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THE LOST KEY OF KNOWLEDGE

THEOLOGIANS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE !

THEIR CONFUSION AT HAND!

w

"Wor unto Ef" Doctors of the Low, becanse ye have

taken awey the Key of Knowledge: yos emicred not

selvoes, and those approoching yow hindercd."—
11:52

We are living in a pre-eminently practical day, when

results are sought rather than docirines. Indeed, in

but few Christian pulpits are doctrines ever considered

Doctrinal preaching is
besnn reploced largely by what is

cheolete, and has
termmed practical pri::u:‘hix—-g.l In other words, the
preaching of good works has taken the place of the

doctrines preached by Jesns and the apostles, The rea-
saon of this is not far to seck : talented ‘men, able oncs
of all denominations, in the pulpit and in the pew, are
heartily ashamed of the doctrines confessed in their
creeds. The preachers, therefore, are glad enough to
let these alone, hoping that their congregations will for-
them, and especally that they will not ask them
tronblesome questions respecting them.
5 & result we have throughout the civilized world
the Jews bad at the first advent of
our Lord—namely, a form of godliness without the
power, Our Lord's discourses and parables continually
bore witness to the tact that the jews of nis day,
etpecially the prominent ones, were outwardly pious,
=zealous for God's Law, but imwardly ravenous wolves
and full of all manner of corruption, Our Lord up-
braided the leaders for their lang prayers end affecta-
tions of plety, which were entively contradicted by ther

"

conduct in daily life; their selfishness, which would lead -

them to take advantage of the widow, to grasp for prop-
erty, ond which would bind heavy burdens of Law
observance upon the weak and the poor, to their dis-
couragement. (ur Lord declared to them bow they
had made the divine Law u{md’m:hm:ythﬂr
trad itions—more than this, had made God and his Law
ablinsrent to the poor and the ignorant by exaggera-
tion. For instance, the Law of the Sabbath was cx-
apgerated and is still exaggerated in the Talmud, which
teaches that to rub wheat between the hands and to
blow away the chaff in order to eat the kernels would

—

be unlawlul, a violation of the Sabbath Day, because.

it would be threshing and winnowing on 2 smull scale
Similarly, to hunt @ flea would be a violation of the
Satbath Law, because it would be hunting on a small

scale.
Taking Awsg the EKep

Thus did the Doctors of the Law in Jesus' day, by
the sobstitution of traditions Instead of the divine
Word, misrepresent the character of God and turn the
attention of the people from him. Thus did they take
away the “Key of Knowledge,” for the “reverence of
the Lord is the begimning of knowledge" Note our
Lord's words, "This is lfe eternal, that they might
“know thee, the only troe God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thow hast sent” (John 17:3} In a word, God's
creatures need to know him well and truly in order to
appreciate him and in order to have confidence in his
graciots promises. Such a kmowledge Is necessary to a

L]

- upen this peopls to the nttermost,

true worship such 23 the Lord appreciates, for, a8 the
Master said, the Father secketh such to worship him a3
worship him in spirit and in truth, (John g:2, 23)
Whoever, therefore, misrepresents the divine character
and the divine plan is toking away the “key of kaowl-
edge” of God. This was the crime of the Doctors of
the Law, which their hypocritical profcssions and
prayers only helped to ageravaie; for the common peo-
ple, relying largely upon the boly professions  and
teachings of those leaders, were the mure

deluded and the more thoroughly alienated from

by reason of their professions of sanctity.

Our Lord's words, "Woe unto you, Doctors of the
I.:'u.w_."I M:-'Iia ?I {ulﬁlmug:t[, too. Ejmuit WLEII i!cil vé-ith
special w tu 5 wvery class but shortly after
out Lord's Fr:d&?;n. Wery =oon a period of disin-
tegration set in, which affected everything and every
prospect of the wealthy and professediy religions class
of the Jews, especially the Ductors of the Law, This
i and vltimately the destruction of their
D. 7o True, it meant dire tribulation
s always, those most intelligent and
the high stations of life, must have suffered propor-

Iy mare in stress which eame wpon all the
people m fulfilment of the l;nwhacy,—"w:lm is come

8%

The Gmpci Age Parallel

On previows occasions, and in Vals. I1. and TIT. of
Sentrruxe Srunies, we have shown from the Scriprures
that the m.ﬁl and people represented typically
Spiritusl :rngith mtghﬂﬁﬂ]ﬁn: lﬂat the ]I!'iish

began wi of Jacoh, the Gospel Age
iﬁ; the dsath of Christ: that the former was estab-
Hshad in the twelve sons of Jacoh and the latter in the
twelve apostles of the Lamb. We have also shown that
the former had typical sacrifices and sin-offerings, while
the Intter has aniitypical or' “better sacrifices than
those;" that the former had a typical priesthood. in
Aaron and his sons, while the latter had an antitypical
priesthood, called by the Apostle a "Royal Priesthood,”
of which Christ is the Chied Priest and his faithful
followers the upder-pricsthood. We have further
shown that thess Ages are of the same length, and that,
as the Jewish Age ended with the harvest in which our
Lord was present in the fesh as the Chief Reaper, 5o
this Gospel Age will end with a harvest in which -our
Lord as a spirit boing will be prosent as the Chief
Reaper, gatbering the wheat into his garner, before
the great time of trouble, the :

-

] ] fipirative burping-day
coming upon ihe world in general—"a time of trouble

such as was not since there was a nation.” (Dan, 1z:1.)
We have seen that the trouble-day with which the Jew-
jsh Age ended is paralleled exactly in time and in
t:l1a.m|::lrl by the period of trouble which will consum-
mate

In harmony with these parallels it §s not wonderfol
naminal Ch

gt i T S
ing to the mﬁ s dikgesiie

- e

ristinn people
itions described by our Lord amongst the -
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Jews in their harvest time  To-day, also; we find"an" " ble for Bim 1.:.;';.5,“,- know God, whom to rlehily &
; oy . : Gl : hily know
T e Lont AR e s WA o paarts 208 Far it Ty Lile sterant, Betore the Kay of heowiuige
R Baciat Wit Sk slomere wiad . can be found an . and access gained 10 3 righe
Nowr, whic; we S Mt Tie peooli hakutm.ﬂocumng& appreciation and worship of God, this doctrine and -
Drm;.ﬂr for- gubdance asd inspt‘::.t:tinn' Lha? ey ;m{:i- :;E::nnrrﬁlnrf mﬁ'm:hmkm 'E;éht "dark ages” must be
ly reverence them, and that the latter could have great  gome m-.lau 1 =; indesd ot i hiy provitence
power if they were in harmony with God—if, behind  guile, are hzinu';?;p:;i t.;:n; kn u?,..d:hn;i Hark s
the profestion, there was™a knowledpe af Grd's fhar-  the i aat Teack biobd e Dy 4 message of
acter and plan, and if this were imparted to the peopl d:g-d,w 5 Ir"||:h-' even as a little flock of larselites in
T St bl ety e & 2o _E goe Iwm: taught of God and inducted into a kiowled
a famine not for bread nwpfurmcr but for the IJ-:E.r- ing U:dt k. Sesplte the conduct and {alse "ﬂ'nif
ing of the message of the Lord [.ii.mm B:11.) This Efﬁ:q :ﬁmz .mmd.t of the Doctors of the Law at
sad am-ﬁ af the palpiaess hﬂh oS A . should be noted thar our Lord does not intimate
day as it was nin:t:m centuries to show those hun- inu: :h: kna llnr: 05 1ay msclves hail entered
DT S thitsting 1or 1he Word of the Lord o 1ol | but, on the ety to were ketping others out of &
of their Giff ol e dat (hh i » Of the contrary, that while they were in 3 favored
taken away the “key of knowledge™ and are mh:pmx‘ E (o kot fupply the Key and 10 enter in and to enjoy
B3, %0 \hab neither are they’ (hamerives Siesig 4D  SvoNling the Kiom b ol ot doiag s, byt i
mn'hlawladut nor are they favoring any others emter- g n?-ﬂ e they were hindering others who
Ing in. On the cont they hinder in a hundred ways T:ﬂ:im qE"qt e i to-day we are not to be wader.
the speead of & true knowlodge of God and Bis Ward * have the. (e koewiodes rod ooy, of Shristendom -
ge and are withholding it fro
amongat the people. _ the people, but the contrary—that they are F{‘unfuu-&_
. When the Key Was Lost  -° e ‘h'm“” not God, and that therciore the divine
We should not be understood as teaching that all the 'giﬁﬂiﬁm f:fmuw?q - ?i:’i":i: N ““”:3:?.:"“ i
not a8 i ¥ ther view. a 4t
o h Hm of the K?g_";u E‘m,ﬁ, i El'i'dl;l mﬂundwsl.M l.ndl:.i::.nd But, instead of seck n:l:l»l.'i
g to Tinisters o neither did - ey and enfering m, ing to asi :
- gur Lord charge the Doctors' of the Law of his day - 10 enler in, have they not ﬂm&mﬂ’tmﬂfc Woed of Gt
with the full responsibility. - He pointed back to the 3nd taken up with Higher Criticism and Evolution, and.”
m&ﬁgﬂuﬂﬁmmﬂﬂm‘{glfw mm‘fhmm‘mﬁﬂﬁcwbwl:bk;plaébﬂnhr
| sepulchers o hets, your Coumnsel same direction? y do not these edu-
h;thm killed them™ (v 47.) @:r Lord secms tc ::T:E&Tm ?:i I’*;:d opporianity swake fo the rﬁvﬂ:g.,-.
l:h:en.{m‘i:rn rt;rh:s:ﬂﬂuv: :uwuhﬁdm iﬁHe;I WHHFIF!::II J:T their all mﬂ‘ria LurtTrH't i I'?.]l
3 : > i enl toy
gaye evidence of having the same spirit that their pred-  School of Christ, that they may be taughe :; |tli1:n? thﬂ::L
- peessors had, even though_ condemned some of they may find the Key of Knowledge and assist in put-
their practlecs, Thus, their fathers killed the prophets, ting 1t into the hands of these who are secking God,
while théy killed the Lord himself and persecuted his “fecling after him, Hm:r they might find him," but
followers. Nor should we understand our Lord's words who are now being and misdirected? As oor
to IFP‘}" to individoa!l of the Jewish dﬂ?. the I"':'rd_“»‘d- LI_'!E blind are leading the blind, amd surely
of themy ail will fall into the ditch. The ditch of that day was

Doctors of the Law, but rather that he spoke .
Similarly we the time of trouble which wrecked the Jewish nation

as a class, ignoring the few Bons. i d
kold that amongst the teachers o to-day there are ex- 1he ditch of our day is the approaching day of trouble,
eeptivns to w rule—God-loving and God-fear- in which Christendom will be wrecked in a cataclysm

E:‘d,';:d striving s cater ;m‘in‘,h g,w e ~of anarchy, according to the Seriptures,

o to assist enter ut y

thess dre o vety amall , and they are rarely i+ orosdmpottumce: ol Xiowlalge .
beard from, sy In worldly matters the word knowledge is applicable -

The Koy of Knowledge of God's tri¢ character was  to any subject which we know and can demonsteate, but
lost long ago, burfed nnder what the Lutherana style in religiovs matters the word has a still broader mean-
the “dunghill of Roman decretals” Tt was lost durmg  ing, and applies to things that we cannot actually prove,
the “dark ages.” Luther and some of his coadjutors - but which we believe on satisfactory evidence—an, for
did vallontly In striving to recover the Key, mnd at - instance, "[ know that my Redeemer liveth" [Faith is
least ot bofd of the handle. - But, W the basis of this knowledge—faith in what we belicve to
has since been made. The key, while is still  be a God-inapired revelation of things past and to come.
hidden by 3 vail, 2 mist of smperstition and false doc- = This we may call faithinowledge, and to this the
trine I we illustrate this? How, we ask? Could = Scriptures everywhere continually appeal, assuring os |
any one come to 2 knowledge of God—a true Imowl-  that “without faith it is impossible to please God,” that.
edge, an appreciative know! a hearty synpathy, a  such faith is the foundation of all our hopes, the main--

. true devotion—while still _thinking of God as the all- .'—vru? of all our best endeavors, and that according to® *
powerful Creator, who made mankind for his own . our faith will be the results as respects our present de-
velopment of character along the lines of rightcousness ~°

teasure, ‘yet. before man's creation prepared for the
5“: mliuﬁy a place of etermal torment, manned with and our future attainment of the heavenly reward. Te%.?

fire-proof devils and ‘supplied with fucl enongh for all * is for this reason that we are urged to search the Scrip-- |
eternity? Whn that has that thought before his mind, tures and to study to show ourselves approved work- ©°
who that believes that unscriptural teaching, could right- . men, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, and again
Iy reverence his Creator as 3 God of justice and of. thot we may be ready, ahle at all times, to give to him-°
love? In proportion as this cloud of error, this “doc- that asketh us a reason for the hope within vs. (Joha, .~

2 Tim, 2a:15: 1 Pet 3::;.} He who has mot a: -

trine of devils,” comes between an intelligent mind and - 5:30:
its Creator, in that same proportion it will be, impossi- iw-lcdnuhh:divin:mdaum,ﬂndivheﬂn.m-
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not have a Seriptural hope, cannot have the legitimate
results of such a hope, numely, the anchorage of the
soul, sure and steadiast. {Hc{r. 6:19.) In harmony
with this the Apostle points out the [act that the heathen.
carmot e saved ander the call of this Gospel Age.
Whatever salvation thers may be for them will come
later under the Millennial Kingdom arrangements, for
how could they at present believe on him of whom they
have not heard, since now it has pleased God to save
only those that believe and whose llailth leads to the ap-
propriate conduct outlined in the Seriptures, The more
of this falth and knowledge the Lord's people possess
the stronger should be their confidence and the nobler
should e their lves, This faith-knowledge is referred
1o in the Scriptures as the truth, as, for instance, when
our Lord said, "Sanctify them through thy truth, thy
Ward is truth (Jehn 17:a7)  The message of God
received by faith is sccepted 10 be the truth, to be true
knowledge, and wherever it goes there must be a
sanctfying, separating power.

How forceful, then, is this injunction, “My people
perish for lacl of knowledge” (Hosea 4:6.) Not that
we put knowledge as superior to love—quite the con-
trary; knowledge is the foundation, love is the super-
structure, the character development. No one, there-
fore, can rear & proper superstructure without a proper
foondation. The measure of the foundation must of
necessity mark the limitations of the building upon it,
Whoever has little knowledge of God and his character
and his Word has proportionately little of the sanciify-
ing power of the Truth, . 1T the knowledge does not pro-
duce this fruitage the results are even as the Apostle
points out in the words, “If T had all knowledge and
had not love I-should be as sounding brass and a tink-
ling cymbal"—it would profit me nothing, (1 Cor, 13:1.)
On the contrary, whoever thinks to build up o proper
character without knowledge eres egregiously, Thes
Apostle seems to point to this fact witen he refers o
some as building wpon the one sure foundation, Christ
Jesus, with woad, hay, stubble, erroncous teachings; and
others as buililing upon the good foundation wit d,
sitver and precious stones, representative of the divine
truth. And the Apostle assures us that the testing time
will come and that only the latter class will stand the
teat, while the former will suffer loss, though them-

. selves will be “saved so as by fre” (1 Cor. 3:13-15)
Thus daes he point out the two distinet classes of the
saved ones of this Gospel Age, known in the Seriptures
as the "Lictla Flock™ and the “"Great Company,” It is
{:rnpur that every child of God should to it "that

e receive a full reward” (2 John ) ; that he win the
great prize, that he be not one of those merely "saved

' 50 as by fire,” ond who must “come up ont of great
tribulation"—Rev. 7:14,

. Qur Lord's Knowledge Attested

L]

An illustration of the value of knowledge is set forth
in the Seripture in the words, "By his knowledge shall
my righteous servant justify many, when he shall bear
their iniquities (Isa. 53:11.) And this surely illus-
trates well the principle we have applied in the Serip- -
tures to all the members of the Church, the B of
Christ, who are required to be chiracter copies of God's
dear Son. Note the following references to the value
of knowledge to the Church, the Elect of this present
age. The Apostle speaks of some who "have a zeal
for God, but not according to knowledge,” and dis-

“tlnetly intimates thelr disadvantage in the race on this
siccount.  (Rom, 10:2) ' The Apostle commends those «
who are “full of grodness, and Glled with all knowledge,
‘and alle also to admonish one another.”. (Rom. 15:14) -

» Jesus Christ—a Pat. 1:2-8 -

- by al

And again, he speaks of the advantage secured to those
enriched in Christ with gl knowledge." {1 Cor. 1:5.)
And again, he speaks of knowledge coming through the
holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:8), and again, he reproves some
wha ”{1“& not. the knowledge of God."—t Cor, 15:34
Again-he points out that God's grace has shined into
our hearts to give the “light of the knowledge of
the glory of God" (2 Cor. 4:8) And again, he exs
horts to l';!.[r.h{uln:au. “by pureness, by knowledme, by-
long suffering” (2 Cor, 6:6); and again in faith and!
utterance and khowledge: and again he refers to the
necessity of casting down all imaginations that would
tend 10 exalt themselves against the knowledge of God
(2 Cor. 10:5.) In his epistle to the Ephesiafis he speaks
of his own favor from God in respect to the knowledge-
of Chriat, the knowledge of the Mystery, and of the
love of Christ which passeth knowledge, (1:17; 3:4,.
19.) To the Philippians he writes (1:9) urging that
they abound more and more in knowledge, and speaks.
of the excellency of the koowledge of Jesus, (3:8)
To the Colossians he writes that they should be nlled!
with 2 knowledge of God's will, and muke increase in
the lmowledge of {r:9, 1) He -refers to-
the treasures of wisd and knowledpe divine which
are hidden in Christ and intended for those who come
unto the Father through him, The Apestle Peler alio.
teaches that the Lord's grace comes unto us through the-
lenowledge of God, who hath ealled e and he exhorts
that we add to our virtue konowledge, that we may be
not barren in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour

Knowledge During the Millennium

As the knowledge of God reaches but comparatively
{few of the human family durinﬁ this Cospel Age, and:
few, therefore, gain the elernal life, it is of deep inter-
eat to all that the Lords Woard enunciates that it is his
will that all men should be saved [recovered from the
tomb] and come to a knowlédge of the Truth that they
mny be saved. (1 Tim. 2:4.) I the knowledge of the
Lord i4 a blessing to us now, and brings with it re-
eponsibility and great opportunity and blessings present

“and prospective, it is in full sccord with this that the

Lard here promises that ultimately all shall know him,
and all, therefore, have a full opportunity of attaining
the blessings he is 50 willing to bestow tipon those whu
seelc him in sincerity, Let us hearken to some of the
promises given to these through the prophets. Isaiall
tells us that the whole earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the Lord. (tt:p) THabbakuk glves n
very similar statement of the maller, assuring us
that the earth will be Alled with a knowledge of the
lory, the greatness, the grandeur of the Lord
a:14) And again, the prophet Jerewiah declares that
there shall be no longer need for every min to say tor
hig neighbor and te his brother, Know thoo the Lord,

© for all shall know him from the least even unto the

'3)  How glad we are that uli-
lorlous character shall be clearly seen
mankin hen the blindness of superstition, ig-
norance, bigotry and Satanic deceit and doctrines of
devils shall have given way to the glorious light of the -
Eun of Righteousness, with healing, reatitution, in s

eamal ’ ‘

-+ “Whom Shall He 'I_';arh_lcnaw!edge?“:_,..‘

- Tsalah the Prophet is caused to give a' picture of out-.
day in_which is pointed out the cstumbling of the
teachers of our time, Symbolically they are represented
as drunken with the wine of false dectrine, so that they

greatest, 1
matel Gw&%

L
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Farr in vision, they stumble in judgment,” becnuse Babiy-
« lon hath made all nations deunk.  (Rev. 17:2; 18:3)
These, the creeds of the different denominations, are
represented as their table, at which they feed, and are
declared to be full of ejecta and uncleanness. Then,
siill referring to our day, the Lord through the Prophet
ingires (Isa. 28:0), “Whom shall he teach knowledge
and whom shall he make to understand docirine?" The
question implies that few will be in a condition to un-
derstand the Truth in this day, and then the answer is
given—"Them that are weaned from the milk and drawn
fram the breasts.”” This symbolical picture represents
the Lord's I[nithful people as merely babes in Christ,
and informs us that even these must be weaned from
their infantiTe condition that, a8 the Apostle suggests,
they may appreciute t.e sirong mest of divine revela-
tion, and thus grow st in the Lord and in the power
of his might, sdvancing from the infantile condition to
full manhood in Christ—Heb. 5112,
While the intimation is that the Doctors of the Law
at the first advent and the Doctors of Divinity at the
resent time will wield so strong an influence as to
inder the majority of those who are trusting them
from entering into the riches of God's grace which are
properly their portion, we hove various intimations that
the Lord will not permit this ta be the case with thosse
who are at heart loyal to him,  These will be drawn
fram the priests of sectarfanism and from the creeds
of the “dark ages”; they will bz weaned; they will find
the sectarinn bed too short and the sectarian covers too
narrow, and will get out from these conditions into the
full liberty of the children of God. Not into that bold
apnostic condition known as the New Theology, but into
the liherty of the sons of God, under the limitations of
the divine' Ward of zovelation, wileh to Liem will b
ling upon line, here a little and there a littde. As at

the first advent the Lord found such n class and fed -

them, strengthened them, so—although they were recog-

nized os iguorant and onlearned men—they were soon
known . ss talenied, and their neighbors and cnemics
took knowledge of them that they had been with Jesus
and learned of him—learned of the true God, of his
true character and of the true hop: set before them in
the Gospel; so we have the Lord's promiee that in the
end of this age—notwithstanding the fact that the Key
of Knowledge is lost to the majority, and that those who
should have it and should be leading the way into it
bave it nat and are turning the people aside from look-
ing in the right direction—ncvertheless our Lord Jesus,
whom the Apostle styles the grest Shepherd of the
sheep, promises that at his second advent he will gather
his gheep in that dark and stormy day—Ezele 34:11, 12

He promises also that in this day he will cause his
faithful ones, weaned from the milk and drawn {rom
the breests, to sit down to a table of his own furnishing,
not filled with the ejecta of the “dark ages,” and that
e himself will come forth and serve his people meat in
due sexson, things new and old, Let us not only take
thiz attitude of readiness to enter into the light of the
knowledge of God and to he fed thereby, but addition-
ally let us see to it that the strength which we derive
from this strong meat of Present Truth.shall be such
as will build us up, sanctify us, that we may attain to
that fell knowledge of which can be had only b
those whe come into heart-Tellowship with him throug
Christ, and which will constitute t3 them an evidence
that they are song of God, taught of God, for to such
is the message of the Savieur, “"The Father himaelf lov-
eth you" (John 16:27.) To all who have hitherto
been carelens as respects this Key of Knowledge and
the 'ﬂj‘-'-“i“F that are to be unlocked thershy, we urge
that it is high time for them to awake oot of sleep and
oot of darruess wol Lo sgareh Jhe Soriptures and 1o en-
ter into the blessed joys of the Lord to be had now
through faith in his "']'-'nrd. nnd to be prepared to enter
into the joys of the Lord aclually very soom

spasfecfrfuafsefesfrddedenfectrfiecfecis el decdenfececticle

Qur Soclety bas published and is supplylng at cost
price (23e, cloth-bound, postpaid) a veritable "Bible
Key," as many have found it—"Tur Divixe PrLan oOF
Order a copy at once, that
your faith may be the more quickly reéstablished in
God's promises and that your joy in the Lord may the

THE Agrs,” 385 pages,

more quickly abound in your heart.
langnages. Sold by colportenrs, 35¢. ;
lions of these are already in the hands of the people.
*
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g If the reader buogers apd thirsts for the Truth he
‘ﬁ" shall be filled, is the Master's" promise—The Eey of
ﬁ Knowledpge shall be found now by him who seeketh it.
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