tract
Society. which T will do quite soon,

A little boy came running down. asking me if T would give
him another one of those “llttle Bibles” for an old lady who
wanted it.

How true that “Obedience is better that sacrifice,” as it 1s
first, or preéminent, and surely involves the true and accept-
able sacrifice. How many we see. especially among the «i-ters
of the Roman Catholic svstem. and also foreion miscionaries
who are making great sacrifices, vet not according to a knowl-
edge of his plan, and consequently misdirected.

Jesus said, “My sheep hear (obey) my voice”
to obey God rather than men.” T firmly helieve that all are
doine this, who engage in the harvest woik, which i~ evi-
dently under the guidance of the Chief Reaper.

The church here has been greatly benefited by the publica-
tion of the Washinaton and Boston letters in last Towik  This
is clearly discernable in the inereased zeal of all for the work,
May we not reasonably hope that the increase of zeal here and
in other places may he prophetic of a larger work during the
coming vear?

’\L«v our heavenly Father bless the work to the glory of
his name, and preserve us all with you unto the establishment
of his kingdom! Yours in the hope of the high calling.

Mgs. C. A. Owi N.—Tndiana.

[Two letlers have heen received from «<i<ters in Chrit who
are mothers. who are surprised at our advice to Hugo Kuehn
mn the January 1st WarcH TowrR. One is ﬂlrpll%‘d that we
woulldl approve of anything that wonld bring the hoy into
touch with sectarianism; the other wonders whether or not
&1l bhoys’ clubs under church auspices are of the kind known
to her, and if so she wonders very much that we could adviwe
hovs who are seeking to walk in the footsteps of Jewns to
have anvthing to do with them. She savs that in addition to
the gvmnacsium for physical culture, they have cigars, ciear
ettes, hilliards, boxing gloves, ete., all caleulated to lead a boy
far from the narrow way of true disciple<hip

We certainly did not suppose that the basements of churelies
were used in such a manner, nor can we yet think that thi-
is the usual custom; it would seem too extreme to he general.
We hope that those known to this sister are rare Uu'eptions
We ascuredly would advise all boys who seek to walk in the
footsteps of our Lord to shun all such places, and rather to
do withont the gymnastic exercises, if they could only be ob-

tained under such conditions.

Our thought, in answering Hugo’s question, was that the
hoys’ elubs were merely lecture and recreation guilds, entirely
harmless and at the same time profitable, and that the only
guestion was whether or not its association with a nominal
church sy<tem should properly separate from it those who
sought to please the Lord. Our answer was along these lines,
and we still think that a wide distinetion should be observed
as belween joining a church, being bound with a misrepresent-
ing creed, ete. and joining a boys’ club without creed or other
bondage except as respects good morals, and not for religious
purposes, but merely for cobperation in obtammg the privileges
of the lecture course and the use of the gvmnaqmm at a mod-
erate expense. To mingle with moral boys in this way is, in
our judgment, merelv a business transaction. and the same
rules which would hinder a boy from thus associating with
other hoys in a moral and creedless club would similarly hin-
dor the Christian father of the boy from dealing in any kind

“Woe omneht
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