FEBRUARY, 1948

| will sing praises unto thee among the nations.””—Ps. 57: 9, A. S. V.

BROOKLYN, N. Y.

“Song of Praise” Testimony Period
Singers Hold Forth The Watchtower
as Campaign Advances

Follow Up Each Placement
and Aid Others
to Sing Praises

The fate of the world is bound up
in a song. Most men will brand this
claim foolish, knowing that their
destiny is not tied in with any
modern-day melody of men. This
song, however, is not produced by
dying men, but by the eternal sov-
ereign of the universe, the Life-
giver Jehovah God. It is a song of
praise in recognition of His suprem-
acy and saving power, and in re-
pudiation of the makeshifts of men
as agencies for salvation. Jehovah's
saving power on behalf of the sing-
ers is proved in the survival of Je-
hovah’s witnesses through the ter-
rible persecution of World War II.
In appreciation of His great mercy
and their sure salvation when hat-
ers of the song perish at Armaged-
don, each servant of the Lord now
with gladness adopts the ecry of!
David and exclaims: “Therefore will
I give thanks unto thee, O Lorp,
among the [nations], and sing prais-
es unto thy name.”—Ps. 18:49;
57:9.

Not all in this world are in sym-
pathy with its wicked deeds or its:
praise to men. To be spared the fate
of this stubborn world, however,.
they too must learn the words of;
the song and join in the chorus of
praisers. Of necessity, then, the sav-
ing song of praise, this month and
in the days ahead, must be sounded
forth with increasing volume into
cities and towns, homes and business
places, and on the streets, in all na-
tions, until heard and acted upon by
the great multitude and it is no
longer necessary to sing it under
stress.

The “Soxg orF P’raise” Testimony
Period marks the movement of the
1948 Watchtower Campaign into its
second month. At the doors a year’s
subscription is offered at the usual
rate of $1.00. With the subscription
go eight praise-bringing booklets,
free. Securing a subscription or plac-
ing literature does not in itself ac-
complish the minister’s purpose to
teach others the words of Jehovah's
perfect Songbook, the Bible, and
train them to sing his praises. More
is required. We are obligated to re-
turn to the homes of subscribers or
one receiving literature and by re-
peated singing cause the song of
praise to sink down into the heart
of the listener, there to take root,
alter his life-course, and induce his
breaking forth into joyous praise.
Study The Watchtower. Develop an
extempore discussion of its contents,
at least the opening paragraphs, and
talk it up enthusiastically on your
return calls. Make known that now,
since the magazine is being received,
its value will be realized only if its
pages are perused. Your interest as
4 minister lies in showing the sub-
scriber how to get the greatest pos-

sible benefit from it and in the least
possible time.

Strike up a home study by raising
the question on the first paragraph.
Discuss it, look up cited Scripture
texts, and have the paragraph read.
Take the initiative, in a kind, tact-
ful, considerate manner, display keen
interest in the spiritual well-being of
the householder, and numerous right-
minded subscribers will respond to
home studies and learn the song, to
their joy and salvation. As the week-
ly home Watchtower study progress-
es, questions will invariably arise
on fundamental Bible doctrines. Be
alert to direct attention to “Let God
Be True”, with its simple and com-
prehensive explanation. It will usu-
ally be desirable in a month or so
to revert to a “Let God Be True”
study, to clear up these questions
and lay the groundwork for a better
grasping of the contents of The
Watchtower. Changing over to a
book study is not a matter of ignor-
ing The Watchitower thereafter, but
rather keeping both publications to
the fore, thus training the house-
holder for future singing of praises.

At many homes the combination
of booklets alone will be placed.
Acceptance of a smaller offer is no
proof of lesser degree of interest in
the song. Lvery obtainer deserves
equal consideration, and as you call
back to encourage study of the
booklets the way will often open
for obtaining a subscription or plac-
ing & bound book. Build up the
1948 Watchtower Campaign to a
grand climax. by assuming the re-
sponsibility of calling back, time and
again, on subscribers and all others
who were favorably affected by your
initial song of praise at the door.

Keep *on the Job" in All Seasons

Low temperatures and snow-cov-
ered streets do not present insur-
mountable obstacles. Dress warmly
during February and use discretion,
so as to keep your health and be fit
for continued praise. If you become
too cold, try to locate a warm spot
for a while, then go out again. Some
will be glad to invite you in. The
song of praise will be heard on the
streets with magazines as well as
in public meeting activity, during
this winter month. Curry subscrip-
tion slips with you on the streets, in
addition to the booklet combination.

In winter and summer, in all sorts
of weather, Jehovah's witnesses dis-
tinguish themselves by being ‘“on
the job”. Diligence of God’s singers
the year round brings favorable com-
ments from many of the publie, who
are impressed with their untiring
zeal and determination. During Feb-
ruary, keep ‘“on the job”, singing
despite cold weather or other ob-
stacles. Sing the glorious “Song of
Praise” to Jehovah in all features
of the ministry, for thereby comes
salvation both for you and for those

{ who hear you.

Circuit Assemblies Conclude First Year

Jehovah’s Blessing Manifest

We have come to the end of the first year of circuit assembly activity.
All circuits have been served twice, and the over-all results are gratifying.
Great benefit can be derived from a study of the comparisons which are
herewith presented. These figures do not by any means indicate perfection
of accomplishment, for they bring to our attention some very outstanding
weaknesses that we should by all means endeavor to remedy. Yet the
reports show good progress and a definite trend toward greater results

in the future.

SUMMARY

First Second

6 Mo. 6 Mo. Increase Decrease
Associated 95,411 97,728 2317T= 21%%
Saturday Att. 57,457 49,231 8,226 = 14%
Public Mtg. Att. 08,914 86,246 12,668 = 13%
Immersed 2,146 1,747 399 = 19%
Peak Pubs. 71,5626 75,849 4323 = 6%
Av. Pubs. 59,388 63,263 3.8 = 7%
Public Mtgs. 15,627 19,045 3,518 = 23%

Company Activity

Healthy company activity is re-
Hlected in increased peak number of
publishers, average number of pub-
lishers, number associated, and the
number of public meetings. Retro-
gression is shown in the circuit as-
sembly attendance and immersions.
The decrease can be accounted for to
some degree by the fact that we had
two national conventions during the
last six months of 1947. Undoubtedly
this decline is but temporary. How-
ever, the things from which we can
take real joy are that, despite the
time, labor and expense involved in
traveling to the national conventions,
an almost 3-percent increase was ef-
fected in the number of associated,
the peak number of publishers was
6 percent higher., and there was a
7-percent increase in the average
number of publishers participating
in the field work. This increase in
number of publishers indicates that
a great many of those who in the
past were merely associated have
now becomwe regular publishers. The
increase in the peak and the average
number of publishers being almost
the same shows that new ones start-
ing out in field service are continu-
ing therein regularly each month.
The public meeting activity shows a
substantial and gratifying increase
of 23 percent. It is reasonable to
conclude that, in addition to the ex-
panded public witness given from
the platform, about 23-25 percent
more territory was covered in house-
to-house witnessing. These are all
sources of satisfaction and joy.
There has been healthy growth and
progress in the most vital features
of the work.

Forsake Not Assembling

Figures gathered at the circuit
assemblies also reveal that atten-
dance at the company meetings is
probably our outstanding weakness.
Of the total number of publishers,
77 percent are attending the Watch-
tower study, 62 percent attend the
service meeting, and 59 percent at-
tend the Theocratic ministry school.
This merits the serious attention of
all of us, for, spiritually, we are
what we eat. It is only with minds
transformed by repeated and con-

tinuous study that we can prove or
understand what God's will is to-
ward vs. (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 5:10,

. 17) One who does not study as the

Lord directs cannot be a good wit-
ness. His mind is not renewed and
alerted to Kingdom requirements
and the revealed purposes of the
Lord as much as it could and should
be. Those regularly absent from
service meetings are not fully aware
of the many details of the campaigns
taken up and discussed at the serv-
ice meeting, the many problems to
be coped with, and the plans made
to meet them.

Likewise, those who do not keep
up with the Theocratic ministry
school and its study of the Bible
books, participate in speaking as-
signments and the oral and written
reviews, are to that extent limited
in their Kingdom service. It is true
that all of this requires effort, but
the spiritual compensation received
from the effort put forth, and the
blessing it enables us to bring to
others, repays us a thousandfold.

It may be that there are some who
because of old age, physical Infirini-
ties or other causes may not be able
to keep up with all the studies out-
lined, and undoubtedly the Lord will
accept their best efforts. But such
would not apply to those who are
able to attend and do not. It is dan-
gerous to spurn the Lord’s table.

These things have been called to
your attention that you may be con-
scious of the true conditions. The
commendable progress in number of
publishers in the field is not some-
thing with which to be content, for
we can prepare for even greater in-
creases in the future by taking full
advantage of God's provisions for
our instruction. Attend the Watch-
tower study, service meeting and
Theocratic school regularly; attend
the assembly in your circuit every
six months and your district assem-
bly during the coming year. Forsake
not the assembling of yourselves.
The spiritual nourishment provided
at all of these God-provided meet-
ings will equip alert servants to
overcome their weaknesses and ac-
complish further heartening increas-
es in the years to come,



Inspired Teaching to Equip for Good Work
Memorial Week-End to Hum with Theocratic Activity

Will March See
a Peak of Publishers?

The Bible is Jehovah’s Word. His
purpose in giving us the inspired
Scriptures the apostle Paul forcibly
emphasizes in the text for March:
“All scripture is inspired by God
and profitable . . . to make the man
of God proficient and equip him for
good work of every Kind.”—2 Tim.
3:16,17, Moffutt.

The better we understand the
Bible, the stronger our conviction
will be that it is indeed the inspired
Word of Jehovah God and the better
equipped we shall be for good work
of every kind. This requires study,
not only of his Word, the Bible, but
also of all the helps he has provided
for our understanding it. Foremost
among such helps is the Waich-
tower magazine,

“Good work” is that leading to
the vindication of Jehovah’s name,
and, for creatures on earth today,
consists of maintaining integrity by
bearing witness to the truth. Dur-
ing March, all properly equipped
men of God will engage in good
work by going from house to house
presenting first the subscription for
The Waichtower at the subscription
rate of $1.00 (or, if desired, a two-
subscription offer including both
magazines, with the premium of
eight booklets with each subscrip-
tion). If unable to obtain the Watch-
tower subscription, introduce the
alternate offers, a subscription for
Awake! a bound book or a booklet
combination, or, lastly, the new
booklet, “The Joy of All the People”,
a copy of which should be left at
every home where they will read it.

“Good work” also includes calling
back on all those who have mani-
fested interest and who seek to in-
crease their appreciation and under-
standing of the inspired Scriptures.
Call back with a definite purpose
and be properly equipped to carry
out that purpose. Remember, plac-
ing the literature is only the first
step. Advertising and attending the
public meetings are also included
in “good work”, and should not be
overlooked.

Memorial Week-End Activity

Outstanding in “good work” for
March will be the assembling for
the Memorial celebration on Thurs-
day evening March 25. This event
always gives stimulus to the zeal
of Jehovah's servants, repeatedly re-
sulting in a peak of publishers. With
proper advance preparation another
peak is possible this time. To aid

District Assembly at Atlanta

The first of the 1948 district
assemblies in the United States
will be held in Atlanta, Georgia,
March 12-14, at the Municipal Au-
ditorium, 30 Courtland Street. Room
Request Forins and other details
have already been sent to all com-
panies embraced within District
No. 2, in which this assembly is
being held. All publishers should
see to it that their Room Request
Forms are forwarded to WATCH-
TOoWER CONVENTION, 203 Spring
Street N.W., Atlanta 3, Georgia,
not later than February 5. Brother
Knorr and other representatives of
the Society’s headquarters expect to
be present at this assembly and
serve on the program. The Society
also hopes to operate a cafeteria for
the convenience of the brethren.
All publishers should begin planning
now to attend this assembly, and
encourage all their good-will interest
to come to the convention with them.

companies in planning a full week-
end of Theocratic activity, the fol-
lowing suggestions are given:

Group witnessing should be ar-
ranged for daily from Thursday
through Sunday, making a special
effort to take newly interested along
in field service. All will attend the
Memorial celebration Thursday eve-
ning, inviting and bringing their
good-will interest along. Friday eve-
ning should see a well-prepared and
interesting service meeting as well
as school in Theocratic ministry.
Companies usually holding service
meetings Thursday evening will
change to Friday during this special
week-end activity.

Saturday afternoon and evening
should see all-out advertising of the
public meeting. Sunday forenoon all
should endeavor to engage in door-
to-door work presenting the current
offer and advertising the public talk,
which should be held on Sunday,
either afternoon or evening. This
talk should be followed shortly by
the study in The Watchtower. Many
companies will be able to begin the
new series, providing additional
stimulus to the week-end activity.
With all publishers taking full ad-
vantage of the many opportunities
presented by this full program of
Theocratic activity to encourage
new and weak publishers to similar
“good work”, a peak of publishers
can be attained.

Let each one show his apprecia-
tion of God’s gift of the inspired
Scriptures by equipping himself for
and engaging in “good work” of
every kind throughout the month
of March.

Field Service Report
MONTHLY QUOTAS

Av, Av. Av,
Pubs. Hrs. B-C Bk. St.
Sp’l Pios. 175.0 50.0 7.1
Son. Pros. 3804 {1780 200 7.1
Co. Pubs. 70,584 14.5 3.6 1.0
December Report
Av, Av. Av.
Pubs. Hrs. B.C Bk. St.
Sp't Plos. 524 164.8 56.9 6.9
Gen, Plos. 2,651 129.,5 37.7 5.3
Co. Pubs, 66,312 12.6 3.5 5

PUBLIC MEETING CAMPAIGN
Public Meetings Held 3,372

Publications Now in Stock

“Let God Be True” —Arabic
“The Truth Shall

Make You Free’ —Hollandish
“The Truth Shall

Make You Free” —Norwegian
“The Prince of Peace” —Arabic
“The Prince of Peace” —French
“The Prince of Peace” —German
“Be Glad, Ye Nations” —FI'rench

“Be Glad, Ye Nations” —Hungarian

“Be Glad, Ye Nalions” —Polish
“The Meek Inherit

The Earth” —Tagalog
“One World, One

Government” —Tagalog
“The Kingdom of God

Is Nigh” -~Pangasinan

Companies Furnishing
Literature to Pioneers

The instructions set forth in the
December, 1947, Informant should
be followed when pioneers obtain
literature from companies. Thus it
will be unnecessary for companies
to send the Society a letter when
making such transactions. The in-
structions given with the inaugura-
tion of the new Literature Request
Form take the place of previous in-
structions issued in the letter of
October 23, 1947, sent to companies
and pioneers.

Public Meetings Make Progress
New Talks for 1948

Foreign-speaking People
to Benefit

The flow of truth reaching hear-
ing ears from the public platform
has continuously swelled until today
there is scarcely a community that
has not had the opportunity to bene-
fit. Speakers have prepared diligent-
ly, companies have planned care-
fully, publishers have co-operated
closely, and much assistance has
been given to the weak and inactive
to share in the public meeting work.
All have worked in harmony with
and have been directed by the spirit
of Jehovah. With this continuing,
why should not this feature of our
work be growing?

Because of this constant effort on
the part of our brethren, world-
wide, the encouraging report on pub-
lic meetings in the 1948 Yearbook
was made possible. Well over 100,000
meetings held in all nations and pre-
sented in all languages, with a total
attendance reaching into millions!
A world attendance figure of 250,582
on one Sunday alone! Yet before us
lies the prospect of even greater
increases as the Theocratic organ-
ization expands and all companies
become more aware that the public
meetings are now an integral part
of our Theocratic activity.

New Talks Give Impetus

The public meeting program will
be given added impetus during 1948
by the provision of a new series of
talks. Their titles are:

“A Signal for All Nations”
“Is Christendom Christian?”
“Which Is the True Church?”
“God’s Purpose

Now Reaching a Climax”
“Learning to Live Forever”
“Who Are God’s Ministers?”
“A Ransom for All People”
“The ‘Last Days’,

Then a Peaceful World”

This new series of talks will be-
gin Sunday, March 28, 1948, or as
soon thereafter as possible. Some
may have to wait a week or so, due
to insufficient speakers, and com-
panies being visited by the servant
to the brethren should use his talk
“Paradise Earth—-Man’s Permunent
Home” for March 28. Do not sched-
ule a series of the old talks to begin
after this date, but complete the old
series if it is in progress at that
time. Whichever talk is given on
March 28 will contribute its share
to the effectiveness of the Memorial
week-end activity., Advertise and
support it enthusiastically.

Three sets of the new outlines are
being sent to each company with
this Informant. Two sets are to be
distributed to the speakers, and the
third set kept in the Theocratic
ministry school library. It would be
well for the company committee and
the Theocratic ministry school serv-
ant to immediately review the in-
structions in the March, 1947, In-
formant relative to public meetings,
and consider this material during a
service meeting. Lay all plans care-
fully and order your handbills early.
Avoid rush orders as much as pos-
sible. If you lack speakers, co-
operate with near-by companies that
can assist you.

Foreign-Language Meetings

Foreign-language meetings, which
have already had an enthusiastic re-
sponse, will be continued with the
new talks. Selection and qualifica-
tions of speakers and all arrange-
ments for these meetings will be the
same as with the English meetings,
and made under the direction of the
servants of the company. No meet-
ings should be arranged for inde-

pendent of the company organiza-
tion. Foreign-speaking brethren who
have shown a keen desire to improve
their ministry hy enrolling and par-
ticipating in the Theocratic Ministry
school will now have the privilege of
delivering the message in their own
language if the committee and the
school servant deem them qualified.
Experience gained through the min-
istry course will undoubtedly be a
great aid to these brethren in pre-
paring the one-hour talks.

‘When ordering handbills for for-
eign-lunguage meetings, keep in
mind that ArLL copy for the front
side of the handbill must be given
in the language in which you wish
it to appear. If portions are omitted
or left untranslated, the order will
be returned for correction. It is as
important for the company servant
to check these orders as any other
correspondence with the Society.

The stage for public meetings has
again been set. Speakers, continue
to prepare diligently, keeping your
talks fresh, alive and up-to-date as
the year advances. All companies,
prepare to participate in the public
meeting feature of the service even
though you may not have done so
in the past. All publishers, give this
feature of your ministry the full
support that is its due. With this
done world-wide, what increases
may we expect in the public meet-
ings during 19487 Let’s get off to a
good start!

Personal Pioneer Letter

Aims Toward 10 Percent Goal

A most favorable opportunity now
opens up for the servants of Jehovah
to become pioneers. The new pro-
vision of lowered requirements pro-
vides the opportunity, and we con-
fidently anticipate a ready response
from all who can avail themselves
of this helpful arrangement. That
each servant of God may be assisted
to give personal consideration to
this important matter, an individual
copy of a letter on the pioneer serv-
ice is being sent with this Informant.
Besides being studied personally,
this letter is to be read as part of
the next service meeting and fully
discussed during a subsequent serv-
ice meeting in that month, as well
as be read at the first Watchiower
study after its receipt.

Present Response Gratifying;
Many Enroll

Expressions of joy and apprecia-
tion pour into the office daily be-
cause brethren previously unable to
pioneer can now do so. “Please send
me a pioneer application,” writes
one sister; “this is the happiest day
of my life.” Two others who had
asked to be dropped from the list
wrote: “Please cancel our removal;
we can meet the requirements now.”
Still another says, ‘“The new ar-
rangement is a loving and merciful
provision of our heavenly Father
and will bring about a great in-
crease in the ranks of full-time
ministers.”

Heartfelt gratitude moves such to
active service. As you read your
copy of the pioneer letter, may love
for Jehovah and his righteous cause
prompt you to zealous action. Broth-
ers, sisters, the young, the old, all
who possibly can, grasp this oppor-
tunity. Remember, the goal is 10 per-
cent of all publishers to be in the
pioneer service. May you be num-
bered among the growing throng
of joyful, full-time praisers.
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