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HaveYou EverWondered-

Is It Right ToTalk

To Others About
Religion?

ELIGION is front-page news today.

Pope John Paul's journeys, theologi-
cal dissent in Europe, the rise of Islam
and the daily focus on the ayatollahs
of Iran, all regularly hit the headlines.
So, many people— including those who
used to avoid the subject—are now
talking about religion.

MUST TALKING ABOUT RELIGION
ALWAYS LEAD TO ARGUMENT?

Well, it shouldn't. It ought to help
people to understand why others think
and act the way they do. Especially is
that true when the Bible is discussed,
because it encourages us to love our
neighbors.

Don't you agree that there is a need
for better understanding among neigh-
bors? To get to know one another the
logical thing is to talk personally to one
another. But this is not always easy,
especially when religion is involved.

For instance, recently many Asians
AWAKE! — JULY 22, 1980

from India, Pa-
kistan and East
African countries
emigrated to the
British Isles.
Naturally they,
brought with
them their col-
orful cultures,
along with their
religions. Com-
municating with
this Gujarati-
speaking popu-
lation of close to
a half million is
no simple task
for the Chris-
tian! The easiest
course: simply
don't bother
about it. Most
churches in the
British Isles don't. They are quite satisfied
with simply coexisting.

On the other hand, many of Jehovah's
Witnesses have undertaken to study the
language of their new neighbors so as
to speak to them about faith in God.
Interestingly, the newspaper "Garavi Gu-
jarat" recently commented: "And now Bi-
ble lectures are being given in Gujarati”
by Jehovah's Witnesses on a regular ba-
sis. This has generated many friendships
because of the increased warmth and
understanding shown. In addition to un-
derstanding your neighbors better, are
there other benefits to these interchanges?
In other words . . .

ARE THERE REAL BENEFITS
FROM SUCH CONVERSATIONS?

Yes, because all involved can broaden
their knowledge of religion and its role
in life today. Though religion is a per-
sonal matter, there is truth in the wise
Bible proverb: "People learn from one
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another, just as iron sharpens iron/'
— Prov. 27:17, "Good News Bible."

No one has complete spiritual knowl-
edge. We can all "learn from one an-
other,” just as the proverb states. Friend-
ly discussions about religion can uplift as
well as provide meaningful answers to
vital questions. "Today each person has
deep questions inside," reports one young
girl who bemoans: "You don't find the
answers in religion, in the church. Al-
though | have faith, there's something
missing in the church.”

Many agree. They still have faith in
God, but have been frustrated trying to
find answers to deep questions in the
church. For instance, What happens after
death? Why has God permitted wicked-
ness? Will he ever do anything about it?
What is the purpose of life? How can |
keep my family together? Most churches
have not given persons satisfying an-
swers. As a result, many have slowly
stopped going to church. But this brings
us to another thought-provoking ques-
tion:

DO YOU HAVE TO GO TO CHURCH
TO DISCUSS RELIGION?

The example of the Founder of Chris-
tianity suggests No. One unusual aspect
of Jesus' preaching activity was that he
needed no special building in which to

In FutLre Issues

m Alcohol for Fuel—Is It
the Answer?

m What Happened to the
"GreenReu

s How Much Time Do You
Want?

talk with people about religion. He was
happy talking about God anywhere at
any time. On a hillside, in a marketplace,
at the seashore, or just walking along
a dusty road. They were natural settings
and people were, therefore, relaxed
when conversing with him.

Jesus visited people in their homes to
talk about religion. In fact, the Bible
reveals that some of his most profound
teachings were expounded in private
homes. To his disciples, he specifically
said: "Into whatever city or village you
enter, search out who in it is deserving,
and stay there until you leave. When you
are entering into the house, greet the
household; and if the house is deserving,
let the peace you wish it come upon it."
Very clearly they were to visit people at
home and share what they had learned
from Jesus.— Matt. 10:11-13; 13:36.

As the Christian faith grew, the home
became the focal point of assembly.
Though they eventually had meeting
places where the whole congregation
came together for Bible study, much of
their actual conversing about God oc-
curred in homes. It was this willingness
to talk to others on every occasion that
contributed to the rapid expansion of
Christianity. The zealous disciples set a
fine example for Christians today.

Today Jehovah's Witnesses are willing
to do the same thing. They know that the
Bible has satisfying answers to the deep
questions raised earlier, as well as many
more. They will be glad to share such
information with you. Each week they
visit well over a million homes world
wide to conduct regular Bible discussions.
You only have to ask to be included in
this free public service. Discover for your-
self how helpful it can be to talk to
Jehovah's Witnesses about the answers
that the Bible gives to the problems of
life.
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Attitudes Are
Changing

By “Awake!" correspondent in Canada

HESE are times of change. New view-

points are replacing the old. One area
where this is very obvious is in the atti-
tudes of the younger and older genera-
tions about drug use.

The challenge many parents have had
to face on the increasing use of drugs
by their children is shown by a teen-age
son who protests: “Alcohol and coffee are
the choice of
the choice of my generation. We each take
them for what we feel are good reasons.
The only difference is that your drugs are
legal and mine have been made illegal by
your generation.”

Who is right? Are people overreacting
to drug use? Is this expanding nonmedi-
cal use and growing acceptance of drugs
a real threat to you and your family?

AWAKE! — JULY 22, 1980

Does the *“recre-
ational” use of
drugs constitute a
truly dangerous sit-
uation for society?

There is no doubt
that the nonmedi-
cal use of drugs is
growing. Perhaps
you have thought
that with the pass-
ing of the “hippie”
generation the use
of drugs fell off,
that it peaked in
the 1960’s and that
the 1970’ were dif-
ferent. Yet research
of the 1970’ shows
that 70 percent of
the students in
American univer-
sities have wused
marijuana. Its use
by high-school stu-
dents in Canada jumped from 6.7 per-
cent in 1968 to 22.9 percent in 1974. Now,
probably three million Canadians and some
24 to 36 million Americans use marijuana.
In some Canadian cities children as young
as nine years of age are “shooting speed”
(injecting amphetamines), and six-year-
olds are getting'into “soft” drugs.

As for Europe, a newspaper report says:

yourgeneration;Ahwgstageery city of Western Europe is

becoming a centre of heroin addiction.” In
most parts of the world, especially among
the well-to-do, high-priced cocaine use is
on the rise.

A reflection of the growth of drug
use in the United States is seen in a re-
port by a former White House health ad-
viser, Dr. Peter Bourne. He said that
marijuana smuggling is now that nation’s
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third-largest industry. Only Exxon and
General Motors do bigger business in the
United States. In Florida, it tops even the

Marijuana smuggling
in the United States
is that nation’s third-
largest industry

tourist industry, he claimed, being now the
leading money-maker there. Did you know
these things?

Such growth in drug use is sure to cause
concern for parents and others. They are
concerned about the early and long-range
effects of drug taking on children and
adults, and on society as a whole.

There are those who propose that legal-
izing drug use would snatch drug traffick-
ing out of the hands of criminals and allow
for better control by government agencies.
Especially do they argue for this on the
basis of the alleged harmlessness of drugs
if used moderately. They may then cite
reports like the one that appeared in
the Montreal
March 31,1979, which said: “In the past 80
years 13 major national and international
commissions have inquired into cannabis
[marijuana] and each has reached broad-

Is it true that the use

of some drugs constitutes
no more danger to your
health than moderate use
of caffeine, alcohol

or nicotine?

ly the same conclusions:; that its dangers
have been greatly exaggerated.”

Yet in the same city just a few days
earlier, another newspaper, The Gazette
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(March 22, 1979), reported on a Symposi-
um on Marijuana held at Rheims, France,
and said: “More than 40 scientists from
13 countries presented the latest findings
on marijuana—and they are alarming.”
[Italics added] The -conflicting reports
leave many persons perplexed.

In the case of drugs other than mari-
juana, advocates of legalized drug use will
point to a news report like the one in the
Vancouver Sun that told of a prison doc-
tor, Robert Schulze, who would like to
see heroin legalized. Dr. Schulze claimed
that after performing many autopsies on
former heroin users he had seen no dam-
age due to heroin. He added that heroin

Many scientists are
not yet ready to give
all “popular” drugs a
clean bill of health

used over a long period of time would like-
ly be less harmful than candy or aspirin
used over the same period of time. He

StarNews andS®i&yield ipf totally harmless thing to have

freely available in the community.”

Confused?

The claims by each side are conflicting
ones, to say the least. However, since de-
cisions involving your attitude toward the
use of drugs are so far-reaching, careful
analysis is needed. For example, one ar-
gument of proponents is that drug use is
becoming more and more acceptable and
therefore it is just a matter of time and
conditioning before other drugs have the
same popular status as coffee, tobacco and
alcohol. But does general acceptance by
the public argue that a substance is neces-
sarily harmless? Not really. Certainly it
has not proved to be so with tobacco.

Despite the contradictions found in the

AWAKE! — JULY 1980



various studies and reports on drugs, es-
pecially when dealing with marijuana use,
medical men in general and many scien-
tists are not yet ready to give all “popu-
lar” drugs a clean bill of health. There
are still serious reservations about the
long-term effects of even the so-called
“soft” drugs. There is growing concern
about the effects on the unborn.
Maclean’s magazine reported that due to
a lot of pressure on the Canadian govern-
ment to legalize marijuana, in March of
1979 *“each member of Parliament re-
ceived a letter from a dozen high-ranking
Canadian doctors urging extreme caution
in this contentious matter.” Why? One
would be wise to find out. He should also
investigate why, if it is as harmless as
claimed, so many using drugs try desper-

ately and repeatedly to break free from
drug use.

Therefore, it is important that we an-
swer the question, Are drugs really dan-
gerous? How can you know for sure? Is
there enough evidence to assure you of

Does general acceptance
by the public argue that
a substance is necessarily
harmless?

the right viewpoint to take as to what
would be best for the health and life of
self and loved ones? Should we take a
closer look at our own use of drugs? The
information that follows should help you
to answer these questions.

R LA AN

YOUTH'S PRIORITIES?

Advanced journalism students at Gross Pointe South High School in Michigan
conducted a survey that may shed some light on what many modern youths
put first in their lives. The survey revealed that an average student at the
high school spent about $4,400 annually, using almost twice as much for

cigarettes, alcohol and drugs as for lunches and clothing.

In a month the

average student was said to spend: Alcohol and drugs, $80.84; cigarettes,

$37.60; clothing, $46.29; lunches,

$21.12;

automobile expenses, $24.11.

What will be the next generation's priorities?

Spent for cigarettes,
alcohol and drugs

Spent for lunches
and clothing ...

AWAKE! — JULY 22, 1980

$118.44
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By "Awake!" correspondent in Canada

LL drugs are potentially dangerous. A drug

is any substance that by its chemical na-
ture alters the structure or function of a living
organism. It is this “altering” effect that con-
stitutes a definite danger.

The drugs here being discussed are substances
that have some effect on the mood, perception
and consciousness. According to this definition,
a number of things in common use, such as
coffee, some tea, cola drinks and alcoholic
beverages, although not thought of as drugs
in themselves, actually do contain drugs. The

8
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drug in the first three is caffeine and, ob-
viously, in the latter is ethyl alcohol. Mod-
erate use of these drinks is not harmful,
and may even possess some nutritional or
health value. Wine, for example, is spe-
cifically recommended in the Bible for
health reasons. At 1 Timothy 5:23 it
states: “Use a little wine for the sake of
your stomach and your frequent cases of
sickness.”

But the use of drugs can cause serious
problems. The accompanying chart shows
what some of these are.

Of course, some drugs are used for
healing purposes, or to reduce pain due
to illness or surgery. Are there abuses in
such medical use of drugs? Certainly. For
example, not only is there the over-
medication that results from the indis-
criminate prescribing of tranquilizers and
antibiotics by some doctors, but there
is also the overuse by individuals of non-
prescription drugs such as aspirin and
sleeping pills. And that, too, is harmful
and dangerous. But that is something that
we will discuss in a later issue of Awake!

Generally, however, the use of drugs in
medicine is not the same as drug use by
individuals where the purpose and moti-
vation are very different. The results to
the recipient are also usually very dif-
ferent.

Just look at what happens to those who
abuse drugs for whatever reason. Note
carefully what even short-term abuse will
bring about. Ask yourself, Are not the
dangers to health and life real ones? Con-
sider just a few examples:

AMPHETAMINES: Short-term use re-
sults in reduced appetite, increased heart
rate and raised blood pressure. Long-term,
heavier doses result in restlessness, irrita-
tion, malnutrition, increased susceptibility
to infections, high blood pressure, a sense
of power and superiority, unusual delu-

AWAKE! — JULY 22, 1980

sions and hallucinations, paranoia, and so
forth. Not a pretty list, is it?

BARBITURATES: Short-term effects
are slurred speech, staggering, a “high”
feeling, and, in large doses, unconscious-
ness and fatal depression of the respiratory
system. Harmless?

COCAINE: Short-term effects are
much like those from amphetamines. Long-
term, heavier doses bring on bizarre, er-
ratic and violent behavior, paranoid psy-
chosis, and sometimes an irresistible and
maddening sensation that something is
crawling under the skin.

OPIUM, HEROIN AND CODEINE (the
latter used in many cough medicines found
in drugstores): Short-term effects of opi-
ates like these include a state of “content-
ment,” detachment, nausea and vomiting.
An acute overdose adversely affects the
respiratory function, with danger of death.
Does nonmedical use of these sound safe
to you?

TRANQUILIZERS: Adverse effects are
reduced alertness, slurred speech, dizziness,
depression, possible impairment of muscle
coordination, urinary retention, low blood
pressure, and so forth.

LSD: Effects are usually rapid pulse,
distortion of perception, anxiety or panic,
feelings of unusual power or importance.

PCP: Effects noted often are shallow
respiration, increased blood pressure, mus-
cular incoordination, numbness of the ex-
tremities. With larger doses: nausea, vom-
iting, blurred vision, loss of balance,
delusions, confusion, hallucinations, coma,
uncontrollable rage, suicidal and homicid-
al tendencies, death.

Frightening? Yes, and yet the list is by
no means complete. Under the influence
of these drugs people often lose their lives.
In the book Mind

here is relatec



22 AINC — iDIVMV

0867

ANA
(Acetylsal-
icylic acid)

CAFFEINE

HALLUCINO-
GENS

z\IARCOTICS

Opiate
analgesics)

NICOTINE
(Tobacco)

EXAMPLES

Beer
Whisky
Wine

Alka-Seltzer
Anacin

Aspirin

Bufferin

Dristan

Frosst 222
Templeton TRC

Cocoa
Coffee
Cola drinks

Tea .
Wake-up pills

DET; DMT;
LBJ; LSD;
MDA; STP;
Hashish

Marijuana

Codeine
Demerol
Heroin
Methadone
Morphine

Chewing

. tobacco
Cigarettes
Cigars
Pipe tobacco
Snuff

MEDICAL CLASSIFICA-

E
TIONS AND USES

Central nervous
depressant.
Used to sedate,

system
promote

_sleep.

Dilates the blood vessels.
Energy source.

Aid to digestion.

Central nervous
depressant.
Used for fever, headaches,
inflammation, muscular

pain and neuralgia.

system

Central  nervous
stimulant. . .
Sometimes as mild stimu-

system

ant.

Acts on kidneys to produce
diuresis. .

Stimulates cardiac muscle.

Central nervous system
stimulant and/or de-
pressant.

No medical use.

Central nervous
depressant. .
Used to relieve pain.

system

Central nervous system
depressant and/or” stim-

ulant. .
No medical use.

SHORT-TERM EFFECTS

Initial relaxation.

Loss of inhibitions.

Impaired coordination.

Slowing down of reflexes
and mental processes.

Attitude changes, increased
risk-taking “to point of
bad judgment.

Reduces fever, inflamma-
tion and pain.

Stomach upsets and pos-
sible gastric bleeding.

Greater alertness and in-
creased sleeplessness.
Involuntary hand tremors.

Reduced appetite; in-
creased ene?g and post-
ponement of fatigue; in-
creased heart rate and
blood pressure; dilation

of pupils.
A_“hlr%_h’ feeling. i
Distortions of ~perception
in colors, shapes, sizes
and distances. .
Impairs. memory, _logical
hinking and ~ability to
perform complex tasks.

Relief from Pain; produces
a state of contentment;
sometimes nausea an
vomiting.

Increases pulse rate; rais-
es blood pressure; low-
ers skin = temperature;

raises acid levels in_ the
stomach; first stimu-
lates, then lowers activ-
ity in brain and nervous
system; reduces appetite
and physical endurance.

LONG-TERM EFFECTS

Regular, heavy use adds
to chances” of cancer
of the _gastrointestinal
tract, cirrhosis of the
liver, gastritis, heart_ dis-
ease and pancreatitis.

Enhances the effect of an-
ticoagulants, making pa-
tients bleed more easily.

Possible side effects are
asthma, hives and irri-
tation  and _bleeding of
gastrointestinal tract.

Regular, heavy use increas-
es caffeine dependence
(withdrawal symptoms
include irritability, rest-
lessness and headache).

Also, insomnia, anxiety
stomach and duodenal
ulceration.

Psycho_lolgical dependence
possible. i
Apathy, loss of drive and

interest in continuing
activity. i

Prolonged anxiety and de-
pression.

lllusions

Marijuana smoke, due to
high-tar_content, carries
risk of lung_ ' cancer,
chronic bronchitis.

Rapid development of tol-
erance and_physical and
psychological” depen-
dence.

Damage to blood vessels in
heart and brain. Short-
ness of breath, cough.

Increased respiratory ~ in-
fections. .

Chronic bronchitis.

Emphysema.

Risk of cancer of bladder,
esophagus, kidneys, lar-
ynx, lungs, mouth and
pancreas.

Stomach ulcers.

MAJOR DANGERS

Possibility of physical and
psychological depen-
ence.

| and personal de-
terioration.

Permanent damage_ to
brain, kidneys and liver.

To be avoided if you have
blood clotting abnormal-
ities, ulcers "and bleed-
ing _problems, nasal in-
fection, sinus disease,
asthma or allergic con-
ditions of the nose or
sinuses.

Suspected = as cause of
heart disease, bladder
cancer and birth defects.

Bizarre mental effects.
Irreversible personality
¢ _antr;es. . .
Suicidal. or homicidal in-
clinations.

“Flashbacks” may occur
even after drug discon-
tinued.

Very strong physical and
psychological depen-
dence.

Addictive. i i

Getr_\eral physical deteriora-
ion.

Death from overdose due to
respiratory depression.

With habitual use, cancer
of larynx, lungs and
mouth;” irritative  breath-
ing syndrome, chronic
bronchitis and pulmo-
nary emphysema.

Damage to the heart, blood
vessels.

Impaired vision.
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SEDATI
AND
HYPNO

VES
TICS

SOLVENTS
(Deliriants)

STIMULANTS

TRANQ

1ZER
(Minor)

UIL-
S

Barbiturates

myta
Nembutal
Seconal
Tuinal

Airplane glue
Dr¥ cleaner
luid
Gasoline
Lighter fuels
Nail polish
remover
Paint_thinners
Plastic cement

Amphetamines
Benzedrine
Cocaine

Coca leaves
Dexedrine
Methedrine
Phenmetrazine
PMA

TMA

Equanil
Librium
Miltown
Valium
Vivol

Central nervous
depressant.. X i
Used' In treating insomnia,
anxiety, tension and ep-

system

ileps%/, and in treat-

ment of mental disor-
ders.

Central nervous system
depressant.

No medical use.

Stimulant to central ner-
vous system. .
Relieves ~ mild depression

and fatigue.

Central nervous

system
depressant.

SMALL DOSES can re-
lieve anxiety and ten-
sion, bringing calmness
and relaxation of mus-

cles.

LARGER . DOSES result in
intoxicated feeling,
slurred speech, stagger-
ing, unconsciousness.

ACfUtEI OVERDOSE can be
atal.

Extreme excitement; disori-
entation and confusion,
slurred speech and dizzi-
ness; distortions of per-
ception and vision; audi-
tory hallucinations; loss
of ‘'muscular control.

Larger _doses result in
sleepiness and uncon-
sciousness and even

death due to heart fail-
ure.

Reduces appetite; increas-
es energy, deters fa-
tigue; increases _alert-
ness; induces faster
breathing; increases
heart rate ~and blood
ressure,  risking rup-
ure of blood vessels or
heart failure.

With, LARGER DOSES, talk-
ativeness, restlessness,
paranoia, panic, delu-
sions of grandeur.

Relaxes muscles; calms
hyperactivity, stress and
anxiety; lowers emotion-
al responses to external
stimuli. .

Reduces alertness; gives
short-term relief from

_anX|et¥é

With  LARGER DOSES, po-
tential adverse effect on
.muscle coordination.

Dizziness, drowsiness, low-
ered blood pressure and/
or fainting possible.

Rapid development of tol-
erance and dependence.

Normal sleep 'not pro-
duced.

Dependence may develop,
craving and habituation.
Extensive use may bring
about kidney and liver

damage.
Malnutrition; increasingly
subject to infections;

rapid development o
psychological depen-
dence.

Danger of physical depen-
dence

Similar to sedative hyp-
notics.

With continual use, high
psychological depen-
dence.

Dangers due to faulty
udgment and coordina-

ion.

Possible brain and kidney
dama?e.

Death from overdose or
in_ combination with al-
cohol.

Psychological
iability. .
Potential irreversible dam-

dependence

age to the brain, liver
and kidneys.
Accidental death due to

choking or suffocation.

High blood pressure or
eart attacks; brain
damage, malnutrition,
exhaustion, pneumonia.

Coma and death.

Dangerous with alcohol.

Produces depression, men-
tal sluggishness, slurred
speech.



the account of one young girl who, after
taking LSD, jumped to her death on a
rocky beach because the ocean below ap-
peared to her as a silky scarf. Then there
were the youths who wanted to ‘become
one’ with the traffic on a busy thorough-
fare. And there was the student who had
to be restrained from leaping from an
apartment window because he wanted to
use his new ability to fly. Long is the list
that tells of those who committed suicide
or perpetrated terrible crimes after using
PCP or LSD.

Imagine its power: an eyedropperful
of LSD would be enough to produce a
drug experience for 10,000 people. “By
weight it is about three million times as

An eyedropperful

of LSD would be enough to
produce a drug experience
for 10,000 people

potent as crude marijuana,” says the book
Mind Drugs.

In addition to the direct effect of the
chemicals themselves, many drugs are ad-
ministered by unsterilized hypodermic nee-
dles, adding the dangers of tetanus, phle-
bitis, hepatitis and inflammation of the
lining of the heart and its valves. Sooner
or later, too, if a person becomes addicted
or dependent, he will find himself in the
company of criminal elements and in dan-
gerous neighborhoods as he seeks out
sources of his drugs. All of these pose a
threat to health and life.

What are your chances of survival on
the highways these days with so many
under the adverse influences of drugs?
Would you be at ease if you knew that
coming at you at night from the oppo-
site direction on a highway was a young
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girl who, due to recurrent effects of a
drug she once took, now sees 1,000 pairs
of headlights ahead of her, resulting in

Marijuana users are
considered to be a hazard
on the highway and

on the job

her not knowing for sure which are your
real ones and which are the illusions? In
her case, the headlights trigger the recur-
rence of the drug effect.

And are you at ease on the highway
knowing that one of the effects of mari-
juana is the impairment of the ability to
judge distance and time? that coordination
is slowed down and that ability to make
decisions is affected? What would that
mean to you and your family when you
are on a busy highway with many cars
passing one another? Dangerous? No
doubt about it!

Imagine, too, on a job, the danger to
persons other than the drug takers. Think
of the threat to life from having people
afflicted by dizziness, loss of control,
blurred vision and hallucinations working
on fast-moving machinery and equipment,
operating cranes lifting heavy objects over-
head, or handling dangerous liquids and
explosives. They truly constitute a threat
to their own lives and to those of fellow
workers. Do people have a right thus to
endanger the lives of others? This rela-
tively new safety problem is of serious con-
cern to employers and medical officers at
large plants. No wonder some job appli-
cations inquire as to the applicant’s pre-
vious use of drugs, if any!

There are those who would argue that
they are doing better work now that they
have used drugs to sharpen their aware-
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ness and creativity. But the facts argue
otherwise. Take the case of a man who
had been a successful international law-
yer. For months after his experience with
LSD he simply wandered about in the
desert pondering his “experience” and its
meaning.

A doctor’s report to executives on prob-
lems due to the increase of marijuana
smoking pointed out that its use has “an
adverse effect on performance of high-
level jobs. The user is frequently lethargic,
lacks motivation, is prone to error, has
trouble remembering important details,
and cannot think practically about the
future.” How can a person’ brain be really
aided by something that interferes with
perception?

In another case a doctor tells of a trans-
formation in a formerly bright student,
studying for his law degree and his Ph.D.
The changes came with marijuana use.

In time, thinking became unclear, con-
centration on schoolwork became more and
more difficult and there were problems in
his ability to finish work. Later, hostile re-
actions showed up and there was suspicion
of others. The student and two compan-
ions were killed a short time later when
the small plane he was piloting crashed.

As for cocaine, a report in Psychology
Today said that it “gives an often decep-
tive feeling of improved intellectual and

Cocaine "gives an

often deceptive feeling
of improved intellectual
and physical capacity”

physical capacity.” It added: “The eu-
phoria and confidence induced by cocaine
can make the user attribute to the drug
effects that have nothing to do with it, and
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cause him to overestimate the changes it
does produce.” Even though amphetamines,
since they are stimulants, seem to improve
performance of simple tasks, “they do not
improve performance on more complex
tasks,” explained the same magazine.

The situation with drug use seems to
be that the user thinks he is better than
ever, but he really is not. The fact of life
that must also be appreciated in this mat-
ter is that no drug is able in some magi-
cal way to develop a talent or an ability
that was not there at the start.

Of real concern these days to medical
men and many parents is the result of pa-
rental drug taking on the unborn. The
route for nourishment to a baby is the
mother’s bloodstream. Thus the many
things a mother eats, drinks or otherwise
puts into her body eventually show up in
the baby.

Who can forget the tragic results to the
unborn in the case of the mothers who
took thalidomide as a sleeping pill? Ba-
bies were born with malformed limbs or
arms and legs missing. There are also
cases reported where an infant of a drug-
taking mother was born with withdrawal
symptoms, and where the baby of an al-
coholic mother was bom an alcoholic. Now,
also, tranquilizers are thought to pose dan-
gers to the young.

No wonder more and more warnings are
issued to pregnant women and those who
plan pregnancies about the risks involved
with drugs, smoking, even aspirin, tea and
coffee. Dr. Conrad Schwarz, head of the
psychiatric department at St. Paul’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver, said that scientific re-
sults have shown that “in pregnancies,
the active ingredient in marijuana passes
through the placenta to the fetus,” and
that “the ingredient also passes through
breast milk.”

Add to that the adverse consequences
to the kidneys, brain and liver in barbi-
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turate abuse and the inhaling of fumes
from various solvents. What a poor start
in life drug-taking women give their
children!

One of the almost certain results of
starting on drugs is the eventual taking
of other drugs. Thus, it is not uncommon
to find that heroin users are also users
of marijuana, that some who take amphet-
amines to get “high” later take a depres-
sant to bring them “down,” resorting to
such drugs as tranquilizers or alcohol. The
risk of mixing these drugs can be seen in
this explanation:

The effect you desire from one drug,
such as a depressant like a tranquilizer,

One alcoholic beverage
plus one barbiturate can
have the force of five
or six drinks

may be canceled out by a stimulant taken
at approximately the same time. For ex-
ample, if one drinks six cups or more of
caffeine-containing coffee the “benefit” of
a tranquilizer will be nullified. On the oth-
er hand, the taking of two drugs of the
same kind, such as two depressants or two
stimulants, will heighten the effect—but
not just a doubling of the effect. And here
is where one encounters a very real dan-
ger. It is said that one alcoholic beverage
plus one barbiturate can have the force of
five or six alcoholic drinks. Or, as one
pamphlet from a provincial ministry of
health put it: “If you weigh 150 Ibs., seven
drinks in a couple of hours will probably
make you intoxicated. If you have taken
a cold capsule or some cough medicine as
well, you may be unconscious. If you have
also taken a barbiturate, you may find
yourself in the emergency ward, or per-
haps in the morgue.”
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What about those who are not drug ad-
dicts but who are merely Taking what the
doctor ordered'? They, too, must be care-
ful and informed. You may be taking tran-
quilizers or perhaps have had one dose
of a cough medicine purchased at the local
pharmacy. Either of these mixed with one
beer can have the impact of three or four
drinks. One who is taking medication for
blood pressure, heart problems, diabetes,
epilepsy or allergies, should always ask a
doctor or a pharmacist about whether any
drug preparation he is to take is danger-
ous with coffee, tea, or alcoholic beverages.
Also, tell your doctor or pharmacist what
other drugs you are already taking when
you have another prescribed or are buying
one from your local druggist. Don't be-
come a statistic in the files of fatalities
from drug mixing!

Drugs alter bodily functions designed to
continue life. Any interference with or
altering of the body chemistry can be dan-
gerous and even death-dealing. Drugs will
cause some unbalance in your organism.
Their careful use as a prescribed medicine
may have the beneficial effect of counter-
acting some chemical imbalance, but con-
tinued experimental, recreational or non-
medical use of drugs is playing Russian
roulette with your life. And, if doing so,

Continued experimental,
recreational use of drugs
is playing Russian roulette
with your life

you are, in the case of those who are work-
ing and driving, or in the case of expec-
tant mothers, putting the lives of other
persons, including innocent babies, in jeop-
ardy. Is that love of neighbor? Really, is
there any valid reason for the current
bumper crop of drug abuse?
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HE view on Divina Vista Drive certainly

wasn't divine on Saturday, February
1980. It was 4:45 p.m. Torrential rain was hard
hitting all day, after nine days of storms had
dumped 17 inches (43 cm) of rain on Monterey
Park, a suburb of Los Angeles, California. |
looked out of our window. Our sun deck was
sagging, the railings leaning over backward.
The hill across the street was beginning to give
way, endangering the homes below.

Suddenly, police rescue squads were coming
up the street, sirens screaming. The paramedics
arrived, two fire engines roared up the street,
and an ambulance drove up after them. Divina
Vista Drive was a rushing river of water and
mud. A sound car drove up the street blaring
out: "Everyone must leave!"

Out in the driving rain the torrent was so
swift in the street that firemen had to carry us
across. We went down the hill in the ambu-
lance, but before reaching the bottom a mud
slide blocked the street with four feet (1.2 m)
of mud. No one could pass until city crews
bulldozed a path through for the ambulance. It
took us an hour to go 200 feet (61 m).

Our house was not hit as hard as were some
others. One home had a mud slide slam
through the house, pushing the refrigerator out
into the street. Through one of their broken
windows their couch was hanging out. Broken
parts of television sets, a dining table, sink and
ironing board were partially buried in the mud.
Farther up the street a mud slide had crushed
the walls of a house. The roof landed down
on the street below. All their furnishings were
in the front yard of the house across the
street.

Right next door two men were working at
the top of the steps of their two-story home.
Suddenly a dreadful rumbling like the roar of
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thunder was heard, and, boom! the mud slide
hit and pinned one of them under a car at the
bottom of the street. He was completely buried
in mud except for his head sticking out. Neigh-
bors dug him out, alive.

It was heartwarming, however, to see how
the disaster brought neighbors closer together.
Interesting was their realization of how material
things were not of primary importance. One
neighbor said: "It's an awful, sickening feeling
__all you accumulate in a lifetime can disap-
pear in the snap of the finger." Another said:
"Having something like that occur to you can
really do something. I've changed my entire
attitude about worrying over petty things."
Still another remarked: "When you're that close
to dying, being alive is really what's important.”

Public crews were working in the area in
12-hour shifts. Half of the force was on duty
all the time. On this one street 10 were in-
jured, including four firemen and three police-
men. The California Conservation Corps workers
distributed 495 rolls of plastic covering, 12,000
sandbags and 175 tons of sand to control mud
slides. All together, in Monterey Park 50 homes
were damaged, 15 very seriously damaged and
five were demolished. Loss is estimated at $2.5
million.

Court cases are pending as injured parties
are seeking damages. Who is responsible? The
defendants, including the city of Monterey
Park, will argue that the torrential rains and
the ensuing damage were an "act of God."
However, it is more accurate to look at the
acts of people. Builders bulldoze the natural
hillsides into pads and put houses on these
lots. Embankments of compacted fill dirt are
created, and the natural hillside is weakened.
When the rains come the chopped-up hills go.
— Contributed.
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7TENERATION for Mary Renewed—

Vv Pope leads resurgence of interest in
Jesus’ mother.” That four-column headline
in the Toronto Star, capping an article that
spoke of the upswing of “devotion to the
Virgin Mary,” is typical of reports pub-
lished all over the world. “The Pope has
an intense devotion to the Virgin,” wrote
the New York Times, adding, by way of
proof, that John Paul Il has recently visit-
ed Marian shrines in Mexico, Poland, Italy
and Ireland. In fact, according to Paris
daily Le Monde, his entire visit to Ireland
had as its keynote “Mary Queen of Peace.”

True, the Second Vatican Council (1962-
1965) reaffirmed the traditional Catholic
dogmas concerning Mary, but it is gener-
ally admitted that Vatican Il caused a de-
cline in the devotion to Mary among Cath-
olics in many lands. Already back in 1974,
Pope Paul VI felt it necessary to publish
a 30,000-word “apostolic exhortation,” Ma-
rialis Cultus (Marian devotion or worship),
calling for increased devotion to the “Vir-
gin Mary.”

Quite obviously John Paul Il feels that
Marian devotions need more attention. So
he is putting the full weight of his papal
authority behind the campaign for re-
newed devotion to Mary. But what effect
is his stand on this dogma likely to have?

Worship of Mary Made a Slow Start

Catholic reference works freely admit
that worship of Mary does not go back
to apostolic times. The Catholic Encyclo-
pedia states:

“Devotion to Our Blessed Lady in its ulti-
mate analysis must be regarded as a prac-
tical application of the doctrine of the
Communion of Saints. Seeing that this doc-
trine is not contained, at least explicitly, in
the earlier forms of the Apostles' Creed,
there is perhaps no ground for surprise if
we do not meet with any clear traces of the
cultus [worship] of the Blessed Virgin in
the first Christian centuries."
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The original Nicene Creed (325 C.E.)
makes no mention of the “Virgin Mary.”
It was not until the Council of Ephesus,
held in 431 C.E., that Mary was defined
in Catholic dogma as the “Mother of
God” (Greek: Theotokos, literally “God-
bearer”). And even then, this was more
for Trinitarian reasons (to combat Nesto-
rius, who denied that Jesus was brought
forth God-Man) than to encourage devo-
tion to Mary. Why this lack of attention
to the devotion to Mary?
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Because the practice is based, not on the
Bible, but on Apocryphal literature, such
as the so-called “Gospel of St. James” and
the Sibylline Oracles. According to
Catholic Encyclopedia, it was only in the
later Middle Ages, after the year 1000,
“that the deep feeling of love and confi-
dence in the Blessed Virgin, which hither-
to had expressed itself vaguely and in ac-
cordance with the promptings of the piety
of individuals, began to take organized
shape in a vast multitude of devotional
practices.” It was at that time that many
of the medieval Gothic cathedrals through-
out France were built and dedicated to
Notre Dame (Our Lady).

As to the *“Angelic Salutation” (
Maria, or Hail Mary), A Catholic Dictio-
nary informs us that “Parts 1 and 2 seem
to have come into common use as a for-
mula of devotion towards the end of the
twelfth century; . . . the rest of the verse
is believed to have first come into use in
the middle of the fifteenth century.” Very
late indeed!

The doctrine of the “Immaculate Con-
ception,” which claims that Mary was ex-
empted from original sin from the first
moment of her conception, did not become
an article of Catholic faith until 1854.
Why? The same Catholic reference work
tells us that controversy over this doc-
trine had been raging within the Catholic
Church since the 12th century and that
some “bishops of great eminence” felt that
this dogma had insufficient support in
“Scripture or Tradition to be made an
article of faith.”

Devotion to Mary received another
boost as recently as 1950, when Pope Pius
XI11 defined the “Corporal Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin” (that her body was not
allowed to decay, but was taken to heaven)
as an article of faith, that is, as an obliga-
tory belief for Catholics. Is it not strange
that fundamental dogmas relating to such
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devotion came so late if the adoration of
Mary is God’s will for Christians?

Did Mary Have Other Children?

No Bible-believing Christian doubts that
Mary was a virgin when she conceived and
bore Jesus. (Matt. 1:18-23; Luke 1:34, 35)
The dogma that separates Catholics from
Protestants and that is now even dividing
Catholics is the perpetual virginity of Mary.
Two recently published books, both involv-
ing Catholic authors, provide a new ap-
proach to the question of devotion to Mary.

One, written in English by a group of
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed and
Anglican scholars, is entitled “Mary in the
New Testament.” Explaining the reason
for writing this book, coauthor Joseph
A. Fitzmyer, of the Catholic University of
America, stated:

“Modern Catholics tend to think that
everything in our 20th century piety comes
from the New Testament, but quite often
what we are used to is not what the scrip-

tural writer had in mind but rather the re-
flections of believers in subsequent centuries."

Commenting on this book, Tom Harpur,
religion editor of the Toronto Star, wrote:

“The team was divided over whether the
evidence points to Mary's having had other
children after Jesus or not. . . .

“The book notes, though, that a 1976
commentary by German Roman Catholic
scholar Rudolph Pesch comes out with the
blunt opinion that these relatives were in-
deed natural brothers.

“As to the two later doctrines— that Mary
was immaculately conceived without sin and
later ascended bodily into heaven— the
scholars have little to say due to the fact
that there is nothing in the New Testament
about either belief."

The other book, written in French by
Catholic author Jean Gilles, is called Les
“freres et soeurs” de Jesus (Jesus’ “broth-
ers and sisters”). It has caused much con-
troversy among French Catholics. And no
wonder, for in conclusion the author states:
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“Briefly and in measured language, out of
faithfulness to the [Catholic] Church, |
believe | can sum up my investigation as
follows. ... The FOUR CANONICAL Gos-
pels provide concordant evidence that Jesus
had real brothers and sisters in his family.

In the face of this coherent block of
proof, the traditional position [of the Roman
Catholic Church] seems vulnerable and frag-
ile.”

The Dangers of Devotion to Mary

Acknowledging the dangers of devotion
to Mary, The Catholic Encyclopedia states:
“That popular devotion to the Blessed
Virgin was often attended with extrava-
gance and abuses, it is impossible to deny.”
As far back as the end of the fourth cen-
tury, Catholic *“saint” Epiphanius con-
demned the offering of cakes to Mary,
stating: “Let no one adore Mary.” The
same encyclopedia tells us: “As early as
540 we find a mosaic in which she [Mary]
sits enthroned as Queen of Heaven in the
centre of the apex of the cathedral of Pa-
renzo.”

Was it not exactly this kind of pagan
worship that provoked God to anger back
in the time of Israel? The Bible relates:
“The children gather wood, the fathers
kindle fire, and the women knead dough,
to make cakes for the queen of heaven;
and they pour out drink offerings to other
gods, to provoke me to anger.”—Jer. 7:18;
44:15-30.*

This danger still exists. Daniel L. Mi-
gliore, associate professor of theology at
Princeton Seminary, recently wrote: “Our
violations of Mary are legion. ... We have
made her the Queen of Heaven.” Catholic
Archbishop Carter of Toronto gave the
following explanation of the reason why
Vatican Il tried to tone down adoration
for Mary: “The Council had in mind the

* All scriptures quoted in this article are
taken from the Revised Standard Version,
Catholic Edition.
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kind of abuses seen, for example, in some
Latin-American countries where Mary
sometimes took precedence over everything
else.” The “abuses” to which adoration for
Mary can lead become very visible at such
places of Marian pilgrimage as Lourdes, in
France, and Fatima, in Portugal.

In addition to the danger for Catholics,
Mariolatry is undoubtedly a divisive factor
within Christendom, since most Protes-
tants reject devotion to Mary as idolatry.
And the information given above shows
that Catholics are divided among them-
selves over the Scripturalness of Marian
dogmas.

It is therefore clear that by reviving the
adoration of Mary, Pope John Paul Il is
doing nothing to unite Catholics among
themselves or to draw them nearer to the
other religions of Christendom. Worse
still, he is doing nothing to revive true
Christianity as it was practiced by the
apostles and early disciples of Christ.

A Balanced View of Mary

The purpose of this article is certainly
not to offend sincere Catholics, especially
Catholic womenfolk who have come to
consider Mary a loving and tender in-
tercessor, someone who understands the
sufferings of womanhood. The Bible al-
lows us to respect and even love Mary as
a faithful disciple of Jesus. (Acts 1:14) The
Scriptures clearly show that Mary, as an
anointed Christian, would be *“raised a
spiritual body,” to “inherit the kingdom
of God,” together with the 12 apostles and
other faithful first-century Christians.
—1 Cor. 15:42-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-16.

However, nowhere does the Bible au-
thorize us to adore Mary or to pray to
her for intercession. Prayers should be
addressed to God, through Christ. (John
14:6, 13; Acts 4:12) Catholic women, and
men, too, should not feel that they will find
less sympathy and understanding when
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LET THE BIBLE SPEAK FOR

Was Mary the Mother of God?
"Therefore the child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God [not God]/'— Luke 1:35.

Was Mary Born Without Sin?

"If a woman conceives, and bears a male
child, then she shall be unclean seven days; . . .
And when the days of her purifying are com-
pleted, . . . she shall bring to the priest at the
door of the tent of meeting a lamb . . . And if
she cannot afford a lamb, then she shall take
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, one for
a burnt offering and the other for a sin offer-
ing; and the priest shall make atonement for
her, and she shall be clean." (Lev. 12:2, 6, 8)
"And when the time came for their purification
according to the law of Moses, they [Joseph
and Mary] brought him [Jesus] up to Jeru-
salem to present him to the Lord . . . and to
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the
law of the Lord, \a pair of turtledoves, or two
young pigeons [one as a burnt offering, the
other as a sin offering for Mary]/"— Luke
2:22, 24.

Did Mary Remain a Virgin After Jesus' Birth?

"He [Joseph] took his wife, but knew her
not ["had not had intercourse with her"
— Catholic Jerusalem Bible] until she had
borne a son; and he called his name Jesus."
— Matt. 1:24, 25.

they pray to God in the name of Christ
than when they prayed to Mary.

Of God we read: “As a father pities his
children, so the Lora pities those who fear
him. For he knows our frame; he remem-
bers that we are dust.” (Ps. 103:13, 14)
And of Christ it is written: “For we have
not a high priest who is unable to sympa-
thize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are,
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ITSELF

Did Mary have other children after the birth
of Jesus?

"She gave birth to her first-born son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths."” (Luke 2:7)
"Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his
mother called Mary? And are not his brethren
[Greek: adelphoi, "brothers,” not syngenes,
"kinsfolk™ or "cousins"] James and Joseph and
Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters
with us?"— Matt. 13:55, 56.

By "Brothers,” Could the Bible Be Referring to
Jesus' Disciples, His Spiritual Brothers?

"After this he went down to Capernaum, with
his mother and his brethren and his disciples."
(John 2:12) "So his brethren said to him,
'Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples
may see the works you are doing." For even his
brethren did not believe in him."— John 7:3, 5.

Was Mary's Physical Body Taken to Heaven?

"So it is with the resurrection of the dead.
What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. It is sown a physical body, it is
raised a spiritual body. | tell you this, brethren:
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God."— 1 Cor. 15:42, 44, 50.

Should Prayers Be Addressed to Mary?

"Jesus said to him, 'l am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father,
but by me. Whatever you ask in my name, |
will do it, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son.'"— John 14:6, 13.

yet without sinning.”—Heb. 4:15; see also
Philippians 4:6, 7.

So we invite sincere Catholics who pour
out their heart to Mary to learn from the
Bible how to pray just as intimately to God
through Christ. Start off by reading the
above scriptures, all taken from the Cath-
olic edition of the Revised Standard Ver-
sion. Then get more information by writ-
ing to the publishers of Awake!
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computers compete with their makers

N Most people are astounded when they wit-
ness a demonstration of what computers can
do. Some recent developments add to this im-
pression. A writer for "Smithsonian” magazine
tells of an experimental speech-recognition
device he witnessed. A researcher spoke the
writer's name into a microphone attached to a
computer terminal. Almost at once, he writes,
" 'Richard M. Restak," correctly spelled, ap-
peared on the viewing screen."” The computer
also correctly displayed a sample letter dic-
tated to it. Restak says that soon "inexpensive
speech-recognition machines may be available
to take dictation of a letter and produce a
first draft within a few seconds." Secretaries,
move over!

~  Not only are computers reducing sound to
print, some are producing sound from print.
The U.S. Library of Congress has a device for
the blind that reads aloud from an open book
placed face down over a scanner. This ma-
chine's sound-producing circuits are controlled
"in much the same way the human brain con-
trols the jaw, tongue and throat muscles in
order to shape the vocal tract for the produc-
tion of human speech,” says "Smithsonian."”
It even "can vary emphasis on particular sounds
in a manner similar to natural spoken English

. emphasizing some words more than others,
and pausing at various times to avoid 'machine-
like' speech,” a failing of other such reading
machines.

** Other severely handicapped persons may
benefit from a computer system that allows
them to type merely by moving their eyes. The
device is able to follow eye movements that
briefly fix on letters of the alphabet. Then it
types the letters at a rate that has allowed
some volunteers to achieve speeds of 18 words
per minute after practice. Another similar com-
puter system for the handicapped is installed
on mechanized wheelchairs. It allows paralytics
to "order" their wheelchairs wherever they
want to go merely by voice commands.

~ A couple in London reportedly have
adapted a home computer to act as a nanny
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for their baby. The baby's father, a computer
consultant, programmed the computer to re-
spond the instant baby Gemma cries by talking
to her in a soothing tone, using parental voices.
The surrogate nanny will also tell bedtime
stories and teach the baby three languages as
she begins to talk. Whether microphones and
loudspeakers will be an adequate substitute for
the tenderness of human contact is another
matter.

~ A more ominous development comes from
Australia, where a computer is said to have
written its own program for solving a chess
problem. Ross Quinlan of the University of
Sydney developed a system of "automatic pro-
gramming."” The machine-written computer pro-
gram was five times faster than the best pro-
gram that Quinlan himself could write for the
same purpose. Some experts fear that such
systems could develop into a situation where
humans could not understand computer "rea-
soning™ on key decisions. Professor Donald
Michie of Edinburgh University, Scotland, warns
that a "human window" should be built into all
computer systems that allows people to query
the machine as to why it reached a certain
conclusion.

N Even in view of such impressive computer
accomplishments, "The Brain Book™ says that
"in terms of its complexity and versatility, the
human brain far surpasses any computer on
earth." This recently published volume observes
that a computer's speed in calculations and
step-by-step logic is far surpassed by the brain's
ability in "parallel processing, integrating and
synthesizing information, and abstracting it
from generalities."” And computers do not even
come close to the brain's ability to recognize a
face or an object in an instant. "A transis-
torized computer capable of all the human
brain can do would not fit inside Carnegie
Hall," observes "The Brain Book," and it would
weigh more than 10 tons, even using the minia-
ture circuitry now available. In fact, says the
book, "the whole of the world's telephone
system is equivalent to only about one gram of
your brain— a piece the size of a pea!"
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PENICILLIN'SH |
UNIQUE DISCOVERY

ACH time you take a breath, eat,

drink, smell or touch something, your
body’s defense mechanism goes to work
to protect you from the possibility of
harmful bacteria getting into your blood-
stream. Millions of white cells floating in
the bloodstream literally attack, swallow
and digest any harmful invaders. But only
in recent generations has the body’s mar-
velous hygienic patrol been clearly under-
stood.

Previous to our century, infected oper-
ation wounds were the cause of many hos-
pital deaths. It began to be realized that
bacteria that gained entry at the incision
made by the surgeon poisoned the blood-
stream. Contaminated surgical equipment,
clothing and unwashed hands became sus-
pect. Lives were saved as sterilized equip-
ment, hygienic methods and antiseptics be-
came standard procedure in the operating
process. Chemicals such as carbolic acid
(phenol), lysol and iodine were used to
stop the growth of bacteria. But such dis-
coveries only brought partial success since
the antiseptics would only stop the growth
of bacteria outside the body.
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The doctor’s greatest need, however, was
to discover an internal antiseptic capable
of destroying bacteria after they had es-
tablished themselves within the body but
without harming the patient. Could any
such internal antiseptic be found?

The World of Microorganisms

A spoonful of fertile soil contains mil-
lions of bacteria and molds that keep mul-
tiplying. Among themselves there is a
never-ending struggle for existence. Some
fiercely aggressive bacteria, in order to
kill their competitors, diffuse minute quan-
tities of deadly poison. It is this poison
that is called an antibiotic. Thus, when
different poisons are isolated from differ-
ent types of bacteria, a variety of anti-
biotics are obtained.

Suppose, for example, that certain bac-
teria invaded your body. Today it may be
a relatively easy process to prescribe a
particular antibiotic for your illness. But
even as late as the 1920’s the idea of iso-
lating a particular antibiotic from bacteria
and injecting it into the bloodstream as a
safe internal antiseptic was rejected by
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the British medical profession. It was gen-
erally thought that no substance existed
that would attack bacteria cells without
harming human cells at the same time.
One doctor, however, persisted in thinking
differently.

Scottish-born Alexander Fleming spent
almost his entire life as a doctor in Lon-
don, studying the problems of infection
and the use of antiseptics. In 1922 he made
a remarkable observation. He took a test
tube containing water mixed with inof-
fensive bacteria that turned the water
milky. To this he added just one human
teardrop. In seconds the milky substance
cleared! It was obvious that in human
tears there must be a chemical capable of
destroying bacteria with astonishing speed.
He named it “lysozyme" because it could
“lyse," that is, dissolve, bacteria.

Lysozyme, however, proved disappoint-
ing as it was effective against harmless
microbes but powerless against those caus-
ing disease. The discovery was highly bene-
ficial, however, in that it pointed Fleming
to a completely new principle in mankind’s
struggle against disease—the destruction
of bacteria by using a harmless chemical.
It prepared him for a similar incident six
years later.

Historic Moment of Discovery

In 1928 in his laboratory, in shallow
glass dishes, Fleming was cultivating staph-
ylococci, the bacteria that cause boils.
An old friend named Pryce dropped in to
see him. Something that was to mean the
difference between life and death to multi-
tudes was about to take place. While talk-
ing to Pryce, Fleming removed the lids
from several of his cultures. Suddenly, he
stopped talking. After observing one cul-
ture for a moment, he said in his usual
unconcerned tone: “That’s funny ..." On
the culture there was a growth of mold
as usual. But all around the mold, the col-
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onies of staphylococci had been dissolved.
Instead of forming opaque yellow masses,
they looked like drops of dew.

Fleming concluded that something pro-
duced by the mold was diffusing the bac-
teria and dissolving them. Today we know
that that something was penicillin, a drug
that was to revolutionize medicine. The
arrival of the right spore itself falling out
of the air and into the right culture dish,
may have been the accident of all accidents.

Next, Fleming grew some blue-green
mold (similar to that which appears on
oranges, stale bread, ripening cheese, de-
caying fruit) on the surface of a liquid
meat broth. It absorbed nourishment and
diffused its antibiotic. After several days
it was filtered as a crude juice that Flem-
ing then named penicillin.

In a test tube his mold juice would de-
stroy gonorrhea, meningitis, diphtheria
and pneumonia bacteria. And, most im-
portant, it was nonpoisonous to man! Flem-
ing suggested to the medical profession
that here might be the ideal antiseptic. His
audiences responded with icy indifference.
They felt strongly that when bacteria es-
tablished themselves within the body, they
were out of the reach of all chemicals.

Because Fleming and his assistants did
not have the know-how to handle the
chemistry problems associated with iso-
lating and purifying penicillin, virtually
nothing more was done in its development
for more than eight years. It seemed peni-
cillin was on the way to being forgotten.

Penicillin Isolated
In 1939, due mainly to the diseases sol-

diers were contracting on the battlefield,
two scientists educated in medicine and
chemistry, Howard Walter Florey and
Ernst Boris Chain, joined together in En-
gland in an assignment to investigate bac-
teria antagonism. Their research led them
to Fleming’s writings on lysozyme and
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penicillin. Soon, they were working with
his mold juice and, after repeated failures,
the elusive chemical was finally produced
in stable powder form.

There was much excitement when four
disease-infected mice were cured. Then, in
1941, the first human was treated success-
fully. As one scientist reported, “the re-
sponse to penicillin was considered almost
miraculous.” It was demonstrated that
penicillin could be diluted 120 million times
and still remain effective against bacteria.
This was almost unbelievable!

Because of wartime problems, Florey,
with his precious mold, transferred from
England to Peoria, llinois, U.S.A. Flem-
ing’s mold was unsuitable for mass pro-
ducing penicillin. After a very widespread
search, Mary Hunt of Peoria, who assisted
Dr. Kenneth B. Raper and who was given
the title “Mouldy Mary,” found a suitable
mold from a rotten cantaloupe. The de-
scendants of its mold have since become
the chief source of penicillin. Soon, peni-
cillin was in full production in many coun-
tries, and Fleming, Florey and Chain were
awarded the Nobel prize for medicine in
1945.

An Unsolved Mystery

“That’s funny!” was the exclamation
used by Fleming in 1928 to indicate that
what he saw on his culture plate was hard
to account for. It does seem incredible that
many attempts of numerous scientists, in-
cluding Fleming himself, have never suc-
ceeded in getting the same thing to hap-
pen again! “Quite one of the luckiest
accidents that has ever occurred in medi-
cine,” commented Lord Florey. Thirty-six
years later, Professor Ronald Hare, in an
effort to solve the mystery, conducted an
elaborate series of experiments and con-
firmed that what happened in Fleming’s
laboratory must have been very excep-
tional.
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In 1971 Sir Ernst Boris Chain summa-
rized the then scientific view:

"The phenomenon which Fleming observed
seems simple and straightforward enough
but in actual fact it is not, and few people
are aware of and understand its complexity
and the fact that it needed the coincidence
of several most unusual circumstances to
make the observation possible."

Others have expressed the view that
Fleming misinterpreted and misunder-
stood what he saw on his laboratory plate
and that it could not have happened in the
way Fleming thought it did. If doubts are
being expressed as to who actually discov-
ered penicillin, when and how, the end
result remains—a truly remarkable, life-
saving drug available to medicine.

Penicillin Hazards

In nonsensitive persons penicillin has a
good record of freedom from side effects
but some susceptible persons are subject
to skin rash or difficulty in breathing. A
few individuals suffer a form of shock and
some have died. It is not a cure-all. There
are many common ailments on which it
has no effect at all, including the common
cold, since antibiotics have no effect on
virus-caused infections. They are effective
only against bacterial infections. But
Science World, January 10, 1980, com-
mented that many doctors give antibiotics
just to “play it safe and prevent bacterial
infection before it occurs.”

Because of its reputation, many naive
patients request penicillin because they
believe it will bring immediate relief, and,
regrettably, doctors too easily prescribe it.
“I wouldn’t give penicillin without a cul-
ture,” advises Dr. James Smith, associate
professor of internal medicine at the Uni-
versity of Texas Southwestern Medical
School and chief of infectious diseases at
the Dallas Veterans Administration Hos-
pital. Health authorities warn that from
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the point of view of the population as a
whole the widespread and unnecessary use
of penicillin is most undesirable because it
encourages the emergence and spread of
bacteria formerly destroyed by.but now
resistant to penicillin. “If antibiotic use
continues being abused we are going to
pay a toll,” comments Dr. Stanley Falkow,
professor of microbiology and medicine at
the University of Washington. “We can-
not be certain that we are always going
to have the appropriate alternative drug
available,” he said, when commenting on
a number of super-germs that are now re-

sistant to antibiotics. Some medical men
prescribe it strictly only when necessary
—and that is not often. In some countries
it is now considered to be one of the drugs
of last resort. It should never be taken
except on medical advice.

The immense strength of penicillin in
destroying the bacteria responsible for
numerous life-threatening infections, com-
bined with its ability to do so without
interfering with the body’s defense mech-
anism, makes it one of today’s wonder
drugs. Precisely how mankind stumbled
across it was unique. No one really knows!

"MIRACLE" GREEK TEXT

When reviewing "The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures”
for "The Classical Journal/' Thomas N. Winter of the University of Nebraska ob-
served:

"An original Greek text for two dollars is something of a miracle, and it should
not surprise us that it took a world-wide group of Bible students to pull it off. This
is no ordinary interlinear: the integrity of the text is preserved, and the English
which appears below it is simply the basic meaning of the Greek word. ... A
translation in smooth English appears in a slim column at the right-hand margin
of the pages. ... | think it is a legitimate and highly useful aid toward the mastery
of koine (and classical) Greek. After examining a copy, | equipped several in-
terested second-year Greek students with it as an auxiliary text. . . . After learning
the proper pronunciations, a motivated student could probably learn koine Greek
from this source alone.

"The text is based on that of Brooke F. Westcott and Fenton J. A. Hort (1881,
repr.), but the translation by the anonymous committee is thoroughly up-to-date
and consistently accurate. Where both the King James and the Revised Standard,
for instance, have 'wise men' for the Greek magoi (e.g., Matt. 2:1, 2:7, 2:16), the
Kingdom Interlinear has ‘astrologers,” a more correct and informative rendition.
The book has been very carefully compiled and printed.

"In sum, when a Witness comes to the door, the classicist, Greek student, or
Bible student alike would do well to bring him in and place an order."— April-May,
1974, pp. 375-376.

The Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures

I 'Ev. dpxn fiv 6 Xoyogq, Kai 6 Xoyog 1 In [the] beginning
In  beginning was the Word, and the Word Adthfh V\<erdd was,

flv  Trpog tov Ofov, Kai Ofoq v 6 Aoyog. an e word was
was toward t%\é God, and gOC? was the org. with ~ God, and the
) ) . Word was a god.a

2 _ OuToq fiv ev dpxfi irpog, tov 0BOV. 2This one was in

This (one) was in beginning toward the God. the]

eyeveTO, Kai
came to be, and

beginning with
od. 3 All' things came
into existence through

outou

3 jravTa 6i*
All (things) through  him
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IGHT the fire.” That is the mean-

ing of Katima Mulilo—the name
of a small, primitive town in one of the
most remote areas of southern Africa, the
Caprivi Strip.

As a traveling overseer for Jehovah’s
Witnesses in South-West Africa/Namibia
the question in my mind was: To what
extent has the fire of truth spread to
Katima Mulilo—the remotest corner of the
area that | serve? The Watch Tower So-
ciety had received various calls for help
from that region: “We are interested to
hear about Jehovah’s Word.” “When can
we be baptized?” Due to floods, two pre-
vious attempts to go there had failed, but
at this time the roads were open and a
friend from Windhoek was prepared to
take me in his Land Rover.

West Caprivi is a controlled zone under
South African military authority. Would
we obtain a permit to cross it? We did.
So with extra petrol, water and food, we
set off from Kavango (in the north of
South-West Africa/Namibia) on a 580-
km (360-mile) drive to Katima Mulilo.

Through a WildArea

For about 200 km (120 miles) the rough
dirt road followed the windings of the
Okavango River—the border between
South-West Africa/Namibia and Angola.
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By "Awake!" correspondent in South Africa

Neatly thatched huts and mealie (corn)
patches of the Kavango people lined the
river on our side. But on the northern or
Angolan side there was no sign of life.

Before long we reached the eastern bor-
der of Kavango, where the Okavango Riv-
er turns south to Botswana. The guard at
the security checkpoint let us through.
From there on we were driving through
a wild, remote area—no more huts, culti-
vated land or other signs of human habi-
tation. Instead, elephant droppings on the
road reminded us that we were in one of
the few areas of Africa where wildlife still
roams freely.

The road became muddy and the Land
Rover got stuck—so off with our shoes
and out with the shovel. Half an hour later
our vehicle was freed. Spoor (animal
tracks) at first interested us, then alarmed
us—Ilions! We made a hasty departure.

At dusk we met an entire family of
Bushmen—one of the most primitive tribes
of Africa. They were carrying all their
belongings: a tortoise shell for water,
blankets, one chicken and an old tin filled
with animal intestines, which caused us to
move upwind a little.

A little farther on we came to another
security checkpoint and were told that we
could not travel farther that night—too
risky because of terrorists. So we spent
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the night in an old fort, where we were
attacked only by mosquitoes.

A “Fire” in Katima Mulilo

The next morning we reached our desti-
nation, the little town of Katima Mulilo on
the border of Zambia. What kind of re-
ception would we get? A broad, beaming
smile from a local Witness welcomed us.
That evening a group of 21 people were
present at the Kingdom Hall, a building
made of mud and thatch that had been
built the previous weekend especially for
our visit!

After a question-and-answer session, it
was obvious that the local Witnesses could
express their faith clearly on basic doc-
trines and principles. The fire of God’s
Word was indeed burning brightly in Ka-
tima Mulilo. How had Bible truth reached
this dark corner?

The Witness who had met us on our ar-
rival had obtained Bible knowledge in
Zambia but had moved to Katima Mulilo
before being baptized. He immediately be-
gan talking to other people about God’s
kingdom and soon had a group organized
for Bible study. Later, they were joined
by more from Zambia, and they met regu-
larly under a large tree for their studies
of God’s Word.

During our short visit we personally vis-
ited the homes of interested persons to
talk to them about God’s loving purpose
for mankind. We will never forget the
sight of a gray-headed old man sitting
under a tree in a nearby village reading
his well-worn Bible. The entire family ex-
pressed appreciation for the Bible truths
that we discussed with them. Another
family, after we had answered their Bible
questions, insisted that we stay for a meal.
Sitting on mats made from reeds and using
our hands as cutlery, we enjoyed the
mealie-meal (corn-flour) porridge and fish
that they shared with us.
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African Marriage Problems

None of the group there in Katima
Mulilo had as yet been baptized. Why?
“We are all living under common-law mar-
riage arrangement. Our marriages must
be registered before we can be bap-
tized,” they told us. They had come to
appreciate the importance of honorable
marriage, in harmony with what the Bible
teaches. (Heb. 13:4) The civil authorities
had no objection to this. They would reg-
ister their marriages immediately.

“But, brother, there is the problem of
lobola,” they explained humbly. “Lobola,”
or bride price, must be paid to the father
of every bride. If the bridegroom does not
have the funds when getting married, the
father of the bride in this part of the world
allows the couple to live together under
common-law marriage, but no legal mar-
riage is allowed until the bride price has
been paid in full. Some of these sincere
persons still owed considerable sums for
their wives. After we reviewed with them
the importance of Christian water baptism,
it was heartwarming to hear their sincere
expressions: “We will be ready for bap-
tism when you come again in six months.”

After encouragement from Jehovah’s
Word to stand firm in the faith, we said
good-bye to this little group who had be-
come so close to our hearts in just a few
days.

Jehovah’s Word is likened in the Bible
to a fire. (Jer. 20:8, 9) A few sparks of
this fire kindled some of the dry tinder at
Katima Mulilo. It was a great privilege to
visit the group there and fan those flames.
May Jehovah keep the fire of truth burn-
ing brightly in the Caprivi.
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By JAwake!” correspondent
in lvory Coast

CC/"VNCHOCERCIASIS! What a word!

I've never heard of that before.
What does it mean?” inquired Jerry, my
European friend.

“Blindness,” was my simple answer.
“Blindness from the river. That's to say,
provoked by a fly that breeds in some trop-
ical rivers.” Jerry listened intently as |
explained.

“Wayen, for instance, is a small half-
abandoned village, some 70 kilometers (44
miles) west of Ouagadougou, the capital of
the West African country of Upper Volta.
It is in the proximity of the White Volta,
one of the highly endemic river basins.
Most of its inhabitants are disease-ridden,
either blind or have serious impairment
of sight.”

“You've been to Wayen?” Jerry asked.
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“Several times. During my last visit, |
met Moussa. He’s just one of the 70,000
blind people in the Sahel region of West
Africa. There are an estimated 1,000,000
victims who, though not blind yet, are suf-
fering in one way or another from oncho-
cerciasis.

“Actually, Moussa is not an old man,
the way the wrinkles in his skin seem to
imply. He’s only about 40; and under nor-
mal circumstances, still in his active years.
But there he was, prematurely old, his skin
horribly thickened and wrinkled. On his
shins, | could see that the pigmentation
was worn away from much scratching,
leaving pinkish blotches tinged with a gray,
sickly hue.

“He’s married and has four children.
But they live in abject poverty. The oldest
child has left the village. He has run away
before he gets blind. 1 saw his brothers
among other children there, with rough
stones and sand in their hands, scratching
their itching arms and legs. Their degree
of infection is still mild. They havent lost
their sight yet. That’s why they serve as
guides to their aged and blind parents. In
time, they too will become blind, for blind-
ness has become a way of life for them.”

Transmission of the Disease

| explained to Jerry how the disease is
transmitted from man to man by a small
hunchbacked blackfly, called Simulium
damnosum by the experts. It breeds in fast-
flowing rivers and streams and, for food,
lives on human blood. The disease is not
limited to tropical Africa. It is also found
in Yemen, Mexico, Central and South
America.

In the case of Moussa, tragedy struck
right in his infancy. An infected female
blackfly bit him, injecting him with a
wormlike parasite Onchocerca volvulus.
Living in a heavily infested area, young
Moussa got bitten over and over again.
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Once Onchocerca volvulus gets into the
human body, the victim undergoes a slow
debilitating process. The more he’s bitten,
the more worms gather in his body. For
the next 15 years or so, several male and
female adult worms coil up under his skin,
forming visible nodules on his back,
haunches, buttocks, around the knees and
in some cases even on the head. They breed
within him, producing anywhere between
50 and 200 million “baby” worms. These
invade the body and eventually reach the
eye. When they die in the cornea, a cellular
reaction takes place, an opaque spot is
created and blindness ensues.

“Tell me one thing,” Jerry asked, “does
the disease kill?”

“Onchocerciasis does not kill,” | told
him. “At most, it induces old age and
diminishes life expectancy. However, the
economic hardships are great. When
you have most men between 25 and 45
years of age—your active working popu-
lation—blind, you have a crippled econo-
my. It is for this reason that in some
areas of the Volta River basin in West
Africa, people have deserted fertile river
valleys, only to settle on much poorer
lands, to escape from the flies.”

Medication and Control Program

“What,” Jerry wants to know, “does
medical science have to offer to relieve
these poor people who suffer from ‘river
blindness’?”

My answer is not very reassuring. “Re-
search has been under way for some time
now. So far, two drugs, suramin and
diethylcarbamazine, have been developed.
However, both of them have serious side
effects and can only be administered un-
der very close and strict medical super-
vision. In fact, they are not practical for
mass-campaign treatment.”

“What about surgical removal of the
worm nodules?"
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“That might seem a more practical so-
lution. It has, in fact, been practiced in
Central America. This solution does not,
however, seem to work in the Volta River
basin where the infection rate is such that
by removing nodules you only create more
room for the younger worms.

“The only feasible and effective means
at present seems to be the application of
insecticide to the breeding sites of the
blackflies. This is what the Vector Con-
trol Unit of the Onchocerciasis Control
Programme has been doing weekly by heli-
copters and small airplanes in the Volta
River basin area since 1974.

“The program is arranged by the World
Health Organization of the United Nations,
with financial support from voluntary do-
nor countries and the participating coun-
tries. These seven countries, Benin, Ghana,
Ivory Coast, Mali, Niger, Togo and Upper
Volta, hope that fertile land will recuper-
ate from the disease so their populations
can be resettled along the rivers. The con-
trol program has set for itself a goal of
20 years to accomplish this task. To date,
over $46 million [U.S.] has been spent in
the fight against the blackfly.”

“What success has there been so far?”

“Well, the transmission of the disease
has been interrupted in some areas. Al-
ready some migrant populations are reset-
tling in the ‘successfully’ controlled river
valleys. But as an official of the control
program once remarked: ‘This is far from
eradicating the disease. We can only talk
about reducing it to the barest minimum
perhaps.””

Of course, onchocerciasis is but one of
the many afflictions exacting an appalling
toll among mankind. Human relief efforts
are limited and temporary. What a joy it
will be, when victims of this disease can
not only boast of ‘skin that is back to its
youthful state,” but also have their ‘blind
eyes opened!—Job 33:25; lIsa. 35:5.
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Impact of Honesty

<$>The Charleroi, Belgium,
newspaper Metro published
the following news item: “The
other day, while making de-
liveries, the son of Franz
Andre, butcher in Ransart,
lost a wallet containing the
day’s receipts: 22,000 Belgian
francs [about $750, U.S.]. As
the wallet carried no means of
identification, our butcher was
convinced that all hope of re-
covery was lost. However, on
Monday morning, when he
went to Ransart police station
to report his loss, you can
imagine his surprise when he
learned that his wallet, to-
gether with its precious con-
tents, were awaiting him! It
was one of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, while preaching at
Ransart, who had found the
wallet and had immediate-
ly handed it over to policeman
M. Defosse, living at Ransart.
What a fine example of hon-
esty! And an additional rea-
son, in the future, to have
even more consideration for
those Jehovah’s Witnesses
whom we do not always greet
with the Kkindness that they
generally deserve.”

‘Churches Must Share Blame’
<> Church of Ireland Bishop
Donald Caird has declared
that the churches must share
some of the blame for the vio-
lence in Northern Ireland.
Speaking in Westminster Ca-
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thedral during a St. Patrick’s
Day ecumenical service, he ex-
plained: “The churches have
too often fallen into line with
traditionally linked political
attitudes and have failed to be
critical and independent of
political parties, and have
failed to find a common Chris-
tian stance in face of violence
and injustice.”

Shuffling Instead of Rioting
<> Police in the seaside town
of Brighton, England, have
their own way of preventing
the recurrence of a riot by
youths. They swooped down
on scores of youths arriving
for a spring vacation and
confiscated the shoelaces from
their boots. “There’s no way
they can run and kick without
laces in their boots,” a police
official explained. They just
shuffled down the street.

Good News for Travelers

<> The World Health Organi-
zation announced in a news
conference that smallpox has
been eliminated from the
earth. It is claimed to be the
first time that this has been
accomplished with any dis-
ease. When the health organi-
zation began its eradication
program back in 1967, the dis-
ease that year killed 2,000,000

persons, scarred and blinded
another 8,000,000 and was
reported in 42 lands. This

announcement brought good

news for travelers: “No per-
son,” said the New York
Times, “will need to have

evidence of a smallpox vacci-
nation for travel to any coun-
try at any time.”

Deadly Enemy

<$> Smoking, according to the
Athens, Greece, Daily Post, is
such a deadly enemy that it
kills at least one million per-
sons every year. The World
Health Organization (WHO)
has proclaimed 1980 as the
ear against smoking and has
aunched the slogan: “Smok-
ing or good health? It is your
choice.” WHO has published
the following facts: Smoking
is responsible for 90 percent
of all deaths caused by lung
cancer; for 25 percent of all
deaths caused by heart ail-
ments, heart failures and es-
pecially vascular disorders;
and for 75 percent of all
deaths caused by chronic bron-
chitis.

Said the DaiI% Post: “The
fact is that the harm done to
a human body by smoking has
been so well studied and deter-
mined, that had the habit of
smoking been just established,
it would have been prohibited
by law in the same manner
narcotics are prohibited in
most parts of the world.”

Quitting the Smoking Habit
4> In the journal World Smok-
ing & Health, two scientists
report that the best way to
stop smoking is the “cold tur-
key” method: quitting abrupt-
ly. This is better because when
one stops little by little, the
agonies of withdrawal are
stretched out. The withdrawal
problem is said to be the most
acute during the first two
weeks and especially at about
7 p.m. This induces relapse
among many who try to quit
little by little. Another ad-
vantage of quitting all at once
is that there is an easing of
withdrawal symptoms in the
first few days. This, in turn,
makes it easier to hold out
until the symptoms have sub-
sided.
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Life Expectancy and Divorce
<> The Japanese Institute of
Population Problems of the
Ministry of Health and Wel-
fare found in a recent statis-
tical study that life expectancy
for divorced people is shorter
than that of those who re-
main married. The study in-
volved four groups: married,
divorced, one spouse deceased
and those never married. Life
expectancy was found to be
longest for men and women
who remained married. Life
expectancy was five years
shorter for divorced women
and as much as 12 years short-
er for divorced men. Eight
times as many divorced men
were found to commit suicide
as do married people.

Tunnel Under Suez Canal

<> When Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat recently pressed
a button, the first tunnel under
the Suez Canal was opened as
the first land link with Sinai.
The highway tunnel is three
miles (4.8 km) long. It took
16 months to build and re-
quired 2,000 workers, includ-
ing 85 British experts.

Friendlier During Good

Weather
<> A survey made in Minneap-
olis has revealed what many
persons have long suspected:
People are more friendly,
helpful and willing to talk
when the weather is clear and
sunny than when it is cloudy
and gray. Those conducting
the survey asked 540 passers-
by how many of 80 questions
on social opinions they would
be willing to answer. Sunny
days brought the most cooper-
ation, with people offering to
answer an average of 63
questions. On the most dismal
days, however, people would
answer only 13.

Stiff Phone BUI

# The U.S. Government's
yearly phone bill now runs at
more than $1 billion! Much of

the expense is from long-
distance calls. In Washing-
30

ton, D.C, alone, federal agen-
cies make about 41 million
telephone calls long distance,
the majority of them during
the daytime. This huge tele-
phone bill does not include all
the calls made by the Defense
Department and secret agen-
cies.

Clergy Alcoholism

<$> At a meeting of religious
superiors in the Vatican, priest
Joseph  McNamara declared
that priests and nuns were
drinking too much. He noted:
“Alcoholism among priests and
the religious orders is increas-
ing and is a problem of world
dimensions." The priest has
firsthand knowledge of the
problem, since he is superior
general of the American-based
religious order Servants of
the Paraclete, whose work is
to help priests in trouble.

Cancer in Fish

< A high incidence of skin
cancer has been found among
fish off the coastal regions of
Japan, reports the Science and
Technology Agency. Dr. Ikuo
Kimura of the Aichi Prefec-
ture Cancer Institute says that
this is the first time cancer
has been reported among fish
that have grown in the open
sea. The six-year study found
that nearly half of the full-
grown white croakers caught
In a given area had the dis-
ease. Of 1,928 caught, 913 had
black malignant tumors. Inci-
dence was also notable among
stone flounder (14 percent),
starry flounder (16 percent),
and smoothback flounder (7.3
percent). It is believed that
the disease may be caused by
water pollution.

Too Much Stress

<> Chicago police reported
that a 30-year-old man walked
into an office of the Chicago
Federal Savings and Loan As-
sociation and handed the teller
a note demanding all the cash
at her counter. He kept his
hand in his pocket, as if he
had a gun. The teller put all

the money into an envelope
and gave it to him. But he
demanded more, asking also
for the coins. As the teller
stuffed the coins into the
envelope, it broke. She then
told the robber that she would
have to get a cloth bag for
the coins. When she returned
with the bag, the robber had
fainted. Another teller, think-
ing the robber was a custom-
er, phoned for an ambulance.
But when the would-be robber
opened his eyes, a policeman
was there to arrest him.

Snakes Will Be Snakes

<> The zoo in Monroe, Louisi-
ana, reportedly sent a male
cobra to mate with a lady
snake in Texas, with the
understanding that the Mon-
roe zoo would get half of any
offspring. Six of the 12 little
crawlers resulting from the
liaison did go back to Louisi-
ana, “but their dad never
came back," reports the New
York Post. “Soon as he'd per-
formed his appointed task,
the ungrateful client ate him.”

Church/State Join for Sex

$ “A member of the Brit-
ish House of Lords, several
Church of England vicars and
a member of lreland’s Parlia-
ment were among customers
found when a London brothel
was raided,” according to Reu-
ters news service. The infor-
mation was revealed in court
during the trial of a woman
who managed the brothel’s
prostitutes.

Japan's “Stardust 80"

<€ “Stardust 80” is the name
of a new program that turns
some of Japan’s household
trash into marketable toilet
tissue. Since about 43 percent
of people’s household trash is
paper, a project has been
under way mechanically to
separate some of this paper
from other trash. Now the
Industrial Science and Tech-
nology Agency says it has
succeeded. At the time of the
announcement, a pilot plant
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in Yokohama had sent re-
claimed paper to a local paper
manufacturer where it had
been Processed into 40,000
rolls of toilet paper. The qual-
ity was said to be comparable
to that on the market, and it
was claimed that the paper
could sell for half the going
price.

Precious Land

<$> A Japanese builder recent-
ly paid 25,080,000 yen per
3.3 m2 (over $2,800 per square
foot) for land in downtown
Tokyo—the most expensive
land transaction ever in Japan.
The total price came to 2,400,-
000,000 yen (over $9,500,000)
for just 315.68 m2 (less than
one-tenth acre). It was esti-
mated that even if 10,000
yen bills—the largest Japa-
nese currency denomination—
were stacked 10 deep over
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the property, it still would not
be enough to pay for the
land. The government fears
such transactions may push
up land prices all over the
country.

Down to Earth in China
<>The People’s Republic of
China reportedly has ruled
that Communist party leaders
no longer be glorified by such
things as exaggerating their
historical contributions or
naming streets after them.
The move was said to be the
result of a new party policy
designed to prevent the virtual
deification of some political
leaders that has occurred in
the past.

TV Triggers Terror
€% When the motion picture

about demon possession “EXx-

orcist 11” was shown recently

on U.S. television, a mother
and her four-year-old daughter
in Wichita Falls, Texas, re-
portedly watched it together.
One scene is said to depict the

cutting out of a girl’s heart
to get rid of a demon. The
little Texas girl was later

found murdered in the same
fashion. Her mother was
charged with the homicide.

More Women Working

9% World wide, some 600 mil-
lion women are “economically
active” now, according to the
U.N.’s International Labor Or-
ganization. This compares with
about 344 million in 1950. The
organization says that women
compose more than a third of
the worldwide work force, yet,
generally, they still are not
treated equally with men when
it comes to jobs, pay and
working conditions.

31



086T ‘2 AINC — iPIVMV

At gmoeurcla QEU onf - 1 /A Ho18)RIy

U-9.
c



