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“Prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if 1 will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a b|essir§g."—-—Malachi g: 10, AS. BROOKLYN, N.Y.

185,010 PUBLISHERS IN APRIL

March and April Peak Magazine Months

1 On compiling April publisher re-
ports the figure rose to 185,010, with
924 congregations reporting “We
Made It!” That represents a 12.9-per-
cent increase over last year’s aver-
age publishers, but a drop below last
April’'s peak publishers of 187,120.
While this is short of the 20-percent
goal of 196,650 publishers and is the
first time in four years we could not
report “We Made It!” nevertheless
we have cause to be glad and rejoice.
Why so? Because the 12.9-percent in-
crease represents thousands of new
praisers gathered to the New World
society. For this we give thanks to
Jehovihi knowing ite gives the in-
crease as it pleases him. We hope all
these will become regular publishers
now for the remaining months of this
service year.

Greatest Magazine Months
2You will be glad to know that
March and April were the greatest

magazine months on record. During
these two months 5,956,678 maga-
zines were placed, against 3,414,557
last March and April. That is over
23 million more! A 74.7-percent in-
crease! That is wonderful for the
two-month campaign. It was a pleas-
ure for the Society to supply your
requirements and we know your joys
ir placing the magazines were nu-
merous. Experiences coming from
the field readily verify this fact.

3The 19th annual Watchiower
campaign was the greatest of all.
Last year we obtained 353,492 new
subseriptions, whereas this year the
number rose to 408,540. Yes 55,048
more new subscriptions. Very good,
indeed.

4 Thus, while we did not make our
20-percent increase, we are thankful
to Jehovah for the 12.9-percent pub-
lisher increase and the other fine in-
creases in our report. Without letup

we shall faithfully continue to praise
Jehovah and advance Kingdom in-
terests, “always having plenty to do
in the work of the Lord, knowing
that your labor is not in vain in
connection with the Lord.”—1 Cor.
15: 68, ¥ W.

UNITED STATES QUOTA FOR 1956
180,263 Publishers

Monthly Field Service Report

Wielding the Spiritual Sword Against Wicked Spirit Forces
Share in the Battle and Aid Others

WORK ALL TERRITORY

1 Under the direction of the en-
throned King, Christ Jesus, Jeho-
vah’s witnesses are engaged in war-
fare. Without any letup we must
“fight . . . against the world-rulers
of this darkness, against the wicked
spirit forces in the heavenly places.”
As emphasized in the February 15,
1956, Watchtower, “the sword of the
spirit, that is, God’s word,” must be
used effectively if we are to trinmph
over wicked spirit forces.—Eph. 6:
12, 17, NW.

2 Theocratic soldiers, are you pre-
pared for the battle? Are you ready
to assist all the good-will persons
that you possibly can to resist the
wicked forces and gain life? Then
march forward in the confidence of
Jehovah. During June endeavor to
complete coverage of all territory
not yet served with the offer You
May Survive Armageddon into God’s
New World and “This Good News of

the Kingdom”, Offer them on a con-
tribution of 50c. If the offer is not ac-
cepted, try to place the booklet and
a magazine on a 10¢ contribution.

3 June evenings are so pleasant it
is suggested that all arrange to be
out in service after supper and be-
fore the congregation book study, of-
fering from house to house the two
magazines on earth that expose the
wicked spirit forces, The Walch-
tower and Awake! Aid and en-
courage new publishers to go out
with you. It is an éxcellent way to
assist new ones regularly to share in
magazine distribution and for pub-
lishers who cannot support regular
Magazine Day service to meet their
quota of nine magazines a month,

4+ Persons of good will you meet in
service need regular help, Make
back-calls at least one evening each
week and on Sunday following two

{ Continued on page 3, col. 8)

April Report
Av, Av. Av.

Pubs. Hrs. B-C Bi. $t.
Sp’l Pios. 270 147.0 57.3 7.7
Pioneers 4,911 95.2 33.8 4.7
Vac. Pios. 575 90.3 238.8 3.5
Cong. Pubs, 179,254 9.8 3.2 .5
Total Pubs. 185,010

Public Meetings Held: 14,454
A NEW FILM

1 With great pleasure the Society
announces the release of a new film
entitled “The Happiness of the New
World Society.” Starting June 15,
1956, it will be shown at all circuit
assemblies on Saturday evening.

2\What is the new film about?
Rather than tell you now, we say be
sure to attend your circuit assembly
and see for yourself. And be sure to
bring with you persons of good will
They too will enjoy it and will be
deeply impressed, for this film was
prepared with their interests in
mind.

3 Until further notice the new film
will be shown only at circuit assem-
blies on Saturday night. As hereto-
fore, congregations may request and
circuit servants will arrange local
showings of “The New World So-
ciety in Action” during the two-week
period in which the district servant
gerves a cireuit.

4+ To make possible the showing of
“The Happiness of the New World

(Continued on page 2, col. 2)



Around the World
with Jehovah’s Witnesses

Wicked Forces Defeated

Only a wicked person would want to
rob good-will persons of the seed of
God’s Word instead of cultivating it in
their hearts. Luke’'s account (Luke
8: 12) exposes the Devil as the one who
schemes to take away the seed. He
sends out his ‘birds,” whether they are
invisible demons who work at the mind
or are men and women who attack
and oppose the truth. Note the fol-
lowing interesting accounts and how
the wicked forces were defeated by
proper use of God’'s Word and by the
power of his spirit.

In Ceylon (111} a Salvation Army
captain tried to bias the mind of a
good-will woman who had had only a
few studies. However, she had become
strengthened to the point of not only
withstanding the wicked assault but of
being able to teach the attacker some
Bible truth.

The Communists’ hate for Jehovah
and his people causes them to continue
persecuting our brothers in Czechoslo-
vakia (124-126) and other sections be-
hind the iron curtain. Some former
brothers have become tools of Satan
and this has not helped our faithful
brothers. But, to be sure, Jehovah is
cognizant of their faithful service and
the gathering work goes on.

The preaching work is just starting
in Eritrea. (142) However, after a
‘showdown’ called for by a false shep-
herd, one of his students saw Jeho-
vah’'s witnesses were the ones who

roperly used the Sword and refused to
et the robber bird take away the seed
that had been planted in his heart.

‘Wicked forces cannot withstand Bi-
ble truth or defend their position. By
sgkillfuliy wielding the Sword under ad-
verse conditions a circuit servant in
Venezuela (284, 285) had sorme blessed
experiences. Also see Malta. (105)

“Make Sure of All Things’* has proved
to be a ready means to wield the Sword
effectively, even by newly interested
persons, as shown in the Dominican re-

ort on page 204. Do your part to de-

eat wicked forces and drive away the

‘birds’ of false religion by calling back
romgtly and skillfully wielding the
word of the spirit.

Have You Made

Convention Plans?

1 This title does nof mean, have
you decided to go, but rather where;
and have you prepared your room
request for mailing? Included too is
the filling out of your Veolunteer
Service form, because you will want
to serve your brothers while in at-
tendance at the assembly.

21t is important that we attend
to share all the rich blessings that
Jehovah so liberally pours out for us
from the windows of heaven, for
our spiritual sustenance., Of course,
benefits are derived only when we
are there to receive and digest them.

3 Frequently we hear of excep-
tional field experiences enjoyed at
the convention city. Have you had
this satisfaction? To share these
experiences it is necessary to partici-
pate in fleld service and take advan-
tage of all opportunities to talk to
persons that have a listening ear.
During convention time these oppor-

fhedenting

THE GOOD NEWS

Improving Your Sermons
{(Part 1)

1 Constant improvement in the
ministry is the goal of all of Jeho-
vah’s people. It is an evidence of
growth to maturity. In this same
vein Paul wrote: “Ponder over these
things, be absorbed in them, that
your advancement may be manifest
to all persons.” (1 Tim. 4:15, NW)
Do you constantly seek to improve
the quality of your sermons? Here
are some commeon sermon weaknesses
and suggestions to overceme them.

2 Improving Conversational Qual-
ity: It is good to be friendly with
the people. Look them in the eye as
you speak to them, get their reac-
tions; see if what you are saying to
them is registering or whether you
need to change your presentation. It
is best to talk with them and not at
them. By the occasional use of well-
selected positive questions you can
tactfully draw out the householder
and yet 8till conirol the situation.
For example: “We can certainly see
how conditions are going from had
to worse, can’t we?’ Ancther could
be: “When we consider the growing
world delinquency, we wonder what
will occur next, isn’t that true?’ To
these queries most householders
would give a positive answer. Such
will help to align their thinking
with yours, stimulate thought and
generally make for a better conver-
sation.

3 Improving Transitions to the Lit-
erature Offer: This is where many
publishers need help. We may have a
good sermon and deliver it well but
find it difficult to bridge the gap to
the literature offer. For example, if
you have been using the Armaged-
don sermon in the May Informant
you might say this: “Talking ahout
Armageddon and how to survive it
is indeed an interesting subject. You
may wonder just where I obtained
this information. Actually, it was
taken from this Bible study aid You
May Survive Armageddon tnto God's
New World.” Then refer to a specific
point, illustrate the wisdom of taking
in the right kind of knowledge and
how it will lead to life. Another
transitional phrase could be this:
*No doubt you would like to further
your Christian convictions in these
critical days when faith is being
sorely tested. I've found this publica-
tion very helpful in that regard and
here iz a particular point I should
like to share with yon.” Then tie in
a specific reference to the sermon
being used and make the offer.

4 Sermon improvement is largely a
matter of analyzing and then over-
coming one's weaknesses. Make your
advancement manifest to all persons
by progressively improving your ser-
mMons.

[8uggestions for handling this part: A capable
study conductor may give a talk embodying the
above-mentioned peints and use publishers to dem-

onstrate ways of overcoming sermon weaknesses as
polnts are developed.]

tunities are unending, because gener-
ally there is good publicity, and peo-
ple are aware of an unusal event
taking place. Their curiosity will be
aroused and they will want to know
what it is all about. Therein lies an
additional opening to convey to such
people the life-giving truths. So place
field service at the top of your agenda
of the things you want to de while at
the convention this summer, as well
as while traveling en route to the
convention city and returning home,

A New Film (Cont’d)
Society” on Saturday night, the cir-
cuit activity meeting featuring a
specially arranged Society program,
which has heen so much appreciated
by the brothers everywhere, will re-
place the service meeting and minis-
try school on Friday night. It is a
program you will not want to miss.

5 Plan now to attend all three days
of your coming circuit assembly and
bring persons of good will with you.
We are confident you will be richly
rewarded.

2

PUBLIC RELATIONS

New public relations material is
being sent to all congregations with
the June Informant. This Manual of
Theocratic News Service Informa-
tion should be made a part of the
congregation’s permanent file, Copies
of the manual have already been
sent to district, circuit and circuit
public relations servants. They, as
well as congregation servants and
those assisting them in public rela-
tions work, should read it carefully
and then try to apply the suggestions
in their own particular field. It is
intended that the congregations es-
pecially should make an effort to
expand their opportunities of pub-
licizing the Kingdom work. Many
local activities can be used to gain
publicity for the work, and if con-
gregation servants hecome acquaint-
ed with the requirements in this
special field, much can be done to
keep Jehovah’s name before the
publie.



YOUR SERVICE MEETING

Armageddon Survivors’

Back-Call Sermon
[To be developed by the congregation
in discussion under the supervision of
the school servant. Brothers would do
well to study the outline in advance of
the service meeting it is to be featured
on and to bring pencil and paper for
lta,kln§ notations of points to be used
ater.

Schoo! Servant (2 min.) During‘May
and June many thousands of ‘‘You
May Survive Armageddon into God’s
New World” and “This Good News of
the Kingdom' will be placed with per-
sons after they hear the 3- to 8-minute
sermon on Armageddon. To cultivate
the interest we must call back to study
with them and help them hecome a
part of the New World society, as force-
fully brought to our attention on page
366 of ‘‘You May Survive Armageddon
into God’'s New World.” This requires
preparing and using effective back-call
sermons.

Sermon (10-12 min.) Theme:
geddon Survivors .

Introductory Points: ‘Made special

oint to call. Since last visit additional
interesting information in Bible has
been locked up as to our prospects of
surviving Armageddon and living for-
ever.’ Ask to step in a few minutes.
(If not invited in, go right on with
sermon.) . .

1. Briefly review Armageddon is God’s

war to destroy wicked
Rev. 16: 14-16
2, Pictured by flood in Noah's day
Matt. 24;: 37.39
3. Armageddon will destroy wicked
as did Flood; righteous remain
2 Pet. 3:5-7
4. Survivors" hope for peace
2 Pet. 3: 13; Rev. 21: 4
5. Importance of gaining knowledge
2 Pet. 3: 14, 18
6. Jesusemphasized learning of King-
dom Matt. 6: 33

“Phis Good News of the Kingdom'
booklet provided to aid us grow in
Scriptural knowledge, learn of all-im-
portant kingdom. Note as we read par-
agraphs 1 and 2 how it points to God’'s
kingdom as the hope for mankind and
our need to grow in knowledge from
the Bible.

School servant counsels amount of
material considered thereafter with
householder would depend on available
time of both and circumstances. Do
not overstay visit; be sure to make
definite arrangements for continued
discussion next week. .

School Servant s13 min,) Call on

ublisher from audience to be house-
Eo]der and give back-call sermon just
developed, ending with study being
started in the booklet,

In conclusion encourage brothers to
follow up their placements and to use
this sermon to start studies. After
booklet {8 studied it would be well to
continue study in basic-doctrine book
‘“Let God Be True”.

Arma-

“Make Sure of All Things”
2d Week:

Interfaith (pages 181 to 187)

Talk by competent brother cover-
ing definition and origin, God’s
opposition to interfaith, leads to
d?saster, Jesus did not advocate
separate religious organizationsg
but condemned them, Christians
resist interfaith because it is not
Scriptural, erroneous to believe all
roads lead to same place.
4th Week:

Jehovah (pages 138 to 193}
Discussion of subtopics by con-
gregation under chairman, who
asks questions requiring Scrip-
tural answer.

Checking Our Magazine Activity

Chairman (5 min.) (Publisher’s Rec-
ord cards should be distributed before
the meeting.) Magazine distribution is
accomplishing a big work. “The Watch-
tower” is the one journal in the world
devoted exclusively to announcing the
Kingdom. ‘“Awake!” equips Jehovah’s
ministers so they have a broad knowi-
edge and can speak to persons of all
walks of life, and at the same time it
shows those people the need of a new
world and draws them into contact
with the New World society, where
they can learn the truth. In 1953, 25,-
115,729 individual copies of these mag-
azines were distributed, in 1954 there
were 29,987,614 and in 1955, in addition
to the more than one million new sub-
scriptions obtained, 36,500,383 individ-
ual coples were distributed. That is a
45-percent increase in just two years!
Compare the figures for the same time
period on the local congregation report.

Point out how many magazines are
received each month by the congrega-
tion and then compare that number
with those placed by the congregation
as a whole. Were they all aced?
‘Where are the others? Ask eac ub-
lisher to check his own card. ow
many of each issue do you receive?
How many would that make for the
month? Did you place them all? The
answer to the problem is not to cut the
order but to increase efficiency. By en-
thusiastically sharing in magazine dis-
tribution many are regularly exceeding
their quota. Does your card show you
have averaged 9 or more magazines
each month? Does the congregation
average 9 per publisher per month?

Congregation (8 min.) The entire
congregation will share in offering sug-
gestions for increasing distribution.
First, have one or two good experienc-
es on the results that have come from
magazine distribution locally. Next,
ask the publishers to tell all the differ-
ent ways in which they have ever
placed magazines, either In regular
features- of the service or incidental
preaching. Then ask for further sug-
gestions on opﬂortunities to place the
magazines. (There are good sugges-
tiona in the ‘“‘Informant” issues of May
and November, 1955, and in "“Qualified
to Be Ministers,” pages 183 and 187.)
Ask the publishers to write down_the
suggestions as they are made. Now,
which suggestions on the list can we
personally use to increase our maga-
zine distribution?

Conclusion {2 min.) Stress again the
need for a regular day each week when
we share in magazine distribution.
Urge every publisher to be sure to offer
the two latest magazines at every door
where the regular offer is not placed.
Let us all take advantage of the many
other opportunities we have in every-
day contacts with others to place these
two vital magazines.

[Before going on to the next part of
the meeting, ask the publishers to pass
their Publisher’s Record cards to the
aisle, where the assistant congregation
servant will collect them.]

1956 Yearbook

We still have a supply of the 1856
Yeartook. Undoubtedly many newly
interested persons would like a Year-
book s0 as to consider the daily text
and to read world-wide witnessing
reports. Congregations should order
as many of the Yearbook as they
need right now. Our supply of 1956
calendars has been exhausted.

3

Are You Ready to Start?

1The time is almost here! What
time? The time for thousands of
young ministers of school age and
many older ministers to vacation
pioneer. Have you filled out your ap-
plication and given it to the congre-
gation servant for the committee’s
recommendation and forwarding to
the Society ? If not, do so right away.

2 Kingdom work is the prime ca-
reer or life work for every servant
of Jehovah, All who qualify and can
should be in the regular pioneer
service. Those who cannot pioneer
full time should have as their goal
vacation pioneering some time every
year. Do you?

3 In addition to enjoying the bless-
ed experiences of vacation pioneer-
ing, many happy pioneers of today
found the vacation pioneer service
to be the steppingstone to full-time
service. More than a few of such
now serve as members of the Bethel
family, circuit servants, special pio-
neers and missionaries in foreign
flelds.

¢ If obligations will not permit you
to be a regular pioneer, then be a
vacation pioneer. It is not too late
vet to do so this summer. Will you
be in the pioneer ranks?

Wielding the Spiritual Sword . . .
(Cont'd)
or more hours of house-to-house
service, Skillfully use the spiritual
sword to stimulate their interest.
And, of all importance, conduct your
back-calls in such a way as to start
and continue home Bible studies
with them. That many of us should
be more active in back-call and Bible
study work is apparent from the
congregation organization article,

5 Desiring to wield the sword
against wicked spiritual forces as
much as possible throughout the
summer, when we are able to devote
more time to the service, we should
arrange long days of field work dur-
ing the week as well as on Saturday
and Sunday. Take a lunch along so
you do not have to return home be-
tween morning house-to-house serv-
ice and afternoon back-call and
home Bible study service or addi-
tional house-to-house work with the
offer.

8 The wicked spirit forces will try
to retard our ministry; that we
know. But they will never succeed.
Triumphant under the direction of
our victorious King we shall ever
make it our determination to move
forward, using the Sword of the
spirit to clear the way for ourselves
and persons of good will to survive
Armageddon and live forever in
Jehovalh’s new world,



Brooklyn Bethel Vacation

The Society’s affices, factory and
Bethel homne in Brooklyn, New York,
will be cloged from Angust 4 to 19
inclusive, Orders and correspondence
sent in during that period will not
be handled until some time after the
reopening of the offices, Please an-
ticipate your needs and place your
orders in ample time for attention
before the vacation period.

Contact All Radio Stations

With this Informant a letter is
being sent to all congregation serv-
ants giving instructions for contact-
ing all radio stations in the territory
held by the congregation, in an effort
to secure frec radio time for the pro-
gram *“Things PPeople Are Thinking
About.” Local brothers whe are ca-
pable and the public relations serv-
ant may be called upon to asgist. A
sample radio script is also being sent.
It addifional seripts are required
they may be obtained upon request
to the Society. Careful consideration
of this material and preparation for
these contacts will undoubtedly re-
sult in many more radio openings to
spread the good news,

Declaring Our Hope Unwaveringly in Meefings

Prepare for Unassigned
Territory Work

t Jehovah has made loving provi-
sion for his servants by instructing
them to assemble together. By com-
menting in meetings we actually
speak to one another of our hope.
We need this participation, for it
builds up spiritually and equips us
to express ourselves in the ministry.
—Heb. 10: 23-25, NW.

2 During July, August and Septem-
ber we may share in unassigned
territory ministry. Have you submit-
ted an application? Are, you fully
prepared ? Meetings must be included
in our preparation. Public talks
should be scheduled wherever posi-
ble. Regular study of The Watch-
tower should follow. If no publi¢
mmeetings can be arranged for, be
sure to hold the Watchtower study,
with a mature publisher acting as
conductor, even if it involves only a
car group or two in the isolated as-
signment. But in this campaign try
to locate interested people and make
it convenient for them to join in
meetings with you. Encourage them

CONGREGATION ORGANIZATION

Increasing Back-Call
and Bible Study Work

1In the November, 1934, and the
September, 1955, Informant the So-
ciety published a country-wide spot
and sectional analysis of general
field service activity. The data com-
piled revealed an urgent need for
greater publisher participation in
the back-call and Bible study serv-
ice. Practical suggestions were also
given to bring about immediate im-
provement in these features of serv-
ice. Tlow have we been deing since
then? Just what are the facts at the
present time?

2 During the last six months an
average of 82 percent of the total
publishers shared in house-to-house
preaching, 60.9 percent made back-
calls and 31.1 percent conducted Bihle
studies. How does this compare with
the figures outlined in the November
and the September Informant? Steady
progress and increase in the number
of publishers sharing in house-to-
house preaching is again noted. The
same, however, cannot be said of
the back-call and Bible study work.
Many publishers continue to share
irregularly in these two features of
service and only a minority carry
the bulk of the load in the Bible
study activity.

3 Should we become disheartened
and discouraged. perhaps feeling
that progress cannot be made in
these avenues of service? No, this
would not be a constructive way of
analyzing our ministry. Sober reflec-
tion is good for the heart and mind.
Individually, therefore, let us ex-
amine our worship and see where
we have fallen short and wherein
we can improve to a greater extent.

4+ Each month millions upon mil-
lions of pieces of literature are be-
ing placed with as many people. Tt
is apparent, therefore, that we do
not seem to be having any difficuity
or lack of ability in placing litera-
ture, laying the foundation for fol-
low-up activity, Wherein, then, does
our problem lie? Generally, it ap-
pears that we have not been as
thorough in applying ourselves in
the watering and cultivating work
as in planting the seed of truth.

5 After taking close stock of our per-
sonal ministerial activity (1) have
you regularly used the house-to-house
record form and noted all place-
ments made? (2) Are you consistent
in supporting midweek and Sunday
back-call arrangements? (3) How do
you prepare yourself for this work?
{4) Are you using and delivering
effective ten- to fifteen-minute ser-

to continue the meetings after the
campaign has ended.

3 The special unassigned territory
offer is any two books, from The
Harp of God to The New World,
along with “Let God Be True”, and
three booklets for $1. Congregations
with a surplus of older books should
contact other congregations and ar-
range transfers of stock. (See the
letter of March 20, 19386, for details.)

4 Congregations having territory
not worked within the last six
months, especially rural areas, may
use this special offer in such terri-
tory. In all other territories the reg-
ular offer of three books and three
booklets for $1.50 will he used.

5 Rhare in meetings wherever you
may be this summer and incite others
to love and right works by unwaver-
ingly declaring our hope.

Publications Now Available
Books

“Lgt God Be True™ (2d Ed )—Afrikaans, Chinese,
Korean
““New Heuvens and @ New Earth’ —-Japanese

What Has Religron Donre for Mankind #—Twi, Xhosa

Booklets
Baswd for Belief in g New World —Singhalese
Christendom or Christienity—Which One Js ““the
Light of the World”? —Cibemba, Korean
God’s Way Is Love —Jampango, Tumbuka
“Thig Good News of the Eingdom*’—Arsbic, Pam-
pango, Siloz{. Tamil, Tumbuka
World Conquest Soon—by God’s Kingdom—Freneh,
German
Pregching Together wm Unity——Cibemba, Cishona,
Hollandish, Ttaiian, Korean
Songs to Jehovah’s Praisze —French, Portuguese

mons? {6) Those assigned to work
together in the training program,
have you been assisting your com-
panion in forming sermons and dem-
onstrating ways of presenting these?
(6) Servants and study conductors,
have you taken the lead in organiz-
ing and encouraging publishers to
appreciate these activities fully?

8 The Society has continued to
stress the need for greater effective-
ness and participation in these two
vital forms of service at circuit as-
semblies, Fine expressions have been
received from brothers seeing and
appreciating the present program.
If you have not had your assembly
as yet, plan to be there and assist
others to get there also. Those who
have already had their circuit as-
sembhly are now in an excellent posi-
tion to apply the suggestion given.

7 Back-call service and Bible study
work are two of the most joyful
activities in which we engage. See-
ing the great need, let all of us in-
crease our back-call and home Bible
study activity. It will result in more
of the other sheep’s being properly
fed and nourished in the way of life.

* Add to Your Regular House-to-House Preaching Back-Call and Bible Study Service »*
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